
Dr. A. B. Baird
Dies Suddenly
In Vermont

Pioneer entomologist and form
er head of the Dominion Entom
ology Laboratory at Belleville, 
Dr. Alfred B. Baird died suddenly 
on Saturday while on his way 
home from a holiday in the 
Maritimes.

Since his retirement in 1956 
from the Entomolgy service, 
Dr. Baird had lived in Ottawa 
and was on his way there when 
he suffered a heart attack and 
died in the state of Vermont. He 
was 69.

Born in Lake Stream, N.B., 
Dr. Baird attended public and 
high school at Chipman, later 
attending the Nova Scotia Agri
cultural College at Truro.

Taking an early interest in 
entomolgy, Dr. Baird entered 
the Guelph Agricultural College 
graduating with a B.S.A. degree 
in 1916. He later enrolled in 
graduate studies at Cornell Uni
versity, there receiving his M.S. 
degree.

His entomological career be
gan in 1911 with his appoint
ment as seasonal assistant on 
month survey.
WORKED IN MARITIMES

He later worked in the first 
entomological laboratory in New 
Brunswick and after graduation 
from university in 1916 was ap
pointed field officer at Frederic
ton.

After graduation he continued 
working on parasite introductions 
and natural control of native in
sect pests. These studies were 
extended to the Western Pro
vinces and in 1918 Dr. Baird was 
transferred to British Columbia 
with headquarters at Agassiz.

In 1923 Dr. Baird was transfer
red to Ottawa and soon was 
transferred again, this time to 
St. Thomas to work on com borer 
control.

A permanent laboratory and 
headquarters for biological con
trol work was established in 
Belleville in 1929 with Dr. Baird 
in charge. Under his direction 
activities of the laboratory ex
panded rapidly and with the dis
covery of the European spruce 
sawfly in Quebec in 1930 an all 
out battle to control this insect 
was carried out under Mr. 
Baird’s direction.
FIRST BUILT IN CITY

Through Dr. Baird’s foresight 
and ingenuity the first air-con
ditioned laboratory in the division 
was built in Belleville in 1934 for 
the rearing and handling of in
sects in quarantine.

In this building some 100 mil
lion parasites have been propa
gated for distribution in Canada.

In 1948 other biological control 
laboratories were established in 
Quebec and British Columbia and 
Dr. Baird was transferred to Ot
tawa as head of the biological 
control unit, where he remained 
until his retirement in 1956.

As a pioneer and leader in the 
biological method of insect con
trol, Dr. Baird had the distinc
tion of organizing and directing 
this work in Canada during the 
period of its greatest growth.

He represented the Division at 
the Commonwealth Conference on 
Entomology in 1948 and in 1954 
and was president of the Entomo- 
gical Society of Ontario in 1945- 
47.
MEMBER OF ROTARY

While in the city he took an

active interest in the Rotary 
Club arid all civic activities.

He is survived by his wife, the 
former Hazel A. Black of Guelph, 
a daughter, Mrs. D. R. Buchanan 
(Barbara) of Ottawa and a son, 
Ronald, administrator at the Sci
ence Service Laboratory in Kent- 
ville, N.S. A second son Haddow, 
was lost with the H.M.C.S. Shaw- 
inigan during the Second World 
War.

The funeral is being held Tues
day morning in Ottawa.


