
Hon. Mackenzie Bowell.
First Methodist Prime Minister of Canada.

I t -will interest our readers chiefly to know that the recently-appointed prime minister of Canada is a Methodist from conviction and choice. He was born in Rickingliall, Suffolk, England, on December 27, 1S23, emigrated to Canada with his father’s family, and settled in Belleville, Ontario, in 1S32. He became a member of Bridge Street Methodist Sunday- school in the same year, and the religious impressions there made have done much to develop the high character for honesty and straightforwardness which even political opponents admit are his. His early life was one 
of struggle. He went out to “ chore i t ” when a lad of not qu ite . fourteen. His employer quickly noted his genius and stick-at-it-ive- ness, promoted him to his printing office, and as the y^ars went by he became a journeyman, then foreman, next partner, and then oditor and proprietor of the Daily and Weekly Intelligencer. He married a godly woman. Miss Harriet Louisa Moore, in 1847. To this early marriage and his wife he attributes much of his success. From a private he has risen to the rank of colonel in the volunteer force.He was first elected to Parliament in 1867, and in all the contests since then has always been re-elected. He was chosen a minister of the crown by the late Sir John A. Macdonald in 1878, was minister of customs for fourteen years, in 1892 being selected as the first minister of trade and commerce. On the death of the late Sir John Thompson he was selected by the Governor-Gen end to succeed him, and has just completed the formation of his cabinet. Too independent and honourable to be an office-seeker, every position he has ever held has been given to him on his merits, never sought by him. His disposition is genial, his manners attractive, his face strong and handsome, an able debater with fare administrative abilities, ripe judgment, and withal a clean, upright, honourable 
man, without a stain cm his private or political 
escutcheon. ,Such is the first Methodist prime minister of Canada. Ho is a member of the congregation of the Dominion church in Ottawa, and every Sunday is to be found among its most attentive hearers. He bears all the honours bestowed on him so lavishly with a modesty that is also one of his characteristics. He has a great admiration for Methodist polity, 
and believes in the work Methodism is doing, and the way it is doing it. Mr. Bowell was 
one of the visitors at the recent General Conference of the Methodist Church in Canada, where he received a cordial welcome and delivered an address. At its close it was marked how delighted former pastors of his at Belleville and Ottawa were to greet their life-long 
friend.—Northwest Christian Advocate.
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