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PROGRAM FOR THE COMING MONTHS

Tues. Sept. 20; 7:30 p.m. - “ Salute to 
Belleville City” featuring Mr. Gerry 
Boyce; at Quinte Living Centre Aud
itorium.

Tues. Oct. 18; “ Booze, Boats and 
Billions” featuring Mr. Bill Hunt, HCHS 
Director and author of a new book with 
that title on the subject of early tavern life 
in Hastings County. To be held at Corby’s 
Reception Centre in Corbyville.

Tues. Nov. 15; “ Salute to Writers and 
Researchers” to honour the authors for 
their entries in our contests. Categories 
are: Heritage Research Essay, Historic 
fiction writing, Historical Reminiscences. 
At QLC auditorium.

Tues. Jan 17; “ Annual Dinner and Annual 
Meeting” at QLC.

LAST CALL FOR ENTRIES - Writing 
Contests for Adults.
To stimulate curiosity about our heritage, 

the Society sponsors annual writing con
tests for adults. Categories are:

HERITAGE RESEARCH ESSAY: an
original essay on some aspect of Hastings 
County.

HERITAGE FICTION WRITING: an
original story or narrative set in Hastings 
County at any time in the past.

HISTORICAL REMINISCENCE: personal 
experiences relating to Hastings County.

Entries must reach the Society by Friday, 
September 16, 1988. The address of the 
Society is Box 1418, Belleville, Ontario, 
K8N 5J1. Questions may be directed to 
the Education chairperson, Janet Hoyer at 
968-5609.

Hands-on history key to learning
Hands-on history.
That’s the learning method ap

plied in the Hastings County 
Historical Society’s historical 
writing and art competition — an 
annual event which organizers 
plan to revise next year.

Poring over textbooks can pro
vide some historical insight. But 
students of any age often learn 
more from being shown historical 
artifacts or fully examining 
segments of history themselves, 
says society education officer 
Janet Hoyer.

So, for several years the 
organization has sponsored a con
test to encourage Hastings Coun
ty’s students to observe, question, 
record and analyze local history. 
They’re asked to take the informa
tion they’ve gleaned and transfer 
their impressions to poetry or pro
se — or paintings, carvings or 
other types of artwork.

The contest is sponsored “in the 
hope that some aspect of history 
will touch the student and make 
history a little bit more alive for 
them, ’ says Hoyer.

In recent months, more than 100 
area students compiled projects to 
submit to the competition and a 
panel of judges narrowed down the 
list of entries to highlight 19 
outstanding projects.

Winners included students of 
Madoc Township Elementary 
School, who interviewed six 
former employees of now-defunct 
Hastings cheese factories for their 
historical study of the long
standing local industry. One stu
dent sifted through records and old

h o to g ra p h s  to study  the
ackground of her family home, 

and others explored their family 
histories.

Among artwork entries were 
pencil sketches, pen-and-ink work 
and a depiction of Susanna 
Moodie’s Belleville homestead 
that employed wood-burning 
techniques.

The annual contest prompts the 
creation of many unique and 
detailed projects. But the society’s 
main educational program for 
county students will likely see 
some changes next year, says 
Hoyer.

The society-sponsored project 
may take the form of a family- 
geared, one-day activity — design
ed to foster increased knowledge 
of local history among young peo
ple, says Hoyer.

Whatever the 1989 competition 
or activity, it will likely be held in 
February — closer to Heritage 
Day and prior to Education Week 
and its busy schedule, she adds.

Hoyer says the many notewor
thy submissions to the 1988 contest

demonstrated that entrants learn
ed more about their neighbor
hoods, families or aspects o f early 
county life by completing their 
research.

At an awards presentation 
ceremony at the Quinte Living 
Centre this week, winners named 
in the geneology category were 
D.R. Atkins Elementary School 
students Shawn Andrews, first; 
Josh Green, second; and Tony 
Bird,third.

Willow Bouma, of D.R. Atkins, 
received an award of merit for her 
historical poem. And winners in 
the historical reaseach category 
were: Carrie-Anne Post, of D.R. 
Atkins Elementary School, first; 
Brad Bateman and Matthew 
Holmes, of Madoc Township 
Elementary School, second; and 
Sol Sinclair and Ryan Mazur, also 
of Madoc Township, third.

A wood carving of Belleville’s 
Moodie Cottage earned artist Ian 
Dafoe, of Susanna Moodie Elemen
tary School, an award of merit. 
More than 100 youngsters from

Winners of the pencil sketch 
category in the competition’s art
work division were D.R. Atkins 
students: Eric Shorey, first; 
Mary-Ellen Smith, second; and 
Tony Brid, third.

Winning pen drawings were 
created by Grade 7 and 8 Foxboro 
S en io r E le m e n ta ry  School 
students Christel Lessels, first; 
Jason Bertin, second; and Esther 
Hunter, third. Ian Dafoe, of Susan
na Moodie Elementary School, 
received an award of merit in the 
wood category.

A n o th e r p e n c il d raw in g  
category resulted in a clean sweep 
for Foxboro Senior Elementary 
students. Winners were Peter 
C a sse lm a n , f i r s t ;  M organ 
Langille, second; and Melanie 
Duvall, third. Award of merit reci
pients were Foxboro’s Erin Haines 
and Amy Baksh.

Hastings County elementary 
schools entered the Hastings Coun
ty Historical Society’s 1988 com
petition.



NEXT MEETING

Tuesday, September 20th starting at 8 
p.m. Coffee and displays available from 
7:30 p.m. Quinte Living Centre, 370 Front 
Street, Belleville. Use North Entrance. 
“ SALUTE TO BELLEVILLE CITY HALL” 
In recognition of its re-opening in October, 
following extensive renovations and res
toration, the feature of the evening will be 
an illustrated presentation on the history 
of this beautiful landmark structure by 
Mr. Gerry Boyce, Immediate Past - 
President of the Society and a renowned 
authority on the subject. Every member 
should plan to attend this important 
evening. Bring a friend along. Visitors and 
guests are most welcome to attend. See 
you there!

GRAPE ISLAND RESEARCH PROJECT:
Alice Deline has been appointed rep
resentative of the Society to a task force 
whose purpose will be to plan an archaeo
logical assessment of this site. To be 
chaired by Rev. Bill Lamb of Toronto, this 
task force will include representatives 
from the Aldersville First Nation, Seventh 
Town Historical Society, Prince Edward 
County’s LACAC, Bridge Street United 
Church and others. Their first meeting 
was held on June 4th in Belleville.

CORPORATE SPONSORS 
APPRECIATED

A number of public bodies and com
mercial enterprises in Hastings County 
have given financial support to the 
Historical Society over the years. Grateful 
appreciation is extended to the following 
who are currently active corporate 
sponsors of the Society:
Belleville Utilities Commission 
City of Belleville 
Corby Collectables 
Corby Distilleries Ltd.
County of Hastings
Geen’s Prescription Pharmacy Ltd.
W & R Greenley Booksellers 
W.T. Hawkins Ltd.
Wm. J. Yeotes Insurance and Annuity 
Agency Ltd.

LES LENNOX, our Vice-President, under
went heart surgery in the summer in 
Kingston General Hospital. Since then, he 
has been taking a treatment and therapy 
program at BGH. We certainly wish him 
an early return to good health and look 
forward to meeting him again at HCHS 
meetings.



HCHS WAS THERE ON CANADA DAY:
Despite intermittment showers and gusty 
winds, the Historical Society Displays of 
maps, books, and other memorabilia 
stayed dry thanks to the Army. Ap
preciation has been expressed to Capt. 
Robert Bradford for the privilege of 
sharing a large tent with the Army display 
of Artifacts. The tent was located in the 
centre of most activities during Canada 
Day celebrations on West Zwick’s Island, 
Belleville as illustrated in the Intelligencer 
photo.
Jack Bradford coordinated the Society’s 
displays and assistance in manning the 
tent was provided by Adele Dibben. Beth 
Green, and John Anderson. With the best 
shelter on the grounds, it was quite 
amazing how many folks became fascin
ated with history, every time it rained!! 
Our new membership brochure, hot off 
the press, was distributed to many people. 
This brochure is now available at a 
number of locations in Hastings County at 
libraries, museums, etc. as well as in 
Peterborough, Kingston, and Prince 
Edward County. It is also being mailed to 
a number of potential members. Pick one 
up at the next Society meeting on 
September 20th and pass it along to a 
friend. This brochure resulted from a 
combined effort by several members 
including Mike Hoyer, Jean Williams, 
Betsy Boyce, John Anderson, and was 
printed with the help of Richard Ellis 
Printing.

MUSEUMS TOUR POPULAR IN JUNE:
Chester Hull conducted an excellent tour 
of the unique Orval Berry Museum in 
Frankford and the inspiring RCAF 
Museum at CFB Trenton on Saturday, 
June 11th. Close to a full-load bus of 
members and friends were picked up at 
QLC at 10 a.m. and returned by 4 p.m. A 
hearty luncheon was served in the im
pressive Officer’s Mess at the Base.

Architectural Conservancy Walking Tour 
of Waupoos on Sunday, Sept. 18, 2 p.m. 
Meet at Rose House (North Marysburgh 
Museum) Info: 476-7221, 476-7005.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

The Hastings County Museum is planning 
a bus trip to the Log Farm and New 
National Gallery, Ottawa on Wednesday, 
September 28th. Reserve your ticket 
($33.00) by calling the Museum at 
962-2329.

A Salute to Bluestone, Port Hope ACO 
House Tour, Saturday, Oct. 1, $12.00 Info: 
416-885-5809.

Napanee House Tour, Sat. Sept. 10; Info: 
354-3027.

OUTLOOK Deadline Next Issue: Sept. 22
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J r
Caricature

'distortion o f history'
By CHRIS MALETTE 

Staff Reporter

The prospect of a 70-foot-tall 
Captain Meyers statue hailing 
tourists and visitors from Highway 
401’s shoulder doesn’t sit well with

area historical buffs, city council 
learned Monday.

John Anderson, president of the 
Hastings County Historical Socie
ty, told council Monday many of 
the society’s members have ex
pressed concerns that the city 
plans to make a mockery of an im
portant pioneer in Belleville’s 
history.

“Many of our members have 
concerns about the distortion of 
history,” said Anderson about the 
proposal. Last month the Water
front Festival and Folklorama 
committee recommended city 
council adopt the cute little sailor 
as a Belleville highway welcome 
sign.

He said members do not feel it is 
right to make a “caricature or 
mascot out of a person who 
established Belleville’s first in
dustries in lumber and grist 
mills...”

Anderson said that while the 
festiva l com m ittee’s m ascot 
depicts a . grinning, eye-patched 
sea captain with a spy-glass in one 
hand, the real Meyers was nothing 
of an “old salt” .

“Meyers was made a captain of 
the British Army in the War for 
American Independence for his 
courage and intelligence. He was 
never a navy captain, as depicted 
by our current mascot.”



Anderson further described 
Meyers as a Loyalist who arrived 
in the area that was later called 
Meyers Creek in 1789. The In
dustrialist is reputed to have built 
the first brick house In Upper 
Canada from bricks produced In 
his own mills.

The society, said Anderson, wor
ries the city may make the embar
rassing decision to “make a 
caricature of one of its illustrious 
founding fathers.”

The decision on what to do with 
the festival committee’s recom
mendation won’t come until at 
least August 8, however. That’s 
council’s next meeting and it 
decided Monday it will submit con
cerns from the historical society, 
as well as any others brought to ci
ty officials’ attention, to the chief 
administrator for a report.

Meanwhile, council critic 
Theresa Kellaway couldn’t resist 
using the Meyers statue issue for a 
shot at council and the commit
tee’s recommendation that the 
mascot be enlarged to a 70-foot 
statue.

She likened the caricature to 
resembling “Cap’n Crunch” as op
posed to Captain John Meyers. 
Kellaway made the remark when 
speaking to council later, regar
ding city hall cost overruns.

WHO WANTS A 70 FOOT [25 Metre] 
CARTOON STATUE?
This Historical Society keeps working - 
even through the hot summer. Perhaps 
the heat would explain a looney proposal 
put to the City Council for a 70 foot high

statue at the 401 to depict a caricature of 
Captain Walden Meyer’s. Thanks to Beth 
Green, a deputation was put together at 
short notice, and presented to Council on 
July 18th on behalf of the Society. The 
adjacent article appeared on page one of 
the Intell the next day. Even the Quinte 
Weekly News picked up on the story and 
supported our stand. Beth Green will 
represent HCHS on a special committee of 
Council to be chaired by City Manager, 
Mr. Cliff Belch. Its purpose will be to 
make recommendations of the issue to 
Council at their September meeting.
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Say 'no' to 70-ft. statue
Reports from city hall indicate that some 
people in the city of Belleville still feel 
that we need a 70-foot statue as part of 
our skyline.
But let’s give credit where credit is due 
for the original idea: initial discussion for 
such a statue was prompted by Belleville’s 
sea-faring alderman Stu Meeks.
Since Belleville is being credited with 
being Ontario’s sports fishing capital, he 
felt a statue of a fisherman reeling in his 
catch was an appropriate greeting for 
visitors entering the city from the 401.
But wait - the waterfront festival com
mittee has a better idea for a statue. Why 
not use festival mascot Captain Meyers 
instead?
Well, the 20-member committee brought 
the suggestion to city council but the 
historical community wasn’t too pleased

with the idea.
They don’t like the idea of a cartoon to 
represent one of the founding father of 
Belleville - and they’re right.
First and foremost, such a statue is tacky, 
to put it mildly. If people want visitors to 
be introduced to the festival mascot when 
entering the city, is a depiction of him on 
a sign not enough? Do we really need a 
70-foot, freestanding caricature?
There is very little credibility given to the 
industrial and business community of a 
city with a 70-foot cartoon mascot being 
the first thing to greet their customers. 
Secondly, it is far from flattering for city 
forefather Captain Meyers to be depicted 
by the statue of a cartoon, not to mention 
one which is shown as a naval officer 
instead of the army officer he actually 
was.
If Belleville truly needs a statue, would it 
not be a better idea to have a more scaled 
down version of the real Captain Meyers 
closer to city hall? We need only look at 
parliament hill to see what a properly 
done statue of a forefather can do to 
historically enhance a city.
If Belleville council still sees such a statue 
as a good idea, they should look at the 
abhorent statues such as giant cigar store 
Indians and apples “ gracing” the skylines 
of other cities.
Council makes its final decision on the 
Captain Meyers statue on Aug. 8, and 
maybe a reminder from the citizens who 
elected them would stop this eyesore 
before it begins.

Society saves records, seeks permanent home
By JULIA DRAKE 

Staff Reporter

The guardians of local heritage, 
members of thfc Hastings County 
Historical Society, have tucked 
another historical treasure under 
their collective wing.

And the society’s recent acquisi
tion of city treasury records, 
dating from 1853 to 1949, has pro
mpted renewed discussion regar
ding the potential need for the 
local establishment of a regional 
archive.

The historical society gained 
custody of about 175 volumes of ci
ty tr e a su ry  reco rd s when 
members heard the documents 
were going to be “discarded,” 
says society president John Ander
son.

Along w ith  o rg an iza tio n  
members Elaine Preston and Lois 
Foster, Anderson met with city of
ficials and offered to accept 
responsibility for the records in 
early August. But the local history 
enthusiasts were sent scurrying 
for a suitable place to house the in
formation.

There wasn’t sufficient space to 
store the treasury collection in 
Belleville Public Library’s Cana
dians Room, where the society’s 
print archives are kept. And there 
wasn’t room for the stacks of 
volumes at Glanmore House, 
where society picture archives are 
filed . While the volunteer 
organization meets monthly at the 
Quinte Living Centre, it has no of

ficial homebase.
Short of members’ basements, 

sufficient storage space for the col
lection couldn’t be secured until 
Sir James Whitney School ad
ministrators offered temporary 
use of a room in the former 
superintendent’s residence, and 
building curator and history-lover 
D avid B entley offered his 
assistance.

The recent search prompted 
Anderson to say he can foresee 
eventual establishment of an of
ficial city or county archive that 
would be accessible to the public.

City clerk Bill Moreton says he 
has been Involved in ongoing 
discussions with historical society 
officials regarding the perceived 
need for establishing municipal ar
chives.

“We’re working on a submission 
to council, stressing the need and 
im portance  of m aintaining 
h istorical documents,” says 
Moreton. But plans for a local ar
chive — a project recommended 
by the Archives of Ontario which 
previously accepted many local 
historical documents — will re
quire detailed study and con
sideration before a presentation is 
made to council, he adds.

H astings County Museum 
curator Mary Slmonds also pro
motes the concept of a regional ar
chive that would operate in con
junction with a county museum. 
Currently, the museum — also 
known as Glanmore House — has 
two functions: housing artifacts

from the county’s past and serving 
as a showpiece Victorian mansion. 
But the Bridge Street East facility 
doesn’t have sufficient space for 
major exhibit or records expan
sion, she says.

“We have to look at some central 
system for (storing and display
ing) heritage documents and 
heritage artifacts," says Slmonds. 
She adds that the archives should 
be accessible to the public for 
research or observation purposes.

Hastings County’s Pinnacle 
Street offices currently house a 
wealth of historical photographs 
and documents. But, generally, 
local heritage information is scat
tered at various sites — as the re
cent treasury collection incident 
indicates.

In recent months, the treasury 
records were stacked at the 
former King George School with 
other city documents that trace 
B elleville’s evolution. Until 
renovations started at city hall, 
the records were stored in the 
basement of the historic Front 
Street structure. The refurbished 
city hall will continue to house 
some city records, including those 
frequently consulted by municipal 
officials, says Moreton.

But city treasurer Frank Mor
rell, in reference to the historical 
society’s recent acquisition, says 
the refurbished city hall will have 
“no place for ancient records 
storage of that sort. ”

“We don’t want them,” says 
Morrell of the treasury records

that include assessment rolls, ar
rears lists, journals, ledgers, tax 
collectors' rolls and other informa
tion. City records bylaws require 
that most treasury department 
records be kept for either six or 10 
years, he adds.

Much of the treasury collection 
hadn’t been touched for years and 
was “gathering dust” in the city 
hall basement, says Moreton. He 
adds that the records are “safer” 
in the hands of local history en
thusiasts.

Currently, finding valuable snip
pets of historical information 
among the treasury records is 
“like looking for a needle in a 
haystack,” says the historical 
society’s president. But members 
plan to administer their knowledge 
of archive work to create an 
organized, catalogued system of 
historical reference.

It will require a few hundred 
hours of members’ time to pore 
over the detailed, often hand
written records, estimates Ander
son. But members plan to ex
amine, sort and shelve the musty 
documents to produce a potential 
treasure trove of historical in
formation which may become ac
cessible to the public, says Ander
son. But the society currently 
needs shelves and a commitment 
of a permanent environmentally 
controlled storage area to ensure a 
worthwhile preservation effort, 
Anderson adds.


