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Annual Report of the  
Society for 2020 

 

Each year the Historical Society is required to hold 
an Annual General Meeting and to present to the 
membership a report on its activities during the pre-
ceding year along with a financial report and an elec-
tion of officers for the coming year. Ordinarily, the 
AGM would be held in conjunction with the March 
Public Presentation at Maranatha.  

This year, due to the restrictions of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Public Presentations remained suspended. 
However, to meet the requirements, a special AGM 
will be held, via Zoom, on Tuesday, March 23. This 
meeting will be open to all members. More infor-
mation on this Zoom AGM will be provided on our 
website, hastingshistory.ca closer to the date.  

A full Annual Report and Financials will also be 
made available on the Historical Society’s website, 
hastingshistory.ca. The following is an overview of 
that report: 

“The year 2020 will go down in history as the Year 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, when the world went 
into lockdown and normal operations of daily life 
were held in suspension. The functioning of the His-
torical Society was no exception.  

The year 2020 began with great enthusiasm and a 
long list of community projects being developed by 
the team of directors and volunteers. Over the past 
years the work of the Society had surged forward, 
ever expanding in its projects for the entire County of 
Hastings, and 2020 was mapped out for a continua-
tion of several long-term programs and many new 
ones.  

However, this all came crashing down in mid-March 
with the arrival on our shores of the coronavirus dis-
ease, referred to as the COVID-19 pandemic. All pro-

jects involving public gatherings were suspended: the 
monthly Public Presentations at Maranatha, the 
spring Historical Bus Tours, the installation and un-
veiling of three new memorial historical plaques in 
Quinte West and one at Albert College, the annual 
Celebration of History Banquet, among others. The 
Community Archives was closed. Normally, in 
March 2020 there would have been an Annual Gen-
eral Meeting to review the operation of the Society in 
2019. However, with the lockdown, and the impossi-
bility of gathering for this meeting, the Board decid-
ed to issue the annual report for 2019, but not to hold 
a meeting. The Board also decided to extend its term 
for one more year. 

This “lockdown” situation called for new approach-
es, fresh thinking and means of continuing to carry 
out the mandate of the Society to serve our members 
and friends, while respecting the public health rules 
and directives. The Board sought to keep contact 
with our many members and friends and continue to 
bring them educational and interesting information. 
A key form of contact and entertainment is our 
monthly newsletter, Outlook, which we were able to 
maintain as it was all done electronically, and even 
the paper copies could be distributed without a gath-
ering of people.  

The very presence of the COVID-19 lockdown led to 
an innovative and very successful program of televi-
sion videos highlighting both the historical plaques 
across our County and the villages they commemo-
rated. This, too, was accomplished while following 
fully the directives of Health Dept. authorities for 
sanitation and distancing. Full details of the activities 
of the various committees of the Historical Society 
and of the Community Archives are available in the 
Annual Report for 2020 which is available on the 
Society’s website, hastingshistory.ca.” 

                 

                    Richard Hughes, President 



 

broad swath of grass. Currently (2019) an allotment 
garden has been constructed in the southeast corner 
of the property. Access to the water is cut off by the 
Canadian Pacific Railway line.  

 

Outlook Reaches a Major Milestone 
350 Issues over 40 Years 

 

There is an old saying, “Mighty Oaks from Little 
Acorns Grow!” The Historical Society’s popular 
newsletter, Outlook, clearly falls within the meaning 
of this centuries-old expression. Over the last 40 
years, from the humble first issue of February 13, 
1981, to the attractive and comprehensive 350th issue 
in March 2021, the newsletter has grown, developed 
and spread its canopy of news, reports and local his-
torical stories far and wide across this region.  

The Historical Society, itself, was founded in 1957 
by a small group of forward-thinking people; it was 
incorporated in Ontario as a non-profit organization 
in 1980. Being then firmly established and on its tra-

Ponton Park Memorial 
By Orland French 

 

Ponton Park was bequeathed to the City of Belleville 
by Enid Ponton Zimmele in 1964 through a land 
transfer as part of the sale of the Ponton lands for 
development. The land and premises were “to be 
used as parklands and no buildings whatsoever are to 
be erected thereon.”  

Enid received this land, including the English Re-
gency cottage style house named Sidney Cottage, 
from her husband, Col. William Nisbet Ponton, a 
lawyer and militia officer. Included in the tract were 
lands west of Sidney Street to the city limits and 
north of Dundas Street to the Canadian National 
Railway tracks. Col. Ponton was the last descendant 
of William Hutton who purchased these lands in 
1834 and improved an original frame house built in 
the early 1800s by Dr. Seth Meacham.  

Born in New York City, Enid Ponton was known in 
the Belleville area as an outspoken supporter of pub-
lic issues that drew her attention. She was an active 
participant in community organizations and known 
for her lively interest in the public affairs of her 
adopted city. 

GPS co-ordinates:  
             44° 09’ 05.59” N 77° 23’ 48.68” W 
Street address: South side of Dundas Street West, 
Belleville, west of Sidney Street.  

These lands represented a considerable expanse of 
property in early Belleville. Ponton Park remains a 
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Historical Society  
Prescribes Great Medicine 

for COVID-19 Lockdown 
 

To replace our monthly Public Presentations at Ma-
ranatha, the Society has arranged to bring you a se-
ries of great, local, historical documentaries. Watch 
them anytime, cold nights, snowstorms, cosy after-
noons – they are waiting for you! 
Ritchie’s Folly – The Central Ontario Railway 
Moving Mountains – Blairton Iron 
Herb Ditchburn – The Man Behind the Name 
Sons of the Waves – HMCS Trentonian 
Glanmore National Historic Site of Canada 
 
All on the Hastings County Historical Society 
YouTube channel at: http://bit.ly/2MoVYDp 

The park can be found on a close-up on Google maps.  

Zwick’s Island 
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jectory of growth, the Society established its news-
letter the following year. It had a very humble begin-
ning, just two pages, partly hand drawn, partly typed 
on a manual typewriter, with some newspaper items 
pasted on to the pages. The president and main writ-
er at that time was Gerry Boyce. 

Ten years later, in 1991, issue number 90 reminded 
us that the rapidly growing Historical Society’s pic-
ture archives were housed at the Society’s offices at 
the Belleville Museum at Glanmore, while the docu-
mentary archives were maintained and worked on in 
the Canadiana Room of the Belleville Public Li-
brary. Another decade onwards, issue 174 arrived 
and the Outlook informed us that by 2001 the Socie-
ty was comfortably housed at the Hastings Heritage 
Centre in Cannifton where teams of volunteers, un-
der the guidance of Gerry Boyce, were cataloguing 
the many collections. Moving forward another 10 
years, in volume 258, we learn that the Society took 
another giant leap forward in 2011 when the Herit-
age Centre had installed not only a telephone but 
computers and the internet. Also that year, the early 
discussions on the creation of a Community Ar-
chives were begun along with the fundraising pro-
ject to finance it.  

On this special occasion, readers might be interested 
to know about the considerable work by a devoted 
team of volunteers that is necessary to put this news-
letter into your hands. It all begins with the writers 
of reports, news and very importantly, the local his-

torical stories that we all enjoy so much. Many people 
have a hand (and pen) in the writing task and, in fact, 
there is an open invitation to everyone to contribute. 
The material provided each month is then given a 
thorough editor’s review by Laurel Bishop. No gram-
matical errors or inaccurate factual statements can es-
cape her well-trained eye.  

Then the material moves on to Donna Fano who sets 
up the layout of the newsletter, ensuring the stories 
and photos are presented in an attractive manner. 
While all of this is being done, our distribution person, 
Elizabeth Mitchell, is preparing labels for the enve-
lopes, keeping the various lists of recipients up-to-date 
and the addresses accurate. Elizabeth also informs our 
webmaster, Heidi Rooke, of those who have chosen to 
receive the Outlook by email. The printing has been 
done by Mr. Print for the past few years. The final 
step is what we call the envelope stuffing and mailing 
which is done by a team of diligent folders and sealers 
while the electronic version is transmitted by our web-
master. The rest is up to Canada Post and our email 
provider. 

Past issues of Outlook can be found on the website of 
the Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings 
County – click on “Discover our collections,” then 
scroll down to “Past issues of ‘Outlook’ newsletter” 
where you will find the long list of issues from the 
beginning.  

 

Neither frigid weather nor COVID-19 could deter the Outlook production team from safely celebrating 
the 350th issue of Outlook this month. From left, text editor Laurel Bishop holds the first issue of Febru-
ary 13, 1981; distribution chair Elizabeth Mitchell with the envelopes ready; and setup editor Donna 
Fano with this month’s issue number 350.   
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Hastings County Historical Society 

Annual General Meeting 
2021 

 

The Society is required to hold an Annual General 
Meeting once each year. In the recent past, our 
meetings have been held on the third Tuesday of 
March, in conjunction with our regular monthly 
Public Presentations at Maranatha. In 2020, the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit at that time and all activi-
ties were locked down and, in consequence, no 
AGM was held.  
 
For 2021, again it is not possible to hold a public 
AGM, and the Board has decided that a virtual 
AGM will be held via Zoom. All members are enti-
tled to attend. The meeting will consist of a report 
on the activities during 2020 by the president; a fi-
nancial report by the treasurer; and the election of 
officers conducted by the past-president.  
 
Date and Time:    Tuesday, March 23rd at 7:30 p.m. 
 
For Historical Society Members to attend this Zoom 
virtual Annual General Meeting simply send your 
email address to president@hastingshistory.ca and 
you will receive the link information.  

Bridging the  
Bay of Quinte Gap 

Part 2 
By Richard Hughes 

Last month we read about the early development of 
transport across the Bay of Quinte between 
Rossmore and Belleville. From the early 1800s, a 
lively trade developed, mainly between the farming 
community of Ameliasburgh and the rapidly growing 
demands of the expanding Town of Belleville and its 
markets. The ferry service grew and became a vital 
link, carrying the teams of horses and their wagons 
filled with produce, individual horsemen, pedestrians 
and even cattle.  

But the ferry service was far from sufficient. Inter-
rupted by fall freeze-up, spring breakup and bad 
weather, complaints were endless on both sides of 
the bay. Discussions over decades in the mid-1800s 
pressed politicians to develop a plan for a bridge, but 
these overtures were quickly quashed when the enor-
mous cost of such a structure was raised.  

Finally, in 1887 a group of leading citizens in Belle-
ville, including Henry Corby, M.P., formed the Bay 
of Quinte Bridge Company and sought incorporation, 
which required Parliamentary approval. After over-
coming opposition, it was approved, and the Compa-
ny established. Now the task of raising capital. 
Quickly, fifty citizens stepped forward and invested 
$26,000. After much deliberation, City Council de-
cided to put a by-law on the question of purchasing 
$30,000 of stocks to the voters. It was passed, but 
later found to be invalid due to legal formalities. A 
second by-law was put to the vote and it also passed 
with a substantial majority. In Ameliasburgh, a simi-
lar process was followed for $15,000 worth of stock. 
It too passed, was found invalid, voted on a second 
time and again passed.  

The work then moved ahead. Contracts for the sub-
structure, mainly roads and piers, and for the super-
structure of steel were let. In August 1889, the work 
began with the construction of piers at Dundas Street 
and then across the swamp to Bushy Island and con-
tinuing across the bay. Over a ten-month period of 
construction, 17 piers were installed, ready to receive 
the steel superstructure. The steel, formed by Brown 
Manufacturing Company of Belleville, was put in 
place between November 1890 and the following 
April. The masterpiece of engineering consisted of 
13 spans of 95 feet each, 2 spans of 148 feet each, 
one swing span of 238 feet and the final 63-foot span 
at the Rossmore end. At 2,913 feet, it was believed to 
be the longest highway bridge in Canada.  

But this is not the happy ending to the story! The 
monumental achievement of a permanent link be-
tween Belleville and Prince Edward County came 
with one critical aspect—tolls. Five cents for a pe-
destrian, ten cents for a horse and wagon. Even a 
man with a wheelbarrow was charged five cents. 
“Exorbitant,” cried the public! These tolls were 
strangling business! The agitation over tolls contin-

The swing bridge permitted boats to pass through.       
                                                                  CABHC  HCM00833  

mailto:president@hastingshistory.ca
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ued for the next twenty years, and finally it was 
agreed an application would be made to Parliament to 
purchase the bridge from the Company and make it 
toll free.  

Finally, in late 1920, agreement was reached under 
which the Province of Ontario, the City of Belleville 
and the County of Prince Edward provided the funds 
to make the bridge a public highway and free of tolls. 
The Department of Highways would operate the 
swing portion of the bridge while all three parties 
shared the operating costs. To the cheering of a large 
crowd and the music of the Rednersville band, Belle-
ville mayor Hanna removed the toll bridge sign and 
carried it in his truck across the bridge at the head of 
a long parade of dignitaries. A great celebration en-
sued.  

But this is still not the end. Over the following dec-
ades, as heavy automobile traffic replaced the horses 
and wagons, most of the steel bridge trusses were re-
moved and the gaps between the piers replaced with a 
rock causeway. By the 1930s, only one channel, by 
the Belleville shore, and the space beneath the swing 
bridge remained open to permit the passage of boats. 
Chapter two in the story of the bridging of the Bay of 
Quinte gap was complete. But we all know this was 
not the final chapter. The final chapter in this 150-
year-old story will come next month.  

Source:  Bridge on the Bay of Quinte by Nick and 
Helma Mika, 1982 

 
 

Gold in the Cariboo 
Billy Barker’s Legacy 

 

By Bill Kennedy 

At the close of the nineteenth century gold was dis-
covered in the Yukon. The iconic photograph of hun-
dreds of prospectors labouring up the steep, snow-
bound slope of a mountain in search of their personal 
bonanza is familiar to most Canadians. Pierre Berton 
wrote about it in his book Klondike, and poet Robert 
Service reveals something of the harshness of the 
land when he tells us in his poem The Cremation of 
Sam McGee that “There are strange things done in the 
midnight sun / By the men who moil for gold.” But 
while the Klondike is deservedly celebrated as a fa-
mous chapter in our country’s history, there is another 
lesser known gold rush of four decades earlier that 
deserves our attention. 

It began with the discovery of gold in 1858 along 
British Columbia’s lower Fraser River, a discovery 

that would serve as the springboard for the northward 
stampede of some 30,000 prospectors, many of them 
from the United States. As the gold was panned out 
south of the Fraser River Canyon, they headed up-
stream into the B.C. Cariboo Country. The Cariboo’s 
many streams and creeks feeding into the Fraser 
were prime sites for mining, but riverboats could not 
traverse the canyon rapids above the town of Yale to 
deliver supplies. A road was needed. Royal Engi-
neers were brought in to organize the job of rock 
blasting, grading and building bridges all the way to 
the town of Quesnel three hundred and forty miles 
north, then east for another sixty miles to the place 
that was to become known as Barkerville and as a 
future National Historic Site. As British Columbia’s 
government planners had foreseen, not only was the 
road valuable as a transportation route for prospec-
tors and supplies, it also served as a conduit in open-
ing up new country for settlement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The town’s namesake, William (Billy) Barker, was a 
middle-aged gentleman from Cambridgeshire, Eng-
land with the gold bug ingrained in his DNA. He had 
been prospecting in California ten years earlier and 
when news of new fields in British North America 
reached him, he formed the Barker Company com-
posed of himself and a half-dozen of his fellow Eng-
lishmen and began panning, sluicing and digging for 
his Eldorado near Lillooet. Having little luck there 
they moved on to Williams Creek in the Cariboo. 
After a fruitless summer, Barker sold his stake and 
moved on to a new location downstream. Rather than 
simply panning for gold in the creek bed, he and his 
partners began the excavation of a vertical shaft. Just 
below the fifty-foot mark, they hit paydirt—
thousands of dollars worth of gold nuggets that 
would prove to be one of the richest strikes ever 
made in the Cariboo. In the space of that first day, 
they took out 124 ounces of gold, equal to a share of 

Billy Barker 
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Pick up your copy of these two fine books at the Community Archives in the 
Library/Archives building, 2nd floor. 

Known for his philanthropy and dedication to the cause of mental health, Mau-
rice Rollins is a familiar name in the Quinte area. But, how did a guy who was 
born on a kitchen table get to where he is today? A natural storyteller, Orland 
French tells the tale of The Remarkable Journey of Maurice Rollins. We meet a 
self-made man with a strong work ethic, not afraid to get his hands dirty. He has 
been an entrepreneur, willing to take risks. It is a story like no other. Proceeds 
from the sale of this book go to support mental health organizations dealing 
with depression.     272 pages $40 

It’s Reading Time Again  
By Michelle Hutchison 

Take heart! The time has sprung ahead; spring is on the horizon! More daylight 
means more time for reading. 

The future in their homeland was bleak, sometimes dangerous. Children, casual-
ties of unemployment, disease and poverty in England and Scotland. They were 
the abandoned, the orphaned, sometimes forgotten, waifs. Canada offered an 
opportunity for a better life. Beginning in 1869, “Home Children,” as they be-
came known, came here by the thousands. Prompted by curiosity about his 
grandmother, who arrived in Canada and passed through the doors of March-
mont Distributing Home, James Gilchrist explores the origins of the Child Immi-
gration Program and the people who conceived the idea. He tells about the lives 
that these children could expect and how many of them came to be successful in 
this new land. Emphasis is on the positive in the recounting of stories from this 
often maligned project.     224 pages, $20 

$20,000 per man. The strike was to make Barker a 
wealthy man. His personal take has been estimated at 
$500,000 in today’s currency. The town of Barker-
ville was named in his honour. The Cariboo would go 
on to yield some five million ounces of the precious 
metal during its productive lifetime.  

The town grew quickly into a melange of hotels, res-
taurants, stores, dance halls, saloons, billiard rooms, 
bowling alleys and any number of other enterprises 
including the B.X. Stagecoach Express. When one of 
its buildings caught fire in September 1868, the entire 
town, all of wood construction, went up in smoke. Its 
resourceful citizens, faced with encroaching winter in 
mountainous terrain, went to work and in two months 
had rebuilt the place.  

Today, the Barkerville National Historic Site wel-
comes visitors from all over the world. Among its 
many activities is panning for gold. The shovelful of 
gravel provided for your gold pan by Barkerville staff 
and a quick lesson on how to wash it out in a water-
filled trough is virtually guaranteed to leave you 

bright-eyed with your very own “strike” of a few tiny 
flakes of gold. For a few moments you will feel the 
magic that drew so many to suffer wilderness hard-
ship in pursuit of their dream.   

William, or Billy Barker as he became known, could 
not leave well enough alone and stayed in the mining 
game only to see his fortunes decline through some 
bad investments and his reputed generosity. As late 
as 1891, he is reported to have been seen back in the 
Cariboo bunking in a one-room shack with two other 
miners. Three years later, he was living out his last 
days in an old men’s home in Victoria. He died there 
on July 11, 1894, and was buried in a pauper’s grave. 

If you would like to take a virtual tour of Barkerville, 
one way to do it is to go online to Google Maps. It 
allows you to see the town and enter a number of the 
buildings for a look around. It’s worth the visit. You 
may even spot the red B.X. stagecoach with its gold 
lettering parked on the side of the road. 
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The Station Beside  
the Tracks 

This article was written by Mike Burns in 1982, when 
the abandoned Bancroft railway station was saved 
from destruction. For a few years it housed a mineral 
museum until deterioration threatened its destruction 
again in the early 2000s. Once again preservationists 
came to its rescue. It was completely renovated in 
2013 as part of an initiative by the local Chamber of 
Commerce. The Town of Bancroft purchased the 
building in 2016, intending to continue to use the sta-
tion for the mineral museum and a tourism infor-
mation centre. 

The station was built for the Central Ontario Railway 
which opened its line to Bancroft in 1900. The line 
closed in 1985. 

I had the pleasure of working with Mr. Burns in a his-
tory book project called North of 7...and Proud of It!, 
the story of Bancroft and the area. He was a tremen-
dous resource. Unfortunately, he died February 13, 
2003, just before the book was completed. Here is his 
story of the Bancroft railway station, from the per-
spective of 1982.                                   Orland French 

 

1900 – 1982 and counting... 

By Mike Burns 

This fine old building so efficiently restored by Martin 
West has been no stranger to controversy and debate. 
Even before the first footings were excavated in 1899, 
arguments waxed hot and heavy as to just where the 
station should be located. Sites on the east side of the 
river were being considered until Jim McCaw, surely 
one of Bancroft's wise men, stated, “Boys, let's put the 
station beside the track.” That settled the matter and 
ever since this grand building has augmented the town 
on the west bank of the York in the midst of a beauti-
ful grove of pines. 

It was there to welcome the first train on November 2, 
1900. 

The Station, as it has always been called, was one of 
the most important buildings in Bancroft. Before the 
development of the highways, it was the focal point of 
commerce, communication and progress for all the 
area. 

At the sound of the incoming train as it whistled for 
the crossing below town, young and old congregated 
to greet its arrival – to meet visiting loved ones – to 
pick up merchandise – perhaps to accept the casket of 
a family member or friend or just to gawk and stare at 

passengers as they descended the steps of the plush-
seated cars. 

The spacious, warm waiting room, with its pot-
bellied coal stove, shining hardwood floors and col-
oured windows and the incessant clacking of the tele-
graph key, would be the scene of tearful or joyous 
reunions, sad farewells to departing friends or family, 
or maybe happy leavings to people on holidays. 

It has seen many of Bancroft's young men off to war 
and welcomed those who came back. It has seen the 
hundreds who would come to Bancroft for the annual 
fall fair, the arrival of travelling salesmen with their 
huge sample cases, the semi-annual shipments of 
Eatons and Simpsons catalogues, the medicine 
shows, the drifters, the disenchanted – the comings 
and goings of all who contributed to our area's devel-
opment. 

The coming of the highways and the resulting down-
grading of the railroads seemed to seal the doom of 
the station. Abandoned for several years, its date with 
the demolition crew seemed inevitable until a few far
-seeing citizens overcame apathy and indifference to 
give the station a new purpose and dedication. 
Thanks to Martin West this structure stands strong 
again and takes its place as a useful institution in the 
community. 

And so after 82 years the station once again will pro-
vide accommodation and shelter for necessary ser-
vices – proudly remaining to enhance the town of 
Bancroft and its surrounding areas. 

 • • • • • 

The Bancroft station also served as a terminus for the 
Irondale, Bancroft and Ottawa Railway, which joined 
the Central Ontario from the west just north of Ban-
croft. It never went beyond Bancroft to Ottawa. 

Bancroft Station  
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Special Public Presentation 
Event on Zoom 

 
While the Society’s monthly Public Presentations at 
Maranatha are on hold, the Historical Society has 
joined forces with the Belleville Public Library to 
bring you a very special program via Zoom. 
 

Date: Wednesday, March 24th at 3:00 p.m. 
Topic:  For a Better Life: Post-War Dutch 
Immigration to Canada 
Speaker:  Author John Immerseel 
 
Beginning in 1947, almost 500,000 Dutch emigrants 
left the Netherlands; nearly 200,000 arrived in Can-
ada. The guest speaker will examine the situation in 
Holland, reasons for emigrating and the challenges 
facing the many families as they sought to rebuild 
their lives.  
 
To register for this presentation, visit the Library’s 
website (www.bellevillelibrary.ca)  or phone 613-
968-6731 Ext. 2037. 

The Society’s Memory  
Project Is Off and Running 

Time for You to Join In 
 

Last month we launched a great, new program called 
The Memory Project in an effort to capture YOUR 
memories and stories. Life has changed so much 
since you were young, and even now life has 
changed from just a year ago. YOU are invited to 
write brief stories, a page or so, recalling days gone 
by and what life was like then. Stories about school 
days, first television, phones, our street, sports, Sat-
urday night activity, etc. 
 
The stories will be safely preserved for future gener-
ations at the Community Archives; some will be 
published in Outlook. Include your name, address, 
phone number and email address.  
 
Typed, handwritten or emailed, send them along to 
the Hastings County Historical Society at 254 Pinna-
cle St. 2nd Floor, Belleville, ON, K8N 3B1 or email 
info@hastingshistory.ca. 

tel:613-967-3304
about:blank

