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Archival anecdotes about the lion, the poet and other 
Hastings County Lore presented by the Archive Angels
After cancellation of its 2006 January meeting 

because of freezing rain and snow, the Society got 
off to a “roaring” start in February with the tale 
of an irritable lion and other historical anecdotes 
resurrected from Hastings County archival mate
rial by the Archive Angels. The lion, a star with 
the Ringling Brothers Circus, was in Belleville 
for a show. It was the summer of 1922 and the 
circus manager was worried because the big cat 
was noticeably ill-tempered. Unless the cause of 
the trouble could be diagnosed and cured one of 
the show’s biggest attractions would have to be 
scratched. Dr. D.R. Benson, a local veterinarian, 
was called. He quickly saw that the lion’s eye was 
swollen but to determine the reason for this, he 
said, he would need to make a close examination 
and this obviously was not possible. The manager 
replied that they would tie the lion down and the 
doctor could then enter the cage and have a look.

Next Meeting
TUESDAY, MARCH 21 ,

2006
Speaker 

Dave Perschick
Topic

Belleville Railways
Refreshments

Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 
Monthly meetings are 

held in the Auditorium of the Quinte 
Living Centre 

370 Front Street, Belleville

The Archive Angels entertained and informed during the Febru
ary general meeting. D oug K nutson photo

Whether brave, foolhardy or sympathetic we will never know 
but the good doctor said he would do it. The animal was secured 
(how this was done is not reported—tranquilizers were not used) 
and Benson successfully removed from the swollen eye a tiny 
piece of the ringmaster’s whip.

John Savage was a Belleville poet. Bom in England in the nine
teenth century he was the youngest of 11 children and started 
school when he was only three years old. He came to Canada 
around the turn of the century and settled in Belleville where he 
worked for the Walker Hardware Company. During World War I 
he served overseas with the Princess Patricia Regiment. Two of 
his poems are Thoughts of Home and Our Dear Old Belleville 
Town from which a few verses were read to the audience.

Pictures of POWs or Pet of the Week were shown. It was report
ed that HCHS volunteers have catalogued 27,000 pictures with 
still many thousands to go. The Society has a good collection of 
family photographs from times past. A stereoscopic picture of a 
horse drawn streetcar on Belleville’s Front Street, from around 
1880, was shown, and videos relating to the rededication of the 
UEL monument and dedication of the BCIVS monument in 2005 
were played. A copy of the original will for John Meyers’ mill is 
contained in the archives along with fact that the estate was val
ued at nearly £13,000.

There is a 1910 letter to Lieutenant Colonel William N. Ponton 
about the success of the Old Boys Reunion held that year. Fifty 
years ago Jane Forrester, the first woman mayor of Belleville, 
was elected to office.

Continued on page 2.



On Sunday, November 13, 2005, 
approximately 100 people gathered 
on the northwest corner of the for
mer Belleville Collegiate Institute 
and Vocational School (BCIVS) site 
to dedicate a monument to the for
mer public school. The dedication 
ceremony, presided over by BCIVS 
Alumni Association president Sam 
Brady, was brief but poignant. 
Included in the service was a pre
sentation by society member Gerry 
Boyce (and former BCI teacher) 
who spoke on the history of the site 
and the school. The monument, de
signed by John Lowry (another soci
ety member), was constructed from 
stonework and bricks salvaged from 
the school following its untimely de
molition in 2004. Interred within the 
monument are three time capsules 
(two originally from the school). A 
dedication plaque standing along
side the monument displays histori
cal photos and a brief history of the 
school.

Donation for Archives
The Hastings County Historical Society has received 

a $300 donation in memory of Joan Douglas from her 
cousin, Patricia Stone of Toronto. Since Joan had a 
long interest in the archival work of the Society, Mrs. 
Stone asked that the $300 be spent on materials neces
sary to preserving our archives. The Society will also 
be putting up a plaque to recognize the donation and 
remember Joan.

The 1935 Earthquake 
remembered
Continued from page 1.

Chamber of Commerce scrapbooks covering the period 
from 1920 to 1940 report on such things as the transfer of 
Bay Bridge ownership from private to public hands, the 
opening of Belleville’s Memorial Arena in 1932, the 1935 
earthquake and promotion of the city as a port for ocean 
going vessels. The CN steam locomotive that for so many 
years stood proudly on Zwicks Island was moved there on 
tracks that were picked up from behind it and laid down in 
front, a job that took 12 hours to complete. Another task 
that HCHS has undertaken is the collection of advertising 
posters. The Empire Theatre has agreed to save copies of 
its posters for the Society, a couple of recent ones being 
for Tommy Hunter and the Smothers Brothers.

The Archive Angels were thanked for their volunteer 
work by Vera Morton who presented each one with a red 
rose. The speakers for the evening were Gerry Boyce, 
Adele Dibben, Lois Foster, Beth Green, Bill Kennedy, 
Doug Knutson, Katharine Mills, Luella Parkhurst, Jackie 
Simpson and Mary Jane Throop.

The “Archive Angels”
Ruth Boyce is the only volunteer who lives within easy walk
ing distance of the Hastings Heritage Centre. She and her 
husband Roy live in the beautiful stone farmhouse just north 
of the general store/post office in Cannifton. She has helped 
catalogue the pictures from the Quinte Weekly News collec
tion and recent additions to the Colonel W.N. Ponton Collec
tion. In this picture, she is examining a Belleville Chamber of 
Commerce scrapbook from the 1920s. Boyce photo



Hastings County Historical Society Officers, 2006
Executive committee

Past-president Hazel Shaw 969-1900 (h), 969-7400 ex 2403 (o)

President Orland French
hlloystshaw@ qhc.on.ca 

969-8354, 969-4481 (fax)

Vice-president (open) 
Treasurer Michael Shaw

ofrench@ littlebrickbookhouse.com 

969-1900 hazel.lloyst@ sympatico.ca
Secretary Diane Sule 967-1101 mdsule@ sympatico.ca

Directors
Membership Vera Morton 966-4859
Fund-raising All directors
Program Doug Knutson 962 -5498 (h), 962-7045 (o), 966-5461 (fax),

Publicity Bruce Bedell
w ind@ reach.net 

968-4130 bwbbedell@ yahoo.ca
Outlook editor Bill Kennedy 962-5991 kennedypec@ aol.com
Outlook distribution Vera Morton 966-4859
Outlook production Lewis Zandbergen 395-3022 (h), 395-3015 ext. 42 (o)

Appointed executive positions (non-voting)
lewis. zandbergen@ sympatico.ca

Heritage advisor Gerry Boyce 968-5023, gerry.boyce@ sympatico.ca
Archives workshop co-ordinator Gerry Boyce 968-5023, gerry.boyce@ sympatico.ca
Archives consultant Sharon White 968-6160, sharon.white@ charonic.com
Society crier Bruce Bedell 968-4130
Picture archivists Marion Fisher
Genealogical advisor Adele Dibben 962-7132
Landscape advisor Hazel Shaw 969-1900
Building research advisor Lois Foster 968-2715
Minus 100 co-ordinator Elizabeth Mitchell 968-4498 (h), 966-6731 (o)

Other numbers Jackie Simpson 962-1737
Heritage Belleville David Bentley 969-0633

Hastings gets a new atlas
Where in the world is Thanet? 

How many countries of the world 
could fit into Hastings County 
simultaneously? How can you 
tell which direction the Ice Age 
glaciers flowed over Hastings 
County? Which famous explorer 
fled for his life through Hastings? 
Which county is the mineral Hast- 
ingsite named after?

The new Hastings County Heri
tage Atlas has the answers to these 
and hundreds of other questions. 
To be published before Christmas, 
2006, the new full-colour atlas is 
the first of its kind to be published 
in Hastings County since the

Belden’s atlas of 1878.
It is a compilation of old archival 

maps depicting the evolution and 
development of the county. Its 
new maps show the placement of 
everything from cheese factories 
and post offices, existing and his
toric, to cemeteries and schools. 
Historic maps have been culled 
from national and provincial ar
chives, and are supplemented by 
photographs from the collection 
of the Hastings County Historical 
Society.

The all-new Hastings County 
Heritage Atlas is being prepared 
by Wallbridge House Publishing

under contract to the County of 
Hastings. This is not a reprint of 
the original atlas. Publication is 
scheduled for the fall, with the at
tractive hard cover atlas expected 
to sell in the $60 range. Books 
will be sold through bookstores, 
municipal offices and other out
lets. Books ordered in advance of 
publication can be personalized 
with a name stamped in gold foil 
on the cover.

Answers to the questions above: 
On the Hastings Road south of 
Ormsby; 19; the direction of the 
drumlins; Champlain; Hastings, 
of course.
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You’re invited to see what the Archives Angels have been up to
Archives Awareness Week begins on Monday, April 3. 

Our Society will be celebrating the event that afternoon 
(1 to 4 o’clock) with an Open House at the Hastings 
Heritage Centre. You and your family and friends are 
cordially invited to attend. There will be special displays 
and a chance to see the Archive Angels working on some 
of their many projects. At 2 and 3 p.m., Gerry Boyce and 
some of the Angels will give brief presentations on the 
role of the archives. Light refreshments will be available. 
Come out and see what the Heritage Centre is all about. 
Winterfest

The Archive Angels were pleased to participate in Bel
leville’s Winterfest activities on February 25. We set up 
checkerboards and displays as we joined with Glanmore, 
Heritage Belleville, and Doors Open Belleville to add a 
heritage touch to the city’s celebrations of winter. We 
even arranged for a good snowfall for the day. To reward 
participants in the checker matches, we gave out more 
than 200 caramels. According to the entries in our draw, 
about twenty percent of our visitors came from outside 
Belleville, especially from Quinte West and The Carrying 
Place. We congratulate Bryan Davies and Wayne Ber
trand of Belleville, winners of 2006 Society memberships 
in the draw.

In order to consolidate 
our picture collections, 
the Mika Picture Col
lection and the Quinte 
Weekly News Picture 
Collection (together 
totalling more than 
35,000 pictures) have 
been moved into the 
main Picture Archives. 
New shelving has been 
provided. Boyce photo

Our Winterfest Volunteers
Our thanks go to the Archive Angels who set up the 

displays on Friday and supervised the event on Saturday, 
namely (in alphabetical order): Gerry Boyce, Adele Dib- 
ben, Lois Foster, Beth Green, Bill Kennedy, Katharine 
Mills Luella Parkhurst, and Mary Jane Throop. Congratu
lations to Mary Jane Throop, chief organizer of the Win
terfest heritage program.
Sympathy

Our sympathy is extended to the family and friends of 
Richard (Dick) Midland of Belleville. Dick was a former 
executive member of the Society.
Did You K now ...

that the Belleville Garden Club is celebrating its 130th 
anniversary this year? Representatives of the club have 
been researching its early records now housed at the Hast
ings Heritage Centre.

Society President Or- 
land French plots his 
next move as he ma
nipulates the checkers 
at our Winterfest dis
play. Keeping watchful 
eyes on Orland’s move 
are Mary Jane Throop 
and Orland’s wife 
Sylvia (seated) while 
Lois Foster (standing) 
supervises.

Boyce photo

Did You K now ...
that The Bancroft Times column “The Times Traveller” 

by Barney Moorhouse continues to publish excerpts from 
early papers. For example, this gem from 1929:

Wagg: “What has four legs and no wings, but can jump 
as high as the Eiffel Tower?”

Tagg: “I give up.”
Wagg” A dead horse.”
Tagg: “But a dead horse can’t jump.”
Tagg: “Neither can the Eiffel Tower.”

Gordon Davies (left), Jeremy Davies (centre) and Lois Foster 
prepare for the Society’s draw for memberships at Belleville’s 
Winterfest. Heritage Belleville display panels are in the back
ground. Boyce photo

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office in Can- 
nifton. Please address mail to General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario K 0K 1K0 

Outlook is published in January, February, March, April, May, September, 
October and November for the friends and members of 

the Hastings County Historical Society.
It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbengen.

Anyone wishing to submit articles or information may contact the editor at 
613-395-3022, or E-mail <dewis.zandbergen@sympatico.ca>

Thank you to The Community Press for its assistance.
PLEASE NOTE!

The Deadline for the April 2006 issue is March 24,2005
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