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Quite possibly the oldest sport
ing organization in Ontario, The 
Quinte Curling Club received its 
charter back during the year of 
Confederation— 130 years ago! 

William E. Riley is a well-known 
photographer in the Quinte area 
and was one of a group of peo
ple who revived the club 40  
years ago. He has been active 
in the club ever since and was 
skip in 1984, the year the Quinte 
Club won the Ontario Champi
onship.

Wiliam Riley was bom in Thun
der Bay. After graduating from 
Grade 13 in 1941, he enlisted 
with the RCAF where he learned 
his photographic skills.

In 1945 he was demobilized in 
Trenton and decided to set up 
a photography business in 
Belleville. He operated the busi
ness from 1945 until 1990 when 
he retired. During those years 
Bill Riley became acquainted 
with literally hundreds of people 
in this area.

He has been assisted in his 
research on the curling club by 
Anne Acton and Mary 
Livingston.
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T hese  boots w ere  
m ade fo r w a lk in ’

by Lewis Zandbergen 
Okay, I admit it: it’s a corny 

cliche, but Nancy Sinatra’s 
1960s hit could have been played 
as background music to Tom 
Allison’s introduction of the 
January speaker at the regular 
monthly meeting of the Hastings 
County Historical Society. Ta
bles in the back of the Quinte 
Living Centre auditorium were 
covered with examples of foot
wear from the past; documents 
and pictures traced one local 
fam ily’s 78 years of serving

himself. In the course of con
versation between the two, 
who were friends, the owner 
of the business indicated his 
desire to “retire” from the shoe 
repair trade and upon a hand
shake the concern was sold to 
William Leslie. The total trans
action cost all of $4,300; it was 
June of 1919. According to 
Nick and Helma Mika’s book, 
Belleville, Friendly City, the 
first store staff consisted of 
Annie Fargey, Arthur Hall and 
Allan Lennox. I ;;
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came the focal point for the 
weekly shopping trip. Upstairs 
rooms in the store were con
verted to comfortable lounges— 
one for men and one for women. 
(One of the ladies in the audi
ence later told Mr. Leslie she 
could remember the upstairs 
rooms and often fed her children 
there.) Gentlemen could sit and 
discuss the politics of the day 
and enjoy a good chew (of to
bacco). In front of the store 
chairs were set out for patrons’ 
comfort and umbrellas were pro-

Yr*
Belleville and area feet and their 
owners.

Robert Leslie, spoke about the 
history of his family’s shoe store 
which has been part of the down
town Belleville scene for the past 
78 years; Robert represents the 
third generation of the Leslie 
family to carry on the business.
Leslie’s Shoe Store began as the 

dream of William Leslie who 
had left a pair of shoes for repair 
at John McKeown’s cobbler’s 
shop; upon checking to see if his 
footwear was ready William 
found the owner of the shop sit
ting beside his bench. Mr. 
McKeown complained of not 
feeling well so William picked 
up the cobbler’s tools and made 
ready to carry out the repairs

In the beginning the business 
concerned itself only with 
work boots, but gradually the 
merchandise line expanded to 
include harness and leather 
goods. Bit by bit shoes were 
added to the inventory.

Vermilyea and Son Shoe 
Store, also a shoe wholesaler, 
was just across the street from 
the Leslie’s store. It was not 
uncommon for Leslie’s to re
plenish stock from this whole
saler. “Today, it would be like 
me going to Wal-Mart to buy 
shoes and reselling them in my 
store,” said Robert. Deacon 
shirts and Dominion Rubber 
Company items were also car
ried in the shop.

Leslie’s Shoe Store soon be

vided in rainy weather.
Belleville was definitely a rail

way town in those days and this 
fact directly influenced the be
ginnings of the credit system. 
Railroaders were paid every two 
weeks and it became common 
for customers to buy items on 
credit, then paying the bill af
ter the railroaders were paid.

The second generation of 
Leslies came along to operate 
the store in the 1940s; Bryson 
entered the business after return
ing from W orld War II and 
Donald joined after finishing 
high school and courses at On
tario Business College. The 
business grew steadily after the 
war and began catering to an 
Continued on page 2.
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From the editor’s bookshelf by Lewis Zandbergen
Travels in the Shining Island

written by Roger Burford Mason 
78 pages, illustrated, bibliogra
phy, published by Natural Her- 
itage/Natural History
The story of how James Evans, 

an English missionary, evolved 
a set of characters for the abo
riginals of Canada, principally 
the Cree, has been the subject of 
numerous works, most notably 
A Brief Sketch o f  the Life and 
Work o f Rev. James Evans by the 
Reverend John Maclean, pub
lished in 1896 and James Evans 
by Lome Pierce published in 
1926.1 haven’t read either but I 
intend to as soon as I find cop
ies.

Travels in the Shining Island is 
a capsule account of the minis
try of James Evans and his wife, 
Mary, his interaction with the 
Hudson’s Bay Company and its 
“little Napoleon” Sir George 
Simpson, and his dedication to 
the natives and their way of life. 
Evans’ greatest accomplishment, 
however, has to be his enduring 
Cree Syllabary Alphabet which 
is still in use.

However, having said that I 
have to also say that the book 
isn’t as much about the Cree al
phabet as it is about James 
Evans’ life in the Canada of the 
1840s.
Evans was bom in Great Brit

ain in 1801, the first-born son of 
the captain of a merchant vessel. 
Despite his father’s wishes James 
Junior wished to become a sea
farer like his father, but after two 
voyages at the age of nine, dur
ing which his father treated him

exactly as one of the sailors, the 
younger James decided against 
a seafaring life. At age 15 he 
was apprenticed to a grocer. It 
was this grocer who introduced 
young James to the world of 
Wesleyan Methodism. He 
eventually became a lay 
preacher.

In the early 1820s James im
migrated to Canada and after 
teaching school for a while took 
up the call to perform mission
ary work. From that point on 
Travels in the Shining Island 
traces James and Mary’s trav
els throughout Canada and his 
evolution of the Cree alphabet.

Travels in the Shining Island 
is easy to read and it certainly 
packs a lot of information into 
its pages. But there are several 
difficulties.

The author should have done 
a little more geography work. 
It’s Hudson Bay not Hudson’s 
Bay; the company is Hudson’s 
Bay Company, however. There 
is a constant misuse of the 
terms emigrate and immigrate; 
one emigrates from but immi
grates to. Although the book 
bears the title Travels in the 
Shining Island only three para
graphs are devoted to the story 
of Evans’ tin canoe; a little 
more elaboration would have 
been nice. There are many 
spelling mistakes: the place 
name of the little village be
tween Ottawa and Montreal on 
the Ottawa River is L’Orignal; 
it’s correct in the book but mis
spelled L’Original in the index.

Otonabee is similarly mis
spelled Ontonabee in the index 
and Fort Whoop-up is spelled 
Fort Whoup-up in the index and 
on it goes. It brings me back to 
my old argument that if the 
writer screws up on the small 
stuff, how can the reader be sure

the important information is 
correct.

Travels in the Shining Island 
has accomplished one thing 
though—it’s made me want to 
further research this fascinat
ing chapter of Canadian his
tory.

Heritage Day, 
February 17,1997

When we’re busy with the hustle and bustle of everyday life, 
it’s easy to lose sight of what’s really important. Many of us 
forget the importance of keeping our heritage alive. It is the 
richness of our heritage that motivated the Heritage Canada 
Foundation to set aside the third Monday of February as Her
itage Day.

Heritage can be defined as anything received from a previ
ous generation that you in turn would like to hand down to 
the next generation. It includes language, family treasures, his
toric buildings, traditional crafts, the stories of elders, the land
scape that surrounds us and more. Heritage is anything and 
everything that defines us and sets us in place.

Why not join the thousands who already celebrate Heritage 
Day and organize a special heritage event with your family, 
your community or your organization.

F oo tw ea r th rough  the decades
Continued from page 1. 
ever-larger sector of the popu
lation.

William passed away in 1952; 
he witnessed the decline of his 
beloved leather and harness trade 
but saw the business expand to 
every facet of the footwear re
tail business. Stores were estab
lished in Picton and Lindsay and 
in 1969 the addition of Leslie’s 
Ski Den saw the business diver
sify again. The Picton store was 
eventually sold and the Lindsay 
store burned down. The Ski Den

thrived until 1988. From Buster 
Browns to wing tips to Beatle 
boots and those clunky plat
forms, Leslie’s has seen them 
all.

Robert Leslie said he has al
ways been involved in the busi
ness. Like other young people 
growing up immersed in the 
trade, he was never required to 
make the store his life if other 
interests came first but he was 
always welcome—even though 
being at the store meant you 
were expected to work.

There have been many changes 
in the retail environment, even 
just since Robert assumed run
ning the business, and he said 
those changes will continue. 
Each generation experiences its 
own changes but Robert said 
that was one of the hallmarks 
of Leslie’s Shoe Store. He 
complimented the staff mem
bers who have come and gone 
through the years, took pride in 
the fact Leslie’s has always kept 
up with the technical aspects of 
the business (including the

store’s X-ray machine which 
many remembered) and ex
pressed guarded optimism 
about the next generation’s in
volvement.

Robert Leslie has also added 
a new dimension to the busi
ness of shoes. He is a now cer
tified pedorthist which allows 
him to give special attention to 
people who have problem feet; 
doctors can recommend pa
tients with foot problems to 
him for treatment through 
proper orthopedic appliances.



Good news - New Year’s 
Day brought the book I had 
hoped for at Christmas: I  
B less  You in M y H e a rt , 
Catharine Parr Traill’s letters 
edited by Professor Michael 
Peterman and associates. It 
is an exceptionally interest
ing book and sheds new light 
on Catharine’s sister 
(Susanna Moodie) and her 
family as well as other 
Belleville/Hastings residents 
and happenings. Upon hear
ing of the developing gold 
rush at Eldorado in 1867, 
Catharine wrote to her 
daughter Kate: “They say 
that food of all kinds will be 
exorbitantly dear and the 
great influx of people to the 
Gold diggings will raise 
prices to a great height so I 
shall get my supplies at 
once.” She recorded the cir
cumstances surrounding the 
death of a married son at 
Belleville. Much of the cor
respondence deals with fam
ily matters, health problems, 
living conditions, travel, 
nature (including
wildflowers), and her writ
ing ventures. Michael 
Peterman and associates 
(and the University of To
ronto Press) are to be con
gratulated. This valuable 
work reveals much about the 
literary Stricklands and 
Moodies.
And more good news - Stu
dents of Susanna Moodie 
will also be delighted with 
a 264-page book by John 
Thurston (Ottawa writer, 
researcher and editor). The 
Works o f  Words: The Writ
ing o f  Susanna S trickland  
M oodie  “provides the first 
comprehensive examination 
of the whole of Moodie’s

writing” and is said to revo
lutionize Moodie scholarship 
“by overturning the myths that 
have cast her as pioneer hero
ine, one-woman garrison, or 
paranoid schizophrenic.” 
Thurston examines all of 
Susanna’s literary career, with 
particular emphasis on her 
youthful writing in England 
and her best-known work 
Roughing it in the Bush. He 
describes the historical issues 
and events that shaped her life 
and writing. Readers may be 
particularly interested in ref
erences to the Moodies’ spir
itualism: Susanna was a spir
itualist while husband John 
(aka Dunbar) was told by spir
its that he had the power to 
heal by the laying on of hands. 
References to Belleville are 
plentiful and Thurston notes: 
“The Moodies were respected 
in Belleville, but never ac
cepted.” In addition to a 14- 
page list of Susanna’s pub
lished poetry and prose, there 
are 50 pages of notes on 
Thurston’s sources (including 
books by Betsy and Gerry 
Boyce). Congratulations to 
John Thurston and McGill- 
Queen’s University Press. 
At last - Heather McKillop, 
archaeologist in charge of the 
St. Thomas’ Church archaeo
logical dig in 1989, has gone 
to print. Her article “Recog
nizing Children’s Graves in 
Nineteenth Century Cemeter
ies: Excavations in St. 
Thomas Anglican Church
yard, Belleville, Ontario, 
Canada” has been printed in 
H isto r ica l A rch a eo lo g y , 
1995,29(2): pages 77-99. The 
article deals first with the 
cemetery’s history and 19th- 
century mortuary practices in 
Belleville. Coffin hardware is

illustrated and described 
and comparisons are made 
with other excavated 19th- 
century cemeteries in 
Canada and the U.S.A. 
Heather notes: “The lamb, 
a familiar symbol of inno
cence and nature in 19th- 
century cemeteries was de
picted on children’s coffin 
handles and gravestones. 
Although the lamb motif on 
the coffin handles was only 
for girls, it was used for both 
sexes on gravestones in the 
churchyard.” Hopefully, 
Heather will publish further 
articles on the project. 
Amalgamation - Restruc
turing is in the news. Who 
goes with whom and under 
what name? Many historic 
names are threatened. In the 
talks between Tweed, 
Hungerford Township and 
Elzevir and Grimsthorpe 
Township, Evan Morton 
has suggested a new name 
for the united municipality: 
Sagonaska, the Indian name 
for the Moira River, which 
flows through all three mu
nicipalities.
Newsletter news - The 
Marmora Historical Foun
dation is to be congratulated 
for its newsletter. Volume 
1 of The Good Olde Times 
has news of recent dona
tions (an impressive list), 12 
accomplishments of the 
foundation, a 48-line poem 
by Candace Inglis and 
Nichole Horvath on the his
tory of the village, etc. 
Watch for signs to be 
erected this year for the 
Miner’s Loop, a 20-kilome
tre touring loop that takes 
you to “some of the best, 
and prettiest or more fasci
nating sites.” As the news
letter notes, the “Ontario 
Mining Industry was really 
born at Marmora, its first 
Company Town in 1821.” 
Keep up the good work 
MHF.

A rail line to Picton? - Ac
cording to a letter in The 
Trentonian  on January 13, 
plans are going ahead with a 
rail line south from Trenton 
through Prince Edward 
County. In fact, Francis 
O’Smith, president of the 
project notes they have “been 
lucky enough to obtain the 
steam locomotive from Up
per Canada Village, complete 
with cars.” The group is rais
ing funds and can be reached 
through Peter Kellett at 613- 
392-8227.
Suspense mounts - The
deadline for the book prize 
for a reader’s person story 
about life in Hastings County 
has arrived. I ’m pleased to 
report that three entries were 
received. The winner will be 
announced in the March Out
look. Who will it be? 
Historical humour - Hu
mour in the Bancroft area 
continues to be featured in 
Barney Moorhouse’s column 
in The Bancroft Times. These 
items are reprinted from the 
fall of 1907:

“With the shooting of par
tridge and the catching of 
speckled trout prohibited for 
the next three years, and the 
price of whiskey soaring, 
there will soon be nothing left 
to live for in the blooming 
country.”

“There was a lot of ‘booze’ 
consumed in town on Satur
day, a fact that the average 
citizen who had occasion to 
be on the streets could hardly 
fail to notice.”
And this “Canuckiana” from 

the same paper:
He: “Do you think blonds 
have more admirers than bru
nettes?”
She: “I don’t know. You 
might as Miss Tumhair. She 
has had experience in both 
capacities.”

See you in March. Remem
ber to celebrate Heritage Day: 
February 17.
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Don’t forget to celebrate Heritage Day, Monday February 17

Museum hosts travelling 
exhibit from the ROM
The museum will be 
hosting “Seeds in 
Disguise,” a 
travelling exhibi
tion from the 
Royal Ontario 
Museum, from 
March 4 to 
April 20.

During March 
Break there 
will be activi
ties for chil
dren in the 
mornings in
cluding creat
ing a seed 
memory box. Call 
962-2329 to pre-regis
ter. There will also be a 
“Seeds in Disguise” edu
cation programme for area school classes 
from March 18 to April 11.

More March Break 
Activities

In the afternoons during March 
Break, there will be an exciting 

“Behind The Scenes” tour, includ
ing a visit to the attic, where staff 
will discuss some of the jobs in

volved in a museum. Call 962-2329 
to pre-register.

George Benjamin Portrait 
Featured in New Book

The museum is pleased to announce that 
its 1859 William Sawyer portrait of George

Benjamin will be featured in Significant Treas
ures, an art book, educational resource and 

travel guide for Canadians and tourists inter
ested in Canada’s rich cultural heritage. 

Benjamin was Canada’s first Jewish member 
of parliament, a warden of Hastings County 
and founder of The Intelligencer newspaper. 
The book is published by The Canadian Fed
eration of Friends of Museums. Copies will be 

on sale at the Glanmore’s gift shop.

Salute to Our 
Volunteers

Thank you to Ann Cuddihy, Winsome Lewis and M argaret 
Hainer for their outstanding contribution to education 
programming. They each taught a large num ber of children’s 
classes in 1996.

We would also like to thank  the following for their weekly 
commitments to the museum such as guiding visitors and 
operating the reception desk: Winsome Lewis, Monique King, 
Mary-Lou Lyons, M uriel Edwards, Bobbi Geneja, Sylvia 
French, Joan de Salis and Lillian Holowick.

Congratulations also go out to Ann Cuddihy and Winsome 
Lewis, both winners of the Quinte Volunteer of the Week 
Award in 1996.

Outlook is published monthly for the Friends and Members of 
the Hastings County Historical Society.

It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen. 
Anyone wishing to submit articles or information can contact 

the editor at 613-395-3022, Fax 613-395-4695, or E-mail 
lewzan@connect.reach.net
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