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GERMANY—A quaint village in the mountains sits quietly beneath a 
protective blanket of thick snow. The beauty of such settings has 
made them ideal year-round tourist attractions.
ALLEMAGNE—Ce village discret de montagnes. qui sembleprotege 
par une 6paisse couche de neige. demeure un attrait touristique 

vivante.
Muy No. 26 S9V
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MAURICE If. ROLLINS

A mink coat is the dream of al-
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his sponsorships of 
clubs.

cost—the choice may well be 
chinchilla.

onger ‘B's

of tin- expensively furred 
tar1* "Ut ,hCrC Or« half 

i dozen breeders in th. ~ 
dhrMol end so 
Canada.

’e Osha\va

BREED TWICE YEARLY

name-

Maurice

dark.

received—has this 
h« in (h,! cily'|hat h
n»s built a home for 
P®rty a second time.

proverbialmare," cluh

BREEDING STOCK COSTLY

Game time

Now Hollins Constructions

Juniors No L
Belleville’s ‘entry in the 

Eastern Ontario Junior "B" 
League will be no longer 
known as the •’B's.”

Starting tonight the team 
will be known as the '‘Belle
ville Rollins Construction" 
dub.

Maurice Rollins, head of 
the construction firm that 
bears his name, and one of 
this city s best-knowm sports
men is behind the 

; changing move.

Maurice Rollins
Construction Ltd

r pelting and last April 
inchilla pelt. auction 

d in New York. The stole 
mentioned earlier in this story was 
the first chinchilla one to be 
offered for sale in Canada.

Gotting started In the chin
chilla raising business is a bit ex
pensive with the best breeding 

costing anywhere from 
$1,000 to SI,200 a pair.

But from all accounts from then 
on in chinchilla raising should be< 
clear sailing. The animals are 
claimed very easy to raise; they I 
are clean and odorless, and the'

The club in the near fu
ture will wear white sweat
ers with the name of the 
sponsor in red.

Mr. Rollins has been con
nected with and participated 
in sport since he was 
high.” He was an excep
tionally fine softball player 

and played junior hockey for 
a number of yeans here.

He was_ ---- a member of
"Toots" Holway’s early fif 
ties junior squad and never 
misses the annual reunion of 
the club.

tangiblc interest taken in the 
orSanization by Mr. Rollins.

Although he has quite ac
tive participation,

I never lost interest in sport. 
He has been generous with

He entered the business 
world with the same zeal and 
energy that marked his ef
forts in the realm of sport.

Today he heads a highly 
successful company that spe- 
cializcs in house construction 
with branches here. Kingston. 
Cobourg, Peterborough and 
Trenton.

manager Jim 
Matthews said today, "it bakes 
money to operate a hockey 
club. if the fans will fQ|. 
'°'v Mri Rollins' example and 
back the club through the 
boxo f flee turnstiles 
should have a successful 
son.”

The Rollins ConstrucUdii 
meet the Peterborough Byga 
'n ’ ^o'lolril four-point jun
ior “B" game tonight in Me- 
morial Arena.
nine o'clock.

Names Supt
Maurice H. Rollins Construc

tion Limited is pleased to an
nounce the appointment of Mr. 
John F. Rollins as Genera) 
Superintendent. His association 
with the Houston Lumber Com
pany as salesman and estimator 
h?dthi1'l,,'7'Ve.year!' "P^ience 
“> the lumber business will be a 
definite asset to this construction 
company.

Maurice H Rollins Construc
tion Limited is owned and oper- 

Maurlce H- Hollins and is 
presently engaged in building 
l°"cs. in th® Belleville area. 
These homes are being construct- 
IL"1.!™* separate price ranges 
and the company is planning 
expansion into further general 
construction work.

“T'0* Rolnns’ BollevlUe' shown with one 
of the Chinchillas which they breed as a hobby. Their "ranch" Is 
the basement of their East Bridge Street bungalow. Mm. Rollins 
wys she enjoys looking after the expensively furred little ani-

Belleville Couple Gets Started
In Breeding of Chinchillas

------------- Yes, chinchilla breeding is now 
most every young girl and worn-1 big time; breeders have their 
an, but for sheer luxury—andl0Wn breeders’ association and hold

J^xeguUvc^of the Bclle- 
riUe junior hockey club is 

ully appreciative of the

play back in Peterborough 
Monday night.

For this formerly little known 
fur is gaining the favor of dis-
criminating fashion leaders and
as result breeding the soft coat-
cd little animals on a commercial
scale has become a lucrative
hobby for many on the North
American continent.

Top grade chinchilla pelts at a
fur auction in New York City last 
April brought up to $175 each
and a full length chinchilla coat
would take up to 200 of them.
A Toronto department store re
cently offered a chinchilla stole, 
the price asked being a mere $6,- 

.500!
I In Belleville, Mr. and Mrs 
Maurice Rollins, Bridge street east

the only known local breed-

r ——a. vuvness, ana me 
basement or any other such quar- 
e^ucan 50 US€d 33 a "ranch”.

They require very little looking 
after and even the “missus” could 

in her sPare time. 
Chinchillas prefer a temperature 
or about 60 degrees, but they are 
hardy little fellows and 40 de
grees will not hurt them a bit.

. ”,th luck a pair of chin- 
chillas will have two young twice 
a year. The young animals are; 
weaned at two months, are mated 
at six months and usually have 
their first offspring before they 
reach their first birthday.

Popularity of the chinchilla 
stems from the fact that it has a 
very fine and dense fur. Dense-
ness of the fur comes from the 
fact that where one hair normally 
grows the chinchilla can sprout, 
about 70. The pelts are bluish 
gray in color and are graded into1 
three shades, light, medium and

In keeping with their size the 
chinchillas are very small eaters 
and cost of feeding them is almost 
negligible.

! ---------------auu uw« "Their main diet is timothy or
regular chinchilla shows- the an- a^a^a hay,” states Maurice Rol- 
imals are tatoocd for * positive | who bas becn interested in 
identification and are registered cbbichilla raising for the past two 
and nro — or three years. “They are alj**'

fed vitamin pellets of concent "
and are also rigidly graded for 
the quality of their pelts.

The modern history of chin
chillas dates back to the turn of 
the century when the fur became
very popular—so popular in fact 
that the little animals, found only 
in the lofty Andes mountains 
of South America, were trapped 
almost to extinction.

In fact the chinchillas may 
have become extinct had it nut 
been for an American engineer 
who in 1927 decided to do some
thing about saving the animals. 
So with the idea of raising the 
animals domestically he roughed 
it for several months in the Andes 
Mountain region and managed to 
capture eleven chinchHUs and 
bring them 'back to the United 
States.

It is from this Initial stock that 
all the chinchillas in the United 
States and Canada have been rais-

Until this year, however, chin
chillas have been raised only as
(breeding stuck. Bui recently it 

_____woj felt some animate coulti be

also 
itrat-

ed meal and are given all the 
water they want to drink.”

"And I like looking after them,” 
said Mrs. Rollins. ‘"ITiey are no 
trouble at all, and I think they 
are cute."



MAURICE H. ROLLINS
CONSTRUCTION BELLEVILLE

INVITES YOU TO OPEN HOUSE

356 BRIDGE ST. EAST

OPEN HOUSE HOURS:

FRIDAY 10.00
2.00 5.00
1.00 5.00

Drop Around This Weekend And Have A 
Look At This Moderate Priced Home

for youc.r the

Are you planning on building? 
you interested in looking over an ultra

drew’s Presbyterian Church, the keys to: 
the new Farley Avenue Sunday School, 
officially opened on Sunday.

Are you a home owner? Are 
smart, new, modern home_

A capacity congregation at
tended the opening on Sunday 
of the Farley Avenue Sunday 
School, sponsored by St. And- 

Ilew’s Presbyterian Church. Mr. 
John RoUins, representing the

Mr Gerald Scott, chairman of the 
Board of Governors, is shown on the left 
in the above picture handing to Rev. R 
D MacLean. right, minister of St. An-

over the Ward He then thanked all who, 
> to Mr. had shared in the enterprise of, 
m of the establishing the new building I 
io in turn and preparing it for the open-

Presbytery, urging . his hearers 
to go on to the completion of a 
church.

Mr. MacLean introduced the 
Sunday School teaching staff— 
Mr. and Mrs. Denton Taylor,

SATURDAY

SUNDAY.....

portation. Mr. William Mantle 
and Mr. James Ritchie for 
painting of signs, the Women’s 
Guild for preparing and serving 
of refreshments, and all others 
who had in any way assisted.

The new building which 
stands on a two-acre lot owned
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VISIT THE

QUALITY HOMES

ON DISPLAY IN

THE PARADE OF HOMES

MAURICE H.
TRENTON

PRIVATE TWO WAY 

RADIO TELEPHONE 

MAKES IMMEDIATE 

SUPERVISION POSSIBLE 

SAVING THE CUSTOMER 

: TIME AND MONEY

FULL WRITTEN 
WARRANTY 

ON ALL HOMES

VISIT THE

mV. WWWWi 

•W CW CQHSVVTO. 
•fc.t.V.CWSVm

JevonAhire

ON DISPLAY IN

THE PARADE OF HOMES

"YOUR HOME IS YOUR STATUS SYMBOL"

BY MAURICE ri. ROLLINS CONSTRUCTION LTD.



:d of better boui<?>

Quinte Home Builders Association

MAURICE ROLLINS 
President

KEN DUESBURY

The Quinte Home Builders constantly improving housing 
. » —• i standards.Assoc., is a branch of National 

Home Builders, which has been 
the greatest influence to the 
gcxemment's housing legislat
ion during the past five years, 
and has been responsible for 
lower down payments, and eas
ier financing.

constant liason with the Hon. 
Minister of Public Works. David 
Walker, and the latest effort has 
been the creation of an agency 
'ct the outlet for sale of previ-J 
ous National Housing 
Mortgages, enabling 
ey to be channeled 
housing units.

There are 35 associations ac
ross Canada with a total mem
bership of 5.000 builders, 6«b. 
trades and suppliers. ‘ ,

The local Association is ver/ 
active in endeavoring to solve 
problems of local builders.

BUILT BY

... Belleville s Parade of Homes was , Quinte- Mayor Haig is seen working the 
x" y Sat“rday afternoon saw as Maurice H. Rollins, president of 
by Mayor A. McLean Haig sawing a two the Quinte Home Builders holds the 
by four at ceremonies outside the Hotel I tag end.

Builders Hold Open House 
At Nine New Homes Here

MAURICE H.R0LLINS

Buyers’ Market Is Developing Quinte Home Builders Told

over and a buyers’ market is 1
In short the housing honey- becoming hard to sell, 

moon is over and from here in OFFICERS ELECTED

The housing construction 
boom in Canada is just about

storey bungalow type home, J 
so popular in recent years, is r

fast developing in which po
tential home owners can be ex
pected to make increasing de
mands of the type of house 
they want.

HOME BUILDERS' EXECUTIVE — 1960-61 execu-^ 
tive members of the Quinte Home Builders' Association z 
are seen above at their first meeting of the 1960-61 I 
season- Seated, left to right, are: Kenneth Duesbury,! 
Len Farrell, Maurice Rollins and H. Thomson. J 
Standing are: Henry Hatfield. Camille Lagouette, Jack * 
Sills. Doug Bone. Pat Halloran and Doug Black

which local member^ 
liament, Mayor Haig 
ton's Mayor Harvey 
land took part, a motorcade of' 
open convertibles was formed 
to take the participants and 
their wives on a tour of the 
new homes.

Maurice H. Rollins, as presi
dent of the Quinte Home 
Builders’ Association .acted as 
master of ceremonies for die 
official opening outside the 
hotel.

Mayer Haig congratulated 
the Quinte Home Builders and 
the Belleville real estate ner 
for thrir efforts in spon ojIdr 
the Pffade of Homes. H nid 
it was good to see such fine 
co-operation between the two 
organisations.

AIs< speaking at the open
ing cremonies were Lee H.

were demanding top quality 
home equipment.

There was also a return de- } 
mand for larger type homes , 
with separate dining rooms. In c 
many Canadan centres, the one:L

builders will be forced to place I Local contractor Maurice Rol- 
more emphasis on selling if they tins was named president of 
expect to continue in the hous- the Quinte Home Builders with
mg construction field.

This was the advice heard
Len Farrell and Howard Thom

last night by members of the neth 
Quinte Home Builders' Associa- treas

son as vice presidents and Ken- g
Duesbury secretary

treasurer.
tion as they met at the Club 

I Canara for their first dinner 
meeting of the 1960-61 season. . 
Guest speaker for the occasion 
was Bill Gilmartin, district rep
resentative for the Canadian 
Coleman Company.

Executive members include 
Doug Bone, Camille Lagoueet,
Jack Sills. Doug Black. Pat
Halloran and Henry Hatfield.

Hundreds of potential Belle
ville and district new home 
owners had the opportunity 
Saturday and Sunday to in
spect the latest in gracious liv- 

Qulnte District 
Home Builders' Association 
neld ooen house at nine differ
ent new homes to officially 
open the 1961 Parade of Hom-

Open house al Uie nine ae * 
.no:: e, in different parts of Die

city was held Saturday after
noon and Sunday with liter
ally streams of oersons in
specting the dwell Inga Sunday 
afternoon. ;
CEREMON^ HELD

Mayor A. McLean Haig 
ncially opened the Parade of 
Homes Saturday afternoon in 
a brief ceremony in front of 
the Quinte Hotel.

_ Following the ceremonies in

Grille M.P.
South Clarke

Hastings 
Rollins

• Mr. Gilmartin told local i E^ ^’ders that house buyers were i < 
r demanding quality con
ation in homes and also

, McCormick.realtor. Mayor A. McLean Haig. and Lee H. Grills. M.P. for Hastings South.

CONSTRUCTION LTD
FROM A MODEST 
START OF BUILD
ING 10 HOMES
ELEVEN YEARS 
AGO TO OVER 200 
YEARLY. MAURICE 
H ROLLINS CON
STRUCTION LTD. 
HAS ENDEAVORED 
TO OFFER HOME 
BUYERS IN THE 
QUINTE AREA THE 
MOST VALUE FOR 
THEIR MONEY. 
EACH YEAR MORE 
AND MORE FEA
TURES HAVE BEEN 
ADDED T O ROL
LIN'S HOMES UNTIL

M.P.’. for Hastings Fast, and 
Picbn Mayor Harvey Uc- 
Farhnd.

Concluding the cere flUt, i 
Ma-or Haig proved h. 1)4- 
ityas a builder by sawing off 
a .wo by four.

Belleville’s Parade of Homes I 
V being held in conjunction' 
’ith National Home K | 
i splay are homes 
very price bracket 

O the $20,000 class

. , ------------------THIS year, chate-
LAINE MAGAZINE HAS RECOGNIZED THE 
ROLLINS HOME AS AN OUTSTANDING OF
FERING BASED ON DESIGN. APPOINTMENTS 
AND COST.

' the r^ruue
Ham McCormick, realtor. Mayor A.
Clarke T Rollins, M.P.P Hastings East. Geiald Joyce.
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MAURICE H. ROLLINS — REAL ESTATE DEVELOPER

Today, acres of undeveloped land — tomorrow, a bright, new, west-end subdivision, “Glenarden”.
“Glenarden" will represent the ultimate in subdivisions with unsurpassed municipal services. Such as complete underground wiring (no ugly 
poles or wires) paved roads with curbs (no dust), sewers, street lighting—even a municipal park contained within the subdivision. The streets 
will be arranged in quiet crescents allowing only slow, residential traffic. A variety of over 35 house models will insure an interesting design 
throughout the subdivision. Various sized lots are available too.
Probably the most important feature of "Glenarden” is the unprecedented low price of the homes themselves. Three bedroom brick bungalows 
begin at $13,950 — priced much below competition. Needless to say, all homes will contain the many extra features common to any “Rollins 
Home”.
‘‘^«iarden” is close to public and high schools, churches and public transportation, 

to <eD vtKshn oiniunrw nw-n jQWinter Works Bonus.

MAURICE/H\ ROLLINS 
CONSTRUCTION LTD.,

I
- (Srf also our new East End Subdivision "EASTGATE”!



Maurice Rollins 
Meets Princess,
Lord Snowden
Prominent Belleville building 

contractor Maurice Rollins, in 
England last week to attend 
the opening of the exhibition of 
Industrialized Building Systems 
and Components, had the honor 
of being introduced to Princess 
Margaret and her husband, 
Lord Snowdon Thursday after
noon.

Mr. Rollins, whose company 
was retained by the Department __ 
of Trade and Commerce to 
build the Canadian exhibit at 
the show, is also in England to 
attend the official opening of 
his new factory located near 
Dover.

The Rollins organization will 
establish a school in England 
to instruct British tradesmen 
in Canadian Building techni
ques.

BELLEVILLE HOME BUILDER IN ENGLAND — Maurice Rollins (right), of Belleville watches as 
features of his company’s timber-frame house production system are explained to Eric Arnoux (left), of the 
British Board of Trade, by David Ashworth, joint managing director of Fontaberry Insulated Homes Ltd., 
Kent, England. Mr. Rollins is chairman of Fontaberry, a Canadian-British venture to produce and market 
houses in the United Kingdom and Europe.

Construction Roundup

Britons Eager to Watch
THE INTELLIGENCER. WEDNESDAY. MAY 3!. T*h

Canadian Building Methods Belleville Builder
The recent opening of the new 

factory of Fontaberry Insulated 
Homes Ltd. in England attracted 
a number of interested visitors, 
including architects and build-

j The Canadian - British venture 
I features the manufacturing 
I system of Maurice Rollins of 
1 Belleville, with the sales and 

marketing programs to be hand- 
I led by British partners.
I The factory, located at Ayles

ham, Kent is being touted as the 
most efficient of its type in 

' Great Britain and will probably 
make the Rollins timber - frame 
system of home construction

well - known in manyy European 
countries.

Buildings of all types con
structed in the Rollins method 
are now being sold to private 
developers and public housing 
authorities in southern Britain, 
with a number of orders also 
received already from France.

At present, the factory is 
turning out a home a day, but 
the output is expected to in
crease sixfold in three years.

In addition to its own building 
activities, Fontabem- plans to 
construct . factoriesXand. - train 
personnel in timber -^frame 
production techniques in other 
parts of Britain- ,

Succeeds in
LONDON (Special) — 

homes in Switzerland,
Chalet

family dwellings in France and 
municipal housing in Britain — 
all built using Ontario timber 
frame construction methods — 
ere among the first fruits of a
British-Canadian manufactur
ing venture that began in 1966.

MAURICE H. ROLLINS

In less than a year, Fonta-
berry Insulated Homes Ltd., 
Aylesham. Kent, owned jointly
with Maurice H. Rollins Con-

Britain
struction Ltd., Belleville, has 
totted up sales worth $300,000, 
and next year expect to more 
than double this figure, selling 
about 150 homes worth an esti
mated $625,000.

During an interview at On
tario House, London, Maurice 
Rollins, head of the Belleville 
company reported a contract 
for ten four-person houses just 
received by Fontaberry from 
Kent County Council. "It was 
their first order in the muni
cipal housing field,” he said, 
and augered well for the future
as more than half Britain’s
yearly housing total of about 
400,000 were built by local 
municipalities.

The company’s new factory, 
located near Dover, Britain's 
main channel port, has helped 
to give Fontaberry homes a 
price edge in Continental 
Europe. So far 30 have been
constructed in and
Switzerland and Mr. Rollins re
ports bright prospects in the 
Netherlands and West Ger 
many.

In the past three years the 
number of timber frame houses 
built in the U.K. has trebled 
to reach 15.000 and further sub 
stantial growth is expected in 
the next few years. With an an
nual capacity of 750 housing
units. Fontaberry is well plac
ed to compete for an increas

ing business.
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Two British builders were in Belleville recently at the invitation of Maurice H. Rollins to view Canadian 
methods of timber framed construction. The builders, Gerhardt Feld and Derek Ashworth are pictured in 
Belleville From left. Mayor Jack Ellis, Mr. Feld, Maurice H. Rollins, Mr. Ashworth and Lee Grills, M.P., 
Hastings SouU}. ,

Rollins Method of Building
Praised by U.K. Visitors

Ontario builder
Succeeds in UK

Chalet homes in Switzerland, one-family dwellings in France 
and municipal housing in Britain — all built using Canadian 
wood frame construction — are among the first fruits of a 
British-Canadian manufacturing venture that began in 1966.

In less than a year, Fontaberry 
Insulated Homes Ltd of Aylesham, 
Kent, owned jointly with Maurice 
H. Rollins Construction Ltd. of 
Belleville, has totted up sales worth 
$300,000 During the next year it 
expects to more than double this 
figure, selling about 150 homes 
worth an estimated $625,000

During an interview at Ontario 
House, London. Maurice Rollins, 
head of the Belleville company re
ported a contract for ten four- 
person houses just received by 
Fontaberry from Kent County 
Council. It was their first order 
in the municipal housing field. 
Rollins says it's important, because 
more than half Britain's yearly 
housing total of about 400,000 are 
built by local municipalities.

The company's new factory, lo
cated near Dover. Britain’s main 
channel port, has helped to give 
Fontaberry homes a price edge in 
Continental Europe, too So far 
30 have been constructed in France 
and Switzerland and Rollins re
ports bright prospects in the Ne
therlands and West Germany.

7 ' nuuses DUUt
u ««>> 15JXJ0 and further substantial

H in the next few
years With an annual capacity of 
750 housing units. Fontaberry is 
well placed to compete for an in
creasing shar™ ■_ ..

Inspect Toronto 
apt. projects

mendous development 
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In Front of Award HomeMaurice Rollii Stands

Local Contractor

Award
prides itself on Its repeat busi-

which they think excel in one

The builder is then approach

This is the first such award a highly coveted first

DAV

to have it submitted for the 
award and on receiving an af-

upwards of 200 homes annual
ly. as well as apartment con-

A telegram received a few 
days ago by the Maurice H.

planning staff of Chatelaine 
magazine goes over each home 
and chooses the one it thinks

Each year representatives 
of the magazine tour the vari

es well as in Europe.
And the design that won the 

Chatelaine award has been 
used by the company for the 
past four or five years, said “Excellence of design in 

home building" won the Mau

six awards granted nationally 
by the Home Planning Staff of 
Chatelaine magazine, and is 
highly coveted by nation-

The Rolling company puts 
■ up homes throughout the

pany it had been awarded the 
Chatelaine award for excel- 
lence of design.

sauna ivhi 
/Vd 3HL,

, housing editor for Chatelaine magazine, presents 
ilaque in recognition of award winning home. Look- 
ussell Scott.

ASH - ISnSONVAS
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Senior Citizens’ Housing
Work Started Yesterday

tion Ltd. was awarded the con-

Construction began yesterday' 
afternoon on Belleville’s senior

CONSTRUCTION BEGAN yesterday atternoon on the Turnbull Street site 
of the Belleville Senior Citizens Housing Project. Contractor Maurice Rollins 
(right) discusses the plans with Mayor Jack Ellis.

citizens 
minutes 
Maurice 
plans of 
Ontario 
Ma uric °

housing project just 
after the contractor, 
Rollins, received final 
the complex from the 
Housing Corporation. 
H. Rollins Construc-

Recent delays in the begin
ning of the project were caus
ed by a number of changes in
itiated by the Ontario Housing 
Corporation with a view to re
ducing the price. Originally it 
was set at $330,000.

When completed in early Feb
ruary, ♦he development on 
Turnbull St. will accommodate 
16 person* in single units and 
42 persons in double units.

Financtd by the Ontario Hous
ing Corporation, the senior citi
zens’ bousing is guaranteed a 
fixed tax rate by the city.

Mayor Jack Ellis and Maurice 
Rollins were on hand yesterday 
afternoon for initial ground- 
breaking. Aiderman Doug 
Boyle, Chairman of the Special 
Committee on Senior Citizens 
Housing, was absent from the 
city and unable to attend.

Local Builder Looks at Development Scene

fill
MAURICE H. ROLLINS

Editor,
The Intelligencer.

I commend the Mayor and 
Council for their decision to pro
tect this portion of the city 

• ’known as multi - family “B” 
zones from indiscriminate build
ing of multi-family units and 
controlling them as to what and 
to where they can be built. I 
believe our company will be one 
of the builders or developers 
that will be affected most finan
cially by the curtailment of mul
ti-family use (except duplexes) 
in the “B” zone.

When the proposal for the cur
tailment of the “B” zone was 
announced Rollins Construction 
did not prepare a brief or make 
representation to oppose the by
law. Rollins Construction d i d 
not run to City Hall to apply for 
n multi-family building permit 
before the bylaw was passed. 
We had plenty of time and 
plenty of land to do so. As a 
matter of fact we have a build
ing permit for a multi-family 
building on Albert Street and 
have decided to build a single 
family home instead.

We agree, many parts of the 
”B” zone should not have 
apartments although that is 
what the bylaw asked for all 
these years. However, to rele
gate the entire "B” zone to 
single family is not correct eith
er. We. as a company Interest
ed in the development of Belle
ville, feel that council, together 
with area and local planners 
should, with the help of citizen 
participation, create guidelines 
to follow with respect to types 
of housing most desirable for 
specific sectors. With this to 
work with we can then produce 
a variety of accommodations in 
different locales and within the 
income brackets of the proposed 
purchasers.

Many allegations have been 
made to the effect that we are 
indiscriminatley ruining the 
aesthetics of the “B" zones. 
This broad statement can be re
futed and the opposite can be 
substantiated in almost every 
case. Of the seven or eight 
apartment houses and dozens of 
converted homes, homes conver
ted to offices with parking area 
in front of the building (not now 
allowed) that we could find on 
Albert Street and Foster Avenue 
for example, we built only one 
at 222 Albert Street, which in 
our opinion outshines any other 
multi-family unit in the area. 
Even as this one was being 
built, we were being vilified for 
spoiling the neighborhood. No 
one thought to inquire who in 
fact the owner was. had they 
done so they would have found 
it was not a Rollins project at 
all. It was a privately - owned 
lot and we were but the Con
tractor. This identical situation 
occurred again on Yeomans St. 
at the corner of Catherine. For 
those who say "Well which ones

are you responsible for?’’ we 
suggest you investigate the fol
lowing and when doing so. try 
to remember what was there be
fore the apartment building. We 
are sure you will note the area 
has been improved, aesthetical
ly and financially.

Dufferin Avenue — removed 
old stucco building, replaced 
with modern all brick 12-plex.

Lingham and Bleecker — re
moved old unpainted house and 
$hack, replaced with 2 new hous
es on Bleecker and two 9-plex 
buildings on Lingham next to an 
existing 6-plex.

North Front Street — Trans
formed vacant lot into two 12- 
plex’s.

Elmer Street — transformed 
vacant lot into a 12-plex.

Station Street — replaced old 
store protruding on city prop
erty into a 12-plex facing a beau
tiful park.

King George Square — vari
ous 6-plex and 12-plex units.

Alexander Street — removed 
6 dilapidated apartments in an 
old house, replaced with mod
ern apartments with private 
swimming pool.

North Yeoman Street behind 
Aluminum Star — 36 Units now 
under construction.

We could have built any type 
of apartment anywhere in the 
"B" zone all these years.

I Could not help think, as I 
imagined an old cameo of the 
silent film era. when the long-' 
mustacheod villain made h i s 
appearance on the screen and 
everyone hissed and booed. "My 
this is like the mention of the 
word developer or builder at 
a public planning board meet
ing." It is indeed amazing how 
out of proportion and reason 
statements become. The latest 
one — made at a meeting with 
respect to the closing of Queen 
Alexander School. "Let Rollins 
tear it down so they can build 
another high rise”, and I spent 
seven years at old Queen Alex. 
Does no one realize that Rollins 
has never built a high rise? No-

hopefully with a little imagina
tion in design and location.

In our opinion when "B" zone 
becomes part of the official plan 
and bylaws are enacted to im
plement it. there will be parts 
of this zone that developers, 
planners, council and citizens in 
their wisdom will set aside of 
necessity as multi family lots. 
It has to be, for the economic 
use of otherwise derelict prop
erties. In many cases families 
have no alternative with Spi
ralling land cost, servicing cost 
and building costs but to adapt 
themselves to either rental or 
ownership of a multi - family 
unit. The council has made a 
bold step in the wake of hous
ing shortages of the type most 
families can afford to rent or 
buy. Multiple density housing 
is inevitable whether in the 
form of horizontal multiple, 
low or high rise.

We at Rollins Construction 
and Rollins Lumber arc proud 
of our achievements. We are 
proud to contribute enormously 
to the tax coffers of the city, 
we are proud of our participa
tion and contribution to sports 
activities, especially our pee
wee hockey team, social adver
tising. community endeavors, 
and charitable organizations. 
While we have benefited over 
the years we like to feel our 
community has benefitted as 
well from our efforts. Let us 
look at the record of achieve
ments.

1955 — One house and a loan 
from a friendly bank.

1956 — three houses and a 
bigger loan.

1957 — 12 houses and a few 
employees.

1970 — 300 houses and 200 
employees and sub-trades.

1971 — 600 units and 250 em
ployees and sublrades.

1972 — 700 units and 250 em
ployees and sub-trades.

We suffered real growing 
pains in 1971 and 1972 and built 
over 600 units and 700 units res-

----------------...... ....... .pectively. We are not proud of 
thing we have built is higher this /particular record volume 
than most older two - storey ................ ...........
houses. We now have on our 
staff men qualified to build high 
rise buildings but we will do so

as we did not have sufficient 
personnel to cope with the sud
den increase, and the attention 
and servicing of our homeown

ers, apartment owners and ren
ters suffered miserably. We 
have just formed a new custo
mer service department, the 
first of its kind in eastern On
tario. and will be extending our 
warranty until these people are 
looked after satisfactorily. We 
now have trained personnel to 
take care of this volume and 
are rapidly catching up and 
restoring the service that our 
previous homeowners have en
joyed. many of them buying 
two. three and even four homes 
from us. It is only through a 
little hard work, initiative, ag
gressiveness. a lot of good, hon
est and faithful employees that 
we have accomplished a mod
erately successful business. We 
have been wrongly accused of 
having several elected officials 
as participants in some of our 
development companies. O f 
the dozen or so companies we 
control in different municipali
ties there was a former aider
man who is a partner in two of 
our associated companies.

We are still trying to buy the 
much discussed Sanctuary De
velopment Land — that multi’ 
million dollar under-the-table 
deal we were accused of.

I cannot help but feel that to 
many, our company is like the 
teenager, everyone talks of the 
bad things they do. but no one 
mentions the good.

Certainly the majority of 
people would like to own their 
own detached home if it were 
within their income to do so. 
However, other alternatives 
must be found and provided at 
a price people can afford to 
buy. Rollins Construction is a 
business guided by market con
ditions of supply and demand. 
We have studied the market 
carefully and know that mul
tiple family housing is a here 
and now requirement demanded 
by an economy wherein infla
tion has pushed single family 
home ownership out of reach of 
many citizens making Condo
minium Town Housing a highly 
desirable and economical form 
of housing as one example. The 
new "zero lot line" concept is 
another making the scene.

We wish to build some new 
exciting towmhouses. So far we 
have been limited to town hous
ing such as North Park Street. 
West Moira Street and Pine 
Street for geared-to-income pop
ulation with rent starting at $50 
per month. Prince of Wales 
Drive for incomes of $4,800 to 
$7,500. However, most of these 
areas are outside of the "B" 
zone and will come under later 
discussion about more expen
sive town housing concepts. 
There are very few. if any. 
areas in the "B" zone that 
would be economical for town 
housing.
MAURICE H. ROLLINS, owner 
Maurice H. Rollins Construction 
Limited
Rollins Lumber Limited

Take Advantage of |

Express, What Is For Us, A Happy Message. 1967

Christmas Is Once Ac n Upon Us. I Would Like to

This Happy Time 1

Has Been The N st Successful Year In Our History I The Entire Staff

And I Have Been Ov whelmed With The Enthusiastic Reception That Our

Homes Have Receivl In The Quinte Area. As Proud As We May Be Of

Our Success, We nail Endeavor Never To Lose Sight Of The Fact

That This Success Is E irely Contingent On Your Acceptance Of Our 

Product, Rollins Hoes". It Therefore Follows That We Will Continually

Strive To Improv

High Level Of Excel Ie

'•This Product So That It Will Always Remain At-The

Everyone At Rollin

Very Merry Chri

:e That You, Our Buyers, Demand. On Behalf 0f | 

Construction Ltd., May I Wish You, One And AH A

i Tias And A Wonderful New Year.



SEASON’S GREETINGS TO YOU 
FROM THE PEOPLE WHO HELP YOU

AT ROLLINS LUMBER!
Main Yard

Ron Murray June Wardhaugh Doug Stephens
Don Vance Marie Tracey Ken Flint
Doug Bastedo Ted Russet A Keith Bamber
Phil Stephens Jon Donald Jim Cooke
Dave Marvin Fred Heasman
Helen Dafoe John. Vance

Home Improvement Division
Mel Abel Fred Reid Ron Lott
Royce Doxtator 
Harold Finnigan 
Clare Henderson 
Wes McClellan

Elvin Higgins 
Dick Koorstra 
MikeKariamis 
Theo Eimers

James Rabishaw 
Mike Finnigan 
Tom Smith 
Surat Raghubir

Cottage and Self-Help Division
George Mills 
Lionel Read

Harold Morris 
Gord McNally

Stair
Don Shannik

Shop
John West

DIAL 962-9184

Cabinet Shop
Doug Barker
George McAllister

Ralph Carlisle 
Mac Ellis

Don Marvin
Dennis Callery

Gus Donaldson 
Reg Asselstine 
Ron Keller 
Fred Armstrong 
Charles Pattison

Pre-Fab Shop
Jerry Lloyd 
Murray Post 
Tom Speiran 
Gerry Weese

Terry Kovach 
Alfred Lawrence 
Tom Brawley 
Dave Mitchell 
Bill Brenton

ROLLINS LUMBER



PEOPLE IN 1972.
YOURS SINCERELY,

VICTORIA

AVENUE

CONSTRUCTION

AT CHRISTMASTIME WE ARE REMINDED OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST AND WHAT A GREAT 
EVENT IT WAS... ALSO WE ARE REMINDED THAT WE ARE ALL HUMAN BEINGS. WE HAVE 
AN OBLIGATION TO TREAT OTHERS WITH KINDNESS AND RESPECT AND THIS OBLIGA
TION IS BROUGHT TO LIGHT BY THE JOY AND PEACE OF CHRISTMASTIME. IT IS GOOD 
THAT THIS SEASON BRINGS OUT THESE QUALITIES IN PEOPLE AND IT IS A SHAME THAT 
IT CANNOT BE THIS WAY ALL THROUGH THE YEAR ... BUT AFTER ALL, WE ARE HUMAN 
BEINGS. WE CANNOT BE PERFECT.

LET US LOOK, THOUGH, UPON 1972 WITH A FEELING OF OPTIMISM, AND HOPE THAT THE 
NEW YEAR BRINGS ALL THE BEST TO ALL OF OF US. WE AT ROLLINS CONSTRUCTION 
WISH TO THANK YOU FOR A GREAT 1971 AND EXTEND TO YOU THE COMPLIMENTS OF 
THE SEASON. TO THOSE OF YOU LIVING IN OUR HOMES OR APARTMENTS - A VERY 
SPECIAL MERRY CHRISTMAS. WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO HELPING EVEN MORE



MAURICE H.

OUR CANADIAN CHRISTMAS

CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

We Canadians are once again approaching the holiday season surrounding Christmas and New Year’s. But. this year it is a 
little different ,not quite so bright for some, possibly a little closer to the true meaning for others. The reason for the difference is 
the changes that have taken place over the past year . . . rising prices, shortages, the energy crisis, and the prospect of more to come. 
Canadians are being made aware that things are not always prosperous and that certain necessities are not really of such devastating 
importance.

Our industry is no stranger to these problems and we hav e found it necessary to learn to cope with each situation as it arises. 
There is a blessing beneath these hardships, in that by having to do without certain things we learn to appreciate their value.

Christmas in Canada has been a time of abundance and joy for many years. If you feel that you are being shortchanged this 
year, may I suggest that you look within for that abundance and look within for that joy. Perhaps you will find that our lot is not so 
terrible. Perhaps you will come closer to the real reason our year e nds with this very special holiday.

On behalf of everyone here at Rollins Construction, we wi sh you and yours a very Merry Christmas and Happiness through
out the New Year. Thank you for your patronage and patience in 1973.

YOURS SINCERELY

"BUILDERS 
OF QUALITY 

HOMES 
APARTMENTS 
AND OFFICE 
BUILDINGS

11 
VICTORIA 
AVENUE 

BELLEVILLE



MAGIC

YOURS SINCERELY,

May The Magic Of Christmas Come

To All Of You And Stay With You

For A Happy And Healthy New Year!

icluuded. are not inclined to 
tibly because most days in
i' supernatural happenings.

me when, in spite of what

pickwic
3LPSets_

On behalf of everyone here at Rollins Construction, I 
wish you and yours sincere greetings of the season. Thank 
you for many pleasant associations throughout 1974.
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Best Wishes
to

HARWEST INCORPORATED

MAURICE H. ROLLINS CONSTRUCTION LIMITED 

AND ROLLINS LUMBER LIMITED

APPOINTMENTS

on the opening of

“THE APPLE WOOD”
designed and constructed by

MAURICE H ROBERT E. MARCOTTE JOHN F. ROLLINS RONALD C. MURRAY

ROLLINS
CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

THIS IS THE EIGHTH TIME WE HAVE BEEN RETAINED BY 
HARWEST IN PROJECTS TO PROVIDE BETTER ACCOMMO
DATION FOR THE PEOPLE OF BELLEVILLE.

Maurice H. Rollins. President and founder of Maurice H. Rollins Con
struction Limited and Rollins Lumber Limited, one of the largest land de
velopment and residential building contractors in Southern Ontario, wishes I 
to announce the following appointments.

Mr. Robert E. Marcotte to Vice President in charge of all property 
acquisition and development. Mr. Marcotte has been with the firm for 3 
years and brings with him many years prior business and mortgage ex
perience.

Jtr. John F. Rollins to Vice President, continuing in his capacity as Gen
eral Superintendent for Belleville and district. While devoting major res
ponsibility t<? Belleville and immediate area, Mr. Rollins will also be appoint
ing superintendents to other districts as well as for the larger multi-family 
developments. Mr. Roilins has been with the firm for 17 years.

Mr. Ronald C. Murray to Vice president of Rollins Lumber Limited 
and continuing in his capacity as General Manager, a position he has held 
since its founding 11 years ago.

MAURICE H.

ROLLINS
CONSTRUCTS RollinsSAUS^TICE: 11 VICTORIA AYENU £

retailer of pre-fabricated, 
mobile homes.

The company - the largest 
residential developer in the 
Qumte area - announced 
Monday that model homes will 
arrive al the Dundas St. east 
show park today.

Donna Hebert - a former 
mobile home park operator - 
mH mange the moMe home 
division which „d| be based 
d rTa ‘"helion 
of Dundas and Herchimer.

kob Marcotte a 
official With the r.rm"^

At present okUu, BaUevdk

Retails Mobile Homes
nor Thurlow Townships allow 

hOr^ d,,*Pm«. 
Recently, Thurlow Reeve 
Horace Casey and Quinie 
Planning Board director Bert 
Kenny were taken to Barrie 
by Rollins Const, to vrew 
'"’bile home park operation.

Mr. Marcotte said his firm

""“dL ^ting up similar 
are? tta'0U81'out iu 'business

Mr. Marcotte said the sales wiU be ^^g 
both single and double width 

tra""s "

f"XXj M comPleteIy 

large home but order .

A Hearty Welcome
Belleville’s Mayor Robin Jeffrey welcomes Jack Loewen, a principal of 

.............. Loewen’s firm is the owner of theHarwest Developments, to the city. Mr. ------ _ -
Royal Bank Building at the intersection of Applewood Di and I i d. S 

■ east. The building was officially open rd Thursday. The
' department is the second majer tenant in the centre, designed y 

Wiegand and built by Maurice Rollins (centre).



TO 

ROLLINS 
VILLAGE HOMES

Friday-Saturday-Sunday-10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
At Our Show Lot

DUNDAS STREET EAST AT HERCHIMER 
BELLEVILLE

. Don't let anything keep you from seeing our fine selection of Village Homes.
FEATURING:
• A VARIETY OF SIZES AND FLOOR PLANS • PRICES STARTING AT $9,999.00
• YOUR CHOICE OF INTERIOR DECOR © SPACIOUS ROOMS
© COMPLETELY FINISHED INTERIOR • RICH CARPETING
• BRAND NAME APPLIANCES • 40 GALLON WATER HEATER
e R12 FACTOR INSULATION TO WITHSTAND SEVERE CANADIAN WINTERS
• THERMAL WINDOWS © ALL QUALITY MATERIALS THAT MEET OR EXCEED NA-

Op< n for your inspection for the first time this weekend. Manager. Donna Hebert and her staff would 
be pleased to show you through all the models on display.

FiOLLINS VILLAGE HOMES
DUNDAS STREET EAST AT HERCHIMER - BELLEVILLE

Maurice H. Rollins Construction, and Rollins 
Lumber Ltd., held open house last week to demon, 
strate a new construction technique using only wood 
in footings and basement. The pressure treated, 
wood was installed last Fall and although many 
area homes required pumps to keep basements dry, 
no water entered the new wood floor basement. 
Other features are the alr.condloning unit on the 
roof, and the use of solar heat for the pool. In 
these photos:«top, a view of the house located in 
the old mill park subdivision east of Foxboro; 
Ron Murray, Aiderman George Zegouras, and Jack 
Purtelle in the living room; Maurice Rollins with

—®ob Hellyer in the basement. Immediately above - 
Marty Donkevoort and Bob Marcotte lake a look at 
a display of construction detail.

PAGE ELEVEN.

ALL WOOL CONSTRUCTION FEATURE OF NEW HOME BY ROLLINS

I Q 1

OMB Okays

The firm — which played a 
major role” in the construction 
of Belleville's east hill — now 
employs more than 225 workers 
and has an annual payroll in 
excess of $1.5 million

Maurice Rollins, white-haired 
and 4&-year-old is a dapper bus
inessman whose company last 
year grossed $15 million in 
sales. He can still remember 
personally pouring the footings 
of his first home.

Through a quick of fate, 
health would not permit Mr. 
Rollins to continue his chosen 
profession as a pharmacist. “My 
doctor told me to get out and 
do physical work.” he said.

' My first job wheeling cement 
damn near killed me.” he said. 
After stints as a laborer and 

'capenters helper. he was 
- ready to try his own business. 
- Those were the days when 
Rollins built eight houses in his 
first year — each selling for 
about $11,000.

In 1975 — 20 years later — 
the firm erected 1.000 units 
compared with 500 units the 
year before.

With the success of the home 
constriction company came 
Rollins Lumbers in Foxboro and 
10 other land and management 
companies.

But along with these accom
plishments comes the vulnerabi
lity as a developer.

Like other developers. Mr. 
Rollins is knocked about for his 
company’s workmanship.

"I take the cracks — made 
privately and publicly — as a 
very pe.Gonal thing.” said Mr. 
Rollins. "I wouldn't be a good 
politician. I don’t take the com
ments too well and I have too 
thin skin.

"It stands to reason if a build
er has one complaint from the 20 
houses he builds a year — I’m 
going to have dozens, be said. 
"That doesn't make me a bad 
builder. The percentage of com
plaints is the same, he said.

"When my building inspectors 
have seen substandard work.

THE WEATHER

Firm
24 PAGES13, 1975

FRIDAY 
Flurries 

Low Tonight 15 
High Tomorrow 25

Townhouses
By COLIN BRLCE 

Staff Reporter

The Ontario Municipal Board 
Wednesday granted approval for 
construction of an 81-unit condo
minium development by Eliza
beth Crescent.

heat detectors would be manda
tory in each townhouse unit.

Other requirements placed on 
the developer include construc
tion of an additional fire 
hydrant, and provision of side
walks.

Bob Marcotte, speaking for

Rollins Construction, said It 1s 
possible construction will begin 
as early as this spring. Comple
tion of the project is expected 
within two years.

Single family units are antici
pated to sell for $42,000 and 
townhouse units for $30,000.

Elizabeth Crescent lies just 
east of Bradgate Rd., which 
runs north off Dundas St. East 
between Farley Ave. and Haig 
Rd.

The development was first 
brought before the public some 
three years ago. Since that time 
opposition has been intense in 
the Elizabeth Cres. neighbor
hood.

During the two-dav hearing, 
a group of 200 families were 
represented by Vera Heimbach, 
who told the board he new deve
lopment would damage the quiet 
nature of the neighborhood.

In an attempt to segregate the 
townshouse condominium deve
lopment from the existing neigh
borhood, Maurice H. Rollins 
Const. Ltd. agreed to build a 
"buffer zone” of 33. single-fami
ly units.

The Ontario Municipal Board 
fQMB) approved the develop
ment with a number of qualifi
cations.

To ensure erection of the buf
fer zone, OMB chairman 
William Thompson said "no 
townshouse building permit will 
be issued until single family un
its backing onto Elizabeth Cres- 
are complete to the roof and 
fcave lanscapcd backyards.” .

He also ruled that smoke and

Builder Goes from Eight 
To 1,000 Homes Annually

I Had fate not intervened, 
laurice Rollins could well have 

>ecn selling drugs across a 
harmacy counter rather than 
tontrolling one of the largest re- 
iidential construction company 

’in eastern Ontario.

I’ve had the work torn out," 
he said.

"My company stands complete
ly behind the warranty pro
gram. I've had people go back 
to a house two and three years

after a warrantly has expired 
and had the work done at no 
charge to the homeowner." be 
said.

"But. there are just ome 
people who are never satisfied,”



May The Magic of Christmas Come 
To All of You And Stay With You
For A Happy And Healthy New Year!

MAGIC

BUILDERS

OF QUALITY

HOMES,

APARTMENTS,

AND OFFICE
YOURS SINCERELY,

BUILDINGS

VICTORIA

AVENUE

BELLEVILLE

THE HOUSING PEOPLE

On behalf of everyone here at Rollins Construction. I 
wish you and yours sincere greetings of the season. Thank 
you for many pleasant associations throughout 1975.

People in business, myself included, are not inclined to 
put much stock in “magic”, possibly because most days in
volve just plain hard work, not supernatural happenings. 
This being true, it always amazes me when in spite of what 
I believe, I see magic in operation.

Perhaps it isn't magic. Perhaps this goodness is always 
there, but is accented by the events that take place at 
Christmas. Whatever the case, it is indeed wonderful. It 
shows people that it is not old-fashioned to be neighborly 
even in a city that has grown as large as Belleville.

Once a year, around December 25th, some intangible 
thing invades the minds of people in Belleville and causes 
them to exhibit very interesting behavior. They walk up 
Front Street loaded down with parcels, smiling and shout
ing cheery greetings to everyone they meet. Everyone is 
caught up in the friendliness and good will that accom
panies the Christmas season.



Rollins Purchases
likely will not begin until next

COLIN B

Properties representing I'uikling'Dundas St:

By COLIN BRLCE
er buildings over two or morepermit purchased for a sum in excess

lighter firm

specifically

FormerPoolroom's Closure Revives Memories
cheese were so

table. Johnson is the big man

shot wasrolling.
opponent:

There’s Doug Leggat

Maybee is letting usalways worked;
improved his game but it led 
to a counter-ploy which became

Ltcnds altering the F apartment project 
t n any event, work

at least 
the old

by the Lamp- 
,2 highrise in-

tab’e. It is a gloriously unlikely 
theory and Doug played it for

of units in each of the buildings 
would not exceed the original 
proposal which would have had

ast site of 
highrise

Chicago block, and pretending

Mr. Rollins said if a land split 
is not possible he hopes to build 
two buildings and have them 
joined together with a connect-

received a building 
construct the apart-

Look. • for the proprietor, 
old Bill Lafferty himself, grit
ting his teeth in splendid mock

“This way we could provide 
apartments as they are needed

nonius
•When it :s built Jt will be 

the first condcmir'um highrise 
between Oshawa and Kingston,'

print. The framed picture hangs 
on my wall today; myself 
shooting pool with three other 
me’s, all looking stylish in our

Mr. Rollins said he is hopeful 
to gain a land split — dividing

Now observe Miss Merry (we 
called her Nellie?P. with great

Will some'-e please drop by 
le old place before the

Tne Intelligencer:
I hear they have

Buddy Cavanagh what it 
to “play the lights". It 
you aim your cue ball 
tiny gleam on the object

perhaps — postmarked Tor-

behind the counter clutching the 
belaying pin he ' ?pt back there, 
pretending he was about to use 
it to brea1- up a developing

nouins. . a
■•It is a specal project -a 

prestige project in which 
units might sell slowly, he

usual." I'm personally very in
terested in th? ecas•ruction."

“Were going to attempt to 
follow the original plan as 
as possible — plans which in
chide a yacht facility right on 
the grounds.” he said.

Mr. Rollins guessed at least 
’<5 per cent of the building would 
be filled with tenants by the

n oeLuuico v- • -— .
effort to salvage the P^l 1S 
hopeless endeavor Because h
memo- - o.
room are connected to o.h-r it 
collections and it is impossible 
to separate them.■•Don’ Swhlpls CX-

opponent lined up his shot, you 
simply pushed the hanging lamp 
to start it swinging, thus casting 
on the table a changing pattern 
of lights and shadows.

said the dea' to pur- 
XSTSe land and plans ,'r°™

‘learning mediaeval 
the « somr

cooled or. at least, set aside. 
Behavioral experts could have 
taken lessons from Lafferty — 
a classic case of age controlling 
youth by the wise use of humor 
and mutual respect.

Don’t forget to rescue a few 
nickel bags of peanuts and a 
couple of tall, cold Pepsies. Or 
maybe a squat bottle of Stubby 
lemon-lime. And grab one of 
those cheeseburgers invent'd 
during the early Forties for 
"Meatless Tuesday" when we 
were denir-’ hamburger. Those 
soft buns crammed with sliced

Monday it has purchased the 
condom nium higteise project 
slated lor Belleville's waterfront

Kindly look for Roddy Lyall. 
Ma.urice Rollins, Doug Johnson 
and my brother Gord engaged

?01, 0„ condition that we bnng

placed just pas* the jog in the 
v’’’ where the poo’.room widens. 
Here, find Bob Ragsdale setting 
up his camera tripod He is 
about to take four photographs 
of this correspondent standing

hammered cue ball ^d 
ten times around t a
eventually him points,pocket, thus costing h^ "This 
Doug Johnson used w « rybody

bankier, 
edon Park. 

England.

V°rfs great fun looking back 
. 11 s n vou can manage 
msMlhr' the tear: in yourtrimmed and saved the part of 

each negative containing the 
pool player, stuck the four of 
them down so cleverly that the 
seams are practically invisible, 
after which he developed a

and architects now are review
ing Lamplighter plan^.

The Project was first announe 
e« * ‘ ’Vo to

sisted on im>‘“s ~i
available every day 01

Save me some 
historic.sounds too

"'ml”/ and the choir at St. 
"’ho mas’ Church and soon it is

on the other while across the

r--angements for a new school 
play or inspiring us to make 
Th" Elevator a better magazine. 
Listen to Mr. Youdale making 
us laugh as he demonstrates 
how the policeman’s chorus Sold enter in Tne Pirates o 
Penzance. We knew none of us 
could do it as well as he did 
SO we conscripted him mto the 
performance. Listen, again. Misa 
w-Men is repeating, gently, 
patiently "Ouvrez vos cahiers 
’t ecrivez en Francois les mots

! snarled, "Buck fever!” if a 
1 .shooter spent too much time 
I lining up a shot that had money 
I riding on it.

Is is possiuie IV oa”- “ -- 
If so. rescue for me the Pungent 
tang of billiard chalk mixed 
with the oily scent of dus.b.ne 
the bite of cigarette and cigar 
smoke, the heady bouquet o 
Brvlcreem, and a faint whiff of 
text books and loose-lea no-e
books piled on chairs waiting 
to be taken home with us when 
we headed up the hill.

■ Honrs arranged If 
eluded nine floors 
a semi-cccula ■ anil m
tlg„ ensured ear । l»mS a 
the budding wool!
”rOmiC second firm be-

Since then a sec projcet
the sam^

seek 112 “n“db^ tSts c«h

M5-1100 10 value of the 
“ £ st million it 

U^ke .construe. the budd
" '-ns the. biggest gamhie

mere sits * vp r: , ,.o 
pressing benign disbelief at the 
unexpectedly high mark achiev
ed by Grant Locke in his algc- 
bra examination. Honest 
Grant, they call me. was the 
response. And he retained the 
name from that day on. even 
when he worked a spell on the 
lakeboats. Legend has it he was 
late one day and his boat sailed 
Xut him from the Govern 
ment docks. So he b.cycled 
swiftly to the Bay Bridge where 
he stood on the open span and 
jumped aboard as his vessel 
passed through. "Honest Giant,
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BELLEVILLE BUILDER

PREDICTS A GOO
Approximately 80® 

of Belleville familiS 
can afford to own their 
own homes, said 
Maurice H. Rollins, 
President of Rollins 
Construction Company 
Of this city, during an 
interview last week.

Dominion and Pro
vincial government 
building programmes 
are cl great assistance 
in this regard. Those 
with a family income 
of $7,500 or less may 
be accepted into the 
Town House Program
me, or helped with 
other subsidies. 1977 
should be a good year 
he said.

Mai

Christmas in 
Times Gone By

'lime was when Christ
mas meant sitting before a 
crackling fire, as the beauti
ful story of the Nativity 
was read from the family 
bible. Perhaps corn would 
be popped by the young
sters, to l>c strung with 
nanbenies and wound 
around the Christmas tree.

Most likely the tree it
self would have been chop- 
ped down by Dad and the 
youngsters, then brought 
home, in a wheelbarrow or 
sled with much excitement 
and anticipation.

And of course, the chil
dren's stockings would be 
hung by the chimney with 

care."

The sound of sleigh bells 
might have been heard out
side, as carolers arrived in 
a horse-drawn sleigh, with 
shouts of “Merry Christ
mas" and peals of laughter. 
Then, as the family clus
tered about the living room 
window, the merry group 
would offer favorite carols 
like "Deck the Halls" and 
■‘Silent Night.” AH would 
be invited in for a cup of 
hni chocolate and some of 
Mother's Irome-baked cook
ies. Then the carolers 
would once again pile into 
their sleigh and off they 
would go, sleigh bells jing
ling.

Christmas morning was 
a magical time for young
sters, even as it is now. Af
ter gifts had been opened 
and exclaimed over, the 
family would attend ser

vices at a nearby church, 
greeting friends and neigh- 
Iwrs in the spirit of the 
season.

Christmas dinner was a 
highlight of the day, with 
the table piled high with 
festive fare, such as roast 
turkey and mincemeat pie.

Perhaps after dinner, the 
youngsters would run down 
to the frozen-over creek 
or pond with their- brand- 
new’ ice skates, or go sled
ding down a nearby hill. 
They had no entertainment 
then, as we know it. except 
their own high spirits and 
resourcefulness. But the 
now train, the new doll, 
whatever Santa left under 
the tree, was cherished and 
enjoyed as though it were a 
priceless jewel.

Every family would prefer 
dwelling on its own lot, but this 
in many cases, and Town H< 
dominiums do ha/e many advan 
to being lower in price, sal

Although the Belleville ec< 
paritively good at the prese 
a bit slow in construction wl 

(usual at this time of year, am 
single family houses being 
nil. For instance, our com 
six in various stages compax 
as sixty in other years. Ot 
similarly slow with not mor 
uncompleted. All builders ar 
of speculative building of singl 
this year.

Ou :side the city there are af 
homes being built, but here t 
much slower than formerly.

With Town Houses, it is a 
In Belleville, our company has 
construction—15 have been 
already sold, another 15areneai 
and the remainder just starting, 
er has about 20 units in various 

Apartments under construct, 
pany number about 300, in the ci 
builder adding 129, Apartment 
sold quickly after completion, 
mostly individuals or compan 
incomes who use the apartments 
Interest payments, depreciation,

CHRISTMAS TODAY
IT'S COMFORTING TO OBSERVE, THAT WHILE MANY CUSTOMS 

HAVE CHANGED, THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS. LIVES ON. CHRISTMAS 
IS STILL A TIME OF JOY, GOODWILL AND GENEROSITY. THE KIDS 
STILL LAUGH JUST AS LOUD. TH E FESTIVE TABLE IS STILL ABUND
ANT WITH THE GOOD CHEER OF THE HOLIDAY SEASON.

FOR US 1976 HAS BEEN ANOTHER VERY GRATIFY
ING YEAR. AND WE AT ROLLINS CONSTRUCTION 
WISH TO THANK EACH AND EVERYONE OF YOU 
FOR MANY PLEASANT ASSOCIATIONS. AS WE AP
PROACH THE FESTIVE SEASON. MAY YOU AND 
YOURS ENJOY ALL THE BEST OF AN “OLD-FASH
IONED” CHRISTMAS.

Wc extend to you wishes for . ..

A Very Merry Christmas and 
A Happy, Healthy New Year! !
Yours Sincerely

CONSTRUCTION LIMITED
The Housing People Since 1955

may be used to reduce the buy< 
so that apartments are actua 
investment. As a matter of fac
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BELLEVILLE BUILDER

PREDICTS A GOOD YEAR

Every family would

single family houses

uncompleted. are quite cautious

the pace is

mostly individuals

year, and the number of 
; being built is almest 
our company has about 

s compared to as many

of speculative building of single family homes 
this year.

Ou'.side the city there are a few single family

Maurice' H. Rollins

There seems to be quite a gap between 
people who can afford condominiums and those 
who choose the single family dwelling, he said.

homes being built, but he 
much slower than formerly.

incomes who use the apartments as tax shelters. 
Interest payments, depreciation, and upkeep

cheaper homes. Most are aole and willing to 
pay a much higher price for what they require. 
The jump appears to be from a condominium 
at $34,000 to a luxury type at $80,030.

Something new in Belleville is the exclusive 
high-rise condominium being built on South Front

as sixty in other years. Other builders are 
similarly slow with not more than 3 or 4

With Town Houses, it is a different story. 
In Belleville, our company has 91 units under 
construction—15 have been completed and 
already sold, another 15 are nearing completion, 
and the remainder just starting. Another build
er has about 20 units in various stages.

Apartments under construction by the com
pany number about 300, in the city with another 
builder adding 129. Apartments are generally 
sold quickly after completion, the buyers are

building programmes 
are of great assistance 
in this regard. Those 
with a family income 
of $7,500 or less may 
be accepted into the 
Town House Program
me, or helped with 
other subsidies. 1977 
should be a good year

Approximately 80% 
of Belleville families 
can afford to own their 
own homes, said

dwelling on its own lot, but this is not practical 
in many cases, and Town Houses or con
dominiums do have many advantages in addition 
to being lower in price, said Mr. Rollins.

Although the Belleville economy is com 
paritively good at the present, things are 
a bit slow in construction which is not un-

a sale in mind, and quite a number are sold 
before construction begins.

Of course we do have both apartments and 
town houses unsold, said Mr. Rollins. These 
may be rented with or without an option to

President of Rollins 
Construction Company 
of this city, during an 
interview last week.

Dominion and Pro-

may be used to reduce the buyer’s income tax, 
so that apartments are actually a very good 
investment. As a matter of fact, we build with

87 luxury individual homes of which 40 have 
already been sold.

Twenty-one years ago, Maurice H. Rollins 
started by building one home,- today his com 
panies are building some 900 units scattered 
through Belleville, Cornwall, Brockville, Gan- 
anoque, Kingston, and Peter boro. The 200 full
time emo'oyees handle all the work except 
that done by the sub-trades of electricity and 
plumbing.

In addition to the construction branch of 
the busmess, there are separate divisions such 

as Rolicare, the property management branch; 
the Lumber Company; Shell Housing; Housing 
Components; Village Mobile Homes; and the 
new Customer Relations Departnac t which has 
been formed :o handle complaints.

Asked if he had ever thought of retiring ^ 
and taking things a bit easier, Mr. Rollins sud 
the though: had often crossed his mind, but he 
was just too busy to take it seriously. :

Although the demand for single family homes 
has been down for the past 18 months, said 
Mr. Rollins, it is likely to increase as interest 
rates continue to fall, and he predicted another 
drop of 1/2 of 1% very shortly.

While the average price of a new home may 
be as low as 543,000, most of the homes under 
construction are valued at 575,000 to 580,000. 
They are generally purchased by people who have 
large equity in other property which when sold 
permit them to trade-up by making large down 
payments. This is because in the las;few years 
all property values have advanced remarkably 
- for example, some of the Town Houses 
built just two years ago, are selling at 510,000 
above the or.ginal price —a g00d indication of 
the benefits of ownership as an investment 
and hedge against inflation.

When people trade-up” they generally want 
more frills, particularly central airconditio.i- 
ing and more bathrooms.

Today, homes may be purchased for 520,000 
plus lot in the Self-Help category; 53-1 000 for 
a Condominium; 548,000 a single family; and 
575,000 to 595,000 or more for one of the 
luxu ry homes; and Rollins builds them all, he



Builder Rollins, Mayor Corke

MODEL HOMES OPEN
EK END

pARkvillAS

PRICES FROM

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4 P.M

INFORMATION OFFICE: 11 VICTORIA AVENUE 966-4410

NOW
MOVE IN
FOR| Viewing Anchorage waterfront condominium 

(development with developer Maurice Rollins (left) lease/purchase 
best of both worlds

rne largest single —------ -
Rollins Construction will be open for public 
viewing Saturday afternoon. .

The $6 million. Anchorage Apartments 
on South Front St will have an open house 
from 1:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. following an of
ficial opening ceremony by Mayor Ben 
C°Two groundfloor suites will be furnished 
for public view. There are 87 units in the 
11-storey structure.

The units rangfe in size from single 
bedrooms with 1,100 square feet to three 
Dedrooms with 1 .850 square feet, Rollins 
said. The price for the units range from 
S45,000 to $89,000.

The Anchorage features tennis courts, a 
swimming pool and below ground parking, 
he said.

A list of about 200 people have inquired 
about buing units in the building, he said.

With the final touches still to be done, 
people will be able to move into the 
building by the end of the year.

The Intelligencer vi^ Downs corner of
and Dunnett Boulevard 

ri

' 4 street and just se see w
| “a be done with property 

<MRS.)P RAYCROFT

'Harbor highrtse 
open for viewing

open hours anrrmRct" 4'68 \ touitniate1^;
WEEKENDS 1-4 \ Westyte

S45O°°
8% OPEN MORTGAGE 
3 BEDROOM ONLY $33 9OO00 
PAYMENTS LIKE RENT 
near THE QUINTE MALL

RANDY KERR 966-4410 or 966-4340
MARK HAMILTON 966-4410 or 968-4898

Hornes by Rollin?
Asoundinvestment since 1955

%

Making it official
Monday marked the official opening of the 

award-winning solar-heated home built by 
Maurice H. Rollins Construction Ltd. of 
Belleville. On hand to open the doors of the 
Bridge Street house were, from left to right:

Vern Short. Rollins vice-president of construc
tion; George Ashe, parliamentary assistant to 
the minister of energy; owners Bev and Doug 
Leger and architect Wayne Storms.

(Photo-Bill Whitelaw)

Normal-looking home uses sun's energy
By BILL WHITELAW 

Staff Reporter
For all appearances it 

seems to be a normal, three- 
bedroom split-level house but 
when Doug and Bev Leger 
move in April 1, they’ll enjoy 
the benefits of one of the 
future’s most viable energy 
sources.

Their home, built by 
Maurice H. Rollins Construc
tion Ltd., is of a passive solar 
design - the brainchild of 
company architect Wayne 
Storms. Located on Bridge 
Street East, the house was a 
recent winner in a Housing 
and Urban Development 
Association of Canada con

test. It was one of 14 picked 
by the association to deter
mine any monetary savings 
over a conventionally-heated 
home. Although construction 
costs ended up 10 per cent 
higher than for a similar 
home, owners can expect to 
make their money back.

”A person can expect to

make a return on their invest
ment in about 11 years. There 
are a lot of frills we’ve added 
to this home but I think we 
could build similar houses for 
about six or seven per cent 
above normal construction 
costs.”

Monday marked the official 
opening of the house and the

building will be used for an 
open house until the Legers 
move in.

The goal of a passive solar 
system is to absorb the heat 
generated by the sun s rays 
and release it slowly into the 
house. This is accomplished 
by extra insulation and extra- 
tight caulking from the 
ground up. In this particular 
home, a number of brick 
walls will soak up heat during 
the day and release it slowly 
for up to seven hours after 
sunset.

The solar system, in con
junction with the extra in
sulation, will cut fuel costs up 
to 50 per cent, said Terry Har
ris. sales manager.

■The house is sealed as 
tight as a drum and the 
heating system is sup
plemented by a gas furnace. 
The insulation and the sun 
both count for a 25 per cent 
reduction.”

Some of the features 
boasted by the energy
efficient dwelling include in
sulated hot water pipes and 
tank, flourescent lighting to 
reduce electricity consump
tion and a ventilation system 
designed to ensure optimum 
air flow.

The Rollins home was the 
only one chosen for the 
testing between Toronto and 
Ottawa. It will be monitored 
by the ministry of energy for 
two years to determine if any 
savings were made.



lifestyle

A sound investment since1955

a beautiful tree complements a beautiful home.

Shared with The Anchorage 
by appreciative 

home owners.

OPEN HOUSE: Weekdays 2-4 p.m., 6’8p.m. Saturdays and Sundays l-4p.m.
Closed Christmas and New Year's Day

Briarwood East • Hope Crescent 
Pine Hill - Yates Court • Park Villas

R
Homes by Rollins^*-’

(^ristmas ^(^411!
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Anchorage

inn

lace

Pool in backyard

a condominium
*orry about

sheiscovered

in the living

balcony running the width of the unit, with 
full-length patio doors off nearly every

The building offers condominium units-** 
with four basic layouts, one bedroom, two

Views of The Anchorage 
By Shelley Wilson

thewteujkencer,

parable between Toronto and Brockville. 
says Marg Cooke, senior vice-president 
and regional manager for eastern Ontario 
region of A E LePage, the real estate 
company handling sales of the con
dominiums

The Anchorage is the 12th condominium

crescent-shaped building is surrounded by green 
grass, and has a swimming pool and children’s* 
playground to one side.

-j .---------------- v’siou uuuumg,
residents pay common fees for shared 
maintenance and upkeep costs The price 
of buying a condominium is slightly less 

i a comparable single-family 
home, Rollins said, but the real saving Is in 
sharing major upkeep expenses

Rollins said common costs are currently 
^L?on,b'7 a $52 IX" condominium’ 
to per month for a $95,000 unit.

This is the view of The Anchorage visitors and 
residents see as they approach the front en
trance The other side of the building, with 
balconies, faces out to the Bay of Quinte The

A new living approach 
dominates city skyline

in the crescent-shaped building 
"Everybody thinks he has the bnt 

view.” said Jack Sills, a resident of the 
building.

The units are spacious, with the smallest 
one-bedroom condominium 100 square feet 
larger than the three-bearoom single fami
ly homes built by Rollins in Belleville,

borough, Cobourg, Port Hope. Brockville 
and Kingston, but The Anchorage is the 
first high-rise condominium tackled by the 
company in its 25-year history here

"We have the first one in this part of the 
country." Rollins said.

In addition to the swimming pool and 
children's centre, there are saunas, a par
ty and recreation room with pool table, 
docking facilities, and a golf putting green 
provided Rollins said.

For residents of The Anchorage, there is 
no more snow to shovel in winter, no lawns 
to be cut in summer, no worry about fin
ding staff to maintain a large property, 
and no worry about break-ins while on 
vacation, said Mrs Cooke.

"It’s a lifestyle that offers an alternative 
to having a luxury, single-family home on 
the bay," said Mrs Cooke "The majority 
of residents are people who are retired or 
retiring who have owned substantial 
homes and are giving them up for a more 
carefree lifestyle "

Not only retired people, but young 
couples, professionals, teachers and 
business people are among the ranks of the 
condominium owners. Rollins said.

The Anchorage has attracted people 
already working or retired in Belleville as 
well as newcomers from out of town. Mrs 
Cooke said.

"Pg>ple are attracted to Belleville

The Anchorage. Belleville’s only high- 
rise condominium, sits at the edge of the 
Bay of Quinte. looking out from its 11- 
storey height over a wide expanse of water 
and sky-

Located at the end of South Front Street, 
it is bounded by green lawn and the bay, 
with kidney-shaped swimming pool, tennis 
courts and children’s playground to one

because they can have a condominium 
plus the charm of a small town, she said.

Prices of the condominiums are less 
than they would be in large urban centres, 
she added. The price range is from S52.0W 
to $95,000 . .

Sales of condominiums at The An
chorage got off to a slow start following its 
opening just over a year ago, but have 
picked up in recent months, Rollins said. 
The building is now registered with the On
tario ministry of housing, with bylaws 
established. A board of directors compris
ed of owners, will be formed in mid-July, 
says lawyer George Murray, who is handl
ing the legal affairs of The Anchorage.

Over 50 per cent of the 87 condominium 
units have been sold, Rollins said. A.E. 
LePage has sold 13 units and another three 
conditionally, since taking over sales this 
spring. '

"People are just getting onto the fact

The swimming pool is the favorite spot । 
of some of the residents of The Anchorage, I 
including Berna Sills who says she makes । 
regular use of it. A swimming pool. I 
children s playground, recreation room £ 
and saunas are some of the "extras" I 
residents of The Anchorage enjoy

come true'
bedroom with den condominiums.

"This place is as big or bigger than the house 
we sold/’ said Hull, referring to the home they 
nreviously owned in Belleville’s east end.
P Hull said builder Maurice Rollins deserves 
credit for not skimping on the size of the units.

The strongest selling point f°r both the Hulls 
and the Sills was the location of The Anchorage. 
Both chose a view overlooking the Yacht Club, 
with a summer panorama of sailboats and blue 

W "You could never be lonely here. There s 
always something to look at. Sills said.

pncnorage R pras you want" at The 
theree*" horne- Privacy In

Thw/a,,onr«>m otber res|dents In
m?I.aga' MVrsm?°sPhere at The An-

in me area, ana are giau w
snow shovelling and lawn mowing taken care of
(orthem. I .

"It’s a great way to live, said Hull. You get 
things you couldn’t afford on your own, like a 
swimming pool, tennis courts and sauna."

Mrs. Sills has been making regular use of the 
heated, outdoor swimming pool, she says.

"When the grandchildren come to visit it s no 
hard to entertain them with a swimming pool 
and playground handy," Sills said

Both couples are happy w>th the amount of 
storage and living space included in their t

IfegMsT"* »' P«>Ple in this 

yesr-and 

ggj t,dar7 schoolteachers

and decided a condo'1 h were awaT- 
answer. They hav? m here was the only 
forage since tht"dominiun> at The 
saldNSXy0U jU5t ,ur" . and away you go,” 

husbandadjStm^ 'arder time than her 
Sj,W for about 2^ b0™ ‘bey had 
hi/? fage But she i d movln8 to The 
Hlestyle. sne Ing used to the new

e is like 'a dream| he Ahorag 
hi^5La‘P* Belleville's only 

™ore ways C°me
busiiwss1nrRpii of a lumber 
build a Similar cond„e,pe?wat °ne llme t0 
The Anchorage sa™e slte asToday he ana S h'asn t realized 
bedroom condom?/ 'rna llve ln a two- 
agined building typ€ hc had im' 
lawns or home mlint!° m°re WOrry about 

condominiums for 
. The counu ,?±d’s-
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Look into Homes by Rollins'
A sound Investment since 1955
11 Victoria Avenue 
Belleville. Ontario K8N 1Z6 

966-4410

24vearsago
Rollins began selling homes, 
people are still enjoying 
those homes today
That's security..
That's Rollins.
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Yates Court

College St.
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duality Homes for 23years

are already sold and for good reason. 
tYou live by a spacious well-groomed

This is where your custom dream 
home can come true, but there aren't 
many lots left in the east end, so check

$33,900
8% Mortgages 
Move in for $450 down

of different models nearing comj 
tion. Get in touch, we'll put our id< 
together.

From $64,500

Mall. Move in and enjoy...no 
chores to interfere with your

Homes by Rollins
A sound investment since 1955

PINEHILL
Ideal for family living because the 
homes are on a low-traffic street, 
close to schools and shopping. It's 
one of the newest Rollins com
munities and three of the eight 
homes are already sold. Discover why 
Pine Hill is catching on. Phone today.

From $45,950
10% Mortgages
Down payments as low as 5 %

Your New Home 
is Ready"

Rollins has been making that happy announcement to 
Belleville families for twenty-three years. And it's still 
good news today.
Your new home by Rollins is guaranteed by the Hudac 
five-year warranty and backed up by the experienced 
workmanship that goes into every home by Rollins.
Give Rollins a call, then get together. Chances are, your 
new home is ready. ■'ri' -

ANCHORAGE
From its spacious, well-groomed 
private park, to its beautiful suites. 
The Anchorage has brought a new 
level of living to Belleville. Drop in 
and enjoy the wall-to-wall, ceiling-to- 
floor view, inspect the waterfront bar, 

, see what you've been missing.
From $52,500 
Purchase or

I Lease/Purchase



MMM
Rollins builds in the west

Rollins Construction Ltd. of 
Belleville has begun work on 
its first project in western 
Canada.

Corner Maurice Rollins has 
announced construction of a 
J10 million complex, located 
lose to the city centre on 14th 
it. in Calgary. Alta. Con- 
truct’.an management is by

the Architectural firm of SPS 
Ltd.

Rollins has also been 
awarded a contract for con
struction of semi-detached 
houses in Frobisher Bay, 
Northwest Territories, a 
community on the southern 
tip of Baffin Island.

Sntelltgrnrrr
BELLEVILLE, ONTARIO, FRIDAY, JULY 18,1980

MdNTOSH BROS.STORt> • 
LTD.

The Family Store
257 Front Street %B-S70fe

Motor Routs Deifvwy *1.15 Pw Weak

Homes
More than 
a name
Rollins has changed a lot over the last 25

■ years.

We began by building new homes. Now we 
build apartments, condominiums, office build
ings, and shopping malls. But building new 
homes is still the very heart of everything we 

i do.

We've grown, we've changed. But so have you.

, Today you select your home and your builder. 
Carefully. You want the most home for the 
money. So useable space is important. You 

' expect good supervision during construction. 
| Full time supervision, professional and uncom- 
। promising. You demand quality, design and 

service. You deserve it.

| And that's not all. You ask about insulation and 
other energy saving ideas. After all. energy 
costs are going up. And up.

I Most of all. you want a fair price.

Design, quality, supervision, service, price. The 
very best.

Medallion Homes. The best home builder. It's a 
lot more than a new name.

Medallion 
Homes 
What's the 
difference
The difference is you. You know what it takes to 
be good. Like having the best people, and a 
sound organization. People who are proud of 
their work, and work together, enthusiastically.

We agree. So we formed a new team, the 
Medallion Team, to look after new home build
ing. Your home, big or small.

Teamwork is important. That's why the mem
bers were selected, carefully, and assigned key 
jobs.

Like quality control. Making sure your new 
home is built exactly right. Every piece of 
material, checked carefully before it goes into 
your home. And workmanship. Each tradesman 
taking pride in his work. Costing us less be
cause it's done right the first time. So it costs 
you less.

And customer service. Taking care of you after 
you buy. Warranty items and emergency service 
round the clock.

And sales department. Helping you select your 
new home. Professional advice about location, 
cost and mortgages. Above all, making sure you 
invest your money wisely.

New team, good people, professional, dedicated 
and enthusiastic.

Medallion Homes - It makes a big difference.

New for the 80's

There's a big 
difference
Call us 966-4410

Medallion Homes a dwson ol Maunce H Roll.ns Construe,on Ltd. 11 Victoria Avenue. Belt.

Medallion 
Homes 
Werth more 
today
Five years ago, nobody believed fuel prices 
would double. It happened. Today, everyone is 
concerned about the cost of fuel. People like 
you. People like us.

What about your home. It's a big investment. 
And you know that today buyers ask about in
sulation. Before they buy. That means the more 
insulation, the better the re-sale price.

It makes a big difference now, and it will make 
a bigger difference tomorrow.

So Medallion Homes did something about it. For 
you.

We adopted a new basic standard for all Medal
lion Homes. Like using 2x6 inch studs. Stan
dard. Sure, it gives you a more solid home. But 
it also allows us to put 6 inches of insulation in 
the walls.

And that s not all. We have a better window 
system. Standard. And many optional features. 
Put them all together and your new home is 
wrapped like a blanket.

That means big fuel savings. Compared to a 
really old house, as much as 75%. In a 10 yeai 
old house, as much as 40%.

Medallion Homes. Worth more today, worth a 
lot more tomorrow. There's a big difference.

Rollins sells home-building, lumber firm interests
By CHRIS MALETTE 

Staff Reporter

After 25 years in the construction industry, Maurice H. 
Rollins, president and founder of Maurice H. Rollins Con
struction Co. Ltd, Rollins Lumber Ltd., and associated 
companies, has sold his firms and a number of other real 
estate interests. l

Standard Trustco Development Corp., of Toronto, which 
is owned by Standard Trust Co. and Quintco Development 
Inc., purchased the companies for a price “between $5 
million and $10 million*' said Rollins in an interview, 
(Thursday. , . .

‘ ‘We are very pleased with the transaction and Standard 
Trustco has assured us they will be carrying through with 
the plans we have had for future development in this area, 
as well as other regions of the country,” he said. “They 

i Standard Trustco) are taking over -on a very strong 
I ooting.”

By CHRIS MALETTE 
Staff Reporter

The story of Maurice H.
Rollins Construction Co.

Ltd. is not exactly a rags- 
to-riches saga, but the firm 
did have a humble beginn
ing.

Rollins, Thursday, an-

Started out small
_ Maurice H. Rollins, who first worked as a laborer with a 
consulting engineer and a construction firm rose to build a 
development firm of his own. Sale of most of his interests 
was announced Thursday. _______ _______ _________

Rollins ■■ See City Page

Rollins said he will remain active in the management of 
the companies in a consultant role. He said he win also be 
invoivea with the management of the companies’ in
terests in Alberta and the Arctic.

Rollins said he will retain interests in three parcels of 
land in Belleville for “future commercial development.” 
Rollins also did not sell his three motels, which are located 
in Kingston, Belleville and the third is opening in Peter
borough.

“I will keep the Journey’s End motels and stay working 
with them.” he said. "All other projects In the area will be 
taken on by Standard Trustco.” .

He said the name of the companies will remain the 
same, but he will no longer be president. Also the new 
company will continue with the recently awarded solar 
home project for the ministry of energy.

Rollins: Humble beginning as laborer
foundation for construction empire

nounced the sale of most of 
his holdings to Standard 
Trustco Development 
Corp, of Toronto.

In 1948, Maurice Rollins 
began as a laborer with 
Gore and Storrie Con
sulting Engineers and H.J. 
McFarland Construction 

. and held various construc
tion jobs with those firms.

During this period he 
recalls “working on the 
homes during the week and 
remaining on the site on 
weekends discussing 
homes with prospective 
customers.” In 1955 he 
teamed up with his brother, 
John and the pair have 
been together in the in
dustry since.

Home building remained 
strong through the 1960s 
and the company concen
trated on this area in Pic
ton, Belleville, Trenton, 
Peterborough, Lindsay and 
Kingston. As the pace 
quickened in the industry, 
it became essential to ac
quire the proper supplies at 
the right time and for the 
best prices. Rollins 
Lumber was the answer 
and it ensured supplies and 
offered lower prices to 
home buyers.

A pre-fabrication factory 
was built at the lumber 
operation for the wooden 
components of the houses 
built by Rollins. The 
business went so well 
another factory was built in 
Dover. England, with pre
fabricatea components 
shipped to Great Britain, 
France and Switzerland.

To date, Rollins has ac
quired its own sales staff, 
accountant, engineer and

“The solar home will be included in our new single fam- 
ly home development division, called Medallion Homes,” 
said Rollins. “This division and the ongoing projects in 
Calgary and the Arctic illustrate the new areas into which 
the company is moving.”

Standard Trust Co. wasn’t the first firm interested in ac
quiring the Rollins holdings. Rollins said Steriin? Trust 
Co. had made offers to him as recently as a ear ago. 
Standard, which has an office in Picton, is ccrcentrated 
mainly in the Toronto area, he said.

three people will be added to the Rollins staff from 
Standard when the transaction becomes official, July 25, 
and none of the existing staff will be replaced.

“The three from Standard will come in and handle the 
management end of things," said Rollins. “There will ac
tually oe very little change in the functioning of the com
pany, other thAn a broader scope of development here and 
in the other areas of the country.' ’ 

architectural staff, whose 
latest accomplishment in
cludes an award-winning 
design for a passive heated 
solar borne.

During the last decade 
the company has expanded 
operations throughout 
South-eastern Ontario, 
with new building starts in 
Napanee, Cobourg, Port

Brighton, Campbellford, 
Smith Falls and Cornwall.
Rollicare Inc. was founded 
in the 1970s to meet the 
growing demand for apart
ment and condominium ac
comodation.

By the end of the decade, 
Rollins had built more than 
10,000 homes and apart
ments and has recently 
become involved in a com
bination retail-office
luxury condominium in 
Alberta and has taken on a 
project in the Northwest 
Territories.

Two of the larger pro
jects the company has 
undertaken are Bay Ter
race apartments, on Dun
das Street east, and the lux
ury condominium complex.
The Anchorage, on the 
bayshore. Commercial 
development departments 
were formed to co-ordinate 
the marketing and con
struction of commercial 
space.

To mark the 25th an
niversary of the company. 
Medallion Homes has been 
formed, which will “be 
dedicated to single family 
dwellings designed for 
energy efficiency and will 
emphasize 
workmanship.’



Maurice Rollins
Local Builder Looks at Development Scene

Call him a magnate, but don’t call him a tycoon
.. , ... ti7tnM..rh deal in a product that isn't generally. _________ ________ ___________ units that will sell for $1/b,uuu eacn. ~ ________

By JACK RAFTER 
Staff writer

word magnate is also acceptable. He units that will sell for $175,000 each.

BELLEVILLE — If Maurice Rollins 
। had it to do all over again, he would do 
। • it all over again.

The Belleville-born developer, who 
earned his first million dollars at age 36 
is in the process of divesting himself of 
some $35 million in real estate and con
struction assets he owns under several 
corporations.

Bu| while the net $10 million he’ll 
realize from the sale might alter the av
erage man’s lifestyle, his own is not 
likely to undergo any drastic changes.

Now 53. Rollins will continue to act 
as a half-time consultant to the new 
owners. Standard Trustco Develop- 

। ments of Toronto, spending two or 
three days a week at his Victoria St. of- 

I fice.
1 Managing the new Journey’s End 

motel chain with his partner, Joe 
Basch, ought to keep him gainfully em
ployed the rest of the time

■ High finance
Rollins sold out, he says, not so much 

because the offer was too good to re
fuse, but rather because he had reached 
a modest personal milestone: his 25th 

i year in the building business.
I "I always thought i d do it after 25 
I years,” he says. "Then there were two 
| or three who approached me. So I did 
I it I d been talking about it for the last 
’ couple of years.”
I What if he were 28 today and had a 

career choice to make'?
"The building business,” he nods 

I without a moment's hesitation.
A slim, soft-spoken, unassuming 

man, Rollins does not fit movieland’s 
wheeler-dealer image of the denizens 

1 who roam the inner sanctums of high 
finance.

I The reporter rhymes off the names of 
'sveeral "occupations” to which he 
f might lay claim.

1 The president of Rollins Construc
tion agrees with the tags of business-

I man, millionaire and entrepreneur. The

balks at the use of the word tycoon.
“No. that would be putting it on a bit 

too thick” he laughs. “I'm afraid that 
would be overdoing it.”

He has an updated accounting of the 
number of housing units he has built 
from Brockville to Calgary. It stands at 
8,000 and translates, he figures, into 
homes for 25,000 people, noting that 
senior citizens’ housing on a one-for- 
one basis would tend to bring down the 
average.
Nothing spectacular

Oddly, perhaps, there was no single 
major deal that stands out in his mind 
as a coup or stroke of genius that 
turned a financial windfall for the Rol- 
lins’enterpnses. Neither were there dis
asters. moments when the builder-de
veloper had to sweat over possible fai
lure or bankruptcy.

"No, there’s never been anything 
spectacular that 1 can recall,” he says 
in reference to the successes. "And 
nothing very crippling ever happened 
either.”

In terms of personal satisfaction, 
however, there is one project of which 
he is obviously very proud.

It’s “The Anchorage.” an 87-unit lux
ury condominium complex he built on 
the Belleville waterfront two years ago. 
The beautifully-landscaped grounds of 
the crescent-shaped. 11-storey struc
ture are lined with a third of a mile of 
lighted walkways. Between and beyond 
are parks, tennis, shuffleboard, putting 
and swimming facilities and the latest 
in intenor amenities.

The prices range from $62,000 to 
$107,000 and there are but a few unsold.

“There, see, it’s on the cover of that 
magazine," Rollins says, pointing to the 
recent issue of the Belleville Chamber 
of Commerce publication. What’s Hap
pening. Take it with you.”

In raw dollars, he says, his biggest 
single contract is a current project un
derway in Calgary. It's a three-storev 
complex which combines commercial 
and office facilities with condominium

Total contract: $10 million.
And though disaster never struck the 

Rollins empire, there was one venture 
which may rank as, if not a reversal, at 
least a disappointment.

In 1967, management set up a plant 
in Dover, England and produced hous
ing components for the European mar
ket. But the plan proved premature and 
operations were disposed of after only a 
few years. *

"It was unprofitable,” Rollins says 
simply. "It wasn’t a big loss but it was 
unprofitable. We went in a bit too early. 
It would have been better later, in the 
70’s.”

The conglomerate’s stability through 
the years is due to its diversity, the 
owner feels. He has sizeable interests in 
the forest industry, mainly channeled 
through Rollins Lumber Company in 
Foxboro,

There is also Rollicare, an apart
ment-management corporation which 
handles about 1,500 rental units strung 
from Port Hope and Peterborough to 
Brockville.

thought of as a commodity. And it 
doesn't lend itself much to diversifica-
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No big loss
The geographical breadth of Rollins' 

real estate and construction holdings is 
another important factor in his prosper
ity, he says. Weakness in one business 

. sector or region of the country is often 
counter-balanced by an upturn in an
other, he finds.

Thus, his holdings in Alberta and the 
Northwest Territories have provided a 
measure of security not available to a 
narrower-based operation.

On a smaller scale, he appears al
ready to be following his tried-and-true 
instincts in his new endeavor. The 
Journey’s End chain opened for busi
ness in Belleville, Kingston and Peter
borough in 1978, 1979 and 1980 respec
tively. The next three links in Cornwall. 
Brockville and Ottawa will complete 
the March across eastern Ontario. But 
Rollins and his co-developer make an 
exception in the venture. They plan to

tion.
“We are going to sell sleep,” he says. 

"No pool, no restaurant, no bar. But 
we're building right next door to all 
those services. And it will be about half 
the regular price, just $19.88 a night 
right now.”

Major social changes have touched 
probably every industry in the country 
in the past 20 years. But while there 
have been negative influences on con
struction, the professional developer 
appears to have been a net gainer. 
From the purely marketing point of 
view, upheaval in society has given the 
housing business far more than it has 
taken away.

"Yes, we are feeling the effects of it,” 
Rollins says of the prevaling trend to
ward smaller families, one that is plagu
ing school boards. The aging products 
of the post-war baby boom appear to be 
making way for the next maturing gen
eration of potential home-buyers.

But any economic softening due to 
that shrinking market is considerably 
outweighed by the effects of other 
modem realities such as divorce, youth 
independence, working women and 
care of the aged.

"There are more and more split fam
ilies now. That usually means another 
residence,” Rollins says. “And the 
young are moving out on their own at 
an earlier age. Those things have 
helped offset the decline.”

He acknowledges that extra earnings 
of working women broaden the oppor
tunities for home ownership. General 
aging of the population, together to
gether with seniors’ mass exodus from 
the family home have also been pluses 
to the building industry, he agrees.

The builder-developer’s lifestyle, 
until about 10 years ago, consisted 
mainly of work "sev^q days a week, 
with a lot of 15-hour days in there.” His 
advice to the ambitious is simply “work 
hard and persevere.”

Editor.
The Intelligencer.

I commend the Mayor and 
Council for their decision to pro
tect this portion of the city 
known as multi - family "B” 
zones from indiscriminate build
ing of multi-family units and 
controlling them as to what and 
to where they can be built. I 
believe our company will be one 
of the builders or developers 
that will be affected most finan
cially by the curtailment of mul
ti-family use (except duplexes) 
in the “B” zone.

When the proposal for the cur
tailment of the "B” zone was 
announced Rollins Construction 
did not prepare a brief or make 
representation to oppose the by
law. Rollins Construction d i d 
not run to City Hall to apply for 
a multi-family building permit 
before the bylaw was passed. 
We had plenty of time and 
plenty of land to do so. As a 
matter of fact we have a build
ing permit for a multi-family 
building on Albert Street and 
have decided to build a single 
family home instead.

We agree, many parts of the 
"B” zone should not h a v e 
apartments although that is 
what the bylaw asked for all 
these years. However, to rele
gate the entire "B” zone to 
single family is not correct eith 
er. We. as a company Interest
ed in the development of Belle-
ville, feel that council, together 
with area and local planners 
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are you responsible for?” we 
suggest you investigate the fol
lowing and when doing so. try 
to remember what was there be
fore the apartment building. We 
arc sure you will note the area 
has been improved, aesthetical
ly and financially

Duffcrin Avenue — removed 
old stucco building, replaced 
with modern all brick 12-plex.

Lingham and Bleecker — rc 
moved old unpainted house and 
shack, replaced with 2 new hous
es on Bleecker and two 9-plex 
buildings on Lingham next to an 
existing 6-plex..

North Front Street — Trans
formed vacant lot into two 12- 
plcx's.

Elmer Street — transformed 
vacant lot into a 12-plex.

Station Street — replaced old 
store protruding on city prop
erty into a 12-plex facing a beau
tiful park.

King George Square — vari
ous 6-plex and 12-plex units.

Alexander Street — removed 
6 dilapidated apartments in an 
old house, replaced with mod
ern apartments with private 
swimming pool.

North Yeoman Street behind 
Aluminum Star — 36 Units now 
under construction.

We could have built any type 
of apartment anywhere in the 
"B" zone all these years.

I could not help think, as I 
imagined an old cameo of the 
silent film era. when the long- 
mustacheod villain made h i s 
appearance on the screen and 
everyone hissed and booed, "My 
this is like the mention of the 
word developer or builder at 
a public planning board meet
ing.” It is indeed amazing how 
out of proportion and reason 
statements become. The latest 
one — made at a meeting with 
respect to the closing of Queen 
Alexander School. "Let Rollins 
tear it down so they can build 
another high rise”, and I spent 
seven years at old Queen Alex. 
Does no one realize that Rollins 
has never built a high rise? No
thing we have built is higher 
than most older two - storey 
houses. We now have on our 
staff men qualified to build high 
rise buildings but we will do so

hopefully with a little imagina
tion in design and location.

In our opinion when "B” zone 
becomes part of the official plan 
and bylaws are enacted to im
plement it, there will be parts 
of this zone that developers, 
planners, council and citizens in 
their wisdom will set aside of 
necessity as multi-family lots. 
It has to be, for the economic 
use of otherwise derelict prop
erties. In many cases families 
have no alternative with spi
ralling land cost, servicing cost 
and building costs but to adapt 
themselves to either rental or 
ownership of a multi - family 
unit. The council has made a 
bold step in the wake of hous
ing shortages of the type most 
families can afford to rent or 
buy. Multiple density housing 
is inevitable whether in the 
form of horizontal multiple, 
low or high rise.

We at Rollins Construction 
and Rollins Lumber are proud 
of our achievements. We are 
proud to contribute enormously 
to the tax coffers of the city, 
we are proud of our participa
tion and contribution to sports 
activities, especially our pee
wee hockey team, social adver
tising, community endeavors, 
and charitable organizations. 
While we have benefitted over 
the years we like to feel our 
community has benefitted as 
well from our efforts. Let us 
look at the record of achieve
ments.

1955 — One house and a loan 
from a friendly bank.

1956 — three houses and a 
bigger loan.

1957 — 12 houses and a few 
employees.

1970 — 300 houses and 200 
employees and sub-trades.

1971 — 600 units and 250 em
ployees and sublrades.

1972 — 700 units and 250 em
ployees and sub-trades.

We suffered real growing 
pains in 1971 and 1972 and built 
over 600 units and 700 units res
pectively. We are not proud of 
this particular, record volume 
as we did not have sufficient 
personnel to cope with the sud
den increase, and the attention 
and servicing of our homeown-

Building Own House Started Construction Firm
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By ROY PEACOCK 
Staff Reporter 

A ”do-it-yourself" bungalow 
built during the post - war 
bousing shortage was the 
small beginning* of what is 
now one of the biggest residen
tial construction businesses in 
Central and Eastern Ontario.

It was back in the early 
1950s that Maurice H. Rollins 
built his first house on East 
Bridge Street near where St. 
Joseph's Separate School now 
stands.

He built the bungalow for 
the accommodation of his own 
family but with the demand

for housing was able to sell at 
a profit—and build another.

It was from this rather mo- , 
dest start that Maurice H. Rol
lins Construction Ltd. was 
bom.

Today the local building 
firm each year constructs 
housing worth several million 
dollars and provides year
round employment for up
wards of 250 men.

In the comparatively brief 
period of just over 15 years. 
Mr. Rollins has built more 
than 2,000 housing units and 
h's construction firm is known 
throughout the district.

He has built housing 
throughout the Quinte area 
and also in Peterborough. 
Cobourg and Kingston.

"We have built at least 
2.000 housing units — either

single family or apartment 
structures,” Mr. Rollins says.

Rollins Construction has
carried out many Ontario
Housing Corporation con-
struclion projects for low

rental family housing and 
senior citizens apartments in 
the Quinte district.

The company built the 
initial single family low rental 
units in Belleville several

years ago and also the first 
37-unit senior citizens’ apart
ment complex on Turnbull 
Street.

This year Rollins Construc
tion built town housing low

,-ental units on North Park orn^St. 
Street and on Pine Street and hich ones 
currently has a 45-unit senior ■ 
citizens complex underway on .
Turnbull Street.

This week he 
construction on 
housing contract 
of Kingston.

Scheduled for

commenced 
a $1,250,000 
for the city

June com
pletion next year, the 76-unit

___

town house development is to
be built on Highway 33 at [ 
Portsmouth in Kingston's west 
end. Seventeen separate two- E 
storey structures of from 
three to six units each will 
be erected.

In Belleville Mr. Rollins has I

ers, apartment owners and ren
ters suffered miserably. We 
have just formed a new custo
mer service department, the 
first of its kind in eastern On
tario, and will be extending our 
warranty until these people are 
looked after satisfactorily. We 
now have trained personnel to 
take care of this volume and 
are rapidly catching up and 
restoring the service that our 
previous homeowners have en
joyed. many of them buying 
two, three and even four homes 
from us. It is only through a 
little hard work, initiative, ag
gressiveness. a lot of good, hon
est and faithful employees that 
we have accomplished a mod
erately successful business. We 
have been wrongly accused of 
having several elected officials 
as participants in some of our 
development companies. 0 f 
the dozen or so companies we 
control in different municipali
ties there was a former aider
man who is a partner in two of 
our associated companies.

We are still trying to buy the 
much discussed Sanctuary De
velopment Land — that multi
million dollar under-the-table 
deal we were accused of.

I cannot help but feel that to 
many, our company is like the 
teenager, everyone talks of the 
bad things they do. but no one 
mentions the good.

Certainly the majority of 
people would like to own their 
own detached home if it were 
within their income to do so. 
However, other alternatives 
must be found and provided at 
a price people can afford to 
buy. Rollins Construction is a 
business guided by market con
ditions of supply and demand. 
We have studied the market 
carefully and know that mul
tiple family housing is a here 
and now' requirement demanded 
by an economy wherein infla
tion has pushed single family 
home ownership out of reach of 
many citizens making Condo 
minium Tow n Housing a highly 
desirable and economical form 
of housing as one example. The 
new "zero lot line" concept is 
another making the scene.

We wish to build some new 
exciting townhouses. So far we 
have been limited to town hous
ing such as North Park Street. 
West Moira Street and Pine 
Street for geared-to-income pop
ulation with rent starting at $50 
per month. Prince of Wales 
Drive for incomes of $4,800 to 
$7,500. However, most of these 
areas are outside of the ”B” 
zone and will come under later 
discussion about more expen
sive town housing concepts. 
There are very few. if any. 
areas in the "B" zone that 
would be economical for town 
housing.
MAURICE H. ROLLINS, owner 
Maurice H. Rollins Construction 
Limited
Rollins Lumber Limited
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Call him a magnate, but don’t call him a tycoon
By JACK RAFTER
Staff writer

I BELLEVILLE — If Maurice Rollins 
I had it to do all over again, he would do 
I * it all over again.
I The Belleville-born developer, who 
| earned his first million dollars at age 36 

I is in the process of divesting himself of 
some $35 million in real estate and con
struction assets he owns under several 
corporations.

Bu| while the net $10 million he’ll 
realize from the sale might alter the av- 

I erage man’s lifestyle, his own is not 
I likely to undergo any drastic changes. 
I Now 53, Rollins will continue to act 
I as a half-time consultant to the new 
I owners. Standard Trustco Develop- 
L ments of Toronto, spending two or 
J three days a week at his Victoria St of- 
■ fice.
I Managing the new Journey's End 
I motel chain with his partner. Joe 
I Basch, ought to keep him gainfully em- 
I ployed the rest of the time

I High finance
j Rollins sold out. he says, not so much 
I because the offer was too good to re- 
I fuse, but rather because he had reached 
I a modest personal milestone: his 25th 
■ year in the building business.
I "I always thought I'd do it after 25 
I years,” he says. "Then there were two 
I or three who approached me. So I did 
I it I’d been talking about it for the last 
| couple of years."

What if he were 28 today and had a 
I career choice to make?
I "The building business," he nods 
I without a moment’s hesitation.

A slim, soft-spoken, unassuming 
man, Rollins does not fit movieland's 
wheeler-dealer image of the denizens 
who roam the inner sanctums of high 

। finance.
11 The reporter rhymes off the names of 
I 'sveeral "occupations" to which he 
I | might lay claim.

I The president of Rollins Construc
tion agrees with the tags of business- 

I man, millionaire and entrepreneur. The

word magnate is also acceptable. He 
balks at the use of the word tycoon.

"No. that would be putting it on a bit 
too thick" he laughs. "I'm afraid that 
would be overdoing it.”

He has an updated accounting of the 
number of housing units he has built 
from Brockville to Calgary. It stands at 
8,000 and translates, he figures, into 
homes for 25.000 people, noting that 
senior citizens’ housing on a one-for- 
one basis would tend to bring down the 
average.

Nothing spectacular
Oddly, perhaps, there was no single 

major deal that stands out in his mind 
as a coup or stroke of genius that 
turned a financial windfall for the Rol- 
iins’enterprises. Neither were there dis
asters, moments when the builder-de
veloper had to sweat over possible fai
lure or bankruptcy.

"No. there’s never been anything 
spectacular that I can recall," he says 
in reference to the successes. "And 
nothing very crippling ever happened 
either.”

In terms of personal satisfaction, 
however, there is one project of which 
he is obviously very proud.

It’s “The Anchorage.” an 87-umt lux
ury condominium complex he built on 
the Belleville waterfront two years ago. 
The beautifully-landscaped grounds of 
the crescent-shaped, 11-storey struc
ture are lined with a third of a mile of 
lighted walkways. Between and beyond 
are parks, tennis, shuffleboard, putting 
and swimming facilities and the latest 
in interior amenities.

The prices range from $62,000 to 
$107,000 and there are but a few unsold.

"There, see, it’s on the cover of that 
magazine.” Rollins says, pointing to the 
recent issue of the Belleville Chamber 
of Commerce publication. What’s Hap
pening. Take it with you.”

In raw dollars, he says, his biggest 
single contract is a current project un- 
derway ,n Calgary It's a three-storev 
complex which combines commercial 
and office facilities with condominium

units that will sell for $175,000 each. 
Total contract: $10 million.

And though disaster never struck the 
Rollins empire, there was one venture 
which may rank as, if not a reversal, at 
least a disappointment.

In 1967, management set up a plant 
in Dover, England and produced hous
ing components for the European mar 
ket. But the plan proved premature and 
operations were disposed of after only a 
few years.

"It was unprofitable,” Rollins says 
simply. "It wasn’t a big loss but it was 
unprofitable. We went in a bit too early. 
It would have been better later, in the 
70s.”

The conglomerate’s stability through 
the years is due to its diversity, the 
owner feels. He has sizeable interests in 
the forest industry, mainly channeled 
through Rollins Lumber Company in 
Foxboro.

There is also Rollicare, an apart
ment-management corporation which 
handles about 1,500 rental units strung 
from Port Hope and Peterborough to 
Brockville.

No big loss
The geographical breadth of Rollins' 

real estate and construction holdings is 
another important factor in his prosper
ity. he says. Weakness in one business 

. sector or region of the country is ofte 
counter-balanced by an upturn in an 
other, he finds.

Thus, his holdings in Alberta and th 
Northwest Territories have provided i 
measure of security not available to i

deal in a product that isn’t generally 
thought of as a commodity. And it 
doesn’t lend itself much to diversifica
tion.

“We are going to sell sleep," he says. 
"No pool, no restaurant, no bar. But 

we’re building right next door to all 
those services. And it will be about half 
the regular price, just $19.88 a night 
right now.”

Major social changes have touched 
probably every industry in the country 
in the past 20 years. But while there 
have been negative influences on con
struction, the professional developer 
appears to have been a net gainer. 
From the purely marketing point of 
view, upheaval in society has given the 
housing business far more than it has 
taken away.

"Yes, we are feeling the effects of it,” 
Rollins says of the prevaling trend to
ward smaller families, one that is plagu
ing school boards. The aging products 
of the post-war baby boom appear to be 
making way for the next maturing gen
eration of potential home-buyers.

But any economic softening due to 
that shrinking market is considerably 
outweighed by the effects of other 
modem realities such as divorce, youth 
independence, working women and 
care of the aged.

“There are more and more split fam

Suiqsiu
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narrower-based operation.
On a smaller scale, he appears al 

ready to be following his tried-and-trut 
instincts in his new endeavor. The 
Journey’s End chain opened for busi 
ness in Belleville. Kingston and Peter 
borough in 1978, 1979 and 1980 respec 
tively. The next three links in Cornwall. 
,k°wVI le and Ottawa will complete 
the March across eastern Ontario. But 
Rollins and his co-developer make an 
pyrpntmn .L„____ r
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Building Own House Starte
By ROY PEACOCK

Staff Reporter
A "do-it-yourself” bungalow 

built during the post - war 
bousing shortage was the 
small beginning* of what is 
now one of the biggest residen
tial construction businesses in 
Central and Eastern Ontario.

1950s that Maurice H. Rollins 
built his first house on East 
Bridge Street near where St. 
Joseph’s Separate School now 
stands.

He built the bungalow for 
the accommodation of his own 
family but with the demand

for housing was able to sell at 
a profit—and build another.

It was from this rather mo
dest start that Maurice H. Rol- 
lins Construction Ltd. was 
bom.

Today the local building 
firm each year constructs 
housing worth several million 
dollars and provides year- 
round employment for up
wards of 250 men.

In the comparatively brief 
period of just over 15 years. 
Mr. Rollins has built more 
than 2,000 housing units and 
his construction firm is known 
throughout the district.

He has built housing 
throughout the Quinte area 
and also in Peterborough. 
Cobourg and Kingston.

"We have built at least 
2.000 housing units — either

single family or apartn 
structures," Mr. Rollins si

Rollins 
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Editor.
The Intelligencer.

I commend the Mayor and 
Council for their decision to pro
tect this portion of the city 
known as multi - family "B” 
zones from indiscriminate build
ing of multi-family units and 
controlling them as to what and 
to where they can be built. I 
believe our company will be one 
of the builders or developers 
that will be affected most finan
cially by the curtailment of mul
ti-family use (except duplexes) 
in the "B” zone.

When the proposal for the cur
tailment of the "B" zone was 
announced Rollins Construction 
did not prepare a brief or make 
representation to oppose the by
law. Rollins Construction d i d 
not run to City Hall to apply for 
a multi-family building permit 
before the bylaw was passed. 
We had plenty of time and 
plenty of land to do so. As a 
matter of fact we have a build
ing permit for a multi-family 
building on Albert Street and 
have decided to build a single 
family home instead.

We agree, many parts of the 
"B” zone should not h a v e 
apartments although that is 
what the bylaw asked for all 
these years. However, to rele
gate the entire "B” zone to 
single family is not correct cith
er. We. as a company Interest
ed in the development of Belle
ville. feel that council, together 
with area and local planners 
should, with the help of citizen 
participation, create guidelines 
to follow with resoect to types 
of housing most desirable f o r 
specific sectors. With this to 
work with we can then produce 
a variety of accommodations in 
different locales and within the 
income brackets of the proposed 
purchasers.

Many allegations have been 
made to the effect that wc are 
indiscriminatley ruining the 
aesthetics of the ”B” zones. 
This broad statement can lx? re
futed and the opposite can lx? 
substantiated in almost every 
case. Of the seven or eight 
apartment houses and dozens of 
converted homes, homes conver
ted to offices with parking area 
in front of the building (not now- 
allowed) that we could find on 
Albert Street and Foster Avenue 
for example, we built only one 
at 222 Albert Street, which in 
our opinion outshines any other 
multi-family unit in the area. 
Even as this one was being 
built, we were being vilified for 

. spoiling the neighborhood. No 
’ one thought to inquire who in 

fact the owner was. had they 
: done so they would have found 

it was not a Rollins project at 
all. It was a privately • owned 

> lot and we were but the Con- 
; tractor. This identical situation
, occurred again on Yeomans St.

at the corner of Catherine. For 
• those who say “Well which ones

arc you responsible for?" we 
suggest you investigate the fol
lowing and when doing so. try 
to remember what was there be
fore the apartment building. We 
arc sure you will note the area 
has been improved, aesthetical
ly and financially

Dufferin Avenue — removed 
old stucco building, replaced 
with modern all brick 12-plcx.

Lingham and Bleecker — re
moved old unpainted house and 
shack, replaced with 2 new hous
es on Bleecker and two 9-plex 
buildings on Lingham next to an 
existing 6-plex..

North Front Street — Trans
formed vacant lot into two 12- 
plex’s.

Elmer Street — transformed 
vacant lot into a 12-plex.

Station Street - replaced old 
store protruding on city prop
erty into a 12-plex facing a beau
tiful park.

King George Square — vari
ous 6-plex and 12-plex units.

Alexander Street — removed 
6 dilapidated apartments in an 
old house, replaced with mod
ern apartments with private 
swimming pool.

North Yeoman Street behind 
Aluminum Star — 36 Units now 
under construction.

We could have built any type 
of apartment anywhere in the 
"B" zone all these years.

I could not help think, as I 
imagined an old cameo of the 
silent film era. when the long- 
mustacheod villain made h i s 
appearance on the screen and 
everyone hissed and booed. "My 
this is like the mention of the 
word developer or builder at 
a public planning board meet
ing." It is indeed amazing how 
out of proportion and reason 
statements become. The latest 
one — made at a meeting with 
respect to the closing of Queen 
Alexander School. "Let Rollins 
tear it down so they can build 
another high rise", and I spent 
seven years at old Queen Alex. 
Does no one realize that Rollins 
has never built a high rise? No
thing we have built is higher 
than most older two • storey 
houses. We now have on our 
staff men qualified to build high 
rise buildings but we will do so

hopefully with a little imagina
tion in design and location.

In our opinion when "B” zone 
becomes part of the official plan 
and bylaws are enacted to im
plement it, there will be parts 
of this zone that developers, 
planners, council and citizens in 
their wisdom will set aside of 
necessity as multi-family lots. 
It has to be, for the economic 
use of otherwise derelict prop
erties. In many cases families 
have no alternative with spi
ralling land cost, servicing cost 
and building costs but to adapt 
themselves to either rental or 
ownership of a multi - family 
unit. The council has made a 
bold step in the wake of hous
ing shortages of the type most 
families can afford to rent or 
buy. Multiple density housing 
is inevitable whether in the 
form of horizontal multiple. 
lowr or high rise.

We at Rollins Construction 
and Rollins Lumber are proud 
of our achievements. We are 
proud to contribute enormously 
to the tax coffers of the city, 
we are proud of our participa
tion aud contribution to sports 
activities, especially our pee
wee hockey team, social adver
tising. community endeavors, 
and charitable organizations. 
While we have benefitted over 
the years we like to feel our 
community has benefitted as 
well from our efforts. Let us 
look at the record of achieve
ments.

1955 — One house and a loan 
from a friendly bank.

1956 — three houses and a 
bigger loan.

1957 — 12 houses and a few 
employees.

1970 — 300 houses and 200 
employees and sub-trades.

1971 — 600 units and 250 em
ployees and sublrades.

1972 — 700 units and 250 em
ployees and sub-trades.

We suffered real growing 
pains in 1971 and 1972 and built 
over 600 units and 700 units res
pectively. We are not proud of 
this particular, record volume 
as we did not have sufficient 
personnel to cope with the sud
den increase, and the attention 
and servicing of our homeown-

I IL II ni-S
ers. apartment owners and ren
ters suffered miserably. We 
have just formed a new custo
mer service department, the 
first of its kind in eastern On
tario, and will be extending our 
warranty until these people arc 
looked after satisfactorily. We 
now have trained personnel to 
take care of this volume and 
are rapidly catching up and 
restoring the service that our 
previous homeowners have en
joyed. many of them buying 
two, three and even four homes 
from us. It is only through a 
little hard work, initiative, ag
gressiveness. a lot of good, hon
est and faithful employees that 
we have accomplished a mod
erately successful business. We 
have been wrongly accused of 
having several elected officials 
as participants in some of our 
development companies. 0 f 
the dozen or so companies we 
control in different municipali
ties there was a former aider
man who is a partner in two of 
our associated companies.

We are still trying to buy the 
much discussed Sanctuary De
velopment Land — that multi
million dollar under-the-table 
deal we were accused of.

I cannot help but feel that to 
many, our company is like the 
teenager, every one talks of the 
bad things they do. but no one 
mentions the good.

Certainly the majority of 
people would like to own their 
own detached home if it were 
within their income to do so. 
However, other alternatives 
must be found and provided at 
a price people can afford to 
buy. Rollins Construction is a 
business guided by market con
ditions of supply and demand. 
We have studied the market 
carefully and know that mul
tiple family housing is a here 
and now requirement demanded 
by an economy wherein infla
tion has pushed single family 
home ownership out of reach of 
many citizens making Condo
minium Town Housing a highly 
desirable and economical form 
of housing as one example. The 
new “zero lot line" concept is 
another making the scene.

We wish to build some new 
exciting townhouses. So far we 
have been limited to town hous
ing such as North Park Street, 
West Moira Street and Pine 
Street for geared-to-income pop
ulation with rent starting at $50 
per month. Prince of Wales 
Drive for incomes of $4,800 to 
$7,500. However, most of these 
areas are outside of the "B” 
zone and will come under later 
discussion about more expen
sive town housing concepts. 
There are very few. if any. 
areas in the "B" zone that 
would be economical for town 
housing.
MAURICE H. ROLLINS, owner 
Maurice H. Rollins Construction 
Limited
Rollins Lumber Limited



Rollins sells home-building, lumber firt
By CHRISMALETTE 

Staff Reporter

After 25 years in the construction industry, Maurice H. 
Rollins president and founder of Maurice H. Rollins Con
struction Co Ltd. Rollins Lumber Ltd., and associated 
companies, has sold his firms and a number of other real 
estate interests

* Standard Trustee Development Corp., of Toronto, which 
Is owned by Standard Trust Co and Quintco Development 
Inc purchased the companies for a price “between « 
million and $10 million’ said Rollins in an interview 
Thursday. „ ,

“We are very pleased with the transaction and Standard 
Trustee has assured us they will be carrying through with
the plans we have had for future development in this area, 
as well as other regions of the country,"-be said. "Tbey 
(Standard Trustco) are taking-over on a very strong 
footing.”

____________ Rollins -See City Page___________

Rollins said he will remain active to the 
the companies tn a consrJtint role. He saldhe^^ 
Involved with the management of the companies in- 
terests in Alberta and the Arctic. nf

Rollins said he win retain interests In three land In Belleville for “future commerce ^^meat^ 
Rollins also did not sell his three motels, which are l«ta»o 
tn Kingston, Belleville and the third Is opening In Peter 
^“I will keep the Journey's End motels and stay working 
with them, "be said. "All other projects In the area will be 
taken on by Standard Trustco." ___

He said the name of the companies will remain the 
same, but he will no longer be president Also the new 
company will continue with the recently awarded solar
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Rollins: Humble beginning as laborer 
foundation for construction empire

By CHRISMALETTE Ltd. is not exactly a rags- 
SUff Reporter to-riches saga, but the firm 

did have a humble beginn- 
Tbe story of Maurice H. ing.

Rollins Construction Co. Rollins, Thursday, an-

s Started out small
Miurict H Rolltoz, who first worked as a laborer with a 

“^ngenaneer Md a construction linn rose^btoJd 2

nounced the sale of most of 
his holdings to Standard 
Trustco Development 
Corp, of Toronto.

In 1948, Maurice Rollins 
began as a laborer with 
Gore and Storrie Con
sulting Engineers and H J 
McFarland Construction 
and held various construc
tion jobs with those firms.

During this period be 
recalls “working on the 
homes during the week and 
remaining on the site on 
weekends discussing 
homes with prospective 
customers " In 1955 be 
teamed up with his brother, 
John ana the pair have 
been together in the in
dustry since.

Home building remained 
strong through the 1960s 
and the company concen
trated on this area in Pic
ton, Belleville. Trenton. 
Peterborough, Lindsay and 
Kingston. As the pace 
quickened in the industry 
it became essential to a<>

best prices. Rollins 
Lumber was the answer 
and it ensured supplies and 
offered lower prices to 
home buyers

A pre-fabrication factory 
was built at the lumber 
operation for the wooden 

of the houses 
built by Rollins The 
business went so well 
another factory was built to 
Dover, England, with pre- '
fabricated cornponents 1
shipped to Great Britain. 1
France and Switzerland 1

T°d*te, Rollin£ h»s ac 
qulred its own sales stall i
accountant, engineer and '

architectural staff, whose 
latest accomplishment in
cludes an award-winning 
design for a passive heated 
solar borne.

•During the last decade 
the company has expanded 
operations throughout 
South-eastern Ontario, 
with new building starts In 
Napanee, Cobourg, Port 
Hope, Brockville, 
Brighton. Campbell ford, 
Smith Falls and Cornwall.
Rollicare Inc. was founded 
in the 1970s to meet the 
growing demand for apart
ment and condominium ac
comodation.

By the end of the decade, 
Rollins had built more than 
10.000 homes and apart
ments and has recently 
become involved in a com
bination retail-office
luxury condominium tn 
Alberta and has taken on a 
project in the Northwest 
Territories.

, »' lar8er pro-
jects the company has 
undertaken are Bay Ter
race apartments, on Dun
das Street east, and the lux
ury condominium complex, 
P* Anchorage, on the 
Jayshore. Commercial 
development departments 
preformed to 
the marketing and con- 
^icUon ol commercial

To mark the 25th an- 
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PRESS RELEASE

Maurice H, Rollins, President of Maurice ii. Rollins 
Construction Co. Ltd., Rollins Lumber Ltd. and asso 
iated companies, announced to-day that negotiations 
have been completed for the sale of these companies
as well

The 
Trustco

as most of his other real estate interests.

companies have beenp^irchased by Standard
Development Corp, which is

subsiduary of Standard Trust Co., 
Development Inc.

a wholly owned 
and juintco

The Rollins Companies have completed major
land development and 
Eastern Ontario over

Mr. Rollins will

housing projects throughout 
the past 25 years.

remain active in the management
of the companies which will continue their
ful 
and

You
that I

involvement in the Eastern Ontario real 
development market.

success
estate

will notice from the attached press release 
am selling the Rollins Group of Companies to

Standard Trust Co. and Quintco Development Inc..
The Rollins Companies have just completed a quarter 

century of profitable growth and I wish to thank the 
high calibre people in these companies who have contri
buted to this success, a success which I never dreamec 
possible when we first started.

Standard and Quintco recognize the value of our 
current organization and share with me an appreciation 
for its future potential. The companies successful 
operation in construction, land development, building 
supplies and property management where built on sound 
principles and ideas. Standard and quintco share similar 
operating philosophies as we do and will carry on the 
current operations with staff unchanged. This is an ide: 
time for the new owners to make this transition as we 
ere forging ahead into new are" of ilberta, our Artic

heated home

This

our revamped •. ecall 
. This Division

> be associated "ith Standard and quintco 
active in the - nagement of the companies, 
however, grea+'y reduce my administrative

work load and thus allow more time 
other business interests.

I must admit the remuneration I 
these companies was very conducive

for my family and

to my decision.
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Rollins is far from end of journey
By John G. Smith

Except for the sound of a 
single voice on a telephone 
around the comer, the head 
office of Journey’s End 
seems devoid of people. 
The staff and a recep
tionist are gone.

But they haven’t gone 
out of business — they’re 
on the move. |

Now that they’ve; 
outgrown their space in the 
Moreton Building on 
South Front Street, 
Journey’s End has moved 
on to establish new head
quarters in Century Place, 
an expanding mall in 
Belleville’s downtown core.

The only voice left is that 
of Maurice Rollins, main
taining his executive office 
until the move is com
pleted. He likes the 
privacy, he suggests.

But sitting alone in the 
office, Rollins isn’t trying 
to shrug off work — he 
never has.

From 1950 to 1955, 
Rollins worked for the 
McFarland Construction 
Company in the water and 
sewer department. "I used 
to tar the foundation and 
lay the weeping tile,” he 
explained from behind a 
large and ornate wooden 
desk.

It was work he began do
ing in addition to his 
regular job, however, that 
ultimately brought him to 
where he is today.

After hours, Rollins 
began building his first 
house in 1954 and found 
that it sold soon after com
pletion. Working on Sun
days and evenings and us
ing as much money as he 
could scrape together, he 
managed to build four 
houses by 1955 and sold 
them all. Only then did he 
decide to "go into the 
house-building business.”

Soon after, projects 
under Rollins’ control in-

Rollins. owner of Journey’s End

eluded entire streets and 
an almost endless supply 
of houses. It looked like 
nothing could slow him 
down.

Unfortunately, he found 
that lumber companies in 
the area couldn't keep sup
plying his demand.

"So I went into the 
lumber business,” said 
Rollins, explaining his pur
chase of a mill in Foxboro. 
And he didn't limit his 
business ventures there.

As Rollins Construction 
continued to grow, pro
jects began to include 
apartments, schools and 
condominiums. And as 
these expansions took 
place, Rollins managed to 
handle the sales of the pro
perties as well as setting 
up a property management 
group known as Rollicare 
that handled buildings 
that both he and other in- 

. vestors owned between 
Port Hope to Cornwall.

In 1965, he even bought 
a lot with plans to build a 
motel but with com
mitments created by his 
other businesses, his plans 
soon disappeared.

Despite his ever
expanding business, 
however, Rollins found 
another lot and made the 
time to open the first 
Journey’s End motel on 
Front Street in 1978. Since 
then, his philosophy about 
how to run a motel remains 
unchanged.

"We've been successful 
because people know that 
at Journey's End, 
everything’s the same,” he 
said, explaining that many 
hotel and motel chains 
weren’t consistent in quali
ty from city to city. But he 
also opened his "brand” of 
motel because the needs of 
the market weren’t being 
addressed.

"I followed the progress 
of Holiday Inn from the 
start,” he said, describing 
how he became interested 
in the business. But, he 
says, the chain that was

See Journey, page 9
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THE FINANCIAL POST |

Journey’s End following 
roads to U.S. and Europe

Post profile

By Carolyn Green

Financial Post

For Maurice Rollins, creating 
Journey’s End Corp, was 
not a life-long ambition. His 
first motel was just one more pro

ject for Rollins Construction Ltd. of 
Belleville, Ont.

"If you’re in the development 
business, you develop offices, com
mercial. shopping plazas or whatev
er, so you develop hotels, too.' says 
Rollins. 62. the firm’s chairman and 
founder.

Having developed 111 proper
ties, with another 30 planned or 
under construction, Rollins is ready 
to move on.

Rollins, with Joseph Basch, Jour
ney’s End president, and Thomas 
Landers, the executive vice-presi
dent, holds 92% of the company’s 
voting shares and 70% of its equity. 
Rollins last month announced he is 
seeking a buyer for shares held by 
the triumvirate as well as remaining 
public stock.

The goal is to facilitate additional 
growth in the U.S. and to move into 
Europe and Australia.

Rollins believes accelerated ex
pansion is necessary: "If we did it 
on our own hook, we’d have to go 
into big debt — maybe issue more 
shares, dilute ourselves."

Wood Gundy Inc. has established 
a procedure to solicit bids. More 
than 100 prospective buyers, in
cluding Hong Kong and Japanese 
interests, are being invited to 
tender preliminary offers for review 
at the end of September. In addition 

j hotel chains, real-estate develop
ers and other interested parties are 
being contacted. From the respon
dents, a second round of offers will 
b- solicited a month later.

is about $183 million.
Although Rollins can t force his 

views on new owners, Wood Gundy 
Vice-President David Kassie be
lieves expansion is the only logical 
choice for Journey’s End.

"The only reason somebody 
would purchase this company and 
justify’ the price they’re likely to pay 
for it would be to continue the 
expansion program, if not acceler
ate it."

Big-money ventures were not a 
major consideration when Rollins 
began working in his hometown of 
Belleville in the late 1940s. After 
high school graduation, he took a 
pharmacy course at the local hospi
tal but quickly dismissed that line of 
work.

“I had drive and energy, he 
says. , * ,

Those qualities helped catapult 
Rollins to success.

“He's aggressive and persever
ing ... always involved and enjoys 
being busy,” says son Mark, vice- 
president of real estate for Jour-* 
ney’s End and one of five Rollins 
children working for the company.

Leaving pharmacy, Rollins 
worked as a laborer, then for con
sulting engineers Gore & Storrie 
Ltd. After several years, he went on 
to do a five-year stint with a local 
construction company.

Success building houses led to 
the creation of Rollins Con
struction in 1955.

As the business grew, it diversi
fied into apartment, condominium, 
school and commercial construc
tion. Rollins also started a lumber 
company, a real-estate sales organi
zation to sell the houses he built, 
and a property management firm.

Rollins, proving his resourceful

pertise kept plans from pr««*n8 
until the late 1970s. when fnend 
Joe Basch agreed to run it. _

In 1978. the first Journey s End 
— initially named Day's End but 
changed after the U.S.-based Days 
Inn conglomerate objected 
opened.

Journey’s End signs began ap
pearing across Ontario and in 
1980. Rollins sold his construc
tion company and related concerns 

to Standard Trustco Ltd. to concen
trate on motels.

In 1986 the company went public 
and has since put up 25 to 30 new 
properties a year. Today, the chain 
is represented in every province 
and in the U.S.

Two properties are franchised 
but Rollins has avoided this method 
of operation, saying corporate man
agement improves quality. “You 
lose control when you franchise. 
Our biggest selling factor is 
consistency.”

Rollins stays acutely aware of 
interpersonal relationships 
whether involving employees, man
agement, desk clerks or customers. 
To create and maintain its friendly 
but affordable environment, Jour
ney’s End opened its own hotel 
training school in Canada.

"We've got to keep the people 
real friendly. If not, customers will 
go somewhere else.”

Rollins may be approaching re
tirement age, but not retirement.

Says Mark Rollins: "He’s not the 
type to take up residence in the 
Caribbean and sit back and read a 
book.”

Maurice Rollins, chairman and founder of Journey's End 
Corp., wants to expand the chain's operations in the U.S. 

and venture into Europe and Australia

—

Details of Development 
Revealed to Planners

By LENNY WILLIAMSON 
Staff Reporter

Details of a professionally 
designed development at the 
west end of Belleville were 
revealed last night by a Tor
onto planner.

Plans for Hastings Park, a 
450 acre subdivision in Sid
ney township, were outlined 
to Belleville and Suburban 
Planning Board by D. J. 
Cootes, a representative of 
The Toronto town planning 
firm of Marshall, Macklin 
and Monaghan Ltd.

Planning board gave its 
agreement in principle to the 
development, referred to by 
members as "imaginative" 
and “sophisticated.”

Ha II craft Developments

When completed, the com
munity will house 10.500 
people.

Maurice Rollins told plan
ning board his firm was 
"very fortunate” to be involv
ed in the undertaking.

“We have never been in
volved in anything this elab
orate before,” he said.

After the meeting he said 
the first phase of the devel
opment coukl not begin until 
late in 1960 Or early in 1970, 
when, it is expected, city 
water will be available.

Phase one of Hallcraft's 
plans call for development of 
50 acres at the south-east 
corner of the Hastings Park 
area. Row houses would form

fuse permission, the planner 
suggested that Belleville ex
tend a trunk sewer from the 
present disposal plant along 
Bridge St. West to the de
velopment.

The 1966 report of consult
ing engineers Gore and Stor
rie gave the cost of such a 
trunk sewer as §1,500.000.

Assistant planning director 
Frank Stokmans took excep
tion to the Bridge St. West 
trunk sewer suggestion.

"Because this sewer would 
be of use only to Sidney town
ship and Hastings Park, the 
city engineer feels you should 
not assume Belleville will put 
in the services,” he said.

“I knew this problem would 
come up in the near future
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De solicited a month later.
While seeking more than $20 a 

share, Rollins stresses that money 
is not the sole consideration in 
selecting a buyer.

“The biggest concern is that they 
go ahead and expand the company, 
keep our personnel intact as much 
as possible and keep up the simple 
philosophy of Journey's End — 
cleanliness, friendliness, at an af
fordable price.”

The stakes are high. With more 
than 10 million shares up for grabs 
at $20 each, total cost would exceed 
$200 million. Current value, based 
on a market price of $18'^ a share,

Kolhns. proving his resourceful 1 
nature, opened the lumber business I 
after finding himself unable to ob
tain a steady supply from local

One venture that didn't pan out 
was a prefab-house manufacturing 
concern in Britain, started in 1966. 
“1 was going back and forth,” Rol
lins says of the travel requirements. 
"Not only was it too much for me 
but you can’t do it because it’s too 
far away and not hands-on.”

In 1970, Rollins bought land in 
downtown Belleville with the idea of 
someday building a budget motel. 
But other projects and lack of ex-
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enterprise

Journey's End filled a niche

By Kym Wark

The Journey’s End 
Corporation has come a long 
way since it opened its first 
motel in Belleville a decade ago. 
At present, 100 have been 
established and plans are 
currently underway to expand 
into Australia.

Maurice Rollins, chairman 
and chief executive officer, 
attributes much of its success to 
keeping the rooms at an 
economical cost, well trained 
and friendly staff and 
organized, dedicated 
management.

“We went along very 
painstakingly while the first 50 
were developed. Once we 
worked out all the quirks, we 
increased our rate of growth.” 
However, he adds, “we’ll never 
move along at a pace faster than 
we can manage.”

Having followed the Holiday 
Inn story since 1956, the former 
owner of Rollins Lumber and 
Construction and various 
development and management 
companies says opening a chain 
of motels was “a natural 
evolution” in the development 
industry. “Over time 1 noticed 
there was a niche missing in the 
industry that needed to be filled 
and it was just a matter of time 
before someone did.”

The corporation’s theory 
that travellers are looking for 
“brand name” low cost 
accommodation has definitely

Journey's End chairman Maurice Rollins

rung true. “We feel people 
don’t need bars, swimming 
pools and bellhops to have a 
good night’s sleep,” he says.

The corporation now 
operates and manages the 
largest limited service 
accommodation chain in 
Canada. In 1988 alone 27 
motels were opened in North 
America containing 2,207 rooms 
and three hotels containing 538 
rooms. As well, a commitment 
was established to develop all
suite hotel properties under its 
umbrella.

The Journey’s End first all
suite hotel, which is currently 
under development near the 
Toronto International Airport, 
is scheduled to open this fall 
offering 258 suites. The second 
is under development in Quebec 
City.

In the corporation’s annual 
report, Rollins says “July 31, 
1988, our latest year end, was 
an extremely successful year. 
Net after tax income increased 
from $6 million to $8 million 
and by July 31, 1989, our gross 
revenue from our motels, hotels 
and all-suites will exceed $100 
million.” About 65 percent 
,of Journey’s End guests are 
repeat commercial travellers. On 
average, the reservations system 
handles over 60,000 calls per 
month with the exception of 
June, July and August when 
this number doubles. One of the 
main reasons for this, Rollins 
says, is the management’s high 
housekeeping standards. “We 
carry out very strict inspections 
on a regular basis. We are the 
only company in the industry 
with a consistent product.”□
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Motel chain boss sees rainbow 
in the future of Journey’s End

By Donna Jean MacKinnon
TORONTO STAR

“d chief execu- 
rnm°r“r/, Journey’s End 

Ca“?da s largest limited
company, told 

shareholders yesterday that its 
occupancy rates increased an 
average of 7 per cent last year, 
while industry rates remained 
flat.

The extra business helped 
Journey’s End generate an in
crease of 2.5 per cent revenues 
over 1991, while profitability, on 
management operations, im
proved by about $3 million.

“Clearly, the company outper
formed the market. Even though 
the industry is static, we in
creased our market share,” said 
Maurice Rollins at the company’s 
annual meeting yesterday.

He attributed the gains to the 
trend towards economy travel by 
business and pleasure travellers 
and a lower Canadian dollar forc
ing people to holiday in Canada.

A survey of 31,000 frequent 
travellers, members of the Cana
dian Professional Sales Associa
tion, rated Journey’s End the 
number 1 chain in Canada for the 
second year, Rollins said.

Since its inception in 1978, 
when Rollins, a Belleville busi
nessman, co-founded the first 
Journey’s End Motel, all the com-

MAURICE ROLLINS: Re
ports motel chain expan
ded Its market share.

pany’s properties were “new 
builds” and it operated as a de
velopment company.

Late in the 1980s, however, the 
company recognized that once 
the planned motel developments 
were complete, the market would 
have enough capacity for several 
years.

As a result, shareholders were 
told, Journey’s End was reorga
nized and is now operating as a 
property management company.

In the restructuring, the com
pany liquidated some of its unde-

JEFF WASSERMAN/HNANOAL POST

Journeys End increases its revenues

‘Poised for growthy says Rollins
TORONTO — Journey’s End, Canada’s 

largest no-frills hotel chain, boosted its 
share of a flat market last year, the com
pany’s chief executive told shareholders 
Wednesday.

The company’s occupancy rates in
creased an average of seven per cent while 
industry rates remained flat, Maurice Rol
lins said. Clearly, the company outper
formed the market,” he said.

He attributed the gains to the trend 
towards economy travel by business and 
pleasure travellers and a lower Canadian 
dollar forcing people to holiday in Canada.

The extra business 
helped Journey’s End in
crease its revenues by 2.5 
per cent over 1991.

Rollins, a Belleville de
veloper and businessman, 
co-founded the first Jour
ney’s End Motel in 1978, 
when all of the company's 
properties were “new
builds" and it operated as 
a development company. - —.....-

Late in the 1980s, the company was
Rollins

reorganized to operate as a property man
agement company.

In the restructuring, the company liqui
dated some of its undeveloped land re
duced expenses and moved corporate 
offices to Belleville from Toronto.

Two new subsidiaries were formed The 
first, Journey’s End Advisors Inc., is a con 
suiting company serving the hotel indus
try, while the second. Journey’s End 
Management Inc., deals with all manaae- 
ment operations.

The leaner Journey's End has found the

management business profitable, Rollins 
said.

We are in a sound financial position 
and poised for growth,” he said.

We are seeking to acquire exclusive 
Canadian rights to other internationally 
recognized hotels through management 
and franchising activities. It is our inten- 
ion to add 100 properties to our portfolio 

over the next three years.’’

Currently, Journey’s End has 124 loca
tions in Canada and New York State.

veloped land, reduced operating;' 
expenses by one-third to $9 miR’ 
lion, dropped property operating 
expenses by about $2 million and 
moved corporate offices to Belle
ville from Toronto.

Two new subsidiaries were 
formed. The first, Journey’s End" ' 
Advisors Inc., is a consultancy' 
that markets operational and fr- „ 
nancial solutions to the hotel iir-“ 
dustry, while the second. Jour-.' ' 
ney’s End Management Inc.', 
deals with all management oper- “ 
ations.

The new, meaner and leaner : 
Journey’s End Corp, has already-, 
found the management business ” 
profitable, Rollins said.

“We are in a sound financial 
position and poised for growth,””- 
ne said. “We are seeking to ac; ” 
quire exclusive Canadian rights, 
to other internationally recog-' 
nized hotels through manage;' 
ment and franchising activities. If; 
is our intention to add 100 prop-; 
erties to our portfolio over the- 
next three years.”

Currently, Journey’s End has 
124 locations in Canada and New 
York state. n

It went public in 1986, trading' 
on the Toronto and Montreal 
stock exchanges. Journey’s End ; 
shares over the last 52 weeks on. 
the TSE traded at a high of $5.88 
and a low of $2.45.

shifts focus 
to consulting
Maurice Rollins, chief exec
utive officer of Journey’s 
End Corp., told the compa
ny’s annual general meet
ing in Toronto yesterday 
the company plans to shift 
from developing to consult
ing. A management group 
has been set up to provide 
hotel management ser-

Local lodging corporation joins forces 
with international franchise
Belleville - Journey's End Corpora
tion and Choice Hotels International 
of Silver Spring. Maryland, are form
ing a Canada-wide partnership. The 
lodging management company and
franchisor reached an 
principle last month to 
form Choice Hotels 
Canada Inc. to be 
headquartered in 
Mississauga. The 50
50 venture is said to 
have no impact on 
employees of Bel
leville’s Journey’s

i agreement in

employees in Sales, Marketing and 
Central Reservations will become 
Choice Hotels Canada employees as 
of January 1. 1994. These employ
ees will continue to work at their 
present locations.”

and opens management opportuni
ties. Choice Hotels Canada hopes to 
have 400 properties in its system by 
1998. Comfort. Quality, Econo 
Lodge, Clarion, Rodeway. Friend
ship. and Sleep Inns are members of

‘The move won’t result in a mass 
exodus of Journey’s End 

employees from the Belleville area.'

Choice Hotels Inter
national. Future fran- 
chise/management 
deals will fly under 
one of the above flag 
names with the tag by 
Journey End. For ex
ample a Quality Ho
tel under Journey's

End Corporation.
“Journey’s End Corporation will 

remain intact,” David Duncan of 
Choice Hotels Canada said in a 
phone interview.
“Absolutely no jobs will be lost as 

a result of the new partnership." a 
press release further explains. “The 
only change is that Journey's End

Duncan says a handfull of employ
ees will work between Belleville and 
Mississauga offices. “The move 
won’t result in a mass exodus of 
Journey’s End employees from the 
Belleville area,” he says.
The joint venture, Duncan says, will 

allow Journey’s End access to 
Choice Hotels’ reservations system

End management will become Qual
ity Hotel by Journey’s End.
Journey’s End founder Maurice 

Rollins says, “We’ll be joining a 
strong global network."

The agreement will not change 
share ownership which trades on the 
Montreal and Toronto Stock Ex
change.



Don Boyle contributes this photograph of the 1943 Army and Navy Junior A ball club, 
Belleville. The players, kneeling, from left. G. Wright, Clarke, Don Boyle, Young, B. Hurst, J. 
Wardhaugh, B Cross, H. Wardhaugh, C. York, R. Browning. Back, H. Townsend, J. Clarke, R. 
Clare, A. Kelleher, R. Temple, M. Rollins, (?), M. Carson, G. Rogers, S. Woods, J. Semain.

Time Capsule
Jr. softball champs, 1946. Inserts, J.

, Back row, from left, S. Goodman, J. Boyle, J. Moher,
D ... t j D0"0*31}; L' Cross' Don Locke, Ron Fralick, W. Harden. Front, J. Spafford, M. 
gher 'T6d HUrS*’ B°y e' H' Wardhau9h- Absent, W. Adams, B. Bunton, D. Barrett, A Mea-
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Hotelier a local success story

Journey far from over for Rollins
By Tom Gavey

Maurice Rollins

.all one big team here’ at Interface Flooring

Rick Ver rail
quality. This something I

By Henry Bury

commitment
and

Last July, through a deal with 
Choice International, Journey’s

"The advantage to us is it 
gives us a global thrust in the 
market place. There are more 
than 3,000 franchise properties

Rollins says the relatively 
rapid expansion didn’t surprise

highways and byways of this 
country that state Quality Hotel 
by Journey’s End or Comfort Inn 
by Journey’s End. .

panded venture.
At the corporate headquarters 

in Belleville there are approxi
mately 100 employees, while an
other 100 are employed at the 
reservations system facility in 
Mississauga. There are more 
than 3,000 employees at motels 
and hotels around the country.

Under the agreement Canadi-

where we’ll focus," says Rollins.
There are 124 Journey's End 

locations in Canada, more than 
any other company in the accom-

their reservation systems and 
close to 300,000 rooms in 25 
countries," says Rollins.

Under the new agreement 
Journey’s End is administering 
Choice Canada operations and

was going to do as early as the 
1960s," he says today.

Rollins says surveys done to
day demonstrate what he knew

hasn't put the brakes on, either.
Recently it took over a 150- 

room four-star facility in Victoria, 
B.C. that will become a Clarion 
operation, while an adjoining 80- 
room motel will be flagged Quali-

And what a successful busi
ness Journey's End has been.

Rollins, already a tried and 
true success story in Belleville 
with business interests in real es
tate, construction, lumber and 
other areas, opened the first 
Journey's End here in 1978.

Still involved in the construc
tion business and other projects, 
Rollins says he started slowly, 
proceeding to build in Kingston 
and then in Peterborough.

However, as the 1980s dawned 
Rollins moved into the accommo
dations field full time and Jour
ney’s End signs began popping up 
like so many mushrooms in a

good example 
of versatility

"I knew there was a void in the 
marketplace. People were looking 
for something that was affordable 
but that also provided consistent

three decades ago: that the trav
eler is looking for cleanliness and 
comfort in addition to a good 
price on the road. He or she 
doesn’t want one to be sacrificed 
for the other.

"Quality and affordability 
have been our goal since the out
set and we’ve never lost that. 
We’ve been fortunate to build on 
good sites and I can say a cus
tomer will get the same quality 
service in Comerbrook, Nfld. as 
in Chiliwack, B.C.," says Rollins.

Journey's End recently sold 14 
properties in the U.S., maintain
ing only its facilities in Manhat
tan at 5th Avenue and 40th and 
in Buffalo. .

"We were practically invisible 
in the United States, we just 
didn’t have enough locations. 
We've decided that we’re best

Also, in Montreal a new 200- 
room facility will open in April.

"Lately we’ve been restructur
ing the company to face the 
1990s. We’ve noticed occupancy is 
going up and there has been a 
slight recovery. We believe that 
will continue," says Rollins.

He's lived in Belleville since 
1928 and worked for McFarland 
Construction in the 1950s before 
beginning his own business that 
included everything from con
struction to lumber. The success 
of Journey’s End remains his 
crowning achievement.

"We’re a household name in 
Canada. There’s something to be 
said for that," says Rollins.

assets and equipment of another 
city company that was making 
broadloom.

It had 10 employees in all, six 
of whom were responsible for 
making carpet for carpet tiles. 
For those first two years, the 
completed carpet was shipped to 
its Georgia headquarters for til
ing (cutting up into tiles).

In 1985, Interface opened its 
new plant at 233 Lahr Dr. (just 
down the road from the original 
building) and began manufac
turing nylon carpet tiles here. 
There were 25 employees at the 
new plant.

“We had grown up to 100 em
ployees at our plant here in 
1988-89 but the economics of 
that time forced us to downsize," 
Lx?fler said.
__Thg_£gTpet tile manufacturer

The Intelligencer

Maurice Rollins admits to a 
little time for indulging in his 
passion for tennis.

Beyond that, though, the 
chairman and chief executive of
ficer of Canada’s largest accom
modations chain sticks to busi-

The Intelligencer

Rick Verrail had a hand in 
producing the first carpet tile 
ever manufactured in Canada.

The date was late 1984. The 
company was Interface Flooring 
Systems (Canada), Inc. in 
Belleville’s Industrial Park.

Verrail is still with the car
pet-tile manufacturing com
pany, although he's involved in 
an entirely new area of the busi
ness — accounts receivable.

Changing job functions has 
been a matter of course for Ver
rail ever since he joined Inter
face in February of 1983.

I ve loved my 11 years here. 
And I’ve done everything here 
from drive a forklift and manage

About Journey’s End...
•— The first Journey’s End location was Belleville in 1978.
— In 1988 the company opene’d its 100th facility.

p ~ ^ly. 1993 Journey’s End purchased 50 per cent of Choice 
a^ada, making it the largest accommodations chain in Canada.

.. ~ There are 124 Journey’s End locations in Canada and the 
United States.

— The two U.S. operations are in Manhattan, N.Y. and Buffalo.
— Chairman and CEO Maurice Rollins has been in Belleville 

since 1928 and began working in the 1950s for McFarland Con
struction.

— VVith the acquisition of Choice Canada came access to 300,000 
rooms in 25 countries and to the names Clarion, Quality, Comfort, 
Roadway, Econo-Lodge, Sleep Inn and Friendship Inn.

OVER 150 YEARS WITH FRIENDLY 
SERVICE IN THE COMMUNITY



Journey’s End

Staffing 
stable
says
Rollins

'Dw wnrk force at theThe work force at the
Belleville head offices of Jour
ney's End remains stable at 90 
to 95 employees despite some 
recent staff changes, Maunce 
Rollins, chairman, reported
Friday.

“We’ve actually added a lew 
key people in recent days be
cause busi
ness has been 
increasing,” 
he said.

However, 
there have 
also been
some layoffs 
in specific job 
areas spread 
over several 
past months, 
the result of 
automation.

Maurice 
Rollins

But those, he 
said, “have been very few."

Other than the arrange
ment the company entered into 
recently with Choice Hotels In
ternational, a 50-50 partner
ship which resulted in a name 
changes to Comfort Inns (for 
motels) Quality Hotels and 
Suites by Journey’s End, there 
has been no staff restructuring 
at the Belleville head offices 
nor is any planned, said Rol
lins.

—r
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Statement by Maurice Rollins 
Monday, September 22, 1997

I am making this personal contribution on behalf of myself and my wife. This gift is 
intended to jump-start the campaign and to encourage others to come forward to make 
their commitment to this viable non-profit venture for the development of a Resource and 
Cultural Centre for the Quinte area.

Our municipal leaders have demonstrated great skill and creativity in dealing with the 
budgetary challenges they have faced in the past. Despite these challenges, they also 
have shown that they are prepared to work in partnership with citizens groups who are 
willing to take some initiative for the benefit of the whole community. I intend this gift 
to provide all the constituencies involved, with an opportunity which will allow them to 
embrace this project and bring it to a successful conclusion

Although I attended BCIVS some years ago and have many fine memories of that time, 
my support is not particularly for nostalgic reasons. Rather, it is because a dedicated and 
diverse group of interested parties have clearly demonstrated that our community 
desperately needs a resource and cultural centre. In addition to providing ample space 
dedicated to resource use, BCIVS offers unique facilities for cultural purposes Other 
cities, which have similar resource and cultural centres, have demonstrated that they can 
attract new industry and other business spin-offs. It would also enable and encourage our 
young people to find employment within our community Having such a facility in our 
region would reduce the necessity to travel to other major urban centres.

The location of such a resource and cultural centre, particularly in the former BCIVS, 
seems entirely appropriate and feasible to me The structure is sound. It also offers 
practicality of conversion to resource, cultural and other uses at lower costs than new 
construction at other locations.

My wife and I support the aims and objectives of BCIVS 2000 and hope that all the 
constituencies involved will rally behind this cause. This is a unique opportunity to 
provide a resource and cultural facility in the heart of our community which will benefit 
all the people of the Quinte region We would encourage all members of the Quinte 
region therefore, to embrace this project and to offer their assistance in bringing it to a 
most satisfactory conclusion.
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Motel chain boss sees rainbow
in the future of Journey’s End

By Donna Jean MacKinnon

Journey’s End Motel, all the com

pany’s properties were “new 
builds” and it operated as a de
velopment company.

Late in the 1980s, however, the 
company recognized that once 
the planned motel developments 
were complete, the market would 
have enough capacity for several

As a result, shareholders were 
told, Journey's End was reorga
nized and is now operating as a 
property management company.

In the restructuring, the com
pany liquidated some of its unde-

The chairman and chief execu
tive officer of Journey’s End 
Corp., Canada’s largest limited
service lodging company, told 
shareholders yesterday that its 
occupancy rates increased an 
average of 7 per cent last year, 
while industry rates remained

veloped land, reduced operating.: 
expenses by one-third to $9 miP' 
lion, dropped property operating 
expenses oy about $2 minion and 
moved corporate offices to Belle
ville from Toronto.

Two new subsidiaries were 
formed. The first, Journey's En<f 
Advisors Inc., is a consultancy' 
that markets operational and fr-^ 
nancial solutions to the hotel in 
dustry, while the second, Jour-: 
ney’s End Management Inc.-, 
deals with all management oper: J

ing people to holiday in Canada.
A survey of 31,000 frequent 

travellers, members of the Cana
dian Professional Sales Associa
tion, rated Journey’s End the 
number 1 chain in Canada for the 
second year, Rollins said.

Since its inception in 1978, 
when Rollins, a Belleville busi
nessman, co-founded the first

The extra business helped 
Journey’s End generate an in
crease of 2.5 per cent revenues 
over 1991, while profitability, on 
management operations, im- 
provea by about $3 million.

"Clearly, the company outper
formed the market. Even though 
the industry is static, we in
creased our market share,” said 
Maurice Rollins at the company’s 
annual meeting yesterday. '

He attributed the gains to the 
trend towards economy travel by 
business and pleasure travellers

The new, meaner and leaner 
Journey’s End Corp, has already- 
found the management business ' 
profitable, Rollins said.

"We are in a sound financial 
position and poised for growth"’; 
ne said. "We are seeking to ac-" 
quire exclusive Canadian rights 
to other internationally recog-' 
nized hotels through manage2 ’ 
ment and franchising activities. It 
is our intention to add 100 prop
erties to our portfolio over the- 
next three years.”

Currently, Journey's End has 
124 locations in Canada and New, 
York state.

It went public in 1986, trading 
on the Toronto and Montreal 
stock exchanges. Journey's End : 
shares over the last 52 weeks on 
the TSE traded at a high of $5.88 
and a low of $2.45.



says she just doesn't understand '-’guilty’ as char

'My sister-in-law has told me

Lap dancing bylaw uextensions to ink the deal, it has

holding the I

Queen BedSingle Bedroom

The ruling, released yester
day, affects lap dancing, in 
which customers pay exotic 
dancers a fee to gyrate on their

"Although I attended (the 
school) some years ago, my sup-

of Journey's End hotels has do
nated $1 million to help save his 
old public high school from the 
wrecking ball.

right thing ai 
people's healt 

Goldberg s 
court uphold!

sonal monetary gift the world- 
famous Hospital for Sick Chil
dren has received in its 123-year 
history.

But at many’ clubs in the 
Greater Toronto Area, the danc
ers were doing more, with some 
masturbating customers.

The decision was lauded by 
Katharine Goldberg, president

to me, it's just normal. I — I've 
never had any medical attention 
for it or anything."

But in a surprise development 
yesterday, when the judge’s in
quiry continued without mem-

Friday by the 
lice that only 
den hearing a 
’ Lawyers .fo 
say it appear 
.attorneys also

80W«40Di7SHcm (31.5*15.75*29.5')
MS 046 ERIKA Singu Bfo 
108Wx203Ij90Hcm (42 5180x35.5*)'

rice Rollins to help convert the 
three-storey building into a cul
tural centre may not be enough 
to stave off a bid by the local 
separate school board to raze 
the historic landmark, boarded 
up for the past five years.

With two radically different 
visions of the future of Belleville 
Collegiate Institute and Voca
tional School, both sides are

The Ontario Court of Appeal 
has unanimously upheld a Met
ro bylaw that prohibits physical 
contact between exotic dancers 
and their customers in strip

"The byla 
physical conta 
is working foi 
said. - 'That’s 
Only a compk 
really protect.-

statement read by his .wife at a 
news conference'yesterday.

' “Rather, it’s because, a dedi
cated and diverse group of in
terested "parties have clearly 
demonstrated that .our commu
nity desperately needs a re-

BCIVS 2000, a citizen’s organi
zation, to kick off its. campaign 
to purchase the property. The 
school would need about $5 mil
lion in upgrades.'

In the meantime, the Has
tings-Prince Edward Counties 
Roman Catholic board iS forg
ing ahead with-its own plans to 
acquire the property. Last Feb
ruary, it offered $700,000 for the

to, "find som 
within themsc 
cruel thing ca

top pcopio rrom au meso insntu- cd wittf-Dr Brown wrconsui^'TaunchCd’thF^ 'por-
। ' । t ta^ sa^?' . ^on drive on the hospi-

There is a ent cal mass of The couple urged support for. tai’s front lawn is a huge ban
expertise in Toron o, in the di- the campaign. "Every $10, every, ner was unfurled from the
agnosis, treatment and cure of $25, helps,” they said. . • hospital's roof

; signed with the Hastings Coun-.
fty Board of Education. V** ' '
' The separate board plans to, .. .
raze the school to make way for p- L ££ .
an; athletic field. 'lh:s ’has \ v

. sparked protests from throngs ‘ Egd
of former students, who attend-’ •?. . /' B
ed the school from 1927 to 1992. . Ra

Henry Grayman, co-chairper- JM
son of BCIVS 2CC0, pleaded yes- r AN
terday for separate school board gX AM
officials to withdraw their 1 id. \]K<|

"I can’t believe the separate 
school board can say no to a 
cultural centre which -they- MAURICE ROLLINS: Jour- 
would be part of, sard Gray- .vic i i man, adding the separate board W s End founder and 

■ could use the school's lawns. ex-Belle ville student.'



11 he • ■bmmumty Press ss
QUINTE EDITION

Belleville ■ Trenton ■ Brighton
Audited CCNA Circulation 32,308

SEPTEMBER 27,1997 RR#3 TRENTON • Bernard Long Rd. 
(just past Glen Miller Bridge)

GRIZZLY 600 4X4 
Exclusive YAMAHA Features 
• Uttnmibc” Transmission with engine brake 

• 600 a engine LARGEST ON THE MARKET 
• On command'” 4 WO system 
• Quttk-adjuJt tat suspension 

YOUR AUTHORIZED YAMAHA WALER 
FOR PERSONAL WATERCRAFT, ATYl, 
SNOWMOBILES, MOTORCYCLES &

One-million for the cultural centre

Phil Panelas (standing), Chairman of the Trenton Memorial Hospital Foundation, 
visited with dinner guests during the Foundation’s Gourmet Extravaganza Din
ner held in the Officers' Mess at CFB Trenton on Friday, September 19, just to 
make sure that everyone was enjoying themselves. From the expression on Brighton 
resident Brigadier General (Ret.'d) Jeffrey Brace's face it is pretty apparent that 
he was having a very good time. As Executive Director of the RCAF Memorial 
Museum he knows the value of such community fund-raising events and was happy 
to join the other 143 dinner guests at Trenton Memorial Hospital's annual dinner.

Biweekly garbage 
collection deferred
by Kathy Everson
Trenton - Residents have had a last
minute reprieve on biweekly garbage col
lection in the city.
Council decided to postpone the pro

posed switch from weekly to biweekly 
collection which would have started Oc
tober 1 running until March 31, 1998.

and only a couple of months left it would 
not be worth the aggravation,” he said.
Arie Hoomweg noted council neglected 

to look into the garbage issue further when 
the budget was set. Now there was not ad
equate time to do it. Murray Workman 
moved the issue be tabled to November I.

by Lee Anne Vance
Belleville - A one million dollar contribution to the 
restoration of BCIVS for creation of a resource and 
cultural centre was announced September 22.

"This is a unique opportunity to provide a re
source and cultural facility in the heart of our com
munity which will benefit all the people of the 
Quinte region," Marilyn Rollins said in making the 
announcement for herself and her husband 
Maurice. "This gift is intended to jump start the 
campaign.”

While the Hastings Prince Edward County Ro
man Catholic Separate Schoo) Board has an offer 
on the table to buy the property from the public 
school board the closing date has been extended for 
another three months. The separate board had 
planned to demolish the school to create a regula
tion soccer field but the city designated the building 
historical buying time from the wrecker’s ball.
"Other cities, which have similar resource and 

cultural centres, have demonstrated that they can 
attract new industry and business spin-offs," Mrs. 
Rollins said. “It would also enable and encourage 
our young people to find employment within our 
community."

On the Church Street sidewalk for the announce
ment were citizens representing a number of possi
ble user groups as well as local politicians.
"Interested parties have clearly demonstrated that 

our community desperately needs a resource and 
cultural centre,” Rollins said. Supporters of the 
BCIVS 2000 committee, the Rollins family hopes 
other businesses and individuals will come forward 
with support.

It will take a lot financially to refurbish the build
ing the Rollins say is sound and cheaper to upgrade 
than to build new.
"The Cadillac version is $10.5-million," co-chair 

of the BCIVS 2000 committee Henry Grayman 
says, “We propose a Ford version,” he said with 
moans from the Ford drivers in the group. A scaled- 
down centre would come in somewhere around 
$5.5-million. Grayman hopes a deal can be made 
with the school board in regards to the $700,000 
purchase price. The Rollins money is not to be used 
to purchase the property.

Grayman envisions an art gallery, space for com
munity organizations, private rental space, and a new 
home for Quinte Arts Council and Quinte Ballet 
School at a converted BCI.
The BCI group hadn't talked with library at the time 

of the press conference.

A devisive issue?
"We are not Belfast here we are Belleville,” 

Henry Gray man co-chair of the BCIVS 2000 com
mittee said in response to a question about BCI di
viding the community on secular lines. "We have 
clearer minds."

With a one million dollar donation from a local 
family to turn BCI into a cultural centre. Grayman 
thinks the separate board will abandon plans to 
purchase the property and demolish the building.
"I can’t believe the separate school board can say 

no.” Grayman says. "I invite them to be part of this 
... I invite them to use this field ... For the last 67 
years students have used this field.
“We hope to sit down with them [the separate 

board) as a partner.”
Reached by phone following the announcement, 

separate school board chair Terry McGuigan said, 
"This is a new development trustees will want to 
consider over the next few weeks. At this time we 
have no intention to sit down with them [BCIVS 
2000 group). Our views are so completely op
posed. Our intention is to see it [BCI] through to a 
sport site.”
The needs of students are priority, McGuigan 

says. Ministry of Education guidelines require a 
minimum of 15 acres for the new St. Theresa Sec
ondary School the chair says with Nicholson sit
ting on about one acre.
As the property is owned by the public school 

board McGuigan sees no need to talk with anyone 
else at this time. He commended the Rollins com
munity support and says the board will continue to 
base decisions on what parents and students see as 
priority.
Grayman says many Catholic school supporters 

are “strongly in support" of converting the old 
school into a cultural centre.

Aiderman Murray Workman told coun
cil there was not enough time to inform 
residents of the changes. "There will be 
garbage out on the streets," he said. "This 
is too short a notice. We need door-to- 
door notification."

Sally Freeman agreed there should be a 
delay in the program. Administrator
treasurer Brian Fagan said a delay of one 
month would cost the city $4,000. Total 
savings for the biweekly program would 
only be about $15,000, since the cost of 
bag tags has also been reduced to $ 1.
Dave Emmons felt most families could 

not get by putting out only two bags every 
two weeks. He said this should be ex
tended. However, works co-ordinator 
Norm Mallory noted there would be no 
reduction in cost if the two-bag allowance 
was increased.
Mayor Neil Robertson felt the program 

should be dropped for the rest of the year. 
He noted the savings in revenue would 
not be worth it. "With the cost of the ads

Potential for a new face around Quinte West council table
Sidney Twp. - Larry Groves officially 
filed his papers for the November 1997 
municipal election for the new city of 
Quinte West last week. An R.R.#4, Stir
ling, resident since 1981, Groves has been 
watching activities in Sidney Township 
with great interest through the years and 
believes it is lime to offer his experience 
and energy, both political and entrepre
neurial. to improve the community for the 
benefit of all residents.

AI see co-operation with all of our mu
nicipal neighbours to make Quinte a truly 
vibrant and desirable place in which to 
live as an achievable goal,” says Mr. 
Groves. "I’d like to put an end to 'back
room deals.”’ That is not the way for an 
honest government with the best interests 
of the taxpayer at heart to conduct busi
ness. The in-camera sessions should be 
strictly limited. Council business should

be fully disclosed and visible to all resi
dents of the community. I'd also like 
make the new amalgamated communi
ty’s government more accessible by 
bringing four public fonims to the Sidney 
Ward each year."

Many people are aware of Larry 
Groves’ past accomplishments and ongo
ing commitment to the Hastings County 
Farm Show and Plowing Match, of which 
he is past president. His 30 years of show
ing, breeding and training of purebred 
Arabian horses, and his cash crop farming 
of 250 acres in Sidney Township, might 
qualify him to be labelled "well 
grounded” in the rural aspects of the mu
nicipality. On the other side of the equa
tion he has successfully managed the 
Doug Whitley Insurance Brokers Stirling 
Branch for the past 11 years and has re
cently started the Oak Hills Artesian Wa

ter Company, a spring 
water bottling operation 
on the family farm 
which now serves the 
Greater Quinte Area. He 
is also the past president 
of the Hastings County 
Soil and Crop Improve
ment Association and 
was the Charter Presi
dent of the new Stirling 
Rotary Club.

Larry and his wife, 
Sharon, moved their 
family to Sidney Town
ship in 1981 from the
Eastern Townships region of Quebec. While a resident of that 
area Mr. Groves was a town councillor for an amalgamated
municipality called the ‘Town of Brome Lake."
“I won't be coming to the Quinte West Council table without 

Please see “Groves” on page 3.
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WE'LL BE RIGHT THERE HELPING IT CHANGE, GROW AND BEAUTIFY TOMORROW

ROLLINS

■■■■ ■■■■ ■■■■

BUT SOME THINGS 
HAVE REMAINED

11 VICTORIA AVENUE
(LAKELAND NATURAL

O/zWees Sr illc z?G7

Since 1867 our Belleville has changed a good 
deal . . . and most of that change has been for the 
better too! Certainly in the building industry little 
remains the same as it was a hundred years ago. 
Year after year builders have endeavored to im
prove the jives of one and all by constructing 
houses that provide even better living, comfort 
and convenience. Belleville provides an excep
tional example of the industry’s improvements 
and of how our architectural tastes have changed. 
But, as we said before, some things have remained.

POSSIBLY THE FIRM MOST RESONSIBLE FOR THE RECENT CHANGE HAS BEEN ROLLINS CONSTRUCTION LTD. IN THE PAST FEW 

YEARS MORE “ROLLINS HOMES” HAVE BEEN BUILT IN BELLEVILLE THAN ALL OTHER HOMES COMBINED! THE PRIMARY REASON 

FOR THIS SUCCESS IS THE CHANGE WE’VE BEEN TAKING ABOUT. WITH EVERY IMPROVEMENT AND ADVANCEMENT IN BUILDING 

TECHNOLOGY ROLLINS CONSTRUCTION LTD. IS USUALLY FIRST TO EMPLOY IT — MAKING “ROLLINS HOMES” ALWAYS AS MOD
ERN AS TOMORROW. AS BELLEVILLE CONTINUES TO GROW AND CHANGE, SO WILL OUR FIRM. OUR HOUSES WILL PROBABLY 

CHANGE TOO ... TO SUIT YOUR TASTES. OUR EFFORTS TO PLEASE YOU WON T STOP THERE ____
THOUGH — WE LL ENDEAVOR TO MAKE THE PRICE OF “ROLLINS HOMES AS PLEASING AS THEIR
APPEARANCE! BUT WHAT IS IT THAT HAS REMAINED THE SAME, YOU ASK? WELL, THAT’S THE K |
SECOND REASON FOR ROLLINS SUCCESS. THE MORE PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY SERVICE THAT
WAS PREVALENT IN 1867 IS STILL THE NORM AT ROLLINS CONSTRUCTION LTD. ALTHOUGH WE ’

BUILD A LOT OF HOMES, WE STILL FIND TIME TO CONSIDER-VQtfK?ARTlcULAR HOUSING NEEDS 

— AND WE BUILD YOUR HOME AS IF IT WAS THE ONLY ONE tfE WERE BUILDING. IT’S THIS 

PERSONAL TOUCH COUPLED WITH A SINCERE FEELING FOR THE BUILDING TRADE THAT HAS
PRODUCED THE INTEGRITY HOME BUYERS ASSOCIATE WITH HOLINS CONSTRUCTION LTD. flBk Vl ■HBi

BELLEVILLE 
UbeBIN aeeboiuns homes;

A tilt-
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COOKIN
The Joy of Cooking

Beloved cookbook revised for first time in 20 years
likefor heartyyour grandmother would

brownies, pancakes, tuna casse-
There are no canned

latinand far, far less about

20 years isn’t exactly The Joy Don't worry. This is still the

Che

THE INTELLIGENCER. Tuesday. October 21,1997 - 8 Brian E. O’Meara - City Editor 962-9171, Ext. 229

OUR CITY
BCIVS 2000 committee looking for public input
Bv lack FA am ° A A

The Intelligencer

Meanwhile, Belleville City Council has $1 million toward the project.

□ BUSINESS

LLBQ

would you have believed it?" said 
Ethan Becker. Rombauer’s grand-

Sixty-six years later, the bible 
of cookbooks is still cooking. On 
Nov. 5, the sixth edition of The 
Joy, as it is lovingly called, will

bauer put together her first com
pilation of "reliable recipes with 
a casual culinary chat," the book 
has taught generations how to s

Ingredients were scattered in bold 
face throughout the Instructions 
rather than listed at the begin-

CAMBRIDGE. Mass. (AP) — If 
you've ever baked a pie. molded a 
gelatin salad, stuffed a turkey or 
even used cream of tomato soup, 
chances are The Joy of Cooking 
lent a hand.

Car appropriately named ‘Bad Attitude’

whole approach."
Rombauer brought humor into 

the kitchen, telling readers — and 
most of her early readers were 
women — that cooking needn't be 
taken so seriously. She pioneered 
a style in which directions were 
written in fairly orthodox sen-

which was professionally printed 
and revised in 1936, was filled 
with the kind of meals she liked to 
eat. Her daughter, Marion Rom
bauer Becker, joined her mother

After Becker’s death in. 1976, 
The Joy tradition passed to her 
son, Ethan, now 52. who has spent 
the last 20 years retesting recipes 
and writing new ones in his boy
hood home of Newton. Ohio. His 
name joins those of his mother 
and grandmother on the jacket 
cover of the new book.

The new version boasts 4.500 
recipes, many of them new and 
most tweaked if not completely 
revised. The first printing run is 
500.000 copies, an extraordinary 
number for a cookbook.

Why not? The Joy has sold 
more than 14 million copies, and 
even the outdated 1975 hardback 
edition sells 100,000 copies a year 
without promotion.

Rombauer was getting over the 
suicide of her husband in 1930 
when she began her first cook
book project. She wasn't profes
sionally trained, but she was a 
fine cook and fast, known for 
whipping up supper for unexpect
ed guests.

Her first self-published volume,

"What Irma did was say 'Oh 
phooey on the old fogies.' Anyone 
can cook," said Anne Mendelson, 
a New Jersey food writer and 
author of Stand Facing the Stove, 
a biography of Rombauer and 
Becker. "They were more acces-

Instead, there's Ethiopian chick
en. Thai beef salad, Szechuan 
spiced tofu, low-fat cheesecake 
and lots about garlic.

And there is a chapter devoted 
entirely to pasta. Sixty years ago. 
when Rombauer was cooking in 
her mostly German community in 
St. Louis, noodles were something 
to serve in a casserole or buttered, 
with pot roast.

"If 20 years ago somebody had 
told you that pasta would be the

casting its long-held dream of a cultural 
centre, preferably based in BCI, adrift.

That earlier decision came under fierce 
criticism by members at large at the coun
cil's annual meeting last month, when sev
eral long-term members argued that deci
sion no longer reflected the membership’s

QUOTE OF 
THE DAY

Board members promised to review the 
decision and the latest motion to support 
the BCI preservation concept was unani-

"She always said she wrote as 
if a person was a fool in the 
kitchen, but you can't write for 
fools," Becker said of his grand
mother. "If you write as if people 
were fools, they won't read your

"All I know is that I owe a lot of thanks 
to a lot of people for being there when 

I needed them,” said Jeff Post after 
drag strip accident.

We feel there are still many questions 
and concerns in the minds of many of the 
public about preserving BCI as a communi
ty and cultural centre,” says one supporter 
of the concept. Quinte Arts Council execu
tive director Susan Stevenson.

Organizers of a public meeting Wednes
day at 7 p.m. in the Belleville Legion Hall 
add h°^ng that those Pr°blems will be

given save BCI supporters at least some 
chance of breathing room by confirming 
"heritage building" status on the 70-plus 
year old structure.

Organizers of Wednesday's meeting are 
hoping for input on the concept from the 
public, as well as queries about how the 
project could be completed.

The concept already has financial sup
port in a pledge made last month by promi-

Canadian journalist-author and former 
Bellevillian Stevie Cameron will be master 
of ceremonies.

Stevenson noted that a recent decision 
by the board of the Quinte Arts Council 
adds a new element to the issue. That deci
sion was supported by the board for the 
BCIVS 2000 committee's proposal to pre
serve the building.

The endorsement marked a reversal of 
the boards previous standing policy of 
pulling back from its own consultant's rec
ommendations several months earlier, and


