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NEXT MEETING
TUES., NOV. 15th at 8:00 P.M.

“HISTORIC FORTS OF ONTARIO”
Featuring Captain Robert Bradford, the 
historian of The Hastings and Prince 
Edward Regiment and the curator of its 
museum. Captain Bradford has a 
fascinating story about the research he 
undertook in the writing of his new book 
by that title (see review in this issue)
At this meeting, we shall also be rec
ognizing the Adult writers who par
ticipated in this year’s HCHS heritage 
writing contest.
Every member should plan to attend. 
Bring a friend along. Visitors and guests 
will be most welcome.
At the Quinte Living Centre, 370 Front 
St., in Belleville.
Coffee available from 7:30 p.m.

BOOZE, BOATS AND BILLIONS
This was the major topic of discussion at 
the Society’s meeting on Tuesday even
ing October 18th held at the J.P. Wiser 
Reception Centre in Corbyville. It’s the 
title of a new book by Bill Hunt 
scheduled for release by McClelland and 
Stewart on Nov. 12th.
Bill, a Director of the Society, told a 
large group of members and guests of 
rum running from Belleville and Prince 
Edward County during the prohibition 
era in Ontario from 1916 to 1927. The 
distillery at Corbyville was at one time 
the largest in the British Empire as a 
result of the export of whiskey to the 
U.S. during this era. He talked of the 
rise of the Hatch brothers, former 
Deseronto bartenders, who helped found 
the Walker - G&W distillery business. A 
very entertaining and interesting even
ing.
Bill Hunt was introduced by Jack 
Bradford and appreciation expressed by 
Chester Hull. A number of fine books 
donated by Mika Publishing were won as 
draw prizes.
Appreciation is expressed to the J.P . 
Wiser Distillery Ltd. for the use of their 
very fine Reception Centre and for the 
refreshments provided.

Can you identify the church and its location in Hastings County? 
Can you also tell us the approximate date? Bring your answer to 
the next meeting. Any readers who have old photos which would 
help us in this guessing-contest, be they known or unknown are 
asked to submit them to the Editor.

BANCROFT GENEALOGICAL PROJECT

A genealogical project undertaken by the Bancroft Public Library 
has been supported by the HCHS to the extent of a donation of 
$100. The project concerns tracing Ann Bancroft after whom the 
town was re-named from York River in 1879. This was arranged 
by Senator Billa Flint, her son-in-law. A copy of the project 
findings is being made available to the society and will be 
housed in the Canadiana Room of the Corby Library.

PICTURE DONATED TO CITY HALL

In recognition of the restoration and renovation of the beautiful 
Belleville City Hall, the Historical Society is making a gift of an 
enlarged reproduction of a black and white line drawing of the 
interior of the building as it appeared in the 1874 Canadian 
Illustrated News. It will be suitably framed and hung in a 
prominent place in the main foyer on the ground floor. A plaque 
will identify the Society as the donor.



UPCOMING EVENTS

ACO Walking Tour: Sunday, Nov. 20, 
2:00 p.m. Meet at the Stirling Library. 
There will be a lecture by Mrs. M. 
Beckman, author of: Best Gift, A History 
of Carnegie Libraries in Ontario.

HCHS Annual Dinner and Annual 
Meeting; Tuesday, Jan. 17, 1989 at the 
Quinte Living Centre, Belleville.

Seen here is Mary McConnell; 
Coordinator of the “ Minus 100” program 
If you would like to make such a 
presentation, why not give her a call at 
962-7022!

FROM THE OHS

We received two publications worth 
reading: “ Approaching Ontario’s Past: 
Conducting an Oral History Interview” , 
by Celia Hitch and Jay Norris. This book 
is an excellent guide in preparing for, 
conducting, and writing up an interview 
which relates to some important person 
or event. “ Searching For Your Family’s 
P ast” by Janice Gibbons, is a superb 
book on conducting children through 
a genealogical search. Excellent for use 
in home or school Both publications are 
available from the OHS for $3.00

The OHS also publishes a ‘‘Heritage 
Canada Gift Collection” catalogue with 
excellent gifts, suitable for year round 
giving.

The OHS, in conjunction with local 
Historical Societies has the following 
workshops planned for the fall:
November 5 - Port Colbourne,
PROMOTION & PRESENTATION: 
November 12 - Smith’s Falls, ‘‘DECK 
THE HALLS; November 26 - Timmins, 
AUTHENTIC CHRISTMAS DISHES.
More info on any of the above from the 
Editor, Mike Hoyer at 968-5609.

BOOK REVIEW
by Ruth Greenley

“HISTORIC FORTS OF ONTARIO”
by Robert D. Bradford 

Mika Publishers
Most of us have enjoyed visiting forts. 
We used to take our children for one of 
those Sunday drives to Merrickville to 
visit the Blockhouse there. They climbed 
the ladder to man the guns. As a family, 
we visited Huronia, Old Fort Henry, and 
Louisbourg and those visits are part of 
our good family memories.
I had forgotten all this until I picked up 
a copy of Historic Forts Ontario by 
Robert D. Bradford and the memories 
came flooding back.
As Bradford suggested, I started to look 
upon the land surrounding our house as 
the site of a long-disappeared Huron 
village. Bradford suggests that Southern 
Ontario was the site of many such 
fortified villages - the Hurons being the 
first farmers in Ontario and they moved 
their villages whenever soil gave out in 
one area.
One of the earliest forts that Bradford 
deals with is Ste-Marie-Among-the- 
Hurons, (In search of souls) which was 
manned by eighteen priests and forty-six 
laymen. Thousands of Indians flocked to 
its doors to get help when they were 
sick, hungry or under attack. The story 
of the first European settlem ent in 
Ontario from beginning to tragic end is 
fascinating.

Fort William, as Bradford describes it, 
must have been a wild place. The fort 
was a winter gathering place for traders

who lived in the posts west of Fort 
Francis. In the spring, Fort William was 
the rendezvous place and the population 
grew tremendously. The voyageurs lived 
in one camp and the winterers in an
other, each camp contained 300-400 of 
the fiercest rivals imaginable. In the 
daytime the men argued, haggled, chal
lenged each other to feats of strength 
and ate, at night they indulged in the 
wildest revelry.
The book is full of interesting accounts. 
Fort George, located at Niagara-on-the- 
Lake figured largely in the War of 1812. 
Bradford tells us that at the outbreak of 
war, the officers from Fort Niagara were 
being entertained by the officers of Fort 
George. The hosts insisted that the 
Americans finish their dinner and they 
exchanged best wishes, then returned to 
the American side of the river. Also, 
from Fort George, General Brock and his 
men fought the Battle of Queenston 
Heights. “ On October 16th when Major 
General Brock was buried, both British 
and American guns in a gesture, un
thinkable in modern warfare, saluted the 
funeral cortege.”
Old Fort Henry is perhaps the most 
interesting account. The pictures are 
numerous and excellent and the details 
of the building of the fort and its use 
during W.W.I. and W.W.II complete 
with prisoner escapes, keeps one reading 
Robert Bradford has made the forts 
come to life. I thoroughly enjoyed the 
text and the action. My only lament is 
that the book is too large to read in bed, 
(where I do most of my reading). The 
pictures, maps and etchings add sig
nificantly to the text. I especially enjoyed 
the water colours - they are outstanding. 
Congratulations to the Mika’s. Historic 
Forts of Ontario is a significant addition 
to the social and military history of 
Ontario.

This book available from: 
W. & R. GREENLEY 

BOOKSELLERS

HASTINGS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY DECEMBER IS MEMBERSHIP
P.O. BOX 1418, BELLEVILLE, ONTARIO K8N 5J1 RENEWAL TIME - PLEASE RENEW
Name....................................................... .......................................................................................................................................

Address..........................................................................................................................................................................................

Postal Code
MEMBERSHIP
Individual
Family
Senior Citizen 
Student

CATEGORIES: 
$10.00 ( ) 
$ 12.00 ( ) 
$ 7.00 ( )
$ 7.00 ( )

Life $100.00 ( )
Corporate $ 25.00 ( )
Women’s Institute $ 10.00 ( )

The HASTINGS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY is a Registered Charity. Official Receipts for Income Tax 
purposes will be mailed with your Membership Card.
(Please detach and mail with your payment.)


