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1. YOU are cordially invited 
to attend a GENERAL MEETING 
of the Society to he held 
on TUESDAY EVENING, MAY 10 
in the Auditorium of the 
QUINTE LIVING CENTRE,
370 Front Street, Belleville
Our Guest Speaker will he 
DR. RON VASTOKAS of the 
Department of Anthropology, 
Trent Unive-rsity. Ron has built a distinguished 
reputation as a lecturer, 
archaeologist, and author 
and has worked on numerous 
archaeological excavations 
in Canada.
His topic will be SACRED 
ART OF THE ALGONKIANS, a 
Study of the Peterborough 
Petroglyphs. Illustrated 
at right is a section of 
these fascinating rock 
carvings to be found near 
Peterborough. This is a 
major monument of native 
art and sheds light on the spiritual and intellectual 
life of the creative people 
who carved this outcrop of 
white marble, on the 
southern fringes of the 
Canadian Shield. Discover 
possible meanings for the 
many petroglyphs you’ll 
meet (through pictures) on 
the 10th.

Sun-figure.

There’ll be coffee and a social half-hour at 7:30 P.M. and 
the meeting begins at 8:00 P.M. We know that you’ll enjoy 
the opportunity to learn about Canada’s native peoples and 
their art and religion.
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2. The verdict was unanimous. Our April meeting was a 
resounding success. The 70 members and friends of the 
Society who heard J. ALLAN SMITH’S talk on CAMPS 
RATHBUN AND MOHAWK appreciated his careful preparation 
and thorough research, his attention to detail, his 
naming of people familiar to many present, his sense of 
humour, and the many illustrations and free handouts.
Al’s research is a model of what can be done on a topic 
of this nature to make it live and breathe.

3. Hats off to the other participants at the April meeting: 
ELAINE PRESTON for the background on the Mclntosh-Ridley 
House, BILL SMITH for the entertaining look at what was 
happening locally exactly 100 years ago, and GEORGE SUPER 
for challenging us to PLAN NOW for a worthwhile 1984 
BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION.

4. Our good friend NICK MIKA again was present to give door 
prizes. His books and (especially) the silkscreened prints 
of early railway locomotives are most appreciated. Nick’s 
next major book on Belleville will be a mammoth one on the 
history of the last 50 years. If you can help him with 
pictures, runs of the Intelligencer for the 1950’s, etc. 
give him a call at Mika Publishing, 962-4022. Here's
Nick as Bill Whitelaw captured him for the Intell.

5. Speaking of publications, watch for the second volume of 
BELLEVILLE’S HERITAGE. When it comes from the printers in 
about one month we’ll be having a special party to welcome 
it and salute the hardworking members of our HISTORIC 
STRUCTURES COMMITTEE.

6. Other future events in which YOUR Society is involved are 
the June 11th workshop at the Hastings County Museum in 
connection with Bicentennial Planning and the July 1st 
plaquing of the Susanna Moodie Cottage on West Bridge 
Street. The Heritage Movement is alive and well.

7. May 22nd will see the celebration of Queen Victoria's 
Birthday with a Tea and Fashion Show at the Hastings County 
Museum. Contact your friendly museum staff at 962-2329
for further information. Support GLANMORE’S CENTENNIAL YEAR.
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Our GOOD CITIZEN CERTIFICATE this month goes to THE 
CORBY PUBLIC LIBRARY for its outstanding support of our 
work for many years. Relations with the Library have always 
been excellent and we are 
indebted to many of the 
present staff and board 
for their activities in 
the field of local history.
Not only has the Canadiana 
Room continued as a haven 
for researchers, but the 
library presently is in the 
middle of a project to index 
the Intelligencer from 1862 
to 1878. The resulting 
index will be a gold mine 
for genealogists and other 
researchers. Moreover, the 
library has purchased micro
film copies of the Kingston 
newspapers from 1810 to the 
1840*s and telex brings the 
index (in the Kingston Public 
Library) as close as the 
terminal in our library.
Hats off to OLIVE DELANEY 
(who began this spirit of 
cooperation), ELIZABETH 
MITCHELL (the guiding spirit 
in the Reference Library),
DAVID WEISMILLER (a constant 
source of ideas and encourage
ment to our Society), and the 
many other staff and board 
members who have been 
supportive of our work and the 
role of local historical 
research in the community.
Still on the topic of research, 
an Ad Hoc Committee established 
by the Hastings County Board of 
Education is considering whether 
some of the archival materials 
stored in the Education Centre 
on Ann Street should be sent to 
the Ontario Archives in Toronto. There is a considerable amount 
of material, including minute 
books, account books, registers, 
etc. for many local county 
schools. Storage facilities at 
the Ed Centre are not ideal and 
the Board is seeking input 
through a committee composed of 
L.A. Kells, Lloyd Jones, Connie 
Williams, and myself. If you 
wish to know what's in the Board archives and offer suggestions as 
to whether they should be retained 
locally, contact one of the four by

? THE CORPORATION OF 
THE CITY OF BELLEVILLE

NOTICE OF INTENT TO DESIGNATE A 
CERTAIN PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY 
OF BELLEVILLE TO BE OF HISTORIC OR 
ARCHITECTURAL VALUE OR 
INTEREST, PURSUANT TO THE 
ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT.

The Council of the Corporation of the City of Belleville 
hereby , gives Notice of Intent to designate the building on 
the property described below to be of historic or 
architectural value or interest in accordance with the 
Ontario Heritage Act, Chapter 337, R.£.0.1980. ,

» ■ _

4547 South Front Sueet-Mclntosh-Ridley Home
-  • •

Lot 9 and Part of (Lots 8 and 10 west 
of Pinnacle Street according to 
registered''Government Plan" known 
municipally as45-47 South Front Street

REASONS FOR THE PROPOSED DESIGNATION
No. 46-47 South Front Street is recommended for 
designation for architectural and historical reasons. The 
frame two Storey' building, TH E  M clNTOSH-RIDLEY 
HOME, was erected circa 1817 by Martha McIntosh, 
daughter o f  U.E. Loyalist, RuMph Ostrum, and widow of 
Captain John McIntosh. By 1829 it was the home and 
office of Or. George Neville Ridley and family, remaining 
with the Ridley family until 1900.

The imposing grand scale, the early post and beam brick- 
filled construction, the original interior mouldings and 
cooking and' baking facilities combine to make this 
Loyalist style houpe unique in the Belleville area. The 
house is the keystone of at least one dozen early buildings 
still existing from the harbour front settlement.

A  Notice of Objection to the designation of the above 
property setting out the reason! s) for the objection and all 
relevant facts, may be served on the undersigned within 
thirty days of the first publication of this Notice of Intern.. 
The last day for the filing of objections is therefore the 
18th day of April, 1983.

EARL M. DAFOE, A.M.C.T.
CITY CLERK

May 10th.
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10. In case you missed the Notice of Intent to designate the 
Mclntosh-Ridley House "to be of historic or architectural 
value or interest", a copy was printed on page 3. A notice 
of objection has been served on the city clerk and a 
hearing will be held in the near future. Keep posted on 
this event and the campaign to raise funds to purchase the 
property, through the local press, the next meeting of the 
Society, and the activities of the QUINTE REGION BRANCH of 
THE ONTARIO ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVANCY. (OOPS . . . it's 
actually the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario.)

11. MAY 15th will be an important day for the QUINTE REGION 
BRANCH of the A.C.O. and the PRINCE EDWARD LOCAL 
ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVANCY ADVISORY COMMITTEE. The two 
groups are sponsoring a WALKING TOUR OP DELHI (Where Picton 
Began). Walkers should assemble at Macaulay House at 2 P.M. 
The tour is designed to increase awareness of Prince Edward’s 
architectural heritage. We take pleasure in highlighting
a few of the buildings to be visited. In view of the great 
response to the earlier walking tour of Belleville’s Poster 
Ward, this event in Picton should keep the guides very busy 
indeed.

E y re S /n n > ? MolhaJ/<xnd £ l o /arte. < f3 C b

12. A reminder from GEORGE SUPER, our Education Officer, that 
May 27th is fast approaching. In case you’ve forgotten, 
that's the deadline for entries in the Society's various 
competitions that are open to elementary and secondary 
school pupils in Hastings County. Projects and art work 
are most welcome. Encourage the young people you know to 
enter the competitions and win some of the money and books 
we are offering. All entrants receive certificates of 
merit to recognize their interest.

13. We regret to record the passing of two strong supporters 
of local history: Earl Sager, who served as a director

of this Society in the 1960's, as a 
representative of Hastings County 
Council
Tom Baird, who did so much to encourage 
a meaningful Centennial Celebration in 
1978, in his role as executive director 
of Belleville Centennial '78.
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14. Prom Kingston City Hall (K7L 2Z3) comes exciting news about 
KINGFEST 1983» scheduled from July 9th to July 23rd.
This is a plan to promote the educational, cultural and 
recreational facilities of Kingston by offering affordable 
family holidays to visitors. The theme of the Festival is 
"Kingston in the 19th Century' and there are programs geared 
for anyone over the age of six years. Courses include: 
Canadian Antiques, Archaeology, Kingston: Port and Naval 
Base, Your Family's Archives and Archival Resources, etc. 
There are no academic requirements and there will be a 
relaxed atmosphere. Sounds like a great way to spend one 
or two weeks this summer. Bed and breakfast available at 
Queen's. For more details contact the KINGFEST 1983 office 
in Kingston's City Hall.

15. This past winter KERRY ABEL of Queen's has been conducting 
a Canadian history course in Belleville. Kerry sends along 
a word of appreciation to our many members who helped her 
class members in their research. About half of the students 
researched topics of local importance and we hope to have 
some of the students at a fall meeting of the Society.

16. DONALD M. HOLMAN of Box 2207, R.R. 1, Kingston, K7L 4V1, 
is still searching for clues on Francis Joseph Dixon who 
graduated from the Ontario College at Belleville and enrolled 
in the first R.M.C. class. Can you offer any help?

17. Society membership is nearing the 300 mark. Among recent 
new members is the Quinte Region Branch of the Architectural 
Conservancy of Ontario (a corporate sponsor). We welcome 
their support. Appreciated also is a note from HEATHER 
McCLUNE, on behalf of herself and husband GARY. She writes: 
"I have been interested in becoming a member of the Hastings 
County Historical Society since my husband and I moved to 
Belleville in January of this year. Through MARY HALL, one 
of your members, I was introduced to The Historic Structures 
Committee of the Society. After seeing the wonderful work 
the committee is doing, I was even more determined to join." 
And join she did. Welcome, Heather and Gary.
P.S. Heather is signed up as a member of the Historic

Structures Team to research a significant building.

Who says that historians have no sense of humour???
[The editor trusts that museologists also have a sense 
of humour.]



-  6 -

18. Some of our members hope to attend the Ontario Historical 
Society Workshop at Prescott on May 6 (Friday evening) and 
May 7 (Saturday). It’s entitled "Gone but not forgotten: 
Cemeteries as an Historic and Cultural Resource". For 
information on the workshop or the activities of our 
cemetery indexing team, call PAT BENNETT at 962-6583.

19. BELLEVILLE'S LOCAL ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVATION ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE deserves your continuing support, as do similar 
groups throughout the Quinte area. Take time to share a 
kind word or encouragement with one of these gentlepersons 
who devote their time, energy, and talents to our heritage.

20. An appeal for help:
Early Ontario Teachers. Diaries, corespondence and memoirs of men and women
who taught in Ontario schools before 1920 sought for project on the history of
Ontario teachers. Please send information to:

Dr. Alison Prentice
Department of History and Philosophy
OISE
152 Bloor Street West 
Toronto, Ontario 
MSS 1V6

21. A sign of the (progressive), times: James Andrews, a member 
whose address used to read R.R. 3, Lakefield, Ontario", writes 
to tell us that his new address is"1299 Highway 28, R.R. 3,
Lake field." No, he hasn't moved, but as he comments:

"Please note that we country folks have been given 
house number like you city slickers."

The important thing is that the mail goes through/
22. That's almost the bottom of the mail bag reached now. Hope 

to see many of you at the May 10th meeting in the Quinte 
Living Centre to hear RON VASTOKAS. In any event, have a 
HAPPY VICTORIA DAY. /«>

MESSAGES OF IMPORTANCE 
from the
HASTINGS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.0. BOX 1418 
Belleville, Ontario
NEXT MEETING ON MAY 10 - 
Can you guess the topic 
from this picture?
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