
T u e sd a y , J a n u a r y  21
1997

Auditorium  
Quinte Living Centre,

370 Front Street, Belleville

7:30 Coffee 
8:00 Meeting 

Guest Speaker 
Robert B. Leslie

Topic
Leslies’ Shoes 1919-1997
Bob Leslie is the third generation 

of Leslies operating this landmark 
of the downtown business commu
nity. He was bom in Belleville and 
educated in local public schools and 
Quinte Secondary. He attended 
Carleton University for the next 
fouryears, graduating with aBach- 
elor of Commerce degree (Honours 
standing). He then articled for two 
years with Peat, Marwick in To
ronto, a leading firm of chartered 
accountants.
In 1979 he returned to Belleville 

to assist in the operation of the fam
ily business which he took over on 
the death of his father. A year later 
he married Carol Wiggins who had 
recently graduated from Western 
University with a Bachelor of 
Administration. The couple has 
three giris.
In recent years Bob Leslie has been 

taking courses at various institutions 
of higher learning in Milwaukee, 
Pittsburg and Boston. As a result 
he is now a certified Pedorthist and 
can be referred by a medical doc
tor for people with problem feet 
such as from diabetes, aging 
etc. In addition to speaking on 
the origins of the family busi
ness and how it has changed 
over the years, Bob will be 
showing a short video.
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Santa Claus

Sterling Hall.”
(Santa  CIans has been an end eating tradition for many C a 

nadian Christmas seasons now. ’C h e  illustration was taken 
foom the (^Stirling <sCews (B^rgus of) Cjhursdag, CSecember 

17, 1903. o ) t was a Christmas advertisement for (Sterling 
(foptall, a ('Stirling, Ontario, business. C hen as now the desire 
for gou and gour loved ones is for a hajrpg and jpyous C hrist

mas and SC ew yeat. Co his wish comes foom all of) us at the 
(Tptastings C ounty (fofotistorical (Society to all o f gou.

The Hastings County Historical Society, P.O. Box 1418, Belleville, Ontario K8N 5J1



Our difficulties are not yet at an end
character in Alias Grace) and 
Mrs. Moodie. The difference, 
Mr. Peterman explained, was 
that C atherine had indeed 
met Grace Marks while the 
latter was a prisoner in the 
Kingston penitentiary.

His love affair with Cana
dian literature did not de
velop until he began his 
teaching career at Trent Uni
versity and Roughing It In 
The Bush was a curriculum 
subject. Professor Peterman 
went into some detail con
cerning the con tribu ting  
causes o f C atherine Parr 
Traill’s obscurity. She was a 
struggling author in a Victo
rian society which frowned 
upon a woman pursuing a ca
reer. She was m arried to a 
man who often suffered from 
depression and would leave 
at a moment’s notice to walk 
from Lakefield to Belleville. 
Death and financial hardship 
plagued the Traills for almost 
all of their lives. However, 
despite the obstacles placed 
in her way, Catherine became 
one of the most im portant 
19th century  bo tan ists , a 
writer of note who turned out 
an im pressive num ber o f 
books, articles and essays. 
When she died in 1899 she 
was the oldest author in the 
British Empire.

Note: I ’ve used the spelling 
Catherine here but have seen 
it spelled both Catherine and 
Catharine.

by Lewis Zandbergen 
There are precious few peo

ple in the area who have not 
heard of the M oodie family 
and in particu lar Susanna 
Moodie (nee Strickland). The 
stone “cottage” she and her 
husband, John W eddeburne 
Dunbar M oodie, occupied

between 1842 and 1870 still 
stands on the corner of Bridge 
and Sinclair Streets, Susanna’s 
name has been given to the 
school on Avonlough Road

and two streets in Belleville 
(M oodie and D unbar) owe 
their names to this couple. 
Susanna is best known for her 
books among them Roughing 
it in the Bush and Life in the 
Clearings.

C atherine Parr Traill was 
Susanna’s older sister and al

though her life  was often  
overshadowed by Susanna’s, 
Catherine was a formidable 
and prodigious writer as well. 
She is probably best known

for her book The Back  
woods o f  C anada , which 
was written a full 16 years 
before Susanna w rote 
Roughing It In The Bush. 
Catherine can easily be con
sidered one of the most im
portant w riters o f early 
Canada. She had published 

eight books here in 
Canada and before im
m igrating had pub
lished 10 or 11 in Great 
Britain. Catherine pub
lished her last book, 
Cot and Cradle Stories, 
in 1895 at the age of 93.

Providing us with an 
insight into the life of 
this pioneer of the Ca
nadian landscape and 
literature was Professor 
M ichael Peterm an of 
Trent U niversity. He 
admitted he felt badly 
that Catherine has suf
fered at the hands of 
most people, although 
the ignorance about the 
au tho r’s life is not 
wholly of our doing.

P rofessor Peterm an 
prefaced his remarks 
with a reference to an
other Canadian writer 
(M argaret A tw ood) 
who had visited  
B ellev ille  the same 

day. The irony was that 
Atwood has dealt with the 
Moodie family in her books 
and mentions a meeting be
tween G race M arks (the
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Gerry Boyce thanked Doctor Michael Peterman (I) for his engrossing 
talk about the life of Catherine Parr Traill at the Hastings County Histori
cal Society’s monthly meeting on Tuesday, November 19.

1997 will soon be here! Have you renewed your membership? If not, the Society would appreciate receipt 
of your membership renewal as soon as possible. New members are also welcome. Please complete this 
form and bring it with your payment to the Society’s next general meeting, or send it by mail to the H ast
ings County H istorical Society, P.O. Box 1418, B elleville, O ntario K 8N 5J1.

M E M B E R SH IP C A T E G O R IE S:
Individual $15.00 F ife  M em her $150.00
Fam ily $20.00 Corporate Sponsor $50.00
Senior/Student $10.00 W om en’s Institute/
Senior Fam ily $15.00 O rganization $15.00

I also enclose a donation o f  $ _______toward the w ork o f  the Society.

The Hastings County Historical Society is a Registered Charity. Official receipts for Income Tax purposes will be
forwarded to you with your membership card.



No Contest - The verdict’s in. 
Readers did not like the recent 
“contest” where I invited you 
to suggest what the municipal 
map of Hastings County (in
cluding Belleville and Trenton) 
might look like in 2000 A.D. 
The person who submitted “the 
most interesting and imagina
tive prediction” was to receive 
FREE an autographed copy of 
my Eldorado: Ontario’s First 
Gold Rush (value $21.55) in 
time for Christmas reading or 
giving. Well, perhaps our read
ers are too busy to respond, pre
fer to think about the past in
stead of the future, or already 
have copies of Eldorado. What
ever the reason, there were no 
entries and I still have the prize 
book.
Try, try again - The prize book 
(plus a two-dollar souvenir coin 
issued in 1996 by the Belleville 
Chamber of Commerce to cel
ebrate the 175th anniversary of 
the Quinte Exhibition) will go 
to the reader who sends in a per
sonal story about life in Hast
ings County (or the Quinte 
area) some years ago. It should 
be: brief (100 to 250 words), 
based on a personal experience, 
interesting, and able to be 
printed in a future Outlook. 
Items should be sent to Gerry 
Boyce, 173 Bridge Street East, 
Belleville, Ontario K8N 1N3 
by January 25, 1997.
Hastings County - “To be or 
not to be?” That’s the question. 
Will there be a Hastings County 
in a few years? It’s existed for 
two centuries, but restructuring 
talks may lead to dramatic 
changes. Consider that the 
municipalities in Prince 
Edward County have opted to 
unite in a single government. 
The new unit (the City of Prince 
Edward) may still be known as 
Prince Edward County. Who 
could have imagined such 
changes a few years ago. Will 
a Quinte City be created?

Threatened heritage - Chang
ing times threaten heritage 
structures. Belleville readers 
are well aware of the loss of 
Tabernacle United Church this 
past summer, the growing 
threat to BCIVS, the contro
versy surrounding the planned 
demolition of the Filliter Build
ing at 298-300 Front Street to 
make way for another entrance 
to the Riverside Parking Lot, 
and the uncertain future of the 
rusting railroad locomotive at 
Zwick’s Island.
The private sector has helped 

to preserve some heritage struc
tures in Belleville. Consider the 
splendid efforts of the Quinte 
Construction Association to 
preserve the old stone building 
at 54 Station Street (the site of 
Captain John Meyers original 
1790 m ill) and Teddington 
Limited’s expenditure to safe
guard the historic Billa Flint 
house on Coleman Street.
A question - Heritage support
ers often demonstrate to pre
serve historic structures and 
even materials. I have heard of 
plans to save insulbrick on a 
structure. When will heritage 
supporters march to save an 
early McDonald’s Restaurant 
in the Quinte area or aluminum 
and vinyl siding and windows? 
I’m sure it will happen. The 
only question is “When?” 
Another question - Courtesy 
of The Bancroft Times of 1907: 
“If a man on the front of an ice 
wagon weighs one hundred and 
fifty pounds, his horse weighs 
twenty times as much as he and 
the man on the back of the 
wagon, what does the man on 
the back of the wagon weigh? 
(See answer at end).
A tip of the hat - Hats off to 
Peter Ferri, Youth Service 
Canada (a branch of Human 
Resources Development 
Canada), Trenval (a commu
nity development agency in 
Trenton), the village of

Frankford, and a number of in
dividuals who are co-operating 
to create a pioneer site on Bata 
Island (formerly Sill Island) in 
Frankford to illustrate the ear
liest efforts of the United Em
pire Loyalists and other immi
grants upon arriving on their 
land grants. The Trenton Com
munity Players put on vignettes 
at an open house to give a fla
vour of what the project would 
become.
Author, author - Margaret 
Atwood, noted Canadian au
thor, attracted an audience of 
almost 300 when she read ex
cerpts from her newest book 
Alias Grace and signed auto
graphs recently in the Corby 
Library Gallery. She asked to 
come to Belleville because her 
interest in Grace Marks was 
first kindled by a chapter in 
Susanna Moodie’s Life in the 
Clearings. Margaret also vis
ited Moodie Cottage, now the 
residence of contemporary 
Canadian author Leo Simpson 
and his wife, Jackie.
Cheese Route news - The 
Cheese Route attracts attention. 
Official opening festivities in 
December were accompanied 
by news that the early records

of the Moira Valley Cheese and 
Butter Manufacturing Company 
have been preserved. Evan 
Morton notes in The Tweed News 
that Doug Mumford of 
Hungerford Township has saved 
the books. These record the 
names and seals of the 52 char
ter stockholders in January 1894. 
The first cheese maker was John 
C. Morton.
Area news in brief - John Poneta 
of Brantford has produced a rep
lica birdhouse of Napanee’s 
Macpherson House to be placed 
among other heritage miniatures 
in the unique Birdhouse City in 
Picton. Ralph Bangay of 
Brighton has bought that vil
lage’s CN station and plans to 
open a museum on the site. 
From The Bancroft Times of 90 
years ago:
“How are you coming with your 

system of weather prediction?”
“Well,” answered the prophet, 

cheerily, “I can always get the 
kind of weather all right, but I 
haven’t quite succeeded in hit
ting the dates exactly.”
And finally - The answer: “The 
man on the back end weighs ice.” 
Season’s greetings to all, and 
remember to enter our “Memo
ries” contest.

contest
Win!!

Eldorado: Ontario’s First 
Gold Rush

(value $21.55)-, 
plus

c_____ > a $2 souvenir coin
(Issued in 1996 by the Belleville Chamber of Commerce to 
celebrate the 175th anniversary of the Quinte Exhibition)

Write down your memories of earlier times in an 
essay of between 100 and 250 words and mail to:
G erry Boyce, 173 B ridge Street East, Belleville, 

O ntario K 8N 1N3
Deadline for entries is January 25, 1997.



Your County M useum
257 Bridge Street East, Belleville, Ontario, K8N1P4 (613) 962-2329

Christmas at Glanmore
<

Experience the Victorian elegance 
of Glanmore at Christmas. 

Festively decorated for the Yuletidi 
Season, Glanmore offers a refreshing break 

from the hustle and bustle of this busy time. Bring 
family and friends and discover how Christmas 
was celebrated in years gone by. The museum is 

open from 1 to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday through 
Sunday.

G lanm ore’s public  
holiday hours

Monday, December 23 Closed 
Tuesday, December 241:00 - 4:30 
p.m.
Wednesday, December 25 Closed 
Thursday, December 26 Closed 
Friday, December 27 1:00 - 4:30 
p.m.

Saturday, December 28 1:00 - 4:30 
p.m.
Sunday, December 29 1:00 - 4:30 
p.m.
Monday, December 30 Closed 
Tuesday, December 31 1:00 - 4:30 
p.m.
Wednesday, January 1 Closed 
Thursday, January 2 Back to 
regular hours

Christmas special events.

Jhiletide at home
Sunday, December 15 

This event is hosted by the Hastings County 
Museum Volunteer Auxiliary. Guests will enjoy 
traditional holiday refreshments and a relaxing 
visit in the serene Victorian surroundings. Drop 
in between 1 and 4 p.m. Cost is $4 for adults 
and $2 for children plus G.S.T.

NEW! 
Glanmore 

Candlelight Tour
December 18, 7 and 
8:30 p.m. Enjoy a spe
cial evening Christmas 
tour. Refreshments 
will be served.
Please call 962- 
2329 to 
preregister.

Museum acquires 1860s 
Belleville Fire Helmet

The museum  acquired a significant artifact o f local 
history in October. M rs. Ginny English o f Boothbay, 
Maine, donated her great-great-grandfather’s Belleville 
Volunteer Fire Brigade Helmet to the museum. James 
Cumm ins was a harness and saddle m aker who lived 
and worked on Front Street from the 1850s to the 1880s. 
C um m ins w as Forem an o f  the Independent H ose 
Com pany No. 2 in 1879 and w as appointed Assistant 
C hief o f  the Belleville Fire Com pany in 1881, serving 
in this position until his death.

The helm et is in excellent shape and will m ake a 
valuable addition to the collection. The museum would 
like to thank Belleville residents Chris Drenth and 
Gerry Boyce for assisting in research on this artifact.

Outlook is published monthly for the Friends and
Members of the Hastings County Historical Society

Eg and Mary Boyce 
c/o 173 Bridge Street East 
Beiieviile Ontario 
K8N 1N3 1996 (Z/B)


