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Tourist Park, Frankford, Onto



FRANKFORD, ONTARIO — CENTENNIAL YEAR 1967 
(As Reviewed by Muriel Rabel)

Nestled among the beautiful hills where Cold Creek 
empties its waters into the Trent River, some eight miles 
north of the town of Trenton snuggles the thriving little Village of Frankford. This place has always been, ever since 
the time of the Indians, a landmark. It was then called 
"The Head of the Nine Miles,” nine miles of rapids with 
;t descent of about one hundred feet to Lake Ontario.

When lumbering was in its infancy—just north of the present Village where the island separates the waters of the Trent River into two channels, you may still see the 
remains of the old piers where the logs were rafted and 
sent downstream to the Lake. At this place the Hether- 
ington Mill was built. This old mill was sold and re-sold 'til eventually it was owned by the ‘Canadian Pulp and 
Paperboard Mill.’ This property is now owned by the Bata Shoe Company.

Frankford celebrates just a little over one hundred and fourteen years as a self-governing municipality. It was designated a Police Village on July 5th, 1853.
The order for incorporation as a Village was passed on June 19th, 1920, and incorporation took effect on January 1st, 1921.
In the early days before incorporation there were five 

hotels in Frankford. Sweetman’s Hotel was located where Phils’ Beauty Shoppe and the Frankford Hardware now stand. It was a three-storey building and contained the Town Hall, with a bowling alley under the Town Hall. It burned in about 1912 along with the woollen mill which was situated on the opposite bank of Cold Creek. Today some of the old stone wall still stands.
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The McCambridge Hotel was operated by Pat McCam- 
bridge and stood on the present site of the Style Shoppe, 
Empire Cafe, Cameo Beauty Salon and Wallace’s Grocery. 
After its days as a hotel it was bought, remodelled, and Mr. 
C. W. Scott operated a grocery store here for about fifteen 
years. In more recent times it was known as the Spencer Block and about twenty-six years ago it was nearly des
troyed by fire. It was remodelled as one storey and now contains the above-mentioned businesses with Mr. E. Wallace as proprietor of the Block.

The Clarke House stood on the corner of Mill and 
Trent Streets for many years and after it was no longer 
habitable it was tom down and is now a Coin Wash built in 1962 and owned by Mr. G. Montgomery.

The former Brennan Hotel is still standing, but has been reconstructed into a modern store and upstairs apart
ment and owned by the Farrar family.

The McDonald Hotel was east of the river, but we haven’t been able to get much information on it.Brophy’s Hotel in 1843 served as a contracting head
quarters during the construction of Heeley Falls’ dam.

There were also five blacksmith shops in the Village. 
Mr. Aeneas McAllister blacksmithed for many years and was, I believe, the last to follow this profession in Frank- 
ford. “Gillie” Sharpe’s blacksmith shop was a popular 
social centre for Gillie was the town fiddler and played for all the dances.

These blacksmith shops, busy as they were, filled a social as well as industrial need — and many were the logging stories told by the river drivers of the hazards of the nine miles of rapids on the Trent before the dams were built.Frankford in the good old days before the Trent Canal
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was built anil there were no dams—the river was shallow and just below the second bridge where the water comes from Cold Creek—the local boys built eel racks for catching eels. These racks were built on a wooden trestleabout three feet above the water. On the trestle was asmall building just large enough to sleep in. A slatted rack was built on an angle down to the water. The eels were directed to this rack by long wings of stone. The cels dropped over a ledge and as the water escaped through the slats the eels could not get back up over the ledgeand were trapped. The owner had to stay on the joball night or someone would steal the eels. In those days eels brought a very good price on the market. Eels were plentiful and whiskey was cheap.
Before the dams were built the river was spanned by a covered wooden bridge and at time of low water, the bridge was repaired and people driving to Frankford forded 

the river just below the site of the present, bridge. The present bridge was built in 1911.
The initial survey for the Trent River section of the Canal was made in 1833. The Canal was started in 1908 and completed in 1914.

In 1871, a man named Robins erected, at considerable expense, a dam across the Trent River, with an immense head of water, making it one of the finest mill privileges in the country. It was suitable for any description of manufacturing purposes.
One of our early industries was a butter factory.We also had a cheese factory and an evaporator for drying fruits and a tannery.
Some of the real old-timers might remember Oliver Weston, who drove the stage, before the railroad came through. Ah, the railroad. Now those were the good old
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days when we commuted by rail or horse and buggy. The Prince Edward County Railway Company (incorporated in 
March 1873) which by 1900 had a line from Trenton Junc
tion to Bancroft, then extended this line in November 1907 to Maynooth. This was further extended in April 21, 1911 
and was opened for traffic between Maynooth and Wallace. 
The name of the Prince Edward County Railway Company became the Central Ontario Company on March 10. 1882. Two years later on April 19. 1884, the Company received a Dominion Incorporation. On April 5, 1909 McKenzie. Man and Co. Ltd., bought this Company from Trust and Guaranty Company Ltd., and included it in the Canadian Northern Railway Company, Guaranty Act, on July 13. 1914. Under agreement approved by Order in Council P. 
C. 1954-716 issued May 13, 1954 (effective June 8, 1954) The Central Ontario Railway Company joined with the Canadian Northern Company (controlled by C.N.R.) The 
latter became a part of the C.N.R. under Order in Council P.C. 1956-772 issued May 17, 1956 (effective June 11, 1956).

A Molson's Bank was opened in 1903. It stood where the Dafoe Store is now situated. The Bank of Montreal was built somewhere around 1914. George Bonter had a furniture store and china shop in the early days on the comer now occupied by the Bank.
Kinney and Marshall were names in early Frankford business and Rulif Grass owned a drygoods store that sold cloth by the yard and employed Mike Sarles as a tailor. 

Later he sold to George Weston, who re-sold to Ford and Turley and for many years the late James Ford operated a general dry goods business here. The Bata Shoe Co. has now established a shoe store in this location.
Andrew Simmons was located on the northeast of the four comers—Dr. Simmons had an office there. Dr. Sim
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mons will be widely remembered in Frankford for he was for many years the guiding hand behind the Agricultural Society, it is said that the first doctor in the Village was Dr. A. Rockwell, this being back in about 1875.
Dick MeMurray, Parker Consaul and George Bowman had harness and shoe repair shops in town in the early days.
The Sills family were in the mill business in Frankford. A paper mill and sawmill and a grist and flour mill. The flour mill was the old stone mill type with a run of six stones. It was located where the new post office building is now. Mr. Steve Plevak now owns this building, which houses the post office, a jewellery store and four apartments. Mr. Sills 

sold the paper mill to the Miller Bros, and Mr. Mikel took over the grist mill. This building is now used for storage by the Hydro Commission.
Actual statistics regarding the first electrical energy supplied to the Village of Frankford are difficult to find. The following information has been gleaned from talking to 

various Village residents who can remember the past events.
Many years ago the Canadian Paperboard Co. operated a factory in the north end of the Village. The Company in

stalled a water turbine, which in turn operated an electric- generator. The operation of the turbine supplied electical energy for use in the factory. Some time later, a  hydro line was built by the Canadian Paperboard Company, to supply a few customers in the village. This was the first electrical energy supplied to Frankford. Mr. Len Hendricks was involved in this operation.
A few years later a powerhouse was built at the plant. Two generators were installed and produced approximately
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750 kilowatts of power each. This additional power sup
ply allowed for a larger distribution system in the village.

The paperboard mill was shut down in 1930, but the 
Company continued to supply hydro power until 1937, at which time the Ontario Hydro Electric Commission pur
chased the distribution system from the Company. The hydro was then supplied by Ontario Hydro as a Local 
System.

The men who operated the power plant were: Messrs. Ralph Carr, Claude Davis and Arthur Southworth.
On December 5, 1949, after negotiations with Ontario Hydro, a by-law was passed by the Council to purchase the distribution system in the village and operate same as the Frankford Hydro Electric Commission. Mr. George Spencer. Mr. D’Arcy Ketcheson. Mr. George Montgomery 

and Mr. W. W. Simmons had much to do with the pur
chase of the system.

As a result of the electorate approving of the purchase of the hydro system, very favorable rates have been enjoyed by the people of the Village of Frankford.The Mott Brothers had a sawmill here in the early days
where logs were made into lumber, planed and matched, tongued and grooved and there was a barrel factory along with it to handle the extra. This factory was situated just south of the Canadian Canners Factory on Cold Creek. The 
Canners factory at present is being used by Bata Shoe Co. for shoe storage and machine shop.

Mouldey’s Brick was an early industry in Frankford and the brick yards were situated on the Stirling Road. Brick was made at this yard for the United Church, and many of the first brick buildings here in the Village.
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Speaking of Churches: There were four churches here in the real early days Methodist Episcopal, Wesleyan Methodist and Roman Catholic. The Anglican Church was built in 1876 and Rev. F. Downing is the present rector.
The first Roman Catholic Church building in Frankford burned, but another was erected on the same spot in 

1911. Present priest is Father McCiarvey.
The Wesleyan Methodist Church was erected in 1853 and the building is still standing, just north of the residence of Mr. J. E. Finnigan.
The Methodist Episcopal is where the United Church now stands and was established in 1879. Present minister is Rev. C. Dugan.

The Free Methodist Church in Frankford was organized in 1917. The first minister was Rev. John Potter, grandfather of Mr. Gerald Haggerty. The Church building at that time was on N. Trent Street. The present church on King St. was built in 1945-46 under the leadership of the late Rev. Roy Sedore. In 1962 under the leadership of the late Rev. Donald White, a new front entrance was built on this building. The present minister is Rev. R. Walsh.
The corner stone for the Full Gospel Tabernacle was laid in 1945 and the present minister is Rev. James Dunlop. The church is situated on S. Trent St.
What is now the Emmanuel church was once an opera house and later a grist mill. The Emmanuel Church was officially opened on March 16, 1958.
Mr. Grass donated the land that is being used for the Frankford Cemetery.
The first stone school in town stood on the approximate location of the present Community Hall.
When the new Continuation School was built in 1923 
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the old stone building was converted into municipal offices 
and Town Hall. This building was destroyed by fire in 1942. The present Community Hall was started in 1945. The new Fire Hall on the comer of Scott and Albert Streets was built in 1962. The present fire chief is Mr. Elmer 
Rogers, who succeeded Mr. Mervin Dafoe. The late Mr. A. McAllister was the village's first fire chief prior to 1921 
and in his spare time he built the old fire hall and the 
equipment that was used at that time.

In 1956 the Village Council decided to install water and sewers and good spring water was found on the west 
side of the railroad tracks. We are indeed fortunate to have found such good water without having to treat it.

The Bata Shoe Co. established itself just south of the Village in the summer of 1939. An exodus from Czechoslovakia of 143 families arrived in Frankford in small groups, together with loads of machinery and equipment. 
The old paper mill was used as temporary quarters to produce shoes, machines and later many important weapons and war materials used during World War II.

The Bell Telephone Co. had a magneto switchboard in the Village in 1908. The Bell gave Austin Telephones service on their switchboard from 1912 to 1924, when Mr. Austin purchased all the equipment, including the switchboard in 1924. This was in a building where the Stirling Lumber now stands. It was moved down to the present 
location of the west side of Madill Drugs. It was operated at this time by Mr. and Mrs. J. Carr. They had 115 subscribers. With the closing of the pulp mill in 1930, the Austin Telephone had a contract to build 45 miles of Hydro line in Murray Township and they employed a number of the men that were out of work at that time. Austin Telephone (originally Murray-Brighton Telephone Co.) was sold 
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back to Bell Telephone in 1956 at which time there were 
1300 subscribers.Dr. J. K. Beach arrived in Frankford, August 1949. 
He opened a new office on the comer of James and Elgin 
streets in March 1959.Dr. T. Wong arrived in Frankford in 1966 and has an 
office at 7 King Street N. The building was formerly used 
as an insurance office and built in 1958.Dr. David McMullen opened an office on November 
1st. 1921, at 11 North Trent Street.There have been several new homes built in the last ten years. The population in 1878 was 500 and in 1967 it is 1783.

The old steel covered arena was erected in 1927. It 
provided skating facilities for young and old. It was a combined agricultural building and skating rink. In the summers many well remembered country fairs were enjoyed —but this building burned down in 1962. The front part 
of a future arena was started and then donated by the Lions Club, together with sufficient land for adequate sports fields was turned over to the Village.

The Community Centre Board completed the front portion which includes dressing rooms and other facilities for hockey and skating. Also a beautiful Centennial Room upstairs to be used by all organizations. It is hoped that the citizens together with the Village Council will endeavour to complete this project. The Centre has been named the Dr. McMullen Recreational Centre, because of the untiring services he has rendered in the community for so many years.
The Frankford Tourist Park on the east side of the river is a great summer attraction and has been for manyyears.
Our Cenotaph was built in 1919. A Rev. John Knox
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headed a committee in charge of subscriptions on Nov. 11, 1918. together with the late Geo. Pollard, Chas. Rose and 
A. McAllister. In those days the Centaph cost around $1500.00. It is used by the Legion for Decoration Day and November 11th ceremonies—before the Legion started. 
Mr. H. J. Madill and the late Ed. Ketcheson organized services a )  the monument.Now as regards the name of our Village. About the year 1837 Abel Scott built a sawmill at the mouth of Cold Creek. It is believed this place is where the people forded the river as there was no bridge. During Sir Francis Bond Head’s administration he visited Scott’s Mills and it was he who gave it the name of Frankford which it still retains. So its name, too, has a historical setting.We would pay tribute to all those who have gone before us, may God be with us and those who come after us.

If what has been written here can bring back any memories — or arouse interest in a more complete account of the interesting history of this Village sometime, we are happy.

VILLAGE REEVES .
The following named were the reeves of the Village of Frankford and their terms of office.
Walter Windover J. E. Finnigan .H. T. Miller ....G. W. Amott ....J. B. Ford ..........D. R. Ketcheson G. N. Spencer .. D. R. Ketcheson

1921 to 1923...............  1924
1925 to 1928 „  1929 to 1932 1933 to 1934 

.. 1935 to 1937 1938 to 1940 1941 to 1943
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Geo. Montgomery 
George Spencer .... Geo. Montgomery
H. W. Rose .......Geo. Spencer .....H. W. Rose ........Frank Rabel .......H. W. Rose ......R. O. Moran ........

1944 to 1949 to 1953 to 1956 to
1959 to 1961 to

1965 — our present

19481952195519571958 
196019631964 reeve

POEM
A man died in Frankford 

And to Heaven did go Where he came fromSaint Peter wanted to know When he said ‘I’m from Frankford’ 
He said “I declare You’d better come inThere's lots more from there.’

“THE FRIENDLY CHURCH”
Above the entrance of the Frankford United Church is a stone bearing the letters M.E. (Methodist Episcopal) and the date 1879. The bell in the present building was transferred form the old Wesleyan Methodist Church. Major changes were made in 1937. In that year Rose- Lowery Hall was built. Rose's church on the 4th Concession of Sidney Township had been closed and the congregation joined Frankford Church. Rose’s church was torn clown and the material used in the new Hall.
Major James Lowery made a substantial donation towards its erection and thus it was named Rose-Lowerv 
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Hall. This new addition was opened and dedicated on December 15, 1937.The interior of the church was completely renovated in 1946. A new addition to the existing hall was also made with the dedication service on November 30, 1953. A new Hammond organ was installed the same year. A 
new furnace was installed in 1966.Recently two stained glass windows were dedicated to adorn the sanctuary, one being The Good Shepherd’ in memory of Mrs. J. A. Lott and the other This Do in Remembrance of Me' in memory of Mrs. Daniel Frost.Our director of music is Mrs. Ed. Sykes.Clerk of Session is Mr. R. Rowe and our present minister is the Reverend Christopher Dugan, B.A., B.D.

Former Ministers of the Congregation, Frankford 
1879— 1967

Rev. J. Stinson Rev. M. Shewed, Jr.Rev. J. A. Chapman Rev. W. Chapman, Jr.Rev. D. Perry Rev. W. J. W. CraggRev. C. Seymour Rev. J. S. McMullenRev. P. D. Wallis Rev. J. BatstoneRev. W. H. Peake Rev. J. D. P. KnoxRev. H. M. McQuade, Jr. Rev. I. SnellRev. J. E. Edwards Rev. J. R. ButlerRev. S. A. Duprau Rev. A. S. DoggettRev. J. Combs, Jr. Rev. J. F. LaneRev. R. Taylor Rev. H. H. LackeyRev. S. J. Depew Rev. R. MacEachernRev. J. W. Wilkinson Rev. D. BadgerRev. S. G. Rorke Rev. C. E. ClarkeRev. J. Shaver, Jr. Rev. T. RiddallRev. R. A. Whattam Rev. C. GteskeRev. A. J. Courtice Rev. C. Dugan
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