
Deaf and Dumb Institution,
Hamilton, January 6th, 1870.

To the Wardens, Reeves, and Deputy Reeves of County  Councils, and Mayors 
of Corporations, Ontario.

Gentlemen,—

My appeal to you in May last, for a continuance of your patronage and support during the 
past year, has, I am happy to state, exceeded my most sanguine expectations, the County Councils of Leeds, 
Northumberland, Haldimand, Lanark, Welland, Waterloo and Wentworth, having generously responded to 
my call for donations, thus enabling me to board and educate seven indigent mutes, and reduce the cost of 
maintenance in favour of four others, whose parents are in straitened circumstances.

I have, likewise, much pleasure in numbering amongst my staunch supporters and long-tried friends, 
the intelligent and benevolent members of the County Councils of Brant, Bruce, Carleton, Ilalton, Huron, 
Lambton, Lincoln, Norfolk, Peel, Simcoe, Wellington, the Township of Mornington, and last, not least, the 
Corporations of Hamilton and of Toronto.

It is to me a source of deep regret that, consequent on my uncertain tenure of Dundurn, lately pur
chased by Southern gentlemen for a water-cure establishment, I have been reluctantly compelled to refuse the 
admission of six pupils during the present week. This, added to other trials, and the irreparable loss to me 
and to the Institution of one of my teachers—the late esteemed Joseph J. G. Terrill—has deeply affected me. 
He was invariably punctual in attendance ; indefatigable in the school room ; gentle and amiable to all with 
whom he had intercourse. But, sad as this bereavement is, my affliction is lightened in the reflection, that 
Mr. Watson is spared to give me the benefit of his sound wisdom and faithful services; and that I enjoy the 
full confidence of the parents of my boys and girls, and the sympathy and steady support of my many 
friends in the County Councils above-mentioned.

You are, doubtless, aware that the Government grant usually made on behalf of the Charitable 
Institutions of United Canada has not been paid for the half year ending 31st December, 1867. By this 
I sustain a very heavy loss of $1,500, resulting in the sale of my Homestead in Toronto by the Court of 
Chancery, and a Mortgage taken on my personal effects to pay the balance of my indebtedness. What 
renders this a great hardship, is the fact, that I was obliged to pay out of the fruits of my own industry the 
salary of the Medical Superintendent who was appointed by that very Government of Canada and who 
u made it obligatory on the Hoard of Commissioners to pay him this Salary! The amount is $300. I was 
further obliged to sell my horse, buggy, &c., Ac., to help to pay the salaries of my assistants. Wonder will 
Sir John A. Macdonald refund the $300 ?

I would entreat you, Gentlemen, to “ help me along ” fortlie next eight months, after which my 
importunities in the shape of begging letters for educational purposes, to mitigate human suffering, will for 
ever cease.

P. S. My Annual Report will be issued on February 7th.

Yours very gratefully and obediently,

J. B. McGANN.


