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Vignettes from the  
Belleville Police Service 

(Part 2) 
By John Lowry 

 

Last month, as part of the commemoration of the new 
Belleville Police Service headquarters on Sidney 
Street, we brought you some amazing vignettes from 
the Belleville Police Service from its inception in 
1836 up to 1910. In this issue we pick up the stories 
of the life and times of our Police Service as it ad-
vanced from the days of the cop on the Front Street 
beat to the days of radar and the move to a new 
headquarters on Campbell Street in 1955.   

In March 1915, the Market Square police station was 
used to house eleven “foreigners”—Austrians and 
Hungarians who had recently lost their jobs when the 
Point Anne Cement Works closed down. The men 
were apprehended as they were preparing to leave 
Belleville by train and were only released from custo-
dy when it was determined that “they were by no 
means friendly to Germany in the present conflict 
(First World War).” 

In August 1916, the Belleville Police baseball team 
participated in a charity tournament and helped raise 
$16.00, which was used (less $3.75 deducted for ice 
cream) to purchase 48 cans of soup and 24 cans of 
Cadbury’s prepared cocoa which was then shipped to 
the troops fighting in the trenches in France. 

In April 1918, the Market Square police station was 
used to incarcerate six local males that had been ap-
prehended by the Dominion Police after they had 
“combed through Belleville looking for defaulters 
under the Military Service Act (Conscription).” It 
was reported that “all were finally allowed to go 
home with one being ordered to report for military 

duty at Kingston.” 

In June of 1918, in order to more effectively enforce 
military conscription, the federal government ordered 
that anyone, male or female, 16 years and older, had 
to be registered and issued registration cards. The 
government further ordered that all registrants had to 
carry their card “at all times on their person and pro-
duce it on demand to any peace officer, police officer 
or constable.” 

In October 1918, as Belleville was suffering under 
the onslaught of the Spanish Flu epidemic, which 
was sweeping the world, the government was strong-
ly emphasizing that the law forbidding spitting on the 
street or in public places was to be strictly enforced. 
An editorial in the local newspaper stated that “a few 
police court examples would have a sanitary effect” 
and further exhorted local citizens to “co-operate 
with the police in the detection of offenders.” 

In the early 1920s, with the advent of the motor vehi-
cle, traffic direction in the city of Belleville was as-
sisted by “Silent Policemen,” three-dimensional 
dummies used to help guide traffic at the city’s main 
intersections. 

In 1921, officers of the Belleville Police Department 
issued 29 charges under the Lord’s Day Act which 
governed allowable activities on Sundays; the charg-
es mostly involved trading or gambling offences. 

On July 25, 1922, the Belleville Police Department 
purchased a brand new Dodge sedan—its first police 
cruiser. Chief Kidd (1920–1942) had argued that 
without the new car the city would have to add more 
officers to the department payroll.  

In 1932, police constables were paid a starting salary 
of $1,200 a year and were often required to work 14 
hours a day. In 1933, due to the effects of the De-
pression, city council reduced the salaries of all mu-



 

helmet (first adopted by the London Metropolitan 
Police in 1863) and the wide black duty belt. 

In 1943, Chief Robert Probert commanded a police 
force of eight officers (a chief, deputy and six consta-
bles) to police a population of over 15,500. For this 
duty, the chief was paid the princely sum of $2,600. 
A constable was paid $1,700 per year. 

In the early days of the Second World War, police 
officers of the Belleville Police Force were granted 
an annual cost of living bonus of $120 to help cope 
with the wartime inflation that was prevalent at the 
time. The bonus was rescinded in July of 1943. 

By 1946, the staff of the Belleville Police Force had 
been increased to sixteen officers. The force was 
tasked with policing a municipality that was 8½ 
square miles in area, with a population of over 
18,000. 

In 1955, city council established a committee to in-
vestigate the possibility of building a new police sta-
tion to replace the aging Market Square facility 
which was described as “disgraceful and filthy”; after 
a 10-year delay, council opted to renovate the old 
YMCA building on Campbell Street for a new police 
facility. 

Also in 1955, the police department purchased a port-
able electric “Speedometer,” an early radar unit, 
which resulted in the laying of 2,255 traffic-related 
charges that year; this was a dramatic increase from 
the 143 charges laid in 1954. 

nicipal employees (including police officers) by 7 
per cent. 

In 1934, Belleville witnessed one of its most brutal 
murders when Mrs. Catherine Vermilyea was bludg-
eoned to death with a hatchet on the front lawn of 
101 Bridge Street E; her son, Harold Vermilyea, was 
extradited from California to stand trial and, follow-
ing his conviction, was hanged on gallows erected at 
the Belleville gaol on May 1, 1935. 

In 1936, Sgt Arthur Booth of the Belleville Police 
Department developed the first radio for use in 
Belleville’s single police cruiser. His transmitter was 
constructed using $30 worth of second-hand parts, 
and the radio transmissions were made via an aerial 
wire strung from the Market Square police station 
roof to the tower of city hall. In 1947, with the addi-
tion of a second cruiser, the radio had to be re-
designed to allow for inter-car communication. 

The newfangled police radio installed in the police 
department’s cruiser in 1936 proved its worth on the 
very first night it was tested. It helped officers catch 
a window peeper at Belleville General Hospital, 
leading the Belleville Intelligencer to claim that the 
success of this short-wave radio “doubtless will pio-
neer police short-wave radio hookups through the 
Dominion.”  

Up until the mid-1930s, the uniform for Belleville 
police constables was patterned on the popular Eng-
lish bobby uniforms complete with custodian-style 
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Belleville Police Force with 
Mayor Dick Arnott in 1937. 
Back row (left to right): P.C. 
Doug Ellis, P.C. Harold Tay-
lor, P.C. Peter Thompson, P.C. 
Bill Evans, P.C. Pic Arnott, 
Det. Fred Izard. Front row 
(left to right): Sgt. Harman, 
Mayor Dick Arnott, Chief 
Kidd, Sgt. Booth.  
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Meet Your Board  
of Directors 

 

Each year the Historical Society develops and brings 
to you a wide variety of programs relating to the col-
ourful history of Hastings County, both to inform 
and to entertain. These programs are created by our 
Board of Directors and delivered by the Board and 
by other hard-working volunteers. We thought you 
would like to come to know your Board better; who 

is working for you, so we are presenting a brief biog-
raphy of members of the 2020/21 Board: 

Richard Hughes, President:  Born in Belleville, 
Richard has been a member of the Society for nine 
years and president for seven years. He pursued a 
career in the public service with Canada Customs in 
Belleville, Toronto and Ottawa, and the Trade De-
partment in Ottawa. He served eighteen years with 
the World Trade Organization in Geneva. He enjoys 
genealogy research, serving as director with the Mar-
ilyn Adams Genealogical Research Centre in Ameli-
asburgh and chairman of the Ontario Genealogical 
Society in Trenton. He is active in a number of com-
munity projects in Belleville and Hastings County.  

Dan Atkinson, Treasurer: With the Society for four 
years, Dan has served as treasurer for three years. He 
is a retired CPA, formerly a partner with Welch and 
Company in Belleville. Dan has been involved with 
numerous local organizations, including President of 
both the Napanee and Belleville Chambers of Com-
merce. His particular interest is in the preservation of 
our architectural heritage, and as part of this effort, 
has been restoring an 1850s farmhouse in Prince Ed-
ward County.  

Jonathan Chircop, Director: Jonathan began volun-
teering with the Society in 2017 while working as a 
summer student at the Community Archives. He 
joined the Board in 2018 and currently maintains the 
social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter and Insta-
gram). Jonathan graduated from Loyalist College in 
2020 in the area of Protection, Security and Investi-
gation and is continuing his education through online 
classes with the University of Alberta studying Indig-
enous Canada. His employment fields have included 
customer service, communications, archives and gov-
ernment. Jonathan’s great passions include human 
rights, history, politics, law, genealogy, communica-
tions and digital media.  

Gary Foster, Director: Gary pursued a career in ar-
chaeology from 1975 to 1986 working on historic 
and prehistoric sites in Southern Ontario and Alberta. 
These pursuits resulted in several publications culmi-
nating in a position as Project Archaeologist respon-
sible for the preservation, identification and analysis 
of precontact archaeological resources in all Parks 
Canada properties in Ontario—four National Parks, 
three historic canal systems and other federal proper-
ties. In 1986, he moved to Belleville pursuing a ca-
reer at Campbell Monument. He also applied analyti-
cal perspective of material cultured by archaeologists 
in the study of historical monuments in the Quinte 
region. He has conducted  numerous  cemetery  tours  

Have You Checked Out Our 
New Public Presentations? 

 
We were very disappointed when we had to shut 
down our monthly Public Presentations at Mara-
natha due to the COVID-19 pandemic. But, of 
course, the well-being of our friends and volun-
teers was our central concern.  
 
We have found a different way to bring to you 
some excellent local, historical stories thanks to 
filmmaker Sean Scally. He has allowed us to use 
a series of documentary films which he pro-
duced—and they are very entertaining and in-
formative. From the comfort of your own warm 
and comfortable home, you can enjoy great sto-
ries. 
 
In the month of December we brought you two 
films, Ritchie’s Folly—The Central Ontario 
Railway and Moving Mountains—Blairton Iron. 
And we will be bringing you additional films 
throughout the winter months.  
 
All of these documentary films are available on 
our Facebook page (@HastingsHistory); on 
YouTube (Hastings County Historical Society); 
on Twitter (@CountyHastings) and on Instagram 
(@HastingsHistory). Also, of course, you can 
find a link on our website,  
 

HastingsHistory.ca 

 

Correction: In the November Outlook story of “The 
Bicycle Courier of Belleville,” the correct spelling 

of the store’s name is Livesey’s Meat Market. 
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and public presentations on these subjects.  

Gerry Fraiberg, Director: Gerry is a veteran com-
municator with twenty years in radio news experi-
ence, including sixteen as morning news reader at 
CJBQ. He is an accomplished videographer, produc-
ing many videos for education, marketing and public 
relations. Gerry is a contributor to Belleville Maga-
zine produced by the City’s Economic Development 
Department and to County and Quinte Living maga-
zine. He serves on the Belleville Public Library 
Board and the Technical Committee of the Belleville 
Theatre Guild. He has served on DocFest organizing 
committee, Quinte Health Care Advisory Council and 
the board of Big Brothers and Sisters. He has also 
appeared in several plays. 

Orland French, Past-president: Orland has been a 
member of the Society for twenty years, including ten 
as president and seven as Past-president. He was a 
career journalist with Canadian newspapers, includ-
ing seven years as a political columnist with The 
Globe and Mail. After teaching journalism at Loyal-
ist College, he became a writer and publisher of his-
tory books. His work has been recognized officially 
by both the City of Belleville and County of Has-
tings, and he is a recipient of the Governor-General’s 
Caring Canadian Award.   

Diane Godbout, Director: A member of the Society 
for two years, Diane was born in Belleville, graduat-
ed from Queen’s University and retired from Bell 
Canada. After retirement she became a contract man-
ager for Nortel until it closed. She served as director 
of Belleville Chamber of Commerce 1991/92. Diane 
was 911 coordinator to implement 911 service across 
Hastings County. From 1998/2004 she served as 
Governor at Loyalist College. She is currently Past-
president of Seventh Town Historical Society and 
Marilyn Adams Genealogical Research Centre, hav-
ing served as President for eight years.  

Amanda Hill, Archivist: Amanda qualified as an ar-
chivist in England in 1990 and has worked at Canter-
bury Cathedral Archives, the Essex Record Office 
and the Universities of Oxford and Manchester. In 
2007, she moved to Prince Edward County and has 
worked as archivist for the Town of Deseronto and 
the Archives Association of Ontario. Since 2015, she 
has been archivist for the Community Archives of 
Belleville and Hastings County and a director of the 
Historical Society. In her free time, Amanda is likely 
to be found tending to her vegetable garden and 
greenhouse.  

Stanley Jones, Vice-president: Born in Chandler, 
Quebec, Stanley grew up in a small town before 

moving to Quebec City to study engineering. After 
graduation, he moved to Belleville and worked at 
Nortel for twenty years. After that adventure ended, 
Stanley and his wife, Genevieve, having taken root in 
Belleville, stayed on. Stanley has an avid interest in 
politics and old buildings. He has purchased and re-
stored dilapidated buildings and has participated in 
the local Architectural Conservancy Ontario branch 
and has served on the local heritage advisory board, 
Heritage Belleville. Stanley ran for Belleville City 
Council on several occasions, but failing to gain suf-
ficient support, has continued to follow local, provin-
cial, federal and world politics from the sidelines.  

Jim Kennelly, Director: Born in Kingston, Jim grew 
up on a farm in Marysville and attended school in 
Lonsdale. He attended high school in Toronto and 
Brome Lake, QC. He received a BA at the University 
of Windsor and a BEd at Queen’s University where 
he met his wife, Sandy. He taught in Toronto for two 
years before he settled in Marysville. Jim was teach-
er, consultant and administrator with the Algonquin-
Lakeshore Catholic District School Board. After re-
tirement he served on that Board as trustee, vice-chair 
and chair. Now, fully retired, with Sandy, he enjoys 
gardening, genealogy, memoire writing, Tyendinaga 
history, guitar, golf and curling when not visiting 
their four daughters and twelve grandchildren.  

Gary Nicoll, Director: Gary moved to Belleville in 
1985 while continuing his 40-year career in the com-
mercial printing industry. He is part owner of a large 
printing company based in Cobourg and dealing with 
customers from Kingston to Toronto. The company 
specializes in printing for the hospitality industry. 
Gary has a lifetime interest in history and particularly 
older homes, having lived in and renovated/restored 
eight Victorian homes. He has enjoyed curling at the 
Quinte Curling Club for over twenty years and has 
served on their board for seven of the past eleven 
years.  

Trevor Parsons, Secretary and Chair, Education 
Committee: Trevor is a second-year PhD student in 
Canadian political history at the University of Water-
loo with particular focus on the intersection of con-
servativism, imperialism and nationalism in English 
Canada during the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries and the connections between Anglo-
Canadians and other settler societies in Southern Af-
rica and Australasia. Trevor serves on the Glanmore 
Advisory Committee and is the former vice-chair of 
Heritage Belleville.  He enjoys horror movies, read-
ing and collecting stamps, older monies and political 
memorabilia.  
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Steve Young, Director: Originally from High River, 
Alberta, Steve studied theatre at the University of 
Alberta and the Banff School of Fine Arts. Since 
2001, Steve has led his own talent management 
agency providing advice and mentorship to Canadian 
actors, directors and writers. He served on the Board 
of the Talent Agents and Managers Association of 
Canada 2008/13. Earlier, he was Casting Director for 
the CBC in Toronto for ten years. In 2005, he and his 

partner discovered the historic Village of Lonsdale 
where they own a post-and-beam home. Steve pur-
sues his keen interest in native plants, woodland gar-
dening and dry-stone walling. He has a passion for 
architecture and the preservation of our built environ-
ment. He and his partner are avid travelers visiting 
numerous architecturally important homes that are a 
public  trust.   They are  avid  collectors  of  antiques,  
mid-century modern furniture and ceramics.  

 
 
 
 

 
Pick up your copy of these two fine books at the Community Archives 
in the Library/Archives building, 2nd floor. 
 
Showcased in the October edition of Outlook, Belleville in the First World War, published by the 
Hastings County Historical Society, is also available at the Community Archives. You will also find 
it at Chapters at the Quinte Mall, Belleville and at Books and Company in Picton. 

He didn’t want to be prime minister. Belleville’s Mackenzie Bowell 
had his life mapped out. History has often given him bad press, but 
there was so much more to the man. Betsy Dewar Boyce believed 
that the time had come to give Mackenzie Bowell a chance to speak 
for himself, to set the record straight. Set in the turbulent times of a 
Canada caught in the throes of growing pains in becoming a nation, 
The Accidental Prime Minister: The Biography of Sir Mackenzie 
Bowell chronicles the beliefs and events that shaped the man who 
would become Canada’s fifth prime minister. This telling will chal-
lenge what you thought you knew. Read and learn the exciting de-
tails! 
329 pages, $30 

It’s Reading Time Again  
By Michelle Hutchison 

Winter has us in its clutches! And, we’re still hunkering down with 
COVID restrictions. What to do? May we suggest, grab a book and 
settle down for a good read. 
 
Rich in working class roots, Belleville’s Foster Ward, popularly 
known as “The Wharf,” has a diverse and storied past. Perhaps one of 
its best-known icons was the Wharf Street Debating Club. Dockside 
Democracy, authored by master storyteller C.W. (Bill) Hunt, spins us 
a tale of folk, some famous, some infamous, who walked the planks of 
the club. What began as a refuge for the working man is perhaps best 
remembered for its pre-election “bun feeds,” where those who sought 
to govern the city were grilled and roasted. In these pages, we are 
treated to stories of some of the most colourful characters in 
Belleville’s history, and we are spellbound by their exploits.  
198 pages, $10 
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Next, the birth certificates of their children. Back to 
ScotlandsPeople,  and  there  a   surprise  awaits.   The 
first-born child was not James, but a boy named Rob-
ert, born on March 17, 1775 in Cothill in the parish of 
Alves, Moray. I was unable to find the record of a 
burial for Robert as a child, so it is possible that he 
chose not to accompany his family to Canada. At six-
teen, he would have been old enough to work.  

A second surprise was the discovery of the birth of 
twin boys, Alexander and James Russell who were 
born on May 5, 1776, in Cothill, parish of Alves. 
There is a record of the death of an Alexander Russel, 
son of John Russel, on September 5, 1789, in the par-
ish of St. Andrews and St. Leonards in the county of 
Fife near Edinburgh. The birth of Elizabeth (see be-
low) occurred in the same area of Scotland as the 
death of this Alexander Russel. However, there is no 
corroborating evidence that this is the Alexander I am 
searching for. If James’s twin did not die young, he 
could simply have chosen not to join his family on 
their transatlantic passage. 

Next, I searched for the birth certificate of Ann, but 
was unable to find her under any variant of her name. 
I did, however, find the record of the birth of a Jean 
Russell, daughter of a John Russell and a Margaret 
Johnstone in the parish of Kinloss in Moray in 1780. 
Canadian records, for the most part, list this second 
daughter as Jane. An explanation can be found in 
ScotlandsPeople where it states that some Scottish 
names are completely interchangeable, providing the 
example, “Jane could be recorded as Jean, Jessie or 
Janet.”  

The birth of Elizabeth, daughter of John Russell, 
brewer’s servant and Margaret Johnston was recorded 
as occurring on March 13, 1787, in the parish of St. 
Cuthbert’s, Edinburgh with the baptism on March 16, 
witnessed by the congregation of West Church. This 
suggests the family had moved close to Edinburgh 
some time in the mid- to late-1780s with the birth of 
Elizabeth occurring two years before the death of an 
Alexander Russel in the same area. 

Finally, I searched for the birth and baptismal certifi-
cate of Margaret Johnston herself. I could find only 
one Margaret Johnston born in the parish of Alves in 
Moray whose date of birth would make her young 
enough to have children as late as 1797. This record 
gives the names of her parents as James Johnston and 
Anna Collie with her date of birth February 8, 1751. 
The name of one of the four witnesses at the baptism: 
Margaret Collie. On the record of the baptism of twins 
Alexander and James is the name of one of the eight 
witnesses: Cathrine Collie.  

Margaret from  
Moray—Tracing  

Margaret Simpson 
 

By Laurel Bishop 
 

On the 200th anniversary of the arrival in Canada of 
Margaret Simpson, later tavern owner in Belleville, 
her 3x great-granddaughter Lois Foster traced the life 
of her pioneer ancestor for the October 1991 issue of 
Outlook. Basing her article on the extensive research 
she had undertaken over the years, Lois first recount-
ed how Margaret, nee Johnston, and her first husband, 
John Russell, and their four children called James, 
Ann, Jane and Elizabeth came to Canada in 1791 
from the parish of Alves in Moray, Scotland. Lois had 
discovered a great deal about the Canadian part of 
Margaret Simpson’s life. Would a search of church 
registers in Scotland reveal any records of births, 
marriages or deaths for Margaret Simpson and her 
family? As Church of Scotland parish registers are 
available in digital form on the ScotlandsPeople 
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk website, I decided to 
start there.   

First, Margaret’s marriage certificate. This search was 
chosen ahead of that for her birth. There could be 
many women named Margaret Johnston in the regis-
ters, but fewer who had married a John Russell. As 
her son James on arrival in Canada was able to obtain 
a post in the Engineering Department in Kingston 
through his connection to a relative and employee, 
also known as James Russell, we can assume that 
Margaret’s son was at least in his teens, say 17, in 
1791 giving him a birth year of 1774. His three sib-
lings were “all in their early teens or younger.” 

Margaret’s husband John Russell died shortly after 
the family arrived in Canada. The Rev. John Lang-
horn recorded his burial on August 30, 1791, as well 
as the marriage two years later of widower James 
Simpson of Ernest Town and widow Margaret Rus-
sell of Fredericksburgh on November 14, 1793. A son 
John was born in 1795 and another son George was 
born in 1797.  

If Margaret Johnston were in her twenties and mar-
ried John Russell in 1773, a year before James was 
born, that would still allow her to bear the youngest 
of her children in her late forties. Searching Scotlands 
People, we find the record of a marriage between 
John Russell and Margaret Johnston on February 23, 
1774, in the parish of Alves, Moray.  

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk


 

I am reasonably confident that the records found in 
ScotlandsPeople, except for the one listing the death 
of an Alexander Russel, are those of members of 
Margaret’s family. The birth dates of the children are 
not inconsistent with their presumed ages in the Land 
Petitions of Upper Canada, 1763-1865 compiled by 
Library and Archives Canada. In these documents is 
recorded a request for land dated May 25, 1797, 
wherein the “four children, James, Ann, Jane and 
Elizabeth” are mentioned. It refers to “The three for-
mer of which are now of age.” James would have 
been 21, the age of majority for men in Upper Cana-
da; Ann, about 18; Jean, 16; and Elizabeth, 10. And 
Elizabeth would have been 16 when she married 
Charles Huff of Adolphustown on August 26, 1803.  

 

                

 Daily Life for Our  

Earliest Settlers in Madoc 
 

By Richard Hughes 
 

As we consider daily life in 2020, surrounded by 
every household comfort and convenience, with cars 
for easy transportation and electronics for immediate 
connections around the world, have you ever taken a 

few minutes to think about what the earliest men and 
women opening up new areas for settlement faced? 

From letters written to the editor of the North Has-
tings Review in Madoc in the 1880s, recalling life 
there 60 years earlier, we get a first-hand description. 
Previous to the arrival of the first Europeans, the Ma-
doc area was inhabited by camps of Indigenous peo-
ples. However, in 1824, David Zeron and his family 
headed north along forest trails, accompanied by a 
few prospectors, with the intention of becoming the 
first settlers in Madoc township. As the story goes, 
when they reached the township line, the group 
stopped and allowed Mrs. Zeron to go forward and 
become the very first person to enter Madoc town-
ship. At that time, the place they decided to set up 
camp was in thick hemlock woods. Some others soon 
followed, and a “little colony” was formed consisting 
of 37 individuals living in a collection of log shanties.  

In the earliest days, one of the main products of the 
area was potash, obtained by burning the hardwood 
logs as the pioneers cleared the land, passing the ash-
es through water to create lye.  This was gathered into 
barrels to be sold in Belleville. They were transported 
using oxen and homemade carts, and the trip, which 
was made only once each year, could take several 
days. 
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Madoc 1910 



 

Very early on, about 1829, a school was established: 
a log shack 20 feet square, with a floor made of split 
and hewn basswood slabs. The seats were made of 
cedar logs also split and hewn, with wooden pegs for 
legs. The rough-hewn logs were used as there was no 
sawmill in the area at that time. The school was so 
cold in winter that the teacher, fully dressed with a 
big bearskin cap, would move his desk to the vicinity 
of the stove, while the students suffered in the cold.  

Soon a sawmill was established and then a grist mill, 
and the settlement grew rapidly in the next 30 years 
with churches, a school, a foundry, dry goods and 
hardware stores, hotels, law firms, and livery stables, 
among others. The village was growing successfully, 
and then came gold fever in the 1860s and a mad rush 
of prospectors. And with it, the rapid building of ho-
tels, taverns and stores, again basic wooden struc-
tures. After the gold rush, the village settled once 
again into a quiet existence which was rudely disrupt-
ed by a tragic fire in 1870 which destroyed one half 
of the business section, followed by another fire 
which engulfed much of the remaining village.  

The residents and the merchants, however, remained 
optimistic, seeing a bright future for the village. They 
rebuilt the business section with solid blocks of brick 
buildings, with stores featuring plate glass windows. 
The former wooden churches were also replaced with 
fine solid stone and brick buildings. The village of 
Madoc was thus solidly established, moving from log 
shacks in the deep woods to a vibrant little communi-
ty in just 50 years. The hardships of the early years 
became stories to relate to grandchildren.  
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Outlook is published nine months of the year for members and friends of the 

Society. Submissions can be sent to:   

outlook.hastingshistory@gmail.com 

 

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed 
in the Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds both 
legal and moral rights to the material, and grants permis-
sion to the Hastings County Historical Society to use this 
material in print and/or electronically. The opinions ex-
pressed in articles submitted to the Outlook are those of 
the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Hastings County Historical Society, its Board or its mem-
bers. 
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How Will Our  

Community Remember 
COVID-19? 

 
The Community Archives is collecting memo-
ries and photographs of the COVID-19 experi-
ence in Belleville and Hastings County. If you 
would like to take part, please send your 
thoughts or your photos to archives@cabhc.ca.  
 
Help us record this unusual time for the re-
searchers of the future! 
 
Amanda Hill, Archivist 

tel:613-967-3304
about:blank

