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sAn older picture of the Cosy Grill shows few exterior changes.

Fire up the grill
(but Lou says be careful)

home." Louis Tsichlas telling why 
he continues to come to the 
Cozy Grill, although his son 
took over the business years 
ago.

BATHTUB KING ™
Canada s No. 1 Name in Bathtub Refinishing

“REFINISH YOUR TUB, 
SINK, CERAMIC TILE OR 
TOILET, MOST OFTEN IN 
YOUR HOME. ” Your choice 
of decorator colors.

"I like kids. I like people. This is my

Refinishing 
Specialists 
But, Oh! So 
Much More!

101 Cannifton Rd. 
(613) 962-8526

Remember When Your 
Bathtub Had A Nice Shine?

Let Bathtub King restore it to its original 
beauty. Antique style clawfoot tub 
fixtures available.

STREETSIDE CAFE
Homestyle Lunches & Dinners 
We Also Do Business Catering

The explosion sent Louis 
Tsichlas flying six feet from 
the stove and slammed him 
into the wall of his new restau
rant. When he staggered to his 
feet minutes later he was 
’’black just like coal.”

That was how the Cosy Grill 
opened for business on Front 
Street in Belleville in 1957. 
The gas had built up and when 
Tsichlas lit a match.. .needless 
to say, he has been careful ig
niting pilot lights in ovens. 
Luckily, he didn’t receive seri
ous injuries from the blast and 
the store opened only a few 
hours later than expected.

The Turnbull building in 
which the explosion took place 
is named after its former own
er, John Turnbull, who was an 
entrepreneur 120 years before

Mano Tsichlas, Louis Tsichlas and Len Kirk of the Cosy Grill.

Tsichlas got started. Turnbull 
was an agent for the Commer
cial Bank in 1832 when he had 
the building erected as a houses 
and office. It is one of the two 
oldest buildings in downtown 
Belleville. Its only rival is the 
Knights of Columbus.

The limestone building has 
provided shelter from the ele
ments and a hot cup of coffee 
.•for famous athletes, politi
cians, local policemen and a 
host of regular customers.

Tsichlas owned the business 
for 34 years until selling it to 
his son, Mano and son-in-law 
Len Kirk in 1990. He still 
comes to the store regularly to 
chat with old friends, smoke 
cigarettes and drink coffee. 
"After 34 years, I can’t stay 
home,” he says. To him, the 

stone building is home. He 
knows the regulars by name 
and remembers the celebrities 
who have been his patrons.

Pierre Trudeau ate in the 
restaurant in 1967, before 
Trudeaumania swept him into 
office a year later.

Miss Canada visited the res
taurant two years ago and 
Tsichlas says Bobby Hull, Rick 
Meagher and Wayne Gretzky’s 
father, Walter, regularly drop 
in when visiting Belleville.

For political conversation, 
Tsichlas has city Mayor George 
Zegouras, Aid. Stu Meeks and 
Quinte MPP Hugh O’Neil to 
chat with. They are frequent 
customers.

By his own admission, it is 
his hang-out now, a place to 
meet old friends and see the 
children he enjoys so much. "I 
like kids,” he says. "I like peo
ple." This is why he stayed in 
the business for 34 years. "This 
is my home."

Certainly he has spent 
enough time there- to call it 
home. The Cosy Grill used to 
be open 24 hours a day but 
Tsichlas eventually began clos
ing at 2 a.m. His son Mano re
calls a police officer on night 
duty saying how surprised he 
was to see Louis leaving the 
restaurant at 2 a.m. and then 
returning' to work at 5:30 a.m. 
— whistling.

Book Our Restaurant Any Night ofI the week for your CHRISTMAS PARTY! ) 
We seat up to 40 people. Cali for details.

Breakfast Serving from 8-11 A.M. 
Great Dinners!
Great Prices!
Licenced Under L.L.B.O.

Dine In or Take Out 
345 College St. East

Servicing the Industrial Park 

967-2838 ,
OLD FASHIONED PRICES 

ON LA TE MODEL CARS

OnlT $12 995 V-6' air conditioning. PW, PDL, cruise, tilt, airy 5 - ■ bags, loaded, factory warranty.
Where the USED is taken out of our vehicles”

. FRY FORD 
MfordI SALES

321 NORTH FRONT ST. 
BELLEVILLE. 962-9141


