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The Pride and Self-Reliance of 
Tyendinaga Township 

By Vern Whalen 

The two qualities of pride and self-reliance in Tyendina-

ga were extremely evident in local historian Jim Kennel-

ly’s talk on the history of Tyendinaga Township. He 

spoke at the Hastings County Historical Society public 

presentation on Tuesday, May 19th at Maranatha. Many 

among the estimated 165 attendees travelled from Tyen-

May 28, 2015—Celebrating the 
New Archives  

Construction Launch 
By Sharon White 

The Archives renovation project is launched! About sixty

-five people from Belleville and Hastings County attend-

ed the celebration on May 28th and witnessed the ham-

mering of the ceremonial first spike to mark the occasion. 

Belleville’s Mayor Taso Christopher, Hastings County 

Warden Rick Phillips, and Historical Society President 

Richard Hughes represented the three partners in the Ar-

chives and gave remarks expressing their enthusiasm and 

appreciation for the partnership and the many people who 

have brought the Archives to this exciting juncture. All 

speakers expressed appreciation for Gerry Boyce’s im-

mense contributions over the past 58 years. 

Orland French presented a giant cheque from the Histori-

cal Society in the amount of $268,000 towards the fur-

nishing and equipping of the new facility. Happy munch-

ing on the special giant cake, also from the Historical 

Society, followed. 

Driving the first spike, from left, Councillor Garnet 

Thompson, Society President Richard Hughes, Contractor 

Brad Belch, Mayor Taso Christopher and Warden Rick 

Phillips                                     Photo by Donna Fano 

Historical Society Capital Campaign chairman and past-

president, Orland French, presented a giant cheque for 

$268,000 to Warden Rick Phillips and Mayor Taso  

Christopher                                             

Orland and 

Richard cut-

ting the cake 

 

Photos by  

Donna Fano  
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dinaga to hear Kennelly’s speech.  

Just east of Belleville lies the historic township of Tyen-

dinaga, the proud home of over 4,000 citizens. It is one 

of the few townships in Ontario to escape the amalgama-

tions of the Mike Harris government in the 1990s.   

Pride and self-reliance are part of the heritage for which 

Tyendinagans are noted.  

The roots of the township can be traced back as far as 

the early 1800s. A population survey in 1824 noted 324 

residents, although the number may or may not have 

included the Mohawk natives who arrived in the late 

1700s. By 1834, the population had grown to 1,160, and 

just a year later to 1,443. In 1850, amazingly, 6,200 in-

habitants were noted in Tyendinaga. 

Where were these early pioneers coming from? A good 

number were coming from the British Isles as Tyendina-

ga would have been one of the few front townships still 

relatively empty and with easy access to the Bay of 

Quinte and Lake Ontario. Many United Empire Loyal-

ists who originally inhabited Sophiasburgh came across 

the bay to find new homes. The first wave of Irish Cath-

olics arrived in the early 1820s due to the socio-

economic conditions in Ireland. By 1847, a second and 

much larger wave started to arrive due to the Irish potato 

famine. Many of these unfortunate famine refugees, suf-

fering from cholera, arrived in Shannonville. For many 

weeks funeral processions came from Shannonville to 

Marysville to have the victims buried in unmarked 

graves at the Marysville Catholic Church cemetery. 

During these early days, sawmills and flour mills grew 

up along the Salmon River where small communities 

such as Shannonville, Milltown, Lonsdale and Roslin 

sprang up. Millwrights, blacksmiths, wheelwrights, 

coopers, molders, merchants, carpenters and masons 

contributed to the economy. 

The subsistence farming that occurred in much of the 

township meant that many farmers grew tomatoes for 

the canning factories in Shannonville and Deseronto. 

Many cheese factories also dotted the township and pro-

vided a source of income for both the farmers and men 

in the community. The cheese-making season, however, 

ran only from spring to fall as the cows were dried up in 

the winter. 

Education was not forgotten during these early times. By 

1837, there were ten schools in the township and twenty

-two by 1847. Due to the number of Catholics, there 

were many separate schools, and indeed, at one time, 

these Catholic schools outnumbered the public schools. 

By the 1870s, older log schools were being replaced by 

structures that spoke of the well-being of the  

community. 

The great divide in the township was the Catholic-

Protestant divide, which was not only religious but also 

geographic. Besides the many Irish Catholics, a large 

number of Irish Protestants from the north, as well as 

Scottish Presbyterians, English Anglicans and UE Loy-

alists lived in the area. Soon the Orangemen found a 

prominent role in the community, even jockeying for 

power on the township council. The first Orange Lodge 

in Tyendinaga was formed in 1830, and eventually, it 

spawned more. In 1871, militant Irish Catholics mur-

dered a Protestant, and the men responsible escaped by 

boat to the United States. Tensions ran high as around 

this time in Belleville, an Irish Catholic couple, the Ayl-

wards, were hung in a case which members of the Cath-

olic community were convinced lacked justice. 

Families grew and migrated to the western reaches of 

Canada and the United States. People moved to the man-

ufacturing centres in Belleville, Napanee and Kingston. 

The township mills and small factories slowly disap-

peared. Many local farms were not viable in the twenti-

eth-century agricultural world as farming was regarded 

as a tedious 24/7 activity.  

In Tyendinaga’s history, it would be remiss not to men-

tion the influence of party telephone lines, church so-

cials and dances, and July 1st celebrations; the sense of 

community found in threshing communities, and the 

impact of the South Hastings Baseball League, the old-

est of its kind in Ontario. 

The history of the township is as much a history of the 

people who led and guided it. There have been people 

such as Thomas Dorland and his son Nathaniel, for 

many years the Reeve and MPP; John White, Reeve and 

MPP; long-time clerk and Justice of the Peace, Michael 

Nealon and the many priests and ministers who adminis-

tered the many churches. This sense of community has 

continued up to the present with long-time Councillor 

and Reeve Mrs. Margaret Walsh and current Reeve Rick 

Phillips. 

Tyendinaga Township reeve Rick Phillips, left, and historian 

Jim Kennelly, right, embrace former reeve Margaret  Walsh  

Photo by Orland French 
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John A. Macdonald in Belleville 
A Story from the Archives, by Elizabeth Mitchell 

We first find John A. Macdonald in Belleville when he 

was involved as a lawyer in a couple of court cases 

around 1839–1840. He was defence attorney for William 

Portt in his suit against Cephas Peterson, and around the 

same time, acted as the plaintiff’s attorney for William 

Kerr in a case of trespass against Hugh Maginnis. 

In 1860, as guest at a dinner given in his honour in Belle-

ville, he stated that he was emphatically a “Bay of Quinte 

Boy,” to which there were great cheers from the audience, 

and he mentioned one of his “oldest, best and truest 

friends,” George Benjamin. Then in 1869, he presented 

Hastings County Council with a portrait of George Benja-

min, a former Warden of the County, for which the Coun-

cil thanked him, saying that “they value highly the gift, 

which will always be warmly cherished.” 

Macdonald became Prime Minister in 1867 with Confed-

eration, and remained in office until he was brought down 

by the Pacific Scandal in 1873, in which members of the 

Conservative government were found to have accepted 

bribes from private interests bidding for a national rail 

contract in the construction of the Canadian Pacific Rail-

way. Macdonald’s undoing was a telegram he personally 

sent to one of the bidders in August 1872, saying “I must 

have another $10,000.” Discovery of this bribe led to a 

massive defeat for the Conservatives in the election in 

January 1874. Macdonald retreated from public life, and 

went back to his law practice in Kingston.  

Meanwhile, the governing Liberals made a free-trade 

agreement with the U.S. in 1874. However, with Canada 

in an economic depression, Macdonald and the Conserva-

tives adopted a protectionist policy in order to build Cana-

 
 
 
 

Portrait of 
Sir John A.  

Macdonald  
in mid-

1870s 
 

Canada's  
Patriot 

Statesman: 
Frontis-

piece 

dian industry. This policy struck a chord with voters, and 

the Conservatives started winning by-elections. The Con-

servatives held a number of political picnics across On-

tario in the summers of 1876–1878 to increase their pub-

lic support. An important one was held in Belleville on 

September 12, 1876. The next day, the Intelligencer’s 

headline read “Bowell’s Machine delivered audience for 

another triumph.”  

Party workers had organized reduced railway fares, 

booked the Fairgrounds, arranged to feed thousands, and 

put up banners and arches along the route from the Grand 

Trunk Station to the Fairgrounds. The crowds arrived by 

boats from Prince Edward County, Napanee, Trenton, 

and by Grand Trunk railway from Kingston. The Intelli-

gencer, owned by Mackenzie Bowell, was the Conserva-

tive newspaper. The Ontario Chronicle, the Liberal pa-

per, expressed their opinion that this was “what cheap 

steamboat fares and a free lunch will produce.” Macdon-

ald spoke on a stage in the Fairgrounds, and the day con-

cluded with a banquet for over 150 at the Dafoe House, 

the forerunner to the Hotel Quinte. 

The Conservatives went on to win the election on Sep-

tember 17, 1878, and Macdonald served as Prime Minis-

ter again, until his death on June 6, 1891.  

Sir John’s last visit to Belleville was on October 6, 1886, 

when he came to this area as Prime Minister for the sod-

turning ceremony for construction of the Murray Canal in 

Trenton. From Brighton, Macdonald and his party went 

on to Belleville by boat, arriving at the wharf in the Gip-

sy. They were then driven in a carriage, escorted by a 

band, along a route that was densely packed, to the resi-

dence of Alex Robertson, MP, at the corner of Hotel 

(now Victoria) and Charles Streets, where they dined. At 

9 p.m., there was a torchlight procession along Hotel 

Street to Front Street, along Front Street to Bridge Street, 

and up Bridge Street to the Opera House located on the 

southwest corner of Bridge and Church Streets, beside 

the Armouries. The Opera House was densely packed, 

and there were “thousands” more outside, according to 

the Intelligencer. After his address, Sir John and Lady 

Macdonald were “driven to their private [railway] car, 

which awaited them on Pinnacle Street, and soon after, 

departed.” 

Planning the Archives— 

The Volunteers’ Role 
A Story from the Archives, by Annis Ross 

Picking up from Sharon White’s presentation showing 

the overall floor plan of our new Archives space at the 

Belleville Public Library, I led the audience through the 

different individual spaces. We are trying to achieve a 
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sense of openness and welcoming, while making best 

use of the available space, which will be wheelchair  

accessible. Entering the Archives space, visitors will 

encounter a reception desk and an area for coats and 

storage lockers. Visitors will usually stay in the public 

Research Room. There you will be able to use the refer-

ence library books, self-service microfilm and our data-

bases and card catalogues to identify any other files or 

boxes you wish to look at. The Archivist or Volunteers 

will be available to help. They will bring requested items 

to you and generally oversee the Research Room. 

All of the archival records will be kept in three locked 

storage vaults, accessible by a key card used by the Vol-

unteers who retrieve your requested records and bring 

them to the public Research Room. These storage vaults 

will contain high-density shelving systems, which allow 

us to store more materials. 

A staff Work Area is adjacent to the public Research 

Room, with our map cabinets separating the two spaces. 

In the centre of this room, there will be a large work sur-

face for processing new records. Three additional work 

stations will be at one end of this room for use by staff, 

as well as shelving to store our display panels and any 

work in progress. 

Our Digitization Team will have their own work room 

with work surfaces, scanners and other equipment. The 

Archivist’s office is next door to the Digitization Room. 

The Archives Volunteers had several opportunities to 

meet with Architect Ray Zaback to review draft plans 

and provide feedback. Two meetings last summer were 

particularly helpful, with the Architect making revisions 

to the drawings in real time as the changes were suggest-

ed, and showing them to us on a large screen. Then on 

October 16, 2014, the Architect presented the plans at a 

public meeting that was well attended by municipal offi-

cials and the general public. The basic plans were in 

place at that time, but we continued to discuss some of 

the details. As the designated facilitator for consultations 

with other Volunteers, I spoke with people representing 

a cross section of various tasks performed. This was our 

opportunity to get it right. Volunteers could suggest a 

change to their existing work stations or equipment to 

enable improvements in functionality, layout, efficiency, 

ergonomics, etc. 

We are looking forward to this wonderful new facility in 

the Library building. 

 

The Oversize Picture Project  
A Story from the Archives, by Nick White 

Volunteers undertake many different projects at the Ar-

chives, and in 2015, I have been working with Laurel 

Bishop and Kieran Delaney on making high-resolution 

archival-quality digital copies of what has been called the 

oversize pictures in the collections. 

When scanned at high resolution, the digital images of 

these pictures allow us to see details of these negatives 

and prints that often cannot be appreciated by the naked 

eye. 

An example is this picture of the Victoria Building built 

in 1842 by Nelson Gilbert Reynolds at the northeast cor-

ner of Front Street and Victoria Avenue in Belleville. The 

extras are a fascinating addition to the Walmsley & Spaf-

ford staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Autograph 
By Vern Whalen  

One of the all-time great hockey players and I now have 

more than one thing in common. 

Bobby Hull, also known as the Golden Jet in his prime, 

spent sixteen years in the National Hockey League plus 

six in the now defunct World Hockey Association. Over 

his twenty-two-year career, he scored over eight hundred 

goals and won numerous awards. After his playing days 

were over, he was elected to the Hockey Hall of Fame.   

The initial thing that we had in common was that both 

Bobby and I grew up in the quaint small Eastern Ontario 

village of Point Anne, just east of Belleville. Both our 

fathers worked at the local Canada Cement plant to sup-

port their families— eleven in the Hull family and six in 

the Whalen family. There is no question that when Bobby 

made the grade of the National Hockey League at the ten-

der age of eighteen, he put the tiny village of about five 
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On the Home Front 
July and August, 1915 

By Laurel Bishop  

July 7: “Soldiers Suffering from Nervous and Mental Trouble. 

Ontario Physicians ask Gov’t to Equip Expedition of Doctors 

and Nurses. …  This war differs from any incident of its charac-

ter in the history of mankind. …  the strain and horrors to which 

the soldier is exposed by day and night have resulted in an in-

crease in insanity beyond anything yet recorded. Throughout the 

Province the suggestions of the Medical Council have been re-

ceived with universal acclaim. In following the course outlined 

the Government would receive in full measure the support of the 

people of this Province.” 

July 8: “Soldiers to Go Home to Harvest the Crop. Ottawa. 

Leave of absence of one month may be granted to non-

commissioned officers and men of the expeditionary forces in 

Canada for the purpose of enabling them to take part in the har-

vesting work throughout the country.” 

July 22: “Old Razors for Soldiers. …  Smith Hardware Co., 31 

Front street undertake to send these razors, through the Cutler’s 

Co. of England. …  over 70,000 old razors, after being refitted, 

have been sent to the soldiers in the field, and word has been 

received that many more would be appreciated. …  Old razors 

left at Clarke’s Drug Store, Front street, are also forwarded to 

the same quarter.” 

July 24: ”For the purpose of organizing the work of enlistment 

in the city a meeting was held in the Armouries last night. …  A 

committee was formed for each ward, and it was left to them to 

consider the time and place of holding a meeting in their respec-

tive wards. …  Mr. Northrup said that there was a duty for eve-

ryone to perform—a duty he or she owed his or her country. He 

hoped the only trouble the recruiting officers had from now on 

would be the selecting of the physically fit from among the 

numbers who would enlist.” 

July 27: “The recruiting organization of Belleville is proceeding 

with all the zest of an election campaign. Several of the Ward 

Committees met last night at the Armouries and completed their 

organization.” 

July 31: “Recruiting Rally at High School. Despite the fact that 

circulars were yesterday distributed at residences in Ketcheson 

Ward …  the attendance of residents of that ward was meagre. 

The Johnstone pipe band headed the recruits who marched to the 

school grounds. …  The recruits, a number of ladies and the 

speakers of the evening virtually comprised the meeting, which 

was presided over by ex-Mayor Wills. …  There may be indif-

ference, at present, but he hoped that the citizens would be 

aroused to the importance of these recruiting meetings.” 

August 3: “The Samson Ward recruiting meeting was well 

attended last night, the side lawn of Queen Alexandra 

School being packed by interested and patriotic citizens. 

At eight o’clock the local recruits marched on to the 

grounds preceded by the 15th Regiment Band, and fol-

lowed by a representation of the school cadets. …  The 

meeting passed off in a very successful manner, and was 

hundred on the map. 

During his rookie year of 

1957, my parents were in-

vited by Bobby’s parents to 

go to Toronto on a Satur-

day to watch the Maple 

Leafs play Hull and his 

Chicago Blackhawks. I 

asked my Dad to try and 

get Bobby’s autograph for 

me. The next day Dad 

turned over to me a picture 

of the hockey star which he 

had signed on the back: 

“To Vernie (yeah, but I was 

only nine years old) – Best Wishes Bobby Hull.” I have 

kept this cherished memento all these years. Although it 

is somewhat wrinkled and worn, it remains a boyhood 

treasure. 

Two months ago Bobby’s eldest sister, Jackie Gilbert, 

dropped by our house to get a copy of my book, Point 

Anne: History of a Cement Factory Village.  Her son 

Scott was going to Chicago the next day to spend the 

weekend with his Uncle Robert (as Bobby was called by 

his family). Scott and a friend were going to be guests of 

Bobby at a Blackhawks game. Jackie wanted her son to 

take the book to her brother, and she asked me to auto-

graph the book for him. 

Today, Bobby Hull is seventy-six years old, and I am 

sixty-six. After fifty-eight years of idolizing this great 

hockey player and naturally my boyhood hero, it was 

quite a thrill to return the favour of an autograph. 

Isn’t it strange and amazing how life sometimes comes 

full circle?    

Autograph signed by Bobby Hull                  Vern Whalen 

Bobby Hull  in his earlier 

hockey days       Vern Whalen 
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The Rawdon Township  

Cenotaph Machine Guns 
By Richard Turtle 

For more than ninety years the cenotaph at the village of 

Harold has featured a handsome granite monument which 

was dedicated in 1922, bearing the names of 167 local 

men who served in World War I. This monument was 

graced on both sides by German machine guns, taken as 

war trophies at the end of World War I; however, decades 

of harsh winter winds and summer heat has led to serious 

deterioration of these guns. Thanks to the initiative of a 

group of concerned citizens, including Hastings County 

Historical Society director John Lowry, this situation will 

soon be reversed. The Stirling-Rawdon Historical Society 

has accepted the task of refurbishing the aging guns, and 

made another short speech. ‘Why, Front street is paved!’ 

he remarked, a sally which was greeted with laughter and 

cheers. It was a thoroughly genuine welcome home, which 

the officer, invalided home, thoroughly deserved; and it is 

to be hoped that Belleville will accord a similar greeting to 

all the other heroes who return from the war.” 

August 14: “The 8th Canadian Mounted Rifles, in training 

at Barriefield Camp, concluded their fifty-mile march yes-

terday and arrived at Belleville about 5 o’clock. …  the 

soldiers proceeded by way of Foster avenue and Bridge 

street to the Agricultural grounds, where they will stay 

until Monday. …  Some distance out of the city the road 

was lined with spectators, but on Bridge street the crowd 

was enormous. Everywhere our soldier visitors attracted 

the highest admiration, and no doubt the event will assist 

recruiting in a marked degree. Shortly after the evening 

meal had been provided by the Army Service Corps, the 

men were dismissed. Later on Front street had again a 

large mixture of khaki with its other colors.” 

August 27: “One of the most interesting and enthusiastic 

patriotic meetings ever held in this section was that con-

ducted under the auspices of the Queen Mary Patriotic 

Club which assembled in the grounds and school of the 

Third Concession of Thurlow on Thursday evening, the 

26th inst. …  Splendid music was furnished by the Foxboro 

band and patriotic songs were sung by Messrs. S.C. Gay 

and Bruce Martin, and interesting and instructive address-

es were delivered. …  The meeting closed by the singing 

of the National Anthem and cheers for the army, navy and 

ladies of the Queen Mary Patriotic Club.” 

 

 

 

one to encourage the promoters of the league.” 

August 5: “A service was held in Emmanuel Reformed 

Episcopal Church last evening, which was fairly well at-

tended considering the inclement weather. The object of 

the meeting was to commemorate the anniversary of the 

proclamation of war by Great Britain against Germany. …  

Special prayers were said and appropriate hymns were 

sung.” 

August 7: “Recruiting Rally in Murney Ward. A fine re-

cruiting meeting under the auspices of the Belleville 

Speakers’ Patriotic League was held last evening at Queen 

Mary School in West Belleville. The spacious assembly 

room of the school was filled with ladies, men and chil-

dren, who evidently took much interest in the proceed-

ings. Previous to the meeting the 15th Regiment band dis-

coursed a number of patriotic selections, playing upon the 

lawn in front of the school. …  Col. Ketcheson spoke 

briefly, referring to the fact that he was present because 

his heart was in the matter. …   Rev. Dr. Blagrave, Rector 

of Christ Church, was next called upon and he gave a 

most interesting and inspiring address. …  Some young 

men are not enlightened as they should be as to the seri-

ousness of this great war. It is a serious conflict; of that 

there is not the slightest doubt. We are wiser than we were 

a year ago, wiser as to our resources, and wiser as to the 

resources of the enemy.” 

August 11: “The attendance at the Baldwin ward Recruit-

ing Rally last night, was the largest yet. Over eight hun-

dred men women and children were there, sitting on 

chairs, or standing on the beautiful lawn. …  Mr. O’Flynn, 

when called upon, spoke right to the point. …  Belleville 

and the County of Hastings had nothing to be proud of. 

They had not stood up with other townships and cities of 

equal size. They had been so self-centred that they had no 

time for the national danger. But the Belleville boys who 

had gone had proven equal to the best. They were boys to 

be proud of,—all trumps. …  ‘We must send a never end-

ing stream of reinforcements,’ concluded the speaker ‘to 

drive the heathen back. Stand by the right, send on our 

boys. God will protect them, and in the future, when we 

tell of the part Belleville took in the Big War, it will be 

with honest pride and satisfaction.’ (Applause).” 

August 14: “A telegram was received in Belleville last 

evening, saying that Capt. Dick Ponton would arrive at 

the G.T.R. station at 2 o’clock this morning. The news 

quickly spread, and a large crowd of friends and acquaint-

ances were at the station and gave the gallant young of-

ficer a rousing welcome. The band of the 15th Regiment 

was present, and played Capt. Ponton to the corner of 

Bridge and Front streets. This brought hundreds more 

from their beds, and the city presented a most unwonted 

sight for such an early hour of the morning. …  Arrived at 

the corner of Front and Bridge streets the young Captain 
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Thanks go to our Sponsors! 

local Branch 228 (Stirling) of the Royal Canadian Legion 

has generously offered to finance the project. 

Research has shown that these war trophies were part of 

the nearly 15,000 weapons, including rifles, machine 

guns, mortars and field pieces that were brought to Cana-

da during and after the war. They were originally collect-

ed in order to establish a war museum, but instead were 

offered to communities, institutions and organizations for 

display purposes. Other local communities also received 

machine guns; however, a significant number were 

scrapped during World War II, including two in the vil-

lage of Stirling, while a pair that arrived in Marmora 

might have received the same fate.  

It is known that two Maschinengewehr 08 machine guns 

were captured by the Second Division CEF troops at the 

end of the war. It is also known that one of the weapons at 

the Rawdon Township cenotaph was captured in 1918 

during the Battle of Arras. The provenance of the other 

gun is uncertain. The Arras weapon appears to have been 

disabled by a sniper’s shot due to the presence of what 

appears to be a bullet hole in the water chamber. These 

guns, capable of firing 500 rounds a minute, were water 

cooled using a chamber that surrounded the barrel. This 

was a key target for marksmen hoping to quickly overheat 

the weapon, rendering it useless.  

This community project is now underway, with the ma-

chine guns having been removed for a careful, compre-

hensive restoration and repainting according to researched 

specifications. As we mark the 100th anniversary of World 

War I, the Rawdon Township cenotaph, honouring the 

local men who marched off to war but did not return as 

well as those who came back, will be given a new life to 

ensure that memories remain vivid well into the next hun-

dred years.  

The WWI German Machine Gun Being Refurbished After 

90 Years at Rawdon Township Cenotaph 

Billa Flint Comes to Life 
 

An amazing new book 

is coming off the press-

es in June! The life sto-

ry of Billa Flint is told 

for the first time in this 

new biography by his-

torian Armand La 

Barge. The title, Billa 

Flint: King of Hastings 

County, tells it all. He 

was a politician, busi-

nessman, philanthro-

pist, temperance advo-

cate, religious leader, 

lumberman and land 

speculator, and he influ-

enced life in Belleville 

and Hastings County in 

the 1800s as no other 

person. He developed a lumber, milling and mining em-

pire while taking a keen interest in Belleville’s education 

system and its religious and social institutions. 

The book will be launched at the Tweed Heritage Centre 

on June 14 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. It will be available 

from the Hastings County Historical Society at the Herit-

age Centre in Cannifton from June 14 and from the Socie-

ty’s Bookstore where purchase can be arranged through 

PayPal. It will also be available at the Society’s monthly 

public presentations which resume in September. Price 

$18.95 
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Topic: History of  

Sir James Whitney School  

For the Deaf 
Speaker: Donna J. Fano 

 

Come and hear the fascinating history of  

Ontario’s oldest provincially funded school for 

the Deaf which began in 1870 up to the present.  

ASL Interpreter provided 
 

  Date: Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2015 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Maranatha  
100 College Street West, Belleville 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go 

to Meeting Room)  
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