
Volume 21 Number 7 www.hastingshistory.ca Issue 309 Sept 2016 

New Historic Plaque 
The Historical Society partnered with the Ontario Heritage 

Trust and the City of Belleville on June 23rd to unveil a 

memorial plaque to Belleville-born Jack Laviolette, found-

er of the Montreal Canadiens. An enthusiastic crowd par-

ticipated with local dignitaries and political leaders in rec-

ognizing the achievements of the son of a Belleville lum-

ber mill worker who went on to become one of Canada’s 

first hockey heroes. 

 

Belleville mayor Taso Christopher discusses the work of the 
Historical Society with President Richard Hughes and his 
wife, Marilyn . 

Todd Smith, MPP  
 

After the formal unveiling of the plaque, it was erected on 
the west side of the Quinte Sports & Wellness Centre. 

Vern Whalen along with display of Habs jersey and other 
memorabilia                                       
                                                         All photos by Bill Kennedy 
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Incorporating Local History  
into H.S. History Courses 

O’Hara Mill Heritage Day 

Members of the Society’s team for O’Hara Mill Heritage 
Day on July 24th, all decked out in period costumes, were 
Marilyn Hughes, Richard Hughes, Diane Sule and Grant 
Harrison. This event, held at the O’Hara homestead near 
Madoc, attracted 45 exhibitors of historical machinery, 
hobbies and trades plus our own display of agricultural 
heritage photos.    

Hughes/Sule/Harrison in costume.              Photo by L. Brown 

Society director Jim Kennelly and Archivist Amanda Hill 
participated in the Prince Edward Historical Society special 
event at Wellington on June 18. 

 

HCHS Display at Prince Edward 
Historical Society 

Historian Gerry Boyce, Archivist Amanda Hill and teacher 
Adam Gibson, together with other Hastings County teachers 
examine material  on local history for incorporation into 
their history course curriculum.            Photos by Bill Kenne-
dy 
                                                                   

A Framed Memorial Saved 
By Vern Whalen 

The words “For King and Country” along with several 
coats of arms provide the heading for the glass-framed 
memorial. After the end of World War II, such memorials 
were often hung in schools and churches across Canada. 
They were placed there in recognition of those men and 
women who enlisted to battle the evil forces in Europe 
and Asia. One of these memorials was recently located. 

Late this spring, Belleville Deputy Fire Chief, Bruce 
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Greatrix, and Station Commander Ken Baumhour contact-
ed me regarding “an interesting historical piece” that they 
had found when closing the Point Anne Fire Hall. They 
felt that with my obvious passion for Point Anne history 
and as a member of the Hastings County Historical Socie-
ty, I could find a home for it. The piece was an 18 inch x 
24 inch framed memorial document beautifully inscribed 
using coloured calligraphy. The framed memorial had 
been retrieved from the St. John’s Anglican Church in the 
village when that building was demolished by fire in 1973, 
and had been stored in the fire hall.  

At the top the memorial read: FOR KING AND COUN-
TRY – Members of St. John’s Anglican Church – 
Point Anne who have volunteered for active service 
with Canada’s Fighting Forces. Inscribed on it were the 
names of ninety-one men and women who lived in the 
village and/or worked at Canada Cement Company there. 
Included were not only Anglicans but also those of other 
faiths. Not all of these people were deployed into combat, 
but they did enlist. Based on previous research, about 
twenty to twenty-five saw active duty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My research also indicates the following interesting facts: 

Two men, Ross Akey and Wallace Anderson, paid 
the ultimate sacrifice for Canada, and their bod-
ies were never found. 

There were two ladies, Jessie Tulk and June Deforge, 
who enlisted, with Ms. Deforge serving. 

At least two men, John (Jack) Hart and Art Gene-
reux, were awarded medals. 

Two men, Maxwell Akey and Raymond Bennett, 
were wounded. Among other injuries, Mr. Ben-
nett lost both legs and died about twenty years 
later. 

Although not serving in active duty in World War II, 
Raymond Gilmour, Russell Vollick and Charlie 
Pringle had served in World War I. Mr. Vollick 
had been gassed in that war and awarded medals. 

After I was given this framed memorial, I posted the in-
formation of the find on the Memories of Point Anne Fa-
cebook page. Over 350 former residents and descendants 
of the once thriving village are members. These people 
share old stories and update each other. I asked for their 
thoughts about what to do with this historical piece. Ideas 
such as giving it to the Trenton Air Force Museum, the 
Belleville Armouries or the Legion were shared. There 
was a common theme in the requests, however. Most 
wanted a permanent, safe place for preservation of the 
original as well as the ability to obtain some type of copy. 

I decided to contact Amanda Hill, Archivist at our Com-
munity Archives, for assistance. Consequently, the memo-
rial was donated to our archives. Before cataloging it, 
Amanda had the document scanned, and she sent the im-
age to me. I then posted the image on the Point Anne Fa-
cebook page for the members to see, copy or get prints 
made from it. Needless to say, many replied letting me 
know how ecstatic they were with this development.  

On behalf of the Point Anne people past and present, I 
gratefully thanked Amanda Hill for not only preserving 
this historical document, but also for allowing me to share 
it with my Point Anne compatriots. This was a great ex-
ample of what our Community Archives can accomplish. 

Surely those ninety-one people on this framed memorial 
who volunteered to serve for Canada would be pleased to 
know that they were remembered by future generations. 
As I have often said and written, Point Anne residents are 
a proud and patriotic people. 

               

On the Home Front 
Excerpts from The Intelligencer September, 1916 

By Laurel Bishop 
 

September 1, 1916: “From Pte. J.V. Ross. Dear wife and 
family: I saw our dear son’s grave, it was the same as they 



     4 

September 21, 1916: “Hon. G. Howard Ferguson, acting 
Minister of Education, has appointed Tuesday, October 
3rd, as ‘Edith Cavell Day’ in the public, separate and high 
schools of Ontario. In a signed letter to teachers and pu-
pils, made public by Dr. A.H.U. Colquhoun, Deputy Min-
ister of Education, the Minister states that it is proposed to 
erect in Ontario a memorial statue to the heroic martyred 
nurse, and takes ‘much pleasure in recommending to 
school Boards and teachers the desirability of permitting 
the merits and claims of this worthy undertaking to be 
placed before the pupils in order that the young of Ontario 
may take such part and lend such aid as the school author-
ities and their parents consider appropriate.’ For this pur-
pose the day has been set apart for the consideration of the 
life and death of the martyred heroine in the schools of 
Ontario. ‘It is believed,’ says the chairman in his letter, 
‘that the children will be glad to subscribe, and the teach-
ers are requested to point out that no sum is too small for 
each child.’ ” 
September 23, 1916: “The books of the second domestic 
war loan will close to-morrow with the issue over-
subscribed by at least 50 per cent. The subscribers may 
even reach a total considerably in excess of $150,000,000. 
There is no official information from which the amount 
can be estimated, but as far back as a week ago there was 
little probability of the chartered banks securing allot-
ments for any of the fifty millions subscribed by them. 
The banks, as stated previously, will come in only after 
the general public have received their allotments, and if 
the whole issue is taken up by the public, as seems more 
than probable, there will be nothing for the banks.” 
September 25, 1916: “On Friday afternoon last an enjoya-
ble affair took place at the residence of Mrs. Robert Tuite, 
64 Alexander Street, being a Red Cross tea. The silver 
collection taken realized $70, which will be devoted in 
securing Christmas parcels for overseas soldiers. A pro-
gram was given, which was very acceptable.” 
September 25, 1916: “A very successful tea was given 
last Wednesday at the residence of Mrs. N. B. Falkiner, 
Murney Hill, by the Quinte Chapter I.O.D.E., the pro-
ceeds amounting to over fifty dollars, which will be used 
for Christmas gifts for the soldiers overseas. A charming 
musical programme was given by Mrs. Wilmot, assisted 
by Miss Stork, Mrs. Price, Miss Fiske, and Mr. H. C. 
McKay.” 
September 27, 1916: “Those who heard the 80th battalion 
band at the Grand Opera house in the fine concert pro-
gram they presented, will not be surprised to learn that the 
Minister of Militia has decided to make it the representa-
tive military band of Canada, while overseas. The band 
has done much playing in England since the battalion 
went over, and now it is in France doing concert work for 
the entertainment of the boys who come out of the trench-
es for a rest period. Lieut. Stares is a good bandmaster, 
and his band deserves this recognition from the Canadian 
military authorities.” 
September 30, 1916: “In the early part of the war a prac-
tice was in vogue here to fly the flag at half-mast upon the 
receipt of a Belleville soldier being killed in action. This 

left him last April, with flowers all around him and the 
grave kept nice, you couldn’t make any improvements on 
it. I went during the night, it is about eleven hundred yards 
from the German front line. Saw his major, he is a fine 
man, gave me two guides, one was Mr. Summers the man 
who buried Leo, and the other was Mr. Chipman, one of 
the men who was on the gun with him. …  I picked some 
wild flowers that were growing on the grave. I will send 
them in this letter. Our colonel gave me a pass to go to the 
grave, every one of the officers are gentlemen. It isn’t any 
trouble for them to do anything for their men. Well I have 
seen what I came to see and I don’t care how soon the war 
comes to a close.” 
September 1, 1916: “Shortly before the High School 
closed for the summer holidays in June, the pupils held a 
gift shower, for the purpose of sending a parcel to each 
former High School boy, who had enlisted and were over-
seas. Yesterday letters were received from H.W. Knight 
and Ray Tuite, acknowledging receipt of the gifts, and 
thanking the pupils for their thoughtfulness towards the 
old boys of the B.H.S.” 
September 16, 1916: “A meeting of the Directors of the 
Belleville Club was held in the club on Thursday 14th inst. 
at which the following resolutions were unanimously 
passed:—Moved and carried that the Club extend a cordi-
al invitation to the ladies of the various patriotic, benevo-
lent and charitable societies of the city to avail themselves 
of the free use of the Club rooms one afternoon of each 
week for their various purposes. Particulars to be arranged 
with the Secretary, Col. Stewart. Moved and seconded 
that after full and deliberate consideration, and consider-
ing the patriotic object with which the ‘Ontario Temper-
ance Act’ has been enacted for the better defence of the 
Empire, this Club resolves that all the provisions of the act 
relating to Clubs be strictly observed, and that the use, 
barter, sale or keeping of intoxicating liquor upon the 
Club premises or by members therein be absolutely pro-
hibited.” 
September 16, 1918: “Of the fourteen hotels in the city 
under license only nine this morning opened up to conduct 
business as Standard Hotels. They were Docters Hotel, 
Albion Hotel, Hastings House, City Hotel, Anglo-
American Hotel, the Queen’s Hotel, the Windsor Hotel 
and the Hotel Quinte. The hotels which were not granted 
standard licenses were the Dominion, Victoria, Interna-
tional, Kyle House and the Ferry House. In the case of the 
Kyle House, the proprietors did not make application for a 
license.” 
September 21, 1916: “Artistic Maple Leaf. Last fall Colo-
nel Ponton sent to a friend in England fifty young maple 
trees (seedlings) from his farm, and today is in receipt of a 
beautiful natural reproduction in color of a perfect maple 
leaf from one of these trees (which are all being acclima-
tized), with the following legend written beneath it:—
‘Ponton Maplette—the eldest of the maples from Belle-
ville sends his love and portrait to show how he is grow-
ing, London, England, 7th September, 1916.’ Some of the 
trees will be planted on Canadian graves and at Canadian 
Hospitals.” 
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has been discontinued because it is strictly against military 
regulations. Mayor Ketcheson has notified the janitor of 
the city building, to keep the flag flying under all circum-
stance at the mast head.” 
September 30, 1916: “The Council of the City of Belle-
ville being desirous of perpetuating the patriotism and de-
votion to duty which has characterized the sons of Belle-
ville in the great struggle in which the British Empire has 
been so deeply engaged since August 1914, has arranged 
to have a ROLL OF HONOR prepared, to be hung in the 
City Building so that in future years the names of those 
sons of Belleville who, whether at home or throughout the 
Empire, have volunteered and served in the forces of the 
British Empire or her allies overseas, will be properly pre-
served. …  The list will include the names of those resi-
dents of Belleville who enlisted, and also of those born in 
Belleville, who at the time of their enlistment were resi-
dents of other places. …  A special list will be made of 
those who have made the great sacrifice and another of 
those who have been returned in the casualty lists as hav-
ing been wounded. Any citizen having any information 
which will help the committee in its efforts, is requested to 
send the same to Mr. A. R. Walker, Corby Public Library, 
Belleville, who has been appointed secretary of the com-
mittee, H.F. Ketcheson, W. B. Deacon, A. R. Walker, 
Committee.” 

 

Bus Tour “Exploring  
Centre Hastings” Report 

By Mary-Lynne Morgan 

The weather gods were with us once again! Although the 
first Saturday, May 28, was very hot, the second date, 
June 4, was ideal—clear, sunny and pleasantly cool for 
travelling and getting on and off the bus. As a result of the 
great weather, the trip along many back country roads with 
rolling hills was delightful, especially the first week when 
the lilacs were at their best. However, the heat on May 28 
resulted in our passengers not wanting to make an extra 
stop in the afternoon, so we got home quite early. On the 
June 4 trip, due to an unexpected detour, we stopped at 
Maple Dale Cheese factory for cheese and ice cream—a 
welcome break. 

On the May 28 trip, we had a full bus of 56 passengers 
and only one empty seat on the second excursion. Our ini-
tial trip got off to a rather unpleasant start when we were 
kicked off private property in Thomasburg, a first for an 
HCHS bus trip! Bill and I had tried to make contact with 
the homeowner on our planning trips, leaving a note in the 
door, but got no response. Figuring it was easier to beg 
forgiveness, we had our passengers disembark to view an 
interesting site, but were told in no uncertain terms by the 
homeowner that we were not welcome. Obviously, we did 
not make the same stop on the June 4 trip! At Bannock-
burn, where we also went onto private property to view 
the remains of the train station/roundhouse, the situation 
was exactly the opposite. On the first week, we nervously 
trespassed, but no one was there to see us; on the second 

trip, we met the owners who were from Toronto and only 
there occasionally on weekends. They were delighted that 
we were bringing people to see what was on their proper-
ty, and extended an open invitation for any time in the 
future!   

The service at the mid-morning pit stop at Tim Hortons in 
Tweed was less than stellar on the first trip, but much im-
proved on the second visit (after we complained on the 
first day). Bill and I had arranged with the manager for 
there to be extra staff on deck for our arrival, which did 
not happen the first week. 

The guest speakers at both the Marble Church in Actino-
lite and Hazzards Corners were excellent, and small dona-
tions were made to both organizations. On the second trip, 
one of the students aboard the bus played the piano in the 
old Hazzards Corners church, to the delight of all present. 
The young men to whom we offered complimentary tick-
ets on the second trip were a pleasure to have along, and 
one in particular was most helpful when one of our pas-
sengers needed assistance in the afternoon at Bannock-
burn. I would recommend continuing this offer to involve 
young people. They seemed genuinely interested. 

The stop at Queensborough on May 28 was particularly 
interesting as we had on board a woman who lived in the 
large miller’s home in the village. She is a direct descend-
ant of the original settlers as is the speaker we had at Haz-
zards Corners Church. She invited us to take the bus right 
onto her property, and she talked extensively about her 
ancestors building and running both a grist mill and a 
planing mill. She would have had us all go into the mill 
building, but unfortunately we were pressed for time. Bill 
spoke with her during the week, and she was supposed to 
come on board on June 4, but for whatever reason, did not 
turn up. However, we had enough information to be able 
to give our passengers a good idea of the village and the 
mill site.  

The hospitality at St. John’s Anglican Church in Madoc 
was very generous, and the people there went out of their 
way to provide information on the history of their church, 
as well as a delicious meal. 

Although the handbooks were quite extensive (and expen-
sive), with quizzes about most of our stops, they seemed 
to be very well received. Both Bill and I feel the effort to 
compile the articles/quizzes and the expense for the copy-
ing is well worth it, as these handout books are a great 
educational tool. Bill also donated a selection of books to 
be given out as prizes, and I donated two sets of photo 
prints of the ruins at Bannockburn taken earlier in the year 
when they were more visible due to less foliage and un-
dergrowth.   

Everyone seemed to enjoy the itinerary and many com-
mented on how much they had learned and how good it 
was to go to places they didn’t know existed or where 
they had never stopped before. There were also a few en-
quiries about new memberships, which I believe is one of 
the most valuable results of these trips. I think we bring in 
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several new people each year as a result of the bus tours, 
and some have become repeat customers on our trips. 

If making history come alive for the people of the Quinte 
region is what the Society is all about, I believe the bus 
trips are an important part of that goal. 

Bill and I have already begun to make preliminary plans 
for the 2017 trip, and will be doing a couple of reconnais-
sance trips over the summer. 

tice awarding the same man the Queen's jubilee medal, all 
the way back to photos of early vehicles from the 1920s 
and horse-drawn carriages from the 1910s. I have thor-
oughly enjoyed the tasks I have received, but I will admit 
that one in particular was monotonous, that of assisting 
other volunteers to organize the Belleville Intelligencer by 
date.     

More recently, I began inputting data into our online data-
base and even venturing outside my comfort zone by as-
sisting and interacting with visitors. My comfort zone was 
further breached when I was sorting through a collection 
of mortgage documents, most of which were from the mid
-nineteenth century. I was amazed to find one given to a 
local resident by Oliver Mowat, future and longest-
serving premier of Ontario, and several which were pro-
cessed through the law office of Sir John A. Macdonald. 
These finds were quickly overshadowed when mouse 
droppings from the documents found their way on to my 
clothing. Suffice it to say, I immediately went home, got 
cleaned up and put on a new (and clean) shirt! 

My final project involved the creation of my own exhibit 
in the Archives display case. I decided to focus on federal 
and provincial politics in Hastings County in the postwar 
era and the dominance of the Progressive Conservative 
Party at both levels of government. I am very thankful that 
Archivist Amanda Hill gave me the opportunity to work at 
the Community Archives, even if it was for only a short 
period. I am leaving my internship with a wealth of 
knowledge that I am certain will serve me well in my fu-
ture endeavours. In September, I will be returning to my 
studies, albeit at Nipissing University, where I will be tak-
ing my education one step further. Although I did not ex-
pect to end up at an archives, I am certainly glad I was 
afforded the opportunity. 
 

Mark your Calendar for the Fall 
Public Presentations  

Tuesday, September 20—A History of the Village of 
Shannonville, Speaker: Historian & Society Member 
Bobby-Jo Morris (see last page for more information) 

Tuesday, October 18—British Home Children, Speak-
er: Sandra Joyce  Over a period of  70 years, from 1869 to 
1939, up to 120,000 children age 4 to 16 years were sent 
from Britain to Canada in search of “a better life”, settling 
as farm workers and domestics in the towns. Hear the 
amazing stories of the difficulties and successes of the 
children. 

Tuesday, November 15—Canadian Women during 
WWll Extraordinary Women in Extraordinary 
Times, Speaker: Sherry Pringle Hear the little known 
stories of the courage, survival and endurance of 60 
Canadian women during WWll. These stories will mes-
merize and beguile you with their heroism and  
sufferings. 

From Macdonald to             
Mouse Droppings  

By Trevor Parsons 

Upon reflecting on the last few weeks, I have come to re-
alize that had I been told that I would be spending my 
summer at an archives, chances are I would not have be-
lieved this to be true, but here I am. I have been lucky 
enough to have the opportunity to fulfill the last require-
ments of my postgraduate course at the newly re-minted 
Community Archives in Belleville. Let it be known, how-
ever, my academic program is actually museum studies 
through Georgian College, but the similarities between 
that and archival studies, I have come to learn, are strik-
ingly similar. 

All of the projects I have worked on during the past weeks 
are actually quite varied. I began with scanning a collec-
tion of glass and plastic negatives belonging to a Peterbor-
ough man, John Anderson, dating from the early twentieth 
century. It gave a glimpse into scenery and wildlife, fami-
ly and recreation, and surprisingly, at the early develop-
ment of hydro-electric power which was then in its infan-
cy. Shortly after my arrival, the Belleville Fire Department 
generously donated an array of documents, photographs 
and newspaper clippings, highlighting their role in the his-
tory of our community. I was given the task of organizing 
and cataloguing this interesting piece of local history. As I 
learned, it was a treasure trove and included a letter of 
commendation to the fire chief from the past MPP, a no-

Trevor at work on civil documents       Photo by Amanda Hill 
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Of Bumblebees and Maple Leaves 
 By Mary-Lynne Morgan 

 
What do bumblebees and maple leaves have in common? You’ll have to come to the Hastings County Historical Soci-
ety’s Annual Banquet and Celebration of History to find out! 
 
In his speech entitled “Flight of the Bumblebee: How Our 
Improbable Nation Keeps Buzzing,” guest speaker, Roy 
MacGregor, award-winning Globe and Mail columnist and 
author, will examine this compelling riddle on the eve of 
Canada’s sesquicentennial.  
 
Roy MacGregor was born in Whitney, Ontario, and raised 
in Huntsville, so he is no stranger to the wilds of Ontario’s 
north. He has devoted several books to life in Algonquin 
Park and especially to artist Tom Thomson. His  most re-
cent book for Random House, Canoe Country: The Making 
of Canada in 2015 has been hugely successful. The recipi-
ent of multiple awards for his writing, he won the prestig-
ious Rutstrum Award in 2001 for his memoirs on his  
father, A Life in the Bush. This award is given every five 
years for the best book on wilderness writing in North 
America. Also described as “the Wayne Gretzky of hockey 
writing,” MacGregor’s sports writing has garnered him in-
clusion in several Hockey and Sports Halls of Fame. In ad-
dition, he is a multiple winner of national magazine awards, 
national newspaper awards and twice has been awarded the 
ACTRA “Nellie” as Canada’s top television dramatist. In 
2005, Roy MacGregor was named an Officer of the Order 
of Canada. He promises to be a most interesting speaker at 
the HCHS banquet, and how he connects the bumblebee 
and maple leaves will surprise and entertain you! 
 
The banquet, at the Travelodge on Saturday, October 29, 
will begin with a social hour at 6:00 p.m. and dinner follow-
ing at 7:00 p.m. This year, in response to several requests in 
the past, there will be a choice of main course entree: salmon or chicken, rather than the traditional serving of prime rib 
beef. Tickets at $65 are available at Quinte Arts Council or by calling Mary-Lynne Morgan (613-961-7091) or Richard 
Hughes (613-961-7772).   
 
For more info on the work of the Hastings County Historical Society, go to our website www.hastingshistory.ca. 

 
 

Tim McKinney 

Remax Quinte Ltd., Brokerage 

106 North Front Street 

Belleville, ON, K8P 3B4 

Many thanks go to  

Mr. Print Canada,  
Belleville for the great job in printing 
the 2016 spring newsletters and the 

past issues! 

http://www.hastingshistory.ca/
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Member Designation 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A History of the Village of Shannonville 
Speaker: Historian & Society Member 

Bobby-Jo Morris  

With the Salmon River running through it, the vil-
lage of Shannonville in Tyendinaga Township has 
over 150 years of history. Mills, factories and a 
proud mixture of early settlers make it a formidable 
village in the growth of Hastings County. 

     Date: Tuesday, September 20, 2016 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Maranatha  
100 College Street West, Belleville 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go to  
Meeting Room)  
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