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Belleville railway 
veteran recounts rail 
travel history

Tom Allison joined CN Rail in 1950 as a brake- 
man to earn money to further his education and 
stayed with the company for nearly 40 years. At 
the Hastings County Historical Society’s Oc
tober meeting he shared with his audience his 
knowledge and experiences of those train years 
in a presentation entitled The Evolution of Rail
ways in Belleville since 1856.

He started by paying homage to the thousands 
of railway workers past and present who began 
operating out of Belleville with the inauguration 
of the Grand Trunk in 1856. Back then interest 
in the railway was at a fever pitch. Between 
Montreal and Toronto alone there were over 300 
station stops and things got even better in 1857 
when dining and sleeping cars were added.
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Orland French
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Heritage Atlas of Hastings County 

Refreshments
Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 

Monthly meetings are 
held in the Auditorium of the Quinte 

Living Centre 
370 Front Street, Belleville

Belleville became a railway centre by accident of geography 
and the railway was literally the engine that drove the city’s 
economy. It once had the largest roundhouse in Canada and 
possibly North America!

Continued on page 2.

Please Note!
The Deadline for the January 2007 

issue of Outlook is December 20,2006



Railway work was labour intensive
Continued from page 1.

Before the rails, of course, came the construction of 
the rail bed. This was hard work that had to be carried 
out in every kind of weather and followed up over time 
with constant care and maintenance. Most of the rail 
workers in those early years were new immigrants who 
worked in gangs of 50 or more men.

In the first 100 years railway work was very labour 
intensive and that included the paperwork. Tracking 
shipments required a battalion of clerks and finding a 
particular item could take days. In 1961 the Pilot Ter
minal Project was started in London, Ontario, that used 
a card system for train car control. CN was the leader in 
this new approach.

Nowadays computers do the work and all rail traffic in 
Canada is controlled from three cities, Toronto, Mon

treal and Edmonton.
In the early years the station agent was the key to ef

fective operation of the railway to and from his loca
tion. They often lived above the train station and were 
responsible for tasks such as meeting and assisting pas
sengers, providing travel information, preparing bills of 
lading and having a sound knowledge of freight rates. 
In the old days trains were 60 cars long and hauled 
3,300 tons. Today a two-mile long train hauling 14,000 
tons is not unusual.

And what about the time-honoured little red caboose? 
For over a century it served as kitchen, bed and office 
for the man who was the eyes and ears at the back of 
the train. Modern communications that included the 
installation of a brake pressure recorder on the last car 
were cause for its demise.

Quinte Branch 
of the Ontario 
Genealogical 

Society will hold 
its annual general 
meeting and elec
tion of officers at 
1 p.m. Saturday 

November 18, at 
the Quinte West 
Public Library,

7 Creswell Drive, 
Trenton.

There will also be 
a talk on the West 
Lake Quakers by 

Randy Saylor.
For further 

information, call 
(613) 392-7765.

Engineer Gerry 
Boyce installs a 
model train on 
a track at the 
HCHS
banquet. The 
train was auc
tioned off later.

Former society president moving to Kingston
John and Mamie Anderson of Carrying Place will be 

moving to Kingston in November where their daughter 
lives. John was president of the Hastings County His
torical Society in 1988 and 1989.

In his president’s report in the March 1988 issue of 
Outlook John said there was a need for Society volun
teers and that he would look into the reinstitution of 
historical tours such as the Society now enjoys on a 
yearly basis.

The speaker at that March meeting was Russ Waller, 
drama professor at Queen’s University. His topic, as 
reported in Outlook, was “Chasing Rabbits in Er- 
nestown,” a look at the problems associated with re
cording and publishing books about ones ancestors. 
The same issue records Gerry Boyce as the winner of 
the Belleville Cultural Award for 1987.
The Society sends its best wishes to John and Mamie 

in their new home in Kingston.



a ll th e  passengerzs h a o  a  grzana t im e
by Orland French, president

The train has left the station and disappeared down the 
tracks. Railway Month has come and gone. Even the 
tracks have been rolled up.

Marking the 150th anniversary of railways in Hast
ings was quite successful. Thanks to everyone who 
helped. A list is attached below - 1 apologize if I forgot 
anyone. Count yourself in.

Our railway theme banquet provided a huge boost to 
our financial resources. The Hastings County Historical 
Society netted something around $7,000 on the eve
ning. This was about $3,000 more than previous years, 
largely because we found small businesses to sponsor 
13 tables at $250 each.
We had a major event on each of the four Saturdays of 

October, plus a special supplement in The Intelligencer. 
This was a celebration that got a bit out of control. 
About a year ago we held a brainstorming session to 
draw up a list of activities that were suitable and pos
sible. Nobody told us we weren’t expected to do them 
all. The only event we cancelled was the Bar Car Night 
at the Belleville Club.

Next year is the Historical Society’s 50th anniversary. 
We should do something special but let’s not go over
board. Maybe we’ll have an extra dessert for dinner.

HCHS 2006 Banquet
Thank you to...
City Council and County Council for declaring Octo

ber to be Railway Month
Railway Committee - Brian West, Dave Perschick, 

Jim Langille, Bill Hunt, Dick Hughes, Dan Atkinson, 
Ewen Callander, Mike Power 

Picture Displays - Gerry Boyce, The Archive Angels 
Mall Display - Dick Hughes 
Bus Tour - Bill Hunt, Vera Morton 
Station Walkabout - Dave Perschick 
Ticket Sales - Peter Wheatley 
Ticket Creation - Lewis Zandbergen 
Poster Creation - Lewis Zandbergen, Doug Knutson 
Banquet Committee - Diane Sule, Vera Morton, Cath

erine Mills, Bobbi Joe Morris 
Auctioneer - Boyd Sullivan 
Entertainment - Linda Tipper, John Babiak 
Corporate Assistance: - Quinte Mall for display space, 

Belleville Intelligencer for Railway Month tabloid, In- 
vestia Financial for menu production, Belleville Model 
Railroad Club for open house, Joe VanVeenen and Neil 
Judge for creating VITAL Rail sign 

- CP Police
Contributors - As listed on the menu.
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Dave Perschick conducted 

a walkabout at the Belleville 
station.
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The St. Theresa Connection
History students at St. Theresa’s high school, under 

the guidance of teacher Joe Stafford, have invited a 
number of heritage and historical associations to par

ticipate in a student conference on the importance of 
heritage organizations.

The Hastings County Historical Society will be par
ticipating in the conference on November 23, as will its 
president Orland French, representing the Ontario His
torical Society. Representatives have also confirmed at
tendance from ten other eastern Ontario organizations.

Six students from St. Theresa, as well as Mr. Stafford 
and his wife, also attended the Historical Society’s an
nual banquet. They were recognized for “bringing the 
average age down by 30 years,” according to Society 
President Orland French, and were presented with 
Society membership cards for 2007. President French 
also challenged them to prepare a program for a Soci
ety meeting next spring.

Hastings County H istorical Society is based at the old township office in Cannifton. 
P lease address m ail to  G eneral Delivery, C annifton, O ntario KO K1K0 
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the Hastings C ounty H istorical Society.
It is  edited and produced by Lew is Zandbergen.

Anyone w ishing to  subm it a rtides o r inform ation m ay contact the editor at 
613-395-3022, o r E-m ail < iew is.zandbergen@ sym patico.ca> 

PLEASE NOTE!
The Deadline for the January 2007 issue is December 20,2006

mailing label

Some of our Archive Angels show off their new shirts, in 
part the result of an award from the Eastern Chapter of the 
Archives Association of Ontario (AAO). The award resulted 
from our participation in Doors Open Belleville on September 
9 and 10. From the left are Luella Parkhurst, Gerry Boyce, 
Marion Fisher, Katharine Mills, Lois Foster, Mary Jane 
Throop, Bill Kennedy, Bobby Jo Morris and Marney Black. 
The shirts display “Archives are Forever,” the name of our 
society and in small print “Hastings Heritage Centre.” Our 
sincere thanks to the Eastern Chapter of the AAO and its 
president, Dr. Brian Beaven of Ottawa.
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