


ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.
THIRD LECISLATIIRE-FOBTH SESSION

January 9th, 1879.
At three o’clock yesterday afternoon the 

Ontario Legislature was opened with the 
usual impressive formalities by his Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor. The floor and 
galleries of the Assembly Chamber were 
crowded, and there was a fair representa
tion of every class of the community. 
Among those present were Chief Justice 
Hagarty, Chief Justice Moss, Chancellor 
Spragge, Mr. Justice Paterson, Mr. Justice 

\ hue, Mr. Justice Morrison, Mr. Jus- 
t.ce I’.nr ton, .Judge McKenzie, Rev. Dr. 
Topp, Rev. Mr. Walla ce, Rev. Dr. Ryer
son, Hon. Mr. McMaster, Hon. D. L. 
M.-i<’p!iersoii, ll<.n. G. W. Allan, Hon. G. 
Brown, Mon. Mr. McMurrich, Mr. J. A. 
>iii!iiors, Consul, German Empire; Mr. 
B. H omer Dixon, Consul-General, Nether- 
lands ; Hon. Edward Blake, Hon. Alex. 
Mackenzie, Hon. Alex. Morris, Sheriff 
Jarvis, His Worship the Mayor, Aid. Close, 
Dr. Hodgins, Col. Durie, Major Denison, 
Mr. A. 11. Dymond, Mr. N. F. Davin, the 
M . ■■* Macdonald, Mrs. ami Miss How
land, Mrs. and the Misses Burton, Miss 
Crooks, Miss Blake, Mrs. Mackenzie, 
Miss Macpherson, Miss Dupont, Miss 
Fraser, Miss Evans, Mrs. Moss, Mrs.

. Gordon Brown, Mrs. J, D. 
Edgar, Mrs. and the Misses Vankoughnet, 
Mrs. P. M. Keogh.

His Honour was escorted to the Parlia
ment buildings from Government House by 
tiie ( o>\rrnor < h ncral'• body guard, com
manded by l.iciit.-l ol. G. T. Denison, and 
was received by a guard of honour formed 
from the Tenth Royals, under command of 
Captain l’at'TMoii. His Honour, accom
panied by his Aidc-de-Canip, Captain Grant, 

. • :' i the Chamber shortly after three 
o’clock ami read the speech from the 
Throne as follows :—
JUr. Speaker, ami Gentlemen of the Legislative As-

It it with much pleasure and satisfaction that I 
once more meet you, assembled for the discharge of 
those ven* Important functions which, under our 
constitution, devolve upon the members of a Pro
vincial Awcmbly.

It VOQld have been most gratifying to me had I 
been able to congratulate you upon a complete re
turn of llnain i-il tn i eommt r i kl prosperity to our 
• •■uotry. Hut ulnle a partial renewal of trade and 
a moderately good harvest have afforded a measure 

causes h tve checked our progress 
and compelled a longer endurance of a period of de
pression.

Whi'e, however, our agriculturists are suffering 
from the low prioes of gralri and other produce, it 
h moat satisfactory to notice the already extensive 
and between ‘Ontario and Europe in

-attic, horses, sheep, meats, and dairy products, 
In whi. h manj of <>ur enterprising citizens are now 
(Nttagrd, with, I trust, profitable results to theni- 
■clroa, and certainly, to the benefit of the country 
at large.

You will, I know, have shared in the general 
fooling of pleasure txotted by the selection, as the 
■UCoesaor of the Earl of Dufferin, of a nobleman so 
<li*tir.guish< d for his personal worth, and his varied 
at'slnmcnts, m the new Governor-General of Can
ada.

The spontaneous wolcome accorded to his Excel
lence has been rendered more than ordinarily warm 
ami enthusiastic b\ the fact that he is accompanied 
bv bta I’.histrious consort, her Royal Highness the 
l'r . seuee is a fresh proof of
the deep interest felt by our Gracious Sovereign in 
the welfare of her Canadian subjects, and a renewed 
pledge of the close and loyal bond which unites the 
Mop minion to the Empire and the
Throne.

N- r can I refrain from expressing the sympathy 
we all must (eel In the bereavement which has cast 
a cloud over the earlier days of the residence of her 
Royal llighnns among us.

ft b a subject for congratulation that the long- 
petnl.- K between Ontario and Quebec,

ting the division of the public debt and assets 
of the Province of Canada, has since your last 

'.■>-•■I b\ tin- judgment of the Privy 
was submitted. The eon- 

mnti.ui <-f Ontario has been sustained, and the ad- 
•heir Lordships to her Majesty 

affirmed the validity of the award.
It h also my pleasing duty to call your attention I 

H.-ttiviiM-nt by arbitration of the northern and
• • ' ■ ''it tri 1 sam e you last assem-

Mod. The decision of the arbitrators declares the 
■ lariee of the Province to extend to the waters

- nay oh the north, and to the north-west 
angle of the Lake of the Woods on the west, these 
y fa embracing as area of many thousand square 
mile* beyond the limits to which the claim of the 
Dominion since 1871 would have confined us. You 
uii! be invited to approve of a measure having for 
its object the preservation of order, the administra
tion of jnstico and the encouragement of settlement 
and enterprise in this territory. I have reason to 
believe that the outlay necessary to secure these 
objt . H will bo more than compensated by the 
revenue to bo derived from the country.

Tho illustration of our provincial system of educa- j 
tion exhibited at thu Universal Exposition held at | 
Pan • during the past year was one of the most in
teresting features of thu Canadian department, and 
prmitrntd a ver) favourable impre-sion upon all who 
witnessed it. It is encouraging to know that not 
only are tho efforts to promote the liberal and useful 
education of our puoplo at home increasingly appre
ciated by them, but that the Province of Ontario has 
by this means gained uo small honour and distinc
tion in the eyes of the world at large.

1 am glad also to learn that through the energetic 
efforts of our j>eoplu to make the Canadian Exhibi
tion at Paris successful, a stimulus has been given

to several branches of manufacturing industry in 
Ontario, and that a considerable trade is likely to 
dovelop itself as the resultof the more widely-known 
value and excellence of certain classes of our manu
factured goods. \

I desire-to commend to your continued attention 
the subjects of municipal assessment, of exemption 
from local taxation, and of sanitary laws and arrange
ments.

The recent discoveries in the application of arti
ficial light to domestic purposes, and the probability 
that the progress of scientific enquiry may lead to 
important changes in the method of heating and 
lighting our streets and buildings, have suggested 
the advisability of providing by a general Act the 
powers necessary fo enable companies to make such 
changes in their arrangements as may be necessary 
to meet the public demands.

The proceedings at election trials, and in connec
tion with the rectification and adjustment of the 
voters’ lists, have suggested the expediency of some 
supplementary provisions which will be embodied 
in a measure to be submitted to you.

A bill will be submitted to you for the purpose of 
extending the right of voting for school trustees to 
those classes of parliamentary electors who have 
not hitherto enjoyed that privilege,

You will also be invited to consider a bill to 
simplify the laws relating to juries, and thereby to 
render the jury system less costly, without impair
ing its efficiency.

The new reformatory for women will be completed- 
during the present year. You will be asked to ap
prove a measure required to legalize the application 
of this building to penal and reformatory purposes, 
and to provide for such other matters as may be 
needed to carry out the objects for which the Insti
tution is designed.

The advantages which, in certain districts, have 
attended a liberal expenditure in drainage opera
tions, will, 1 trust, induce you to regard favourably 
a proposal to apply a further sum for the encour
agement of works of this description, by the pur
chase of Municipal Debentures issued for the pur
pose, and which, while they supply the municipal
ities with an easy and economical means of raising 
the money needed, afford at the same time a safe 
investment of a portion of our surplus funds.

1 have directed that the Public Accounts of re
ceipts and expenditure shall be laid before you.

The estimates for the current year will be pre
sented to you at an early day. They will exhibit, I 
doubt not, a due regard for economy, while framed 
with the desire to meet demands upon the Treasury 
tending to the advancement of the public welfare.

I shall rejoice to know that your deliberations, 
during the session now opening, have resulted in 
strengthening your claims upon the respect and 
(Confidence of your fellow-countrymen.

His Honour then left the House.
Mr. SPEAKER took the chair at 3.40. 

NEW MEMBERS.
Mr. SPEAKER announced that the va

cancies which, during the recess, had oc
curred in the following constituencies, had 
been filled :—South Simcoe, Algoma, West 
Elgin, Monck, Toronto East, and North 
Essex.

The new members were then introduced 
in the following order

Mr. McLaws (West Elgin), by Mr. Mowat 
and Mr. Wilson.

Hon. Alex. Morris (East Toronto), by 
Mr. Meredith and Mr. Lauder.

Mr. Lyons (Algoma), by Mr. Mowat and 
Mr. Hardy.

Mr. Parkhill (South Simcoe), by Mr. 
Lauder and Mr. Merrick.

Mr. Harcourt (Monck), by Mr. Mowat 
and Mr. Baxter.

Mr. White (North Essex), by Mr. Mere
dith and Mr. Lauder.

THE SPEECH.
Mr. SPEAKER informed the House that 

he had received a copy of the speech of his 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor.

Mr. MOWAT moved that the speech be 
considered to-morrow. .

The motion was carried. 
MISCELLANEOUS MOTIONS.

Mr. MOWAT introduced the usual pre
liminary resolutions providing for the first 
reading of the bill to provide for the admin
istration of oaths of office to persons ap
pointed ’as Justices of the Peace, for the 
printing of the Votes and Proceedings, for 
the appointment of Select Standing Com
mittees, for the withdrawal from the House 
of members whose seats, being in question, 
were under consideration, and for the de
claring of any attempt to bribe members a 
misdeameanour.

The motions carried.
The House adjourned at 3.50,

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

THIRD LEIJISLATURE-FOURTH SESSION

January 10.
The Speaker took the chair at three 

o’clock.
Prayers were said by Rev. Dr. Young. 

THE ADDRESS.
Mr. HARCOURT moved the passage of 

an address to his Honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor in reply to the Speech from the 
Throne. In doing so he expressed confi
dence in the leader of the Government, 
and, alluding to the opening clauses of the 
speech, attributed the light manner in 
which the depression in trade had fallen on 
the Province to encouragement given by 
the Government to public enterprises. He 
regretted the departure of Lord Duflerin, 
who had endeared himself to all classes of 
the community—(hear, hear)—and who 1 
had identified himself with every phase of I 
Canadian life, and had made his influence 
for good felt throughout the Dominion. 
The Marquis of Lome, his successor, was 
welcome for his own sake, and thrice wel
come for the sake of his Royal wife, the 
giftqd and amiable daughter of a Queen 
who would always receive the devoted 
homage ef the Canadian people. (Ap
plause.) After paying a tribute to the 
memory of the late Princess Alice, 
who, too, was* “modest, all-accomplished, 
wise,'’ he alluded to the boundary question, 
congratulating the House on the settlement 
of the North-Western boundary dispute in 
a manner which* must have been satisfac
tory to the most ardent well-wisher of this 
Province. 'flic progress of education was 
most satisfactory, and the Minister of edu
cation had fulfilled his duties in a manner 
pleasing to leading men on both sides of 
politics. There were, however, some minor 
defects in our educational system, to which 
he would refer during the session. The 
law reforms foreshadowed in his Honour’s 
speech would, he was sure, subserve the in
terests of the country, introduced as they 
would be by a gentleman who had been a 
true and upright judge, and one who 
thoroughly understood the law. He was 
glad to hear that the Public Accounts would 
show that the revenues of the Province 
had been husbanded, and he sincerely 
hoped that the leader of the Opposition 
would not accept the figures and 
the statements of the honourable 
Senator from Saugeen regarding the 
financial position of the Province. 
He congratulated the leader of the 
Opposition on the honour conferred upon 
him by his friends who had elected him to 
that position. (Applause.) He believed 
that the services of the hon. member would 
bo appreciated by his friends throughout 
the country, and lie hoped that those 
services would be so thoroughly appreciated 
that the hon. gentleman would continue to 
lead the Opposition------

Mr. BRODER—To lead it on to victory.
Mr. HARCOURT——No. I hope that 

his services will be so appreciated that he 
will lead the Opposition for the next 
twenty years at least. (Laughter ) He 
concluded by repeating that he had great 
pleasure in moving the adoption of the Ad
dress. (Applause.)

Mr. McLAWS, in second ng the motion, 
heartily concurred in what had fallen from 
the lips of the previous speaker in regard 
to the confidence the House and the country 
felt in the Government. He expressed his 
belief that the finances had been economi
cally administered, and that the grants to 
railways and to the farmers’ drainage fund 
had been productive of great good. The 
boundary question, he was pleased to 
kndw, had been satisfactorily settled, and 
had resulted in a gain to Ontario of a large 
quantity of good lands. It would be use
less, however, to throw these lands open, 
unless a grant was made for the construc
tion of colonization roads, and he thought 
the Government were prepared to take this 
course. He paid tribute to the services 
rendered by liis predecessor, Mr. Hodgins, 
in regard to the arbitration question. A 
good measure promised in the address was 
the extension of the franchise in regard to 
the election of Schosl Trustees. He con
sidered that the country was indebted to 
the Government for an excellent drainage 
law, which must be productive of good re
sults. With regard to the financial admin- ■ 
istration of the Government it had been so 
satisfactory that it was useless to discuss 
it. They had spent large sums of money 
on public works without extravagance or 
jobbery, and a handsome surplus remained 
on hand. (Applause). p

ON THE FIRST CLAUSE.
Mr. MEREDITH arose to speak, amidst 

applause from both sides of the House. 
He said he trusted that he would not be 
open to the charge of forming himself into 
an admiration society, when he returned 
the, compliment of 'the hon. member for 
Monck, and congratulated him on the 
speech he had made in moving the reply 
to the address. He wished, for the sake 
of the country, that he could congratulate 
the G overnment also on the bill of fare it 
had presented to the House. It seemed to 
him, that, having in view the first para
graph in which his Honour made reference 
to the important functions of the Legisla
ture, it was strange that the House should 
be called upon to deal with such trilling 
and small matters as were alluded to in the 
speech. It seemed to him that the Govern
ment, if it really recognized the importance 
of the functions of the House, might have 
indicated that it had a policy upon one or 
two important questions—questions in re
ference to which it was very evident they 
had no policy. One question upon which it 
w;>s ineunibent that they should submit a 
policy was that of the disposition of the 
large surplus which the hon. member for 
Elgin said was at the disposal of the Prov
ince. (Hear, hear.) In not indicating 
their intentions with reference to the sur- 
jdns of four and a half millions which they 
.claimed to have in hand, they were cer
tainly untrue to their duty and unworthy 
*.f confidence. Then, it seemed to him that 
a strong'government, such as hon. gentlemen 
opposite claimed to be, might have dealt 
with the question of tax exemptions, in
stead of having shirked it by referring it to 
a committee, last session, and by acting in 
ssuch a way regarding it this session, as 
4« make it evident that no legislation 
would take place upon it. In that matter 
hon. gentlemen had not come up to the re
quirements of the country. It had been 
charged to the Conservative party that 
they entertained a feeling of opposition to 
the Local Legislature and one in favour of a 
legislative union. He thought he could 
say for the side of the House on which he 
was seated, that there was no cne who 
favoured a position such as that, and that 
■there was no one who would ask the peo
ple of this country to take a retrograde 
step such as that. But, though he said 
that, it was to be borne in mind that we 
had in our several legislatures and our 
central Government a very expensive and 
complex system of machinery, and that we 
were, comparatively speaking, a poor 
country. The people of this country were 
beginning to look into this matter, and 
they expected retrenchment wherever pos
sible, with a view to cutting down the large 
expenses of legislation, and the party which 
should take hold of that question and deal 
with it—not in a cheese paring manner, but 
effectually—would deserve well of their coun
try, and would gain its confidence. His 
Honour referred in the speech to the de
pression which unfortunately had existed 
5a this country for some time, and expressed 
his regret that it had not been altogether 
removed. He (Mr. Meredith) wondered 
somewhat at the courage of hon. gentlemen 
opposite in placing a statement like that in 
the mouth of his Honour. For, who in 
Shis country were responsible for that con
dition of things 1 (Applause.) Upon whom 
should the responsibility for this state of 
things fall but, in some measure, the party 
of honourable gentlemen opposite 1 (Hear, 
hear.) He (Mr. Meredith) ventured to 
think that when this House met again, and 
when gentlemen sitting on the left of the 
Speaker were on his right—as they would 

4>e—(applause)—his Honour would be able 
so congrat ulate the House and the country 
.upon the prosperity which will then have 
been brought about in a great degree by the 
National Policy which had been approved 
of by the people, and which was shortly to 
be inaugurated. (Applause.) Gentlemen 
■oil the Opposition side of the House most 
heartily concurred in the congratulati *ns to 
the new Governor-General, and he (Mr. 
Meredith) had no doubt that the coining 
into Canada of the Marquis of Lorne and 
his distinguished consort would have the 
effect of improving the condition of this 
country and making the people of other 
.and older countries better acquainted with, 
the Dominion and with this portion of the 
Dominion in particular. He heartily agreed 
with the observations of the hon. member 
■for Monck with reference to the Earl of 
Dufferin and he ventured to say that 
though on political subjects there were 
.divergent views throughout the land, there 
■was only one sentiment entertained by the 
people with reference to the late Governor- 
General. And he thought the best wish 
anyone could express for the Marquis of Lorn e 
was that when he left the country he would- a--- :__ 1. . I, f . -1 a. ___J_



leave Benina mm a recoru sucn as that of 
his predecessor, and that, like him, he 
.would occupy a place in the hearts of the 
people. . It was, indeed, a subject of con
gratulation that the long pending con
troversy between the Provinces with re
gard to «.he arbitration was now at an end, 
and no doubt the result will be of ad
vantage to this Province. He did not 
k«! it hon. gentlemen opposite were en
titled to claim ranch credit for the settle- 
rm nt, the result of the arbitration being 
due to the (government or the late Mr. 
Saudfield Macdonald. There were several 
beneficial amendments to the election 
of school trustees proposed, and he 
•roped the hpn. minister would not ham
per that extension in the manner that the 
extension of the ordinary franchise had 
been hampered, but that he would extend 
it to the fullest extent in regard to the in
come voters. It seemed to him that this 
. lass of voters had not received that .treat

ment from the Reform party to which they 
were entitled. He was inclined to think . 
minor matters were referred to in 
the Address, the details of which would be 
developed at a later period, when they 
could be discussed. It would appear from 
one of the paragraphs that the recom
mendations of the member for one of the 
ridings of Huron had had their effect, and 
he would be entitled to the credit of being 
instrumental in securing a reform. He 
was glad the Minister of Education had 
conceived it his duty to propose an 
extension of the franchise in regard 
that when the Government introduced the 
measure for extending the franchise to in
come voters, they believed they would 
strengthen their own hands, but after the 
elections they found the contrary was the 
case, and they had since endeavoured to 
neutralize it.

Mr. FRASER—It is not neutralized 
since the introduction of the Bill.

Mr. MEREDITH—It is, by the provi
sion regarding the payment of taxes.

Mr. FRASER—Are you quite sure of 
that ?

Mr. MEREDITH said he was quite sure. 
He did not intend to detain the House at 
any greater length. An appeal would sosii 
be made to the country, and he ventured 
to think that the result would be favour
able to the party of which he was a mem
ber. (Cheers). When the Reformers 
formed their administration they did so by 
the abrogation of their principles, and they 
had now abandoned the last plank of their 
platform as a fitting close to their career. 
When in Opposition they pledged them
selves to be economical, and he believed 
that the House would have many proofs 
that they had violated that pledge. They 
had not looked broadly at the questions 
which had come up for consideration, but 
had taken narrow views of them, and 
had regarded the interests of the party 
rather than those of the country. 
He fancied that at the next elections they 
would give place to a party who at all 
events would endeavour to benefit the 
country, and would be true to their pledges 
and try to meet the requirements of the 
country by proper legislation at a proper 
time. (Cheers.)

Mr. MO WAT said that in case the cal
amity to which the hon. gentleman who 
had just sat down, had referred, overtook 
the country, it would be the first time that 

| Conservative promises had been fulfilled. 
He then congratulated the hon. gentleman 
on his election to the position of leader of 
the Opposition, and expressed a hope that 
under ins influence the debates would be 
carried on in a manner befitting the House. 
Regarding the hon. gentleman’s predeces
sor, he had to say that now he had been 
elevated to a judicial position, he could not 
do better than to avail himself of the op
portunity afforded him of saying that what
ever may have been his faults as a politi
cian, he would adorn the bench to which 
he had been elevated ; he would be an im
partial aud able judge, and it was 
the common hope of all parties that 
he might long live to discharge 
the duties he had assumed. (Applause.) 
He congratulated the House ou the acqui
sition of the hon. member for Monck, and 
expressed his regret at the loss of that 
gentleman’s predecessor, Dr. Haney, who 
was respected by members on both sides of 
the House. (Applause.) He rather won
dered that the hon. the leader of the Oppo
sition should have referred to subjects 
touched upon in the Address as trifling. 
That gentleman certainly could not include 
under that expression the boundary ques
tion or the differences between Ontario and 
Quebec, as by the settlement of the former 
the territory of the Province had been near

ly doubled, while the latter tended to settle 
the financial question. It was satisfactory 
to know that the hon. gentleman did not 
object to any measure which was fore
shadowed. And so far as the proposal of 
the hon. gentleman, that the Government 
should have a policy with regard to the 
surplus, it was a new departure on the part 
of the Opposition, and one entirely at 
variance with the views of the Opposition 
in former years. Then the hon. gentle
man said that because the Government did 
not propose to abolish tax exemption 
it was unworthy of confidence. By 
the same liue of argument, the 
friends of the hon. gentleman, when they 
were in power were not deserving of con
fidence, for they did not .abolish exemp
tions. He was glad to find that the hon. 
member repudiated the opinions of the 
chief organ of his party regarding local 
legislatures, for lie (Mr. Mowat) was sure 
that their abolition would tend to the in
jury of the Confederation. He denied that 
the Government had departed from its 
promise to inaugurate an era of economy. 
All the money expended by the Govern
ment had been well expended, and he 
could challenge the hon. gentleman to 
prove that the present Government had 
not given the people more for their money 
than the late Government had given. 
Every expenditure had been, he was sure, 
a great advantage to the country. The 
hon. gentleman had, lie was sorry to find, 
charged the Government with the respon
sibility for the depression.

Mr. MEREDITH—I said in a measure.
Mr. MOWAT—I should like to know 

how large that measure was. The fact 
was that the depression had been felt less 
in Ontario than in any other part of tha 
world, and if the Government was respon
sible for the depression, then it was 
also responsible for Ontario having 
suffered so little. The depression existed 
not because of the Government, but in spite 
of the Government, and the Reform paity 
had, indeed, relieved it. As reference had 
been made to the National Policy, he might 
say that the promise that the return of the 
Conservative party to power would im
mediately result in an improvement in the 
trade of the country, had not been carried 
out. Instead of an improBement having 
taken place, the reverse had been the case. 
Stocks were going down, prices were going 
down, wages were going down, and wheat 
was going down.

AN HON. MEMBER—And the On
tario Government is going down. (Loud 
laughter.)

Mr. MOWAT concluded by again con
gratulating the new leader of the Opposi
tion.

The paragraph then passed.
On the second paragraph,
Mr. MORRIS said it afforded him great 

pleasure to follow an old personal friend 
like Mr. Mowat, however he might differ 
from him in opinion, and he hoped 
nothing would occur to endanger the 
kind personal relations which had 
subsisted so long between him and the 
leader of the Government. He found him
self in a somewhat novel position. He had 
but recently returned to his native Prov
ince after a long absence, but he found 
himself surrounded by friends he had 
known in the past, and he trusted to keep 
those friends in the future. He. did not 
entirely agree with the views advanced by 
the Premier of Ontario. Teat hon. gen
ieman had chosen to introduce not only 
into the speech from the throne, but into 
his own speech, matters that were foreign 
to the Legislature. He had said that if the 
results of the policy on which the Domin
ion had pronounced so decidedly were to 
be a continuance of what has taken place 
during the past few weeks, before any pol
icy had been adopted, God help the coun
try. He (Mr. Morris) contended that it 
was a criminal thing on the part of any 
Government, when the people were in dis- 
tress and asked for legislative relief, to 
throw around themselves the mantle of sel
fishness, and leave the people to their own 
resources. (Cheers.) These questions 
were to a certain extent foreign to the arena 
into which they were introduced, but they 
had come up in this House on previous oc
casions, and when tfle challenge had been 
thrown down from the Speech from the 
Throne, aud the House were asked to de
clare that various causes had checked our 
progress and compelled a longer 
endurance of a period of depres
sion, he thought it should be accepted. 
He did not believe that measures could 
not have deen adopted to lessen the depres
sion, and the public evidently held the 
same opinion. He had read with consider
able interest the address delivered yester
day, and no one could feel greater satisfac

the Court ot Chancery, especially in regard 
to the foreclosure of mortgages. Some 
measure of reform was needed touching the 
administration of the affairs of that Court. 
In adverting to the reference made 
from the other side, to a necessity 
for further grants for colonization roads, 
he thought that the House should now pro
ceed with great precaution, and the strict
est economy was needed in every respect. 
(Applause.)

Mr. BETHUNE congratulated the House 
and the country on the position which the 
hon. member for London had recently been 
elected to. He was also glad to welcome t» 
the House the hon. member for East To
ronto; and he thought that the public men 
of the country should always be offered in
ducements to devote their attention to the 
Local Legislatures, which he did not think 
were destined to be abolished for years to 
come. It would be impossible for the House 
of Commons to deal efficiently with the local 
affairs of the various provinces. In touch
ing upon the finances of the country, he 
admitted the necessity for economy, and 
said he was free to admit that the charges 
of the Hon. Mr. Macpherson should be in
vestigated.

Hon. Mr. MOWAT—There is nothing in 
them. I do not see why you should pay 
attention to them.

Mr. BETHUNE -My hon. friend will 
find it is use to*pay attention to them. 
(Cheers.) He proposed to investigate the 
Senator’s tables himself. He asked, 
however, how it was that a member of 
another Legislature had made statements 
which should have come from the Opposi
tion. Was it that the hon. Senator not 
being so familiar with the details of finance 
as hon. gentlemen opposite, had made a 
iiuge mistake ’ Surely the vigilant mem
bers of the Opposition would never have 
remained silent, if this financial indictment 
were true. No doubt the members of the 
Opposition moved resolutions^ dealing in 
generalities, but they were so general that 
the House could not deal with them. In 
short, the Opposition wished to diseuss 
everything from a Dominion point of view, 
aud had even to get a Senator of the Do
minion to do their criticism. They did 
not wish to face Ontario politics, but 
wanted to sail into power on the favourable 
wave created by the last Dominion elec
tions. He proceeded to say that no doubt 
a saving could be effected by reducing the 
number of the members of the House, and 
it should be a question for consideration. 
A saving, also, could be made by a reduc
tion in the indemnity. In days gone by 
the members of the old Upper Canada As
sembly received two dollars a day, were 
paid by the County, and used to walk all 
the way to Niagara- (Laughter.)

A VOICE —What about their trunks ?
Mr. BETHUNE—Oh, they carried their 

( trunks. (Laughter.) But, joking aside, 
the present was evidently a period of re
trenchment ; and any reductions hon. 
members might make should certainly be
gin with themselves. They should not, 
like Tom Scott, the manager of an Ameri
can railroad, reduce the salaries of the 
employes, and continue to draw the full in
demnity themselves. The salaries of the 
public officers, he did not not think, were 
at all too high, and any cutting down should 
be in the indemnities and other items. He 
contended that in the Court of Chancery 
the delays were made as short as possible, 
that the Judges did all the work that fell 
to them, and that if further work was 
placed upon their shoulders three or four 
additional judges would have to be 
appointed. While speaking of the Court 
of Chancery, he would take the opportuni
ty of suggesting to the Attorney- 
General the desirability of his turn
ing his attention to the question 
of Masters' fees, with a view to 
relieving the suitors from the payment of 
such fees, and paying the Masters by sala
ries. He wished to say another word, 
which he hoped would not offend rhe At
torney-General, as his remarks on financial 
matters had.

Mr. MOWAT remarked that he was not 
offended. 11c only wished to say that 
Senator -Macpherson's pamphlet was not 
worth noticing.

Mr. BETHUNE said he thought it was, 
and the country thought it was. (Hear, 
hear.) He intended to examine it, and so 
did the people. But he wished to con
gratulate the Premier on the settlement of 
the controversy between Ontario and Que
bec, and he wished to say that though 

_ great credit was due to the present Ad 
ministration for the way in which the mat
ter had been placed before the Privy 
Council, still a great deal of credit was

tion than himself at the terms in which the 
Edrl of Dufferin had been referred to. Cir
cumstances had thrown him into intimate 
relations with his Lordship, aud he knew 
there was no firmer friend of the Dominion 
or of the Empire. Lord Dufferin had left 

_ our shores carrying with him the good 
opinions and affections of the people from 
the Pacitic slope to the Atlantic Ocean. 
The Government had done well in inviting 
the House’s expression of pleasure at Can
ada having lent to her a daughter of the 
Queen, with whom was associated one of 

I the sons of the old hereditary families of
Great Britain. Their presence here formed 
an additional link with the Empire which 
would be fully valued, and their career 
here would be as illustrious as that of Lord 
Dufferin a»d his Countess. He was glad 
to learn that his hon. friend had promised 
to deal with the large accession of territory 
gained by the Province as the result of the 
arbitration between the Dominion and the 
Province. IL trusted that when the mea
sure came before the House it would be 
found to prevent the locking up of 
portions of that territory — either 
mineral or timber lands—in the hands of 
private speculators. (Hear, hear.) Re
strictions should be imposed so as tc< pre
vent any man from grasping the soil and 
preventing the settler and the labourer 
from making a home. He did not see it 
was necessary to congratulate the Govern
ment on the fact that they intended to do 
all they could to facilitate the introduction 
pf artificial light. (Laughter.) He would 
only criticise one other paragraph in the 
Address, and he trusted that when the 
estimates came down they would be found 
to have been fr .med with a due regard to 
economy. After consulting with his friends 
in the House, he had concluded to move an 
amendment to the paragraph with the view 
of getting the sense of the House on the 
subject. He might regret that Dominion 
politics had been brought into this House, 

' but it was the Reform party who, during 
tl/e recent election, had cast to the winds

their own principle that there should be no 
alliance between the Dominion and Provin- 

: cial Governments. They all knew how the 
i Premier had divested himself of his official 
i gar', and had stood upon a public plat
form as a private citizen to advocate 
the claims of the Mackenzie Government, 
the address having invited the House to 
express its opinion as to the cause of the 
depression, he would conclude by moving 
the following resolution :—

“ That the words in the second para
graph of the speech from the throne, from 
‘ it’ to ‘ depression ’ be struck out and the 
following words substituted ‘ That this 
House, while deeply regretting that our 
country continues to suffer from a period of 
depression, is of opinion that such depres
sion might have been mitigated by judicious 
legislative action, and further regrets that 
the members of the Executive Council of the 
Province of Ontario did, during the recent 
elections to the House of Commons of 
Canada, identify themselves with the policy 
of those who opposed legislative interven
tion tending to the relief of the suffering 
industries of the country,”

The motion was lost in the following 
division

Ysas—Messrs. Baker, Barr, Bel], Boulter, Broder, 
Brown, Calvin, Code, Coutts, Creighton, Deacon, 
Flesher,Grange, Harkin, Kean, Lauder, Lone, Mc
Dougall. McGowan, Meredith, Merrick, Monk, Morris, 
Mostyn, Parkhill, Preston, Richardson, Rosevear, 
Scott, Tooley, White, Wigle, Wills—33.

Nays—Messrs. Baliantyne, Baxter, Bethune, Bon
field, Chisholm, Clarke' (Norfolk), Clarke (Welling
ton), Cole, Crooks, Currie, Deroclie, Ferris, I Inlay- 
son, Fraser, Gibson, Graham, Harcourt, Hardy, 
Hargraft. Hay, Hunter, Lyon (Algoma), Lyon 
(Halton), McCraney, McLaivs, McLeod, McMahon, 
Massie, Miller, Mowat, O’Donoghue, Paxton, Robin
soil Ross, Sinclair, Springer, Striker, Watterworth, 
Widdifield, Williams, Wilson, Wood—42.

On the third paragraph.
Mr. DEACON said he was glad to hear 

the sentiments of regard expressed for Lord 
Dufferin cheered from the Government side 
of the. House, as it showed they were re
pentant, because at one time the Reformers 
attacked his Excellency aud said he would 
leave the country unregretted. He was also 
glad that the Address expressed satisfac
tion at the award, which the Hon. 
Mr. Macpherson had a good deal to do in 
bringing about. He proceeded to say that 
as a measure in the direction of economy, 
he thought the country were of opinion 
that the number of the members of the 
House should be reduced, aud legislation 
of this kind should have been foreshadow
ed. The expenses on schools were also 
felt to be a burden on the people and some 
relief was needed in this direction. The 
extension of the franchise for School Trus
tees was a very trifling relief. It was to be 
regretted that nothing was suggested with 
the view of lessening the cost of suits in



•lue to the late Government of -Mr. Sand- 
field Macdonald for the attention it, and 

r especially Hon. E. B. Wood, paid to the 
question The Attorney-General also de- 

1 served credit for the assiduity with which 
ho had applied himself to the study of the 

j boundary question from day to day in liis

Mr. DEACON—He was not there in 
August last.

Mr. BETHUNE—Some of the hon. 
gentlemen opposite were out electioneering

Mr. MEREDI TH—But we are net sala
ried officers of the province.

Mr. BETHUNE—And I have no doubt ' 
that if hon. gentlemen opposite were in > 

*wer they would be just as anxious to i 
nclp their friends at Ottawa as the Minis
ters were to help theirs.

Mr. LAUDER—But you promised that 
you would not help them.

Mr. BETHUNE said he never advocated 
the doctrine that Local ministers should 
not interfere in Dominion elections ; and 
hr did not believe m the idea that the Pro- 
\ incial Secretary should be the only man in 
the County of Brant who was not allowed 
to speak on Dominion politics.

Mr. LAUDER - But he did not stay in

Mr. BETHUNE—What is there objec
tionable in his going to any county he

Mr. DEACON—The fact that he is a ser
vant of the Province, and we pay him to be 
here as Secretary.

Mr. BETHUNE thought it was all non- 
m-im to suppose that because a man was a 
Provincial minister he should not exercise 
his rights as a citizen, and address the elec- 
t »r«. provided that he also did his work.

Mr. MEREDITH -Why did you object 
t • Sandfield Macdonald doing it !

\l . BET Hl N E 1 raised no objection.
Mr. MEREDITH—But the Reform party 

d: < i
Mr. BETHUNE—-We are not living on 

wo are living on the present. If 
Provincial Ministers had anything to say 
to the people he did not see why they 
should be silent, and he had yet to learn 
that the Attorney-General or any of his 
colleagues left any duty unfulfilled in con- 

qucncc of the assistance they gave to the

Mr. LAUDER while giving the mover of 
the address credit for his speech, said, that 

i ntlemau was unfortunate in the remark 
which he made that the statements of an 
honourable Senator of this Dominion were 
erroneous. How did that gentleman know 
that the statements were erroneous ? And, 
why could he not take the view of 
the hon. member for Stormont
that the statements deserved to be en
quired into ? The reason must be ; 
that he had been posted as to what he was : 
to say. He was glad to find the hon. 
member for Stormont in an economical 
frame of mind, and his proposal that the 
members of t) e House should not follow 
the example of Tom Scott had a good deal 
of force in it. For who were the Tom 
Scotts of die House? The Tom Scotts

won* the Ministers ; therefore, according j 
to the hon. member for Stormont, the re- j 
ducti ui trust commence with them. And, 
the hon. gentlemau was correct when he 
intimated that unless the chiefs were pre
pared to have the pruning knife applied to 
themselves they should not apply it to the 
stokers and brakemen. (Applause.) He 
|M)iutod out that the Opposition had always 
favoured retrenchment, and had 
always endeavoured to prevent the 
Government from entering upon 
wasteful expenditure ; but it had 
not received the support of the 
hon. member for Stormont who, now that 
a general election was appioaching, was a 
great economist. The Government, he 

* 11 ■ ■'1. had not carried out the bargain 
into which it entered when the Ministerial

■ cased, to give their entire 
time to the duties of their offices. Neither 
had they pretended to act up to the doc
trine laid down by Mr. Blake as one ot the 
planks of the Reform party that there 

nrctii-ii betweemthe Domin
ion and Local Governments. They had 
indeed identified themselves with the 
Dominion Government in violation of the 
principle to which one of their number at 
least, the Minister of Crown Lands, had 
•nbeerib I • glad to find the hon, 
member for Stormont in his advocacy 
of the reduction of the number of legisla
te ., \ indicating the course of the Opposi- - 
tern w iien it opposed the addition of six 
NWH mben to the House four years ago. 
The imn. gentleman voted for that increase 
in the membership then, and opposed a mo
tion declaring that the increase was inex

pedient ; notwicnstanamg wincn facts, he 
now appeared in favour of reducing the 
number of legislators. His proposition to 
reduce the number from 88 to 50 was ra
ther a radical reform ; and while he (Mr. 
Lauder) could not say he would go in for 
that, he would promise to assist the hon. 
gentleman in a fair and reasonable reduc
tion in the number of members.

It being six o’clock,
Mr. LAUDER moved the adjournment 

of the debate.
The motion carried.
The House adjourned.

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

January 13.
The Speaker took the chair at three 

o’clock.
Prayers were said by Rev. Dr. Young. 

PETITIONS.
Mr. BELL presented the petition of the 

Corporation of the City of Toronto, re
specting property exempted from local 
taxation.

THE ADDRESS. ,
Mr. LAUDER resumed the debate on 

the third paragraph of the address. He 
pointed out that if the congratulatory 
paragraphs were taken from the speech, 
there would be very little left. The ex
emption qnestion was certainly spoken of; 
but it was evident that it was to be given 
the go-by again. The taking up of Edison’s 
electric lighting discovery by the Govern
ment as a policy was a most remarkable 
proceeding, and one not at all likely to im
prove the stock of gas companies. He 
hoped the Government would deal with the 
Voters’ List Act more judiciously than on 
former occasions, and that under the amend
ments proposed, no such scandal as the dis
franchisement of the County of Lincoln 
would be repeated. The settlement 
of the boundary and arbitration ques
tions was a matter for congratula
tion to the Province. It reflected 
great credit on the Government of the late 
John Sandfield Macdonald, and it vindi
cated the course which that Government 
took, and proved that the opposition which 
the Reform party offered to that course 
was not well founded. During the recess 
the little Government of Ontario had, he 
pointed out, been assisting the late big 
Government at Ottawa, and the Attorney- 
General must certainly have been sorry to 
find that the result of his efforts had been 
to leave his party friends in a minority in 
his own Province. The Attorney-General, 
in his opinion, owed it to the Legislature 
to inform it why he and his colleagues left 
their offices and neglected their duties in 
order to further the interests of the late 
Dominion Government. Referring to the 
last clause of the address, he pointed out 
that it meant “ keep your hold on your 
constituencies, ” which advice, put into the 
mouth of the Lieutenant-Governor, was 
very kind indeed. He impressed upon the 
Government the necessity of keeping down 
the expenditure, as the sources of revenue 
were fast falling away. A further 
increase in the expenses would certainly 
result in direct taxation, and it would be 
a sorrj’ day for the people of this Province 
when the taxgatherer went from house to 
house collecting the revenue. In view of 
this fact he would move that the third 
clause be struck out, and that the follow
ing words be inserted instead :—

That while we rejoice with yoar Honour in the 
development in any enterprise tending to the ad
vancement of the agricultural interests ot the coun
try, we are of opinion that it is of es-eiitial import
ance that the annual expenditure should be kept 
within the annual revenue of the Province.

Mr. PARKHILL, who, on rising, was 
received with great applause, attacked the 
Government for not proposing to reduce 
the salaries of Ministers and the indemnity 
to members, and hoped that some scheme 
for these purposes would be introduced 
before the close of the session. He pro
ceeded to criticize the general policy of the 
Government, and said it was a bad day 
for the Province when they took the places 
of Sandfield Macdonald’s Administration. 
In touching upon the school trustee elec
tions in rural districts, he said great diffi
culty was experienced in drumming up 
voters, and he hoped the fran
chise would be extended to far
mers’ sons and income voters. 
He moved in amendment to the amend

ment that all the words in the proposed 
amendment be struck out and the follow
ing substituted for the third paragraph

That while we rejoice with your Honour on the 
development of all means tending to the advance
ment of the agricultural interests, we are of opinion 
that the administration of the affairs of this Pro 
Vince should be conducted with the utmost economy 
consistent with efficiency, and in view of the general 
depression existing in the Province, the expenses of 
legislation and civil government should be reduced, 
particularly as regards the salaries ot Ministers 
and the indemnity to members of this House.

Mr. FRASER, after paying a compli
ment to the well-known ability of the re
cently elected leader of the Opposition, and 
congratulating the member for East Toronto 
on his appearance in that House, said it 
was a very creditable thing to the present 
Government that after eight years of 
power the Opposition could only point to 
two matters which had not been legislated 
upon. One was' the question of Exemp
tions, which were in existence before the 
Government came in, and were due to the 
legislation of Mr. Sandfield Macdonald. 
Opinions on this question were divided 
even among the Conservatives, and the 
matter was not ripe for legislation. The 
other matter was that there should have 
been some recoinpiendaticii as to the dis
posal of the surplus. He was glad the 
leader of the Opposition at last admitted 
that there was a surplus. This admission 
Knocked away all the arguments made by 
the Opposition during past sessions to show 
that the surplus liad been squandered.

Mr. LAUDER said he did not hear the 
member for London make such an admis
sion.

Mr. FRASER said the hon. gentleman 
was repudiating the utterances of his leader. 
The hen. member for East Grey attacked 
the Government for extravagance, but his 
statements were mostly taken from a pam
phlet issued outside the House, He con
tended it was not the duty of the Govern
ment to answer pamphlets or newspaper 
articles, but as the member for East Grey 
made some of the statements ia the pam- i 
phlet a part of his text, he (Mr. Fraser) 
would have fo refer to them. He asked 
how it was, if these statements were true, 
that the Opposition had never been able to 
discover the extravagance of the Govern
ment in former sessions, but had left it to 
be pointed out by an outsider. The pam
phlet referred to the members of the Gov
ernment as political pygmies. If this 
appellation were appiopriate, what name 
could be found for the members of the 
Opposition, who had for eight years been 
unable to stand against such pygmies. The 
pamphlet was an insult to the House and 
to the whole Province. He was free to 
admit that there was intelligence among 
the Opposition, and the reason they had 
been able to do nothing against the Govern- 
ipept was because there was nothing to find 
fault with. He proceeded to s»y that 
while the Opposition talked so much about 
extravagance, in 1872 they proposed to 
withdraw from the euln total of the esti
mates nothing greater than §500. (Laugh
ter. ) j

Mr. MERRICK—What about the in
crease to hospitalsand charities of §1,800 ’

Mr. FRASER said there was no motion 
directly asking for the reduction of this 
vote, but simply one which, while it con
curred in the grant, expressed regret that 
it had been increased to the extent of §1,800 
annually.

Mr. MEREDITH—What would have 
been the effect of this reduction ?

Jflr. FRASER—Simply to carry the 
whole grant, ide proceeded to say that in 
1873 the Opposition proposed to reduce tire 
estimates by §136,000, but of this amount 
§96,000 was for a building, viz , the Ot
tawa Normal School; so that the balance 
of reduction proposed on ordinary expendi
ture would be $39,000 only. In 1874, 
instead of a decrease being asked for, an 
increase was suggested.

Mr. SCOTT—Was not there a motion 
that year against increasing the number of 
representatives ’

Mr. FRASER admitted that there was 
such a motion, and that if the motion had 
carried, the expenses of the additional 
representatives would have been saved. In 
1876, the Opposition asked for reductions 
to the extent of §61,000, and in 1877 to 
the extent of §75,000, §27,300 of which 
was for colonization roads, and the only 
reduction jn salaries proposed was 
§2,000 for ths Inspector <;f Division 
Courts. In 1878, tho Opposition again 

'proposed to strike off §1,800 as 
salary of the Division Court Inspector, and 
also to decrease the salary of the President 
of the Agricultural College by §500. The 
total amount of reduction proposed was 
§59,200. He argued, therefore, that, with 
all the fuss they made, the Opposition had 
not been able in any one year to propose as 

reductions any out tne most inning sums, 
and consequently he inferred that no ex
travagance had been proved against the 
Government. He considered that in times 
such as this of Provincial prosperity, but• 
individual depression, it would be mon
strous to reduce official salaries, except in 
eases where these salaries should have 
never been increased. In replying to the 
remarks of the hon. member for East Grey, 
he denied that there was any record of the 
Reformers condemning Mr. Sandfield Mac
donald for the manner in which he dealt 
with the arbitration question ; and added, 
that instead of the Reformers attacking 
Mr. Sandfield Macdonald, it was hon. gen
tlemen opposite who were to blame for any 
bad treatment which Sandfield Macdonald 
suffered, for they, when they went into 
Opposition, treated him shabbily and de
clined to elect him their leader.

Mr. BOULTER—He did not wish to be 
leader.

Mr. FRASER said he had not heard that 
before. He then proceeded to discuss the 
amendments proposed, and remark
ed that while some hon. gentle
men on the Opposition benches favoured 
the redustiop in the indemnity as 
proposed by the hon, member from South 
Simcoe, they were the very men who 
favoured the increase. (Cries of “ No, 
no.”) This was unfair, and the endeavour 
to pass such a proposition in the form of a 
vote of want of confidence in the Govern
ment, was unfair and unmanly. The reso
lution of the hon. member for South Sim
coe had been prepared by some one else 
and handed round to him to move.

Mr-. PARKHILL—I move it for the 
purpose of carrying out a pledge I made to 
piy constituency.

Mr. FRASER—That was all right; but 
the motion was handed to the hon. mem
ber for Peterboro’ to move, and then to 
the hon. member for West Toronto.

Mr. BELL—I never saw the document, 
and, further, I am going to vote with the 
Government on this question.

Mr. FRASER was glad to hear that, 
and hoped other gentlemen would follow 
the same course. He defended the placing 
of tho indemnity at §800, on the ground 
that members of the Legislature were as 
well entitled to §800 per session as the 
members of the Dominion Parliament were 
to §1,000. And he hoped that members on 
both sides of the House would stand by 
one another and uphold the indemnity at 
the figure decided upon last session by the j 
Legislature. It was an unfair motion.

Mr. LAUDER said that the motion of ; 
the Minister of Education last session in 
favour of a decrease, must then have been 
unfair.

Mr. FRASER said that motion was pro
posed under different circumstances, and at 
a time when the House was in committee, 
and the votes were not recorded.

Mr. MEREDITH asked the lion, gentle
man how he could reconc'le that statement 
with one made at Yorkville by a candidate, 
in the presence of a Minister, to the 
effect that all the Conservative members of 
the House voted against the proposed re
duction 1

Mr. FRAZER said if that was said it 
must have been said on the authority of the 
division list furnished to The Mail and 
published by it, on that question. How
ever, the matter had been settled, and it 
was unfair for lion, members opposite to 
try to entrap supporters of the Govern
ment into voting want of confidence in the 
Government by proposing such an amend
ment now.

It being six o’clock, the Speaker left the 
chair.

After ltccess.
Mr. FRASER moved the adjournment 

of the debate, as there were other points 
upon which he wished to speak, and he did 
not feel well enough to undertake the 
exertion.

Mr. BELL regretted the necessity of 
adjourning the debate, as he had wished 
to set himself right before liis constituents 
in regard to the remark he made in the 
afternoon.

The motion was carried.
Mr. MOW AT moved the adjournment 

of the House.
The House then adjourned at 7.45 p.m.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
Hon. Mr. Crooks—On Wednesday next, 

bill respecting Public Schools.
Mr. Miller—On Thursday next, resolu

tion that in the opinion of this House the 
powers conferred upon school trustees by 
the Public School Act, relating to the rais
ing of moneys by the levying of taxes or



otherwise for the purchase of school sites, 
the building of school-houses, the pur- 
chase of furniture, maps, apparatus, and 
text-books, and the payment of teachers’ 
salaries are excessive ; and the interests of 
the country demand that they should be so 
restricted as to allow the taxpayers some 
voice in determining the amount of monevs 
to be annually raised for the purposes 
aforesaid, or some of them.
.^r- On Thursday next—Order

of the House for copies of all correspon
dence and affidavits filed in the Depart- 
o'oot of Crown Lands referring to Mr. Jas. 
Chapman s application for patent for lots 
i m S’ and the 6th concession of 

the township of Foley, located or sold to 
him under the Free Grants and Home
steads Act. Also, copies of all orders-iu- 
Council passed under authority of the 
I rce Grants and Homesteads Actor the 
f ubhe Lands Act, or rulings of the Com
missioner of Crown Lands respecting the 
issue of patents under the Free Grants and 
Homesteads Act.

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

January 14.
The Speaker took the chair at 3 o’clock.
Prayers were said by Rev. Wm. Briggs. 

PETITIONS.
Petitions were presented in favour of the 

abolition of exemptions and for the passage 
Of certain private bills.

THE ADDRESS.
Mr. FRASER resumed the debate on the 

Address. He said that the amendment to 
the amendment was not moved by the hon. 
member for South Simcoe as the result of a 
pledge made to his constituents to endea
vour to reduce the salaries and indemnities. 
What the hon. gentleman pledged himself 
to liis constituents to do was to emphasize 
the misconduct of the Government; but in 
emphasizing the increases in the indemnity 
and the salaries he was emphasizing the 
conduct of his own friends, as Hon. M. C. 
Cameron, in the session of 1876, said he 
Suggested the increase in Ministerial sal
aries, and assumed part of the responsibil
ity of the increase in the indemnity. The 
present leader of the Opposition concurred 
in Mr. Cameron’s course, and it was very 
inconsistent in him to support a resolution 
condemning the decrease now'. The hon. 
member for Peterbo o’ also said he was pre
pared to justify the increase of Ministers’ 
salaries and of the indemnity to members, 
and yet he was now prepared to justify 
the condemnation of the course taken 
with his sanction. Mr. Boulter also in 
1876 remarked that the House were taking 
a move in the right direction. (Laughter.) 
Hon. Mr. Macdougall favoured the increase, 
and the present member for South Simcoe 
had no excuse for his amendment, or he 
should liaVe condemned the action of his 
predecessor. Again, the hon. member for 
East Grey concurred in the observations of 
his leaders in 1876; and. nevertheless, he 
was the head and front of the present 
movement. The hon. member for Dundas 
was also a supporter of the advance. 
If the Opposition, under their new 
leader, carried out this scheme, they would 
be guilty of the grossest act of political 
treacnery and dishonesty. He felt physi
cally unable to discuss the matter of this 
amendment further. (Here the hon. gen
tleman threw the amendment to the amend
ment on the floor.) He would like to 
have shewn that the prevailing depression 
Would have been far greater in Ontario had 
it not been for the wise distribution of 
public money among the people by the 
Government, but he felt unable to attempt 
the exertion. He denied that it was one ot 
the planks of the Reform party that Provin
cial Ministers should not interfere in Domin
ion political matters. (Mr. Crooks—Hear, 
hear.) He also denied that the ministerial 
salaries were increased on the understand
ing that Ministers should give their whole 
and undivided time to their Departments. 
All that was required was that the Minis
ters should give the time necessary for the 
Conduct of public affairs to their Depart
ments. The grounds of the statement 
that Ministers had departed from their 
pledges could ’only be the words ot Mr. 
Blake in 1871. But Mr. Blake did not 
deny the Ministers, as private citizens, the 
right to take a part in Dominion politics ; 
nor did he propose—for he was still a mem-

first in 
defeat at

his narrow 
the recent 
because by

ber of both Houses—to close his own 
mouth in the Commons. All Mr. Blake 
proposed was a position of neutrality on 
the part of the Ontario Government as a 
Government ; and not neutrality, neces
sarily, on the part of the members of the 
Government as individuals. No doubt the 
Opposition were preparing to make a des
perate bid for power at the next general 
election-, and he believed they Were very 
sanguine as to the result on account of the 
issue of the recent Dominion elections. He 
assumed, however, that the people of On
tario were too intelligent to be gulled into 
the belief that the issues to bo fought out 
were the same as at the Dominion elections. 
In East Toronto lateiy, was a battle
field of their own choosing, and in 
a constituency always considered strongly 
Conservative, the Reformers took the key
note selected by hop. gentlemen opposite 
ttnd nearly swept the Conservative candi
date out of existence.

Mr. LAUDER—Did you win ’
Mr. FRASER said they would be con

tent to win such results in every constit
uency in the Province. (Opposition cheers.) 
The result lie referred to was a similar re
duction in the Conservative total of votes. 
The lesson he drew from the Toronto elec
tion was that although the Conservatives 
were then flushed with their September 
election, nevertheless the electors who had 
supported the Ontario Government in 1876 
did not desert them, and many of the sun
porters of the Opposition gave their votes 
and influence to the Government. He de
nied that the Gover-ment were delaying 
the elections, and affirmed that they were 
quite prepared for the contest, which he 
believed would result in victory to the 
Government. (Applause.)

Mr. SCOTT said it would be impossible 
for him to discuss all the matters touched 
upon by the hon. gentleman who had just 
taken his seat. Notwithstanding the in
disposition of that hon. gentleman, he had 
managed to deliver a speech of five hours’ 
duration. (Laughter.) The hon. gentle
man had congratulated the member for 
East Toronto, 
escape from 
election, and secondly, 
his presence in the House he offered 
» standing argument against the position 
assumed by the Opposition in regard to the 
Attorney-General’s descent from the bench. 
It did not at all seem to him that the two 
cases were analogous. The hon. Attorney- 
General descended from the bench at the 
request of a political party, to take his 
stand in the political arena on the side of 
a party of whose fortunes it had been said 
he had never lest sight. The position of 
the hon. member for East Toronto W'as 
essentially different. His hon. friend did 
not descend from the bench to take a seat 
in this House, nor to mingle in political 
contests. He had never been approached 
with such an idea. He left the bench to 
take the high office of Lieutenant-Governor 
of one of our Provinces, and, after oc
cupying the post for five years, his functions 
ceased by the lapse of time, and he re
turned to his native Province to take the 
ordinary part of a citizen in the discussion 
of its public affairs. (Cheers.) The hon. 
Commissioner of Public Works had, more
over, stated that the result of the East To
ronto election was not so satisfactory to the 
Opposition as it was to the Government 
side of the House. He (Mr. Scott) would 
reply that from the constituencies of North 
Essex and South Simcoe a stronger expres
sion of disapproval had been expressed of 
the Government of Ontario than of the Ot
tawa Government in September last, 
so that the inference sought to be 
drawn from the result of the East Toronto 
election as to the veering round of public 
opinion by the hon. gentleman was not 
warranted. The hon. gentleman had ap
parently derived some consolation from 
the remarks of the hon. member for Lon
don, who had said he bad expected to find 
in the address some allusion to the disposal 
of the surplus. The hon. Commissioner of 
Public Works said there was an admission 
from the leader of the Opposition that 
there was a surplus, the existence of which 
he said the Opposition had formerly de
nied. He (Mr. Scott) pointed out that 
what the Opposition had said in his time in 
the House, was that the fund had been 
dealt with in a manner, and its distribution 
placed before the country in a way, unfair 
to the late Mr. Sandfield Macdonald, his 
administration, and the present Opposition. 
(Hear, hear.) The Government had said 
that inasmuch as after spending large sums 
on public buildings, railways, and muni
cipal loans, a large surplus still remains, 
therefore we have been a wise and econo
mic administration. But in order to show 
that result, he pointed out, they did not 

make a fair and honest statement, and left 
the trust funds out of consideration alto
gether, in order to show an array of figures 
against the Government of the late John 
Sandfield Macdonald. The remarks of the 
Minister of Public Works indicated that 
the Government did not intend to deal with 
the exemption question, and so far as his 
excuse for inactivity, to the effect that the 
late Administration did not deal with the 
matter, was concerned, the answer to it 
was that until recently there had been no 
demand for the abolition of exemptions, 
and so long as there was no objection on 
the part of the public to the continuance of 
exemptions it was no part of the Govern
ment’s duty to abolish them. (Hear, hear.) 
There was, however, a demand now that 
the question should be taken up. Tuen 
the Minister of Public Woiks had re
marked that the fact that an hon. Senator 
had felt it his duty to expose the. financial 
dealings of the Government was anything 
but creditable to the Opposition, who were 
the critics. No such remark was made 
with reference to the pamphlet written by 
Senator Macpherson on the Dominion 
finances; and so long as the public got 
correct and easily understood information 
on matters concerning their Government, 
it did not matter who was the author. The 
pamphlet on Ontario finances, therefore, 
deserved, as the hon. member for Stormont 
had said, consideration. It contained a 
correct statement of the finances, there was 
nothing in it which could not be found in 
the Public Accounts, and it showed the 
public clearly how from year to year the 
expenditure had been allowed to increase. 
In connection with this increase the Minis
ter of Public Works had stated that 
Opposition did nothing to prevent it. 
did not matter a single jot whether 
Opposition had endeavoured to stop 
expenditure or not ; the ’Government
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responsible for the increase, and the people 
would Look to them for their justification, 
'lhe statement that the Opposition had not 
tried to stem t’ne tide of expenditure was 
not correct, for the motions in that direc
tion were numerous ; and though the 
Minister of Public Works had endeavour
ed to make it appear that the

effect of the carrying of the motions of the 
Opposition would have been nothing but a 
concurrence in the expenditure, the fact 
was that in every one of the motions regret 
was expressed at the increase, and the 
phrase expressing concurrence in the vote 
was only introduced with a view to en
abling supporters of the Government to 
oppose the increase and yet not express 
want of confidence in the Administration. 
The Opposition opposed the increase of the 
grant to charities, to the extent of §1,800 ; 
they opposed the increase in the member
ship of the House, and had their views 
been carried out, the country would have 
saved §5,000 or 86,000 a year ; or §20,003 
or §30,000 up to the present time. The 
Opposition introduced a resolution de
claring the appointment of an additional 
Minister of the Crown inexpedient; had 
that motion carried there would have been | 
an additional saving of §20,000 or §30,000 
during the past four years. The Opposition 
endeavoured to abolish several small items, 
but were unsuccessful. Had they been 
successful, the saving would have been 
considerable saving, for though the indi
vidual sums were small, in the aggre
gate they made a large expenditure. 
He went on to say that that the hon. the 
Commissioner had signally failed in his at
tempt to show that the hon. Senator who 
wrote the pamphlet sb much talked about, 
had not taken the same position in regard 
to the finances, as had the members of the 
Opposition. He pointed out that while 
the Opposition were ready to go the coun
try, the Government wished to postpone 
their trial to as late a date as possible. By 
a tortuous construction of the Imperial 
statute, the Government wished to lengthen 
their lease of power until the fall. He 
maintained that the House could only exist 
as a Legislative body until the 1st of 
February, and after that date their power 
as such ceased. He referred to sec. 15 of 
the B. N. A. Act in support of his conten
tion, and pointed out that the Government 
must have held the same view, as in their 
proclamation issued in 1874 the Legislature 
was called together on the 2nd day of 

i February. (Cheers.) The Government 
must have called the Legislature together 
as a perfect body, and it began its exist
ence at that day. If it was not consti
tuted till the Algoma writ was returned in 

■ August, all its actions in the spring would 
be illegal. (Cheers.)

It being six o’clock, the Speaker left the 
chair.
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After -Itecesa.
Mr. SCOTT resumed his speech, pointing 

out, in continuation of his remarks regard
ing the time at which the general election 
should be held, that as this Parliament 
began on February 2nd, 1875, it would 
come to an end on February 2nd, 1879. 
And, he said, if the Algoma election was 
allowed to govern the date of the holding 
of the election, it would follow that, be
cause the Algoma election could only be 
held in summer, the general election could 
only be held in the summer—which idea 
would be absurd. The only reason why 
the Government construed the Act so as to 
enable them to hold the election over till 
August, was the desire 
their fate and to hold 
long as possible. In 1871, 
ed out, the Reform party 
lustily, and some glib-tongued 
suggested that a police force should be in
troduced into the House to eject the late 
Administration from office, because— 
though that Administration did resign im
mediately it received an adverse vote by a 
majority of one at a time when all the con
stituencies were not represented in tile 
House—it took two days to wind up its 
affairs. With how much more force could 
a proposal to introduce a police force to call 
hon. gentlemen opposite to their duty, be 
made just now ! It did not appear to him 
that the settlement of the questions be
tween Ontario and Quebec was a matter 
for congratulation, because of the length of 
the time during which the matter had been 
pending, and because, in previous years, 
the Government had acknowledged that 
this Province had been receiving the benefit 
of monies which, instead of belong
ing to us, belonged to the sister 
Province. He was sorry to ob
serve that the Government had not seen 
fit to give the late Administration credit 
for the work it had performed with refer
ence to "that question ; and also with refer
ence to the boundary question. Ill his own 
constituency the Attorney- General recently 
claimed the entire credit connected with 
those matters, which he had no right to do. 
The same hon. gentleman, at the same 
time and in the same place, informed his 
hearers that the amendment or repeal of 
the Dunkin Act was beyond the jurisdic
tion of the Legislature. It was a pity the 
hon. gentleman did not known that before, 
for if he had known it he could have saved 
the House a great deal of trouble; and the 
country a great deal of expense. (Hear, 
hear.) If the hon. gentleman (Mr. Mowat) 
had been disposed to act fairly with his 
predecessors, he would not have claimed, 
before liis constituents, full credit for the 
settlement of the Municipal Loan 
fund difficulty. The fact was that 

data upon which the ques- 
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the late Government and the present Gov- 
irnment had nothing to do in the matter 
except the laying down of a few rules. In 
this connection he (Mr. Scott) desired to 
say that in the settlement there had been 
unfairness, inasmuch as municipalities 
which had paid their percentage of their 
indebtedness were not treated more favour
ably' than municipalities which had not paid 
promptly. The hon. the Premier told the 
electors of South Oxford that when he took 
office there was immediate necessity for the 
arrangement of the constituencies, but al
though he came [into power in 1871, he did 
nothing till 1874, just before the elections, 
when it was seen that the constituencies 
could be arranged more favourably for the 
Reform party. The sense of the country 
was that there had been no necessity to add 
six constituencies to the list. The Premier 
also then said there was a prompt necessity 
for an amended election law, but the neces
sity did not arise till after the general elec
tions of 1875. In adverting to the amend
ment to the amendment, he said it contem
plated that members would be in a better 
position to advocate rigid economy if they 
began with their own salaries and indemni
ties. " 
the 
ter quite 
plicable to 
House than 
House.
question, and showed that the hon. mem
ber for Stormont strongly advocated the in
crease of salaries to Ministers and the in
demnities. In 1877, however, the hon. 
member for Stormont advocated the wiping 
out of the indemnity altogether. Then, 
while the late member for Elgin had ap
proved of the increase, the present repre
sentative advocated a reduction. It was 
absurd, therefore, to charge the members of 
the Opposition alone with inconsistency’. 
Tiie fact was, the members of the House

He 
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thought the language of 
Commissioner on this mat- 
uncalled for, and more ap- 
the Government side of the 
to the Opposition side of the 

He referred to the debates on the



bail to represent tne views of their con
st ituencivs ; and there was no doubt that 
tin- general public opinion was that the in
demnity should be reduced, in view of the 
hard times. It was, therefore, the duty of 
tho House to give effect to this opiuion. 
lie pointed out that, in 1877, the hon. 
member for East Toronto gave notice that 
• member of the Opposition intended to 
movo for a reduction of the indemnity ; 
and, finally, the then Treasurer moved him- 
seli for a reduction from ssou to §600. 
From that time, therefore, the question 
was an open one. (Cheers.) The hon. 
Treasurer, now the Minister of Education, 
in his motion brought forward every argu
ment ho could find against the reduction 
~(eh> era)—and therefore against his own 

conclusion. He thought, therefore, that if 
the black Hag of political dishonour 
had liecn raised at all, it had been 

I raised on the other side. (Cheers.) 
Some Reform prints, he pointed out, had 
sal 1 that it was the Tories who had urged 
tho Attorney-General to increase the in
demnity. What a wonderful inHuence the 
Opjiosition must have over the Premier! 
(Laughter.) Other Reform papers said 
that Mr. Lauder was tho originator of the 
salary grab—which was not true. And, 
others said it was only by the votes of the 
Opposition that the increase was carried. 
How strong tho Opposition had suddenly 
become. (Hear, hear and laughter.) Then, 
he pointed out, the Provincial-Secretary 
was present at a meeting in Markham 
when tho Ileform candidate announced 
that it w’as the Tories who secured the in
crease in the indemnity*.

Mr. HARDY—Both candidates, on that 
occasion, favoured a reduction.

Mr. SCOTT—Which fact, corresponds 
with the view 1 take that public sentiment 
in favour of a reduction, is growing. 
But, when the Minister of Public ■ 
Works said that the Opposition in 
moving now in favour of a reduction was 
raising the black flag, he should remember ! 
that his own party had raised the black I 
flag and had endeavoured to make political ’ 
capital by stating that it was the fault of ' 
the Opposition that the augmentation in . 
the indemnity was brought about. As to 
the Ministerial salaries, he pointed out 
that, notwithstanding statements of the ; 
Ministry to tho contrary, the salaries were ' 
increased on the condition that hon. gen- ' 
tiemen should give their entire time to I 
their offices. They had not fulfilled the 
condition and, consequently, were not 
worthy of tho continuation of the increased 
salary. They had stated that they had not 
neglected the duties of their office; but he 
(Mr. Scott) had had his attention directed 
to the fact that a gentleman, a friend of 
hon. gentlemen opposite, had had to 
come from a considerable distance sev
eral times before he could see tho 
Commissioner of Crown Lands, who was 
absent from his office electioneering in the 
interests of the late Dominion Government. 
The Ministry, too, had been guilty of a 
brea,h of their own principles in stumping

> tntry in the interests of the Domin
ion Government. 'they pretended that 
they were acting individually and not as 
Ministers ; but it was impossible for the 
Attorney-General to divest himself of his

■■ ’ ”.....<1 r»--- i
office while electioneering in any constit
uency. At Woodstock the Attorney-Gen
eral had compared his position to Dominion 
politics to his position in Church matters ; 
out he (Mr. Scott) would like to know’ 
what right the Attorney-General would 
have to use the influence of his Government 
in promoting any particular form of Church 
government? (Hear, hear,) The fact was 
that tho position of the Government on the 
question was untenable, and that their 
promise to attend entirely to their offices 
had not been carried out. For was it not 
a fai t that while some of the Ministers 
were electioneering throughout the coun- , 
try, one Minister—the. Minister of Public 
Works v. i three months in England on 
business for a railway corporation, after 
having epent that time away from home, 
he returned to Canada to devote a consid
erable portion of his time here in stump
ing for the late Dominion Government ? 
{Hear, hear ) After thanking the House 
fcr its kind attention he resumed his seat.

Mr. HARDY attacked the previous 
epciiker, alleging that his utterances had 
!«■ n inconsistent with his actions in the 
pint. He characterised the hon. member's 
apeech on the indemnity questionasa death
bid repentance, and said it would serve 
him little before the country. He pro- 
vcedod to attack the hon. member for East 
Grey, who, he alleged, had declared at a 
me, ’iug at Owen Sound in 1877, that the 
Conservatives had been outvoted in the 
qu< stion of the salaries to Ministers. He 

next defended the resolution of the Hon. 
Mr. Crooks when treasurer, which he said 
was not made with any improper intention. 
He declared that the Opposition were try
ing to ride into power by unworthy tactics 
of which the amendments before the House 
were indications. He also stated that there 
was a parallel between the descent of the 
Attorney-General from the Bench and the 
entrance of the hon. member for East 
Toronto to the House announcing that he 
was going to be leader of the Opposition.

Mr. MORRIS said he was rather sorry 
to find the debates in the House so per
sonal. He desired to say that he never 
announced that he was to be leader of the 
Opposition, but, on the contrary, he stated 
at Fiis first meeting at St. Lawrence Hall, 
that the question of the leadership would 
be decided by the Opposition members of 
the House.

Mr. HARDY—Oh, but it was whispered 
in the highways and byways. Besides 
that, the resignation of Mr. Tilley and his 
entering the political arena was a case 
parallel to the descent of Mr, Mowat. On 
the question of the date upon which the 
general election should take place, he con
tended that the House was not complete 
until the return of the Algoma writ. The 
reduction of the number of members, as 
proposed by the hon. member for Stormont 
and the Opposition, was nothing but an 
attempt to gerrymander the con
stituencies, an exhibition ot the old 
Tory fear of the power of the peo
ple, and a desire to get into the House 
a few weak-minded men who would form 
rings. The statement of the leading organ 
of the Opposition that this was the most 
governed country in the world, was incor
rect, and challenged any one to show a 
State in the United States without a legis
lature numerically superior to our own — 
with one exception. As to the expendi
ture he denied that it could be decreased 
without either throwing a great deal of the 
expense of the administration of justice on 
the municipalities or interfering with the 
efficiency of the Government institutions.

Mr. MEREDITH, who was loudly ap
plauded, said the hon. member for South 
Brant had made a personal attack on him, 
but he (Mr. Meredith) could call the House 
to witness that never, during the time he 
had occupied a seat in tho House, had he 
made a personal attack on any hon. mem
ber of the House. So far, however, as that 
attack was concerned, he could say that 
he could safely put his character and his 
reputation against that of tho member for 
South Brant, before the House and before 
the country. (Applause,) As to the 
charge of dishonourable tactics, that 
charge came with a very poor grace from a 
party wiiich lifted itself into power in 
Ottawa by the stealing of correspondence, 
and by aiding and abetting robbery. (Ap
plause.) With such a record, it did not 
lie in the mouth of the Reform party to 
charge its opponents with dishonourable 
tactics. He, for his part, was not ashamed 
of his course in respect of the increase of 
indemnity, and he did not object 
to it receiving the closest consideration. 
He was fully prepared to accept 
to the full extent his share of 
the responsibility of the increase. He 
was astonished when he found a member of 
the House attempting to make political 
capital out of the remarks of members of 
the Opposition on that question, when 
those remarks were made at the instance 
of one of the colleagues of that hon. gentle
man for the purpose of setting- the Govern
ment right before the country. The col
league of the hon. gentleman to whom he 
referred was the Commissioner of Crown 
Lands ; the country would assuredly ap
preciate at its value the conduct of the 
Government in that respect, and the people 
would judge as to who was guilty of raising 
the black flag. There were members of the 
Opposition who made speeches in favour 
of the increased indemnity ; but there was 
on the opposite side of the House a gentle
man who when the matter was considered 
with closed doors was bold enough to justify 
the increase, but who when the doors were 
open had not the courage of his opinions. 
Who was that honourable gentleman ? It 
was the hon. member for South Brant.

Mr. HARDY—I never opened my mouth 
upon this floor on the matter.

Mr. MEREDITH—fbeg the hon, gen
tleman’s pardon, and I appeal to hon. gen
tlemen who were present to say whether he 
spoke or not. (Opposition applause).

Mr. HARDY—Not one word. The hon. 
gentleman states what is wrong and, in 
fact, untrue.

Mr. MEREDITH—I again assert—
Mr. HARDY—Order, order.
Mr. SPEAKER said that in courtesy it 

w’as usual to accept the denial of an hon. 
member.

Mr. MEREDITH—Then, in obedience to 
courtesy, I accept the statement.

Mr. HARDY—He is bound to.
Mr. MEREDITH—If the hon. gentle

man continues to make such observations I 
shall characterize his conduct as it 
deserves. He (Mr. Hardy) talked of 
hoisting tho black flag ! Did not 
the Opposition refrain from making 
political capital out of the proposal to re
duce the indemnity in 1877 ? And, did not 
the then leader of the Opposition make an 
intimation across the floor of the House, 
the result of which was that the Treasurer 
made the motion out of which the Govern
ment now sought to make so much capital ? 
(Hear, hear.) Perhaps the hon. member 
for South Brant would deny that for the 
take of a little cheap popularity he then 
moved that the indemnity should be struck 
out of the estimates entirely.

Mr. HARDY—I admitl did it—for that 
session.

Mr. MEREDITH—It was for the sake of 
political capital that that was done, and yet 
tho hon. gentleman felt himself justified 
in accusing the Opposition of making capi
tal out of the same questions. His con
duct in that matter could not be defended. 
He (Mr. Meredith) hurled back to the 
member for South Brant the charge 
of political dishonour, pointing out 
that the only ground for the charge was 
the barrenness of the heart of the man 
who made it. (Applause.) An attempt 
had Deen made in the course of the dis
cussion to divert the House from the true 
issue, and the Government had endeavoured 
to make the question one of confidence or 
w’ant of confidence in them. If hon. 
gentlemen desired to vote againBt the in
creased indemnity, and yet not non con
fidence in the Government, they had a very 
simple course to take; the Premier, the 
Treasurer and the member for South 
Brant, had only to rise in their places and 
vote for the motion. If ho (Mr. Mere
dith) felt disposed to follow the style of in
sinuation indulged in by the member for 
South Brant, he might say that they would 
not do that, because it would affect their 
own salaries. He would not say that, how
ever; he would leave it for the House and 
the country to judge. He could justify 
his course for voting for the motion of 
the hon. member for South Simcoe, 
and he trusted that there W’as not 
oue who worked under the Conservative 
banner who would vote against it—(hear, 
hear)—for the sake of the Province and for 
their own honour. So much for the in
demnity question. The hon. member for 
South Brant had tried to formulate for the 
Opposition a policy which had no founda
tion except in his own fertile brain. He 
had endeavoured to make it understood 
that the Opposition desired to fasten on 
the municipalities greater burdens than 
they now bear. No such proposal came 
from the Opposition, and the only proposi
tion of the kind was from the Minister of 
Education, who had on several occasions 
stated that it was his opinion that as far 
as possible the burdens in connection with 
the Administration of J ustice should fall up
on the municipalities. But the member for 
South Brant had asked where a reduction in 
the expenses could be made? He (Mr. 
Meredith) would tell him that if he would 
reduce the fees of the army of professional 
men he was feeding at the expense of the 
country a large amount could be saved.

Mr. HARDY—That would only be about 
§9,000.

Mr. MEREDITH said it was the small 
sums which made up the large expenditure, 
and when the branch of the expenditure lie 
referred to had been taken up he might 
give the hon. member some further details. 
The hon. gentleman and the Minister of 
Public Works seemed to think that it was 
the duty of the Opposition to point out 
the particular items in which reductions 
could be made. He (Mr. Meredith) dis
sented from that view, and took the ground, 
on the other hand, that it was 
the duty of the Government to justify 

its expenditure. Hon. gentlemen com
plained that the Opposition had not made 
a large number of motions in favour of 
particular decreases; but the hon. gentle
man should remember that Mr. Mackenzie 
—whose course they would surely sustain— 
though he, at the elections of 1873, com
plained that the Dominion Government 
had been extravagant, and that the lobbies 
were filled with employe's ; he did not 
during the sessions of 1871 and ll>72 intro
duce a single resolution in the direction of 
reducing individual expenditures. (Hear, 
hear.) This showed that because an Op
position did not point out particular cases 
in which reductions could be made, it was 
not precluded from objecting to a general

increase in the expenditure. (Applause.) 
Then, the hon. member ; for South Brant 
had treated the return of the hon. member 
for East Toronto to political life, and the 
question of the duration of the 
Legislature in a cavalierly style. 
Now the position taken in regard to the 

— Attorney-General was that while having a 
seat on the Bench he was approached by 
the leader of a political party, and imme
diately descended to the political arena. 
This was the only position ever taken by 
the Opposition. He did not suppose that 
the Attorney-General had been improperly 
influenced, but he had set a precedent 
which had never since been followed, and 
which, it was hoped, never would be fol
lowed. On the other hand, what was the

, position of the hm. member for East Tor
onto ? He had ceased to be a member of 
the judiciary, and became a private citi
zen before he felt it to be his duty to offer 
himself as a candidate for a constituency. 
He was, therefore, perfectly justified in 
acting as he had done, and he had in no 
way contravened the position assumed by 
the Opposition. In regard to the other 
question, as to the duration of this As
sembly, he (Mr. Meredith) was bound to 
say that whatever might be the strict 
literal language of the statute, the Govern
ment were, at all events, evading the 
spirit of the law. There could be no 
doubt that it was intended that Parliament 
should cease to exist four years after the 
return of the body of the writs. Hon. 
gentlemen opposite had taken advan
tage of an exception, instead of being 
governed by the rule, and were attempt
ing to evade the spirit of the 
constitution. They had taken a grave re
sponsibility in assuming to be the case that 
which might not be the case. Supposing 
that the Government’s views were wrong, 
every act done in the Legislature after the 
1st of February would be invalid. Nothing 
but a very strong reason would justify’ the 
Government in making the assumption 
the did, and this strong reason did not ex
ist. In referring to the surplus, the hen. 
gentleman had tried to fasten the responsi
bility on the Opposition of objecting to its 
expenditure. Ide challenged him to name 
any one on that side of the House who had 
objected in this way. The position taken 
by the Conservatives was simply this, that 
by injudicious expenditure the Government 
had brought down the surplus left by Mr. 
Sandfield Macdonald. It was only re
cently, since the arbitration v.as confirmed 
by the Privy Council, that the Government 
was in a position to say what amount was 
at the disposal of the Province. It was 
now a question whether the surplus re
venue should not be returned to the people 
from whom it came. Hon. gentlemen 
talked as if the money were their own 
instead of having been taken in trust 
from the people. It was a matter 
worthy of consideration whether the 
Legislature should not give the large masses 
of unemployed some means of earning a 
living, or a way to become settlers on the 
wild lands of this Province. Ho had en
deavoured, while a member of tlie House, 
not to say or do anything which could be 
of offence to anybody. If, in the course of 
the discussion, he had said anything to the 
hon. member for South Brant which might 
seem to depart from his custom, he could 
only say that the provocation had been 
great. The hon. gentleman had endea
voured to fasten upon him what might 
bring him into disgrace, lie had referred 
to a letter and had presumed to give its

, contents, but he (Mr. Meredith) challenged 
I him to publish that letter to the world, 
for lie was not ashamed of any tiling he had 
said or written. (Cheers.) He had done 
nothing in connection with this matter by 
which he was not prepared to stand and 
justify. Tho hon. gentleman had sneered 
at the narrow majority which elected the 
member for East Torouto, but had ignored 
the fact that this was the result of sectar
ian cries, and tho smallness of the majority 
in no way indicated the sense of the peo
ple. (Cheers.)

Mr. COUTTS here said that he had 
taken a note of the names of those who 
had spoken in favour of the increased in
demnity, and he had down the name of the 
hon. member for South Brant. (Cheers.)

Mr. HARDY said he never spoke on the 
subject on the occasion referred to. (Up
roar.) He did not believe that the figures 
or statements of the hon. gentlemen were 
sufficiently accurate to warrant him in 
making the assertion. (Uproar.)

Mr, BETHUNE deprecated the bitter
ness which had characterized the debate, 
and which he attributed to defects of 
memory. He considered it unusual and 
scarcely fair to move resolutions of the
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character of the amendments oa the ques
tion of the adoption of the Address. The 
Government treated these motions as car
rying au expression of want of confidence, 
and he was not prepared to support a vote 
of want of confidence. As lie had several 
points to touch upon, and the hour was 
late, he moved the adjournment of the 
debate.

The motion was carried.
The House adjourned at 11.25 p.m.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
Mb. Barr—On Wednesday—Order of the 

House for copies of all correspondence re
lating to the appointment of the magistracy 
iu the Village of Shelburne, in the County 
of Dufferin.

Also—Enquiry of Ministry—Whether 
any taven or shop licence has been granted 
in the County of Grey since the repeal of 
the Dunkin Act ? If so, what amount has 
been paid for such licences.

Mr. Creighton—On Thursday next-Re
solution—That in the opinion of this House 
it would be in the public interest to have 
the Public Accounts and departmental re
ports printed as soon as possible after the 
expiration of the years to which they re
spectively relate, and,to have the same 
circulated immediately upon being printed, 
whether the House shall be in session at 
such time or not, and that it bo an instruc
tion to the Committee on Printing to con
sider and repoit on the best method of 
accomplishing that end.

January 15.
The Speaker took the chair at three 

•o’clock.
Prayers were Said by Rev. Dr. Young,
Several petitions were received.

THE ADDRESS.
Mr. BETHUNE resumed the debate on 

the address. Alluding to the question of 
the duration of the Legislature, he ex
pressed the opinion that every constituency 
must be represented before a Parliament 
■could be said to be complete; therefore, 
Algoma must be represented before the 
Legislature could be said to be formed. 
The proclamation issued, therefore, in Feb
ruary, 1871, calling Parliament together 
before the Algoma writ was returnable, was 
an error which had since been perpetuated. 
The cases of vacancies in Parliament caused 
by death were provided for by special 
clauses in the act. He thought that there 
could be little doubt that Parliament 
would not be legally convened till Algoma 
was represented. It might be a subject 
Tor consideration whether the Algoma elec
tion should not be held at some other 
period, so as to obviate the difficulty, 
and this Legislature had full power given 
it to amend its constitution except in mat
ters affecting the prerogative of the Lieut.- 
Governor. The difficulty in regard to the 
incompleteness of Parliament had oc
curred in 1840 in Quebec in the case 
■of the non-representation of Gaspe, and 
was finally decided by the Governor dis
solving the House. If it was clear that 
the Legislature could not have legally 
Been called together until the return of the 
Algoma Writ, then it was equally clear 
that the present Legislature did not expire 
till next August. He contended that the 
colonial legislatures had plenary power in 
reference to matters within their jurisdic
tion, and that, therefore, if there was any dif
ficulty or doubt about the sitting of the 
Legislature beyond February 2, it could be 
removed by the passage of an Act by the 
Legislature extending its term for six 
months. But, in his opinion, that was not 
siecessary now ; and, even if Acts were 
passed after the date of the expiration of 
Parliament, how could the question of 
legality arise, seeing that all the Acts com
menced “ Her Majesty, by and with the 
consent of the Legislative Assembly.’' 
The Acts were consented to by her Ma
jesty, and consequently could not be ques
tioned.

Mr. DEACON—Then the House could 
sit for ten years, according to your argu
ment.

Mr. BETHUNE—Yes, as a question of 
Saw, the House can ; but in this country 
■where Legislatures are subject to the 
criticism of the press it is not likely that 
such would be the case. He favoured the 

holding of the general election at as remote 
a period as possible from the date of the last 
Dominion election, beeauseof the excitement 
which general elections brought about.

Mr. MEREDITH—How much better it 
would have been to have had both the Do- 
jniuion and Local elections together ! 
(Laughter.)

Mr. BETHUNE said he was not sure of 
that. Not being a member of the Admin
istration it was not the least concern to 
him when the election took place. Come 
when it would he would be prepared to 
stand or fall, and he was not particular 
whether he was elected or not. Referring 
to the augmentation of the indemnity to 
members, he said he was fully prepared to 
take his share of the responsibility for it. 
At the same time he thought the increase 
was a mistake, and that the Legislature 
had voted its members an indemnity to 
which the public did not think them fairly 
eutitled. Public opinion, irrespective of 
party, he found, was against this increase 
iu the indemnity, and—although, he did 
not think the sum any too large for loss of 
service and time on the part of many mem
bers—it wa3 no use in trying to govern 
contrary to public opinion. He was not 
afraid to confess that in thi3 matter he had 
made a mistaae, and, believing that it was 
more manly to correct a mistake than en
deavour to excuse it, he had made up his 
mind to move for a decrease in the in
demnity at the proper time. In respect to 
the remarks of the hon. member for Lon
don in opposition to the large increase in 
Crown counsel fees he quoted figures to 
show that the number of convictions had 
greatly increased during the past few years.

Mr. LAUDER—Is that not the case par
ticularly where the Dunkin Act is in force ?

Mr. BETHUNE replied iu the affirma
tive. The liquor Act had largely increased 
crime of a particular kind, and he had the 
word of a learned judge to the effect that 
where the Dunkin Act was in force the 
prosecutions arising out of the case largely 
increased the record of crime in the place. 
He proceeded to say that the charges for 
criminal witnesses, sheriffs, etc., were re
gulated by fixed rates and were duly audit
ed. The Crown counsel fees iu 1877 were 
increased by the large number of murder 
cases that were tried in Ontario in 1877, 
some of which lasted a very long time. He 
found, on referring to the Departmental re
turns of Crown cases prosecuted at the as- 
sizes, that in 1870 the number of cases 
were 577, and the cost of conducting them 
$6,883 ; in 1877, 711 were prosecuted, at 
a cost of §11,329. The average cost of the 
cases varied according to the gravity of the 
charges, amp' it was difficult to judge, 
therefore, from the returns whether the 
expenditure was extravagant or not. In 
1878 the cases prosecuted were 636, at a 
cost of §8,839. He failed to see how these 
fees could have been avoided. If the Op
position believed there had been waste in 
regard to these fees, they could investigate 
tlte matter in the Public Accounts Committee, 
lie went on to defend himself from the 
charge of inconsistency preferred against 
him by the hon. member from Peterboro’ 
in regard to the reduction of the number of 
members of the House, saying that when he 
had voted on a previous occasion the issue 
involved was not the general reduction of 
the representation, but simply inequalities 
in the representation. With regard to 
the general expenditure of the Province, he 
considered every member was as respon
sible as the Government, except in cases 
where certain items were opposed. As to 
the increase in the grants to the public 
schools, the various localities concerned 
got the benefit, and it was an enduring 
benefit. As to the pamphlet of the hon. 
Senator, he said he had examined it—not 
very carefully though—and he could find 
no fault with it, but the hon. gentleman 
seemed to have fallen into the mistake of 
blaming increased expenditure ; while it 
was not increased expenditure that should 
be complained of ; it was improper expen
diture to which alone the public were dis
posed to object. Of course the expendi
ture, as the Province became larger and 
more thickly populated, would become 
greater.

Mr. LAUDER.—Then you must have a 
proportionately increasing income—which 
you have not.

Mr. BETHUNE admitted that the reve
nue had fallen off, but that he said was in 
consequence of the stagnation in the lum
ber trade. The whole di&ussion between 
the Government and the Opposition was 
merely a fight betweens the ins and 
the outs; for which on the 17th Sep
tember the two great political parties 
in the Dominion did have a principle 
to fight for; the parties in Provincial poli
tics had nothing great to fight for. And,

as this was merely a fight between the ins 
and the outs he thought it would be better 
for the Province to put up with the ills 
they had than to fly to ills they knew not 
of. He did not say that the Government 
had done all things right; he would in
deed be looked upon as a lunatic if he said 
that the Administration had done nothing 
wrong.

Mr. MEREDITH—Your leader says he 
has done nothing wrong.

Mr. BETHUNE said the Attorney-Gene
ral might say so, but he could not; still, on 
the whole, he thought the Government had 
had done wisely and well.

Mr. PRESTON briefly criticized the ad
dress, pointing out the great objections 
to the School Act, in consequence of the 
enormous amount of machinery in connec
tion with it and the large expense involved 
by it. The frequent changes of the text
books were a fruitful source of expense to 
parents and of loss to book
sellers. The cost of School inspection
■was also larger than the counties could 
afford ; larger territories could be given to 
the inspectors, and less of them could be 
appointed. The present changes in the 
voters’ list showed that the wonderful legal 
talent of the Government was not so great 
as they would have the peoplej^elieve. 
The Licence Act was growing in disfavour. 
Under it the Inspectors received a large 
amount of money for very little work, irre
spective of whether the Crooks Act was 
carried out in the counties or not. In 
counties where the Dunkin Act was in 
force the municipalities had to pay these 
Inspectors, notwithstanding that they re
ceived no licence fees. If there was in the 
Treasury the millions reported to be there 
’ ’ Minister of Public Works,

be only just iu the
by the 
it would „ _ _ __
Government to relieve the municipali
ties of the cost of these Inspectors. 
He defended his own course with respect 
to the increase of the indemnity, and indi
cated his willingness to see it now reduced, 
especially after the breach of faith of which 
the Government had been guilty iu moving 
to reduce the indemnity last session after 
having promoted the increase. Then, as 
to the Ministers’ salaries, he said it was 
evident that they were paid too high, for, 
instead of giving their entire time to their 
offices, they passed their time in elec
tioneering for their Ottawa brethren, prac
tising in the Courts, camping out, or, as 
was the case with the Minister of Public 
Works, in attending to legal business in 
England. It was bis firm belief that the 
public demanded a reduction both in the 
indemnities and the Ministerial salaries.

Mr. McLAWS said that he would not 
vote for the motion of the hon, member 

for South Simcoe, because he did not 
believe in the reduction of the Ministers’ 
salaries; neither could he vote want of 
confidence in the Government. Neverthe
less, he was in favour of reducing the in
demnity.

Mr. WHITE said that, in his opinion, 
the address was peculiarly distinguished 
by its omissions and general barrenness. 
The amendment was objected to as a vote 
of want of .confidence, and it was argued 
that economy did not consist in the reduc
tion of expenditure, but in the proper ex
penditure of the public money. When the 
Reformers were seeking the confidence of 
the country they did not take this ground, ’ 
but elaimed that an increase of expenditure ' 
was reprehensible. They promised not 
only to swell the surplus, but to diminish 
the expenditure. A reference to the finan
cial statements of the Province showed 
that, so far from redeeming these pledges, 
the Government had, in nearly every branch 
of the service, increased the expenditure. 
As to the want or oonfidence, ho thought 
every member should vote for a motion 
which commended itself to their judgment 
and reflected the wishes of the country. 
He thought that it was a curious definition 
to make out that a motion favouring a de
crease of expenditure was raising the black 
flag, and was an instance of treachery. The 
hon. member for South Brant had defended 
the increase of salaries to Ministers, but in 
his reference he had overlooked the fact 
that the Ontario Ministers were better paid 
than the Governors of many of the States 
across the border. He proceeded to attack 
the Government for constant violation of 
their pledges made to the country, said that 
of the platform they once erected, not a 
plank now remained, and pointed to their 
breach of neutrality in the Dominion con
test as a more recent violation of 
their faith. He then touched upon the - 
constitutional question before the House, 
and had possession of the floor, when the 
Speaker left the chair, at six o’clock.



Arter lteces*.
Mr. WHITE resumed his speech. He 

pointed out that the Opposition could in 
1 no way please the Government with re- 
I spect to their criticism of the financial 
question ; for, if Opposition members did 

I make resolutions in favour of reduced ex- 
I penditure, they were charged with insin- 
I cerity, while if they did not make any 

such motions they were told that they 
' had n<r grounds of complaint. He showed 
i that the Government was not entitled to 
the credit it claimed for the settlement of 
tho municipal loan fund question, and 
claimed for the County of Essex and some 
of its municipalities a larger share of the 
fund in view of the large assistance given 
by them to railway enterprises. Alluding 
to the excuse made by the Attorney-Gen
eral for his electioneering peregrinations 
throughout the country, that he
spoke for the late Dominion Govern- , 
ment as plain Oliver Mowat, he I
recommended that gentleman to ; 
labol himself, when .addressing the electors. ’ 
so that people might know whether it was I 
“ Oliver Mowat the politician'’ or “Oliver ; 
Mowat the Attorney-General” who was I 
speaking. (Laughter.) Or, if the bon. | 
gentleman did not feel disposed to do that . 
he might kindly explain to the House how | 
he managed to divide himself into two per- ■ 
sons and how, when he was addressing the ) 
electors, he managed to divest himself of his 
official capacity. (Hear, hear.) In antici
pation of a reply from the lion, member 
for Addington he suggested that that gen
tleman could profitably address himself to 
explaining liis famous “Jump Jim Crow 
operation, and to explaining how it was 
that he said the Hon. John Sandfield 
Macdonald recommended him to vote 
against the party to which he and Mr. Mac
donald both belonged. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. DEROCHE remarked that it was 
astonishing that the Address, which was 
said to be so meagre, should have engaged 
the attention of the gentlemen opposite for 
four days.

Mr. LAUDER—The Commissioner of 
Public Works took two days.

Mr. DEROCHE said that at any rate 
there must be something of importance in 
the Address. Hon. gentlemen opposite 
had insinuated that the paragraphs in the 
Address referring to tho Governor-General 
were inserted for the sake of effect, and he 
thought such remarks came with bad grace 
from a party who had rotten-egged a Gov
ernor-General. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) 
He was glad to read the paragraph relative 
to the Paris Exhibition, as it showed that 
our industrial classes had the sympathy of 
the Gevcrnnrent. (Ironical cheers ) It 
was stated in the Address that the Govern
ment had been the means of opening up a 
branch of Canadian trade in Europe, and 
they were entitled to the thanks of the 
country. An lion, member had said that 
the amendment was not a motion of want 
of confidence, but if it was not, what was 
it ’ He then proceeded to reply to the re
marks of the hon. member for Essex, and 
defended the course he had taken in con
nection with the Hon. Mr. Sandfield Mac
donald. In referring to tho increase of the 
indemnity, he admitted that he had signed 
the round-robiu presented to the Gov
ernment in favour of the increase, but 
it was then understood thatthis round-robin 
came in good faith from both sides of the 
House. He intended to vote against the 
decrease in the indemnity no matter what 
was the result. He regretted that Reform 
journals had sought to make political capi
tal out of the indemnity matter, in the in
terests of the Government, and strongly 

I condemned their action. That, however, 
was no excuse for the present course of trie 
Opposition, whose motion was an unfair 
one. It was because it was unfair that ne 
would vote aga nst that motion.

Mr. ROBINSON followed. He was 
understood to say that he approved of the 
views of the leader of the Opposition in 
favour of a distribution of the surplus,that 
he signed the “ round Robinson” in favour 
of an increase in the indemnity, and that 
he would not vote for a reduction. He 
was also understood to say that if tne mo
tion carried, hon. gentlemen ought to pay 
$600 each iuto the treasury as the differ
ence between the increased and original in
demnity during the past few years—which 
would be very inconvenient to hinuas well 
as to others. (Laughter.) Again, he 
thought he was worth the $S00 a session, 
and if Kingston did not like to give that 
amount the electors could vote against him 
and he could stay at home—which would 
be Kingston’s loss and not his. (Renewed 
laughter.)

Mr. HAY, the next Speaker, spoke of 
the recently elected hon. member for Es

sex as bumptious ana patronizing towards 
the Attorney-General. In referring to the 
depression, he attributed it to the fact that 
the people had been spending too much, 
and that there were too many non-pro- 
duoers in the towns. He advised the 
second and third rate professionals in the 
House to go to the country and dig and 
pion gif. (Laughter.) He expressed his 
willingness to support any well-matured 
Government scheme for reducing the re
presentation in the House. He defended 
the course he had previously taken in 
voting for tl^i increased indemnity. He 
then announced that he favoured an Im
perial Federation scheme which would do 
away with the Dominion Government and 
Legislature and would cause immigration 
and capital to flow into Canada. (Laugh
ter.) He argued that it was very unfair 
on the part of the Opposition to spring the 
amendment on the House in the way they 
had done, and said that if they now voted 
at the last hour to reduce the indemnity, 
the couhtry would say they were admitting 
they had done wrong in the first place in 
ever increasing the indemnity, and would 
call upon them to refund the money 
which they had taken. He ex
pressed the hope that whatever Gov
ernment came into power next year, they 
would favour an extension of the coloniza
tion railways. He indicated that he was 
disgusted with politics, and that he did not 
care whether he was sent back to the 
House or not, for since he had been a mem
ber of the House he had not been so well 
off as when he was otherwise engaged. If 
the people of North Perth did their duty 
they would return him again ; if they did 
not return him, it would be their loss and 
his gain. (Laughter.)

Mr. CREIGHTON characterized the 
speech of the hon. member for North 
Essex (Mr. White) as one of great ability ; 
and he was surprised to find an old member 
of the House (Mr. Hay) criticizing that 
speech in such harsh terms, for the House 
always extended the utmost courtesy to 
new members when delivering their first 
speech. The hon. member for North Perth 
had stated that the hon. member for Essex 
was bumptious. He (Mr. Creighton) 
would remind the House that four years 
ago another gentleman made his 
first speech in the House ; and 
that speech was of such a character 
that a Toronto newspaper advertised for a 
two hundred pound Ethiopian to sit on 
that member the next time he attempted 
to rise. He would not mention the name 
of the hon. member, but he would say that 
it was remarked that the person advertised 
for was certainly a new kind of Hay press
ing machine. (Laughter.) The last speak
er had delivered another speech on immi
gration. ' That was the third time that 
speech had been read to the House, and 
he (Mr. Creighton) had great pleasure now 
in moving that the speech having been read 
a third time it should now be passed, and 
intituled “ Immigration, by the hon. mem
ber for North Perth. ” (Renewed laughter.) 
Some hon. gentlemen opposite, ho 
pointed out, had been making capital 
out of the burning of the Parliament 
buildings years ago. Young members of 
the House knew nothing more than they 
read about that proceeding. But, if hon. 
gentlemen opposite wished to talk about 
loyalty he could direct their attention to 
their own party which in Quebec advocated 
separation from the Empire. Some of the 
leaders of that party were taken into the 
Reform Cabinet of the Dominion ; and, if 
names were required, he could mention the 
late Postmaster-General and the late Min
ister of Justice —who, it would be remem
bered, was the friend of the man who 
worked the ballot-box stuffing business 
in the cellar, (Hear, hear.) Alluding to

the constitutional question, he maintained 
that if the argument of the hon. member for 
Stormont, that the House could not be called 
until the Algoma writ was returned, was 
correct ; then the Act which limited the 
holding of the Algoma election to the 
period between the months of May and 
November passed by this House, was ultra 

i vires. inasmuch as it encrorched upon the 
prerogative of the Lieutenant-Governor. 
He deprecated the postponement of the 
session of the Legislature till January, urg
ing that the delay was evidently made in 
order that the Legislature might be in ses
sion during the time that the Dominion 
House was sitting, and so that the proceed
ings of the Legislature might be overlooked 

. by the public. He referred briefly to 
the financial question, and pointed out 
that the conduct of the Reformers 
in attributing all kinds of bad mo
tives to their opponents, verified the 
remark of Earl Russel that political con

tentions often lea parsy men to accuse 
their opponents of that of which they did 
not believe them guilty. He did not re
cord the opinion he had formerly expressed 
in favour of the increase of the salaries of 
Ministers. The increase was, however, 
given on the understanding that the whole 
time of the Ministers should be given to 
the country ; but this understanding was 
not acted upon, because they were found 
attending to their private business. The 
condition not being fulfilled, it was time to 
bring the salaries back to their former 
figure. The Civil Service clerks in the 
Dominion receiving $1,000 a year were de
barred from exercising any other calling, 
and if this restriction was enforced in the 
case of poor clerks, it should be equally 
imperative in the case of Ministers who 
received large salaries. He had supported 
the increase of the indemnity on the 
ground that members did as much work for 
*800 as the member of the House of Com
mons did for $1,000, and he still held 
to that position. The country, however, 
were against them, and cried out for re
trenchment, and he was, therefore, pre
pared to vote for the reduction. He would 
favour the reduction of the representation 
in that Chamber as a further step towards 
economy, if tho business of the country 
could be conducted by a smaller number of 
members. In alluding to the boundary 
question, he condemned tho action of the 
late hon. member for East Elgin in plead
ing before the arbitrators, as a subversion 
of the independence of the House. He 
then attacked the Government for violating 
the principle laid down by Mr. Blake, that 
the lay element should have an equal repre
sentation with the legal clement in the 
Cabinet. The Government had now a Cab
inet of one layman and five lawyers. He 
condemned the Premier for not carrying 
out his promise of taking into consideration 
the question of the extension of Division 
Court jurisdict'on. There was not the 
slightest reference to the matter in the 
Address, probably because the legal ele
ment opposed the change, and sent out cir
culars to their friends in the country asking 
how it would affect them. The single lav 
member in the Cabinet waged an unequal 
contest with his live legal colleagues, for 
no circular was sent by him to the business 
portion of the community ou this matter. 
He condemned the interference of the On
tario Government in Dominion politics at 
the recent elections in defiance of their 

•own principles as avowed when in Opposi
tion, and pointed ent several instances in 
winch collusion had occurred between the 
Dominion and Local Governments, remark
ing that though the Government denied 
the existence of such collusion, the evi
dence was all the other way. In the lan
guage of the organ of the Reform party, 
when it was commenting ou Hon. John 
Sandfield Macdonald's denial that collu
sion existed between the Dominion 
and Provincial Governments of his day, 
“Individuals may lie; but circumstances 
cannot.” He quoted Mr. Blake’s well- 
known remarks in opposition to Do
minion and Local ministers hunting in 
conples and pointed out that now instead of 
hunting in couples they hunted in droves. 
The Attorney-General’s excuse for appear
ing on the tame platform as Mr. Mac
kenzie was indeed a lame one. He (Mr. 
Mowat.) wished to have it understood that 
he could attend a political meeting as plain 
Oliver Mowat and not as Attorney-General 
of Ontario. In fact, he wished to deny 
his own identity. It reminded him (Mr. 
Creighton) of the tale told of a Bishop in 
olden times, who was also a prince. Oa 
one occasion the Bishop became very much 
enraged at a certain circumstance and 
actually swore. When his attention was 
directed to the fact that he had sworn 
he excused himself on the ground 
that it was the Prince anl not the 
Bishop who had so committed himself. 
(Laughter.) So with the Attorney-General, 
who now wished to assume a double 
identity. In view of the position taken 
by the Attorney-General on that point, he 
(Mr. Creighton) would like to ask for him 
—for he was undoubtedly a friend of 
Oliver Mowat—what would become of 
Oliver Mowat when the Attorney-General 
was turned out of office? (Laughter.) The 
fact was that the Attorney-General and his 
Government had practically been con
demned by the people, and he thought, to 
hide the fact from the people, by saying 
that it was Oliver Mowat and not the At
torney-General who stumped the country 
for the late Dominion Government. It 
used to be a saying with the boys, “ when 
you crush a snake by pressing its head the 
tail will live till sundown.” In September 
last the head of the snake was crushed ; 
the tail had just a little animation left in 
it, but as sure as the head had been crushed 

the tail would go down. (Applause).
Mr. GRAHAM moved the adjournment 

of the debate.
The motion carried.
The House adjourned at 11.15.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
Mr. Meredith—On Friday next—Order 

of the House for a statement showing in 
detail the expenditure during each year 
since 1867, on account of the settlement of 
the northerly and westerly boundaries of 
the Province of Ontario and the arbitration 
in reference thereto, with the names of the 
persons to whom, and on what account, the 
payments made were made, and the dates 
of such payments ; and also a statement 
showing in detail all sums of money owing 
on the same account and still unpaid, and 
the persons to whom, and on what account, 
the same are owing.

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.
THIRD LEGISLATURE -FOURTH SESSION

January 16.
The Speaker took the chair at three 

o’clock.
Prayers were said by Rev, Dr. Young. 

PETITIONS.
A number of petitions were presented.
Mr. SPEAKER requested hon. members 

to endorse their names on petitions they 
presented.

Mr. DEACON said the time for present
ing petitions for private bills would expire 
on Saturday. All the petitions were not 
in, and could not be in before Saturday. 
An extension of the time was therefore de
sirable, but such an extension could not be 
made without a report having first been 
made by the Private Bills Committee— 
which Committee was not constituted yet. 
Me would like the Attorney-General to 
consider that point and suggest a remedy.

Mr. MOWAT said he would consider the 
matter.

THE ADDRESS.
Mr. GRAHAM continued the debate on 

the amendments to the Address. He ex
pressed his regret that so able a 
man as Mr. Cameron should have 
left the House, and congratulated 
the hon. member for London on liis 
election to the Opposition leadership. 
He discussed the National Policy at some 
length, and characterized it as a “National 
Humbug.” After same extended remarks 
on protection to farmers he indicated his 
intention of voting in favour of the con
tinuance of the indemnity at its present 
figure, because he did not believe it was at 
all too high, and because he was “ prevailed 
upon” to sign the round robin in favour of 
the increase. He also said he intended to 
support the continuance of the salaries of 
Ministers at the present rate, because there 
was not “ a strong feeling in the country” 
in favour of a decrease.

Mr. FLESHER was of opinion that it 
would require something more than a 
covert sneer at Senator Macpherson to con
vince the country that the finances did not 
require examination. II<> was surprised at 
the manner in which the amendment had 
been received by the supporters of 
the Government. He denied that the 
motion had put hon. gentlemen in 
a false position, and said there 
was not one word in it censuring the 
Government, and that, therefore, it was 
not a motion of want of confidence. Mr. 
Blake, in 1871,moved an amendment to the 
address affirming a principle which was 
carried, but it was not considered a vote of 
want of confidence, as he supplemented it 
a few days later by a direct vote of non
confidence. He (Mr. Flesher) claimed that 
the Opposition had introduced the amend
ment before the House in a most fair and 
gentlemanly manner. (Laughter from the 
Government benches.) He contended that 
the House could give no clearer proof of 
their desire to economize than by cutting 
down their own expenses and indemnities. 
At the same time he was prepared to take 
the responsibility of having previously 
voted for the increase of the sessional allow
ance, as he had then conscientiously be
lieved that the increase was justifiable. 
He proceeded to attack the acts of the 
Government license inspectors, many of 
whom, while neglecting to carry out the 
law, did not omit to use their influence to



strengthen the Administration. (Hear, 
hear.) The extension of the franchise was 
a matter which should be very carefully 
approached, and the Attorney-General 
should certainly take care not to allow 
the privilege of voting to become 
universal—as it was becoming under the 
present government. The Attorney-Gen
eral had claimed credit for his law reforms ; 
but, as everyone knew, none of those re
forms had lessened the cost to suitors. 
(Hear, hear.) Then, our educational 
system was at present far too costly and 
the changes in the text books were to fre
quent and too sudden.

Mr. CROOKS was understood to say 
that there had been a revision of text books 
lately but care had been taken to provide 
that no new text book should take the 
place of any old one, without, the express 
order of the trustees, and if the govern
ment wished to prevent the introduction of 
the new books they would have to perform 
the duties of trustees.

Mr. FLESHER accepted the explana
tion and in continuation of his re
marks made reference to the raising 
of the standard of the school teachers 
which he said was effected before 
all parts of the country was prepared for 
it; in conclusion he, in reply to the last 
speaker, expressed his belief that the 
N ational Policy would be beneficial to the 
country.

Mr. SINCLAIR, after paying a kindly 
tribute to the late leader of the Op
position, expressed his full confidence in 
the manner in which that gentleman would 
perform his duties as a judge. In referring 
to the arbitration award, he said he did not 
consider Ontario had got as much as it was 
entitled to. He was, however, glad that 
the dispute had been set at rest forever. 
He did not agree with the leader of the 
Opposition that it would be desirable to 
distribute the surplus. Such an expedient 
would avail little to remove the depression, 
which was in his opinion, brought about in 
a great measure by the farmers paying too 
much attention to the raising of cereals. 
The Assembly of Ontario, however, had in 
no way, a hand in bringing about the de
pression. lie admitted that the educa
tional system was costly, bu.t contended 
that the easy facilities afforded for getting 
an education formed a powerful induce
ment to immigrants. He deprecated the 
suggestion that the number of members of 
the House should be reduced—a suggestion, 
he considered, which was not justified. 
Tnere was no reason for the reduction, and 
the country did not ask for it. After ad
versely criticising the Macpherson pamphlet 
he proceeded to refer to the indemnity 
question, and said that while the Attorney- 
General and his party' had to be constitu
tionally responsible for the increase, 
the late leader of the Opposition 
expressed his willingness to share 
the responsibility, and said he would 
never use the increase as a party weapon 
against the Government. And, he thought i 
the Opposition should now share its re
sponsibility for the increased indemnity, 
and not endeavour to place the entire re
sponsibility on the Government and its 
supporters. He would not mind voting for 
a reduction in the indemnity, but he did 
not think he would be justified in support
ing a decrease of Ministerial salaries. In 
the Ministry the very highest talent should 
bo found, and the salaries should be cor
respondingly high.

Mr. BRODER, pointed out that the 
round-robin was a bird which made 
a great deal of noise in the House and in 
the Province ; but, if the Government pro
duced it and allow it to fly from one end of 
the country to the other, it would be found 
to be not at all discreditable to the Opposi
tion. He held the Government responsible 
for the increased indemnity, and pointed 
out that as the statute by which the rate 
of indemnity was fixed left it open tomem
bers to fix the sum from year to year, was 
a complete justification to the Opposition in 
bringing the amendment for the reduction, 
lie expressed himself as opposed to a de
crease in the membership of the House. 
He intended to vote for the motion, be
cause it was demanded by the country. In 
referring to the depression, he thought it 
would be a wrong policy to teach the people 
that they' depended upon the Government 
for their living, as the Government, being 
non-producers, could only give the people 
what they' had taken from them. He con- 
eluded by expressing his conviction that 
the people would declare at the next elec
tions that the Government were not to be 
trusted any longer with the administration 
of affairs.

l)r. CLARKE argued that the amend
ment was a motion of want of confidence, 
and must be voted down by the Government 

members, even if they agreed with the prin
ciple affirmed. He considered that to bring 
forward such aii amendment was an act of 
gross political treachery. He was in the 
middle of an attack upon the hon. member 
for London, in regard to his course on the 
indemnity question, when six o’clock ar
rived, and

The Speaker left the chair.
A Her Recess.

Mr. CLARKE (Norfolk) proposed to 
enter into a disquisition on the origin of 
the payment of knights and burgesses of 
shires. (Laughter.) But first he would 
read the letter of the hon. member for 
I .ondon, to which reference had been made. 
It was as follows :—

Toronto, Jan. 29, 1876.
Mr Dear Sir,—With reference to the proposed in

crease of members’ indemnity, my own idea is that 
$600 is a sufficient sum ; but r have no desire to 
stand in the way of the increase should the majority 
of the members of the House consider it necessary j 
Under no circumstances, however, should the propc- I 
sition, whether acted on or not, be made use of 
outside the House for political purposes. Mr. Lauder 
takes the same view of the matter as I have ex
pressed.

Yours truly,
W. H. MEREDITH.

He had a similar letter from Hon. W, 
Macdougall. The hon. member had no 
occasion to be ashamed of his letter, for 
the labourer was worthy' of his hire. He 
concluded that the opposition to the in
creased indemnity had beeu worked up by 
the Conservatives ; for on the part of the 
public there had been “no murmurs loud 
and deep” against it. He accused the hon. 
member for Stormont with having made a 
blood and thunder speech, with being 
very frequently in opposition to his party, 
and with having stated that Senator Mac
pherson’s figures were correct without 
having examined them. He contended i 
that as the Province was in a prosperous 
condition, there was no necessity or justice 
in reducing the indemnity, and the people 
did not ask it. He regretted that the Ad
dress made no allusion to legislation in 
regard to the Division Courts, as the coun
try was for the abolition of all debts, ex
cepting those amounting to a commercial

transaction. These Division Courts were of 
little good except to the lawyers, who like 
sponges, were the absorbents of the wealth 
of the community. (Laughter.) In again 
touching upon the indemnity question, 
he said that the Opposition had gone back 
on their signatures, and were unworthy of 
the confidence of the country. (Applause.) 

Mr. ROSS (Huron) after lauding the 
educational system of the Province, the 
success of which, he thought, was due to 
the people themselves, referred to other 
matters mentioned in the address as sub
jects for congratulation. He favoured a 
reduction in the expense of the jury sys
tem, providing that efficiency was main
tained. In the selection of jurors it was 
now possible to select a body cf men of 
one political stripe, the result of which 
must be an inability to get a fair verdict 
where a case involving political matters 
came up for consideration. A change was 
required in that respect. He characterized 
Hon. Senator Macpherson as a hypo
crite, as he pretended to lie free 
from political bias while he was 
clearly a partizan. That gentleman did 
not particularize individual items of ex
travagance, and wherever he generalized, 
the increases of expenditure were such as 
were easily justified. He contended that 
Senator Macpherson endeavoured by an 
imperfect statement of facts to make a 
wrong impression. The largest items of 
increased expenditure quoted in the pam- 
plilet were sums returned to the people 
which were really theirs, and were paid by 
the Government towards the administra
tion of justice, thereby relieving the taxa
tion in the municipalities. The Govern
ment were not responsible for this expen
diture, as it wTas within the control of the 
municipalities. There were several iteniB 
of gross expenditure, such as the Algoma 
administration of justice, and of a trial the 
Senator stated the details of which were 
not given. He (Mr. Iloss) declared that 
these details were given in the public 
accounts.

Mr. LAUDER—That makes no differ- 
in. the amount.

Mr. ROSS said it prevented a fair com
parison being made. He complained, more
over, that the Senator had taken into ac
count a sum for the consolidation of the 
statutes, which was an excepti .nal expendi
ture, and w’ould not o'ten occur. The in
crease of expenditure in criminal cases was - 
to be expected in times of depression. He 
claimed that the surplus left by Mr. Sand- , 
field Macdonald had not been dissipated, ; 
but was as large as ever, as a deduction of ;

the liabilities from the total assets wo uld! 
show. The surplus under Saudfield Mac
donald was §4,756,000, while under the 
present Government it was §4,753,000, or a 
paltry §3,000 less than under the late Ad
ministration. Alluding to the salary grab, 
he said he had opposed it in the secret ses
sion, although he thought the members 
were better entitled to $800 than the mem
bers of the House of Commons to §1,000. 
The amendment he considered an attempt 
to make political capital rather than evinc
ing a desire to benefit the country.

Mr. BAR R, after criticising the barrenness 
of the address, said that it had neverthe
less provoked a great deal of acrimonious 
discussion. The bitterness of the debate 
was caused, in his opinion, by the unwar
rantable language of the Commissioner of 
Public Works and the Secretary. He 
proceeded to say that he did not believe 
the educational system was so perfect as it 
was claimed to be, the great fault being 
that it was too burdensome. (Hear, hear.) 
He thought the superintendents had too 
much power, and had exercised it arbitrari
ly. In touching upon the reference to the 
jury system, he said he would advocate an 
improvement in the method of selecting 
jurors. He intended to support the 
amendment to the address. That 
amendment was introduced by the 
hon. member for South Simcoe in 
conformity with a pledge he gave to his 
constituents, which pledge he (Mr. Barr) 
heard given. He favoured a reduction in 
the indemnity, and suggested that the 
Government should take into its considera
tion the necessity of establishing an asylum 
for idiots.

Mr. CROOKS said there was an asylum 
for idiots at Orillia.

Mr. BARR continued by urging the ap
pointment of a magistrate for Shelburne. 
In some places, he. said,there were as many 
magistrates as Reformers, but it seemed 
that there was no Reformer in Shelburne 
fit to be appointed. (Liughter.)

Mr. WIDDIFIELD moved the adjourn
ment of the debate.

The motion carried.
The House adjourned at 10.45,

NOTICES OF MOTION.
Mr. Bethune—On Monday next—Bill to 

amend the law respecting building so
cieties.

Mr. Bell—On Monday’ next—Order of 
the House for a return for each of the 
cities of Ontario of the particulars of the 
Separate Schools for the year 1876, as the 
same are tabulated on pages 38 and 39 of 
the report of the Minister of Education for 
the year 1876. (S.P., 1871, Pt. 2, vol. 10.) 
Also, on Monday, order of the House for a 
return for the year 1S76 • similar to that 
made for the Public Schools of each city of 
Ontario on pages 16 anti 17 of the report of 
the Minister of Education for 1876 for the 
Separate Schools of each of those cities ; 
also, a return similar to that made for Pub
lic Schools on pages 22 and 23 of the same 
report for the Separate Schools ; also, a re
turn similar to that made for Public Schools 
on pages 28 and 29 of the same report for 
the Separate Schools of the said cities. 
(S.P., 1878, Pt. 2, vol. 10.)

Mr. Lauder—Ou Monday next—Address 
to the Lieutenant-Governor for a return of 
all moneys collected by the Province of 
Ontario from the sales of school lands since 
Confederation. Also, on Monday next, 
address to the Lieutenant-Governor for a 
statement of all income and expenditure in 
detail of the University endowment fund 
for the years 1877 and 1S78, distinguishing 
between Toronto University and University 
College. A similar statement regarding 
Upper Canada College. Also, copies of the 
minutes of all meetings of the Senate of 
the University of Toronto held during the 
years 1877 and 1878, giving the names of 
all persons present at each of such meetings.

Mr. Sexton—On Monday—Bill to amend 
the general Road Companies’ Act; Bill to 
amend the Municipal Act; Bill to amend 
the Jurers’ Act.



ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

THIRD LEfilSMTURE-FOURTB SESSION

January 17.
The Speaker took the chair at three 

o’clock. ♦
Prayers were said by Rev. Dr. Young. 

PETITIONS.
Numerous petitions for private and pub

lic bills were presented.
Mr. MERRICK presented a petition in 

favour of the incorporation of the Orange 
Association of Eastern Ontario.

Mr. MOWAT moved that the time for 
receiving petitions for private bills be ex
tended till Tuesday next.

The motion carried.
THE ADDRESS.

Mr. WIDDIFIELD continued the de
bate on the address. He opened his re
marks by alleging that one of the consti
tuents of the Hon. M. C. Cameron had ex
pressed pleasure at the elevation of that 
lion, gentleman to the Bench, because Con
servatives would have a friend at Court. 
He was also pleased to see Mr. Cameron 
elevated to the Bench, but for a different 
reason, his belief being that Mr. 
Cameron would make an honest, 
upright and impartial judge. He 
condemned the Opposition for ob
jecting to the meagreness of the bill of 
fare, and expressed his opinion that it was 
quite right of the Government not to have 
proposed the introduction of legislation 
of a burning character now that the 
Parliament was just about to expire. He 
gave his hearty support to the scheme of 
Hon. E. Blake for the federation of the 
Empire, and to which end, he thought, the 
arrival of the Marquis of Lome and the 
Princess Louise in Canada would tend. He 
then referred to the educational system of 
the Province, the advantages of which he 
pointed cut, but admitted that it was very 
expensive. He thought it might not be 
impolitic on the part of the Government to 
distribute the surplus so as to lighten th«5 
burden of the educational system in the 
municipalities. He contended that, even 
after deducting the trust funds, there still 
remained a surplus in the treasury. He 
thought the distribution of the surplus 
would have a beneficial effect on the 
country. With regard to the dura
tion of Parliament, he considered 
the position taken by the hon. member for 
Stormont, unassailable. He would not 
venture to predict the result of the coming 
elections, particularly in view of the won
derful revolution of the 17th September. 
(Hear, hear.) He fancied, however, that 
the people would scarcely care to depose 
the Attorney-General for the sake of mak
ing the hon. member for London king. In 
touching upon the indemnity question, he 
had previously taken the position that the 
members should yield to the wishes of the 
country, but he could not but oppose the 
amendment to the Address, believing it 
was a mere motion of want of confidence.

Hon. Mr. MORRIS, who, on rising, was 
received with loud cheers, said he desired 
to make a few observations before the de
bate closed. He regretted he did no^ee 
the Commissioner of Public Works in his 
place, and especially so on account of the 
reason that prevented him from attending. 
That hon. gentleman was kind enough to 
make a personal reference to himself, to 
which he desired to allude before address
ing himself to the subject then under dis
cussion. His hon. friend was kind 
enough to congratulate him for three things. 
The hon. gentleman first congratulated him 
on his presence in the House, but said he 
was doubtful whether to qualify his return 
as a defeat or a victory, but that at any 
rate it was a hair-breadth escape. The 
hon. gentleman also said that he had ar- 
ri ved at the conclusion that it was no deg
radation for him (Mr. Morris) to become a 
member of this House after holding other 
positions in the country. He (Mr. Morris) 
had only to say this, that it should be a 
pride and a pleasure to any man, no matter 
what position he might have occupied in 
other Provinces, to hold a seat in the Legis
lature of what his hon. friend properly 
called the empire Province of the Dominion. 
(Cheers.) His hon. friend further congra
tulated him that he was not the leader of — 
the Opposition in the House, but only a 
deck hand. He might reply that he had 
never aspired to the position of leader of 
the Opposition, and he thought it would 
be unbecoming in any man, no matter 

what position he might nave occupied in 
the past in connexion with the legislature 
of old Canada or the Dominion, to assume 
to occupy the position of leader of the Op
position in a Province in which he had just 
arrived after an absence of six years, when 
there were other men who had passed their 
time here, were familiar with the questions 
coming up for legislation, and were 
perfectly competent to fill that position. 
He was heartily glad when the mantle of 
the Hon. Mr. Cameron fell on the should
ers of his friend, the member for London, 
a gentleman who, he knew, would discharge 
the duties devolving upon him with credit 
to himself and the country. (Cheers.) 
He was willing to take an oar in the Oppo
sition boat under his friend’s captaincy, 
and do his part in the race which would 
shortly come off, and a few months weuld 
tell which crew would win. He firmly be- 
lived that after the race had been run his 
hon. friend, the captain of the Opposition 
boat, would be found to have won. 
(Cheers.) It was however, perhaps, dan
gerous to prophesy, for he remembered 
that a few months ago it was prophesied 
that the Dominion Government would be 
sustained by an overwhelming majority, 
and they all knew' the story that was told 
on the 17th September last. (Hear, hear.) 
His hon. friend the Commissioner of Pub
lic Works was also kind enough to refer to 
his election for East Toronto, and to con
gratulate him on the narrow majority he 
obtained, saying it was an evidence of a 
reaction in the constituency. No doubt 
the hon, gentleman and his friends did 
their utmost to defeat him, but the hon. 
gentleman forgot to tell the House that the 
result was a great moral victory for 
the Conservatives. The strongest man that 
could be found on the Reform side was put 
in the field—a man with strong personal 
friends, and one who lived in the city— 
while he (Mr. Morris, a non-resident, who 
had been absent from the Province for six 
years, was nominated but some twelve 
days before the day of polling. He fancied 
that the Conservative party bad no reason 
to be ashamed of the result under such cir
cumstances. (Cheers.) He would refer to 
one other matter only personal to himself. 
The hon. Commissioner had argued that 
his (Mr. Morris’) entrance into the House 
entirely condoned the position occupied by 
the First Minister of having at one time 
had a seat on the Bench and having left it 
for the purpose of immediately entering the 
political arena as leader of the Government 
He contended that there was no parallel 
between the two cases. His friend tho 
Premier was postmaster under the Tache- 
Macdonald Government, and was appointed 
Vice Chancellor on the 14tn November, 
1864. He held that position till October, 
1873, when he resigned to become leader 
of the Government. IIi3 (Mr. Morris’) 
position was very different. He was ap
pointed Chief Justice of Manitoba, July, 
1872, and two months after, Lieut.-Gover- 
nor Archibald having left that Province, 
he was commissioned as Administrator. 
Three months afterwards, having 
discharged the duties of Chief 
Justice and Aministrator, he was 
appointed Lieut.-Governor of Mani
toba and the North-West territory. He 
therefore left the Bench, not to take an 
active part in politics or to form a Govern
ment, but to assume functions that were ' 
extra-judicial, for a Ijieut.-Go vernor would 
be betraying the trust reposed in him, if 
he were to recognize any party. On the 
expiration of his term of office, he returned 
to his native Province, and a few weeks 
ago, he was a private citizen and at the re
quest and by the selection of the electors 
of East Toronto, he entered this House. 
He thought he had made it clear there was 
no parallel between the two cases. He 
asked the pardon of the House for having 
alluded to these personal matters, but his 
remarks had been necessitated by the 
pointed references to himself made by the 
Treasurer and the Commissioner of Public 
Works. He would now notice briefly the 
the question raised by his hon. friend from 
Peterboro’, in regard to the duration of 
this House. He had followed very closely 
the arguments of the hon. member for 
Stormont, and the impression left upon 
him was this, that assuming that the Gov
ernment were technically right, it 
would mean that the Parliament 
was to continue in existence four 
and a half years after the will of the people 
had been declared at the general elections. 
He believed it was a violation of the spirit 
of the Act to hold that Parliament was to 
be prolonged for four years from the date 
of the return of the single exceptional 
writ from Algoma. (Hear, hear.) This 
was the view which would be entertained 
by the House and the country, and it 

' would-be inferred that the Government, I 
for reasons of their own, were extremely I 
anxious not to meet the people at the polls 
till as late a date as possible. Another 
subject which had been frequently men
tioned, and which had excited a great deal 
of we in some quarters, was the pamphlet - 
of the Ron. Senator Macpherson His - 
hon. friend the Premier had said it was 
unworthy of notice, although one of his 
own supporters considered that it was. A 
member of the Government had denounced 
■ t in extremely strong terms, and had pro- 
pounced the author to be either lamentably 
ignorant or dishonest. In this age of pro- 
giess we could not resist public opinion 
whether it was expressed by the press or by 
individuals. He held that any citizen, no 
matter what his sphere was, unless he were 
a member of the Bench, had a right to 
criticise the acts of the Government 
so long as he did so in a proper and respect
ful spirit. He had yet to learn that the 
facts stated in that panjphlet and the de
tails given m connection with them, which

were based upon figures given iu the pub
lic accounts, had been controverted. A 
mere denial would not satisfy the people, 
and some explanation would be required to 
remove the impression generally created. 
It was not his intention to enter into the 
figures on that occasion, but simply to point 
out that there was a question of fact before 
the House and the country. Was it or was 
it not a fact that the expenses of the Pro
vince had been steadily advancing while 
the revenue had practically come to a 
standstill ? No man could examine the 
public accounts without becoming satisfied 
that it was a fact, and that in course ef 
time our revenue would diminish. The 
revenue, apart from that derived from the 
Dominion, was obtained from the sales of 
Crown lands and timber limits. These 
sources of supply W’ere diminishing every 
day, and what we had was deteriorating 
in value. Every American railroad had 
agents here putting their lands into keen 
competition with ours, and offering
inducements to our young men
to leave u3. The difficulty had to be 
fairly met, for with a stationary or dimin
ishing income the Government must man
age its affairs -with prudence and economy, 
or they would be driven to the necessity 
of resorting to direct taxation, an expedi
ent which would stir up the country from 
one end to the other. It was beyond ques
tion that the expenditure of the country 
had increased. The Government did not 
deny it, and what was their justification 
for it ? They stated that there was a ne
cessity, as the country advanced and in
creased in population, for an increase in 
expenditure. Well, admit that fact and 
it only gave strength and cogency to his 
(Mr. Morris’) statement, that it was of the 
utmost importance that every department 
of expenditure should be closely scrutin
ized, that every leak should be stopped, 
and that every effort “hould be made to 
keep the expenditure within the income. 
(Hear, hear.) Would any one say it was 
necessary to spend $45,000, for instance, 
last year, on immigration? (Hear, hear.) 
Was there any one who would say it was 
wise to expend that sum at a time when 
the people of this country were asking for 
work, and when the cry of want was ring
ing through the Province? (Applause.) 
Then it might be found, if the accounts of 
the Central Prison were examined, that in 
the matter of car manufacturing and wood
en ware making the Government had not 
been so successful as some of the mer
chants of the city. (Hear, hear.) It was 
no excuse for the Government to say that 
the Opposition could not blame the Gov
ernment for the increase as they (the Oppo
sition) had the opportunity of criticising 
the increase, for, the Opposition had not 
the power to stop the increase, as was ad
mitted by one of the Ministers who. 
said, “ What is the use of motions 
for reducing the expenditure—because 
we cannot carry them.” (Applause.) The 
fact was the Government of the day was 
directly responsible for every expenditure 
in the House, no matter whether it was 
attacked by the Opposition or not. (Hear, 
hear.) He had not an intention to pro
long the discussion, but he wished to ob
serve that in his judgment there were two 
practical questions before the House and 
the country. The first was that a just 
equilibrium should be maintained between 
the incoming and the outgoing of our 
Province. That was a proposition which, 
he was satisfied, would recommend itself 
to the good sense of both sides of the 
House. The other question was the 
necessity for dealing with the surplus 
which was in the hands of the Govern
ment. He maintained that the Govern-
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done, the result 
the surplus was 

it was when this 
(Hear, hear.)

He did 
was any such 

been a Federalist 
he believed and
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went should mature a policy with reference 
to the surplus, ancl that it was not the duty 
of the Opposition, which did not control 
the House, and which had only to criticise 
the measures of the Government, to mature 
such a policy. Regarding the surplus, 
the hon. member for West Huron had 
evidently committed an error in stating 
tnat. the difference between the surplus 
left by the Hon. John Sandfield Macdon
ald and that of to-day was §300,000.

a voice-,§3,ooo:
Mr. MORRIS—Yes, §3,000 ; and, in 

coming to that conclusion, the hon. gentle
man had fallen into the error of not credit
ing Sandfield Macdonald with the funds in 
the hands of the Dominion Government, 
which funds he did take into account in 
calculating the surplus under the present 
Government. The First Minister, also, in 
his speech, claimed that the surplus was 
§4,752,000, in order to accomplish which 
sum he included among the assets the two 
million dollars of Dominion Trust Funds. 
He (Mr. Morris) thought it was only a 
matter of fairness that those funds, if 
taken into account at all, should be added 
to both surpluses. (Hear, hear.) And 
when that was ' "
would show that 
not now what 
Government took office.
The practical question which the House 
had to meet was “How is this surplus to 
be dealt with He was of opinion that 
the course to be taken with it should be a 
double one ; that the Government should 
devise a means whereby, by the utilization of 
a portion of it, the material development 
and progress of the Province could be

announced that it 
„ from his

House, and thatof the

I

ery. This was an unhappy allusion 
Members of the House had a* right to deal 
W‘th this question in the manner they 
thought fitting, provided they confined 
themselves within the observance of the 
rules of Parliament, and it did not become 
a Minister of the Crown to taunt his op
ponents with having donned garments of 
rags, &c., as was done the other evening 
buch language was not calculated to elevate 
the standard of the tone of the debates. 
One hon. gentleman said they must either 
hang together on this question, or liana 
separately and another Government mem- 
ber intimated that they were all going to 
the gallows. It might be that some hon 
gentlemen might find they were on the 
gallows of public opinion at the general 
elections. He claimed that the Opposition 
had a perfect right to present a direct issue 
to the House in order to obtain the opinion 
of the House on a question of great public 
importance. He saw no impropriety 
whatever in this question being raised in 
the state it had been. The minority, 
knowing that anything they proposed 
would be voted down, had to avail them- 
selves of the protection afforded by the 
rules of Parliament to obtain a record of 
the expression of their views in the man
ner they thought best. The supporters of 
the Government said the amendment 
should not be adopted, because it was a 
violation of a compact. A great many 
members were not bound by any such com- 
pact. He himself tfas not bound by it 
If there was such a compact, it was broken 
and dissolved when the late leader 
ot the Opposition 
would be moved against 
side 
a motion would be submitted for a reduc- 
tmn of the indemnity. It was also broken 
when the Minister of Education and the 
Provincial Secretary moved, the first to 
reduce the indemnity and the second to 
abolish it altogether. (Hear, hear.) It 
was idle to talk about a compact when both 
parties cast it to the winds. The Provin
cial Secretary said the other day that this 
compact was as solemn as an oath.

Mr. HARDY—1 said the signature was 
as sacred as an oath. •

Mr. MORRIS—The terms used were 
general. It was alleged that this side of 
the House were going behind their honour, 
bringing degradation on the country, and 
breaking au oath. What was this 
solemnity ? A round robin ! ! (Laughter.)

Mr. HARDY—I was then addressing 
myself to the hon. member for London, and 
referred to the letter written by him. I in 
no sense referred to the round robin being 
as r.olemn as an oath.

Mr. MORRIS said he was quite prepared 
to accept that statement, 
member now said that 
member for London had 
on what was i J ’ 
oath, because he wrote a simple letter in
timating what was the will of the House. 
As to the alleged compact, how long was it 
to endure ? Was it forever ?—if not, for 
how long? He had always a dread of 
round-robins, believing them to be traps to 
catch the unwary. (Hear, bear.) They 
were often used by weak Governments in 
order to divest themselves of responsibility. 
His own experience and belief was that 
they were like the Australian boomerang, 
which returned and struck the man who 
threw it. Throughout the whole discus
sion gentlemen on the other side had en
tirely ignored the cardinal principle of the 
responsibility of Governmont. He held 
that under our system the Government of 
the day were responsible for every act 
adopted by the Legislature and for every 
measure of finance. They must therefore 
be called strictly and personally to account 
for the increase of the indemnity, because 
if they had not approved of it, it was their 
duty to have said so, and to deal with it in 
the ordinary way. The charge of bad faith 
and treachery was never more unfairly 
put before the House than on this occasion, 
and would recoil on the heads of those who 
preferred it. Throughout the debate there 
had been an absolute ignoring of the rights 
of the people on the other side of the 
House. Public opinion was against the in
creased indemnity and the House had a 
simple duty to perform no matter whether 
the compact be cast to the winds or not. 
As one unfettered by the compact, he had 
endeavoured to look at the question in a 
calm and dispassionate spirit, and had 
come to the conclusion that the House 
would be doing right to declare that the 
compact was no longer binding and that 
they would put an end to it. (Cheers.) He 
had no intention of trespassing on the time 
and attention of the House, and he would 
conclude his remarks by stating that he 

hon. 
hon.

The 
the 

gone back 
equivalent to an

had no hesitation in voting for the amend
ment under the consideration of the House ; 
and, he would do so because he be
lieved the country demanded it, because 
he believed it was in the interests of the 
country and because he believed it 
would be a practical step in the 
direction of that real ceonomy which is so 
much needed in the administration of our 
public affairs. For these reasons he would 
have no hesitation whatever in giving his 
cordial vote for the amendment. (Ap
plause. )

Mr. MILLER followed. He remarked 
that he believed there was some of that 
spirit of Reform in the hon. gentleman 
who had just taken his seat, which char
acterized his father—Hon. Jas. Morris. He 
contended that not one half of the pine 
lands of the Province were under license, 
and that the dangers of a diminished reve
nue were not so great as the Opposition 
wished to indicate. He expressed the 
opinion that the trade in white pine lum
ber was reviving rapidly, and that the 
revenue was consequently improving, and 
he hoped he would hear less about a failing 
revenue in the fnture. He was opposed to 
the accumulation of a surplus, and main
tained that a method should be 
provided to dispose of it. He in
dicated his intention of voting 
“straight and square” for an indemnity 
of §800, and if he could not get §800 he 
would be willing to move that it be swept 
away altogether. He, however, w’ould fol
low the Government in anything it propos
ed in the matter. He opposed a reduction 
in the membership of the House, and, it 
being six o’clock, moved the adjournment 
of the debate.

Mr. MOVVAT seconded the motion, stat
ing that both sides of the House agreed to 
it, as there was no chance of getting 
through the debate to-night.

The motion carried.
THE TORONTO INDUSTRIAL EXHI

BITION.
Mr. BELL presented a petition for an 

Act to incorporate the Industrial Exhibi
tion Association.

The House adjourned at six o’clock.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
Mr. Flesher — On Tuesday — Order 

of the House for a return of all moneys re
ceived by the Provincial Treasurer during 
the years ’74, ’75, ’76, ’77, ’78, as fees for
feited by Division Court bailiffs. Such re
turn to give the name of the bailiff forfeit
ing such fees, the name of the Division 
Court Clerk to whom such fees were paid, 
the style of the cause in which such fees 
were forfeited, and the amount of each for
feit separately. Also on Tuesday—Order 
of the House for copies of all correspond
ence, affidavits, or papers filed in the office 
of the Attorney-General from any person 
or persons, respecting the south half of lot 
No. 14 in the 10th con. of the township of 
Tecumseh (part of the Mercer estate), or 
from any person or persons claiming the 
right to purchase said half lot.

Mr. Currie—On Tuesday—Bill to amend 
the Division Courts Act.

Bill to amend the Association Act.
Bill to amend the Municipal Act.
Mr. Graham—On Tuesday next—Order 

of the House for a statement of the number 
of applications for loans which have been 
made under the Tile Drainage Act of 1878, 
the municipality by which applications 
have been made, the sums actually paid 
out of said fund, the municipality to which 
such payments have been made.

Mr. Boulter—On Tuesday next-—Order 
of the House for copies of all reports of the 
Inspector of Colonization Roads to the 
Crown Lands’ Department for the last three 
years.

aided and that at the same time the Govern
ment should secure such a reserve fund, and 
keep it in hand, as would prevent the ne
cessity for the House to devise new ways 
and means of raising a revenue. Passing 
Irvin that subject he said that the cry had 
been raised in the House and elsewhere 
that the Conservative party desired to do 
away with the Local Legislature. ” “ ’
not believe
desire. He 
all his life, 
maintained that the Local Legislatures 
were the very safety valves of eur system 
and that m a country like this, stretchy’ 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, with so 
many diverse local interests, oue general 
Parliament could not govern it satisfac
torily so far as those particular interests 
were concerned. But it was a fact that 
the thinking men of the country were con
sidering the future of the Province. They 
could see that wc had arrived at a crisis in 
our history, and, seeing that our revenue 
was stationary, they had suggested that 
the expenditure must be reduced some- 
'Yh®r®' Jhe suggestion had been made 
that the House should be reduced in mem- 
bewhip ; but it had been denounced by 
the Provincial Secretary as a Tory 
doctrine of the most extraordinary 
character, which showed a desire 
on the part of the Conservative party to 
stea* 1 away the rights of the people. He 
(Mr. Morris) did not advocate that sug- 
gestion. It was a tentative suggestion. 
It would result m a saving of some §50,000 
a year but it remained for the people of the 
country to consider it and approve or dis
approve of it. It was a matter to be dealt 
with m the future, but the fact that it was 
suggested proved that the people were be
ginning to take stock of their own affairs 
and to think that economy could be 
exercised in the public affairs of the coun
try (Hear, hear.) Then there was 
another suggestion made, namely, the re
duction of the Cabinet to four Ministers, 
winch would result in a diminution in the 
expenditure. That was a question which 
would follow a reduction in the member
ship. Then there was a practical sug
gestion before the House that there might 
be a saving of about §50,000 more by a re
duction of the indemnity to members. 
He would now pass on to the amendment 
before the House, on which they would 
be called to vote. That motion affirmed a 
principle of common sense. It affirmed 
that in the administration of our public 
affairs there should be every economy con- 
sistent with efficiency, and it suggested a 
means of economizing in one particular 
direction by the reduction of the indemni- 
ty, and the expenses incurred in connection 
with the salaries of ministers. It had been 
assailed in a very violent manner by the 
members of the Government, and their 

_ supporters, and terms had been flung across 
the House, which had a tendency to em
bitter the discussion. One member of the 
Go V-ament had gone so far a3 to say that 
the Opposition had hoisted the black flag, which was always associated with treach’-
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January 20.
The Speaker took the chair at three 

o’clock.
Prayers were read by Rev. Father Bergen. 

PETITIONS.
Several petitions were presented, among 

which were petitions by Air. Bell and Mr. 
Alorris, praying for the consolidation of the 
Toronto City Debt.

THE ADDRESS.
On the orders of the day being called,
Mr. MEREDITH, referring to The Mail 

report of his speech at the opening of the 
debate, said that he was credited with 
having stated that sectarian cries influenced 
the late East Toronto election. He did not 
intend to say sectarian cries; but he re
ferred to national cries which he believed 
had the effect of reducing the majority. 
So far from sectarian cries having prevailed 
he thought it was quite the reverse.

Mr. AIILLER, who had the floor, said he 
was not well enough to continue his obser
vations. He would, however, correct the 
report of his Friday’s speech in the Globe, 
which made him say that the hon. member 
for East Toronto was, or had been, a Re
former. He did not make such a state
ment. What he said was tiiat the hon. 
gentleman had Reform blood in his veins, 
his uncle having favoured theReform party, 
and his father having acted with the Re
form party in the matter of the Clergy Re
serves.

Mr. GIBSON, after congratulating the 
House on the progress of education, op
posed the tax exemption question, which, 
he said, was only agitated in the cities, 
while in the towns and villages it w'as as 
dead as the Dead Sea. The reason why 
the cities agitated the abolition of 
exemptions was the fact that they were 
heavily in debt, Toronto, the principal city 
of the Province, having a debt which he 
(Mr. Gibson) would not like to see attached 
to the Province ; as the present Opposi
tion was to be in power next 
year it would be as well for the Gov
ernment to leave them something to legis
late on, and the exemption question would 
be as good a one as there cculd be for them 
to practise on. He commended the 
drainage scheme of last year, and expressed 
the opinion that its advantages might be 
extended. He then proceeded to attack 
the position assumed by the hon. member 
for East Toronto, and said that he had 
been a candidate in another constituency 
before he presented himself in East To
ronto, and gained his great moral vic
tory. In touching upon the indemnity 
question, he said the hon. member was sup
porting the amendment for party reasons 
rather than for the interests ,of the 
country. He did not blame the member 
for South Simcoe for moving the amend
ment, the effect of which he did not fore
see—(laughter)—but the leaders of the Op
position who prompted the motion. The 
impassioned appeal of the member for Lon
don gave ground for the inference that the 
move did not come from the rank and file 
of the party. It was a good speculation to 
risk the loss of the $200 a year in order to 
gain the official salaries of members of a 
government. (Ironical iaughter.) He did 
not believe, however, that the wondrous 
“ wave” of the 17th September would en
gulf the Ontario Government. He consid
ered the amendment dreadfully unfair, as 
all the members of the House were equally 
guilty, and he was willing to take his 
share of the responsibility. He maintained 
that the “ compact” had not been broken, 
and should be observed. It was the or
gans of the Conservative party that first 
attempted to break the agreement. He 
believed that if Air. Cameron had retained 
his position in the House, he 
would never have allowed his
party to resort to such tactics.
He thought the Opposition bad unfairly 
got the Reform side of the House into a 
corner, as they had either to vote against 
the reduction or vote non confidence in the 
Government. (Laughter.) He went on 
to say that with regard to the duration of 
Parliament, he was content to leave the 
constitutional question in the hands of the 
Attorney-General and the member for 
Stormont. He indicated his intention of - 
voting straight with the Government.

Mr. SNETSINGER said he was going 
to vote with the Government on the in
demnity question, and expressed his dis
approval of the National Policy.

Air. AIcAIAHON expressed his regret at 
the withdrawal of several hon. members 
from the House, and expressed his opinion 
that, though an honourable man, the pre-

- sent leader of the Opposition would not be
- such a gold leader as Air. Cameron. He 

attacked Sir John Macdonald and Dr. 
Tupper, for not having passed an order 
in Council ordering a rise in the price of 
grain—(laughter),—and condemned the 
Dominion Government on the ground that 
the promised good times had not arrived. 
He alluded briefly to the departure of Lord 
Dufferin, and stated that he, for one, did not 
agree with the remarks which were made 
concerning his then Excellency by the Re
form journals in 1873. He then made some 
eulogistic remarks in reference to the 
Aliuister of Education and his measures, 
but admitted that some reform was needed 
in the way of reducing the burden of the 
educational system on the people. 
The exemption question he considered a 
difficult one to handle, and he did not 
think the Opposition could suggest a satis
factory solution. His views of the in
demnity difficulty were that its introduc
tion this session was to be regretted ; tiiat 
a solemn compact had been entered into ; 
that this compact had been violated first 
by The Mail, and afterwards by the Oppo
sition ; and finally, that no political ad
vantage should be taken to the detriment 
of the Government. The amendment meant 
a motion of want of confidence, and asked 
the members of the House to stultify them
selves. Could any one be so dead to all 
sense of honour as to vote for this motion. 
(Laughter.) If it were pronounced wrong 
to have taken the increased indemnity, 
then hon. members ought to disgorge— 
(laughter)—what they had already taken, 
OT serve this session for nothing. (Laugh
ter ) He intended to vote against the 
amendment.

Mr. LONG, in referring to the second 
paragraph of the Address, said he could 
not join in the congratulations therein ex
pressed, as he understood the har
vest had been very unsatisfactory. 
He was free to admit that the 
educational system was almost perfect, but 
he ascribed the chief credit of this result 
to the late Superintendent of education. 
The only fault found with the system was 
its expensiveness, and he hoped the Alinis- 
ter of Education would propose some 
seheme to reduce the burden on the people. 
Some amendment was necessary in regard 
to the extensive powers given to School 
Boards, as it was thought the ratepayers 
Should have some check on the expendi
ture. He regretted that the extension of 
the jurisdiction of the Division Courts was 
Uot suggested in the Address, and express
ed his opinion that it would be unwise to 
distribute the surplus in such a way as to 
leave the Treasury bare of funds. The 
Treasury—while so many benevolent in
stitutions were under the Government- 
should not be left without a surplus. In 
consequence of the large quantities of bad 
butter imported into this countiy from the 
United States, he suggested a proper 
system of inspection. Regarding the 
indemnity, he pointed put that it was the 
Government which broke the contract be
tween members of parties of either side of 
the House. The indemnities were increas
ed at a time when the Province could af
ford it ; but now, salaries having a down
ward tendency, and economy being the 
order of the day, the members of the House 
should begin by reducing their own re
seipts. The indemnity was not given in 
order that members should make money 
out of representing the people, and he, for 
one, would not mind if it was wiped out 
altogether. If it was wiped out the peo
ple would not object to it; and, now that 
a reduction was asked, it could not hurt 
the electors. Why, therefore, should some 
hon. members make such an objection to a 
reduction? (Hear, hear.) The present 
salaries of Ministers, he held, would not 
be too high if they gave their entire time 
to their offices ; but they, did not do that, 
and therefore should submit to a decrease. 
He referred in humorous terms to the 
claims of Reform newspapers that the East 
Toronto election resulted in a moral vic
tory for the Reformers, and stated that a 
few more such moral victories for the Re
form party, and the present Loyal Opposi
tion would be the Ministerial party. (Ap
plause.)

Mr. CALVIN, who on rising was receiv
ed with loud applause, in referring to the 
second paragraph in the address, asked if 
the Government intended to use the sur

plus by chartering a vessel to carry cattle 
and produce across the Atlantic, a3 it was 
almost inferred that facilities would be 
given to carry on the trade. (Laughter.) 
He then referred to the necessity' of legis
lating in regard to |he exemption from 

■—- taxation, and pointed out what injustice 
was inflicted upon a large portion of the 
coinmunity by the existence of these ex
emptions. It was not right to exempt 
large sums of money on mortgages, which 
were generally well secured. The banks 
that lent money and gained large interest 
wore exempt, while the farmers had to pay 
on what they owed. He would advocate 
the taxing of mortgages and the exemption 
of personal property. He condemned the 
unequal distribution of the Alunicipal Loan 
fund, the expenditure on the Central 
Prison, the financial results of the estab- 
jishtpgnt of the School of Technology, and 
£be inconsistencies characterising the rules 
and regulations allowed to be issued by 
school authorities under the operation of 
the school law'.

It being six o’clock the Speaker left the 
chain ........... „ - -

After Recess.
Air. CALVIN resumed his remarks. Re

ferring to the unfair practices Reformers 
adopted in order to defeat their opponents, 
he illustrated his point by quoting the inci
dents connected with the Pacific Scandal, 
the result of which had been the defeat of 
Sir John Macdonald’s Government, the 
postponement of the time at which the 
Pacific railway would be completed, and 
the placing of a white elephant on the 
shoulders of the people in the shape of steel 
rails and uncompleted surveys. He con 
d<. .cd the argument of the hon. member 
fo. Sto? mt that the House was not com
plete w ..de one constituency was unrepre
sented, and pointed out that though for 
political purposes the Government did not j 
think the House complete because 
one member was not present, still some 
years ago, for political purposes, the same 
party held that the House was complete, 
although eight constituencies were unrepre
sented. Respecting the indemnity, he 
said one dollar was worth now what a dol
lar and a half was when the indemnity was 
raised, and a reduction by about one-third 
would now be only just. The same with 
regard to Ministerial salaries.

Mr. HUNTER said that if it had taken 
the House eight days to discuss three 
clauses of the Address, any scheol boy 
could calculate how long it was going to 
discuss the entire Address. He attributed 
the lightness of the depression as felt in 
Ontario to the money expended by the 
Government on public works, and express
ed the opinion that the Government 
would be justified in spending a 
portion of the surplus in similar 
works. He thought that the amount of 
the indemnity should be fixed by statute. 
He was prepared to deal with the indemnity 
at the proper time, but he was not to be 
caught by such chaff as the amendment in
troduced by the Opposition. He had already 
favoured a reduction to $600, and he was 
willing to support the wiping out of the 
indemnity altogether, which he thought 
would effect a double saving ; it would 
save the money, and it would save the cost 
of polling in many constituencies, as there 
would not be so many aspirants for seats in 
the House. He was opposed to the reduc
tion of the salaries of Ministers, believing 
that they were net paid more than they were 
worth. In referring to the amendments be
fore the House, he said their effect was to 
condemn the Government for simply ac
ceding to the general wishes of hon. mem
bers on both sides of the House. He pro
phesied that one day the hon. member for 
London would regret the course he had 
taken. He hoped that the Attorney- 
General would deal with the Division 
Court question as promised last session. 
He gave it as his opinion that the Domin
ion insolvency law might be amended, as 
it afforded inducements to men to become 
bankrupt. He believed that the In
solvency law should be brought into force 
periodically only, say once in five years.

Air. RICHARDSON could only join in 
the congratulations of the Address in so 
far as they referred to the arrival of the 
Marquis of Lome and his wife. In ad
verting to the exemption question, he said 
that the hundreds of petitions sent to the 
House gave an unmistakeable indication of 
the sense of the country. He believed that I 
even judges and ministers should be as
sessed. The poor man with a few hun
dred dollars a year and a half acre of 
ground had to pay taxes, and it was a 
piece of class legislation to exempt rich 
ministers and judges. It was the duty of 
the House to give effect to public opinion, i



and not to carry out their own views, and 
this consideration should have particular 
weight in regard to the reduction of the in
demnity to members. It was a vain excuse 
to offer to say that a round robin was 
signed ; the people said that it should not 
have been signed. Whatever wrong the 

— House had done with closed doors, it must 
undo in open session. In reverting to the 
exemption question, he said the House 
should deal with it, particularly as it was 
said that a large quantity of land was 
locked up in mortmain, which escaped tax
ation. In alluding to the Provincial School 
System, he said that he considered that the 
question should be approached from a non
political point of view. He was free to ad
mit that the system was an expensive 
one. The system, however, had advanced 
and he would be the last to raise his hand 
in favour of interfering with its efficiency. 
He regretted that the Government had not 
seen fit to introduce a bill to extend the 
jurisdiction of the Division Courts and 
attributed the neglect to do so to an ex
pression of opinion on the part of the 
lawyers in opposition to it. He ridiculed 
the puny attempts of the Provincial Secre
tary to injure the leader of the Opposition, 
mid pointed out that though the Secretary 
thought himself a Goliah the hon. member 
for London had proved himself a David, 
and, like David, he had discomfitted the 
would be giant. (Applause.) He advo
cated the lessening of the cost of the hold
ing of municipal elections, and favoured a 
reduction in the membership of the House.

Mr. CURRIE said he did not wish to 
prolong the debate ; but he desired to con
gratulate the hon. member for London on 
his election to the leadership of the Oppo
sition, which he did. He looked upon the 
amendment of the hon. member for South 
Simcoe as a want of contidenee motion, and 
declared that the proper time to reduce 
the indemnity was when the estimates 
were under consideration. He alleged that 
it w as the policy of the Opposition to spend 
the surplus and to reduce the representa
tion of the people by ono half.

Mr. MEREDITH—That was the hon. 
member for Stormont.

Mr. CURRIE thought the Opposition ap
plauded that statement. At all events the 
leading organ of the Opposition advocated 
it. And he could not understand 
■why a paper like The Mail, read by so 
many people in this Province, should make 
such statements as it did on the subject. 
Only the other day it said the Assembly
men of New York State only received 
$300 a year. If its writers had consulted 
a Tribune almanac or a copy of the consti
tution of New York, they would have 
found that the indemnity was §1,500.

Mr. BOULTER-What date?
Mr. CURRIE—At the last adoption of 

the constitution.
Mr. BOULTER—In 1875 it was §1,000 

a session.
Mr. CURRIE said in 1875 it was §1,500.

The other planks of the Opposition were a 
reduction in the Ministers and in their 
salaries. He then discussed Senator Mac
pherson’s pamphlet, prefacing his re
marks by a request for water, as the subject 
was dry. The pamphlet was grossly in
accurate, and in it the Senator for the 
Saugeen Division omitted to say that the 
increase in the expenditure between 1868 
and 1871 was greater than the increase be
tween 1871 and 1877. IJe also complained 
of the cost of the Legislature, but the 
miserable imitation of the House of Lords 
to which he belonged cost more than the 
Legislature. For the last six sessions its 
members received §6,000, while members 
of the Legislature had received only §4,200, 
or §1,800 less. And during those six ses
sions the Senate sat 249 days, ®nd the 
Senator from the Saugeen division attend
ed prayets 179 times. For his Senatorial 
labours he received §30, or thirty-seven and 
a half bushels of wheat, a day. (Laughter.) 
In 1877 the Senate cost the country 
$135,000. The Speaker was paid §4,000, 
whereas the Speaker of this House, who 
was just us able an officer, was grudged 
§1,500. The Opposition had taunted an 
hon. member with having deserted Mr. 
Sandficld Macdonald, but they had evi
dently forgotten how they deserted him, 
when, a short period before hie withdrawal 
from the House, they voted against his 
motion condemning the increase of the 
Executive Council. Ho would ask the 
House where was the man among the Op- 
nosition worthy to assume the mautle of 
the late Mr. Sandfield Macdonald. He 
proceeded to say that the question at the 
coming elections would be on a square party 
issue—whether the people wish to retain 
the present good and economic Govern

ment or would they replace it by one 
hitherto untried. He f^lt satisfied that 
when the Government showed their record 
they would be returned to power by an 
appreciative people.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN said the essence of 
the debate was that portion cf it relating to 
the amendment. While he had not signed 
the round-robin,, he was willing to take his 
share of the responsibility for the increase 
of the indemnity, as he had assented to it. 
The history cf the question showed to what 
extreme lengths party strife was carried. 
The session after the increase was made, it 
was stated that public opinion was adverse 
to the stop taken, and the then leader pf 
the Opposition honourably intimated that 
his own follower? would move for its rever
sal. This led to the motion of the Hon. 
Mr. Crooks, whom he did pot condemn as 
acme did, because he used arguments 
against his own motion. False reports ,pf 
the vote taken on the question were sup
plied to the press, and were used as wea
pons of attack. The Reform press were 
not scrupulous in using the information in 
attacking Conservatives in certain constitu
encies, and in his own constituency this 
course W4_s taken. He said that some <jf 
the members were induced to sign theround 
robin by the hon. member for Stormont; 
and yet that gentleman could now stand 

and talk of wiping out ihp indemnity 
altogether. He had himself thought that 
the motion under consideration was carry
ing party warfare too far, but when he 
considered the extent to whjch such war
fare was carried by the Reformers, all his 
doubts on the subject had been dispelled. 
In fact, the announcement of the hon. 
member for Stormont, who indicated that 
the Government would move for the reduc
tion of the indemnity at a time when it 
would best suit their political purpose, 
proved to him that the Opposition were in 
-the right in moving in the matter. The 
.declaration of lie hon. member for Stor
mont, moreover, relieved the Opposition 
gom any obligation—if there was such ob

ligation—not to move in the matter. If the 
Government had intended to reduce the 
indemnity they could have announced that 
they intended to do so, through the 
Speech from the Throne. He did not 
think §800 was too large an indemnity, 
but after having given the matter a fair 
and calm consideration, he had come to the 
conclusion that he was bound to vote with 
a leader whom hon. gentlemen on the Op
position side of the House w-ere proud of, 
because that gentleman had been charged 
with having been guilty of a dishonourable 
act in supporting the motion himself. If 
he (Mr. O’Sullivan) voted with the Gov
ernment, he felt he would be 
voting that the hon. leader of 
the Opposition was sacrificing his 
honour, which he did not believe. 
Both parties had Peen guilty of resorting 
to the extreme measures of party warfare, 
but the Conservatives did not claim to 
possess all the purity in the House, whereas 
the Reformers were hypocritical enough to 
lay claim to all the virtues known, and in 
this consisted the difference between the 
two parties. He himself felt that the 
greatest amount of immorality he had to 
wade through since he entered the House 
came from the other side. (Laughter.) 
He would not, however, admit that he and 
his associates in the House were not worth 
§800. It seemed to him that both parties 
inside and outside the House would cringe 
and fawn to any feeling, whether national 
or religious, in order to gain political 
ascendancy. It should have been the aim 
of the politicians to bridge over any gulfs 
of disunion that existed among the people, 
who were once so happy, contented and 
united. Strife had been created even 
among workmen in the same shops and a 
fruitful source of danger had arisen. The 
fall of Jerusalem in ancient days and 
Paris in modern days was due 
to disunion among the inhabitants. He re
ferred to the disgraceful scenes lately 
enacted in Montreal as one consequence of 
fostering a feeling of strife amongst Cana
dians, which he said should be discounten
anced by the political leaders and the 
press. He disclaimed any dictation on the 
part of the press and said that though he 
voted against the Government he did not 
vote in favour of a reduction in the in
demnity, because it hail been said that 
those who voted against it would be mark
ed men. He was supremely indifferent as 
to whether he was a marked man or not, 
and stated that that dictation was some
times not very wise, as an evidence of 
which he quoted a recommendation by one 
of the Toronto papers that the man to be 
selected by a party convention should 

be he who could command- the 
most votes, irrespective of hisqua’ifica ions 
and ability. It had been said that if the 
indemnity should be reduced, the salaries 
of Ministers should also be reduced, as 
both had been increased together, and he 
was inclined to take this view. He denied 
the charge which had been made against 
him that he had been put forward us an 
automaton to attack an hon. gentleman on 
the other side. He came to the House as 
a free and independent member, and would 
scorn to be made a tool of. He regretted 
the tone which the debate had assumed, 
and that such terms as dishonour should 
have been flung across the floor. It was 
an unworthy thing to refer to the hon. 
member for Kent as illiterate as had been 
done, and were he to adopt a similar tone, 
he would say such a remark was worthy of 
a bombastic, empty and vulgar mind. In 
conclusion, he expressed the hope that 
greater courtesy would be cultivated by 
both sides of the House.

Mr. WILLS, joined in the congratu
lations of the Address at the accession 
to office of the Marquis of Lome, the 
arrival of the Princess Louise, and the 
acquisition of territory by the Province. 
He condemned the Government for not 
having brought down at an earlier date the 
receipts and expenditure of 1877- In re
plying to the remarks of the Commissioner 
of Public Works, he said it was unfair to 
charge the Opposition with desiring to re
duce the salaries of the clerks, because 
they advocated the reduction of Ministers’ 
salaries. He severely criticized the rail
way' and immigration policies of the Gov
ernment, and animadverted on the en
deavour which was made by the Govern
ment to prevent a thorough investigation 
of the Public Accounts. He had endeavour
ed to get information with regard to various 
items, but the Minister of Public Works 
objected to the giving of such information, 
remarking that he examined all the ac
counts of his department—as much as to 
say that the accounts of other departments 
were not correct.

Mr. BOULTER—He is the fighting man 
of the Government. (Laughter.)

Mr. WILLS, pursuinghis argument, said 
that if any accounts should be examined, 
those accounts were those of he who as
sumed to bo so correct. He condemned 
the habit into which the House had fallen 
into of passing laws creating expenditures, 
and leaving those expenditures for the 
municipalities to meet. He favoured a de
crease in the indemnity, as the people were 
of opinion that such a decrease should be 
made. He held the same opinion with re
gard to the Ministerial salaries.

Mr. PAXTON moved the adjournment 
of the House.

Mr. MOWAT intimated his desire to 
close the debate to-morrow.

Mr. MEREDITH was of the same opinion, 
but he pointed out that the greatest 
amount of time had been occupied by Minis
terialists.

The motion carried.
The House adjourned at 11.45.

______ __________JL__.

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

THIRD LEGISLATURE—FOURTH SESSION

January 21.
The Speaker took the chair at three 

o’clock.
Prayers were read by Rev. Father Bergin.
Several petitions were presented.

THE ADDRESS.
Mr. PAXTON resumed the debate on the 

address. His speech consisted, for the 
most part, of a series of eulogistic remarks 
on the general policy of the Government. 
He argued that it showed a great want of 
honour on the part of the Opposition to 
bring forward such a motion as the amend
ment to the amendment, which was pro
posed in order to gain a mean advantage. 
He expressed surprise that the hon. mem
ber for London should have countenanced 
such a proceeding. To reduce the in
demnity below a fair figure would be con
sidered a dangerous proceeding, and might 
lead to abuses such as had existed in the 
United States legislatures. He considered 
that the hon. member for Stormont had 
been inconsistent in changing his opinions 
so often on the indemnity question. He 
thought that, despite this buncombe 
amendment, the majority of the Opposition 
were praying that the §800 might continue. 
He considered that members of this 
House were as much entitled to §800 as the 
members of the House of Commons were



to $1,000. He admitted that many of the 
Reform papers had done wrong in attack
ing hon. members fordoing justice to them
selves. But he intimated his willingness 
to stand or fall by the increased indemnity, 
which he would support.

Mr. BROWN said he had voted in the 
first place in favour of the 8600 indemnity, 
and he would vote for it again. (Applause.) 
Referring to the attempts which had 
been made to cast the responsibily for the 
increase upon the Opposition, he pointed 
out that of necessity the Government were 
responsible for all the legislation of the 
House. He expressed his obligations to the 
hon. member for North Ontario for his ad
vice to the Opposition, but showed that 
the Opposition could manage its own affairs, 
while the Government would also have as 
much as they could do to look after 
their affairs. He regretted that 
nothing was to be done in the 
matter of the exemptions, and in
dicated his intention of voting for the 
amendment introduced by the lion, mem
ber for South Simcoe.

Mr. WILSON criticised the course of the 
Opposition in reference to tile indemnity, 
and accused Senator Macpherson with 
being, of political partizans the most ex
treme. He had no hesitation in voting for 
the continuance of the indemnity at 8800 
because, after having supported the in
crease he could not conscientiously vindi
cate himself before his constituents for 
voting for a decrease at this the last session 
of the Legislature.

Mr. FERRIS devoted a great portion of 
his remarks to an adverse criticism of the 
pamphlet of Senator Macpherson. He at
tacked the amendments for the same reasons 
as were given by previous speakers on the 
Government side.

M r. SEXTON congratulated the House and 
the country on the fact that the debate 
was likely to close that evening. (Hear, 
hear.) In referring to the amendments, 
he said their effect would not do much 
to reduce the existing depression. 
He supported the continuance of the in
demnity at its present figure, and compar
ing the work of members of the Legislature 
with the amount of legislation passed, and 
the number of days during which members 
were engaged at Ottawa, argued that mem
bers of the Legislature were as well entitled 
to a large indemnity as were members of 
the Commons. He could not vote want of 
confidence in the Government, but if the 
Government brought the matter up he 
would be prepared to support them in a 
reduction. He favoured the continuance 
of the Ministerial salaries at their present 
figure,

Mr. TOOLEY joined with his Honour in 
the congratulations expressed at the growth 
of our cattle trade with Great Britain, and 
suggested the adoption of a course by the 
Legislature by which the improvement 
of Canadian stock would be effected, 
and the necessity for buying the better 
class of stock at Chicago avoided. He 
was pleased to hear expressions in favour 
of changes in the jury laws, and hoped 
that any proposed amendments would be 
referred to a committee of competent men. 
Regarding the indemnity he disclaimed 
any responsibility for articles on the sub
ject in the London Herald, and pointed 
out that the member for East Elgin (Mr. 
Wilson) had last session voted for the de
crease which he now objected to. On the 
part of the Opposition there had been no 
breach of faith in introducing the motion 
under consideration, for after the proposi
tion to reduce was made last session— 
after notification that such a motion would 
come from the Opposition—the matter was 
thrown open for the members of the House 
to deal with as they thought proper. 
(Hear, hear.) He pointed out that the 
Provincial Government patronage of 
the County of Middlesex had been 
handed over by the Government 
to Mr. David Glass, who, having been 
elected to the House of Commons as a Con
servative, afterwards became a Reformer. 
He (Mr. Tooley) did not expect to have 
any of the patronage, but he had presented 
a petition signed by numerous Reformers 
asking for certain appointments to the 
Commission of the Peace. The Attorney- 
General replied that he would take the 
matter into his consideration, and the re
sult of his taking the matter into his con
sideration was, that there was no necessity 
for such appointments. A short time 
afterwards the Attorney-General actually 
found that a new Commission of the Peace 
was necessary, and he appointed to it a 
number of gentlemen, notone of whom was 
mentioned in the petition he (Mr. Tooley) 
had the honour of presenting. And so 
numerous were the appointments that 
there five of them within two 

miles of his (Mr. Tooley’s) own 
door—(laughter)—30 that there was no 
danger of him (Mr. Tooley) committing a 
robbery in that vicinity. He did not com
plain of the appointments made, but he 
might point out that one of the new Jus
tices of the Peace told a friend that he did 
not intend to qualify, but he did intend to 
hand the commission down as an heirloom. 
(Laughter.) Regarding the indemnity, he 
said he had voted to reduce it last session, 
and he was prepared to vote the same way 
this year. (Applause.)

Mr. ROSEVEAR said that he had 
thought when the subject of increasing the 
indemnity was first introduced that mem
bers were worth the increase, and that 
Ministers deserved an addition to their sal
aries. Both sides of the House seemed to 
be of the same opinion, and, in fact, it was 
a beautiful arrangement. (Laughter.) 
Then the Minister of Education subsequent
ly proposed a reduction of the in
demnity to its former figure, and 
believing in the honesty of the action of 
that gentleman, he had voted with him. 
Now the Minister of Education to be fair 
could not but vote for the amendment be
fore the House, although it was said the 
motion of the Minister of Education was 
only a buncombe resolution. (Laughter.) 
He would, therefore, again vote with the 
Minister of Education for the reduction. 
(Laughter).

Mr. LYON could not support a motion 
he considered tantamount to a vote of non- | 
confidence in the Government. He did net 
believe that the financial condition of the 
Province was in a prospectively bad condi
tion. He advocated the utilization of the ' 
surplus in building roads in the new settle
ments. He considered it was a dishonour
able proceeding on the part of the Opposi
tion to have violated the compact as they 
had done.

It being six o’clock the Speaker left the 
chair,

After Recess.
Mr. HARKIN briefly referred to an at

tack which was made by the hon. member 
for North Norfolk on the French Cana
dians, which he characterised as cowardly 
and uncalled for. He then pointed out 
that the legislation of tile Ontario Govern
ment had been all in the direction of self
preservation. The white washing law was 
passed to further their own interests, and 
the License Act had been passed for the 
purpose of strengthening their own hands. 
Regarding the indemnity, he said there 
was a feeling in the Province in favour of 
its reduction. He would support that 
reduction. It remained, he said, for the 
Reform governments of the Dominion and 
the Province to pass acts of indemnity to 
save their followers from the consequence 
of their illegal acts. When the Reform 
Dominion Government went to the people 
after doing that, they were defeated, and 
the Reform Provincial Government would, 
no doubt, be similarly treated.

Mr. McCllANEY concluded that the 
Opposition, and the hon. member for East 
Grey especially, had introduced the indem
nity matter for the purpose of making poli
tical capital out of the Government. As 
the serpent tempted Mother Eve to taste 
forbidden fruit, so the Opposition tempted 
the Government to increase the indemnity. 
(Laughter). He proceeded to read a num
ber of extracts from the London Herald to 
the effect that the Opposition opposed the 
salary grab, and were corrupted by the 
Government, and challenged any one to 
prove that statement. He felt bound to 
oppose the attempt to oust the Government 
from office under cover of the amendment.

Mr. WIGLE, in referring to the lengthy 
debate that had taken place on the Address, 
said that he had benefitted by it so much 
that he would never be tempted to use 
such language as had been used by the Pro
vincial Secretary. That gentleman went 
so far as to twit the member for London 
with not having brains enough to 
speak for more than fifteen minutes. 
He (Mr. Wigle) ventured to say that 
if the country had to decide, they would

say the member for London could talk : 
more sense in a quarter of an hour than the , 
Provincial Secretary could talk in an hour. 
He proceeded to say that every resolution 
from the Opposition side of the House was 
pronounced buncombe by the Government 
supporters. In 1875, his motion in refer
ence to magistrates’ convictions in the 
county of Essex was treated in the same 
way, until the Hon. Peter Gow pointed 
out that, he was not aware the clause ob
jected to by him (Mr. Wigle) was in the 
statute book, when the Attorney-General 
promised to amend the statute within two 
weeks if the House would vote the resolu
tion down. This was done, and the Act 
was amended as promised. The result of 

the amendment wras that the county of ' 
Essex had saved 8720 in one year. . 
He considered the motion of the Ministe r 
of Education to reduce the indemnity a 
true specimen of buncombe ^resolutions, in
asmuch as that gentleman in speaking to 
the motion, advocated that the indemnity , 
be left at $800. The argument of the 
Minister of Education in favour of the 
keeping of the indemnity at its high figure 
reminded him of the tramp who walking 
along an American road during the war ap
proached a Government camp near which 
he found a blanket marked U. S. “ What 
a thing it is to be a scholar,” he said. U. 
for Patrick 8. for McCarty, Patrick 
McCarthy. If I had not been a scholar I 
should never have known the blanket. 
(Laughter.) That was the way with the 
Minister of Education ; he moved for a 
reduction of the indemnity and supported 
the increase. He pointed out that Hon. 
M. C. Cameron had condemned the white
washing Act, Hewas nowspoken of asaman 
of good judgment, and well qualified to 
occupy a position on the Bench. His 
judgment, when he condemned the White
washing Act, was just As good as it is now. 
(Hear, hear.) The Reform party, he point
ed out, objected to the vote of $50,000 for 
what was called Secret Service purposes, 
but when they came into power they con- | 
demned the vote, and did not reduce it to 
§20,000, as they made it understood they 
would. The Crooks Liquor Act, he 
thought, was too expensive. In the County 
of Essex there were two inspectors, who 
received §1,000 a year. But he knew that 
when the inspection was left in the hands 
of the County Councils, one gentleman, 
who wa3 an inspector now, offered to do 
the work for §200 a year. If the matter 
of inspection and fixing the number of 
taverns was left in the hands of the County 
Council, he felt the work could 
be done much cheaper, and there 
would be considerable saving. Regarding 
the motion proposing a decrease in the in
demnity, he said he would vote for it. If 
he voted against it there was not a Re
former in South Essex who would not at 
the next election ask him why he did not. 
He would therefore vote for the amend
ment, for he did not promise to cut off his 
head in South Essex. (Applause.) He 
observed that the address contained no al
lusion to the Guelph model farm, which,he 
believed had been worked at a loss. In 
conclusion he said he would, vote for the 
resolution.

Mr. BOULTER asked what all the dis
cussion amounted to ? For every one 
knew that nearly every member in the 
House was responsible for the increase. 
Some people thought that the secret ses
sion proposition came up from the Opposi
tion side of the House, but the fact was that the 
secret session was proposed by an hon. 
member on the Government side of the 
House. (Applause.) However, he did 
not attach much importance to that secret 
session. The matter to be considered was 
the conduct of members at the open ses
sions. The Provincial Secretary in open 
session had stated that ail the respectable 
Reform papers had stated that both parties 
were responsible for the increase. There 
was a Reform paper in his constituency 
which said that the members of the Oppo
sition were entirely responsible for the in
crease, and the Provincial Secretary now 
desired to state that the Opposition, in 
favouring a reduction, had broken a com
pact with the Government. That com
pact, if such existed, he held was broken 
when the Provincial Treasurer moved 
for a reduction last session, and when 
the Provincial Secretary moved that the 
indemnity be wiped out altogether. He 
censured the Government for being a year 
and a half behind with the public accounts, 
and hoped they would be more punctual in 
future. He also condemned the Govern
ment interference with the Dominion elec
tions, and said that hon. gentlemen oppo
site were said to have intimated in some of 
the constituencies that the Government 
patronage was in their hands. He con
tended that the only good that had result
ed from the Government measures was in 
the working of the Ballot Act, which had 
turned the Dominion Government out of 
office. He defended himself from the at
tack which had been made upon him by 
the Commissioner of Public Works in re
gard to his speech on the indemnity, and 
quoted from speeches of gentlemen on the 
other side to show that all the inconsist
ency was not on the Opposition side. He 
contradicted the statement made by The 
Mail that the legislators of Ontario cost 
more than those of the State of New York, 
as also the statement that the session here 
lasted on an average six weeks only. The 
average length of the session, he contend
ed, was about nine weeks. (Applause.) |



Mr. CODE repudiated the charge of hav
ing acted dishonourably, which had been 
thrown across the floor at the Opposition 
by the Provincial Secretary. In referring 
to the election of Mr. Morris, he said that 
gentleman might feel proud of having won 
a constituency where the Minister of Edu
cation had failed. He enunciated the vari
ous acts of the Government that had 
caused large additions to the expenditure, 
and pointed out the several instances in 
which the Reformers had got into power 
upon false cries, one case being the Pacific 
scandal cry on the part of the Reformers 
in the House of Commons, and another be
ing the disloyalty cry in connection with 
the Scott murder on the part of the Re
formers ill provincial politics, when Mr. 
Blake led the party. He expressed the 
opinion that the liquor inspectors were 
made to act as Reform canvassers. 
Besides that, they were very ex
pensive, for in hiS county §2,000 
a year was paid for inspection, 
while the Dunkin Act was in force, 
and while there was more liquor 
consumed in the county than ever. He 
proposed that some attention should be 
paid to the school law, in which there were 
some anomalies. He thought the press 
had made too much of the indemnity 
question; that it had lowered the dignity 
of the House, and that the ultimate design 
of a portion of the press was to do away 
with the House altogether—in which he 
did not believe. He pointed out that Re
form papers had accused the Tories of 
having proposed the increase of the in
demnity, and that if there had been any 
breach of faith on the part of any mem
bers of the House, that breach of faith was 
committed by members of the Reform 
party, who, last session, asked members of 
the Opposition to vote against a reduction 
and voted for it themselves. He remarked 
that the members of the Government who 
opposed Mr. Mackenzie’s proposal for an 
appeal to the country at the same time as 
the Dominion elections were wise in their 
generation. Had they done so they would 
certainly have suffered the same fate as Mr. 
Mackenzie’s friends, for the people on the 
17th of September turned out, as far as 
possible, all but good men.

Mr. DEROCHE—What about Kingston ’ 
Mr. CODE said that if there was to be 

another election there Sir John Macdonald 
would be elected by a large majority. 
(Hear, hear.) The hon. gentleman who 
had just spoken did not think that Mr. 
Cartwright, whom he had helped, would 
be defeated, but he was ; and the hon. <mn- 
tieman had better look to himself or he 
would be defeated if he did not secure the 
grant to the Kingston and Pembroke rail
way, which, it was rumoured, was to be 
made by the Government in order to help 
the hon. gentlemen at his election. But, 
if the hon. gentleman was elected and the 
present Opposition was seated on the Trea
sury benches, the hon. gentleman would 
be found supporting it, because he was so 
good-natured and good looking that he 
could never be in Opposition. (Laughter.) 
He regretted that the Government was not 
prepared to bring down measures that the 
country required ; and announced his in
tention to vote for a reduction in the in-' 
demnity. The Government had, he point
ed out, indicated that they intended to 
propose a reduction in the indemnity at a 
future stage. If they did so, he (Mr. 
Code) hoped they would see their way 
clear to a reduction in their own salaries. 
At all events, whatever course was taken’ 
the Opposition would have the credit of 
having urged the decrease in the indemni
ty. (Applause.)

Mr. MOW Al said that the amendment 
proposed a declaration that the affairs of 
the Province should be conducted with 
economy. This was a truism. The reso
lution further proposed that in view of the 
depression a reduction should be made in 
thn indemnity and salaries of ministers. 
This was in advance of what view on the 
subject might be taken by the Government, 
and it was indefinite as it suggested no 
method of effecting this reduction, and 
said nothing as to the extent of the reduc
tion. The course taken by the Opposition 
was auti-Conservative and anti-British, as 
it was not customary to move amendments 
to the address unless there was something 
in ft to which the Opposition could not 
assent. It was evident that the sole object 
of the Opposition was to make political 
capital, and the amendment was really a 
motion of non-confidenee in the Govern
ment. The course taken by the Op
position was particularly objectionable 
because they had pledged themselves not 
to make political capital out of the ques
tion. (Applause.) No sooner had the Gov
ernment assented to the wishes of both 
sides of the House, than the Opposition

press took a course in violation of the 
understanding arrived at by both parties. 
It was then ascertained that certain mem
bers of the Opposition intended to make a 
motion for the reduction of the indemnity, 
and the then leader of the Opposition with 
hiB usual chivalry informed the Govern
ment of that fact. ’ The then Treasurer, in 
consequence, made his motion to ascertain 
the sense of the House, and he thereby 
committed no violation of the compact, 
and the votes thereon were not recorded, 
and would never have been made known 
but for the Opposition press. It was cvi- 
dent that many members of the Opposition 
would vote reluctantly for the motion, and 
they would have refused to do this 
were it not for the strong appeal , 
of the leader of the Opposition. 
The Opposition having taken the increase 
for several sessions, their move would not 
do them much good in the country, be
cause it wa3 made at the last session and 
when they were going to their constituents. 
He denied that any pledge had been made 
that the whole time of Ministers would be 
given to the Departmental work, but it 
had been done thoroughly, and certainly 
never more efficiently. He, himself, hail 
given more time to his duties than any of 
his predecessors, except the Minister of 
Education. With regard to the constitu
tional question raised, it was admitted on 
all sides that from a legal point of view 
the duration of Parliament must date from 
the return of the last writ, in other words, 
of all the writs. As to the proclamation 
calling Parliament together before the re
turn of the Algoma writ, he might say it 
was a mere formal proclamation, and had 
not been the subject of consideration as to 
its bearing upon the duration of Parlia
ment. By the terms of the Act, the elec
tion for Algoma could not be held till the 
20th of May, and Parliament could not be 
summoned till after that date. The spirit 
of the law was that there should be four 
sessions, and this was the fourth session of 
this Parliament.

Mr. BELL said he had a few words to 
say on the indemnity question before the 
debate closed He was one of the signers of 
the round robin, and he signed in conse
quence of the representations of members 
from the country, and in the belief that an 

i indemnity meant a payment to secure per- 
■ sons becoming members of the House from 

loss. At the time that he consented to the 
increase of the indemnity, he did not 
favour the increase in Ministers’ salaries, 
but upon the representations of leaders on 
his side of the House, he put aside his 
objections, and allowed the increase to 
pass. When the present motion was first 
introduced, he had stated that he would 
support the Government, feeling that the 
Opposition, in introducing the resolution, 
were guilty of a breach of faith. But he 
had received new light.

A VOICE—Thrashed.
Mr. BELL said he had not been thrashed, 

and neither individuals nor newspapers 
eould thrash him. lie had, as he Baid, 
changed his opinions on the subject, and 
though the vote he was about to give was 
given more reluctantly than any vote he 
had ever given, he felt that he was perfect
ly justified in giving it, for he found that 
hon. members opposite and their press had 
been making political capital out of it. It 
appeared, however, to him that both parties 
were playing at a little game with the in
demnity question through their newspapers, 
though, in the House, they wished to make 
it understood that they were not making 
political capital. The Mo.il took a stand 
against the indemnity a few days after it 
was increased, hut he looked upon 
the views of a newspaper as tlie
views of its proprietor and not of 
the public. He held that if the 
members of the Legislature were overpaid, 
so were the members of the Dominion Par
liament, and if the hon. member for Wel
land, in the House of Commons, desired to 
see a reduction in the indemnity, he 
should have commenced at home. For, in 
his (Mr. Bell’s) opinion, the legislators of 
Ontario worked as hard as the members of 
the Dominion Parliament, and their work 
was quite as important. In proof of his 
statement that Reform papers had been 
making capital out of the indemnity, he 
quoted from several such prints, in which 
it was stated that the Conservatives origin
ated the round-robin. Such, he thought, 
was not the case. He believed 
it originated with an hon. gen
tleman opposite, who had had it 

- intimated to him that an increase in Minis- 
I terial salaries was desirable, and that the 

best way to accomplish that was to increase 
the indemnity to members. The Attorney- 
General had just stated that the vote 

would be entirely a party vote As it was 
to be a party vote he (Mr. Bell) would vote 
with his party as the more honourable of 
he wo parties. He then alluded to the 

various paragraphs of the address pointing 
out that one cause of the continuance of 
the depression was the remaining in power 
for too great a length of time of the late 
Dominion Government. (Hear, hear.) 
to the aid the Government had givenit 
manufacturing—for which credit was 
claimed in the address—he point 
ed out that first one class of 
manufacture they had aided was> the 
making of wooden ware at the Central 
Prison He (Mr. Bell) thought it would 
be foind, when the accounts were ex
amined, that the speculation had not paid. 
(Hear hear.) There was a fire at the 
prison a little while ago, and a letter which 
he had received spoke as follows 
rS'-SSSSKS

to Ml They reformed a prisoner named Colling- wotoat &n one term, and then agam at to, 

to SgSrareCfor.ned, that ho went to get re- 
formed a Hurth time.”
That man, he (Mr. Bell) was mformc£> 
employed at the rate of $o00 a year by the 
Ontario Government at the prison , 
another man of the same character (so the 
letter indicated) had been brought down by 
the Provincial Secretary. W ith such men 
about the prison, he asked the hon. gentle- 
men, if they were surprised at ^eF«n0“ 
being drawn when fires broke out in the 
P Mn PARDEE—What is the name of 

y°MrlnBELL said he could keep that to 
himself; but his informant was a good sub
stantial man, and that evidence of the endea- 

I vour to aid manufactures was shown in the 
letter from the Treasurer to tho Rev. Father 
Stafford, as published in T/ie Mail in refer
ence to assistance given to the Tribune. 
His speculation was also a losing game, 
although started in the interes s of 
the Reform party. The object of the 
Tribune was, of course, to 
good Conservative Catholics into Grits. 
He proceeded to refer to the surplus ques- 
tion, and gave it as his opinion that the 
last distribution had done harm by mak- 
in<* the municipalities extravagent. He 
hoped that the present surplus, if any, 
would be disposed of in a different way. 
He censured the Government for not tak- 
iim a decided course in reference to the ex
emption question, instead of postponing 
action until after the elections. The ques
tion was too important to be shelved, tor 
they found in Toronto alone the exemp
tions amounted to forty millions, or nearly 

I equal to the value of the taxable property.
He concurred ill the suggestion that the 
school trustee franchise should be extended 
to in come voters.

Mr. COUTTS briefly expressed his views 
with reference to the indemnity ami re
asserted his statement that the Provincial 
Secretary spoke in favour of the increase 
in the indemnity at the second session.

Mr. Merrick rose to speak.
Mr. MILLER moved the adjournment of 

the debate. ,.
Mr. LAUDER pointed out that Mr. 

Miller had already spoken and therefore 
could not make the motion.

Mr. MASSE thereupon moved the ad- 
j ° mTmERRICK said he had no desire to 
prolong the sitting of the House ; he would 
therefore have no objection to move the 
adjournment. . , ,,

The members were called in and Mr. 
Merrick’s motion put and declared to be 
10 Mr. MERRICK then proceeded with his 
speech in which he attacked the Govern
ment for its departure from its professed 
principles, and criticized the immigration 
policy of the Reform Government, the re
sult of which had been an expense to the 
country of $4 a head for immigrants as 
against 81.18 which was the expense under 
the Sandtield Macdonald Government. He 
also criticized the speech of the hon. mem
ber for West Huron in opposition to the 
pamphlet of Hon. D. L. Macpherson, main
taining that the pamphlet was in every par
ticular correct.

The vote was then taken on tho amend
ment to the amendment which was intro
duced by Mr. Parkhill. The vote was as 
follows :—

Ykvs-Messrs. Barr, Bell, Boulter, Broder,Brown, 
Calvin, Code, Coutts, Creighton, Deacon, Flesher, 

■ Grange, Harkin, liean, Lauder, Lone, McDougall, 
McGowan, Meredith, Merrick,Monk, Morris, Mostyn, 
Parkliill, Preston, Kiehardson, Scott, Tooley, White, 
Wigle, Wills—31.



Nxvs Messrs. Appleby, Billantyne, Bishop, Bon
field, Lhieholin, C'arke (Norfolk), Clarke (Welling
ton), Colo, Crooks, Deroehe, Ferris, Finlayson, 
Eraser, Gibson, Grabaiu, Grant, Harcourt, Hardy, 
Hay, Hunter, Lane, Lyon (Algotna), Lyon 
(Halton), McCraney, McLaws, McLeod, McMahon, 
Mawie, Master, Miller, Moa-at, O’Donoghue, Pater
son, Paxton, Robinson, Roas, * Sexton, Sinclair, 
Snetsinirer, Springer, Striker, Watterworth, Wil
liams, W ileon, Wood—<5.

On the amendment of Mr. Lauder beinc 
put,

Mr. WIDDIFIELD rose and moved in 
amendment to that amendment,

" That all the words after the word • that' in the 
amendment to the clause before the House be 
struck out, and that there be added to the third 
ja'-ragrapli of the address the following wonle, ‘and 
wo beg to assure your Honour that having regard 
to the eilicioncv ami proper administration of the 
public service the House will use its beet endeavour 
towards keeping the actual expenditure on account 
of Provincial affairs within the revenue.' ”

The amendment was carried unanimously.
Mr. MEREDITH said he had to con

gratulate hon. members opposite on having 
come to the same opinion as the Opposition 
namely : that the expenditure should be 
kept within the revenue. The proposition

. ■ . > . , . _L
was evidently a correct one, and hon. 
gentlemen had been compelled to vote want 
of confidence in themselves and to take to 
his Honour a declaration to the same effect 
as that which the Opposition desired to im
press upon them. (Applause.)

Mr. MOW AT said tho House had only 
affirmed that the House would keep the 
expenditure within the revenue as it had 
done hitherto.

Clauses four to thirteen of the address 
then passed.

The House adjourned at 1'2.15.

Mr. Long’s Speech.—An error occurred 
I in the report of Mr. Long’s remarks on the 

(juestion of the distribution of the surplus 
on Monday. What he said was that if 

, the surplus was to be distributed, in view 
of the inferior quality of the butter made 

1 in the Province, it would be well if the 
Government would appropriate a sum to 
be used in the direction of improving the 
quality of butter by the establishment of 
creameries or butter factories, where the 
people could be educated to a better sys
tem of butter-making.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.
Mr. Sexton - On Thursday—Bill to amend 

Cap. 84 R. S. of Ont.
Mr. Wilson—On Thursday—Bill toamend 

tho Ontario Railway Act.
Mr. White—On Friday—Enquiry of 

Ministry—Whether it is the intention of 
the Government to introduce during the 
present session a measure for extending the 
exemptions from seizure, under executions 
for debt.

Mr. Richardson—On Thursday—Order 
of the House for a return of the expenses 
incurred by the several municipalities of 
Ontario in holding the municipal elections 
for the year 1879. Also, of the allowances 
paid during the year 1878 by each county 
and county councils in Ontario to the mem
bers of their councils.

Mr. Flesher—On Friday—Order of the 
House for a statement showing in detail 
the total amount received by the License 
Commissioners of Cardwell for tavern and 
shop licenses, and fines for the infringe
ment of the License laws during the year 
1878. Statement also to show in detail all 
payments out of the License Fund of 
Cardwell since the 1st of May, 1878, the 
person or persons to whom, and the au
thority on which suck payments were 
made, and the amount of the balance on 
hand on the 1st day of Jantyiry last.

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

January 21.
The Speaker took the chair at three 

o’clock.
Prayers were read by Rev. Father Bergin. 

THE ADDRESS.
On the thirteenth paragraph,
Mr. MEREDITH said that if anything 

was wanted to show the hollowness of 
some of the professions of hon. gentle
men opposite, it would be found in the fact 
that although the Ministry Said an amend
ment proposed to the Address was a motion 
of want of confidence they did not hesitate 
to vote for such an amendment when pro
posed by a member on their own side of the 
House. Moreover, had they been disposed 
to treat the Opposition side of the House 
fairly, they would have followed the same 
course with regard to the indemnity and 
the Ministerial salaries, as they 
did with reference to the keeping of 
expenditure within the revenue. However, 
the country could fudge of them and their 
insincerity. He regretted the observations 
which had fallen from the other side of the 
House with respect to the hon. member for 
Stormont, and he was surprised that no one 
bn that side was ready to rise and rebuke 
the fion. members for North Norfolk and 
North Ontario for their attacks on him, for 
he was one of the most sincere and honest 
members of the House, and it would be 
well for the country if there were more like 
him. The position of the Minister of 
Public Works respecting the objection 
fiiade by Mr. Blake to MiniStef's interfering 
\n Dominion politics was not a correct one. 
The evidence Mr. Blake had of .interfer
ence in . Dominion politics by the 
Local Ministers was tkeir appearance 
qn the public platform with Dominion Min
isters, and the same evidence of alliance 
ftas tm be found. noW. (Hear, heUr.V But, 
beyond that, there was evidence that the 
patronage of -the Provincial Government 
had been used to strengthen the Dominion 
Government and ’ keep it in office (hear, 
bear) ; and there was the evidence, also, 
found in the bill passed last session for the 
purpose of opening the voters’ list, the 
object of which was to assist the then Gov
ernment at Ottawa, which bill was decided 
on at the Reform convention which took 
place during last session. The evidence 
produced by the Ministers themselves who 
appeared on the platform with the Do
minion Ministers, the evidence found in 
the distribution of the patronage and in the 
bill for opening the voters’ list was sufficient 
to convince the people of the alliance. 
(Applause.) He (Mr. Meredith) was glad 
to see that provision was to be 
blade to amend the Voters’ List 
Act, and he suggested that ih the 
Amendment care should be taken to prevent 
fhose who were by law allowed to vote 
from being disfranchised by technicalitres. 
As thp law,stood, if A was assessed on Lot 
J. and he ni.'oVed to-LosII., the person who 
begatd.e tenant on Lot I. could get the vote 
bn that lot by an appeal, while, if A, on 
finding that he was losing his vote on Lot 
I,, applied to the judge to be allowed to 
vote on Lot II., to which he had removed, 
he could not get a vote on that lot because 
he had not given notice of an appeal.

Mr. FRASER said he could.
Mr. ROBINSON said at Kingston the 

decision had been given in the way indi
cated by the hon. member for London.

Mr. MEREDITH thought a proper and 
common sense way of dealing with the 
matter would be to authorize the judge to 
put the name of such a man on the roll, be
cause he was a voter. Another improve
ment which he thought could be made 
would be to provide that when a farmer’s 
son was put on the assessment as owner by 
mistake, he should be allowed, on taking 
the proper oath, to vote as a farmer’s son. 
Regarding the proposal to give further aid 
to the drainage of wet lands in the Pro
vince, the policy of John Sandfield 
Macdonald in that respect had 
been very advantageous. That benefitted 
the rural constituencies entirely, but there 
was a way in which by means of drainage 
debentures the cities and towns could be 
benefitted. The frightful epidemic in the 
South last year had called the attention of 
the country to the public health in cities 
and towns whore drainage was very defec
tive ; and he thought if a portion of the 
surplus cortld be used in the issuing of de
bentures for drainage improvements in 
cities and towns it wou’u be a great ad
vantage.

The clausa passeu. iClauses 14 to 17 passed without dis- I 
mission.

On the ISth paragraph,
Mr. SCOTT said he thought it might be 

a fair suggestion that the public accounts 
Should be prepared and submitted to ■ 
the Legislature at an earlier period 
than was how the custom. The rule 
Was to bring them down a year late, 
and there did not appear to be any 
valid excuse for the delay. Formerly 
the House used to be balled together in 
November or the latter part of the year, 
but for some sessions past it had not been 
summoned till January. Complaints had 
been made as to this, and it had been 
fifgnd that the old plan was preferable, as 
giving the House greater facilities for con
sidering the matters brodght before them. 
One reason given for postponing the date 
Of the summoning of Parliament was that 
the public accounts might be brought down, 
but as a matter of fact they were never I 
brought down till the year after. On the 
9th January, 1871, Mr. Sandfield Macdon
ald presented the accounts in complete 
form for 1870. If it was possible for Mr. 
Sandfield Macdonald to present these ac
counts fifteen days after the meeting of 
Parliament tfie same could be done now. .

Mr. MO WAT said the accounts then 
were only brought down to October.

Mr. SCOTT said that even if that were 
so, it showed that the Government 
could present the accounts in a 
fildre. complete form. On the 
21st January, 1872, the accounts for 1871 
were presented iii a complete form, and 
those for 1872-3 on the 10th February, 
1873 4 respectively. These statements 
were not the mere abstracts which were 
now presented. This matter was brought 
tinder discussion on a former occasion, and 
ft was pointed ofit by the Commissioner of 
Public Works that it would be unconstitu
tional tb present and distribute the public 
accounts during the recess. It seemed to 
him that an excuse of this kind should not 
stand in the way, and that the accounts 
Sheuld be brought down at the earliest pos
sible moment for tha convenience and in
formation of the public, Who were interest
ed in these matters as much as members of 
the House.Mr. HARGRAFT, in again referring to I 
the indemnity question, quoted from a 
speech of Mr. Sloane, of tho New York 
legislature giving it as his opinion that the 
itldemnity to members would not be re
duced for years to come. It Was true that 
in the State of New York th.-re was a pro
posal to reduce the official salaries, but he 
hoped such a proposal would never be mada 
hero.Mr. MOWAT said it was notorious that I 
the members of the States Legislatures re
ceived a considerable sum of money in an 
irregular way and we should set our face 
against this practice. With reference to 
the time the Public Accounts were brought 
down in the earlier years after Confedera
tion, there was no year in Mr. Sandfield ' 
Macdonald’s Government in which the full 
accounts for the whole year were brought 
down. In 1871 they were brought down 
to ten months, but in previous sessions for 
nine months only. In 1873 the Minister 
of Education, when Treasurer, brought 
down the complete accounts for the year, 
but this was an exceptional case. The ac
counts would be brought down for the 
Whole year if the Government had a larger 
staff, but it was a question whether it was 
wise to to incur that additional expendi
ture in order to accomplish the object pro
posed. Should it not bo thought desirable 
to incur this expenditure, the Government 
might submit a proposition for chang
ing the close of the financial year 
to the 1st October. It was extremely in
convenient that the session should com
mence before January. With the limited 
staff at the disposal of the Government, 
and the constantly increasing work, it was 
perfectly impossible to bring down the ac
counts in a complete form. Tho same 
reasons accounted for the lateness in bring
ing down the reports of the Education 
Department. He believed that all other 
reports were distributed in January. He 
considered it was desirable to adhere to 
the British rule of bringing down reports 
during the session.

Mr. SCOTT said it would be a great con
venience if the reports were sent down to 
hon. members before the House met, as it 
would give them an opportunity to become 
familiar with them.

The paragraph passed, as also the nine
teenth.

On the last paragraph,
Mr. HARDY said he wished to refer to 

the anonymous letter read yesterday by



the member for West Toronto. He thought 
the hon. member should have informed 
himself of the facts stated in the letter 
before reading it. As to the man Colling
wood, the statement made in the letter was 
wholly inaccurate. On enquiring of the 
Prison Inspector, it appeared tiiat the man 
had been sent to the Central Prison merely 
for being drunk and disorderly. He was a 
first-class carpenter, and was made of con
siderable use. It was the custom to give 
the prisoners money to return home when 
their time expired, but in this case the 
man was allowed to remain ten days to 
finish a job on which he was engaged, so as 
to earn his fare. This was the sole founda
tion for stating that felons were employed 
at the Central Prison at §500 a year. He 
might suspect that the letter was written 
by one who was refused the job which the j 
man Collingwood^ got. The letter in- I 
dicated that another uiau of the 
same character had been brought 
down by the Provincial Secretary. 
The truth was that a man from Brantford 

asked him for the appointment of sessional 
messenger. The moment he (Mr. Hardy) 
Saw in The Mail the reference to this mdu ■ 
he discharged him, before he had actually I 
entered the service of the Government,.. 
He (Mr. Hardy) found the man had been 
charged with larceny, but the grand 
jury threw out the bill. It was also ascer
tained that he had been fined twice for 
selling liquor without a licence, and he 
(Mr. Hardy), in consequence, told him it 
was impossible he could continue in the 
service of the Government. This was the 
notorious desperado referred to by the hon. 
member for West Toronto. He thought 
his hon. friend should have given the name 
of the writer of the letter before he had in
troduced statements which might do damage 
to a very important institution, and which 
lacked the real element of truth; a founda
tion.

Mr. BELL said he knew nothing about 
the matter exdept what was Contained in 
the letter. He had neVer visited the Cen
tral Prison, but had thought it his duty to 
bring the matter before the House, be
lieving it was the proper place for the Gov
ernment to answer the charges. The. let; 
ter was from a resident of Toronto; ih 
whom he had great confidence. It alluded 
to three persons as having been employed 
in an objectionable way, whereas the Pro
vincial Secretary had referred to two only. 
His hon. friend had, moreover, failed to 
give any information whether Collingwood 
had been in Kingston penitentiary as al
leged.

Mr. HARDY asked why should he. The 
point raised was whether the man was in 
Government employ. He had no informa
tion in regard to a third person. It might 
be that there was some other person en
gaged on some task, like Collingwood, and 
allowed to teriialh after His term had ex
pired. It had ofteii beeii argiied that it 
was, a wise tiling to employ prisoneis ih 
official duties about the, prisons, as was 
done,in Sing-Sing. He did not advopate 
this system, but he doubted whether it 
would he an offence to employ prisoners in 
this wryr I

Mr. LAUDER held that the Provincial 
Secretary should1 have known the char
acter of the person ho recommended to the 
Speaker for appointment to positions in the 
Chamber. If he did not know the char
acter of the individual he should have en
quired into his character.

The twentieth paragraph then carried.
The usual resolution providing for the 

presentation of the address to His Honour 
passed.

SUPPLY.
Mr. WOODS gave notice that he would 

move the House into Committee of Supply 
on Friday.

REPORTS.
Mr. HARDY presented the following re

ports :—
The Public Accounts for the year ending 

31st Dec., 1877.
Annual report of Public, High, Normal 

and Model Schools.
Report of the Commissioner c'f Public 

Works, 187,8. ... .
Several returns were also presented.
The House adjourned at 4.15.'

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.
THIRD LEGISLATURE -FOURTH SESSION

January 23.
The Speaker took the chair at three 

o’clock.
Prayers were read by Rev. Father Bergin.
Several petitions were presented praying 

for amendments to the Municipal Act and 
Assessment Law.

THE LATE RRlHCSSS ALICE.
Mr. MOWAT said—The address to his 

Honour the Lieutenhnt-Gdvernor made ■ 
some reference to the death of H. R. H, 
the Princess Alice. 1 think I will have 
the entire concurrence of this House when 
I propose that we should, as our first act 
and before entering upon any other busi
ness, agree to an address of sympathy to 
her Majesty on the subject. I need not 
say that her Majesty has endeared herself 
to all her subjects by her fidelity to her 
obligations as a constitutional sovereign, 
by her many virtues, by the beneficial 
example she has given to her people 
in all the relations of social and domestic 
life, and by the sympathy she has ever 
manifested for affliction whenever it has 
prevailed amongst any class of her people. 
(Hear, hear.) The Princess Alice has been 
known throughout the whole of the British 
Empire as a lady of rare virtues, of accom
plishments, and as one who not only 
adorned her own circle, but was ever in
terested in promoting the well-being and 
comfort of all classes. (Hear, hear.) We 
all know the touching story of her death, j 
which was a martyrdom to het maternal 
affeotionB. Her husband and her children 
had been stricken down by malignant i 
disease) her vital powers had been nearly : 
exhausted by her watching and 
anxiety Ou their account. One of 
the sufferers died, and she communicated 
the sad intelligence to another sufferer ; 
and in order to assuage the agony of the 
little one, she forgot • for the moment the 
counsels of her physicians, and, in order to 
console it, gave it the kiss of maternal 
love—a kiss which brought the comfort 
which was intended to the boy, but which 
was death to the mother. I propose, there
fore, seconded by Mr. Meredith, That an 
humble address be presented to her Most 
Gracious Majesty the Queen, expressing 
the deep sorrow this House felt on hearing 
of her Majesty’s bereavement in the death 
of her Majesty’s beloved daughter, her 
Royal Highness the Princess Alice.

Mr. MEREDITH, .in seconding the mo
tion, said :—I think it is most fitting that 
after we have passed the Address, this 
should be the first order of the House. I 
do not know that I can add any
thing to what my hon. friend has so 
well expressed, but I think if there is any
thing that can assuage the feeling of aiHic • 
tion that has fallen on our Queen, the Gov
ernor-General and his wife, it would be the 
knowledge that the sympathy of the whole 
people of this country has gone out to them 
in the sad bereavement that has fallen upon 
them. I think, therefore, that our first 
duty should be to present this address. 
(Applause.)

The motion carried, and Mr. Mowat 
moved the appointment of a com
mittee to prepare the address. The motion 
having carried, Mr. Mowat introduced the 
following as the address, which having 
been agreed to by the Committee, was 
adopted by the House :—•
To the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty.

Most Gracious Sovereign,—We, your Majesty’s 
most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legislative 
Assembly «f Ontario, in the Dominion oi Canada, in 
session assembled, humbly beg: leave to approach 
your Majesty7 to express the deep sorrow we have 
felt on hearing: Of tlie bereavement your Majesty 
has sustained in the doath oi your Majesty’s beloved 
daughter, her Royal Highness the Princess Alice, I 
Grand Duchess of Hesse Darmstidt.

The loyal attachment of your Majesty’s subjects, 
in all parts of the British Empire, to your Majesty’s 
person and throne, must always cause them to take 
the deepest interest in everything affecting your 
Majesty’s welfare and happiness.

Especially will the decease of her Royal Highn ss, 
and the grief so sad an event must occasion to your 
Majesty, excite a sympathetic response in a land 
where the domestic Virtues are so prized, and the 
don estic tie is so honoured, as in your Majesty’s 
Dominion of Canada.

Permit us, then, Most Gracious Sovereign, to ex
press the earnest hope th .t in this ar.d all other 
trials and afflictions your Majesty may be called 
upon to bear, your Majesty may be supported by 
the consolations of a Christian faith, and of the un
wavering love of your whole people.

Mr. MOWAT moved that the Address 
be presented to his Honour the Lieut. - 
Governor for transmission to his Excellency 
the Governor-General, in order that the 
same might be laid at the foot of the 
Throne.

The motion carried.
THE NEW GOVERNOR GENERAL.
Mr. MOWAT—I move, seconded by Mr. 

Meredith, That an humble Address be 
presented to his Excellency the Governor- 
General, congratulating his Excellency on 
his arrival in Canada, and his appointment 
as Governor-General of the Dominion ; 
and tendering a respectful welcome to her 
Royal Highness the Princess Louise. I 
may just say one word with respect to this 
motion. The new Governor-General is the 
inheritor of a noble name. He belongs to 
one of the grandest historic families of his 
own country, and his ancestors have al
ways been known for their devotion to the 
carise of constitutional freedom—two of 
them, at least, having manifested that de
votion by perishing on the scaffold as mar
tyrs to it. His Excellency havingthus a long 
ancestry of patriots, we know also that he 
is, personally, a nobleman of high culture, 
of extensive attainments, and of great 
ability and experience in public affairs. 
In truth, he is regarded as one of the 
ablest and most promising of the young 
statesmen of England; And it must be 
a source of great satisfaction to U3 all that 
Lord Dufferin should have been succeeded 
by the Marquis of Lome. (Applause.) 
For her Royal Highness the Princess 
Louise what shall I say! I cannot say 
anything stronger or more eulogistic than 
that she inherits all her mother's virtues 
and excellencies. (Hear, hear.) And I 
have no doubt that her presence among us 
will deepen that sentiment of affection 
and loyalty which occupies the hearts of 
all Canadian people. (Applause.)

Mr. MEREDITH—Mr. Speaker, there is 
no doubt that our new Governor-General 
follows a statesman of great eminence in 
the position which he has assumed, but I 
believe, from what we have seen and heard 
of him in the British Empire, that he will 
perform his duties as well as did his pre
decessor. And if he does that he will have 
the satisfaction of having discharged those 
duties as well as they can be discharged. 
(Hear, hear.) Whatever maybe said in 
the height of political strife and in the 
warmth of political battle, there can be no 
t'J’o opinions on this point i that amongst 
all classes, all parties, and all races of 
which this young Dominion is composed, 
there is one common sentiment of loyalty 
to the British Crown. (Hear, hear.) And, 
whatever is said, I venture to assert 
that it will be a long time before any party 
in this country will connect itself or ally 
itself with a proposal to sever our connec
tion with the British Empire. (Cheers.) 
I have no doubt, sir, that the daughter of 
our beloved Queen having come among us, 
and occupying the position she does, will 
tend to strengthen the bond of affection 
and loyalty which exists between us and 
the Mother land.

The motion carried, and was referred to 
a committee having instructions to prepare 
the address. The address, which was im
mediately introduced and adopted, was as 
follows
To the Right Honour,Me Sir John Douglas Suther

land Campbell, Marquis of Lome, Knight of 
the Most Ancient and Most Noble O der of the 
Thistle, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Dis
tinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint 
George, Governor-General of Canada, and Vice- 
Admiral of the same:
May it Plevsb Your Excsllbxcy,—It is with 

deep and unfeigned satisfaction that we, her Ma
jesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legislative 
Assembly of the Province of Ontario, in session 
assembled, respectfully beg leave to congratulate 
your Excellency upon your Excellency’s appoint
ment by her Majesty to the high and important 
office of Governor-General of the Dominion of Ca
nada.

By the laborious efforts of your Excellency’s dis
tinguish d predecessor, the Earl of Duffcrin, to 
advance in every respect within his power the hap
piness and social well-being of the people whom, in 
bihalf of his Sovereign, he ruled, a new interest 
has been excited in the functions of the Governor- 
General, and a stronger desire has been created that 
the office may always be filled by one whose tastes 
and sympathies are likely to identify him with those 
of the community at large.

We are happy, in your Excellency, to recognize a 
nobleman who will, we believe, in this sense and 
every other, worthily fulfil our hopes and expecta
tions.

Thehistorical traditions of your house, the liber
ality of thought and the kindliness of heart of which 
you are the immediate inheritor, and the experience 
you have gained in the representative branch of the 
British Parliament will, we feel sure, all tend to 
identify you in heart and feeling with the free 
speech, free thought, and free institutions of the 
country you are called upon te govern.

With a profound reverence for the law, and a just 
regard for the principles of the Constitution, we do 
not doubt you will surmount every difficulty, and 
at the close of your vice-royalty, secure from the 
people a tribute of grateful and admiring commen
dation.

It is a source of the highest pleasure to us, on this 
occasion, to express our loyal and respectful wel
come to your illustrious Consort her Royal High
ness the Princess Louise. The presence, as the wife 
of the Governor-General of Canada, of a daughter of



cur beloved sovereign, destines to tneaeep regard 
her Majesty has ever evinced in the welfare of the 
Dominion, and her desire to show her appreciation 
of the loyalty of all classes of her subjects in Canada 
to her person and throne.

We trust that, notwithstanding the heavy cares 
_ and responsibilities incidental to your exalted poai- 
_ tion, your Excellency and her Royal Highness will 

find ample compensation in the pleasure your 
presence will afford wherei er your travels may ex
tend, and in knowing that your rule has at once ad
vanced the interests of the Dominion, and rivetted 
even more firmly than ever the links that unite us 
to the Empire.

A motion was then passed authorizing 
the presentation of an address to his Hon
our the Lieut.-Governor, praying him to 
transmit to the Governor-General the ad
dress just agreed to,

THE EARL OF DUFFERIN.
Mr. MOWAT.—I move, seconded by 

Mr. Meredith :—That an address be pre
sented to the Right Hon. the Earl of Duf- 
ferin, expressing the deep sense this House 
entertains of his distinguished services 
while Governor-General of the Dominion. 
When Lord Dufferin came to this country 
he was not well known to our people, and 
he was not so highly appreciated as he came 
to be, before he had been here very long.

We have had very able governors in this 
country—men Who earnestly devoted them
selves to the duties of their office. But, I 
think I will not be contradicted by any
body when I say that, with pei haps 
one single exception, there has never been 
a Governor-General of Canada who has 
taken so much pains as Lord Dufferiu to 
inform himself of the character of the 
Country and of its resources, to become ac
quainted with its people, and to make him
self felt by them ail as their personal 
friend. There was nothing Which he 
found it possible to do, for the purpose of i 
advancing the good of the cdiiuiry in which ! 
he represented his So vereign, that he did 
not do. (Applause.) Whatever, his high 
office, whatevsr bis f-reat abilities, what
ever his opportunities enabled him to accom
plish lie accomplished. Ilis exertions for 
the important object he had in view never 
tired. The longer he remained in this 
country the stronger was the sentiment of 
attachment to him on the part of the 
people of Canada. (Applause.) All
parties felt this, and now he has 
left us, I think I may say that . 
no Governor-General has ever left us 
who was so much esteemed, so much ad
mired and so much loved by the people of 
Canada as Lord Dufferin. (Hear, hear.) 
I should add that in the work to which he 
applied himself with so much zeal he had 
always the support of his amiable and 
estimable Countess, in regard to whom the 
sentiments of the people of this country 
are the same as they are towards her hus
band. (Applause.)

Mr. MEREDITH—Mr. Speaker, it 
would be almost superfluous to say any-

MEREDITH—Mr. Speaker,
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Province of Canada who, leaving the coun
try, has left behind him the feeling which 
Lord Dnfferin has left behind him. 
Whether as a statesman, or having regard 
to his social qualities, I think this obser
vation may properly be made, (Applause.) 
The Earl of Dufferin came amongst us at a 
time when political excitement was running 
very high, and he had to guide the des
tinies of the country under very difficult 
circumstances. I think that ail classes in 
the country will now agree in saying that 
he performed those duties with great skill 
and with strict impartiality to both par
ties. (Hear, hear.) As my hon. friend 
has said nothing which could possibly be 
done in the way of advancing the interests 
of the people, and in learning their wants, 
was left undone by our late Governor-Gen
eral ; and I have no doubt that in the 
place where he will hereafter be, 
he will devote his great abilities 
to the interests of this country ; I have no 
doubt that in the Parliament of the old 
country, his voice will often be heard on 
questions affecting the interests of this por
tion of the Kmpiro ; and, I haveno doubt, we 
will always have in his Lordship a firm 
friend. (Applause.) As my hon. friend 
ha, stated, no doubt he was assisted great
ly in the discharge of his duties by his 
wife, the Countess of Dufferin. and, great 
ns were the services performed by his Ex
cellency, I have no doubt the impress 
which the Countess of Dufferin has left 
upon the social condition of the people, has 
been in its way of great benefit and a great 
advantage to the country, (Applause.) 
I most cordially support the motion.
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The motion earned, atter which the 
House appointed a committee to prepare an 
address. The address was as follows :— 
To the Bight Honourable Sir Frederic Temple, 

Earl of Di'f'erin, Viscount and Baron Claude- 
_ boye, of Clandeboye, in the County Down, in the ' 
_| Peeraqe of the United Kingdom, Baron Do ferin ' 

and fclandeboye, of Ballyleidy and Killeleagh, 
in the County Down, in the Peerage of Ireland 
and a Baronet, Knight of Our Most Illustrious 
Order of St. Patrick, Knight Grand Cross of Our 
Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and 
Saint George, and Knight Commander of Our 
Most Honourable Order of the Bath.
May it rfiBASK Youa Lordship,—We, her Majes

ty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legislative As
sembly of the Province of Ontario, in session assem
bled, respectfully beg leave to express to your Lord
ship our deep sense of the distinguished services 
rendered by your Lordship while occupying the high 
position ef Governor General of the Dominion of 
Canada.

The interest exhibited by your Lordship in the 
working of our system of government, and in all 
those questions affecting the well-being of the com
munity with which the respective Legislatures have 
to deal, as well as tho eloquent language in which 
both in Canada and Great Britain- your Lordship’s 
views are expressed, were calculated to inspire 
every Canadian with increasing devotion to public 
duty, and with a greater pride in the honour and re
putation of his country.

While never forgetful of ths claims of your person 
and office to the respect of all who approached you, 
the conviction in tho public mind that nothing was 
too humble to deserve your attention, and that none 
were too lowly to claim your regard—while in our 
social as well as in our political relations, your 
Lordship was always ready to act the part of a just 
critic, or to pay a generous tribute where praise 
was deserved—has caused you to be cherished in our 
memories, not less as a friend than as an enlighten 
ed ruler.

We trust that your Lordship may long be spared 
to your Sovereign and your eountry, and that with 
the Countess of Dufferin, who has seconded your 
Lordship’s efforts with so much graceful kindness 
and condescension, your Lordship may ever look 
back upon your term of office in Canada with feel
ings of unmixed happiness and satisfaction.

It was ordered that the address be en
grossed and transmitted to Lord Dufferin, 

PRIVATE BILLS.
Mr. MOWAT moved that the time for 

the presentation of private bills to the 
House be extended to Thursday, the 30th 
inst.

THE STANDING COMMITTEE.
Mr. MOWAT moved that a select com

mittee of twelve members be appointed to 
prepare a report selecting the several com 
mittees ordered by the House, to be com
posed as follows : -The Attorney-General, 
and Messrs. Hardy,Woods, Lauder, Boulter, 
Finlayson, Meredith, Baxter, Scott, Gib
son, Morris and Clarke (Wellington).

The motion was carried.

THE LIBRARY.

Mr. MOWAT moved that a select com
mittee of eight members be appointed to 
assist Mr. Speaker in the care of the 
library, to be composed as follows Thj 
Attorney-General, and Messrs. Crooks, 
Morris, Harcourt, Deroche, Meredith, 
Wills and Gibson.

The motion was carried.
THE INDEMNITY QUESTION.

Mr. LAUDER rose to call attention to a 
mistake made by Mr. Speaker in reference 
to a former member of the House. During 
the debate on the Address, he (Mr. Lauder) 
asked : who had first proposed that the 
House should sit with closed doors when 
the indemnity question was first discussed? 
The Globe reported Mr. Speaker to have 
replied, “I think it was the Hon. Mr. 
Maodougall.” He (Mr. Lauder) had the 
permission of the late member for South 
Simcoe to state that he did not ask that there 
should be a close session, and that he had 
been opposed to the proposition.

Mr. SPEAKER said he did not remem
ber exactly who made the proposition, but 
it had occurred to him at the time that it 
was Mr. Macdougall. It was probable he 
had confounded the occasion with some 
other time when Mr. Macdougall had pro
posed a secret session.

Mr. MEREDITH said he thought the 
hon. member had taken the ground that it 
was better to discuss the question with 
open doors.
THE DIVISIONS ON THE ADDRESS.

Mr. WIDDIFIELD called attention to 
the fact that the division on his amend
ment to the amendment to the Address had 
not been recorded in the votes and proceed, 
ings. He believed there were no nays, but 
the yeas and nays were taken, and he 
thought they should be recorded.

, DIVISION COURT BAILIFFS.

Mr. FLESHER moved for a return of all 
moneys received by the Provincial Treasur
er during the years 1874, 1875, 1876, 1877, 
and 1878, as fees forfeited by Division _ 
Court bailiffs, such return to give the 
name of the bailiff forfeiting such fees, the | 
name of the Division Court clerk to whom j 
such fees were paid, the style of cause in 
which such fees were forfeited, and the

amount ot each forfeit separately. He said 
that last session he had asked if any Divi
sion Court bailiff’s fees had been forfeited, 
and the Treasurer replied that none had 
been returned. He understood that fees 
had been forfeited,and he moved ths motion . 
to ascertain if this were the fact.

The motion passed.
THE DURATION OF THE HOUSE.
Mr. SCOTT moved for copies of writs of 

election for the return of members to re
present the electoral divisions of Algoma 
and Muskoka respectively, at the last gen
eral election for the Province of Ontario. 
He said the object in moving for copies of 
these writs was to get a discussion on the 
question which had already been debated 
to some extent, in regard to the duration 
of the existing Parliament. The hon. mem
ber for Stormont had argued the point to a 
limited degree, and it appeared to have 
been concluded by the Attorney-General 
and the organ of the Government, that the 
legal existence of the House up to the 14th 
August had been practically proved and 
admitted. Now the hon. member for Stor
ment had not touched the salient part in 
the case, and that was the interpretation 
to be given to our own statutes bearing 
on the subject. He would rather 
not proceed with the discussion till the 
hon. member for Stormont was in his 
place, and in the meantime he would ask 
that the copies of the writs be brought 
down at as early a date as possible.

The motion passed.
Mr. MOWAT moved the adjournment 

of the Heuse.
The House adjourned at four o’clock 

p.m.

NOTICES OF MOTION.

Mr. Wood gave notice of a bill to incor
porate the Poultry Association.

Mr. Bell gave notice of a motion, asking 
for the production of all papers relating to 
the claim of William Quigley, of the Town
ship of Lutterworth, against the Crown 
Lands Department.

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.
THIRD LE«ISUTUKE-FOI)KTfl SBSS1W

Friday, January 24.

The Speaker took the chair at three 
o’clock.

Prayers were read by Her. Father Bergin. 
THE BOUNDARY QUESTION.

Afr. MEREDITH moved for an order cf 
the House for a statement showing in de
tail the expenditure during each year since 
1867, on account of the settlement of the 
northerly and westerly boundaries of the 
Province, and the arbitration in reference 
thereto, with the names of the persons to 
whom, and on what account the payments 
were made, and the dates of such pay
ments. And also a statement showing in 
detail all sums, if any, owing on the same 
account and still unpaid, and the persons 
to whom and on what aceount the same are 
owing.

The motion carried.
SEPARATE SCHOOLS.

Mr. BELL moved for an order of the 
House for a return for each of the cities of 
Ontario, of the particulars of the Separate 
Schools for the year 1876,. as the same are 
tabulated on pages 38 and 39 of the report 
of the Minister of Education for the year 
1876. In making the motion, he said the 
particulars of Separate School work as 
given in the report of the Minister of Edu
cation, were very meagre as compared with 
the particulars furnished of Public School 
work. It was for the purpose of get
ting fuller particulars in view of a 
Separate School Convention which would 
be held next year, that he moved the rese
ll! tion.

Mr. CROOKS was understood to say 
that it was very right to get full informa
tion, but if the hon. gentleman examined 
his (Mr. Crook’s) report he would find that 
the reports on Public Schools wore full, be
cause they were required to' be sent in by 
the Inspectors as a basis of the grant. If 
his recollection was right, similar returns 
were not sent in from the Separate Schools, 
as it was the duty of Public School In
spectors to send with respect to Public 
Schools. He had no objection to the pre- I 
sent, motion, but as the information oould 
riot be given, it would be as well for it to



stand. And, if it stood, he' would be Will- I 
ing to assist in any way possible to get 
further information.

Mt. BELL— When might We get further 
information 1

Mr. CROOKS said he would give his 
hon. friend notice of it.

Mr, BELL .said he had been spoken to 
on the matter by several members of the 
Roman Catholic faith ; but lie could assure 
the House that he.had no intention of 
making a squabble about the matter.

Mr. CROOKS said he did not tiling the 
hon. gentleman did desire to make a squab
ble, for he would be sorry to think that any 
hon. gentleman would make capital out of 
our educational institutions.

The motion was allowed to stand.
SUPPLY.

A message was read from his Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor, indicating the sum 
required to meet the expenses of civil gov
ernment Until the passing of the Supply

Mr. WOOD moved the House into sun- 
ply. Carried,

The chair was taken by Mr. Clarke (Wel
lington).

The sum of $378,050 was voted for the 
purpose of meeting the expense of civil 
government from 1st January, 1879, until 
the passage of the Supply Act.

The House adjourned at 3.30.

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.
TH1RIILEGISLATBE-FOIM SESSION

Monday, January 27.
The Speaker took the chair at three 

o’clock.
Prayers were said by Rev. I). J. Macdon- 

nell.
Petitions praying for amendments to the 

Municipal Act were presented.
STANDING COMMITTEES.

Mr. MOW AT presented the report of 
the Committee appointed to strike Stand
ing Committees, which recommended that 
the Standing Committees should be as fol
lows :—

Committee on Privileges and Elec
tions.—Hon. Attorney-General Mowat, 
Messieurs Ballantyne, Barr, Bell, Bon
field, Broder, Code, Cole, Crooks, Currie, 
Deroche, Finlayson, Graham, Grange, 
Lyon (Algoma), McCraney, McLaws, Mc
Leod, McMahon, McRae, Master, Monk, 
Parkhill, Paxton, Richardson, Rosevear, 
Scott, Sexton, Sinclair, Springer, Tooley, 
White, Wills—33.

Committee on Private Bills.—Messrs. 
Baker , Baxter, Boulter, Broder, Calvin, 
Chisholm, Clarke (Norfolk), Code, Cole, 
Currie, Deacon, Finlayson, Fraser, Gibson, 
Graham, Grant, Hardy, Hargraft, Harkin, 
Hay, Lauder, McCraney, McDougall, Mc
Gowan, McLaws, McMahon, Massie, Mere
dith, Merrick, Miller, Monk, Morris, 
Mostyn, O’Donoghue, Parkhill, Pardee, 
Patterson, Paxton, Preston, Richardson, 
Rosevear, Ross, Scott, Sexton, Sinclair, 
Snetsinger, Springer, Tooley, Waterworth, 
White, Widdilield, Wilson—52.

Committee on Railways.—Messrs. 
Appleby, Ballantyne, Barr, Baxter, Bell, 
Bishop, Boulter, Brown, Calvin, Chisholm, 
Clarke (Norfolk), Coutts, Creighton, 
Crooks, Currie, Dawson, Deacon, Deroche, 
Flesher, Fraser, Grant, Hay, Hunter, 
Kean, Lane, Lauder, Long, Lyon (Algoma), 
Lyon (Halton), McCraney, McRae, Mere
dith, Merrick, Miller, Mostyn, O’Dono- 
ghue, O’Sullivan, Pardee, Patterson, Pax
ton, Robinson, Scott, Sexton, Sinclair, 
Springer, Tooley, Watterworth, White, 
Widdifield, Wigle, Williams, Wilson—52.

Committee on Standing Orders.— 
Messrs. Appleby, Bishop, Bonfield, Clarke 
(Norfolk), Code, Coutts, Deacon, Deroche, 
Finlayson, Grant, Harcourt, Hargraft, 
Harkin, Hunter, Lane, Lyon (Algoma), 
Lyon (Haltoil), McDougall (Middlesex), 
McGowan, McLeod, McRae, Massie, 
Master, Merrick, Monk, Mostyn, O’Sulli
van, Paxton, Preston, Robinson, Snet
singer, Springer, Wigle, Wills, Wilson—35.

Committee on Printing.—Messrs. Boul
ter, Clarke (Wellington), Creighton, 
Deroche, Flesher, Fraser, Grange, Miller, 
O’Donoghue, Wilson.—10.

Committee on Public Accounts.— 
Messrs. Ballantyne, Clarke (Wellington), 
Deacon, Ferris, Gibson, Harcourt, Hardy, 
Lauder, Meredith, Merrick, Morris, Ross, 
Scott, Striker, Williams, Wills, Woods.— 
17.

MESSAGE FROM HIS HONOUR.
Mr. MOWAT presented a message from 

his Honour, as follows :—
“I thank you for your address in answer 

to the speech with which I opened the 
session, and I rely on your constant atten
tion to the consideration of the measures 
that will be submitted to you.”

GOVERNMENT BILLS.
The following bills were introduced and 

read a first time :—
An Act to incorporate the Poultry Asso

ciation of Ontario.—Mr. Mowat.
An Act respecting the Andrew Mercer 

Reformatory for Females.—Mr. Mowat.
An Act to extend the powers of gas com

panies.—Mr. Mowat.
THE INDEMNITY.

Mr. SINCLAIR rose to a question of 
privilege. During the speech on the Ad
dress he stated that he did not sign the 
round robin or petition to the Government 
to increase the indemnity, notwithstanding 
which The Mail of Saturday published a 
list professing to contain the names of those 
supporting the Government who signed the 
round robin, and included his name among 
them. He (Mr. Sinclair) was prepared to 
repeat what he said before that he Bigned 
no round robin. To show what little faith 
could be placed on The Mail's list he would 
point out that the name of Mr. Massie was 
attached to the round robin as published in 
The Mail though the round robin was pre
pared in 1876 and Mr. Massie did not be
come a member of the House until the fal
lowing year. Besides that, Mr. Master’s 
name was on the list and he did not become 
a member of the House until 1878—two 
years after the increase of the indemnity. 
The name of Mr. Gibson, who did not sign 
the round robin, was also on the list.

Mr. LAUDER—You had better say who 
did sign it ? (Hear, hear.)

Mr. SINCLAIR said he was not in a 
position to state who did sign it, but he 
could say that neither he, Mr. Gibson, 
Mr. Massie, nor Mr. Masters signed it.

Mr. STRIKER said he saw his name on 
The Mail’s list, but he did not sign the 
round-robin. He would like to have the 
document produced. (Opposition ap
plause.) He repeated that he did not sign, 
and he would now add that if his name 
could be found on the original list, in his 
own handwriting, that he would resign his 
seat and never become a candidate again. 
At the proper time he would be prepared to 
support either the wiping out of the in
demnity or a decrease.

Mr. BELL—I suggest that the Govern
ment get the round-robin lithographed and 
published, so that there will be no dispute 
about it in the future. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. BOULTER said the Government 
might get the round robin illuminated, and 
charge it to the gas bill. (Laughter.)

Mr. MEREDITH said there was no 
doubt that one of the members of the Gov
ernment gave the round-robin to the 
Grit paper in this city for publication. 
That paper published what purported to be 
a list of members of the Opposition who 
signed the round-robin, and now it was 
only just that the names of all who signed 
should be made public. (Applause.)

LICENSE INSPECTORS.
Mr. MEREDITH asked whether the at

tention of the Government has-been called 
to the fact that Mr. Thomas Boon, License 
Inspector for East Kent, has been elected 
Reeve of the Town of Bothwell; and 
whether it is intended to permit Mr. Boon 
to retain the position of License Inspector 
while he holds the office of reeve.

Mr. HARDY said this was the first time 
his attention had been called to the matter; 
but he would give further information at a 
future time.

Mr. MOWAT said his attention had 
been called to the fact that a license in
spector had been elected reeve. He had 
referred the matter to his hon. friend’s de
partment, but the matter had not received 
his hon. friend’s attention yet.

COLONIZATION ROADS.
Mr. BOULTER moved for copies of all 

reports of the Inspectors of Colonization 
Roads to the Crown Lands Department for 
the last three years. In making the 
motion, he said that a large sum of money 
was annually expended on these offices, and 
he thought the House should be put in 

possession of these reports, so as to enable 
it to judge of the extent of the work that 
was being done. He did not say that the 
money expended in this direction had not 
done the country good service, but he 
thought it due to the public that they 
should know what these officials were 
doing. He believed that these officials 
sent in reports to the Crown Lands Depart
ment, the heads of which were no doubt 
satisfied with them, and he thought these 
reports should be made public.

The motion was carried.
Mr. MOWAT moved the adjournment of 

the House.
The House adjourned at 3.30 p.m.

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

Tuesday, January 28.
The Speaker took the chair at three 

o’clock.
Prayers were said by Rev. J. D. Cayley. 

STANDING ORDERS.
Mr. DEROCHE presented the first re

port of the Committee on Standing Orders. 
BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following bills were read a first 
time : —

To extend the limits of the town of 
Walkerton—Mr. Sinclair.

Respecting the Yorkville Loop Line 
Railway Company—Mr. Lauder.

To amend the Act to incorporate the 
Ontario Mineral Railway Company—Mr. 
Deroche.

Respecting Billing’s Bridge and to legal
ize the conveyance thereof to the Ottawa 
Road Company—Mr. Monk.

Respecting the agreement entered into 
between the city of Brantford and the 
Grand Trunk Railway Company—Mr. 
Deroche.

To amend the Act to authorize the 
churchwardens of St. James’ church, To
ronto, to issue debentures.—Mr. Bell.

To incorporate the Industrial Exhibition 
Association of Toronto.—Mr. Bell.

To legalize certain tax sales in the County 
of Renfrew.—Mr. Deacon.

To enable the County of Carlton to sell 
certain lands in the City of Ottawa.—Mr. 
Monk.

To legalize a certain by-law of the Town 
of Strathroy.—Mr. McCraney.

Respecting certain property in the Town 
of Peterboro’.—Mr. Scott.

Respecting the Port Hope harbour.— 
Mr. Rosevear.

To consolidate the debt of the County of 
Middlesex.—Mr. Tooley.

Respecting the Lake Simcoe Junction 
Railway Company.—Mr. Lauder.

To amend the Building Society’s Act.—■ 
Mr. Bethune.

To extend the boundary lines of the 
Town of Ingersoll.—Mr. Crooks.

Respecting the debenture debt of the 
London and Port Stanley Railway Com
pany.—Mr. Meredith.

To repeal the Act passed in the 26th 
year of her Majesty respecting the Queen- 
ston and Grimsby road.—Mr. Meredith.

Respecting the water works of Port 
Hope.—Mr. Rosevear.

Respecting the Brookville Mutual Build
ing Society.—Mr. Cole.

To incorporate the Water loo, Wellington 
and Georgian Bay Railway Company.—Mr. 
Springer.

To extend the powers of the Hand-in- 
Hand Fire Mutual Insurance Co.—Mr. 
Harcourt.

To amend the Municipal Act.—Mr. 
Sexton.

To amend the Jurors Act.—Mr. Sexton.
Respecting the Georgian Bay and Well

ington Railway Co.—Mr. Hunter.
To amend the Acts relating to the Brant

ford, Norfolk and Port Burwell Railway 
Co.—Mr. Wilson.

To incorporate the Brantford street Rail
way Co.—Mr. Meredith.

To incorporate the town of Mount Forest. 
—Mr. McGowan.

Relating to the Hamilton and North 
Western Railway Co.—Mr. Williams.

Respecting the municipality of Shuniah. 
—Mr. Lyon, (Algoma.)

Respecting the Whitby, Port Perry and 
Lindsay Railway Co.—Mr. Paxton.

To authorize the sale of certain lands in 
the village of London East, heretofore 
known as the Methodist Cemetery.—Mr. 
Meredith.

I



To amend the General Road Company’s 
Act.—Mr. Sexton.

To incorporate the Loyal Orange Associ
ation of Ontario of Ontario East and On
tario West.—Mr. Merrick.

To further amend the Act incorporating 
the Hamilton Gaslight Company.—Mr. 
Williams.

To incorporate the Prudential Life In
surance Company of Ontario.—Mr. Wil
liams.

To incorporate the Ontario Steam and 
Heating Company.—Mr. Williams.

To incorporate the Snowdon Iron Mining 
and Blast Furnace Company.—Mr. Wil
liams.

To amend Chap. 84 of the Revised 
Statutes of Ontario.—Mr. Sexton.

Respecting the property of St. Mary’s 
R. C. Church, Almonte.—Mr, Frazer.

To amend chap. 174 of the Revised 
Statutes respecting municipal institutions. 
—Mr. Scott.

Respecting the Whitby aud Bobcaygeon 
Extension Railway Company.—Mr. Pax
ton.

REPORTS.
Mr. HARDY presented the eleventh an

nual report of the Inspector of Asylums, 
Prisons, and Public Charities ; also report 
of the School of Practical Science ; also re
port of the Depository Branch of the Edu
cation Department ; also Bursar’s state
ment of cash receipts and expenditures of 
Upper Canada College for 1878, and of the 
University for the same year.

THE SCHOOL LAW.
Mr. CROOKS, in introducing a bill to 

amend the law respecting Public, Separate, 
and High Schools, was understood to say 
that he had at first intended to introduce a 
measure affecting the public schools only, 
but it had been found that the propositions 
he meditated would be equally beneficial 
to separate schools, and one of them would 
be equally applicable to our High Schools, 
the alterations in the law he proposed to 
introduce were in relation to the extension 
of the school franchise, the mode of hold
ing school elections, and the appliance of 
some checks in reference to the expendi
ture on capital account both in respect to 
public and high schools. These checks 
would be found in the vote of the rate
payers in certain cases in regard to that 
large class represented by rural school cor
porations in giving the Councils of cit’es 
and counties certain discretion in regard to 
complying or not with the demands made 
from time to time by High and Public 
School Boards. Some minor defects in the 
law would be made good, and some neces
sary improvements would be added. He 
would be ready to receive any opportune 
suggestions on the discussion on the second 
reading of the bill.

Mr. MEREDITH—Will the hon. gentle
man introduce the ballot ’

Mr. CROOKS—My measure is not 
framed in that way. It retains open vot
ing.
LICENCE INSPECTOR FOR EAST

KENT.
Mr. MEREDITH asked whether the at

tention of the Government has been called 
to the fact that Mr. Thomas Boon, Licence : 
Inspector for East Kent, has been elected 
Iteeve of the town of Bothwell. Whether 
it is intended to permit Mr. Boon to retain 
the position of Licence Inspector while he 
holds the office of Reeve.

Mr. HARDY said no appointment had 
been made of an inspector this year hold
ing the position indicated by his hon. 
friend, and no such appointment would be 
marie so long as the persoil referred to held 
the post of reeve.

CARDWELL LICENSES.
Mr. FLESHER moved for a statement 

showing in detail the total amount received 
by the License Commissioner of Cardwell 
for tavern and shop licenses and fines for 
infringement of the License laws during 
1878. Also to show in detail all payments 
out of the License Fund of Cardwell since 
the first of May, 1878, the person or per
sons to whom, and the authority on which 
such payments were made, aud the amount 
of the balance on hand on the first day of 
January last.

The motion passed.
THE ACCOUNTS FOR 1878.

Mr. MEREDITH asked the Attorney- 
General when he expected the abstract of 
receipts and expenditure for 1878 would 
be brought down.

Mr. MOWAT said he could not exactly 
say in the absence of the Treasurer.

The House adjourned at 3.45 p.m.

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY. |

THIRD LEGISLATURE-FOURTH SESSION

Wednesday, January 29.
The Speaker took the chair at three 

o’clock.
Prayers were read by Rev. J. D. Cayley. 

ORANGE INCORPORATION.
Petitions in favour of the incorporation 

of the Orange body were presented by Mr. 
Parkhill, Mr. Sinclair. Mr. Miller, Mr. 
Lauder, Mr, Currie, Mr. Monk, Mr. Hay, 
Mr. Barr, Mr. Tcolev, Mr. Bell, Mr. Wills, 
Mr. Lyon (Halton), Mr. Springer, Mr. 
Bethune, Mr. Wood, Mr. Morris, Mr. 
Creighton, Mr. Broder, Mr. Code, Mr. 
Coutts, Mr. Deacon, Mr. Richardson, Mr. 
Boulter, Mr. Rosevear, Mr. Merrick, Mr. 
Kean, Mr. Preston, Mr. Williams and Mr. 
Mostyn. The petitions numbered in all 
three hundred and thirty-three.

REPORTS.
Mr. DEROCHE presented the second, 

third and fourth report of the Committee 
on Standing Orders, in which certain bills 
were reported upon.

Mr. DEROCHE also presented the first 
report of the Printing Committee recom
mending the printing of several reports.

The reports were
BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following bills were introduced and 
read a first time:

To amend the act respecting the Farmers’ 
Loan and Savings Co.—Mr. Deroche.

Respecting the Walkerton school lands. 
—Mr. Sinclair.

To incorporate the Walkerton Railway 
Co,—Mr. Lauder.

To provide for the division of the town
ship of Colchester.—Mr. Wigle.

Respecting the town of St. Mary’s.—Mr. 
Hay.

Respecting certain dams on Beaver Creek 
and other streams in the County of Hast
ings.—Mr. Ferris.

To legalize certain by-laws of the cor
poration of the County of Kent.—Mr. Me 
Craney.

Respecting the Stratford and Lake Huron 
Railway Company.—Mr. Hay.

To incorporate the Snowdon Branch 
Railway Company.—Mr. Paxton.

To authorize the Trustees of St. An
drew’s church, Williamstown, • to sell 
certain lands.—Mr. Wilson (for Mr. Grant.) 

To legalize certain by-laws of the city of 
St. Catharines and to amend the several 
Acts relating to Water Works.—Mr. 
Meredith.

To amend the Act to incorporate the 
Hamilton and Dundas Street Railway 
Company.—Mr. Williams.

Relating to the Toronto General Hospital. 
—Mr. Chisholm.

To give further powers to the Petrolia 
Crude Oil and Pumping Company.—Mr. 
Pardee.

To incorporate the Village of the Falls of 
Niagara.—Mr. Currie.

Respecting the drainage of marsh lands 
inJLake Seugog.—Mr. Paxton.

To incorporate the Ontario Veterinary 
Medical Association.—Mr. Bethune.

Respecting the re-consolidation and 
limitation of the debenture debt of the 
City of Toronto.—Mr. Morris.

To extend the powers of the City of To
ronto with regard to local improvements 
and other matters.—Mr. Morris.

To incorporate the Ontario Central Rail
way Company.—Mr. Brown.

To amend the Acts incorporating the 
Consumers’ Gas Company of Toronto.—Mr. 
Bethune.

To amend the Division Courts Act.—Mr. 
Currie.

TAVERN LICENCES IN GREY.
Mr. BARR asked the Government 

whether any tavern or shop licences had 
been granted in the County of Grey since 
the repeal of the Dunkin Act, and, if so, 
what amount had been paid for the 
licences ?

Mr. HARDY said that since the repeal 
of the Temperance Act in the County of 
Grey, applications had been made by the 
Commissioners for licences to be issued. 
He had not received any returns from the 
Commissioners yet, but he apprehended 
that the licences had been issued. The 
amount proposed to be charged was five- 
twelfths of the regular licence fee.

THE MERCER ESTATE.
Mr. FLESHER moved for an order of 

the House for copies of all correspondence, 
affidavits or papers filed in the office of the 
Attorney-General from any person or per
sons respecting the south half of lot num
ber fourteen, in the tenth concession of the 
Township of Tecumseh (part of the Mercer 
estate) or from any person or persons 
claiming the right to purchase the said half 
lot.

The motion carried.
THE LAND IMPROVEMENT FUND OF 

1861.
Mr. GIBSON moved for an order of the 

House for a return shewing the amounts 
received in the Crown Lands Department 
on account of the Land Improvement Fund 
from 1861, when its payment to the muni
cipalities ceased, up till the 1st of July, 
1867, from which date it has been paid till 
now.

The motion carried.
THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION.

On the orders of the day being called,
Mr. SCOTT said :—Mr. Speaker, before 

the orders of the day are proceeded with, 
I desire to direct the consideration of 
the House again to the question of the 
duration of the present Parliament. It 
seems to me that the matter is properly 
to be brought up for consideration as a 
question of privilege, and there is no 
doubt - -------

Mr. MQWAT—I would like my hon. 
friend to defer the consideration of this 
question for a day or two—to a day on 
which we will know he will bring it up.

Mr. SCOTT—To-morrow.
Mr. MOWAT—I would prefer Friday.
Mr. SCOTT—There are those in the 

House who believe the Parliament expires 
on the 2nd of February, and in that view 
of the case, it would be necessary to pro
ceed as soon as possible, so that the neces
sary legislation may be introduced.

Mr. MOWAT—Suppose we say Fri
day ?

Mr. SCOTT—I think to morrow would 
be better, if my hon. friend will agree 
to it.

Mr. MOWAT—Then I will do the best 
I can, and I will agree to it, if I have time 
to look over the papers.

Mr. SCOTT agreed.
Mr. MOWAT moved the adjournment of 

the House.
The House adjourned at 4.15.

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

Thursday, January 30.
The Speaker took the chair at three 

o’clock.
Prayers were said by Rev. Mr. Mockridge. 

ORANGE INCORPORATION.
Petitions in favour of the Incorporation 

of the Orange Associations of Ontario were 
presented by Messrs. Barr, Bell, Monk, 
Long. Lauder, Creighton, Parkhill, Flesher, 
Graham. Rosevear,'Tooley and Merrick.

REPORTS BY COMMITTEES.
Mr. Deroche presented reports 5 to 9 of 

the Committee on Standing Orders—which 
were carried.

BILLS INTRODUCED.
The following bills were introduced and 

read a first time :—
Concerning the London Junction Rail

way Company.—Mr. Sinclair.
Respecting the Township of Harvey in 

the County of Peterboro’.— Mr. Deroche.
Respecting the Grand Junction Railway 

Company.—Mr. Boulter.
Respecting the Leamington, Comber and 

Lake St. Clair Railway Company.—Mr. 
Wigle.

Respecting the Belleville and North 
Hastings railway. —Mr. Bell.

To amend the Act authorizingthe church
wardens of St. James’ church, Toronto, to 
issue debentures.—Mr. Bell.

Relating to the incorporation of the Vil
lage of Tiverton.—Mr. Widdifield.

To incorporate the Windsor and Essex 
Centre Railway Company.—Mr. Morris.

Respecting the public burying ground of 
the Town of Guelph.—Mr. Massie.

To incorporate the Toronto Fire Insur
ance Company.—Mr. Bethune.

Respecting Victoria College, Cobourg.— 
Mr. Hargraft.



To empower the trustees under a deed 
of trust made between Thomas Steel, of 
the Town of Lindsay, and others, to sell 
the land therein mentioned.—Mr. Wilson.

Respecting the Water Works in the 
Town of Guelph.—Mr. Massie.

To incorporate the City of Guelph.—Mr. 
Massie.

Respecting the profession of Land Sur
veyor of the Province of Ontario.—Mr. 
McMahon.

Por the relief of the Barton and Stam
ford Road Company.—Mr. Williams.

To incorporate the Village of Niagara 
Falls.—Mr. Currie.

To amend the Act to incorporate the St. 
Josephs Building Society of the City of 
Ottawa.—Mr. Frazer.

To authorize the issue of scrip for rail- 
wav grants in certain cases.—Mr. Wood.

Respecting the Water Works of the city 
of Ottawa,—Mr. Frazer.

Respecting the Ottawa City Passenger 
Railway Company.'—Mr. Frazer.

THE PRISON REPORT.
Mr. MERRICK said that before the or

ders of the day were called, he desired to 
direct the attention of the Government to 
what appeared to be a strange procedure, 
under which the copies of the report of the 
Inspector of Asylums and Prisons had been 
sent in bound form to a few of the mem
bers of the House. He did not think it 
was right to make a distinction between 
members, neither did he think that an 
officer of the Government, such as the In
spector of Asylums and Prisons should pre
sent, with his compliments, books to any 
member of the House. It was not a right 
or proper thing, nor did it show good taste 
for an officer to have a certain number of 
books printed and distributed among a cer
tain portion of the members of the House.

Mr. WOOD said the whole responsibility 
of the sending of the bound copies of the 
report to members rested with himself. 
He had instructed the inspector to get 200 
copies bound, ana the cost was only fifteen 
cents a volume or §15 per hundred. He 
further instructed the inspector to present 
a copy to each member of the House. 
There had been no intention to show any 
favouritism—which would be a contempt
ible thing—but as fast as the books were 
bound they were distributed and no doubt 
before twenty-four hours were passed the 
hon. gentleman would have a copy.

Mr. MILLER said he had been an officer 
of the Government and he did not think it 
was right for officers to send books to 
members of the House with his (the officer’s) 
compliments.

Mr. WOOD said that the inspector sent 
copies of his report to officers similar to 
himself in the United States and in sending 
them, inserted a slip indicating that the 
book was sent with his compliments. 
No doubt the same kind of slip 
was used by mistake when sending the 
books to members.
THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION.

Mr. SCOTT said, before the orders of the 
day were proceeded with he wished to 
bring up for consideration the question he 
referred to yesterday, as to tire duration 
of the present Parliament, which at the 
suggestion of the Attorney-General was 
postponed till to-day. It seemed to him 
(Mr. Scott) that the matter could be pro
perly brought up as a question of privilege, 
because, if the functions of the House ter
minated on 2nd February, as he contended 
on a former occasion that they did, it 
would be proper to bring the matter up as a 
question of privilege on 3rd February, and 
if the matter could be brought up in that 
way on February 3rd, it could with 
greater propriety be brought up before that 
time us 
in order 
termination 
necessary legislation for prolonging the 
existence of the Legislature could be in
troduced and carried. It had been 
stated in the course of the discussion 
which took place a short time ago, that it 
was really a matter of no importance 
whether the functions of the Legislature 
expired on the 2nd February or not, and 
that it was merely a question of conveni
ence as to when would be the proper time 
to bring on the general election. But, it 
seemed to him that a position of that kind 
was untenable, for in his opinion it was a 
matter of public importance to know the 
extent to which the Legislature could go 
in passing laws, and to enquire whether 
any act passed after the 2nd February 
should have the force and sanction of an 
Act of Parliament or not. And it seemed 
to him to be a matter of the greatest im
portance that a true and proper construc
tion should be put on the various acts of

a question, of privelege 
that before the actual 

of the Parliament the

which was brought up was looked upon

Parliament relating to this particular 
question. He had deemed it advisable to 
bring the matter up as one of privilege 
rather than by resolution, because it so 
happened that almost every resolution
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as one involving confidence or non-conii- 
dence in the Government; and it seemed 
to him that the question should 
not be passed on in any such spirit as that, 
but that it should be discussed fairly and 
candidly with a view to coming to a con
clusion as to what was the proper construc
tion of the law. (Hear, hear.) The hon. 
member for Stormont had said that those 
who came to the conclusion that Parlia
ment expired on February 2nd, owed it to 
themselves and to the House to participate 
in no legislation which took place after 
that date. He (Mr. Scott) could not sub
scribe to that view. It unfortunately 
happened in an Assembly like this that it 
was impossible to get all the members to 
concur in one view on the questions which 
arise, there being a difference of feeling be
tween hon. gentlemen on one side of the 
House and hon. gentlemen on the other. 
And, if the view of the hon. member for 
Stormont was followed in this matter then 
gentlemen on the Opposition side of the 
House, finding that their views were not 
in harmony with those of the Administra
tion, should retire from Parliament al
together. (Hear, hear.) The question 
being one of great importance, he 
would review as well as his memory 
would permit him, the argument of 
his hon. friend from Stormont. It was 
suggested from the Opposition side of the 
House during the discussion on the Ad
dress that the writs for the general elec
tion for 1875 being returnable—with the 
exception of that for Algoma, which was 
returnable in August—on February 2nd, 
1875, the present Parliament would expire 
on February 2, 1879. It was also pointed 
out that the hon. gentlemen who composed 
the . Administration had put a certain in
terpretation on the law in the year 1874, by 
advising his Honour to issue a proclama
tion calling Parliament together on Feb
ruary 2, 1875, recognizing thei eby that as 
a Parliament it was complete at that date. 
And if the Parliament could be called for 
that date, there was no manner of doubt 
that the functions of Parliament termin
ated in four years from that date, or on 
February 2, 1879. That view of the case 
was so conclusive that it was suggested by 
an hon. gentleman opposite the proclama
tion was issued in error, and without a 
proper consideration of what the 
law was. The hon. member for Stor
mont discussed the matter on the 
subsequent day very clearly, but to his 
(Mr. Scott’s) mind he did not proceed to 
the length to which it would have been 
proper for him to proceed. He gave his 
views that under the British North America 
Act Algoma should have been represented, 
or an opportunity should have been given 
the people to send a representative, before 
the House could be complete ; but the hon. 
gentleman did not go further, and in
terpret the matter by whatever construc
tion might be put upon the Acts of the 
Ontario Legislature, irrespective of the 
British North America Act. In order to 
see what construction was to be put upon 
the Acts of the Province, he would briefly 
review them, so far as they bore on this 
question. He might at first say, however, 
that he thought it would be admitted on 
all hands that the Legislature had, as a 
legislature, the right to alter and change 
its own constitution to au almost un
limited extent, excepting so far as such 
alteration might interfere with the pre
rogatives of the Lieutenant-Governor. The 

hon. member for Stormont the other 
day admitted this, and argued that- 
the Legislature had plenary powers 
given to it in regard to its constitution, 
concerning which under the 92nd section, 
SS. 1 of the British North America 
Act, there could be no doubt. That 
being the case it would have been quite 
competent for the Legislature at the session 
of 1874, or prior to the election of 1875, to 
declare that each Parliament should be a 
complete Parliament, irrespective of the 
District of Algoma. In other words, it 
would have been quite competent for the 
Legislature to have passed an act declaring 
that the general election should have been 
held on one day throughout the Province— 
excepting Algoma, the election in which 
district should be postponed for the con 
vemence of the people of Algoma—and that 
the Parliament elected on that day should 
date its existence from the day of the re

turn of the writs, irrespective of Algoma. 
If that had been done there could have been 
no mistake about the termination of the 
Parliament in four years from Feb. 2, 1875. 
The last of the writs mentioned in the 
B. N. A. Act, from the return of which 
the four years commenced does not mean 
the writs directed to all the constituencies 
but simply the writs which had constituted 
the Parliament—the words of the Act 
being “ the Parliament shall continue for 
four years from the return of the writs 
choosing the same.” If, therefore, the 
writs returnable on the 2nd of February 
constituted a Parliament, the four years 
would without doubt run from that day ir
respective of the Algoma writ. He (Mr. 
Scott) contended that the real and true 
construction—and indeed the only construc
tion—which could be put upon the various 
Acts of Parliament which had been passed 
in the Province since Confederation was, 
that the Parliament was constituted and 
valid by the writs returnable on February 
2nd, irrespective of the return of the 
Algoma writ. In order to discuss this 
question he would point out as briefly as 
he could, the various Acts in force bearing 
on this matter. The British North 
America Act declared that the Parliament 
should be in for four years from the date of 
the return of the writs under which 
the Parliament was chosen. At that 
time, it was to be borne in mind, 
the writs were returnable at different 
times, and the elections were held at dif
ferent places at different times. In the 
session of 1868-9, the first amendment 
was made to this state of affairs, in recog
nition of a policy which had been an
nounced to the effect that all the elections 
should be held on one day. This Act was 
cap. 21, Vic. 32, which in its 18th sec
tion also provided that the writ should be 
returnable in forty days from the date of 
its issue, except in Algoma, where ninety 
days was to intervene. Then there was 
another Act passed in the session of 1874, 
which provided in general terms that no 
election should take place in the district 
of Algoma, except in June, July, August, 
September and October. These being the 
Acts bearing on the case, it seemed to him 
that the House was called upon to find out 
from a criticism of them what were the in
tentions of the Legislature in adopting 
them. The hon. member for Stormont 
construed them 
liament could 
tuted without 
the district 
it was construed
Parliament could be properly constituted 
by the general election, without reference 
to Algoma, the election in that locality be
ing postponed for the convenience of peo
ple living there. Now the question for 
determination was whether it was intended 
that the District of Algoma should remain 
urn- presented for a period of seven months, 
in Parliament oi whether the whole Pro
vince of Ontario should remain unrepre
sented for precisely the same period of 
time. (Hear, hear.) It seemed to him 
that looking at the matter in that way— 
and it was a fair and candid way of putting 
it—the only conclusion to be arrived at 
was that the Legislature intended, rather 
than that the whole Province’khould be 
left unrepresented, that the District of 
Algoma should be unrepresented, 
hear.) It would be the duty 
Legislature to take the 
grievance rather than the 
and it seemed to him that there 
specific statement that the entire Province 
should be unrepresented, rather than the 
District of Algoma merely ; the obvious 
conclusion would be that it was intended 
that as the change was for the convenience 
of Algoma that district alone should remain 
in the meantime unrepresented, and not 
the entire Province. On the contrary, the 
18th section of the Act of 1868 made the 
direct and broad declaration that all the 
elections in every constituency must take 
place on one day, no exception being made 
in favour of Algoma. Further on in the 
Act, however, there was a clause creating 
au exception in favour of Algoma, which 
showed unmistakably that the Legislature 
intended the delay in the case of that dis
trict to be a delay for the convenience of 
that district alone and that it was not in
tended by reason of that delay for the 
benefit of that constituency, to delay 
the elections all over the Province. 
The fourth sub-section of section 18, 

- of Vic. 32, cap. 21 provided that 
in the case.of a general election being held 
in the summer there should be no dif
ference in the date upon which the writs

■ should be returned. It was only when the

to mean that no Par- 
be properly consti- 

a representation from 
of Algoma, while 

by others to mean that

(Hear, 
of the 
smaller
larger, 
was no



‘T p,ace lu the winter season that the returns of the wrUg ff)r 
Algoma should be extended to witbin 
ninety days of their issue. The Act also 
provided that in the event of an election 
t’ie'”f L® ‘Vi" flgoma in ‘he winter season 

dTsfraVchised a' ° B° rePresentati<>“ or be

S,E0TT said his recollection of the 
h!m toPtheal P°,ltlOn Of Fort w'‘liain led 

n to the conclusion that there was no 
poli ng place, and that the people there 
the Iev0] /8^"01"86'1' The °P'uion of 
the Legislature evidently was that it 
would be better for that locality to be dis- hoVldSebeth?lthaVhe ge"eral ^t'mi 

the Act of 1874 relating to Algoma,'were 
in his opinion, simply an enlargement of 
that principle. (Hear, hear.) And, view- 
heln *omaSe '1 **£* llght’ ono could n°t 
help coming to the conclusion that the 
Legislature intended rather that the Dis
trict of Algoma snould be unrepresented, 
if necessary to convene Parliament during 
the winter season, than that the entire 
Province should be unrepresented. And 
applying the ordinary rules for the inter pretat.cn of Acts of Parliament to th" 
case, lie came to the conclusion that those 
ordlr't0"!W ‘aV! be gross)y vi°lated in 
Older to bear out the views of hon. gentle
men opposite. He thought that the con
clusions which would be arrived at bv ac
cepting the interpretation of the law' sug- 
gested by the other side of the House 
leached a degree of absurdity that language 
failed to convey an idea of. It was a gen
eral, strong and forcible rule in the inter
pretation of statutes, that if any doubt 
existed as to the construction of an Act 
that that construction should be 
followed which appeared to be most 
agreeable to convenience. This doctrine 
was laid down very strongly by many of 
the authorities. Maxwell, in his interpre
tation of the statutes, said, “ An argument 
drawn from an inconvenience, it has been 
said is forcible m law, and no less force is 
due to any drawn from an absurdity or in- 

VsA Aga>’?’ V Voom’a Le«al Maxims, 
18L180, would be found the following

In doubtful cases, arguments drawn from 
inconvenience are of great weight. Thus 
arguments of inconvenience are sometimes 
of great value upon the question of inten
tion. Iu construing an Act of Pailiament 
the same rule applies. If the words used 
by the Legislature, iu framing any particu- 
lar clause have a necessary meaning it 
will be the duty of the Court to construe 
the clause accordingly, whatever may be 
the inconvenience of such a course But 
unless it is very clear that violence would 
be done to the language of the Act by 
adopting any other construction, any great 
inconvenience which might result from that 
suggested may certainly afford fair ground 
for supposing that it could not be what was 
contemplated by the Legislature, and will 
warrant the Court in looking for some other 
interpretation.” He would enumerate the 
inconveniences which would follow the in
terpretation of the statute put forth by 
hon. gentlemen. In the first place, it 
would follow from such an interpretation 
that this Province might be without a Par
liament for a considerable period of time, 
in fact for very nearly a whole year. Sup
posing for the sake of argument that this 
Parliament would expire on the 15th Sep- 
tember, it would not be possible, as the 
law at present stands, and according to the 
interpretation of his hon. friends opposite, 
to have a meeting of Parliament before 
midsummer of the following year. Accord
ing to the act of 1874 there must be an in
terval of fifteen to thirty days before the 
nomination after the posting of the pro
clamation in Algoma and an interval of 
twenty-one days before the elections took 
place, and it would be impossible to held 
an election in the fall of the year. It 
seemed clear that this would be a great in
convenience. He found it had been the 
practice both here and in England to take 
immediate steps to call a new Parliament 
the moment the old one expired. Side by 
side with the proclamation dissolving one 
Parliament, had always been issued a pro
clamation ordering a general election. This 
was according to constitutional law—a law 

— impossible to carry out—if the interpreta
tion put upon the statute by the hon. 
gentlemen opposite were correct. It would 
not be possible for them to issue the writs 
for the next Parliament until next year.

or property, ex
in
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This would be a gross and palpable incon
venience and one which must have con
siderable weight ill that consideration of 
the question. Further inconvenience would 
follow. Supposing the Government found 
themselves in a minority at the end of the 
session, what course would they pursue 
under the instruction of the statutes? They 
would be compelled to resign although they 
might fancy they had the confidence of the 
country, and to allow his hon. friend from 
London to form an administration. They 
could not appeal to the country, because 
they could not get an expression of the 
wishes of the people till next mid-summer. 
If they remained in office they would 
De dependent on the Opposition for their 
supplies, who might refuse to vote them. 
W as this what the framers of law contem
plated ? If so, they intended to do a very 
grave violence to the Constitution. An
other extraordinary consequence which 
would follow was this. Supposing the 
Lieutenant-Governor should come to the 
conclusion that his own advisers had not 
the confidence of the people, iu the same 
way that the Lieutenant-Governor of Que
bec recently formed a similar conclusion, 
he would be deprived of his right to dis
miss them, as he could not for a year get 
the opinion of the country as to whether 
or not any new ministers he might sum
mon had public confidence. He would con
sequently be compelled to accept hon. geu- 
tlemen^opposite, because they would have 
the control of the House, and he could not 
by constitutional means get the sense of 
the country for the period of a 
year. Again, under the interpre
tation given to the statute of 1874 
by the supporters of the Government, the 
prerogative of the Lieutenant-Governor to 
dissolve the House would be interfered 
with, because it followed inevitably that 
the Legislature of 1874 must have taken 
away that prerogative of the Lieutenant- 
Governor for nine or ten months during 
the year. There was always a presump
tion against any intention in an Act to in
terfere with the prerogative of the Crown. 
Maxwell, page 112, stated, “It is pre
sumed that the Legislature does not intend 
to deprive the Crown of any prerogative, 
right, ....
presses its "intention 
explicit 1___ ,
ference irresistible.” Was there in this 
legislation such irresistible conclusion in 
favour of Parliament not being complete 
until the return of the writ from Algoma ? j 
If this presumption was to have any force 
at all, then the prerogative had been inter
fered with, because it was taken away for 
seven or eight months of the year, and 
could not be exercised. He desired to 
draw his hon. friend’s attention to another 
principle in the construction of the statutes, 
and that was that there was always a pre
sumption against an intent on the part of 
the Legislature to exceed its own jurisdic
tion.—Maxwell, page 119. If his hon. 
friend’s construction were put upon the 
law, it would manifest an intention to ex
ceed the jurisdiction of the Legislature. It 
was laid down by the B. N. Act —that 
there must be a session of the Legislature 
at least once a year. Under the construc
tion of the law taken by his hon. friend, it 
might happen that it would be impossible 
to carry out this particular provision. His 
hon. friend contended that this Parliament 
expired not before the 14th August, and in 

th:- — ..........
of referring to the possibility of the Gov
ernment dissolving. There would be time to 
hold the elections all over the Province, in
cluding Algoma, before November. He 
would suppose that the complete Parlia
ment was elected by the 15th September. 
Then on the 15th September, 1883 
that Parliament 
would be no ___
new Parliament, including Algoma, until 
the midsummer of 1884, so that if there 
was a session in January, 1883, there could 
not be another within a year, not id fact 
until after midsummer, 1884, and the 86th 
section of the B. N. Act would be vio
lated. He thought this was an inevitable 
conclusion which must follow in the ab
sence of the Lieut.-Governor exercising his 
prerogative to dissolve the House. It 
could never have been the intention of the 
framers of the law to leave the Province so 
long unrepresented, but rather that Algoma 
itself should suffer, and that there should 
be a complete Parliament without it.

— Again, the B. N. Act laid it down in plain 
terms that the Legislature must not inter
fere with the office of Lieut.-Governor, al
though it conferred ample powers on the 
House in regard to amending its own con
stitution. Now that office would be inter

i
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time to call a

fered with, if the contention of hon. j 
gentlemen opposite were correct, because 
the right of the Lieut.-Governor to obtain 
an expression of the views of the people 
at auy time was taken away for several 
months in the year. Finally, there was — 
the presumption against repugnancy—• 
Maxwell 133-134. The B. N. Act and 
our own acts had to be read together, and 
one part must not be repugnant to another, 
or do violence to another. If our Acts were 
given the construction insisted upon by 
hon. gentlemen opposite, there would be 
found manifold and gross repugnances 
when read with the B. N. Act, numerous 
sections of which they would violate, as 
before alluded to. On the other bond, by 
giving them the interpretation he argued 
should be put upon them, these provisions 
were not repugnant, and might be read 
together. Every one of the rules regard
ing the construction of Acts of Parliament 
would be found consistent with the inter
pretation he maintained. Some weight 
attached to the terms in which the pro
clamation convening the Parliament of 
1875 had been issued by the Government. 
Ilis hon. friend from Stormont had said 
that this proclamation was a mistake. He 
(Mr. Scott) had before pointed out that 
the Government had themselves put an in
terpretation to the lawsimilar to that which 
he advocated, in the most formal way they 
could possibly do it—by the issue of this 
proclamation calling Parliament together 
on the 2nd February, 1875. Hon. gentle
men opposite now said this was a mistake, 
and that there was no Parliament for the 
transaction of business then existing. Not
withstanding, they prorogued this Parlia
ment, which, they said, had no existence 
at all, and repeated the prorogation 
until the 14th of August, when they ad
mitted it did come into existence. Ilis hon. 
friend from Stormont took occas on to say 
that the Government of Mr. Sandfield Mac
donald made a similar blunder. As a matter 
of fact, by the proclamation of 1871 Par
liament was called together before the re
turn of the Algoma writ, but it would re
quire more information than was at present 
before the House to warrant the conclusion 
that the Administration of Mr. Sandfield 
Macdonald had perpetrated a gross blunder. 
It should rather be considered that Mr. 
Sandfield Macdonald framed his proclama
tion in this way advisedly, and had put the 
same interpretation on the law as was now 
held by the Opposition. Mr. Sandfield 
Macdonald had not the reputation of being 
careless, but rather of being far-seeing, and 
of paying great attention to details. Al
though the Act of 1874 had not beep passed 
when the proclamation of Mr. Saudfield 
Macdonald was issued, still the
same remarks applied, as the Act
of 1874 gave the presumption still 
greater force, and the two proclama
tions taken together, aflorded the strongest 
possible evidence that both Governments 
hail been in favour of his interpretation of 
the law. It was laid down by the authorities 
that where an Act has been used and 
adopted for one particular construction, it 
afforded a strong argument of such being 
the proper construction—Maxwell, 24. 
Now they had his interpretation formally 
put upon these Acts by Mr. Sandtield Mac
donald under the proclamation of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, and further confirm
ed by the hon. gentlemen opposite them
selves in the same formal manner. Hon. 
gentlemen opposite contended that Parlia
ment was not complete until the return of 
the Algoma writ on the 14th of August, 
and yet in the very writ directed to the 
returning officer at Algoma, they called 
Parliament together before the 12th July, 
before there could be an election there, 
and the writ was not returnable before the 
14th of August. Hon. gentlemen opposite 
must have been very much dispos
ed to blunder at that time, for 
they now argued that Parliament was 
not complete till the 14th August. 
In concluding, he pointed out that it was 
a strange circumstance that while there 
was a proclamation issued in September, 
1874, convening a new Parliament, the 
writ for the District of Algoma was not 
issued till 25th June, 1875. Why was 
that delay ? The other writs bore, date 
December 23, 1874. Probably the hon. 
gentlemen opposite could explain the rea
son of the delay. (Applause.)

Mr. MO WAT stated that the Govern
ment had not sought to delay the general 

_  elections in view of the results of the elec
tions of 17th September. Indeed, the mat
ter had been under his consideration long 
before the 17th September, and many of his

pretat.cn
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friends now believed that the present 
would be as good a time as any on which 
to go to the people ; because there was al
ready great dissatisfaction among tho peo
ple at the Government which had taken 
office at Ottawa siuce the people made 
their great mistake in September.

A VOICE—Dissatisfaction among the 
Grits.

Mr. MOWAT said there was dissatisfac
tion among those who usually supported 
his opponents, and especially in view of 
the depression which had become worse 
since the present Government came to 
power. (Ironical applause.) He defended 
the holding of the session of the House in 
January, on the ground that it was most 
convenient, and that .all legislative bodies 
were commencing their sessions in that 
month.

Mr. MEREDITH—The Quebec Legisla
ture does not meet in January.

Mr. MOWAT said it did not meet in 
January this year because its last session 
was in June, but arrangements were being 
made before the late Quebec Government 
went out to hold January sessions. Re
garding the constitutional question, he 
contended that the Governor-General and 
Dieutenant-Governor had powers to ap

point different days for the return of writs, 
and it was evident that Parliament could 
not be complete until after the return of 
all the writs, and lion, gentlemen opposite 
must admit that the date from which the 
existence of the Parliament must be cal
culated, was the date of the return of the 
last writ.

Mr. MEREDITH—We do not admit 
that.

Mr. MOWAT could not see liow any one 
could differ from him on that point. One 
point which hon. gentlemen must admit, 
and that was that if the Parliament ex
pired four years from the date of the re
turn of the first batch of writs, the mem
ber for Algoma would not be a member of 
Parliament for four years as he should be.

Mr. DEACON—If he is a member for 
four years all the other members will be 
members for more than four years. (Hear, 
hear.)

Mr. MOWAT said the hon. gentleman 
i was looking at the argument with his blind 

side, for he must know that if the member | 
for Algoma were not a member of the 
Legislature for four years from the date of 
the return of the writ, Algoma would be 
disfranchised.

Mr. MEREDITH —Do you mean the 
actual return day, or the return day men
tioned in the writ ?

Mr. MOWAT—The return day of the 
last writ. The argument of hon. gentle
men opposite was that the House could 
meet and legislate for Algoma while that 
district had no representative. Every pre
sumption was against such a view of the 
case. It was un-British, and it would be 
tyrannical, after giving a constituency a 
member, to take the power of representa
tion from it. He did not believe the 
House ever contemplated the disfranchise
ment of Algoma. If, after the next elec
tion, when the Government came back 
with a larger majority than it now had, it 
called the House while Algoma was un
represented, he wondered what hon. gentle
men opposite would say ? There would be 
a fierce, and, 
3ay, a just, outcry against it. 
proclamations 
gether from time to time were 
formalities — 
which had been kept up because no one 
had thought of stopping them. The call
ing of Parliament through the writs on a 
day on which Parliament was not complete 
was also a mistake. In support of his 
argument that Parliament could not be 
complete until all the constituencies were 
represented, he quoted from letters he had 
received from Mr. Todd as follows :—

“ On one occasion the Lower Canada Parliament 
was convened to assemble before the return day for 
the Gaspe writ had come and the House of As
sembly resolved at once that they were incomplete 
and incompetent to proceed to business, and tr.ey 
refused to sit accordingly. And they were clearly 
right in their contention.”

Mr. SCOTT—Did you refer Mr. Todd to 
our own laws ?

Mr. MOWAT said he did after that, and 
in a subsequent letter Mr. Todd said :—

“ I am equally clear from constitutional prece
dents and analogy that when all the returns have 
not been for the same day, the last on which any 
writ is retur .able must be considered as the ter- 

_ minate day, and the day for the commencement ot 
the existence of the Parliament or Legislature. 
P.efore that day the body is not complete and it is 
not competent to act."
He held that this was quite sufficient to 
demonstrate that there was never any in
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calling the House to- 
mere 

mere fictions, indeed —

tention to deprive’Algoma ot its repiesen- 
tation : the election would take place later 
but the representation commenced and ter
minated at the same time, as in the case of 
other constituencies.

Mr. MEREDITH asked if it was the in
tention of the Attorney-General to proceed 
after six o’clock.

Mr. MOWAT thought not.
Mr. MEREDITH said he would then 

move the adjournment of the debate.
The motion carried.
The House adjourned at six o’clock.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE.
The Committee on Public Accounts met 

yesterday morning in the Treasurer’s of
fice, Mr. Clarke (Wellington) in the chair. 
There were present Messrs. Meredith, 
Morris, Hardy, Woods, Deacon, Merrick, 
Wills, ^Striker, .Gibson, Harcourt, and 
Ferris.

The immigration papers for 1877-8 hav
ing been brought down at the request of 
Mr. Meredith,

Mr. Si'ENCB, of the Ontario Immigration 
office, was sent for and examined in refer
ence to the details of the various items of 
expenditure.

Mr. Meredith pointed out that there 
existed very inefficient checks upon assist
ed immigrants remaining in the country, 
or going to the localities the}' were ticketed 
for. There was also very little check upon 
the agents, and no security that the Pro
vince was not charged more than its pro
portion on assisted immigrants, by the Do
minion agents. He noticed a heavy charge 
of §153 tor teaming about a dozen women 
and children to Doe Lake.

Mr. Hardy said the immigrants who 
were taken to Doe Lake were the nucleus 
of a Swiss colony, and the expense was un
dertaken under the terms of au arrange- 
u ent, since cancelled, with Madame Van 
Koerber.

The Committee adjourned.
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Friday, January 31. 
took the chair at three

said by Rev. J. D. Cayley.
INCORPORATION.

The Speaker 
o’clock.

Prayers were 
ORANGE

Petitions in favour of the incorporation 
of the Orange Body were presented by Mr.
Parkhill, Mr. Broder, Mr. Merrick, Mr. 
Monk, Mr. Creighton and others.

CIVIL CAUSES.
Mr. MONK introduced a bill relative to 

the trial of civil causes.
The bill was read a first time.

UPPER CANADA IMPROVEMENT 
FUND.

Mr. SINCLAIR asked whether it was 
the intention of the Government, now that 
the arbitration is finally settled, to appor
tion and distribute without delay, to the 
Municipalities entitled to it, the sum of 
§124,085.18, being amount of the Upper 
Canada Improvement Fund ; one of the 
special and trust funds declared in the 
award to be the property of, and to belong 
to the Province of Ontario, for the pur
poses for which they were established.

Mr. WOOD—-It is the intention of the 
Government to apportion and distribute 
thesum of §124,685.18, being the amount 
collected between March 6, 1861, and July 
1,1867, on account of lands sold between 
June 14,1853 and March 6, 1861.
THE MAGISTRACY OF SHELBURNE.

Mr. BARR moved for a return of 
copies of all correspondence relating to the 
appointment of the Magistracy in the vil
lage of Snelburne, in the County of Dufferiu. 
He stated that no magistrate had been 
appointed in this village, presumably be
cause there was no friend of theGovernment 
ready to take the office, and because the 
supporters of the Government in the 
viciuity had declared that no Conservative 
must be given the position. He 
thought the Government were culpable in 
neglecting to attend to this matter, their 
attention having been drawn to the subject. 
He (Mr. Barr) had an office in Shelburne, 
which was perhaps one reason why no ap
pointment had been made.
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Mr. MOWAT said the difficulty gener
ally was to limit the number of magistrates 
rather than to find men to appoint. If he 
had known that the hon. member had an 
office in Shelburne he might have felt that 
there was a necessity for a magistrate. 
(Laughter.) He did not know that mat
ters were so bad in Shelburne as repre
sented, and he did not know of any corres
pondence, except of a confidential character, 
on the subject. If there was any he would 
bring it down. Lately information had 
been received which would lead him to 
issue a commission for that locality. There 
had been no suggestion made that Conser
vatives should not be appointed to the 
magistracy.

Mr. MEREDITH said it was evident that 
the Government had been us-ng the Com
mission of the Peace for the purpose of 
furthering the interests of Reform candi
dates to the House of Commons. This was 
notably the case in Middlesex. Such should 
not be the case, and competent men on 
either side of politics should be appointed.

Mr. MOWAT said he had urged his sup
porters to suggest to him the names of com
petent men only, on both sides of politics.

Mr. WIDDIFIELD said that had been 
the course followed in North York.

Mr. LAUDER said the appointments of 
hon. gentlemen opposite had certainly 
been very unfortunate, for some of the 
justices appointed had been not at all 
qualified to hold the positions in which 
they had been placed. He pointed out 
that Shelburne was a rising little town, 
that the leading men there were Conserva
tives, that a good man had been suggested 
te the Attorney-General for the position, 
and that he was not appointed, evidently 
because he was a Conservative. He held 
that the promise not to bring down papers 
marked confidential was an evasion of the 
motion, and suggested that correspond
ence between parties and the Attorney- 
General’s office on public matters should 
not be marked *“ confidential.” (Hear, 
hear.) Some magistrates had been ap
pointed who actually could not write their 
names, and if the Attorney-General ap
pointed good men he would certainly be 
supported by the House.

Mr. MOWAT said it would be impossible 
for him to examine every mail whom he 
recommended for appointment, and if there 
were any who could not write their names 
he would be glad to have cases pointed out.

Mr. RICHARDSON said that in 1876 he 
presented a petition signed by both Re
formers and Conservatives praying for the 
appointment of a magistrate in his locality, 
but for some reason or other the appoint
ment was not made. He hoped the Attor
ney-General would attend to the matter.

Mr. CHISHOLM said that when the 
Conservatives had the appointment of 
magistrates they appointed but a few Re
formers. He was surprised at the remarks 
of the member for Dufferin, who had been 
returned to support the Government. The 
greater portion of the hon. gentleman’s re
marks were inaudible in the gallery.

The motion was carried. 
SEPARATE SCHOOLS.

Mr. BELL’S motion for particulars re
garding Separate Schools was carried, Mr. 
Crooks promising to bring down the infor
mation asked for.
THE HURON AND ONTARIO SHIP 

CANAL.
Mr. BELL moved that the petition of the 

Huron and Ontario Ship Canal Company, 
presented during the present session, be 
referred to a special committee, to be com
posed of Messieurs Beil, Deroche, Hunter, 
Lane, Lauder, Long, Miller, Morns, Pat. 
terson, and Parkhill, to report thereon.

Mr. MOWAT said it must be under
stood that the Committee must make no 
recommendation. He had no objection 
to the motion in that understanding, if the 
names of Messrs. Widdifield and Chisholm 
were added.

This was agreed to, and the motion 
passed.
THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION. 

On the orders of the day being called, 
Mr. MEREDITH resumed the debate 

on the question of the duration of the 
present Parliament. He said the import
ance of the question could not be over
rated, for if the contention of the hon. 
member for West Peterboro’ was correct, 
the legislation passed by the House after 
February 2nd would be void. And it 
seemed to him strange that hoc. gentlemen 

— opposite, who took the position that the 
House could not be complete while a con
stituency was unrepresented, were willing 

: ■ -f the
notwithstanding that there

to proceed with the legislation of 
House notwithstanding that
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was this danger of its being
void. He (Mr. Meredith) would not
follow the leader of the Government in the 
remarks he had made in reference to the 
partizan view which he had charged had 
been taken of the case, but he would point 
out that though the bon. gentleman had 
stated that he was not influenced by the _ 
result of the Dominion elections in Septem
ber, it was pretty generally understood 
throughout the country—and it had not 
been denied—that hon. gentlemen in the 
Executive Council considered whether hon. 
gentlemen should link their fortunes with 
the late Dominion Government; and 
it had not been denied that a 
minority of the Council were in 
favour of so doing. Then it was said that 
the gentleman who managed the general 
election for the Reform party made the 
declaration to his chief that Ontario had 
goae mad on the Protection policy, and 
it might be that after this declaration 
the Attorney-General set about enquiring 
as to whether 1m could continue the Par
liament into the middle of the present 
year. But, the hon. gentleman now stated 
that the question was one which admitted 
of no doubt. The very fact that the hon. 
gentleman could not come to a satisfactory 
conclusion on the matter without com
municating with Mr. Todd showed that 
there was doubt—and a serious doubt on 
the question. The hon. gentleman relied 
very strongly on the views of Mr. Todd, 
lie (Mr. Meredith) would not dispute Mr. 
Todd’s ability, but he did think that on a 
question of this kind it would have been 
well if the statements upon which Mr. 
Todd based his opinions, aud the reason he 
gave for them, had been produced so that 
the soundness of his opinions could be 
judged of (Hear, hear.) He (Mr. Meredith) 
resiiected the ability of the leader of the 
Government, but he pointed out, that hon. 
gentleman had not attempted to reply to 
the argument of the hon. member for West 
Peterboro’ that to continue the 
Parliament was to interfere with the 
prerogative of the Crown, neither had the 
non. gentleman replied to the fact also 
pointed out by the hon. gentleman front 
West Peterboro’ that if the House could 
not be complete until Algoma was repre
sented the Province must be without a 
Parliament, and all the constituencies dis
franchised, for seven mouths in one year. 
In reference to the argument of hon. gen
tlemen opposite that the House could not 
proceed to business in the absence of the 
representation of a single constituency, he 
said it was only fair that reference should 
be made to the proceedings of the English 
Parliament with reference to that point. 
By the contention of hon. gentlemen op
posite, it was clear that if there was an 
omission to summon one member of the 
House of Lords to that House or a member 
of the House of Commons to that House, 
the legislation would be void and the 
House would be, not a Parliament, but an 
assembly with no legislative powers and no 
authority. That was an incorrect assump
tion in his (Mr. Meredith’s) view, and he 
thought that English precedents would 
Uar out his opinion. In 1805 a question 1 
arose in reference to the representation of | 
Knaresborough in the House of Commons. 
No election had taken place in that bor
ough. According to the contention of the • 
bun. member for Stormont, the House ]

would not have been complete. But the 
House proceeded to business and ordered 
the issue of a new writ.

Mr. BETHUNE—A writ had been is- 
»o.'d in the first instance.

Mr MEREDITH-Yes, but not exe
cuted. Then in 1831 there was a case in 
which the writ had not been issued, and 
the House of Commons referred the matter 
to the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
lions, and the writ was issued. Then in 
our country in 1841 the House proceeded 
to business in the absence of the return 
from the County of Kent, and no such ob
jection was made as that made by hon. 
gentlemen opposite. Another similar ease 
was the Kamouraska case in 1868, in which 
no return was made, and the House order
ed a writ. He submitted in view of these 
facts that it was not necessary that every 
constituency shouid be represented in or- 
der to constitute a complete Parliament. 
Reference had been made to the 
caso which occurred in Lower 
Canada in 1820, but he submitted 
that that case was not a precedent as in
deed the hon. member for Stormont ad
mitted. The case arose under peculiar 
circumstances. The House of Assembly 
was at the time in conflict with the then 
Governor and it proceeded to extreme 
measures in order to resist the Lieut.- 
i. . . mor’s authority, and declared itself 

incomplete. But itw’ouldbe observed that 
the Assembly was inconsistent in its con
tention because if its contention was cor
rect it had no right to meet or to enter 
into any deliberation, and yet it proceeded 
to the election of a speaker and passed cer-

- tain resolutions. This showed that the
- position taken by the House then was not 

a correct dhe. He submitted, therefore, 
that it was perfectly clear upon reason 
and authority that it was not necessary that' 
every constituency entitled to representa
tion should be represented in order to 
make a complete Parliament. The next 
point to which he would refer, and one 
upon which the question mainly turned, 
was the Confederation Act. It seemed to 
him that the sheet anchor of the Premier’s 
position was that the words of the Statute 
must be given a literal construction, 
and if the hon. gentlemen were 
compelled to recede from that position, he 
must give up the whole foundation on 
which his argument rested. The language 
of that statute was that Parliament could 
exist four years from the return of the 
writs choosing the same, and no longer. 
According to the Attorney-General’s literal 
construction argument, the proposition 
would have to be established that the dura
tion of Parliament would depend entirely 
upon whether the returning officer charged 
with the duty of executing the writs, had 
performed his duty in accordance with the 
terms of the writs. He fancied no one 
would contend for this consequence, and 
the literal construction argument would 
have, therefore, to be abandoned, and the 
question would be as to what construction 
was to be put upon the act. A reference 
to the past history of Great Britain 
threw ‘ some light upon this point. 
In England, the Septennial Act provided 
that Parliament should exist for seven 
years from the date fixed by the writ of 
summons for the assembling of the House, 
and when they found the English Parlia
ment deciding with a similar question in 
regard to this Province, it might be rea
sonably expected that they would have re
gard to their own legislation, and he would 
endeavour to show that the day fixed by 
the writ of summons for assembling, and 
the return day of the writs were synony
mous terms. No one would deny that it 
was the prerogative of the Crown to call 
Parliament at whatever time it thought 
necessary. The first proceeding taken in 
calling a new Parliament was the issue of ■ 
proclamations dissolving the old House, i 
aud summoning the new House to meet on ' 
a particular day. Upon this au
thority the writs were issued, and the 
returning officers were directed to hold the 
elections, and to make their returns to the 
Chancellor, at the time and place fixed by 
the proclamation for the assembling of Par- 
ment. Coming down to later days, it would 
be found that essentially the writ for the 
summoning of --Parliament was the same, 
although divested of a good deal of verbiage. 
Upon reference to the proceedings fn the 
English House of Commons, it would be 
found that from 1837 to 1874, in every case 
where a new Parliament had been called, j 
the return day of the writ and the day of 
the assembling of Parliament were the 
same.

Mr. HARDY—All the writs were re
turnable on the same day.

Mr. MEREDITH said that no one had 
[ found anything to indicate a time of meet
ing for the Parliament, except the day 
named in the proclamation as the return 
day of the writs. That being so, he 
thought it was perfectly clear that the Eng
lish House must exist for seven years 
from the day fixed by the proclamation for 
the assembling of the House. Our statutes 
specified four years from the return of the 
writs, but the same construction was ap- 
plicablein both cases. It was a clear rule of 
construction, that when an act had receiv
ed a judicial interpretation, and the Legis
lature used the same language in a subse
quent act—that it was a fair presumption 
that such interpretation was correct. His 
hon. friends opposite were pleased to say 
that their proclamation calling Parliament 
on the 2nd February was a mistake. He 
believed that it was no mistake, and that 
a reference to the records of the Pro
vince and of the Dominion clearly 
shewed that the construction the 
Opposition put upon this statute was 
the construction put upon it by the Pro
vince, and which the Legislature assented 
to. The course pursued by different ad
ministrations, Conservative and Reform, 
proved that his contention was correct. 
In 1851, the writs for the old Parliament 
of Canada were made returnable on the 
24th December, except those for Saguenay 
and Gaspe, which were made returnable on 
the 12th February, 1852. Parliament was, 

however, called on tile 24tli December, 
1851, the day of the return of the body of 
the writs. The same thing occurred in 
1854, 1857, 1861, 1863 and 1867.

Mr. FRASER—Did the Parliament meet 
on all these occasions, and how did the 
Legislature, as a legislature, recognise these 
proclamations ?

Mr. MEREDITH said the theory was 
that the House properly constituted met 
on these dates, and was thereupon pro
rogued.

Mr. FRASER — Although the House 
never really assembled on these dates.

Mr. MEREDITH said that was the con
stitutional theory. The very fact that 
these proclamations were issued, that the 
House had been called in this way year 
after year from 1851, without protest by 
the Legislature, was a sanction by the 
Legislature of the position assumed by the 
Executive. He had given precedents dur
ing the whole history of the Parliament of 
Canada, from 1851 to Confederation, and 
these formed the strongest presumption 
that the Legislature assented to this 
position. (Hear, hear.) In 1872 the 
same course was adopted, and without 
objection. The Commissioner of Public 
Works would no doubt say that a change 
was made in 1872, and that Parliament was 
summoned to assemble on the day of re
turn of the latest writs. In this year 
British Columbia and Manitoba formed 
part of the Confederation, and it was 
necessary that their representatives should 
be present before Federal legislation could 
be touched. He fancied that he had 
demonstrated that what was meant by the 
British North America Act by the return 
of the writs choosing the Parliament was 
the return of the body of the writs. He 
intended, not to offer a resolution, but to 
throw the responsibility for legislation 
passed after February 2nd upon hon. gentle
men opposite, who, under circumstances of 
grave doubt, had called Parliament to as
semble. Hon. gentlemen opposite had 
stated that they had no desire to de
lay the appeal to the country. Per
haps they had not, but he ventured to 
believe that the country would say that 
hon. gentlemen in taking advantage of a 
technicality in order to prolong the exist
ence of the Parliament beyond the time 
set down in the constitution,and to prevent 
the people from exercising their right of 
expressing an opinion on the acts of the 
present Parliament, had acted not so 
much in the interests of the country as 
in the interests of themselves. (Hear, 
hear.)

Mr. BETHUNE, referring to the argu
ment of the hon. member for West Peter
boro’, contended that to pass laws after 
the Parliament had expired would be-not 
to interfere with the prerogative of the 
Crown, but the popular prerogative. He, 
also, held that every constituency must be 
represented before the House could be 
complete. Indeed, Magna Charta seemed 
to comtemplate this, aud all Acts on the 
subject passed subsequent to the signing 
of Magna Charta, ran in that direction, 
the sheriffs being directed to return all the 
writs before Parliament should meet.

Mr. DEACON asked if the hon. gentle
man had found that the writs in England 
were returnable at different dates ?

Mr. BETHUNE replied in the negative. 
The circumstances there were different to 
the circumstances here, but in Scotland 
such used to be the case.

Mr. DEACON said if Parliament could 
not be complete for seven months in the 
year, and not till Algoma was represented, 
it was a clear case of the tail wagging the 
head.

Mr. BETHUNE held that the House 
could not go on without Algoma 
being represented, unless an express 
Act of Parliament to the contrary 
was passed. Unless every constituency 
was represented there was’no Parliament, 
and it would be an absurdity to call to
gether a body which had no existence. 
He contended that the English precedents 
did not bear on the case under considera
tion, there being no written constitution in 
England, and there being written rules for 
governing such cases in Canada. If the 
House could proceed with one constituency 
unrepresented, it could proceed with 
twenty constituencies unrepresented. And 
if the Government could proceed with 
twenty constituencies unrepresented, it



could proceed with only twenty constitu
encies or only a quarter of the country, 
represented. He held that the Govern
ment were not at all straining the consti
tution, and he had no doubt that the du- 

_ ration of Parliament would not have ex- 
_ pired until some time in August.

Mr. MORRIS said after the exhaustive 
discussion which had taken place it was 
not his intention to occupy a very great 
deal of time in drawing the attention of 
the House to one aspect of the case, which 
had not yet been dwelt upon at any length. 
Before doing so ho could not help referring 
to the remarks with which the Attorney- 
General opened his speech. He intimated 
to the House that when he commenced 
the consideration of the question
of the duration of the Parlia
ment, he had no thought that
the result of the late Dominion elections 
would be what it was. He (Mr. Morris) j 
could well believe that the hon. gentleman, 
like many others of his party, was, pre
vious to September last, living in what 
turned out to be, a fool’s paradise. 
(Laughter and applause.) And while the 
hon. gentleman now endeavoured to lessen 
the doubt as to the date at which the Leg
islature should expire, it was evident that 
prior to that time his difficulties were not 
small or he would not have had to refer to 
an expert in order to determine as to what 
were his duties as Prime Minister, on the 
subject. Hon. gentlemen on the Minis
terial benches had taunted the Opposition 
with importing into the discussions of the 
House Dominion politics. After what took 
place yesterday, and after the references 
the Premier had himself made to Dominion 
matters, it was evident that he was not 
setting his opponents a very good example 
on that point. (Hear, hear.) The ques
tion of the duration of the House was, he 
pointed out one of great importance ; and, 
while the Opposition had striven to enforce 
upon the Government the letter of the law 
which proved that the duration of the 
House should be for four years, the effect 
of the argument of the hon. member for 
Stormont was that the Government could 
add six months to the life of the Parlia
ment.

Mr. MOW AT—We say that life does 
not commence until the return day of the 
last writ,

Mr. MORRIS—It is convenient for the 
hon. gentleman to assume that he was born 
six months later than he was. (Laughter.) 
It was plain that it was not the intention 
of the Legislature, by the Acts it passed 
for the convenience of a remote constitu
ency, to make the Parliament six months 
longer than was provided in the Imperial 
Act. (Hear, hear.) And it was quite 
clear that neither the Government of the 
late John Sandfield Macdonald nor the pre
sent Government had any idea that its 
legislation regarding Algoma would have 
the effect which it was now contended it 
bore. The proof of this was to be found in 
the proclamations issuedin connection with 
the writs calling the House, and in the 
writs themselves, which convened it, irre
spective of the non-issue of the writ 
for Algoma, for February 2, 1875.
These proclamations he was surpris
ed to hear the Premier characterizing as 
“ mere fictions.” They were not mere 
formalities, and the course of the Govern
ment in postponing the session of the House 
from time to time showed that it was re
cognized that the House must have met on 
February 2nd, unless ordered otherwise by 
proclamation. May said that when Par
liament had been dissolved and summoned 
for a certain day, it meets on that day for 
the dispatch of business, unless previously 
prorogued, without any proclamation for 
that purpose, the notice of such meeting 
being comprised in the proclamation of the 
dissolution, and the writs then issued.

Mr. FRASER—Would it have beeu com
petent to do business ?

Mr. MORRIS—Certainly it would.
Mr. FRASER—And would it have been 

competent for it to proceed to business 
without complete representation ?

Mr. MORRIS—said the Parliament 
having been summoned by the Lieutenant- 
Governor for a certain day it would cer
tainly have been competent for its mem
bers, who had been elected to meet and 
transact business. But if it would not be 
competent for them to do so why did the 
hon. gentleman advise his Honour to sum
mon the Legislature if it was not com- i 
plete ’ (Hear, hear.) Perhaps the hon. 
gentleman would say that that was another 
blunder. If so the Province had a Govern
ment, which according to its own showing 
was capable of falling into the gravest 
blunders, the gravest mistakes. (Applause.) 

The Premier had stated that it would be 
tyranny to exclude Algoma from represen
tation. But, as it had been pointed out, 
it would be a much greater tyranny to ex
clude the rest of the Province from repre
sentation and from power to act, if exigencies . 
arose, whereby a meeting of the Legislature - 
was necessary. The hon. member for Stor
mont had said that there was no way in 
which the legality of bills passed after 
February 2nd could come up. This, in his 
(Mr. Morris’) opinion, was a mistake, for 
the question could come up if a bill affect
ing private rights was passed and the 
parties affected appealed to the Governor- 
General to disallow it on the ground that 
the Legislature was not sitting legally when 
the bill was passed. The matter could also, 
in his opinion, be brought before the Courts 
of the Province if thought necessary. In 
his opinion the acts touching on elections 
in Algoma were most unsatisfactory, so far 
as the remainder of the Province was con
cerned, and it would be necessary for the 
Government to deal with them, and to 
take measures to avoid the doubts which 
had'arisen as to the legality of this Parlia
ment in consequence of their course. In this 
matter the Opposition had done its duty, 
and the responsibility for continuing the 
session after the date at which the Parlia
ment should terminate now rested with the 
Government. (Applause.)

This closed the discussion.
Mr. MOWAT moved the adjournment of 

the House.
The House adjourned at six o’clock.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
Mr. Currie—On. Tuesday—Resolution— 

That in the opinion of this House all 
moneys granted by the Legislature for 
High Schools should be apportioned be
tween counties and cities according to the 
ratio of population in each, as compared 
with the whole population of the Pro
vince ; also, bill respecting commissioners 
for taking affidavits and affirmations.

Mr. Parkhill—On Tuesday—Order of 
the House for a return showing the dum
ber of tavern and shop licences issued in 
each of the several municipalities of the 
County of Simcoe, including the Town
ships or Tecumseh, Adj ala, Mono, and 
Mulmur detached therefrom for electoral 
purposes ; also the amounts received by 
the several Boards of License Commission
ers of the Counties of Simcoe, Dufferin 
and Cardwell, and the amounts of money 
that have been paid over to the several 
municipalities in the said counties out of 
the license fund in each and every year 
since 1874.

Mr. Bell—Enquiry of Ministry—Whether 
it is the intention of the Government to 
introduce during the present session any 
measure having in view the erection of new 
Parliament Buildings for the use of this 
Province, and if so, whether any sum will 
be inserted in the estimates for the present 
year for that purpose.

Mr. Wood—On Monday—Bill to estab
lish an Industrial Refuge for Girls.

Mr. Wills—On Tuesday—Bill to amend 
the Assessment Act; also, bill to amend 
the Municipal Act.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE.

Friday, Jan. 31.
The Public Accounts Committee met 

again this morning. There were present 
—Mr. Clarke (Wellington) chairman ; Mr. 
Hardy, Mr. Meredith, Mr. Mills, Mr. 
Gibson, Mr. Harcourt, Mr. Striker, Mr. 
Williams, Mr. Ferris, Mr. Deacon and Mr. 
Ballantyne.

Papers relative to the payment of sums 
amounting to $747 in 1877 to W. Forsyth 
Grant as contingencies for Government 
House were produced.

Mr. Meredith pointed out that -the 
papers did not indicate the manner in 
which the money was spent, and asked if 
it had always been the practice to furnish 
money to the Lieut. -Governor’s secretary 
without receiving details ?

Mr. Harris said it had been the prac
tice for the last two years.

Mr. Meredith—What was the practice 
before that ?

Mr. Harris—We paid everything in de
tail for the Government House.

Mr. Wills said that iu 1874 the con
tingencies of Government House only 
amounted to §299.74 ; now they amounted 
to over $900.

Mr. Meredith thought details of the ex
penditure should be given. He also thought 
some reason should be given for the change 
in the system of paying the money.

Mr. Hardy said he understood there was 
some dissatisfaction at Government House 

with reference to the manner of paying ac
counts previously, and the Attorney-Gen
eral ordered that the amount voted should 
be handed over to the Governor’s office to 
be expended by that office as circumstances 
demanded.

Mr. Meredith said no communica
tion was made to the Legislature proposing 
the change, and it was to that he objected.

Mr. Hardy said it was a very small 
matter.

Mr. Ferris said he would like to know 
the details of the expenditure by Mr. 
Grant.

Mr. Hardy said no doubt the expendi
ture consisted of numerous small affairs, 
and really there was no necessity to enquire 
into it.

Mr. Wills said another point was that 
in 1874 one secretary was sufficient for the 
Lieutenant-Governor, while now he had 
two.

Mr. Deacon said that it would be well 
for Governors to have fixed salaries, out of 
which all contingencies should be paid.

Mr. Meredith remarked that the same 
might be said of the Attorney-General, 
but it would not be a good plan.

Mr. Hardy said there was this differ
ence between the two cases. The Attor
ney-General’s contingency expenditures 
were on business, while the Expenditures 
of Government House were very likely in 
connection with balls, entertainments, as 
well as on business.

Mr. Meredith said the question then 
arose why that expenditure should be borne 
by the Province 1

Mr. Wood said the position taken by 
the Government was that so far as the 
Lieutenant-Governor was concerned it 
would be as well to pay him the contin
gencies voted and let him spend it.

Mr. Meredith—But it was over-ex
pended.

Mr. Wood—Some accounts were paid 
before we were aware of it.

Mr. Meredith—And no indication was 
given to the House of the change of system. 
The House voted the money and then it 
was handed over to Mr. Grant without de
tails being provided for.

Mr. Wood said the Government did not 
think it was worth while to bring the mat
ter before the House.

Mr. Hardy said that so far as the two 
secretaries were concerned the Lieutenant- 
Governor had an enormous amount of work 
to perform and it was necessary for him to 
have his clerks and secretaries.

Mr. Meredith—What does he do ’
Mr. Hardy—Oh, he examines patents 

and hundreds of thousands of instruments.
Mr..Deacon, referring to the item §5,- 

499.99 as salary for the Attorney-General 
pointed out that Mr. Mowat had reduced 
his salary.

Mt.Mbredith—By one cent. (Laughter.) 
The Committee then adjourned.



ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

THIRD LEGISLATURE -FOURTH SESSION _
Monday, February 3.

The Speaker took the chair at three 
O’clock.

Prayers were said by Rev. Dr. Castle. 
ORANGE INCORPORATION.

Petitions in favour of the incorporation 
of the Orange Association were presented 
by Mr. Merrick.

RAILWAY AID.
Mr. WOOD moved that this House will, 

on Tuesday next, resolve itself into a com
mittee to consider a certain proposed re
solution respecting railway aid.

The motion carried.
GRANT FOR DRAINAGE PURPOSES.

Mr. WOOD, in moving the House into 
committee on his resolution respecting the 
Drainage Act. said that ih the year 1873 
an Act was passed authorizing the Govern
ment to set aside a sum of about §200,000, 
and to invest it in debentures issued by
townships for the purpose of drainage. 
Authority was further given to 
the effect that any moneys received 
on account of the principal in repayment 
of that investment might be again 
invested in similar debentures for similar 
purposes. During the past few years the 
principal had been invested and all the 
Government had been able to do in further 
assisting municipalities in draining the lands 
in the various townships had been the 
small amount received in the way of r< -pay
ment of principal. He had said before, 
and he might repeat that the number of 
miles drained under the Drainage Act had 
been some three hundred, and that the 
number of acres unwatered had reached 
240,000. Different municipalities through- 
out the western portion of the Province and 
some in the east had made applications for 
money under this act after having passed 
by-laws and some had made applications 
before having passed by-laws, but the Gov- 
ernment had not been in a position to com
ply with the applications.

Mr. SCOTT—To what extent have ap
plications been made ?

Mr. WOOD—They vary.
Mr. FRASER—Less than §50,000.
Mr. WOOD—I fancy that they come up 

to some 810,000 or §15,000. But the ap
plications did not represent the actual re
quirements for drainage purposes, as many 
other municipalities would pass by-laws if 
there was any chance of getting the money. 
The Government, therefore, now proposed 
to add to the sum already set apart for 
drainage purposes the sum of §50,000 dur
ing the next year or two, that it might be 
able to comply with the applications made.

The House then went into Committee on 
the following resolution : —

That it is expedient that, subject to the provis
ions of the Ontario Municipal Drainage A d Act, the 
Lieutenant-Cloveraor in Council be authorized to in
vest from time to time a further sum, not exceeding 
fifty thousand dollars, in the purchase of debentures 
issued by municipalities for drainage works, and 
■that section five of the said Act be amended by in
serting the words “ two hundred and fifty” in lieu 
of “two hundred,” in the fourth line of the Eaid sec
tion.

In Committee,
Mr. SCOTT asked what amounts had 

been received from the investments already 
made 1

Mr. WOOD said he was not in a posi
tion to give that information just now.

The motion carried.
THE POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF 

ONTARIO.
Mr. WOODS, in moving the House into 

Committee of the Whole, on a resolution 
to grant aid to the Poultry Association of 
Ontario, said that some two or three years 
ago the Government placed in the estimates 
a grant of §400 for the Poultry Associa
tion of Ontario, which if not then altogether 
Provincial, was supposed at that time to be 
Provincial in its character. There had 
been a Poultry Association in Toronto, but 
it did not hold exhibitions, and was prac
tically dead. Therefore, as the Poultry 
Association at Guelph was one which was 
very active in holding exhibitions and 
giving liberal prizes, and their exhibitions 
were largely attended, the Government 
thought it was deserving of a liberal grant, 
and placed in the estimates the sum of 
8400 for that purpose. About that time 
an association was formed at Brantford, 
and subsequently at Hamilton and London, 
and the grant was last year increased to 
§000. A difficulty, however, arose 

as to the division of the grant, 
as if it word to be distributed 
amoung four societies, the assistance to 
each would be very small, the prize lists 
would be meagre, and the societies would 
find themselves financially in a very de
pressed condition. In fact, this had proved 
to be the case where the prize lists had not 
been ample enough, and the societies at 
Brantford and Hamilton had combined, 
and the societies at Guelph and London ; 
but the result of their combination was 
not such as the country has a right to ex
pect when public money was granted. He 
intimated to them last session that unless 
they would make some arrangement by 
which they could hold one general ex
hibition, taking in the whole Province, he 
doubted very much whether the Govern
ment would put any item in the estimates 
for their assistance. He, moreover, called 
a meeting of the leading poultry breeders 
in the Province, and suggested that they 
should agree to hold a general exhibition 
this year, and to introduce a bill incor
porating a poultry association for the whole 
Province. Tins having been consented to, 
he begged to move the following resolu
tion for consideration in committee of the 
whole:—

That the Poultry Association of Ontario, so long 
as the number of its members is not less than fifty, 
and eo long as it complies with the provis onsof the 
Act of incorporation, and of the Agriculture and 
Arts Act, shall be entitled to receive from unappro
priated moneys in the hands of the Treasurer of the 
Province a sum not exceeding $600 in any one year; 
provided that the secretary i f tile Association shall, 
on or before the 1st day of September in each year, 
transmit to the Commissioner of Agriculture an af
fidavit, which may be sworn to before any justice of 
the peace, stating the number of members who 
have paid their subscriptions for the current year, 
and the total amount of such subslrip ions.

The House resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the resolution, Mr. Clarke 
(Wellington) in the chair.

In Committee,
Mr. LAUDER asked how the Govern

ment could aid these exhibitions apart from 
the Provincial Exhibition. He thought the 
proposed measure might injure some of the 
local societies.

Mr. WOODS said the local societies 
were consenting parties to the arrangement. 
As to the Provincial Exhibitions, they 
were held in September and October, and 
the 'only successful time for exhibiting 
poultry was in January, when the birds 
were in full plumage.

Mr. MERRICK was opposed to voting 
money in this manner. He thought any 
arrangement that was made should be. for 
the benefit of the whole country.

Mr. WOOD said the Association was 
not only general so far as the west was 
concerned, but was one that would supply 
the whole Province.

After some further discussion of a 
desultory nature, the motion passed through 
Committee, and w-as adopted.

THE ESTIMATES.
Mr. WOOD announced that the esti

mates would be brought down to-morrow, 
when he would be prepared to make the 
usual statement that accompanied them.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE.
Mr. MOWAT moved the adjournment of 

the House.
Mr. MEREDITH said he hoped that the 

Attorney-General before moving the ad
journment would have taken occasion to 
contradict a statement made in his leading 
organ this morning, to the effect that the 
delay in the business was the fault of the 
Opposition. In an early stage of the dis
cussion on the Address a member of the 
Government complained of the shortness of 
the speeches of hon. members of the Op
position side of the House. Now, the 
Government paper stated that the 
Opposition had delayed the session 
by buncombe speeches and bun
combe motions. The discussion lasted 
from the 22nd to the 31st January. On 
one occasion it was adjourned in con
sequence of the illness of the Commissioner 
of Public Works. Besides that the discus
sion was not limited to the subject of the 
motion of the hon. member for South 
Simcoe, it being the custom to allow con
siderable latitude in discussing the ad
dress, especially just before a general elec
tion. And so far as the length of time was 
concerned, it was a fact that hon. gentle
men on the Ministerial side had occupied 
more time than had been occupied by the 
Opposition. (Hear, hear.) Objection had 
been also taken to the introduction of the 
question as to the duration of the House 
by the hon. member for Peterboro’. The 
discussion on the address was closed on 
January 22ml. Since that the House had 
met on eight different days, and how 
long had its sessions been ? On 
the 22nd January it adjourned at

4.30; on the 23rd at 4.15; on the 
24th at 3.30, on the 27th at 3.35, on the 
28th at 3.40, on the 29th at 4.45, on the 
30th at 6. On the day appointed for the 
discussion of the duration of the session, 
the 31st, the House adjourned at 0 o’clock 
also, and if that matter had not been dis
cussed there would have been nothing else 
done, and the House would have adjourned 
earlier. (Hear, hear.) Hon. gentlemen 
had declared through their press that the 
present session was going to be a short one; 
but if they had declared that the delibera
tions of the House should close at an early 
day they might have brought down their 
estimates earlier, and have introduced the 
measures promised in his Honour’s speech. 
But up to the present moment the esti
mates had not come down, and there was 
not a single measure promised in the 
speech ready to be proceeded with. He, 
therefore, entirely repudiated the state
ment that the Opposition had delayed the 
business. (Applause.)

Mr. MOWAT said the hon. gentleman 
was rather too sensitive about newspaper 
paragraphs, and if the hon. gentleman ex
pected the Government to contradict para-

I graphs published in newspapers favouring i 
them, he should do the same with regard 

. to The Mail and other newspapers sup- 
porting his side of the House. He (Mr. ; 
Mowat) however, did not hope he would 
do so, as it would take up too much time.

. So far as the charge of making buncombe 
speeches and buncombe motions was con
cerned, it was quite correct, and if the 
speeches on the Ministerial side were 
longer than those of the Opposition, he 
had only to say that it was the duty of the 
Government to reply to charges made 
against it. The Government could not 
leave all the talking to hon. gentlemen op
posite, however much they might 
desire it. The debates on the Ad
dress and the duration of Parliament were 
much too long, and while they were going 
on the Government could not attend to 
other business or confer with their sup
porters on the measures they intended to 
introduce. No Government could intro
duce cut and dried measures at the begin
ning of the session. Its friends must be 
consulted, and while the debates were in 
progress that portion of their work could 
not be done. As the measures were now 
being brought down, it would remain with 
hon. gentlemen opposite to say whether 
the remainder of the session should be 
short or otherwise.

Messrs. WILLS and LAUDER here 
rose and complained that several returns 
that had been ordered by the House had 
not been brought down

Mr. MOWAT stated that those returns 
which had not been brought down, were 
being copied, and would be placed on the 
table in a few days.

Mr. DEACON said there was one state
ment which the Attorney-General should 
not have made, and that was that it rested 
with the Opposition to say whether the 
session should be long or short. It was an 
exceedingly unfair statement for the hon. 
gentleman to make after having admitted 
that the Government were not prepared 
with their measures at the beginning of tire 
session. The measures had to be consider
ed by the Opposition, and certainly if it 
took so long for the Government to confer 
with their friends on them, the Opposition 
should be allowed a short time in which to 
consider them. (Hear, hear.) The sus 
picions prevailed that it was the policy of 
the Government to keep their principal 
measures back until near the close 
of the session, when the Dominion 
Parliament would be in session, and 
the public would have lost sight of the pro
ceedings of the Legislature. It had been 
the course in other sessions to keep im
portant measures back until the closing 
days of the session, and it looked as if such 
were the policy now. The Estimates had 
been brought down at an early date in one 
previous session, and the fact that they 
were not down yet, together with the state
ments just made by the Attorney-General, 
showed that he and his colleagues were 
doing something during last session other 
than preparing for the session. (Hear, 
hear.)

Mr. MOWAT said Government measures ! 
were not and could not be prepared six 
months before the session. All the mea
sures, however, were substantially prepared 
before the House met, but some details had 
to be arranged which could not be arranged

’ before the Government had seen its friends, ~ 
With reference to the session of the Domin
ion Parliament, he had no idea of such a 
thing as that suggested by the hon. mem
ber who had last spoken.



Ml*. MORRIS said that by the Premier’s 
own showing he ought to be veiy much 
obliged to the Opposition for having afford
ed him the opportunity of gathering his 

_  faithful flock around him and conferring 
_ with them before he submitted his mea

sures to the House. It was quite evident 
that, unless the Opposition had seen it to 
be its duty to bring before the House mat
ters of great import to the country, and to 
have discussed these matters, the Premier 
would not have had the opportunity of 
conferring with his supporters. The Gov
ernment had introduced a measure affect
ing the poultry of the country. (Laugh
ter.) He congratulated the Government 
on dealing with that matter, and trusted 
that the measure affecting the introduction 
of the electric light would soon come 
down. These measures were of great im
portance, and as the Government had had 
the opportunity of maturing them, no 
doubt the length of the session of the 
House would be ma eriallv lessened.

Mr. WOOD said that as some allusion 
had been made to the time of bringing 
down the estimates this year, one might be 
led to infer that the practice of Mr. Sand
field Macdonald’s Government had been to 
bring them down earlier. lie would there
fore state, for the information of the House, 
that in 1867 the session opened in Decem
ber, and the estimates were brought down 
on the 13th of the following February ; in 
186'8 the session opened the 3rd November, 
and the estimates came down on the 11th 
December . in 1869, the House opened on 

I the 3rd November and the estimates came 
down on the 7th December. In 1870 the 
two dates were the 7th December and 27th 
January ; in 1871, the 7th December and 
the 7 th February. The Government, there
fore were as prompt in bringing down the 
estimates as the previous Administration.

Mr. MERRICK said that in the sessions 
mentioned by the hon. gentleman, the 
House lost time by adjourning for the 
Christmas holidays.

Mr. LAUDER said it had been shown 
that the House had adjourned before four 
o’clock for eight or nine days.

Mr. MOWAT asked why hon. gentlemen 
opposite did not go on with their motions, 

| of which there was a large number on the 
i notice paper.
I Mr. BELL remarked that a motion of 
i his in reference to Separate Schools had 

been postponed at the request of the At
torney-General himself.

Mr. MO WAT said that would cause no 
discussion, and could not then be taken up, 
as the Minister of Education was not in his 
place.

Mr. SCOTT pointed out that in the last 
session of the preceding Parliament, the 
estimates were brought down within a 
week from the opening of the session. He 
thought the Government could have done 
the same this session.

Mr. FRASER said the Opposition oc
cupied at present a curious position before 
the country. A few days ago they had 
argued that Parliament would cease to 
exist on the 2nd of February, and accord
ing to their own showing, they were simply 
private citizens and not legislators. He 
proceeded to complain that the Opposition 
had made a deliberate attempt to make the 
country believe that they were in no way 
responsible for any seeming delay which 
had occurred in the business of the House, 
but that the Government alone were re
sponsible.

Mr. MEREDITH—No such thing was 
said.

Mr. FRASER said it was at any rate in
sinuated. The hon. member for London 
asked the Premier to contradict a para
graph in a newspaper which threw the 
blame for the delay on the Opposition, 
and seemed extremely anxious to shift the 
responsibility on to the Government. The 
Opposition were evidently very sore about 
the position in which they had placed 
themselves on the constitutional question. 
They had taken care not to seek the opin
ion of the House on this subject by a reso
lution. If a newspaper had charged them 
with making buncombe speeches and 
motions, there was more than ordinary 
certainty that the newspapej was right. 
He considered it buncombe to move reso
lutions that they knew would never be 
carried. This session the debate on the 
address had been unusually long, and Gov
ernment business could not be taken up 
till the Address was passed. Business was 
not later this year, calculating from the 

• passage of the Address, than in former 
years.

Mr. BOULTER interjected a remark.
Mr. FRASER said the hon. member for 

North Hastings, notdoubt, knew all about it.

Mr. BOULTER said he knew about this, 
at all events. According to the thirtieth 
rule of the House no member should speak 
for more than ten minutes on a motion for 
adjournment; while the hou. gentleman 
had spoken for twelve minutes.

Mr. FRASER—In the first place, no 
member of this House can call time, and 
in the next place, the Clerk or the Speaker 
must note the time, if there is a rule.

Mr. BOULTER—There is a rule.
Mr. SPEAKER said the hon. member 

had spoken more than ten minutes ; the 
question wa3 should the House adjourn ?

Cries of “Carried.”
The House adjourned at 4.10.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
Mr. Wigle—On Wednesday—Order of 

the House for a return showing the names 
of all persons appointed as Magistrates in 
the South Riding of the County of E-sex 
since the year 1867 ; also the names of 
those who have qualified to act as magis
trates.

Mr. Harkin—On Wednesday—Order of 
the House for a return showing the amount 
of money received from every municipality 
in Ontario under the Liquor License Act; 
the amounts returned to each of those 
municipalities ; the amounts paid to the 
Inspectors and License Commissioners in 
every County or Riding ; the amounts paid 
to detectives or other persons connected 
with the administration of said License 
Act.

The Attorney-General—On Wednesday 
—Bill to authorize certain variations in 
deeds to Trustees of Religious Institutions.

_______ II _
ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

THIRD LEGISLATURE-FOURTH SESSION

Tuesday, February 4.
The Speaker took the chair at three 

o’clock.
Prayers were said by Rev. Dr. Castle. 

ESTATE BILLS.
Mr. SPEAKER presented the first re

port of the judges on the Estate bills pre
sented to the House.

PETITIONS.
Petitions were presented in favour of the 

incorporation of the Orange body ; also in 
opposition to the application to sell certain 
school lands in the city of Ottawa.

REPORTS.
Mr. FRASER presented the first report 

of the Standing Committee on Private 
Bills, which was carried.

GOVERNMENT BILLS.
The following bills were read a first 

time :—
To extend the right of taking security of 

guarantee companies.—Mr. Mowat.
Respecting the northerly and westerly ■ 

parts of Ontario, the object of which is 
the administration of justice in the county ! 
recently added to the Province.—Mr. i 
Mowat.

RAILWAY AID.
Mr. WOOD moved the House into com

mittee on his motion respecting railway 
aid. In doing so, he enumerated the 
various Acts under which aid was granted 
to railways by a direct money grant of so 
much per mile. It was, he said, the desire 
of the railways to take this grant by way 
of annual payments, and now the Govern
ment proposed to issue scrip to the extent 
of $17,304 per mile per annum for six 
years, equal to §2,000, so that the railroads 

’entitled to claim a direct money grant 
■could receive the scrip instead of the 
actual money advantage. This way of 
paying the grants would be an advantage to 
the railroads, which could sell the scrip at 
a premium, in consequence of the credit of 
the Province being so high. He moved that 
the House go into committee on the fol
lowing resolution :—

That it is expedient that upon the application of 
any railway Company heretofore entitled to receive 
aid out of the Consolidated Railway Fund, by way 
of a gross payment per mile, by virtue of the pro
visions of the Act found in the thirty-ninth year of 
her Majesty’s reign, entitled " an Act respecting aid 
to certain railways, and for other purposes.’” the 
Govemor-in-Couucil may,at his option, direct, in lieu 
of such gross payment, that payment shall be made 
semi-annually to the said company at the yearly 
rate of one hundred and seventy-three dollars and — 
four cents, for the full period of twenty years for 
every sum of one thousand dollars to which such 
company is entitled by virtue of the said Acts or 
any of them, and in like proportion for every pro
portional part of one thousand dollars.

In Committee.

Mi. SCOTT said it might be possible 
that some of the companies had made 
arrangements in the expectation of the 
gross premium per mile provided in the 
Act.

Mr. WOOD said so far as he knew the 
companies were desirous of having the - 
change effected.

Mr. SCOTT asked if it would not be 
better to leave the companies the option of 
taking advantage of this provision.

Mr. WOOD said of course the Govern
ment were the proper parties to exercise 
the power proposed.

Mr. MEREDITH said he supposed the 
power would not be exercised unless the 
companies made application.

lu reply to Mr. Miller,
Mr. WOOD said the calculation by which 

the annual payment of $173.04 was arrived 
at was on compound interest. It was sub
mitted to two first-class brokers in, the 
city, who would know what was the pre
sent value of $173.04 payable yearly for 
twenty years, and both made it $2,000. 
In former years the annual payment was 
$184.40, but this included an allowance for 
commission, which he had not now taken 
into account.

The motion passed.
NEW PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS.
Mr. BELL asked whether it was the in

tention of the Government to introduce, 
during the present session, any measure 
having in view the erection of new Parlia
ment Buildings for the use of this Pro
vince, and if so, whether any sum will be 
inserted in the estimates for the present 
year for that purpose ’

Mr. MOWAT replied in the negative to 
both questions.

SCHOOL LANDS.
Mr. LAUDER moved for an address to 

the Lieutenant-Governor praying that he 
will cause to be laid before the House a re
turn of all moneys collected by the Pro
vince of Ontario from sales of school 
lands since Confederation. He explained 
that the necessity for the motion was that 
the House might understand how Ontario 
stood to Quebec so far as the sales of school 
lands of the two Provinces were concerned ; 
and with a view to gaining the other in
formation asked for.

The motion carried.
TILE DRAINAGE.

Mr. GRAHAM moved for an Order of 
the House for a statement of the number of 
applications for Ioans which have been 
made under the Tile Drainage Act of 1878, 
the municipalities by which applications 
have been made, the sums actually paid 
out of said fund, the municipalities to 
which such payments have been made.

The motion was carried. 
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS.

Mr. RICHARDSON moved for an order 
of the House for a return of the expenses 
incurred by the severalmunicipalities of On
tario in holding the municipal elections for 
the year 1879. Also of the allowances 
paid during the year 1878 by each county 
and township Council in Ontario to the 
members of their Councils, He said the 
reason he made the motion was, because, 
that as economy was the order of the day, 
an effort should be made to re
duce the cost of municipal elec
tions. He also thought the County and 
Township Councillors were paid too high, 
and that a movement in the direction of 
economy could be made with reference to 
that matter.

The motion carried.
THE CLAIM OF WM. QUIGLEY.
Mr. BELL moved for an order of the 

House for copies of all papers and docu
ments of any kind whatsoever, relating to 
the claim of Wm. Quigley, of the Town
ship of Lutterworth, against the Crown 
Lands Department. He said the Govern
ment in 1873 promised Mr. Quigley certain 
timber limits if he built a mill. He built 
his mill, but did not get the timber limit, 
and the result had been almost his ruin. 
It had been said that Mr. Quigley had sold 
certain of his lumber in Toronto, but Mr. 
Quigley denied that such was the case. 
The motion was made in order that the 
House might see how Mr. Quigley had 
been dealt with by the Government.

Mr. PARDEE said he would bring down 
the papers which had not already been 
brought down and it would be found that 
Mr. Quigley had been fairly dealt with. 
Mr. Quigley had had four lots and he had 
cut the timber for the Toronto market and 
the Victoria railway, which was not con
templated when the lots were granted to 
him. He had broken faith with the Gov
ernment ; and hence the course of the 
Government.

The motion carried.



THE OPERATION OF THE LICENSE 
LAW.

Mr. MEREDITH moved for copies of all 
correspondence between any member of the 

------- Government and Mr. Gordon Cook, or any_ , 
------- other person, with reference to the pro— 

priety of Mr. Cook being nominated or 
elected Reeve of the Township of West 
Oxford while holding the office of License 
Inspector for the South Riding of the 
County of Oxford. He said that when the 
present Minister of Education brought 
down the liquor law and proposed to make 
a change in the licensing system, a great 
difference of opinion arose in the House as 
to the effect of the measure. The 
hon. gentleman took the ground 
that it was in the interest of the country 
that the licensing power should be taken 
away from municipal bodies as they were 
open to influences which prevented the 
proper execution of their duties in this 
direction. Upon the Opposition side of the 
House there were many members who were 
willing to take the word of the Govern
ment in regard to the object they sought 
to gain, while others said the measure had 
been designed for the purpose of giving the 
Government more patronage. He was 
afraid that the way in which the Govern
ment had carried out this law would lead 
the country to believe that the latter asser
tion was correct. Since the measure had 
become law the attention of the Govern
ment had been called to the way in which 
the appointment of license inspectors had 
been made, and the Premier had on more 
than one occasion acknowledged that it 
was neither proper nor politic that any 
person who occupied a municipal office, or 
was a candidate for the same, should be 
license inspector or commissioner. Now, the 
hon. gentleman’s practice had been at 
variance with his theory. He had occa
sion the other day to jnove a motion re
ferring to the appointment of license in
spector for the East Riding of Kent, and 
the Secretary stated on that occasion that 
the policy of the Government was not to 
appoint to the position of license inspectors 
any one having a position in municipal 
councils, and that such a course had not 
been pursued with the knowledge of the 
Department. Now he (Mr. Meredith) had 
made his motion that afternoon in conse
quence of information he had received 
stating that a member of the Government 
had acted in a manner inconsistent with 
the position taken by the Premier in re
gard to the licensing system. A gentle
man named Gordon Cook had occupied the 
position of license inspector for some years. 
At the last municipal election he was 
nominated for the position of Reeve of 
West Oxford. It was said that he com
municated with the present Minister of 
Education, stating be had a doubt whether

he could accept the nomination, and 
that the Minister replied that 
he could not see any impropriety 
in Mr. Cook being elected Reeve, advised 
him to accept the nomination, and conclud
ed his letter by wishing him success. This 
letter was read at the nomination by Mr. 
Cook, and was put forward as a reason 
why the eleotors should elect him as Reeve, 
notwithstanding he held the position of 
license inspector. It was a most extraor
dinary thing when the policy of the Gov
ernment was opposed to persons being in
spectors who were candidates for muni
cipal honours, that one of the members of 
the Government should actually induce a 
license inspector to become a candidate for 
a municipal position. He would ask the 
hon. gentleman to say if he wrote any 
such letter, because, if he did, he would 
find it difficult to reconcile with the posi
tion taken by his Government. But this 
case of violation of a pledge was not the 
only one. In Middlesex, east riding, a 
gentleman was twice appointed who was a 
candidate for the office of Reeve. In the 
City of London, for two or three years, 
they appointed two members of the Board 
of License Commissioners who were aider
men of the city, so that a ma
jority of the Board were composed 
of persons holding positions in the 
municipal council. In the Township of 
Raleigh, in Kent, the license inspector was 
a member of the township council. In 
Hastings, a relative of his hon. friend who 
represented that constituency, although 
reeve of a township, was also license in
spector. It must be apparent that the 

--------- Government either were not desirous of _ 
carrying out the policy they had announced, 
or were not doing their duty in taking care 
to ascertain that the persons appointed 
license inspectors were not occupying posi
tions inconsistent with that office. Or it

might be that their supporters in recom
mending these appointments had misled 
them. In any case the Government had 
not justified the position they had taken, 
and it seemed as if in making the change 
in the law, which had not been in the in- 
tercsts of the people and had largely in- — 
creased the expenditure in connection with 
the licensing system, had been merely de
sirous to increase their patronage and j 
strengthen their position. (Applause.)

Mr. HARDY said he might say in refer ’ 
ence to Mr. Cook, that he had not been 
re-appointed inspector this year. Mr. 
Cook held the office last year, but he was 
not in a position to say whether or not he 
was also reeve. The fact had never been 
brought to his attention. Mr. Cook would 
not be re-appointed so long as he remained 
reeve. With regard to the correspondence 
referred to, there was no official cor
respondence on the part of the Department, 
or of any member of the Government, with 
Mr. Cook, so far as he was aware. He was 
at a loss to know what authority his hon. 
friend had for quoting the letter. Was it 
private or official ?

Mr. MEREDITH said he had received a 
letter which stated that such a com
munication as he had referred to had been 
sent by the Minister of Education, and 
read at the nominations.

Mr. MOSTYN—The hon. Secretary says 
Mr. Cook has not been appointed this year. 
Have any appointments been made this 
year throughout the whole Province ’

Mr. HARDY—Some have been made, 
but not all of them.

Mr. LAUDER said he did not believe 
there was any law which had been put on 
the statute book in this Province which 
had excited so much opposition among the 
people, and had caused so much litigation, 
as this licence law. In every county it 1 
had caused innumerable difficulties. In 
the County of Peel it had caused quite a 
ferment, In Brampton a dispute arose 
between the Commissioners and the Town 
Council, who passed a resolution that a 
certain man ought to get a licence. Nearly 
every ratepayer in the town signed a peti
tion in favour of this man, but the Com
missioners refused to grant him a licence, 
although they granted licences to inferior 
houses. The papers were laid before the 
Government, who declined to interfere. 
The Commissioners had taken the ground 
that neither the Government, the 
Council, ner the people should coerce 
them, and it was a most unfortu
nate tiling that the Government had 
passed a law enabling three men 
in a municipality to assume such an arbi
trary power as that of making appoint
ments from which there was no appeal. 
With regard to the appointment of muni
cipal officers as license inspectors, the 
Government now said that none of them 
would be reappointed, and he hoped they 
would carry out their pledge. He thought 
that the Government must have some per
sonal knowledge of the violation of their 
expressed policy in. regard to these ap
pointments.

Mr. CROOKS said that a private letter 
had been written by him to Mr. Cook in 
connection with that gentleman’s coining 
forward as Reeve for the Township of Ox
ford. Mr. Cook’s letter to him had been 
private and personal, and his reply was of 
a similar character. The objection to 
municipal officers having anything to do 
with our license system was more or less 
an objection on principle, and occasional 
justifiable exceptions* might arise. Mr. 
Cooke had no desire but to discharge 
his duty faithfully, and was a man very I 
much respected by his friends in West Ox
ford, and had especial ability in dealing 
with local matters. With regard to the 
Act itself, it had been altered because it 
was found that the municipal Councils 
were entirely indifferent to the discharge 
of their important responsibilities in con
nection with the licences. The result of 
the change had been most beneficial to the 
country, and had been admitted to be so 
both by prohibitionists and licensed vic
tuallers. In the United States where both 
the Maine liquor law and a proper licen
sing system had been tested, the verdict 
was in favour of the latter, and particular
ly so in Michigan. He believed the On
tario law would be even more successful in 
its operation in the future than it had been 
in the past.

Mr. MERRICK pointed out that now 
the House had the admission of the Minis
ter of Education that he had written a let
ter to a license inspector, allowing him to 
become a candidate for a municipal office, 
and this notwithstanding that the Govern
ment had taken the position that inspec
tors should hold no municipal appointment.

It was, in his opinion, the duty of the 
Government to take the stand at once that 
inspectors and commissioners should hold 
no positions under the municipalities, 
which was the view the Government took 
of the matter when the Crooks Act was 
introduced. He would like to know when G 
the commissioners were appointed.

Mr. HARDY—After January.
Mr. MERRICK said that was just the 

kind of answer that might have been ex
pected from the Secretary. But there was 
this fact, that the time of the commission
ers and inspectors expired on the 31st De
cember, and the appointments in the 
place of those retiring should be made as 
soon as possible.

Mr. HARDY said a reasonable time had 
to elapse between 31st December and the 
making of appointments, in order that the 
Government might see who had been elect
ed to the municipal councils.

Mr. MO WAT said the Government had 
already announced its policy on the sub
ject ; and it was quite plain that out of the 
vast number of inspectors and commission
ers appointed there were few who were 
appointed who occupied positions as mu
nicipal councillors. The policy of the 
Government should be that no persons 
should hold the two offices ; but, if the 
people wanted one of themselves, who was 
a commissioner or an inspector, to hold a 
municipal office, and there was no objection 
to it, he did not see why the person should 
not take office. That was the view taken 
by the Minister of Education, and in the 
matter of Mr. Cook, that gcn leman was 
elected by acclamation. Considering that 
the Government had to appoint or re
appoint every year it was really wonderful 
that there had been so few mistakes as to 
the class of men appointed.

Mr. MORRIS said he had a great deal of I 
difficulty in. finding really what was the 
policy of the Government on the subject. 
The Provincial Secretary had drawn a dis
tinction between a commissioner and an 
inspector with regard to the advisability of 
such officers holding municipal offices. On 
the other hand, the Attorney-General 
thought no man should hold the two offices, 
while he, at the same time, supported the 

kposition of the Minister of Education, whose 
I opinion seemed to be that a man could hold 

the two offices. The Attorney-General, it 
appeared, was willing to sacrifice his 
principles to the opinion of people 
in any section of the country, 
which was a very different course 
to that taken by the late hon. member for 
South Bruce when he was in this House, 
and to that of the late Premier of the Domin
ion when he was in the House. The Gov
ernment evidently had no settled views on 
the subject. In fact the Government was 
a house divided against itself, and like a 
house divided against itself it must fall. 
(Applause.)

Mr. CALVIN pointed out that the law 
worked very unsatisfactorily and amend
ments were urgently needed. The Gov
ernment called itself liberal ; but was 
their policy liberal 1 Was it liberal to take 
the power of issuing licences from the 
mupicipalities who knew what was want
ed and to place it in the hands of people 
who did not know what the people wanted ’ 
The policy of the Government had been to 
remove the powers respecting the granting 
of licences as far from the people as 
possible ; while it should have been the 
policy of a liberal Government to throw all 
the power possible into the hands of the 
people. (Hear, hear.)

The debate was continued by Messrs. 
Williams, Robinson, Currie and Chisholm.

Mr. CLARKE (Norfolk) expressed his , 
disapproval of a proposition which had been 
made to wipe out the Saturday night clause ' 
of the liquor act.

Mr. MEREDITH said he would with
draw his motion as there was no correspond
ence, but he would give notice that he 
would at a future time ask the assent of 

the House to a bill disqualifying license 
commissioners and inspectors from being 
municipal officers.

Mr. PARKHILL moved for an order of 
the House for a return showing the num
ber of tavern and shop licenses issued in 
each of the several Municipalities of the 
County of Simcoe, including the Townships 
of Tecumseh, Adjala, Mono and Mulmur, 
detached therefrom for electoral purposes. 
Also, the amounts received by the several 
Boards of License Commissioners of the 

_ Counties of Simcoe, Dufferin and Cardwell, . 
and the amounts of money that have been 
paid over to the several Municipalities in 
the said Counties out of the License Fund 
in each and every year since 1874.

The motion carried.



THE ESTIMATES.
Mr. MOWAT presented a message from 

his Honour the Lieutenant-Governor tor- 
warding the estimates for the year 1879.

Mr. MEREDITH said it would be as 
well for an abstract of the receipts and ex
penditures for 1878 to be brought down 
before the financial statement was made.

Mr. WOOD - Such was not the practice.
Mr. CURRIE also thought the public 

accounts for the year just closed should bo 
brought down before the House was asked 
to vote further money.

The House adjourned at six o'clock.

NOTICES OF MOTION.

Mr. Lauder—On Thursday next —That 
inasmuch as a large portion of the public 
lands of this Province were set apart for 
the endowment of a Provincial University 
and College, and as a large fund has ac
cumulated from the sale of such lands, it 
is necessary, in order that the benefits to 
be derived from said fund should be within 
the reach of the largest possible number of 
the youth of the Province, that in no way 
should the liberal and broad bases laid 
down for the management and administra
tion of said fund, and the institutions aided 
by it, be departed from ; and it is the 
opinion of this House. 1. That the Uni
versity of Toronto should not only be en
couraged, but by statutory enactment com
pelled, to grant affiliation to the several 
Colleges throughout Ontario which may 
apply for the same. 2. That such 
affiliated institutions should have secured 
to them equal and fair representation 
upon the Senate of the University of 
Toronto, and that such measures should be 
enacted by the Legislature as would secure 
to the government and administration of 
the University a thoroughly Provincial 

| character. 3. That in the government and 
administration of the University and en
dowment fund above mentioned, the Senate 
of Toronto University should be prevented 
by statutory enactment from placing any 
restrictions whatever upon the free and 
open competition for degrees, medals, 
scholarships, and bursaries ; and it is the 
opinion of this Legislature that as these 
honours, distinctions, and emoluments are 
regulated and pro rided by and with the 
public fnndB of this Province, no irrespon
sible body whatever should have power to 
decree that any class of the citizens of 
Ontario should be excluded from competing 
for the same so long as a high curriculum 
is maintained, and high attainments are 
demanded from all competitors.

Mr. Meredith—On Thursday next—Bill 
to amend the Municipal Act, R S.O., chap. 
174. Also on Thursday next—Bill respect
ing Investments by Executors and Trustees.

Mr. Coutts—On Thursday next—Return 
of all correspondence between any Depart
ment of the Public Service and the muni
cipalities of Raleigh and Tilbury East, or 
either of them, with reference to the costs 
of the licensing system in the West Riding 
of Kent.

The Attorney-General—Bill to empower 
Mechanics’ Institutes and Library Associa
tions to deal with real estate.

Mr. Bell—On Friday next—Order of the 
House for a return showing :—1st. The 
first date of the admission of a prisoner 
named Collingwood to the Central Prison, 
the date of his first discharge therefrom, 
and the length of time employed at Cen
tral Prison after first incarceration, stating 
emolument received therefor, and what 
money received from Government after said 
first incarceration, and why he received it. 
2nd. The date of admission to Provincial 
Penitentiary, and what was the nature of 
the crime for which he was sent there. 
3rd. The date of Collingwood’s incarcera
tion in tho Central Prison for a second term, 
and upon what charge ; the length of time 
served, and when said term expired ; how 
long he was employed after the said ex
piration by the Government, and what he. 
was employed at ; what remuneration he 
received; the cost of any railway pass te 
Hamilton which he received ; the expense 
of his board, charged to the Government 
during time he was working at Central 
Prison after his discharge.

Also the date when a prisoner named John 
James Morris was incarcerated in the 
Central Prison ; upon what charge ; for 
what time ; when his term of imprison
ment expired ; how long he was afterwards 
employed by the Government ; what was I 
the nature of such employment and 
when discharged from employment ; what 
emolument he received, and for what time 
he had free access to the Central Prison 
premises during his employment.

Also the date when a prisoner named 
Robert Parkinson or Parkson wa3 incarce
rated in the Central Prison, upon what 
charge he was imprisoned, when discharged 
therefrom, and how long after his release 
he was engaged in connection with the 
Central Prison as Clerk, or in any other 
capacity ; what emoluments he received, 
and for what reason discharged.

Also the date a person named William 
Welsh was imprisoned in the Central 
Prison ; stating upon what charge, when 
discharged, how long he was after his time 
expired employed by the authorities of the 
prison, stating in what capacity, and when 
he was discharged from said employ. Also 
the names of any other ex-prisoners em
ployed in connection with the Central 
Prison, how long, and in what capacity, 
and the emolument received.

Mr. Merrick—On Thursday next—Order 
of the House for a return showing the gross 
sum received from the municipalities on 
account of tavern and shop licenses ; also 
showing the amount paid on account of ex
penses of Commissioners and salaries of 
License Inspectors for the year 1878.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE.
Tuesday, Feb. 1.

The Public Accounts Committee met 
yesterday morning, Mr. Clarke (Welling
ton) in the chair. There were also present 
Messrs. Lauder, Deacon, Wood, Gibson, 
Morris, Harcourt, Striker, Ross, Wills, 
Merrick, Hardy, and Ferris.

Mr. John Smith, the immigration agent 
at Hamilton, was called, sworn and ex
amined by Mr. Lauder in reference to the 
account of 1877. He stated that he was 
both Dominion and local agent, and it was 
his duty to receive immigrants on arrival, 
conduct correspondence in reference to 
them, and obtain situations for them. He 
received no notification of the arrival of 
these immigrants, who generally enquired 
for the immigration agent themselves on 
disembarking from the trains. In June, 
1877, he received 1,132 immigrants via the 
Suspension Bridge, and 53 by the St. Law
rence. Five hundred and seventy-four re
mained in Canada. Out of 1,153 ar
rivals in July, 770 remained in 
Canada. During 1878 he had lo
cated between two and three thousand 
immigrants. No money was placed at his 
disposal for assisting immigrants. He had 
power to give orders for meals to needy 
immigrants. He had to use his own judg
ment in deciding whether they were bond 
fide immigrants. In special cases where 
immigrants wished to go to places in the 
border, he required some written evidence. 
He could not mistake an immigrant, as one 
could tell by the smell of the salt water, 
and by the nails in his boots. (Laughter.) 
The accounts for assistance were sent to 
the Department. He had arranged with 
Mrs. Henderson, at Hamilton, to supply 
meals to immigrants at contract prices. 
He also supplied the necessary passes to 
the localities in which the immigrants were 
promised employment. He had sent many 
persons to Clifton, but he had no record 
whether they got employment there. The 
number assisted bore a very small propor
tion to the number received. Immigrants 
weic carried by the Great West
ern railway for a cent a mile. 
Mrs. Henderson got paid §530 in 1877 for 
meals supplied. The contract price was 
20 cents a head. Witness succeeded Mr. 
Ray as immigration agent in 1874. At 
that time one Burke used to supply the 
meals, but, as he was an Orangeman and 
treated Catholic immigrants badly, witness 
gave the contract to Mrs. Henderson.

By Mr. Deacon—She had no authority to 
give meals to any one except by direct 
order from himself or his assistant. Mrs. 
Henderson received a coupon for every 
meal supplied, and her coupons had to 
agree with the account. Neither his or 
Mrs. Henderson’s accounts were certifi d 
to by affidavit. The accounts were, how
ever, strictly correct.

To Mr. Lauder—A Mr. Young gave me 
some assistance in March, 1878 ; he made 
out Mrs. Henderson’s account on one occa
sion, and he (witness) certified it. One 
of the reasons for discharging Burke was 
that he gave whiskey for the meal tickets, 
and witness after that time ceased giving 
the immigrants tickets for meals, 
but took them to Mrs. Henderson himself. 
In 1877, the average amount of assistance 
to the assisted immigrants was seven and a 
third meals and lodging per head.

Mr. Deacon said that it appeared that 
the public accounts showed nothing. For 
instance, J. Smith was down for 803 meals 
supplied to immigrants, and Mr. Hardy 
suggested that it might be the agent for 
London. It now turned out that this Mr? 
Smith was the witness, and the account 
was for Mrs. Henderson. He thought the 
accounts should not be muddled up in this 
way.

Witness to Mr. Hardy—None of the 
money for accounts is handled by me.

The Committee adjourned,

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.
THIRD LEIilSLATURE-FDCRTB SESSION

Wednesday, February 5,
The Speaker took the chair at three 

o’clock.
Prayers were said by Rev. J. M. King. 

ORANGE INCORPORATION.
Numerous petitions were presented in 

favour of the incorporation of the Orange 
body.

REPORTS.
Mr. FRASER presented the fifth report 

of the Committee on Private Bills ; also 
the first report ot the Committee on Rail
ways.

The reports were adopted. 
BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following bills were introduced and 
read a first time :—

Respecting the taking of affidavits.— 
Mr. Currie.

To amend the Municipal Act.—Mr. 
Robinson.

COLLECTORS’ ROLLS.
Mr. McLAWS moved for an order of 

the House for a return from each city, 
town, incorporated village and township, 
showing the amount placed on the collec
tors’ rolls for collection for the years 1871 
and 1878.

The motion carried.
THE CARDWELL LICENSE IN

SPECTOR.
Mr. FLESHER moved for an order of 

the House for copies of all correspondence 
and papers respecting the appointment or 
re-appointment of William Hughes as In
spector of Licenses for the Electoral Dis
trict of Cardwell.

The motion carried.
THE MINISTRY.

Mr. LAUDER moved that an address be 
presented to his Honour the Lieut. -Gov
ernor praying that he would cause to be 
laid before the House copies of all minutes 
of all meetings of the Senate of the Uni
versity of Toronto for 1878.

The motion carried.
THE BUDGET.

Mr. WOOD then proceeded to submit 
the annual statement of the financial posi
tion of the Province. The total receipts 
for 1878, he said, amounted to §2,254,421, 
composed of the following items :—Sub
sidy, specific grant and interest on special 
funds received from Dominion, §1,333,569 ; 
territorial revenue, §445,191 ; public in
stitutions’ revenue, §67,999 ; interest 
on investments, §156,251 ; education, 
§51,880 ; licences, 875,529; law stamps, 
§66,291 ; casual revenue, §20,292 ; 
Algoma taxes, §581 ; Agricultural Farm, 
85.138 ; re-payment under settlers’ 
homestead fund, §521 ; drainage as
sessment, §11,883; municipal loan fund, 
§10,288 ; insurance on Central Prison 
buildings destroyed by fire, §9,000; 
advance on 5 per cent, bonds, 823,724. 
The estimated receipts for last year were 
§2,450,000, and the falling off had occurred 
principally under two heads—that of terri
torial revenue owing to the depressed state 
ot the lumber market and the inability on 
the pait of some locatees to make the 
payments due upon lands, and that of 
public institutions revenue, because on ac
count of the fire at the Central Prison the 
receipts from that institution had not been 
so large as were expected. The expendi- 

— ture for 1878 included the following :— 
Civil government, §158,721 ; legislation, 
§126,463; administration of justice, §295,- 
369 ; education, §556,056; public institu
tions, $482,466; immigration, 831,975; 
agriculture, arte, literary and scientific in-



etitutions, $97,928; hospital and chanties, 
$70,673; miscellaneous, $78,901 ; public 
buildings, $272,294 ; public works, $26,313; 
colonization roads, $85,612; charges on 
Crown lands, 870,509; refunds, $56,148. 
The total expenditure under the Supply 
Bill was $2,408,534, showing a deficit of 
$130,388. He combatted the opinion which 
he said had been expressed in some quarters 
that there could not be a capital account 
unless money had been borrowed. He had 
no hesitation in characterising such a state
ment as ridiculous and absurd. It became 
necessary in the adjustment of the munici
pal loan fund indebtedness to distribute 
three millions of the surplus money, and 
from the time of the passing of the Act 
every successive Treasurer had treated that 
as a liability of the Province not chargeable 
to the current expenditure of the year, but 
chargeable as against the surplus of the 
Province.^ One could hardly undeistand 
how anybody claiming te be an accountant 
could take the ground that the distribution 
of the three millions of our surplus money 
could be charged against the ordinary ex
penditure of the year with the view of 
showing a deficit. He would refer to 
another matter, namely, the railway funds. 
On turning to the Statutes, 1870-1, page 
12, cap. 2, sec. 1., they would find it stated 
as follows :—“ For the purpose aforesaid, 
one million five hundred thousand 
dollars shall be set apart from and 
out of the consolidated revenue fund 
of this Province, and form a fund, to be 
designated and known as the “Railway 
Fund.” The Statute, 1871-2, page 46, cap. 
24, sec. 1, provided that the sum of four 
hundred thousand dollars shall be Bet 
apart from and out of the Consolidated 
Revenue fund and shall be added to and 
form part of the fund designated and known 
as the “ Railway Fund, established under 
the Aet iu aid of Railways.” Here were 
two acts which set apart two sums of 
money out of the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund, to be known as the Railway Fund, 
and yet there were those who claimed that 
the payment of these railway funds should 
be charged to the ordinary revenue with 
the view of showing a deficit. The unten
ableness of such a proposition needed no 
comment, and only required to be stated to 
show its absurdity. With reference to the 
assets and liabilities he had hoped to haye 
been enabled to lay before the House, 
the final adjustment of the aceount be
tween the Province of Ontario and the 
Dominion, and the Province of Ontario 
and the Province of Quebec, and with that 
object in view he had made several ap
plications to the late Dominion Govern
ment, and it was at last decided that after 
the general elections this matter would be 
gone into ; but the defeat of the Mackenzie 
.Administration, and the accession to office 
of the present Government, had prevented 
this being accomplished, as it was found 
impossible for the present Finance Minister 
to attend to this subject until after the 
next session of Parliament. There were 
several unsettled accounts between Ontario 
and the Dominion, and among them was 
the interest on the U. C. boundary fund. 
He claimed that a certain portion of this 
fund, some $600,000, should have for a 
number of years past borne in
terest at six per cent., while they 
only allowed five per cent. There 
were also the Land Improvement 
Fund, the Crown Lands Suspense Account, 
the Crown Lands Department account, the 
Quebec Turnpike Trust,the claim for main
tenance of lunatics at Pvockwood, the claim 
for timber dues collected in the dis
trict formerly known as Keewatin. It was 
reasonable to suppose that as that section 
of country had been decided to belong to 
the Province, any dues derived must belong 
to us. The settlemeat of these accounts 
would not, however, materially affect the 
financial position of the Province. It was 
impossible to say whether the settlement 
wonld leave the Dominion a creditor to a 
small amount to the Province, or a debtor. 
He th refore proposed to give a full state
ment of the Province’s liabilities, and such 
assets as were not disputed, and such as 
had been determined by the arbitra
tors. He might state that they had sold 
£145,900 of what were known as five per 
cent bonds at 105 and 105i, but 
they did not appear in the statement he 
was about to give. The investments were, 
Dominion 6 per cents, in stock and bond, 
@850,000 ; Dominion 5 per cents, £250,000, 
or at par value, $1,217,153; market value 
«ver par value, $111,857, making a total of 
investments of $2,179,010. There were 
then the drainage—5 per cent, debentures 
-—invested 3 lst~December, 1878, $195,503; 
drainage—municipal rent charges for works 
completed and under construction, $346,- 

315 ; over due interest on aceount of same, 
§11,022; drainage—5 per cent, tile drain
age debentures, invested 31st December, 
1878, §700, making a total, on drainage ac
count, of $553,540, or a grand total of in
vestments of $2,732,551. He now came to 
the trust fund with the Dominion. It in
cluded the Upper Canada Grammar School 
fund, with 250,000 acres allotted to it, 
§312,769 ; the Upper Canada Build
ing fund, $1,472,391 ; the Land Im
provement Fund, being one-fourth of the 
collections on account of Common School 
lands sold between the 14th March, 1853, 
and the 6th June, 1861, $124,685. Also, 
the proceeds of the Common School Fund 
to 1st July, 1867, after deducting the Land 
Improvement Fund, amounted to $1,520,- 
.959 ; and the portion belonging to Ontario, 
as per population of 1871, was $876,573. 
He might explain in connection with this 
fund, that it was formerly divided as fol
lows :—Four-ninths to Quebec, and five- 
ninths to Ontario; but the award says 
that the division should be made in accord
ance with the last census, so that it might 
follow, as we increased in population, our 
share of the fund would be larger.

Mr. MERRICK—Our proportion was 
$914,000 last year.

Mr. WOOD—Yes. The Dominion Gov
ernment, the Quebec Government, and the 
Ontario Government all treated the fund in 
the same way, dividing it as follows :— 
Four-ninths to Quebec, and five-ninths to 
Ontario. Last year the statement was 
placed in this way. The Common School 
Fund was $1,645,644, five-ninths of which 
coming to Ontario, made $914,000. But 
the award determined that out of the 
$1,645,644 there should first come the 
sum of $124,685, and that the interest on 
the balance should be paid in proportion to 
the population according to the last pensps.

Mr. LAUDER—Why did you no,t deduct 
it last year ?

Mr. WOOD—Because the award bad not 
been confirmed and the Government had 
estimated year after year its proportion of 
five-ninths as before. It would be seen 
that by taking the course it was now tak
ing, the Government was not seeking to ad
vantage its financial position, for it would 
have been better for the Government, and 
a larger surplus would be shown if the 
same division as that adopted last year was 
taken this year. Another thing to be 
taken into consideration was that the 
moment the Land Improvement Fund came 
into the hands of the Government it must 
be handed over to the municipalities en
titled to it which fact had led him to place 
it down as a liability. This made the 
total of Special trust funds of the Dominion 
of Canada $2,786,418. Then there was the 
value of the part of the library as
signed to Ontario as per award 
$105,541 ; the balance of Municipal 
Loan Fund due, $144,135 ; balance 
due from mechanics’ institutes, $6,605; 
due from the Credit Valley Railway Com
pany for land sold for railway purposes, as 
per award of the arbitrators, $9,012 ; and 
the cash balance in banks, $39,784, all of 
which made a total of $5,842,748. The 
liabilities were as follows :—Railway aid 
fund, amount of grant, $1,900,000, less 
amount paid to 31st December, 1878, $1,- 
499,8.37, leaving still due on account of 
that fund $400,162 ; railway subsidy fund, 
the amount of annual appropriations for 
seven years to 31st December, 1878, $200,- 
000, less amonnt paid 31st December, 1878, 
$565,772, leaving the liabilities on account 
of that fund, $134,227 ; railway grants un
der 39 Viet., cap. 22, $293,548 ; and sur
plus distribution to municipalities, the 
amount of which is $3,115^736, less amount 
paid on account of principal, $2,964,622, 
leaving a balance of $151,110. Then 
there was due to Quebec on account 
of the common school fund, the 
following :—Collections on account of lands 
sold between the 14th June, 1853, and 6th 
March, 1861, $673,834. He might ex
plain that according to the award the Gov
ernment was entitled to deduct twenty-five 
per cent, from the collections for the Land 
Improvement Fund on account of sales that 
were made between June 14th, 1853, and 
March 6th, 1861, and that for the collec
tions made on account of sales since 6th 
March, 1861, Ontario was entitled to de
duct six per cent, for the cost of manage
ment ; so that in arriving at what the lia
bilities of this Province, as to Quebec, 
were, it became necessary in the first place 
to ascertain what the collection had been 
on account of lands sold between 14th 
June, 1853, and March 6th, 1861, and 
what collection had been since that date ; 
because different rules applied to the 
different collections.

Mr. MEREDITH—Are they both settled 
by the award 1

Mr. WOOD-Yes, and under it six per 
cent, was to be deducted for cost of man
agement, and one-quarter for Land Im
provement Fund. The collections he had 
mentioned before on account of lands sold 
between June 14, 1853, and March 6, 1861, 
amounted to $673,834 ; less six per cent, 
cost of management, $40,430; and leas one- 
quarter, or twenty-five per cent, for Land 
Improvement Fund, $165,958.

Mr. SCOTT—Does the twenty-five per
cent. come off the $673,834 on the balance 
after deducting the six per cent. ’

Mr. WOOD said that was a moot point. 
There was to be six per cent, for the cost of 
management and one-quarter for Land Im
provement Fuad, and though the settlers 
could say that they ought to have nothing 
to do with the cost of management, the 
other party might say Ontario was 
only entitled to one-quarter when the six 
per cent had been taken off. However, 
dealt with as he had dealt with it $206,388 
had to be taken off the total collections 
between June, 1853, and March,1861, which 
would leave the sum of $467,445 due 
Quebec on account of Common School 
Funds. Deducting $206,388 for cost of 
management and land improvement fund 
there remained $467,445. The collections 
on account of land sold since March 6th, 
1S61, less cost of management, realized 
$246,915, making a total of $714,361 to be 
divided between Ontario and Quebec. Of 
this, Quebec’s proportion would be $302,- 
653. Then there was the land improve
ment fund, and there was due municipali
ties for collections on lands sold between 
June, 1853, and March, 1861, $124,685. 
In all a gross total of liabilities of $1,311,- 
386, and leaving a surplus of $4,531,362. 
The Government did not estimate the re
ceipts for 1879 at so high a figure as for 
1878, but placed the amounts as follows 
From Dominion, $1,033,569 ; Crown lands 
revenue, $518,000; public institutions, 
$82,000 ; education revenue, $55,000; inter
est on in vestments, $150,000; casual revenue, 
$20,000; license fund, $75,000 ; Algoma 
taxes, $2,500; law stamps, $66,000 ; 
drainage assessments fund, $25,000; agricul
tural farm, $1,500 ; sale of revised statutes, 
$1,000 ; municipal loan fund, $40,000 ; 
Mechanics’ Institute, Toronto, $19,000, 
making a total of $2,388,569. With re
spect to the estimates, hon. members 
would observe nothing new or striking in 
them. (Laughter.) There were, however, 
two decreases in the estimates for this year 
as compared with last, revenue would be 
found in civil government $3,500, in 
legislation $29,100—(Opposition cheers)— 
principally on sessional allowances. (Re
newed cheers.) As the Government, in 
increasing the indemnity from $600 to $800, 
had received the co-operation of hon. 
gentlemen opposite, so, in making the pro
posed reduction, they hoped to again ob
tain that cooperation. (Laughter.) There 
was a decrease of $27,880 under the head of 
education. Under the head of immigration 
there was a decrease of $10,500. (Op
position cheers.) And on public buildings, 
on account of the asylums being almost 
completed, there was a reduction of $209,- 
526. There was an increase of $9,000 on 
public institution maintenance, arising not 
from increased cost per head, but on ac
count of enlarged number of inmates.

Mr. MEREDITH asked for an expla
nation of the large reduction for coal— 
$7,000.

Mr. WOOD said that last winter proved 
a very mild season, there were stocks on 
hand and the present price was very low. 
The item for agriculture and arts had in
creased by $3,400, but this was princi
pally owing to the increased number of 
mechanics’ institutes. He did not know 
whether it was necessary to go over all 
the items, but he proposed with the per
mission of the House to discuss at some 
length the increases which had taken 
place in connection with the affairs of this 
Province during the last seven years. He 
thought this a very proper subject for 
discussion under present circumstances, 
and considering this was the last session 
of the present Government. (Loud cheers 
from the Opposition ) He was glad that 
this slip of the tongue had created a laugh 
from gentlemen opposite, for he had seen 
nothing but long faces over there, and 
was happy to give them a little pleasure. 
What he intended to say was that this 
being the laBt session of this Parliament 
it would be a proper thing to discuss what 
tho increases had been, and whether they 
had been in the right direction and in the 
interests of the country, and in order to do 
this it would be necessary to select years



as the expenditure

since he

in which a comparison could fairly be made, 
and he thought hon. gentlemen opposite 
would admit that if he took 1871 and com
pared it with 1878 they would have no 
cause to complain that an unfortunate year 
for them had been selected, or a fortunate 
j ear for the Opposition. It would be pro
per to commence at this Chamber, because 
its expenses and the expenses of legislation 
in connection with this House were per
haps more directly under joint control than 
those of any other Department. The 
Speaker and all the officers of the House 
and everything surrounding them were 
supposed to be under the joint control of 
the House, and so far 
was concerned they had been brought 
directly under this control 
had occupied his seat. In 1871, the cost 
of legislation was $94,177, and in 1878, 
$126,463. The increase had been for sal
aries $82,575, part of which might be ac
counted for by the fact that the Speaker’s 
salary in 187 ' did not appear in the Public 
Accounts as chargeable to salaries. The 
item for sessional writers, messengers, 
pages, &c., had increased by $3,831, but 
the pay of messengers and pages were in
creased by unanimous consent of the House. 
The increase on stationery, printing, &c., 
was $7,316, accounted for by the fact that 
more returns had been brought down and 
printed, and that the reports were more 
voluminous, and that two volumes of ses
sional papers were printed in 1871 and four 
in 1878. The increase on the library had 
been $1,898, more books having been 
purchased. Tiie great increase in
connection with legislation was that
on the indemnity to members, which 
amounted to $33,361. For this
increase, he contended, both sides of the
House were jointly responsible. Whether 
it was right or wrong, he was not prepared 
to discuss, although, in his own opinion, 
the sessional allowance was not too much. 
They could not afford, however, to have 
the people say that they were overpaid by 
an amount which they had voted them
selves. Both Reformers and Conservatives 
were responsible for the increase. Of the 
whole increase which he had shown was 
principally in connection with the sessional 
allowances, the only item objected to had 
been $500 paid to his predecessor. If, 
therefore, the increase was not justifiable 
or not in the interest of the country, both

I parties were responsible, so far as legisla- 
| tion was concerned. (Cries of no, no.)

He had given those items which were 
increases, and these accounted for the 
difference between 1871 and 1878, but there 
was a considerable amount in 1871 for elec
tion expenses and contested elections, but 
none in 1878. The next item he would 
refer to was the Administration of Justice. 
In 1871 the expenditure under that head 
was $182,621 ; in 1878, $295,370. The 
principal item of the increase was the 
amount paid on account of criminal justice 
in the counties, being in 1871, $104,049, 
in 1878, $164,968. Over this expenditure 
the Government had little control, as the 
peoplp in the counties appointed their own 

gaolers, turnkeys constables. &c., and pur
chased their own supplies to the gaols. 
In the aggregate there was a sum of about 
860,000 more paid for criminal justice in the 
counties in 1878 than in 1871, and over 
that expenditure the Government had no 
control. And, owing to the increased work 
in the different courts, four additional 
judges had to be appointed, the payment 
to whom by the Province was $1,000 each.

Mr. MERRICK—They were appointed 
by hon. gentlemen, in opposition to the 
policy enunciated by hon. gentlemen.

Mr. WOOD said that then since 1871 the 
Government had had to provide for a 
stipendiary magistrate at Haliburton at a 
cost of $1,376 ; to establish a police force 
at Clifton, causing an outlay of $4,571 and 
to appoint reporters in the Courts of law 
the expense of which appointments was 
$6,300. He must now refer to Education. 
In 1871 the expenditure under that 
head was $351,366, ill 1878 it was 
$556,056 or an increase of $204,750. The 
causes of this increase were an increase of 
866,300 in the grants to Public and Separ
ate Schools, an increase of $6,003 in the 
grants to poor schools and the increase in 
the amounts paid through the superannua
tion fund to superannuated teachers. In 
1871 the sums paid in superannuation 
amounted to $6,143 while in 1871 they 
came up to $41,300.

Mr. MERRICK—What were the re

I

' fcr. VOOD—We are dealing with the I 
expenditure now ; the receipts, however, 
he said amounted, he thought to $14,000. 
But the increase from 1871 to 1878 had

. been $35,176.
Mr. idE RRICK—What were the receipts 

in 1871?
Mr. WOOD—Very small, and the in

crease in payments was very much larger 
than the increase in receipts. He did not 
find fault with that, however. He thought 
the superannuation was wise, but this 
Government was not responsible for it.

Mr. LAUDER—What was the net in
crease ?

Mr. WOOD—About $22,000. Then in 
the grants to High Schools there was an 
increase of $7,239, and for Public School 
inspection there was an increase of $16,534 
in 1878 over 1871. He did not say the in
crease was not a wise one, nor did he com
plain of the system of school inspection ; 
but he wished to say that the present Gov
ernment should not be held responsible for 
it. There was an increase for school in
spectors of $16,354. The Ottawa Normal 
School was a subject which admitted of de
bate. There were those who held that the 
Toronto school was adequate to supply the 
wants of the Province. It was, however, 
argued by many that a normal school was 
required in the eastern section of the Pro
vince, and the Government adopted 
that policy, and the establishment 
of the Ottawa institution had re
sulted in an improved standard of teachers 
and better instruction of children attending 
the schools Some hon. members urged 
the establishment of another normal school 
at London or some other western point, 
and they could not contend that the ex
penditure on the Ottawa school was not in 
the public interest. The expenditure on 
that school was $11,373. Another item 
which appeared in the estimates for 1879 
and did not appear in those for 1871 was 
that for training teachers—$20,815. So 
far as he could learn that work had been 
successful. No doubt there were some 
training schools which had not been suc
cessful, but taking the reports which they 
had received from the different counties, 
it appeared that the system had been a 
great success. Departmental examinations 
cost $13,970. Formerly teachers who were 
refused certificates in one county frequent
ly obtained them in another one, and in 
some cases the granting of certificates 
went by favour. In the interest 
of the teachers themselves and for that of 
the general community, the Government 
were led to establish these departmental 
examinations, thereby giving an uniform 
character to the certificates issued. There 
were, moreover, the following increases — 
Normal and Model Schools, Toronto, 
$4,870 ; Depository salaries and contin
gencies, $4,293; inspection of HighSchools 
and Collegiate Institutes, $4,538. He was 
well aware there was adiversity of views in 
regard to immigration; but he would point 
out that in 1871 Ontario expended under 
that head $29,712; in 1878,' $31,975, an 
increase of $2,262. That increase was 
more than accounted for by the payment in 
1878 of two-thirds of cost of carriage of 
immigrants from Quebec, whereas no such 
expenditure was made in 1871. This cost 
$7,139, and reduction in ocean pass
ages, $3,181. The carriage of im
migrants was in accordance with an 
agreement made with the Dominion 
Government. In 1871, 252,435 emigrants 
left the British Isles of whom Ontario re
ceived 25,842 or 10 per cent. In 1878, 
119,971 left the British Isles. Of these 
Ontario received 17,879, or 15 per cent. 
In both cases the numbers reported through 
the Customs were included. The number 
leaving the British Isles in 1879 had not 
been ascertained, but the arrivals in this 
Province had been 18,172. (Hear, hear.) 
The expenditure in the Crown Lands De
partment was $101,715, as against $156,121 
in 1878, being an increase of $156,121. On 
agents’ salaries, commissions and wood 
ranges, there was an increase of $6,273. 
This increase was due to an increase in the 
number of wood rangers, rendered neces
sary by the previous imperfect returns. 
Then the townships opened for location 
were 53 in 1871 and 92 in 1878, and 
there was a proportionate increase 
in the number of persons located, 
and the agents had to be increased 
from 9 in 1871 to 14 in 1878. On 
colonization roads, the expenditure was 
$55,409 in 1871, and $85,612 in 1878, an in
crease of $30,203. No member could say — 
this was not in the interest of the country.

Mr. MEREDITH—That depends on how 
the money was spent.

Mr. WOOD said that in 1871 there were 
of new roads made 40 miles ; in 1878, 58 ; 
of roads repaired in 1871, 122 miles ; in 
1878, 385. He would ask if hon. gentle
men were satisfied.

Mr. MEREDITH—That depends upon 
the quality of the repairs.

Mr. WOOD said that in surveys the in
crease had been $21,025—explained by the 
larger number of townships suneyed. 
For inspectors valuing land a charge of 
$2,920 appeared in 1871, but none in 1878. 
The net increase, less the decreases, was 
$54,405. As there had been no increase in 
the Public Works Department, he would 
not refer to this head. He now 
came to an important item, one which 
would for a time necessarily increase, 
and which might at some future time, un
less some other system WGre adopted, 
prove agreat strain on the resources of thePro- 
vince, viz., the public institutions mainten
ance. In 1871 the expenditure was $225,- 
137 ; in 1878, $482,466. The expenditure 
in connection with the Lunatic Asylum 
maintenance was in 1871 $131,196, and it 
was necessary to add to this the amount 
due that year for the keep of lunatics at 
Rockwood bv the Dominion, but not paid, 
$53,714, making a total for 1871 of $184,- 
820. In 1878 the Lunatic Asylum main
tenance was $279,053. In 1871 we had 
only the -Asylums at Toronto and London, 
and part of the Kingston Asylum. We 
now had Asylums at Hamilton and 
Orillia in addition. He proceeded 
to compare the cost of patients 
per head in Ontario institutions as 
compared with those in the United States, 
showing that the expense in the former 
was about 30 per cent, less than in the lat
ter. So far as the public institutions were 
concerned, they were well and economi
cally managed, and while their inmates 
had increased in number, so had their cost 
of maintenance. The number of inmates 
in the Deaf and Dumb Institute, Belleville, 
in 1871, was 107 ; in 1878 200, and the 
cost of maintenance in 1871 was $20,718 
while in 1878 it was $37,857. The number 
of persons in the Reformatory had increas
ed from 155 in 1877 to 196 in 1878, and 
the cost had gone up from $21,710 to $27,- 
569. Besides these increases with respect 
to institutions which were in existence in 
1871, there were annual expenses connect
ed with institutions which were not in 
existence in that year, as follows :—Idiot 
Asylum at Orillia, $19,742 in 1878 ; Luna
tic Asylum a£" Hamilton, $31,801 ; the 
Agricultural College, Guelph, $21,968 ; 
Blind Institute, Brantford, $28,099 ; Cen
tral Prison, Toronto, $86,110; School of 
Practical Science, $1,896. The cost of 
maintaining the lunatic asylums from 
October 1, 1877, to October 1, 1878,
including salaries, was $270,161. 
At no time in the history of Ontario 
had the accommodation for lunatics been 
so large as at present, and at no other time 
was there room for more lunatics than the 
asylums contained. There was now room 
for 488 more lunatics than there were in 
the asylums, notwithstanding that there 
was a larger number in the asylums than 
ever before. There were in the Toronto 
asylnm 676 inmates, and it was full; in the 
London asylum there were 720 inmates, 
and room for 180 more ; in the Kingston 
asylum there were 420, and room for eight 
more ; in the Hamilton asylum there were 
200, and room for 300 more. From these 
facts it would be seen that it would be 
some time before any very large grants 
would have to be asked for making fur
ther provision for the insane. The, e had 
been an increase of $5,978 in the amount 
paid to agricultural societies, which was 
owing to the larger number of societies 
now in 
increase 
to the 
The Dairyman’s Association,

existence, 
of $500 
Fruit Growers’ Associations.

. ---- , which re
ceived nothing in 1871, was receiving- 
$2,000 now, and so with the Poultry As
sociation, which was receiving $600 now. 
Since 1871 the grant to Mechanics’ Insti
tutes had increased by $9,132, and under 
the head of miscellaneous there were,print
ing the agricultural report, $170, and 
prize books for the Veterinary College, 
which were down in 1878, but not in 1871.’ 
Literary and scientific institutions received 
the same in 1877 as in 1878, but the Art 
Union which received nothing in 1871, re
ceived $2,100 in 1878. In this connection 
be might say that the sum of $500 for the

There was an 
in the grant



submitted by him- 
in favour of the 
being properly re-

School of Art, London, was left out of 
the estimates by mistake, and would ap
pear in the supplementary estimates. The 
maintenance of the School of Agriculture 
which was not charged in 1871 was charged 
now, the cost being $17,366, and the 
same with the School of Practical Science, 
the costof maintenanceof which was $2,744. 
For hospitals and charities, $40,260 was 
spent in 1871, and $70,673 in 1878, or an 
increase of $23,891, and no fault, so far as 
he knew, had been found with that expen
diture. These sums made a total of $76,- 
277 in 1871, as against $117,129 in 1878, 
or an increase of $40,861. Having gone 
throngh all the expenditure with the ex
ception of Civil Government and miscel
laneous, he would refer to the expenditure 
under those heads. In 1871 the expendi
ture under the head of miscellaneous was 
831,559, while in 1878 it wa3 $78,901, or,in 
other words there had been an increase of 
$44,342. He declined to discuss the item of 
repairs, because they varied in different 
years. The item of contingencies was, 
however, worthy of discussion, but he had 
not time to treat of it. In making a com
parison as to the salaries paid in 1878 and 
1871, he recalled to the attention of the 
House, a motion 
self in 1873 
civil servants 
qpmerated. The hon. gentlemen then read 
extraots from speeches delivered by Messrs. 
Cameron and Richards, and observed that 
when the Reform party came into power 
they found that the officers in the Depart- 

Iments were either Conservatives, or those 
having strong sympathy with the 
late Administration. There was no reason, 

, therefore, that, as a matter of policy, one 
dollar should be added to their salaries, and 
the action taken by the Government and 
the House in giving increases was dictated 
by a desire to promote the public interest.

! Adverting to a motion proposed at that 
time to reduce Mr. Langmuir’s salary, the 
Provincial Treasurer bore testimony to the 

j efficiency of the Inspector of Prisons and 
, Asylums, and refuted the idea that only 
professional men were worthy of liberal 
salaries. It had been justly claimed that 
the Government of Mr. Sand field Mac
donald was very economical, that there 
were no more officers engaged than were re
quired in the different Departments. Since 
the Reform Government had come into 
power, they had increased the staff and 
the salaries in some instances, but 
in the increase of the latter the 
Opposition concurred at the time. 
11c regretted to find, therefore, that 
several gentlemen had gone to the 
country charging the Government with ex
travagance in this respect. It was the 
duty of the Government to satisfy the 
country that the increases in the staff were 
rendered necessary by increased work in 
the departments. The hon. gentleman pro
ceeded to give statistics showing the num
ber of letters, circulars, &c., received and 
scut in the years 1871 and 1878, as an evi
dence of increased work in the Secretary, 
Treasurer and Registrar’s office, and the 
Crown Lands and other departments. In 
his own department, the work had greatly 
increased since Confederation, when it 
simply consisted of keeping certain ac
counts, very small in their character. That 
department had to do with the distribution 
of the Surplus, Railway Aid, &c., and it 
had to manage the funds. As an illustra
tion of the extent to which the work had 
increased, he said in 1871 3 860 letters were 
sent from it, while in 1878 8,389 letters were 
sent away ; in 1871 it issued 3.7-16 cheques, 
while in 1878 it issued 9,796. In the Pub
lic Works Department there had also been 
a great increase in the work, and not only 
did that department have to look after 
buildings under construction, but it had 
responsibilities in connection with every 
public building already built, and every 
dam, lock and slide constructed added to 
its work. He referred in very flattering 
terms to the manner in which the Inspector 
of Asylums and Prisons did his work, and 
stated that while the work of the various 
departments had increased, so had that of 
the Premier, who had supervised the work 
of all tile offices. He now proposed to 
show the amounts which had been dis
tributed to the people since 1871, when the 
Reform party came to power. These sums 
were as follows :—Education, $2,764,294 ; 
administration of justice, $1,175,342; pub
lic institutions—maintenance, $2,375,364 ;

-I hospitals and charities, $380,805 ; agricul
ture and arts, $636,924 ; immigration, 
$569,071 ; public works and buildings, $2,- 
--------  ' ’ ’ , $664,867 ;

Crown lands re-

I !
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176,515 ; colonization roads, 
county gaols, $82,530 ; C'.-,..

fruit-growers’
They had also 

placing 
the

associa- 
assisted the 

a fund at 
municipalities

funds, $147,253 ; railway aid, $2,046,495 ; 
municipalities fund, $474,638 ; land im
provement fund, $151,498; surplus dis
tribution fund, $3,225,378 ; miscellaneous, 
$37,478 ; loans—drainage, $427,091 ; giv
ing a total of $17,335,5517’ (Ministerial 
cheers).

Mr. MERRICK asked in what manner 
$569,000 expended on immigration could 
be said to have been returned to the people 
of the Province.

Mr. WOOD said it had been expended 
for the people of Ontario—(laughter)—and 
he had heard it frequently asserted that 
every' immigrant was worth $1,000 to the 
country. (Renewed laughter.) The policy 
of the Mowat Administration had been to 
assist in elevating the character of the 
people, and to promote the better instruc
tion of the children in the public schools. 
It had been their policy to afford liberal 
assistance to the farming community, and 
the votes taken each session indicated that 
fact, not only aiding agricultural, but also 
dairymen and 
tions. 
farmers by 
the disposal of 
from which agriculturalists could obtain 
loans to improve their farms by drainage, 
the interest charged being 5 percent. The 
Mowat Administration had expended large 
sums on colonization roads, and thereby 
opening up the back country. Their 
pclicy had included the distribution of 
three millions of dollars throughout the 
Province, and the result of that action was i 
seen in the erection of public buildings and 
the wiping out of large amounts ef munici
pal debt. In regard to the maintenance of 
public institutions, the Administration had 
fulfilled its mission. Whenever a munici
pality had voted a sum ip aid of a railway, 
and whenever the character of the com
pany was worthy of the name, it had re
ceived at the hands of the Government 
most liberal aid. There was no part of the 
Province in which the hand of the Govern
ment and the liberality of the Legislature 
were not seen in developing it. It might, 
indeed, fairly' be said that in no country in 
the world had the same liberal aid been 
given by the Government in assisting rail
ways and developing the country as had 
been witnessed in Ontario. (Ministerial 
cheers )

Mr. MEREDITH—The Province of New 
Brunswick gave $10,000 per mile.

Mr. WOOD said the policy of the Gov
ernment had been at once liberal and econo
mical. He thought their supporters and 
the people would bo able to say, and 
history would record that the policy of the 
Hon. Oliver Mowat, while being economi
cal, had been abreast of the age, and had 
been generous and in accordance with the 
genius and traditions of the Reform party. 
(Applause.)

Mr. MERRICK moved the adjournment 
of the debate. Carried.

CORRECTION.
Mr. RICHARDSON corrected a report 

that had appeared in the newspapers, which 
had made him say that he thought the 
township and county councillors were paid 
too high. What he had said was that these 
councils had become too numerous and 
were, therefore, becoming an expense to 
the country.

The House adjourned at 5.40 p.m.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE.
5. 
met 
Mr. 
Mr. 

____ _______________ . Mr. 
Ballantyne, Mr. Harcourt, Mr. Ferris. Mr.

Wednesday, Feb.
The Public Accounts Committee 

this morning, There were present 
Clarke, of Wellington (chairman) 
Hardy, Mr. Merrick, Mr. Deacon,

Ross (Huron) and Mr. Striker.
After routine proceedings,
Mr. Merrick called for papers connect

ed with the Central Prison Commission, 
the printing of pamphlets by Barber & 
Ellis, etc.

On the expenditures on contingencies for 
the office of Government House,

Mr. Merrick said he was entirely op
posed to placing money into the hands of 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s Secretary to be 
expended without any details of the ex
penditures being furnished the Govern
ment.

Mr. Meredith said he did not think 
there was any necessity to call Mr. Forsyth 
Grant, it having been avowed by the Gov
ernment that the sum under discussion had 
been handed over to him without any un
derstanding as to how the money was to 
be expended, and without the consent of 
Parliament.

Mr. Ross thought it would be quite pro
per for the Committee to ask Mr. Grant to 
furnish particulars in detail of the expen
diture made by him.

Mr. Ferris made a requisition that Mr. 
- Grant appear before the Committee.

Mr. Ross asked for information respect
ing $1,109 and $2,000 of Dominion stock 
the interest on which was credited to the 
Education Department.

Mr. Harris said the sums mentioned re
presented donations to the Department for 
educational purposes.

Mr. Meredith, referring to the appoint
ment of an official secretary to the Lieut.- 
Governor, asked what the duties of that 
officer were ?

Mr. Hardy said he supposed the ap
pointment was made necessary by the in
crease of work in the Lieut.-Governor’s de
partment. While on this subject, he 
might say that he saw by The Mail that 
he was credited with having said at a 
recent meeting of the Committee that the 
Lieut.-Governor signed hundreds of 
thousands of instruments. What he said 
at the time was only by way of banter.

[It was stated t.iat the officer in question 
was appointed in October, 1875.]

Mr. Meredith said he observed in the 
estimates for 1879 that there was a de-

i
crease in in the amount expected to be ex
pended on fuel for the public institutions. 
He would like to have an explanation 
of that, and he thought it would be well 
that the tenders and accounts for fuel for 
1877 and 1878 should be brought down in 
order that the Committee might understand 
how the reduction was brought about, and 
whether, if fuel was going to cost less in 
1879, it had not cost too much in 1877.

Mr. Hardy objected to the bringing of 
the tenders and accounts for 1878 down, 
the public accounts for that year not being 
before the Committee.

Mr. Meredith said this was an attempt 
to limit the powers of the Committee.

As the Treasurer was absent the matter 
was allowed to stand over.

Several sets of papers were then called 
for, after which the Committee adjourned.

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

Thursday, February 6.
The Speaker took the chair at three 

o’clock.
Prayers were said by Rev. Dr. Castle. 

REPORTS.
Mr. CROOKS presented the second re

port of the Standing Committee on Rail
ways. , ,

Mr. FRASER presented the third report 
of the Committee on Private Bills.

BILLS INTRODUCED.
The following bills were introduced and 

read a first time :—
To amend the Municipal Act.— Mr. 

Meredith.
To amend the Jurors’ Act.—Mr. Hardy.
To amend the Act respecting the income 

and property of the Toronto University 
and University College and Upper Canada 
College.—Mr. Scott.

Respecting investments on Trust Funds. 
—Mr. Meredith.

To authorize certain variations in deeds 
to trustees of religious institutions—Mr. 
Mowat.

To empower mechanics’ institutes and 
library associations to deal with real 
estate—Mr. Mowat.

To extend the right of taking the 
security of guarantee companies—Mr. 
Mowat.

THE BUDGET.
Mr. HARDY presented the abstract 

statement of receipts and expenditures for 
1878.

Mr. MEREDITH expressed his regret 
that the statement was not brought down 
yesterday as promised. The Treasurer in 
making his financial statement had made 
comparisons between the expenditures of 
1871 and 1878 ; and as the statement of 
the expenditures for the latter year were 
only just brought down, it would hardly be 
fair for the Government to insist on pro
ceeding with the debate on the financial 
statement to-day.

I



Mr. WOOD admitted that he had 
promised that the statement of receipts and 
expenditures should be brought down yes
terday afternoon, but through an accident 
which occurred in consequence of the 
House not sitting in the evening, the state- . 
ment was not brought down and, conse
quently, copies were not distributed. 
Copies would, however, be iu the hands of 
members in a few minutes.

Mr. MEREDITH—There will be no 
opportunity of examining them before the 
debate proceeds.

Mr. FRASER—It has not been usual to 
examine them.

Mr. MEREDITH said it was especially 
desirable that the statement should be ex
amined before the debate proceeded, be
cause, as he had said, the Treasurer based 
his arguments upon it. It seemed a strange 
piece of red tapeism that the statement 
could not be distributed until it had been 
laid on the table of the House and it would 
be breaking faith with the Opposition side 
of the House if the debate was insisted on.

Mr. MOWAT was sorry for the accident 
by which the presentation of the statement 
had been delayed, and under the circum
stances he would not insist on proceeding 
with the debate.

THE SALE OF CROWN LANDS.
Mr. HAY moved for an order of the 

House for a return of all moneys received 
by the Crown between the 6th day of 
March, 1861, and the 1st day of July, 
1867 ; on account of Crown Lauds sold be
tween the 14th day of June, 1853, and the 
6th day of March, 1861. He said the 
motion had a direct bearing on the Land 
Improvement Fund, which came out of the 
moneys derived from the sale of school and 
Crown lands ; but his motion sought to find 
out how much of the Crown lands was sold 
between 1853 and 1861, and how much was 
collected between 1861 and 1867. He held 
that the municipalities were fairly entitled 
to their proportion of themoney collected be
tween 1861 and 1867, and he trusted that, 
whatever the amount might be, no delay 
would occur in pressing for it from the 
Dominion Government.

Mr. LAUDER said the return had already 
been brought down.

Mr. HAY said it was not sufficiently in 
detail.

Mr. WOOD thought the Province was 
entitled to the money referred to by the 
hon. member for Perth, and it was the 
intention of the Government to press the 
claim. At the same time he did know that 
the Dominion Government never made any 
objection to it yet.

Mr. LAUDER agreed that the people 
living in the parts of the country in which 
the school lands were situated were entitled 
to their proportion between 1861 and 
1867.

The motion carried.
THE LIQUOR LICENSE ACT.

Mr. HARKIN moved for a return for the 
years 1877 and 1878, shewing the amount 
of money received from every municipality 
in Ontario under the Liquor License Acts ; 
the amounts returned to each of those 
municipalities ; the amounts paid to the 
Inspectors and License Commissioners in 
every county or riding ; the amounts paid 
to detectives or other persons connected 
with the administration of said License 
Act. He stated that he asked for this 
return because he thought there were many 
persons in the Province who were anxious 
to know the exact working of the Act and 
the exact expenses connected with it. In 
the municipality which he had the honour 
to represent the working of the Act was 
felt to be a burden, and he believed there 
were other municipalities who thought the 
same. The return might prove that it 
might be advisable at some future day to 
return to the former working of the Act, or 
to devise some better scheme. At any rate 
?he return might enable the people to 
judge of the benefit they had derived from 
the Act.

Mr. LAUDER thought it should have 
been unnecessary to have made a motion of 
this kind, as the Secretary should have 
supplied the information in the report on 
the working of the License Act.

Mr. HARDY said that the receipts and 
the amount apportioned to the different 
ridings, which went to the Government and 
the cost of carrying on the system had 
generally been given in the reports.

Mr. CREIGHTON said at present the 
municipalities could not get details of the 
money received by the license officers.

Mr. PRESTON considered that the in
formation asked for should be always intro
duced in the annual reports on the working 

of the law. The law as it stood was that 
the commissioners should not receive 
salaries, but it was well known 
that their expenses were very large, and 
there was no way of ascertaining what 
their expenses really were, or it might be 
found that instead of the.commissioners 
being unpaid they were paid very well. 
The revenue of the Government was less 
under the present Act than under the 
former Act, yet the receipts were greater, 
and the supposition was that the money 
was eaten up by these officers. He thought, 
also, that the municipalities should receive 
a greater share of this fund than they were 
now receiving.

Mr. SCOTT asked that the motion might 
be amended by adding, “ Also a return of 
what was expended in the municipalities 
when the Temperance Act of 1864 was in 
force.”

Mr. IIARDY said he had no objection ; 
but he thought the schedules attached to 
the reports gave this information.

Mr. LAUDER—Not the expenses in de
tail.

Mr. HARDY—That would take a large 
volume.

The motion as amended was carried.
Mr. MERRICK moved for a return 

showing the gross sum received from the 
municipalities on account of tavern and 
shop licenses ; also, showing the amount 
paid on account of expenses of commis
sioners and salaries of license inspectors 
for the year 1878.

Mr. HARDY said this motion 
covered by the other.

The motion was withdrawn. 
RAILWAY COMMITTEE.

On the motion of Mr. CROOKS, the first 
report of the Standing Committee on Rail
ways was referred back for consideration 
to correct some informality.

The House adjourned at 3.55 p.m.

was

ONTARIO EXPENDITURE.
An Increase in the Controllable Expendi

ture of 63 per Cent. Since 1871.

WHITHER ARE WE DRIFTING ?

To the Editor of The Mail.
Sir,—The public, I think, will read with 

interest, at this juncture, the following :— 
Statement showing the increase of Annual Control

lable Departmental Expenditure and of Revenue 
in 1877 over 1871.

1877.
Total Expenditure.
Deduct Expendi

ture on account 
of Public Works 
and Buildings... $322,105

Deduct Expendi
ture on account 
o! Special Funds. 792,342 1,114,447

$2,992,907

SI, 816,867
1871.

Total expenditure.
Deduct Expendi

ture on account 
of Public Works 
and Buildings... §430,620

Deduct Expendi
ture on account 
of Special Funds. 163,142 593,762

--------- $1,223,105
Total increase of annual controllable 

expenditure in 1877 over 1871 is......... $7*9,862
being an increase of more than sixty-three 
per cent.

The increase of the annual controllable 
expenditure in 1877 over 1871 is made up 
of the following items :—
Increase in Civil Government of 1877 over
, 1871............................................................. $ 46,547
Legis ation..................................................... 32,537
Administration of Justice............................. 141,264
Edu.ation........................................................ 198*918
Crown Lauds.................................................. 47 48O
Agriculture, Arts, &c........................................61’958
Immigration................................................... Kk553
Maintenance of Asylums...............................  235,812

Total increases..................................... $784,064
Less decrease in “ Miscellaneous ”.............. 4,202

Total net increase of annual control
lable expenditure.............................$7 79,802

The total increase of receipts in 1877 
over 1871 was only $118,899. Thus, while 
the annual revenue increased only $118,- 
899, the annual controllable expenditure 
was increased $779,862, or six and one half 
times as much as the increase of annual 
revenue. For every $1.20 that the revenue 

increased, the controllable expenditure has 
been increased $7.80. The Government- 
raised $725,133 in bonds in 1877,an amount 
almost identical with the increase of the 
controllable expenditure. This shows 
how the surplus or accumulated capital is 
being expended. It is not the result the 
people expected from the administration 
of professing Reformers.

I am, sir,
Your obedient servant, 

D. L. MACPHERSON.
Toronto, 6th February.

stare.

A STARTLING EXHIBIT.
On Wednesday afternoon, in beginning 

his financial statement, Mr. Wood 
promised that the statement of receipts 
and expenditures for 1878—which he 
made the basis of his argument respect
ing the increases—would be in the hands 
of members before six o’clock. The re
turn, however, was not visible at that 
hour, and so the House adjourned. It was 
not presented, in fact, until some min
utes after the House met yesterday after
noon, and the Opposition could not of 
course make use of it until they had 
read it. Accordingly, the Ministry 
having nothing else ready, the House 
adjourned. There is a point in connec
tion with this matter which we trust 
Mr. Wood will be able to explain satis
factorily. Throughout his statement, 
he gave the expenditure for 1878 as 
$2,408,534, and everybody in the House, 
except his colleagues, perhaps, supposed 
that was the total expenditure. There 
was not a word in his statement to sug
gest anything to the contrary. But the 
return shows that the total expenditure 
was no less than $2,902,388. The re
ceipts for the year being $2,254,400, the 
actual excess of expenditure over income 
was nearly $650,000.
expenditure has overrun 
after this fashion :

1874. 
Expenditure... .$3,871,500 
Revenue............ 3,446,300

Since 1874 the 
the revenue

1875.
Expenditure... .$3,604,500
Revenue............ 3,159,500

1876.
Expenditure... .$3,140,600
Revenue............ 2,589,200

1877.
Expenditure... .$3,117,400
Revenue............ 2,452,000

1878.
Expenditure.. . .$2,902,400;
Revenue............ 2,254,400

Deficit.

$425,200

415,000

551,400

065,400

648,000

Total excess of expenditure
over revenue................................ $2,735,000

Isn’t it about time the brakes were 
put on this coach ? Or shall we, in the 
name of Reform, run into the ditch I
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Friday, February 7.

The Speaker took the chair at three 
o’clock.

Prayers were said by Rev. Dr. Castle.
Mr. SPEAKER presented the second 

report of the Commissioners on Estates 
Bills.

THE TORONTO BILLS.
Among the petitions presented were 

several presented by Mr. Bell, praying 
that bill No. 78 (extending the powers of 
the city of Toronto with regard to local 
improvements) should not pass. The peti
tion stated that a large majority of the 
people had voted in favour of local assess
ment for local improvements, but the peti
tioners had learned with surprise and 
alarm that, under colour of carrying out the 
wish of the electors, certain members of 
the City Couneil had, without the author
ity or knowledge of the citizens of Toronto, 
caused to be inserted in the proposed Act a 
number of clauses asking that there may 
be conferred upon the said City Council 
certain extraordinary powers of a most 
arbitrary character, among which were 
power to declare what shall be nuisances, 
whether public or private, and to punish 
the authors of any act which the Council 
may think lit to declare to be a nuisance, 
and to abate the same at the expense of the 
property upon which the same may exist. 
The petitioners submit that the House 
could not and should not confer upon any 
inferior representative body a power so ex
traordinary and so liable to be abused. 
The petitioners also understood that it was 
proposed by the said bill to empower the 
said City Council:—(1). To prevent the 
keeping of cattle and pigs or swine or the 
maintenance or erection of any cow stable 
or piggery within the said city. (2). To 
prohibit the use of weli-water within any 
district of the city of Toronto. (3). To 
compel the filling up of all wells within any 
such district, and to fill up the same at the 
expense of the owner and occupant upon 
his default, and to charge such expense 
upen the said property. (4). To prevent 
any person from taking any water from the 
Toronto Bay for any purpose whatever. 
The petitioners submit that even if within 

the jurisdiction of the House it would be 
inexpedient and highly dangerous to confer 
upon the City Council of Toronto powers so 
extraordinary and unprecedented in their 
character the exercise of which would, in 
the opinion of your petitioners, inevitably 
lead to favoritism and abuse, cause great 
hardship to very many citizens, and involve 
a very great increase in the number and 
cast of city officials.

REPORTS.
Mr. CROOKS presented the third report 

of the Committee on Railways.
Mr. FRASER presented the report of 

the Private Bills Committee.
The reports were adopted. 

CORONERS.
Mr. MONCK introduced a bill to amend 

the Act relating to coroners.
The bill was read a first time. 

EXEMPTIONS FROM SEIZURE.
Mr. WHITE asked whether it was the 

intention of the Government to introduce 
during the present session a measure for 
extending the exemptions from seizure 
undor execution for debt.

Mr. MOWAT—My attention has not 
been called to the subject, except within 
the last few days, and it will be impossible 
to consider it in time for any measure this 
session.-

SEPARATE SCHOOLS.
Mr. BELL moved for a return relatiug to 

the Separate Schools similar to that pro
vided regarding the Public Schools. He 
said that his attention had been called to 
the fact that there were no details in the 
Educational Reports in reference to these 
Separate Schools. He thought the House 
should be supplied with the same details in 
regard to the Separate Schools as were sup
plied in reference to the Public Schools.

Mr. CROOKS said the Educational re
port was already too voluminous, and 
entailed great expense on the country. The 
object should be rather to curtail it than 
to extend it.

'The melton was carried. .

THE TRENT RIVER.
Mr. FERRIS moved for copies of all cor

respondence, orders iu Council, or other 
documents relating to the transfer of the 
Trent river works from the Government of 
the Dominion to the Government of this 
Province.

Mr. FRASER said there was no objec
tion to the motion. The result of the cor- 
1-espoudence that had been held was that 
the Dominion Government had transferred 
the Trent river works to the Province un
der conditions that made the transaction 
perfectly safe to the Province. He had in
tended to make a personal visit to these 
works, but found the day he had appointed 
for the purpose was too late for the steamer. 
He had to postpone his visit for another 
year.

Mr. Scott thought that the hon. gentle
man hid better make his visit soon, as he 
might not have the opportunity after the 
elections.

The motion passed.
COUNTY VALUATORS.

Mr. CALVIN moved for a return show
ing such counties as have availed them- I 
selves of the law giving them the right of 
appointing and using valuators in room of 
assessors. Carried.

WELLAND REGISTRY OFFICE.
Mr. CURRIE moved for copies of the 

reports of the Inspector of Registry Offices 
on the Welland Registry Office for the 
years 187? and 1878. Carried.

THE MUNICIPAL ACT.
Mr. SCOTT moved the second reading of 

the bill to amend the Acts respecting 
Municipal Institutions. In explaining the 
provisions of the amendment he said that 
as the law now stood it was necessary when 
by-laws for raising money, were submitted 
to the people of any municipality to men
tion a certain rate of assessment to be 
levied in the municipality during the cur
rency of the debentures issued by the by
law. This was inconvenient in view of 
the fact that the assessed value of property 
in the municipalities changed, occasionally 
increasing and occasionally decreasing. 
He thought, therefore, that it would be 
much better, if, instead of authorizing the 
municipalities to raise so much on the 
dollar, a certain sum—sufficient to meet the 
interest and a proportion of the principal 
whatever it might be—should be agreed 
upon to be raised every year to meet the 
ease and that the municipalities should 
levy a sufficient rate to cover the amount.

Mr. MEREDITH said the proposal was 
one which was in the interest of the muni
cipalities, whose assessed value had in
creased 50 per cent, in value during the 
present year. He desired to direct the at
tention of the Government to a subject 
which deserved their attention. Some 
towns and cities in the United States had 
repudiated large debts, which had been 
contracted by them. It would be un
fortunate if any municipality in Canada 
failed to meet the payments on its deben
tures. He feared that a large per centage 
of the municipalities failed to comply 
strictly with the provisions of the law re
garding a sinking fund, and suggested the 
desirability for the protection of debenture 
holders and for the credit of the Province, 
of instituting some supervision over the 
municipalities with regard to the propel- 
investment of the sinking fund, either 
Governmental or otherwise. Some such 
action was necessary in view of the rapid 
increase of municipal indebtedness.

Mr. MOWAT concurred in the opinion 
that many municipalities did not comply 
with the requirements of the law respecting 
sinking funds. He preferred, however, to 
abstain from assuming any supervision over 
the municipalities in that matter, because 
it devolved on the debenture holders in
terested to see that the legal provisions re
specting the sinking funds were strictly 
complied with. He hoped that no Cana
dian municipality would ever repudiate its 
indebtedness.

Mr. CREIGHTON said he believed the 
object of the bill of the hon. member for 
West Teterboro’ was to enable municipali
ties to do legally what they already did 
without authority.

Mr. ROSS was satisfied that the state
ment that only three per cent, of the muni
cipalities actually raised their sinking fund. 
He believed that fully one half of them did 
so, and he suggested that the House should 
call for a return on the subject. He sup
ported the bill.

The bill was read a second time.
Mr. MOWAT suggested that the bill, 

with other bills introducing amendments to 
the Municipal Act, should be leferred to a 
special committee, to be hereafter named.

DIVISION COURTS.
Mr. CURRIE moved the second reading 

of the bill to amend the Divisional Court 
Acts.

Mr. MOWAT said he had obtained the 
opinions of the Division Court Judges on 
the subject of extending the jurisdiction of 
Division Courts. The opinions were bein« 
printed, and he would like the House to 
wait until they were before the House be- 
fore the bill was considered.

Mr. CURRIE said he would agree to the 
bill standing, but he intended to try the 
sense of the House on the matter before 
the session closed.

THE BUDGET.
Mr. MERRICK said he had moved the 

adjournment of the debate on the motion to 
go into Committee of Supply, but he would 
give place to the leader of the OpDosition, 
at the same time retaining his right to 
speak before the debate closed.

Mr. MEREDITH was received with 
cheers. He said the House would learn 
with satisfaction that the Government in
tended to make a change in the time for 
bringing down the Public Accounts ; for 
every one must have experienced a difficulty 
in considering the estimates of the coming 

year iu the absence of a statement of the 
expenditures of the past year. The House, 
however, had not much to thank the Gov
ernment for, considering that the change 
could have been so easily made, and 
considering that it hail been fre
quently called for by the Opposition, 
and, indeed, it seemed that the 
Government had been remiss iu its duty in 
not having made the change before. 
(Hear, hear.) During the discussion which 
had taken place on the financial condition 
of the Province, while the Address was 
uuder consideration, reference was made 
to an hon. gentleman occupying a seat in 
another House, and it seemed, from the 
angry way in which the leader of the Gov
ernment referred to him, that he felt 
sorely the damage that gentleman did to 
his party during the last Dominion elec
tion. Angry statements regarding Senator 
Macpherson, however, would not lead the 
people to the conclusion that they had 
been misled by that gentleman’s former 
pamphlet, nor would they believe by that, 
that that gentleman’s figures were incor
rect. The figures upon which the hon. 
gentleman based his deductions were taken 
from the Public Accounts, and his conclu
sions were placed faitly before the people, 
and no objection could be taken to the 
manner iu which they were presented. 
Another point was that the hon. gentle
man was entitled to the credit of the com
munity for directing the attention of the 
people to the rapidly increasing expendi
ture, which, alone, would have a beneficial 
effect. (Hear, hear.) The increase which 
had taken place since hon. gentlemen oppo
site had come to power, was very alarming 
in its character, and especially so in view 
of the fact that one portion of 
the revenue of the Province was fixed 
while another portion instead of increasing 
was most likely to diminish. It would be 
an unfortunate day when the Govern
ment had to resort to direct taxation, 
and it would be an equally unfortunate day 
when the burdens from which the people 
had been relieved were placed upon them 
again, because the Provincial exchequer 
was unable to continue its assistance. He 
had said that the increases had been of an 
alarming character; he would ask the 
House to make a comparison between the 
expenditure of 1871, the last year for 
which the Government of Mr. Sandfield 
Macdonald was responsible, and that of 
1877, the latest year, for which hon. gen
tlemen opposite were responsible, of which 
details had been given. The gross expen
diture of 1871 under the administration of 
the Sandfield Macdonald Government was 
$1,816,867 ; and in order to ascertain how 
much of that was ordinary expenditure, 
chargeable to revenue, the following de
ductions must be madeFor Special 
Funds, including payments to the munici
palities and the Land Improvement Fund, 
$168,142 ; the grant made for the relief of 
tho sufferers by the Ottawa fire, $30,000 ; 
the general elections, $19,505; - and 
for public buildings, $430,620 ; or, 
in all, $643,267, which, being de
ducted from the gross expenditure 
let a balance of $1,173,600 as the normal 
expenditure of the Province for the year. 
What had been the expenditure for 1877 1 
Tne gross expenditure was $3,117,414 ; de
ducting from that, in the same way as be
fore, the Municipalities Funds, Land Im-



provement Funds, Railway Aid; Surplus 
Distribution, etc., amounting to $792,342 
to which had to be added $323,105 on pub
lic buildings and works, or in all $1,114,447. 
The total normal expenditure for that year 
was $24)02,967, or an excess of $829,367 
over 1871. (Hear, hear.) Now what was 
the proportion of the increases ? During 
six years, therefore, the ordinary expendi
ture of the Province had been increased up
wards of seventy per cent., and he thought 
this was a matter requiring the serious at
tention of the people. It might be objected 
that he did not make a fair comparison in 
taking the year 1877, but if he took 1878, 
the situation became far worse. By adopt
ing the same method of calculation ap
plied to 1877, it would be found that 
iu 1878 the expeuditure reached §2,109,192, 
an excess of nearly $107,000 over 1877. He 
admitted that it might be necessary to have 
an annual increase in the expenditure of 
the Province owing to the growing wants 
of the country, but the question was, had 
it not been proceeding at so rapid a rate as 
ultimately to lead to disaster, and the ex
penditure for the six years, taking 1871 as 
a starting point, had increased at the rate 
of 70 per cent. What guarantee had they 
that this rate of increase would not be con
tinued 1 The result would be that in 1833 
our normal expenditure, irrespective of 
public buildings and aid to railways, would 
amount to the enormous sum of $3,400,000. 
He conceived it to be the duty ef the House 
to take into consideration the question 
whether this rate of increase could 
not be reduced. In this expenditure, he 
had not included the expenditure on colo
nization roads as expenditure upon capital 
account, and he might fairly take this 
course because tor the way in which the 
moneys had been voted, that the expendi
ture would be, in the main, for repairs on 
these roads, and would be,so long as settle
ments required to be opened. The question, 
however, was, had the expenditure been 
too great since the present Government 
came into office ? and to decide this he had 
made a comparison of the increases in the 
expenditure from the first year after eon- 
federation down to the time the Govern
ment came into office, with the increases 
in their subsequent seven years of office. 
Before giving these details, he might first 
direct attention to the revenue of the Pro
vince, because if hon. gentlemen opposite 
would point out that there had been a cor
responding increase in revenue, there 
would be less cause for complaint. 
Ill 1871 the revenue from the Dominion 
Government was $1,055,466 and other rev
enue $1,076,823, making a total of $2,132,- 
289. In 1878 the total revenue was
$2,217,588, and the normal expendi
ture was about 95 per cent, of this. 
Iu 1868 the total expenditure was $1,182,- 
388, or, deducting $125,816 for public 
buildings, $1,056,541. In 1871 the expen
diture was $1,816,866, or, deducting $672.- 
979 on public buildings, $1,143,887, show
ing an increase of $87,346 expenditure as 
compared with 1868, or an increase of eight 
per cent, in the four years of Sandfield 
Macdonald’s administration, while in the 
seven years of the rule of the pre
sent Government the increase was 
upwards of seventy per cent. He 
regretted that the Minister of Edu
cation in a redent letter addressed to a 
Reform convention should have accused 
The Mail, or Senator Macpherson and im
pliedly the Conservative party, with being 
opposed to Confederation. That was an 
unfair, unjust and improper statement, 
because the hon. gentleman could not point 
to a single declaration The Mail, or any 
public utterance of Senator Macpherson 
which in the slightest degree warranted 
that assertion. (Cheers.) So far from such 
a position having been taken by the Con
servative party, the opposition had taken 
the position of opponents to any such 
views. But the Minister of Education was 
desirous of directing public attention from 
the true question before the Province, and 
if there was one thing more than another 
which would raise doubts as to the success 
of Confederation it was the increased ex
penditure which had taken place under the 
present Government. The Minister 
of Education had thus endeavoured to 
divert attention from the efforts of the Op
position to reduce the expenditure, and 
sought to prejudice their position with the 
people by introducing the Confederation 
question, but those efforts would prove un
successful. Mr. Meredith then referred to 
the question of surplus, and pointed out 
that it was made up by different Treasurers _ 
under the Reform Government in different 
ways. The amount which the Sandfield 
Macdonald Government had actually in

vested at the time they left office was 
$3,637,979, and the special trust fund 
$3,036,095. He enumerated other items, 
which made the surplus of Saudfield Mac
donald $7,002,202. From this was to be 
deducted $433,999 for the indebtedness to 
Quebec.

A MEMBER—How about the oue mil- 
lion and a half railway fund?

Mr. MEREDITH said the Province was 
in no way pledged to give the money at 
that time. The Treasurer claimed that 
Government had expended among the 
people $17,335,551. In referring to the 
items composing the amount, it seemed to 
him that the Government had great cour
age to claim credit for some of this expen
diture. The amount expended on immi
gration for instance, in relation to such 
men as Horrocks Cocks and Whellams, 
were calculated to bring the Province into 
discredit. Again, certain items were not 
paid out of the ordinary revenue of the 
Province, and must be deducted in order 
to make a comparison. In the first place 
the Treasurer took credit for some three 
millions of surplus distribution, but omit
ted to say that on the other side the Gov
ernment had saved on account of the new 
debentures for municipal loan fund debt, 
$1,676,886,and on payments not made to the 
Dominion between 1874-1878, $1,458,333. 
The Treasurer also left out of consideration 
the $1,176,828 the interest for eight years, 
on Mr. Sandfield Macdonald’s investments 
in the different banks. The hon. gentle
man also took credit for money received 
from the sale of timber limits in 1871 and 
1873, amounting to $711,247. These sums 
added together amounted to $5,023,295, 
which, if deducted from $17,335,551, left a 
balance of $12,312,255. Adding the sur
plus now claimed to be in hand—$4,531,- 
362—there was a gross total of $16,743,618, 
which if divided by seven, the number of 
years the Reform Government had been in 
power would give $2,391,945. The Sand- 
held Macdonald Government spent during 
the four years they were in power, as fol
lows :—Education, $1,243,892 ; adminis
tration of justice, $707,456 ; public insti
tutions, $628,985 ; agriculture and arts, 
$451,307 ; immigration, $79,394; public 
works, $1,237,261 ; colonization roads, 
$177,899; Crown land refund,$63,390; muni- 
cipal $317,793; land improvement 

*94,258 ; making a gross total of 
$0,001,335. Adding to that sum, the sur- 
plus$7,202,245, and deducting from it $400,- 
000 odd, there was a balance of $1,569,838. j 

The expenditure under the Sandfield Mae- i 
donald Government was half a million less 
than that during the tenure of the present 
Administration. With respect to the esti
mates for the current year, he thought his 
Honour might have said they were framed 
not only with regard to economy, but with 
regard to the general elections—(laughter) 
—because reductions had been made which 
were liable to mislead, and on investigation 
prove to be no reduction whatever. Salar
ies of Ministers were reduced by $3,000, 
indemnities of members by $17,200, and 
$2,000 in stationery account. The expen
diture bf last named item vvas not wholly 
within the Minister’s control, and the 
amount required could not be known. In 
regard to the indemnity question, he (Mr. 
Meredith) assumed at all times and places 
for himself individually the fullest 
responsibility for the increase which 
had taken place in 1875. He had
no desire either as a private or
public man to escape the responsibility 
which attached to him in that regard, and 
it would be found that neither in the past 
nor in the future had he sought to make 
political capital out of the question. It 
was, indeed, a personal matter to each 
member.

Mr. FR ASER asked why the hon. mem
ber had voted to condemn the Government 
in regard to it.

Mr. MEREDITH denied that lie had so 
acted. Even if Mr. Parkhill’s motion had 
been one of want of confidence, the Op
position were justified in voting for it, be
cause, although they might have previously 
been parties to the increase, yet public 
sentiment had changed, and if the Govern
ment did not choose to introduce a measure 
dealing with the indemnity, it was com
petent for any hon. member to submit a 
motion with respect to it. He ventured to 
say that there was not a single question 
which agitated the public mind so much as 
that question, and though hon. gentlemen 
opposite could talk so glibly of electric _ 
lights,they could not find time time to deal 
with it as they should have done, indicating 
their policy with reference to it in the 
Sveech from the Throne.

Mr. FRASER—Why did you bring the 
matter up as a motion of want of con
fidence '!

Mr. MEREDITH said he had no objec
tion to the Minister of Public Works 
occupying the position of the power be
hind the throne, and occupying that 
position, controlling the Ministerial side 
of the House, but he would have to leave 
the Opposition to look after their own 
affairs. He warned hon. gentlemen oppo
site not to think too much of their present 
strength and pointed out that in another 
place a gentleman of their own party 
entered the House with a majority of 100 
at his back, left it with a majority of only 
40, and in a few days would return to it 
with only fifty or sixty supporters. (Cheers.) 
He would now refer to other reductions 
which were proposed through the estimates. 
There was a reduetiou of the fees of Crown 
Council proposed in the administration of 
criminal justice of $1,200 on fees for Crown 
Counsel prosecutions, $20,000 to meet the 
payments of criminal witnesses and the 
$15,000, which was furnished in 1878 to 
meet the over expenditure of 1877. But 
there was an addition of $20,000 in another 
item on the same account (criminal wit
nesses), so that there was an apparent 
saving of $16,200 while in fact the saving 
was only $1,200. With reference to the 
payment of Crown Counsel he thought a 
large saving made if the members of the 
Government, who were also members of the 
legal profession, attended to Crown prose
cutions, instead of taking so much outside 
work. There was a reduction of $3,300 in 
the expenditure on High Schools and 
Collegiate Institutes, which expenditure 
was not immediately under the control of 
the Government. There was a reduction of 
$4,000 in the Departmental Examinations ; 
it was strange that that reduction had not 
been made before. Ther<? was a reduction 
of $4,750 in the training of teachers, in 
which was $1,000 which occurred by the 
abolition of the inspection of Model Schools. 
The Inspector of Model Schools was, it 
would be remembered, said to have been 
appointed by hon. gentlemen in their 
desire to assist their friends at Ottawa. 
He was glad they proposed to deal with 
that matter now. The reduction in maps, 
etc., was no saving, because as the money 
was not spent it could not be returned to 
the Treasury by those who bought the 
maps. Under educational miscellaneous 
there was a reduction of $6,000, but that 
was no saving, as last year’s expenditure 
was exceptional. The reduction under 
the head of asylum maintenance 
was an apparent saving, but the 
saving was in consequence of the cheapness 
of supplies, while in salaries, and in other 
items on which a reduction might have 
been made no reduction was made. The 
Government, therefore, did not deserve 
credit for that. The apparent reduction in 
the maintenance of the Central Prison was 
caused evidently by the abandonment of 
certain industries; no credit was due to the 
Government for that. He found a saving 
of $10,500 under the head of immigration. 
A saving there was very much needed, for 
in his opinion the country had not received 
any benefit from that class of expenditure, 
and, also, in his opinion, it would be far 
better, instead of encouraging a class of 
immigrants we did not want, to endeavour 
to prevent our population from leaving the 
country by furnishing them with the means 
of settling upon portions of the public lands 
of this Province. The next item of reduc
tion claimed was $500 for scientific research, 
but the attention of the Government had 
frequently been called to this as a fit sub
ject for enconomizing. There was also a 
reduction of $4,000 in the expenditure for 
the Temperance Act, but this was owing 
in a large measure to the operation of the 
Dunkin Act in many of the counties, and 
the Government could not claim 
credit for it. Neither could the 
Government claim credit for the 
following items as reductions :—Ontario 
and Quebec arbitration, $4,000; Inter
national Exhibition, $1,400; North-West 
boundary arbitration, $4,000; gratuities, 
$3,020 ; Consolidated Statute loan, $5,000 ; 
Inspection of Railways, $500 ; Allowance 
to county gaols, $9,823. All these reduc
tions were in the main not on account of 
controllable expenditure, but in items 
which were not so much the subject of 
control. The $209,526 in Public Buildings 
could in no sense be charged as a reduction. 
There was also a total of $16,000 made up 
of several small items, and an amount of 
$11,083 for refunds, which were in no 
sense a saving for which the Gov
ernment could claim credit. So that



of the wnoie amount oi reduction, 
but a small portion would be found in the 
direction of economizing in the expendi
ture of the people’s money. The Treasurer 
made an elaborate calculation to show that 
the Government were not responsible for the 
increase in Civil Government. To refer to 
the number of letters and circulars sent 
and received by the Department was a 
poor argument to justify the increase. He 
supposed that a great deal of the addi
tional labour aud responsibility caused by 
the increase of public business, fell 
upon the heads of the Departments, 
but nevertheless the members of the 
Government were able to devote a great 
deal of time over the Dominion elections, 
and he thought the fact showed there 
could not have been that increase in the 
business of the departments”which hon. 
gentlemen desired to make out. Among ' 
the items difficult to explain were those : 
the Lieut.-Governor's office—salaries— 
which increased from $1,200 in 1871 to 
$2,400 in 1878 ; contingencies, from $305 
to $950 ; and the Attorney-General's office 
—salaries—from $7,639 to $11,660 and 
coutingencies from §2,602 to §3,271. On 
referring to the public accounts, he found 
that the expenditure on postage was §282 
in 1871 and only §182 in 18*2, and he 
thought this was as good an argument 
against the great increase of business as 
that used by the Treasurer to 
prove it. lie proceeded to give 
similar comparisons in regard to the 
other departments, showing that the ex
penditure had greatly increased from 1871 
to 1S78. After reviewing the expenditures 
in some of the Departments, Mr. Meredith 
said the observation had been made —and 
he thought there was much force in it— 
that if some of the expenditure in the De
partments had been caused by increase of 
business, that increase had been caused by 
the legislation of hon. gentlemen opposite, 
which was not in the interests of the 
people of this country. (Cheers.) A large 
Increase had no donbt taken place in the 
license branch. Whatever might be said 
as to the benefit accruing to the Province 
from the adoption of the Crooks’ Act, limit
ing the number of licenses, there was now 
very little difference of opinion as to the 
impropriety of placing in the hands of the 
Government the appointment of License I 
Commissioners, and the manner in which 
that power had been exercised had not 
been either in the interests of the country, 
or of temperance, and was, moreover, op • 
posed to the pecuniary interests of the mu
nicipalities.

AN HON. MEMBER— Would you like 
to see the Act repealed ?

Mr. MEREDITH said he would like cer
tainly to see the provisions respecting 
lieense inspectors repealed. He was sur
prised that hon. gentlemen opposite, who 
called themselves Reformers, and on the 
stump proclaimed themselves the friends of 
the people, should favour an Act which 
took away from the people power over that 
which they should properly control. (Hear, 
hear.) Perhaps the explanation was to be 
found in the fact that in this country the 
Reform party is composed of two opposing 
elements. (Cheers ) The Minister of Ed- I 
ucation represented high Tory principles, 
aud some of his colleagues Liberal princi
ples. (Laughter.) The action of the 
Government in taking away from the people 
the right to control the expenditure, 
aud branding them as unworthy to manage 
their own affairs was in accordance with 
the old fogy doctrines which the Minister 
of Education, as the high Tory member of 
the Cabinet, had imbibed, perhaps, with his 
mother’s milk. (Laughter.) The people 
could not justify any increase of expendi- 
self and his colleagues on account of the 

ture in the departments as resulting from 
such legislation, and they would declare 
that it only aggravated the crime of hon. 
gentlemen opposite. (Cheers.) In regard 
to increases of salaries, he quite admitted 
that the public servants should be well and 
sufficiently paid, but he had heard argu
ments in favour of increases, addressed 
to this House, which, in his opinion, were 
not proper ones, such as that if some parti
cular official should resign his place, could 
not be filled. He believed that the place 
of any official could be filled, and he be
lieved that many of the increases 
could not be justified. There was the 
increase in the salary of the Deputy At
torney-General from §2,000 to §2,800; 
there was also the case of Mr. Langmuir, 
who, like Mr. Scott, was an excellent offi
cer, though he (Mr. Langmuir) had made 
some mistakes, such as the Central Prison I 
and Hamilton Inebriate Asylum. There | 

was also an increase in the salary of the 
Speaker from §1,000 to §1,500, although 
there had been no increase in the work, and 
the increase in the salaries of the Masters 
in Chancery, the clerks of the Queen’s 
Bench and Common Pleas, for which he did _ 
not know that there was any justification. 
The establishment of the Court of Appeal 
had added to the burdens of the Province ; 
and he did not know but that, in view of 
the increase of the salaries of the judges 
from the Dominion, it would not be 
worth while to consider whether the 
statute under which they were paid 
by Ontario could not be repealed. 
(Hear, hear.) A great deal had been said 
by the Treasurer about the increase in the 
expenditure ; and all he (Mr. Meredith) 
could say was that if the expenditure in
creased in the ratio in which it was now in
creasing, the whole of the surplus would 
soon be swept away, and the Province 
would come to direct taxation. It was not 
the highest duty of the Government simply 
to receive the Dominion and territorial rev
enues and to spend them. But it was the 
duty of the Government to see if a radical 
change could be made in any branch of the 
public service whereby improvements could 
be effected. That was what the people de
manded, and they would be satisfied with 
no cheese-paiing policy, and no change ex
cept a radical change under which the ex
penditure was brought within the in
come. (Applause.) The Treasurer; in 
concluding nis speech, eulogized him- 
large expenditure they had made on im
portant services, and stated that the Mowat 
Government would long be remembered in 
the history of the country as one which 
deserved well of the country, and as one 
which was entitled to credit for pursuing a 
broad and enlightened policy. But who 
initiated that policy ? The late Hon. John 
Sandfield Macdonald and his Government. 
(Hear, hear.) And if any one and any 
Government lived in the remembrance of 
the country for the initiation of a broad and 
enlightened policy it would be that gentle
man and that Government. (Cheers.) 
Something had been said in regard to the 
distribution of the surplus. He himself 
saw nothing inconsistent in the view that a 
portion of the surplus might be devoted to 
objects which were in the interests of the 
country, at the same time contending that 
the Government ought to reduce tie ordi
nary expenses so as to bring them within 
the revenue. He knew no better purpose 
to which a portion of the surplus could be 
devoted than in developing the back settle
ments of the country. He Understood 
that New Brunswick had recently adopted 
a similar policy in place of the old plan of 
assisting emigrants from the old country, 
and their method was to give pecuniary 
assistance to the young men of the country 
to induce them to settle on the wild lands. 
He thanked the House for the patient 
hearing accorded him, and concluded by 
expressing his belief that when the Govern
ment went to the country, they would find 
no point so strong against them as the 
manner in which they had administered 
the finances of the country. (Cheers.)

Mr. MILLER followed, and reviewed 
the speech of the hon. member for London. 
He was still speaking when the hour of six 
arrived, and the Speaker left the chair.

After Recess.
Mr. MILLER resumed his speech. He 

admitted that the Sandfield Macdonald 
Government had been economical, but con
tended that its expenditure during four 
years had increased at the rate of 65 per 
cent., while that under the present Gov
ernment was only 58 per Cent. A material 
reduction would ensue Under the 
head of public buildings, because 
they were now completed, and other re
ductions would follow. He dwelt at 
length on the prosperity of Ontario, 
declaring that it was only exceeded by 
that of France. He quoted statistics in 
support of this assertion, and contended 
that the assessable Value of property in 
Toronto had increased 69 per cent since 
1872 and other towns had increased at a 
similar i*a>t»e

Mr. MEREDITH enquired whether the 
increase in Toronto was not due to a 
change made in the mode of making the 
assessments.

Mr. MILLER replied that admitting 
such had occurred, the fact did not account 
for the large increase. He ridiculed the 
idea that at a time when individuals were 
spending large sums in buildings and im
provements, thereby giving employment 
and adding to the material wealth of the I 
Province, the Government should pursue a

parsimonious policy. Notwithstanding the 
creation of the Court of Appeals the cost 
of the administration of justice had in- 

. creased only 50 per cent. Re- _ 
- ferring to Crown Lands, he said that 92 _ 

townships had been opened for settlement, 
and in 20 or 30, large settlement had taken 
place. He dwelt on the rapid growth of 
the Free Grant districts, and quoted sta
tistics as to settlement and population. 
Adverting to the expenditures of the Sand
field Macdonald and Mowat Governments, 
he contended that while the former had 
planned and commenced the Central Prison, 
London Asylum and other institutions, the 
latter had completed them aud defrayed 
the cost. He spoke earnestly of the pros
pect of deriving revenue for many years to | 
come from our woods and forests, aud i 
pointed to Norway, Sweden and Germany I 
as old countries which yet derived revenues j 
from this source. In regard to the salaries ' 
of officials, he held that the Government i 
should exercise care in securing efficient of
ficers.

The motion to go into Committee of Sup
ply then passed, and the House accordingly 
resolved itself into Committee, Mr. Clarke 
(Wellington) in the chair.

The item, Government House, §5,580, 
passed.

The Committee rose.
Mr. MOWAT moved the adjournment of 

the House.
The House adjourned at 8.45 p.m.

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE.
Friday, Feb. 7.

A meeting of the Public Accounts Com
mittee was held this morning, There were 
present Mr. Clarke, of Wellington (chair
man) Mr. Meredith, Mr. Merrick, Mr. 
Striker, Mr. Gibson, Mr. Harcourt, Mr. 
Ferris, Mr. Ross, Mr. Ballantyne, Mr. 
Wood, Mr. Deacon, and Mr. Williams.

Papers connected with the charge of §600 
travelling expenses of T. C. Scoble were 
brought down.

Mr. Merrick pointed out that the ac
count gave no details.

Mr. Wood explained that Mr. Scoble 
went to London and Paris to search for 
documents which would throw some light 
on the boundary question, and the sum 
mentioned was furnished towards his ex
penses.

Mr. Scoble was called. Examined by 
Mr. Meredith, he said he was engaged in 
searching the public archives of London 
and Paris, for papers connected with the 
boundaries of New France. The arrange
ment he made with the Government was 
that he should receive 85 a day as salary 
and §5 a day as expenses. He received 
§600 on account and wa3 away about six 
mouths. He had great success in his in
vestigations and made a report to the 
Attorney-General. He was not visiting 
England at the time on his own account, 
and the knowledge he had of the subject he 
had to investigate was gained by his reading.

To Mr. Hardy—The information gained 
by him was read by Mr. Mowat iu the brief 
prepared on behalf of Ontario.

To Mr. Meredith—Had been engaged on 
special subjects for the Government: made 
an enquiry into the working of the Educa
tional Depository ; also, into the manufac
ture of beet root sugar.

Q. What are you doing now 1 A. I am 
engaged in the Treasury Department, mak
ing a number of statements and preparing a 
number of figures.

Q. Is that in view of the coming general 
elections ? A. I don’t know.

Q. How long have you been employed 
there 1 A. Since November.

Q. What remuneration do you reoeivc? 
A. I have not received any yet; I expect 
to receive what Mr. Wood considers right.

Mr. Langmuir was called with refer
ence to the expenditure in his department. 
He attributed the reduction in the estimate 
for fuel to the quantity that was left over 
from last year and to the fact that the 
pumping house of the Toronto Asylum was 
abandoned and city water used instead. 
Another reason why the fuel was lower was 
because, as coal was cheap, the use of coal 
was substituted in the Toronto Asylum for 
wood.

The Chairman—So that a large duty on 
coal might compel you to fall back on wood 
again.

Mr. Langmuir—It might.
Mr. Meredith—And so benefit the 

farming communitv.



To Mr. Meredith—The lowest tenders I 
for supplies were always accepted, but i 
when the lowest tenderer receded from his • 
offer the contract was given to the next 
lowest.

To Mr. Wood—-The political complexion • 
of parties tendering had never been brought ; 
up by any Government he had seived.

To Mr. Meredith—For the supplies for 1 
which tenders were not asked the Treasu-, 

rer, or the chief of the department, gives 
instructions as to the firm frpm which the 
purchases should be made ; and if the sup
plies could be purchased as favourably, from 
the firms indicated, they were bought 
there. He was not aware of ac
counts being . taken away from any 
firm because it was not in sympathy 
with the Government. Beer, wine and 
spirits were no longer used in the asylums 
as a beverage but only as a medicine. The 
cost of maintenance of the new reformatory 
for women, when full, would be in the 
neighbourhood of $22,000 a year. The 
prison vvould not be open this year and the 
appropriation for the first year would be 
about $15,000. The class of prisoners in 
the reformatory for women would be about 

| the same as in the Central Prison, prisoners 
in the former being the females and in the 
latter, males. He was firmly of the 
opinion that the establishment of the 
Central Prison was in the interest of the 
Province. As far as discipline was con
cerned it was a success and he was in
clined to think that it would yet be self- 
sustaining.

To Mr. Hardy—The Reformatory for 
women was not a home for fallen women.

The Committee adjourned until Tues
day.

PRIVATE BILLS COMMITTEE.
Feb. 7.

The Private Bills Committee met this 
morning, Mr. Frazer in the chair.

The bill respecting the Grimsby road was 
rejected.

On the consideration of the two bills 
(Nos. 7 and 8) providing for the incorpora
tion of the village of Niagara Falls, a large 
deputation from Clifton and the vicinity of , 
Niagara Falls appeared, before the Com
mittee respecting them. Bill No. 7 asked 
that the village of Drummondville and the 
southerly portion of the town of Clifton 
should be constituted the village of Niagara 
Falls. Bill No. 8 asked that the south 
ward of the town of Clifton should be in
corporated as the village of Falls of Niagara. 
Bill No. 8 was supported by Mr. J. T. 
Bush. No. 7 was supported by Mr. Miller, 
of St. Catharines. Mr. J. K. Kerr opposed 
both bills. After considerable discussion 
No. 8 was withdrawn, and the preamble of 
No. 7 was carried.

The Committee then rose.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1879.

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT.'

Nothing gives one a clearer under
standing of the Reform of these latter 
days than a comparison of the expendi
ture in 1871 with that of 1878. Sand
field’s expenditure was outrageously 
extravagant, so Reformers said. His 
Administration was ‘ ‘ a coalition of men 
“ holding different political views,” and 
therefore from its very nature an im
moral and extravagant combination. A 
pure Reform Administration would make 
its crooked ways straight, and reduce the 
outlay in every branch of the service. 
This, and much more like it, was the 
“ taffy” the Reform party gave the 
people in the elections of 1871, and the 
people accepted it. That they made a 
dire mistake in doing so, subsequent 
events have incontestably shown. In 
1808, the cost of Civil Government was 
892,000, and in 1871, $108,000, being 
an increase in four years of 17 per cent. 
In 1878, the cost was $159,000, showing 
an increase in the seven years of Re
form rule of over 41 per cent. In 1868, 
the cost of Legislation was $86,000, and

in 1871, §94,000, being an increase 
in the four years of 9 per cent. In 1878 
the cost was §126,000, showing an in
crease in the seven years of Reform of 
34 per cent. In 1868 the cost of the — 
Administration of Justice was §173,000, “ 
and in 1871, §183,000, being an increase 
in the four years of 6 per cent. In 1878 
it was §295,000, showing an increase in 
the seven Reform years of no less than 
61 per cent'. In 1868 the cost of Edu
cation was §301,000, and in 1871, §351,- 
000, being an increase in the four years 
of 16 per cent. In 1878 it was §556,000, 
showing an increase in the seven Reform 
years of 57 per cent. Thus in those 
branches of the expenditure which more 
than any others are within the control 
of Ministers, the increases under Re
form have been out of all proportion 
greater than the increases they con
demned under their predecessors. A 
comparison of the salaries of 1871 and 
1878 is instructive as showing how enor
mously the cost of the machinery of 
government at head quarters is increas
ing :

1871. 
Lieut.-Governor’s Office. .$ 1,496 
Atty.-General and Execu

tive Council....................
Treasury..............................
Secretary and Registrar.. 
Registrar-General..............
Agriculture and Public 

Works.............................
Inspection of Asylums,

Registry Offices, &c... . 
Crown Lands.......................
Queen’s Printer & Gazette
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1878.
§ 2,400

7,640
11,495
9,495
5,005

11,660
12,300
11,900
9,100

10,365 18,654

7,683
29,885
4,534

9,741
41,780
5,716

$87,598 $123,251
The contingencies are as follows :

1871. 1878.
Government House........... $ 4,503 $5,205
Lieut.-Governor’s Office. . 306 950
Executive Council and

Attorney-General ........ 2,602 3,271
Treasury.............................. 2,264 2,423
East Wing.......................... Nil 3,218
Secretary and Registrar.. 4,675 5,120
Agriculture and Public

Works.............................. 3,496 3,036
Inspection of Asylums, &c 715 2,126
Crown Lands.................... 8,454 10,120

$27,015 $35,469
In other words, while the salaries and 

contingencies of Civil government in 
1871 amounted to $114,613, they am
ounted last year to $158,720, an increase 
of 40 per cent. The cost of Legislation, 
omitting the cost of the general elections 
in 1871, is as follows

1871 
Salaries............ ;.................$ 8,725
Sessional Writers, &c.... 4,212
Postages and Post Office. 2,426 
Indemnity..........................
Stationery, &c......... . .. . ..
Printing and Binding.... 
Library................................
Contingencies...................

. 37,809
. 11,412
. 1,847

731 
. 7,510

1878.
11,300
8,044
3,256

71,171
18,729

1,838
2,867
9,258

$74,672 $126,463
To sum up, Civil government and 

Legislation—the two branches of the 
service which are under the noses of 
Ministers and subject entirely to their 
control—cost in 1871 $189,285, and in 
1878 $285,183, or an increase of over 50 
per cent. What has become of the econ
omy Reformers promised the country ? 
Where in these figures is the fulfilment 
of their pledges to be found ! 
The excuse of the Government is that 
the work has increased, anti the Trea
surer quotes figures showing the increase 
•n the number of letters sent out of and 
received by each Department. Denounc
ing “ the waste, and flagitious waste,” as 
Brother Boyd used to say, in the Depart
ments, these Reformers took office to do 
more work for less money, but that they 
have utterly failed this plea of increased 
work is a confession

Monday, February 10.
The Speaker took the chair at three 

o’clock.
Prayers were said by Rev. D. J. Mac- 

don nell.
THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL’S REPLY.

Mr. SPEAKER read to the House the 
reply of his Excellency the Governor-Gen
eral to the address presented to him by 
the Legislature, welcoming him on his ar
rival in this city :—

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen,—In re
ceiving from you, the members of the 
Legislative Assembly of Ontario, the ad
dress with which you have honoured me, 
containing your kindly congratulations on 
my entry oil the duties of the high office 
with which her Majesty has entrusted me, 
and your cordial welcome to the Princess, 
my wife, I rejoice to accept a fresh proof 
of your loyalty to the Sovereign whose re
presentative I am, and who has no more 
faithful, loving and devoted subjects than 
the dwellers in your mighty Province.

It is certainly the gieatest encourage
ment which can be offered to any man in 
my position to endeavour to perform his 
duty among you, to observe with what 
fidelity you remember the services and 
recognize the merits Oof those illustrious 
men who have been my predecessors. It 
is an especial pleasure to me to observe the 
tribute you delight to pay to the Earl of 
Dufferin, the general statesmanship of 
whose rule will always be remembered,as it 
is in the present day, among the brightest 
traditions and happiest influences which 
have attended the first years and opening 
history of our Canadian Dominion.

Should it be my lot to be remembered 
by you at the end of my term of service 
with the good feeling which you have ex
tended to me on my arrival, I shall consider 
myself among the most fortunate of men.

In asking you to accept my thanks I 
assure yon I am sensible of the debt of 
gratitude I already owe to the Canadian 
people, and that it will be my effort and 
ambition to promote in every way the wel
fare of this country which is so dear to the 
Queen and her subjects in the Mother 
Country.

LORNE.
Government House,

Ottawa, February Sth, 1879, 
REPORTS.

Mr. CROOKS presented the fifth report 
of the Committee on Railways, which was

DELAYED RETURNS.
Mr. BELL called the attention of the 

Government to the fact that the returns 
for which he had moved in the early part of 
last session, had not been brought down 
yet. He really thought the Government 
should pay some attention to the Orders of 
the House for the production of returns, for 
surely it did not take twelve months to 
prepare a couple of returns. One return in 
connection with appointments was asked 
for on February 25th, last year, and an
other relating to the money in banks was 
ordered on March 2nd, 1878.

Mr. HARDY’ said the returns were being 
prepared.

Mr. WILLS, also, directed the attention 
of the House to the delay in bringing down 
returns respecting the Belleville Institution, 
which were asked for in Feb., 1878.

Mr. FRASER said he would make an 
inquiry into the matter.

I.;.. MEREPITH ’ ' 
expenditure in connection 
boundary question had also been 
but it had not come down yet.

PRIVATE BILLS.
The following bills were read 

time :—
To extend the powers of the 

Hand Mutual Fire Insurance Company.— 
Mr. Harcourt.

Respecting the Brookville Mutual Build
ing Society.—Mr. Cole.

Respecting the Yorkville Loop Line 
Railway Company.—Mr. Lauder.

To legalize certain by-laws of the City of 
St. Catharines, and to amend the several 
Acts relating to the Water Works of said 
city.—Mr. Meredith.

To consolidate the debt of the County of 
Middlesex.—Mr. Tooley.

To extend the limits of the Town of 
Walkerton.—Mr. Sinclair.

Mr. MEREDITH said a return of the 
with the 

asked for

a second

Hand-in-



To incorporate the Waterloo, Welling
ton and Georgian Bay Railway Company. 
—Mr. Springer.

To incorporate the Grey and Walkerton 
Railway Company.—Mr. Lauder.

THE COST OF EDUCATION.
Mr. MILLER withdrew the following 

resolution of which, he had given notice : 
“ That in the opinion of this House, the 
powers conferred upon School Trustees by 
the Public Schools Act relating to the 
raising of moneys by the levying of taxes 
or otherwise for the purchase of school 
sites, the building of school houses, the pur
chase of furniture, maps, apparatus, and 
t'-xt-books, and the payment of teachers’ 
salaries are excessive ; and the interests of 
the country demand that they should be so 
restricted as to allow the taxpayers some 
voice in determining the amount of moneys 
to be annually raised for the purposes 
aforesaid, or some of them.” He said his 
reason for withdrawing the resolution was 
the fact that the Minister of Education had 
introduced a bill which would meet the 
object aimed at in the resolution.

ORANGE INCORPORATION.
Mr. McLAWS moved for an order of the 

House for a return showing the number of . 
Orange Lodges incorporated under the I 
General Act of 1874. He made the mo
tion, he said, because there was a general 
impression throughout the country that 
Orange lodges could not incorporate under 
that Act; and more especially because he 
was informed that some lodges had incor
porated under it—the truth of which he 
wished to find out.

Mr. CREIGHTON said a return was 
brought down every session showing the 
names of societies, etc., incorporated under 
the General Act. If the hon. gentleman 
would look at that return he would find 
that no Orange lodge had been incorporat
ed. It was, therefore, unnecessary to have 
the return brought down.

Mr. DEACON said it would save time 
if the Government would state whether 
there had been any lodges incorporated or 
not, for its members certainly must know. 
He did not think the impression had gone 
abroad that it was impossible to incorpo
rate under the General Act; but the fact 
was that incorporation under that Act was 
more expensive than incorporation under a 
Special Act, and incorporation under the 
General Act did not provide for a form of 
deed such as was found necessary for the 
Orange body.

Mr. MEREDITH asked the Provincial 
Secretary to state whether there had been 
any lodges incorporated under the General 
Act.

Mr. MO WAT said it would be impossi
ble for the Government to state how the 
case stood. The Act required that declara
tions in connection with incorporation 
should be filed either in the Provincial 
Registrar’s or the office of the clerk of 
the peace of the county, so that it would 
be impossible to make a statement. How
ever, he had been told that some lodges 
had been incorporated, and, if the motion 
passed, enquiry would be made.

Mr. BELL said the House ought to be 
put in possession of the returns in time for 
the debate on the Orange Bills. If the 
Government did not exercise more than 
their usual diligence in bringing down these 
returns, the debate would be postponed till 
next session. He, a3 an Orangeman, 
strongly objected to any delay in the 
bringing on of the debate, and he saw no 
necessity for the return, as incorporation 
under the general Act was not available 
owing to the great expense of incorpora
tion.

Mr. MERRICK suggested the addition 
of the following words to the notice ; ‘ ‘and 
if any, the expenses attending the same.” 
This would set at rest the question raised 
as to the extra expense incurred by incor
poration under the general Act. The At
torney General had several times stated 
that if any special reason existed why in
corporation should not be obtained under 
the general Act, attention would be given 
to it, and this extra expense was a special 
reason.

Mr. MOW AT moved the addition to the 
motion and the revised Act—“ also what 
other societies have been incorporated under 
either of said Acts.”

Mr. ROBINSON said he was now con
vinced that the first biil introduced would 
never have given-satisfaction to the Grand 
Lodge. The bill as now introduced was in 
a complete form.

Mr. DEACON saw no difficulty in get
ting the cost incurred by Orange Lodges 
that may have been incurred in incorporat
ing under the General Act. These lodges 
would furnish a statement of their expenses 
in this direction.

Mr. FRASER said the House must first 
ascertain what lodges were incorporated 
before calling upon them to furnish this 
statement.

Mr. DEACON said it would be sufficient 
to obtain the statement from such lodges as 
the Government knew to be incorporated.

Mr. MERRICK moved in further 
amendment to Mr. Mowat’s amendment 
the addition of the following And to 
obtain from such organizations the expense 
of being incorporated. ”

The motion, with both amendments, was 
carried.

THE “ONTARIO GAZETTE.”
Mr. CREIGHTON moved for a return 

showing the amount earned by the Ontario 
Gazette from Government notices, and from 
other advertisements, and from subscrip
tions, respectively. Also, the cost of print
ing, and ‘he balances due to the Govern
ment T<mi<uni.:g in the. printers’ hands on 
the 31st of December, in the years 1873 
1874, 1875, 1870, 1877, and 1878.

Mr. CROOKS said that no balances re
mained in the hands of the printers from 

past years. There was never any delay by 
Messrs. Hunter, Rose & Co. in handing 
over any money due the Government.

Mr. LAUDER said that Mr. Sandfield 
Macdonald was taken to task by the then 
Opposition for allowing a small amount for 
printing to remain unsettled. It was 
brought out before the Printing Committee 
that an account for printing still remained 
unsettled

Mr. CROOKS said the motion did not 
refer to the account for general printing, 
but simply to the Ontario Gazette. The 
Gazette was referred to by persons interest
ed in special matters, and nothing would 
be gained by transferring the advertise
ments to other channels.

Mr. MEREDITH asked if the whole of 
the money earned by the Gazette had been 
paid overto the Government up to the 3lstof 
December last.

Mr. CROOKS said whatever balances 
were due on the 31st December in any year 
were paid early in the following year. 1 he 
Province was credited with any profits de
rived from the Gazette.

Mr. MEREDITH said he asked for in
formation regarding the years 1877-78.

Mr. CROOKS said the Treasurer would 
have to answer for these years.

Mr. FRASER said the Minister of Edu
cation had given what was the unavoidable 
practice with these balances. It was un
necessary to let the motion stand till the 
Treasurer was in his seat.

Mr. CREIGHTON said his motion was 
not intended to refer to the general print
ing account, but merely to the Gazette. 
As there seemed, however, to be some dis
pute about the matter he would move the 
addition of the following as an amendment. 

' ‘ ‘ Also the balance in the hands of Hunter, 
Rose & Co., on Jan. 31, 1879.”

The motion as amended was carried. 
BUILDING SOCIETIES.

Mr. BETHUNE moved the second read
ing of the bill to amend the Building 
Societies Act. He explained that its ob
ject was to remove a doubt as to the 
liability of these companies which doubt 
interfered with their borrowing powers. 
He suggested the reference of the bill to a 
Special Committee consisting of Messrs. 
Crooks, Meredith, Monk, Deroche, Gib
son and the mover.

The bill was read the second time, and 
was referred as suggested.

THE MUNICIPAL ACT.
Mr. ROBINSON moved the second read

ing of the Bill (No. 96) to amend the Muni
cipal Act. He was understood to say that 
the object of the bill was to give authority 
for the issue of licenses to sellers of fresh 
fish and fresh meat. He was also under
stood to say that the second clause of the 
bill had for its object the giving of corpora
tions, an insurable interest in the court 
house and gaol of the county to the amount 
contributed by them from time to time to
wards their erection.

Mr. MEREDITH said that the House 
would have to consider well whether the 
Act should be extended in the direction in
dicated.

The bill was read a second time and re
ferred to a Special Committee.

Mr. MEREDITH moved the second read
ing of the bill (No 97) to amend the Muni
cipal Act. The bill, he said, provided that 
license commissioners and license inspectors 
should not be eligible to hold the position 
of municipal councillors.

Mr. HARDY—Had not this bill better 
stand ?

After a brief consultation between Mr. 
Hardy and the Attorney-G eneral,

Mr. MO WAT asked the promoter of the 
bill to allow it to stand.

Mr. MEREDITH consented.
INVESTMENTS OF TRUST FUNDS.
Mr. MEREDITH moved the second read

ing of the bill respecting Investments of 
Trust Funds. The object of the bill was 
to authorize trustees to invest funds in the 
permanent stock of Building Societies 
having a fixed capital, not liable to be with
drawn, amounting to at least $200,000, 
and having powers to loan only on real 
estate.

Mr. MO WAT thought the management 
of Trust Funds in Building Society Stock, 
without the express authority of the 
owners would be extremely objectionable, 
as the securities might not always be as 
good as to-day. At the same time he 
would not object to the bill being referred 
to a committee to report upon.

Mr. CROOKS thought that taking the 
course proposed would lead to the jeopar
dizing of funds in the hands of Trustees, 
and only for the benefit of the Building 
Societies.

Mr. DEACON said that the bill intro
duced a very important point. Adminis
trators might have some difficulties invest
ing trust funds. They could only invest in 
Dominion or Provincial stock, and if money 
was left in a bank and was lost there, the 
trustee became responsible. Perhaps it 
would be well to allow trustees to invest 
in municipal debentures, which were very 
safe in their character.

Mr. MEREDITH said there was a pre
cedent for his bill in chap. 125, Viet, xxxii. 
of the Imperial Parliament; and in view 
of the call for Building Society stock and 
its safety, it would be well to allow trus
tees to invest in it, as, with the safeguards 
proposed to be thrown around it in the bill 
under consideration, it was practically a 
mortgage on real estate. He regretted 
that the Attorney-General in his remarks 
had thrown some discredit on Building 
Societies.

Mr. MILLER thought it would be best 
to keep to Provincial and Dominion stock.

Mr. MEREDITH—Where can you get 
Provincial stock ’

Mr. MILLER said fortunately there was 
none, as the Province had no debt; but 
it was easy enough to get Dominion stock.

Mr. MEREDITH said it was very diffi
cult indeed.

Mr. MILLER said it ought not to be, 
seeing that a loan was reaently placed, and 
in view of the fact that another loan would 
soon have to been placed. As to invest
ment in municipal debentures, he did not 
think that even that should be allowed, for 
there were Toronto and Ottawa with very 
large debts—larger in comparison than that 
of New York.

Mr. DEACON—You do not mean to say 
that the debentures of those cities are not 
perfectly safe ?

Mr. MILLER said he did not mean that, 
but the cities were very constantly in
creasing their expenditure, and every one 
knew what that would lead to.

Mr. MEREDITH-Hear, hear; apply 
that to the Province of Ontario.

Mr. MILLER said he did not wish to 
depreciate building society stock, but 
he hoped the proposal in the bill would 
not become law.

Mr. MO WAT denied any desire to 
throw discredit on building societies; his 
only thought was to see that the funds 
were safely invested.

The bill passed its second reading, and 
was referred to a special committee for 
consideration.

Mr. MOWAT said that to-day was not a 
Government day, but, nevertheless, lm 
would have availed himself of the oppor
tunity to go on with the estimates had the 
Treasurer been in his place. Under the 
circumstances, there was no alternative, 
therefore, but that the House should ad
journ.

The House adjourned at 5.10 p.m.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
The Attorney-General—On Wednesday 

— next—Bill to give to mortgagees certain 
powers now commonly inserted in mort
gages. -----
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Mr. Lauder—On Wednesday next—Bill 
to amend the Railway Act of Ontario.

Mr. Morris—On Wednesday next—Bill 
to amend the Election Act of Ontario.

Mr. Lauder—On Wednesday next—That 
it be an instruction to the Printing Com
mittee to order printing in sessional papers, 
and for distribution to members of this 
House the Return No. 34 of last session 
relating to the estate of the late Andrew’ 
Mercer.

Mr. White—On Friday next—Order of 
the House for a statement showing the 
number and names of the tenants and sub
tenants or lessees of the lands known as 
the Government farm at Mimico, showing 
their respective holdings or acres held by 
each tenant or lessee, and the number of 
acres thereof remaining unsold, and the re
spective rentals agreed to be paid by each, 
the amounts paid, and the terms and. con
ditions of each lease or tenancy; also, 
showing the original cost of the farm, how 
many acres sold, and the proceeds thereof.

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

Tuesday, February 11.
The Speaker took the chair at three 

o’clock.
Prayers were said by the Rev, Mr. Dick- 

sou.
ORANGE INCORPORATION.

Petitions in favour of the Orange Incor
poration Bill were presented by Messrs. 
Preston, Wills, Rosevear, Parkhill, and 
Merrick,

PRIVATE BILLS.
Mr, FRASER brought down the sixth 

report of the Committee on Private Bills, 
which was adopted. Also the seventh re
port of the same Committee, which was 
allowed to stand over.

Mr. CROOKS presented the second re
port of the Railway Committee, which was 
adopted.

BILLS INTRODUCED.
The following bills were introduced and 

read the first time
Mr. Wills—To amend the Municipal 

Act.
Mr, Ross —To amend the Municipal Act.
Mr. Graham—To amend the Municipal 

Act relating to forms and commutation of 
statute labour in incorporated villages.

Mr. Mowat—To make further provision 
relating to the elections of members of the 
Legislative Assembly.

On the motion of Mr. FRASER, the bill 
respecting the St. Mary's college, Almonte, 
was referred back to the judges for recon
sideration.

RAILWAY SUITS.
The resolution having reference to rail

way suits was concurred in.
The bill founded on this resolution was 

read the second time.
SECURITY OF GUARANTEE COM

PANIES.
The bill to extend the right of taking 

security of guarantee companies (Mr. 
Mowat) was read the second time.

MECHANICS’ INSTITUTES.
The bill respecting the power of 

Mechanics' Institutes and Library Asso
ciations to deal with their real estate (Mr. 
Mowat), was read the second time.

Mr. MOWAT said the object of the 
bill was to remove a doubt as to the power 
of Mechanics’ Institutes to convey any 
real estate they might acquire.

SUPPLY.
Mr. WOOD moved the House again into 

Committee of Supply.
Mr. MEREDITH said that he had before 

pointed out that in the eleven years since 
Confederation there had been an increase 
■of c.ot more than 8160,000 in the revenue 
vf the Province. He had also directed atten
tion to the fact that the expenditure had 
gone on rapidly increasing from year to 
year, and that the ordinary expenditure 
had quite doubled since Confederation, 
having increased from §1,056,541 to §2,- 
109,925. He had also pointed out that 
ironi 1868 to 1871. the commencement to 
the end of the Government of Sandfield 
Macdonold, the ordinary expenditure had 
only increased at the rate of about 12 per 

cent-, while in the seven years of the pre
sent Administration it had increased 
70 per cent. In view of this 
enormous increase, and the declaration 
by the Treasurer that this increase 
must continue for years to come, it was ~ 
the bounden duty of the representatives of 
the people to look into this matter, and see 
if something could not be done to check 
the expenditure. If the present rate of 
increase continued, the expenditure would 
in 1883 reach §3,400,000, which would ex
ceed the revenue by one million. He had 
to complain of an unjust attempt on the 
part of the Government side of the House 
to fasten upon the Conservative 3ide of the 
House the responsibility of endeavouring 
to repeal the Confederation system. Now 
the Opposition had always contended that 
the maintenance of the Confederation sys
tem was absolutely necessary to the preser
vation of our connection with the mother 
country, and it was because of the contin
ual increase in the expenditure which hon. 
gentlemen opposite had incurred, that the 
existence of Confederation was imperilled. 
He did not desire again to go 
over the same ground, but he would 
have placed on record the view of his side 
of the House, and at the same time to 
place on the journals a declaration which 
would prevent the injustice of the attempt 
to fasten on the Conservative party a desire 
to repeal the Confederation. He therefore 
moved in amendment, seconded by Mr, 
Merrick :—

That ail the words after the word “that" in the 
motion be struck out and the following substituted 
therefor :—

Tile ordinary expenditure of the Province in
creased from $1,056,541 in the year 1863 to $1,173,- 
6JO in the year 1871 under the Administ ation of the 
late Mr. Sandfield Macdonald, being an increase at 
the rate of less than 12 per cent, for the four years, 
while tlie like expenditure has increased from $1,- 
173,650 in the year 1871 to $2,109,025 in the year 
1878 under the Administration of Mr. Blake and the 
present Administration, being an increase at the 
rate of more than 70 per cent, for tlie seven years.

That the ordinary revenue of the Province was 
$2,057,304 in the year 1868 and $2,217,583 in the year 
1878.

And that this House regards the continuous and 
rapid increase in the ordinary expenses of Govern
ment as excessive and unwise, especially in view of 
tlie almost stationary character of the revenue ; and 
is of opinion that unless more strict economy be ob- 
served in the general outlay of the Province, grave 
evils will speedily arise ; a resort to direct taxation 
in order to avoid tlie accumulation of a provincial 
debt bo rendered inevitable, and tiie existence of ‘ 
our present system of Federal Government im
perilled, a result which would be most disastrous to 
the best interests of the whole country.

Mr. MO WAT said the hon. gentleman 
omitted reference to certain details in re
gard to the expenditure which took the 
force from his arguments. A great portion 
of the expenditure characterized by the 
hon. gentleman as ordinary expenditure, 
was discretionary expenditure and need 
not recur, and was incurred because the 
Province had the funds in hand to meet it. 
If the Province had no superfluous funds, 
the expenditure would be confined to out
lays that were unavoidable. He argued 
that the increase in the cost of carrying on 
the Government departments was neces
sitated by the increase in the business of 
the country. He defended the past ex
penditure in immigration, and said the 
item was now reduced because, in view of 
the present distress in England, there 
would be a large spontaneous immigration 
this year. He claimed that no part of the 
expenditure incurred by the Government 
was extravagant, but wise and economical. 
It was a wiser policy to expend portions of 
the surplus in objects of benefit to the 
country than to hoard up the surplus. He 
contended, moreover, that one of the prin
cipal items of increase had been the in
demnity to members.

Mr. MERRICK said that the Treasurer 
in 1874 admitted that when Mr. Sandfield 
Macdonald went out of power there waBin 
hand §3,704,733, which with §2,732,551 
special trust funds, and §105,041 value of 
library at Ottawa, made §6,542,325 as the 
actual surplus. The Treasurer the other 
day claimed as his surplus §4,531,362. He 
contended that Mr. Sand field Macdonald had 
not rolled up his surplus by any abnormal 
receipts, whereas the present Government 
had accumulated their surplus out of ab
normal revenue, such as the sales of timber 
limits, &e. The Government, therefore, 
were not entitled to any credit for realizing 
money in this way. These abnormal 
revenues should be deducted from the Gov
ernment surplus, and if this were done, it 
would show that they had squandered the 
whole of the surplus of Mr. Sandfield 
Macdonald, and would be left with a bal
ance of §651,000. He proceeded to quote 
the receipts and expenditures from 1868 to 
1878, proving that the Government of Mr. 
Sandfield Macdonald never expended in 

excess of their receipts, and had also 
rolled up a surplus, while the Government 
had expended in excess of their normal 
revenue. He showed that during their seven 
years of office they increased the expenses 
of civil Government by §388,000, and this - 
was a head of expenditure directly under - 
the control of the Government. This was 
an increase of fifty per cent., while 
the increase under the four years of the ad
ministration of Mr. Macdonald was only 15 
per cent. For legislation, the increase for 
the four years of the Macdonald regime was 
10 per cent., and for the seven years of the 
Reform Government, 50 percent. For ad
ministration of justice, the respective in
creases were 5 against 40 per cent., and for 
Grown lands, 30 against 80 per cent. He 
denied the statement of the Attorney- 
General that the present Government had 
spent much larger sums in public buildings 
than the previous one, as the yearly aver
age expended in this way w as, frem 1868 to 
1871, §309,000, and from 1871 to 1878, 
§340,000, an excess in the annual average 
of only §40,000. He argued that of the 
money the Government claimed to have 
handed back to the people, the grants for 
education were the only items that were 
directly returned to the public. He at
tacked the Government for their ex
travagance in salaries and contingencies, 
which were disbursements directly under 
their control. He quoted figures showing 
that the expenditure for salaries and con
tingencies in the different departments had 
largely increased from 1371 to 1878, and 
urged a reduction, which, if the Govern
ment moved, he would support. (Cheers.)

Mr. BAXTER insinuated that Senator 
Macpherson expected to be rewarded for 
his services to the Conservative party in writ
ing these pamphlets, by being appointed 
the next Lieutenant-Governor. He pro
ceeded to say he was prepared to defend 
the Government in the increases they had 
made. He contended that they were par
ticularly entitled to credit for the educa
tional assistance given the country. He 
believed it was not possible to cut down 
the items for education and maintenance of 
public buildings. He considered the exist
ence of the surplus a proof that the Province 
was in a sound financial position. In refer
ring to the increase of the salaries of the 
officials, he asserted that the Opposition 
had concurred in these increases at the 
time they were voted. He condemned the 
proposition of the leader of the Opposition

to assist our young men to Settle. on out 
waste lands, as unsound, and likely to be 
received with great opposition from those 
settlers who had paid for their lands and 
developed them without Government aid.

Mr. FRASER charged the Opposition 
with introducing buncombe resolutions, 
and if he were outside the House, and on a 
public platform, he would be tempted to 
use vewv strong language to characterize 
their conduct. The present amendment 
was also buncombe, because the facts set 
forth on its face did not square with the 
public accounts. He contended that the 
figures given in the amendment were in
correct, and was speaking in support of that 
contention, when, it being six o’clock,

Mr. Speaker left the chair.
ATter Recess.

Mr. FRASER resumed his speech. He 
contended that the amendment was a 

I motion of want of confidence, and con
veyed inaccurate statements and . in
correct figures. He thought it would have 
been more fait and more manly to have 
given notice of this amendment, as it was 
one necessitating a direct vote, and time 
should have been given the Government to 
answer the accusations therein made. The 
term “ ordinary expenditure” used in the 

i amendment should have included all the ex
penditure under the appropriations of the 
year, and not expended under special funds; 
and as it did not do so, it was calculated to 
mislead the people, for the real ordinary 
expenditures of 1868 and 1871 were much 
larger than set down in the amendment. 
Had the proper figures been quoted, the 
ordinary expenditure for 1871 should have 
been put down at §1,800,000 but to have 
admitted this would have told in favour of 
the Government. The leader of the Op
position had “lugged into” his amend
ment the phantom of direct tax
ation, and stated that the ex
penditure would, in 1883, reach three 
millions and a half. He (Mr. Fraser) 

- was curious enough to know by v. hat abs
truse calculation he had arrived at this 
figure. Surely he must have calculated that 
the indemnity to members and the salaries



to Ministers would be increased every 
year. The hon. member for London could 
not have believed in his heart that the ex
penditure would reach the amount stated 
in 1873. With one exception, the whole 
expenditure of the Government was con
trollable. The Government might shut up 
its public buildings, stop the educational 
grants, refuse to construct colonization 
roads, if the idea was to save so much 
money and shut it up in the public chest. 
The railway aid might have been refused, 
and also the settlement of the municipal 
loan. AU these matters could be con
trolled, and, that being the case, there was 
no possibility of direct taxation. The only 
services that must go on were civil govern
ment and legislation. He would like the 
Opposition to name a single public institu
tion that could be dispensed with.

Mr. CREIGHTON—The School of Tech
nology.

Mr. FRASER said that institution was 
inaugurated by Mr. Sandfield Macdonald, 
and was carried on on the same plan, only 
on an improved and enlarged scale.

Mr. BELL— How many mechanics attend 
the School ’

Mr. FRASER said if the hon. gentleman 
had a notice of his questions on the paper 
he woidd get the information. (Cries of 
Oh ! oh !) If the Opposition were not pre
pared to name a single institution they 
would be willing to dispense with, how could 
they consistently attack’ the Government 
for the expenditure in connection with 
them. The extra expenditure between 
1871-8 was mainly due to the extra institu
tions now existing, but the Opposition gave 
the Government no credit for this or for 
the extra expenditure on colonization 
roads, the cost of which would otherwise 
have fallen upon the people. He contend
ed that all financial comparisons should be 
made from the year 1874, as in 1875 the 
people declared at the polls they were satis
fied with the expenditure of the Govern
ment previous to that year. Now, in 1874, 
the total expenditure was $2,342,178, and 
in 1878 $2,408,534, an increase of $60,000. 
According to the member for London’s 
method of calculation, this increase would 
amount in four years, in 1883, to a million. 
He then proceeded to compare the expendi
tures under each head for the year 1874 
and 1878, and claimed that in most in
stances the increases were small, while in 
some instances there were decreases. 
Where the increases were large, they were 
jnstifiableandin the interestsof the country. 
In referri. g to the expenditure on immigra
tion, he said he failed to see how the Op
position could attack this, seeing that they 
had prophesied that good times were com
ing as the result of the National Policy, 
and if that were true, what better field 
could there be for the immigrant than this 
country. The increases from l§74 to 1878 
were as follows:—Administration of Jus
tice, $86,995 ; Education, $68,612 ; Asy
lums, $196,378 ; Agriculture, Arts, $10,- 
590 ; Charities and Hospitals, $27,653 ; 
Miscellaneous, $61,563 ; total, $451,791. 
The decreases were:—Civil Government, 
$500 ; Legislation, $50,000 ; Immigration, 
sl02,000 ; Public Works and Buddings, 
$110,000 ; Colonization Hoads, $5,000 ; 
Crown Lands, $8,459 ; which with the re
funds made a total of $384,799, so that the 
total increase in expenditure had been 
$66,242. He next compared the estimates 
for the years 1875 and 1879, and said that 
in 1875 the Government asked $2,187,657, 
and for 1879, $2,287,075, or an increase of 
only $100,000. He detied the Opposition 
to single out any item for 1879 which 
could be reduced.

Mr. SCOTT, after dilating upon the 
importance of the motion before fjjie House, 
showed that its introduction was justified 
by precedent both in the English House of 
Commons and in the Dominion House of 
Canada. Mr. Gladstone submitted a simi
lar resolution in substance in a motion for 
going into Committee of Supply in the 
English House of Commons, and the Re
form party at Ottawa also took a similar 
course a few years ago. The Commissioner 
of Public Works had characterised the 
amendment as buncombe in default of good 
arguments to meet it. He (Mr. Scott) 
found that even after deducting the items 
that the hon. gentleman contended should 
have been deducted from the comparison 
of the expenditure of 1871-8, the percent
age of increase estimated by the hon. mem
ber for London was within the mark. The 
Commissioner of Public M erks had stated 
that it would have been a fair basis and 
comparison to have selected the years 
1874-8. The contention was somewhat

unreasonable, seeing that the Opposition 
took the ground that the Government had 
unduly exceeded the proper expenditure in 
1874. The Government could not escape 
from their dilemma by comparing them
selves in 1874 with themselves in 1878. 
(Hear, hear.) The argument that the 
people by returning the Government to 
power in 1875 had endorsed their previous 
policy was worth little, seeing that they 
came back to office with a reduced ma
jority. He fancied that the Government 
had made an apparent reduction in the 
estimates of the controllable expenditure 
because they were on the eve of an election. 
He proceeded to point out that in 1874 the 
then Treasurer prophesied that the 
ordinary expenditure would be 
within $1,800,000, and that it 
already exceeded that amount.

kept 
had 
He 

also pointed out that the present Treasurer, 
in his statement, had led the people to 
make an unfair comparison between the 
surplus left by Sandtield Macdonald and 
that of the Government. He showed that 
irrespective of abnormal receipts the pre
sent Government had only $79,307, 
as the excess of their ordina’ y 
receipts over their ordinary expen
diture in eight years, while Mr. 
Sandfield Macdonald had accumulated, as 
the excess of ordinary receipts over ex
penditure, $3,810,000. He concluded by 
showing that the hon. member for Lon
don’s estimate of what the expenditure 
would reach in 1883, at the present ratio of 
increase, was a reasonable one.

Mr. CURRIE endeavoured to show that 
the Conservative party were at one time 
opposed to a federal union. In referring to 
the expenditure of the Province, he said 
the Opposition had never objected to most 
of the items when they were being voted 
upon, and he fancied it would be a long 
time before direct taxation would have to 
be resorted to.

Mr. ROSS moved the adjournment of 
the debate. Carried.

The House adjourned at 11.10 p.m.

THE ORANGE BILLS.
Incorporation Before the Pri

vate Bills Committee.

The Government Still Opposing the 
Measure—> lews ot the Member for Nor
folk on the Orange Order—The Bills 
Thrown Out.

February 11. 
incorporation of the 
came up before the

The bills for the 
Orange Association 
Private Bills Committee thisffiorning, Hon. 
Mr. Fraser presiding.

Mr. Merrick, in introducing the mea
sures, pointed out wherein the General 
Act was not applicable to the Orange body, 
one point in particular being the expense 
wf incorporation under it. There were, he 
Said, some l,600or l,S00 Orange lodges and 
the cost of incorporating under the General 
Act would be $7 or $8 each, while under 
the Special Act the expense, beyond 'the 
•cost of legislation, would be nil. Another 
point in favour of tho Special Act was that 
attached to it was a model deed by 
means of which any lodge eould get a 
conveyance of its property without expense. 
This deed was wanting in the general act. 
The Government and the House had, he 
said, admitted that the Orange body was 
entitled to an act of incorporation in the 
General Benevolent Bill, and the Attorney- 
General himself, in a speech Which he 
made on the floor of the House, stated that 
the General Benevolent Bill was intended 
to afford facilities for the incorpoiation, 
cheaply and efficiently, of the Orange and 
other bodies. Under these circumstances 
he hoped the bill would pass.

The Chairman called for the yeas and 
Bays,

Mr. Lauder asked the chairman not to 
be hasty in calling for a vote, and the 
Committee net to be so hurried as to give a 
decision on the question without first con
sidering it. He strongly supported the in
corporation measure, his view being that the 
Orange body had as much right to incor
poration as any ether organization in the 
country. Beyond that, he believed the 
people wished to see incorporation granted. 
If party feeling had been excluded from 
the consideration of the matter incorpora
tion would have been granted long ago. 
But it had been opposed, evidently on 
party grounds, and, judging from the con

duct of supporters ot tne government, it 
was evident that the Government intended 
to continue its opposition to the measure.

Mr. Parkhill said he was sorry to think 
that the bill was going to be killed again, 
in spite of the fact that not only the Or
angemen, but the electors of this Province 
—Roman Catholics as well as Protestants 
—wished’to see it passed. Why was such 
a simple act of justice denied the Orange
men ? It was only on part}' grounds, cer
tainly, and it was a great pity that the 
Chairman (Mr. Frazer,) who was also a 
member of the Government, had such a 
harsh feeling, and had so many harsh 
words against the Orange body. If the 
bills could not be passed now the electors 
at the ballot boxes would express their 
opinion favourable to them. (Applause.)

The Chairman said the Government 
could defend itself oh the floor of the 
House as it had done before.

' Mr. MoBris said this was the first op
portunity he had had of supporting these 
tills, and he would support them now 
tnost willingly. It was unfortunate that 
this matter had been Agitated so long. 
The right of incorporation had been already 
decided by the Legislature, and that hav
ing been granted why could not the so
cieties be allowed to incorporate in the 
manner most desirable to themselves ? The 
denial of this measure of justice had been 
a fruitful source of irritation, and the pas
sage of the bills would, he believed, re
move that irritation. He would support 
the bills, and in doing so he would simply 
state that he was not, and he ne\ er had 
been, a member of any secret society. Still 
the Society under consideration should be 
allowed to incorporate just As any other 
society should be given the same right. 
(Hear, hear.)

Mr. Clarke (Norfolk) regretted that 
the House should be pestered year after 
year with this matter—and only for selfish 
reasons. The question had been settled in 
the House already, and why should not the 
rejection of the bills at a former session, 
satisfy their promoters, and decide them 
Hot to introduce them again. On one oc
casion he voted for the second reading of 
the bills in order that the objects and aims 
■af the Orange body should be discussed in 
the House. And what was the history of 
that body ’ Its history had been one of 
murder and bloodshed (applause from the 
Ministerialists) ; its history had been one of 
hatred and bigotry. It had set the inhabi
tants of the land one against the other, and 
it had carried with it in its principles and 
practice, firebrands, arrows and death. 
(Laughter and Ministerial applause.) Any 
gentleman who had lived to the years he 
had lived need only to look back to the his
tory of Montreal to know that the history 
of Orangeism there was recorded in blood. 
The passage of the bills would only lead to 
the setting of one class of the people 
against the other, and would tend to the 
continuation of a society which the Lords 
in Council, and the Kings and Queens of 
our country had prohibited from ever en
tering the army or navy of the country ; a 
society which had been found to be so full 
of injustice, and so full of hatred and 
malice, that it should not be engrafted 
among our institutions. For his part he 
would vote for the prohibition of the incor
poration of any foreign political society, 
and “God forbid that these Orange bills 
should pass.” (Applause from the Minis
terial members.)

Mr. Wilson stated that the Orange 
bills were introduced every session for 
political purposes alone.

Mr. Parkhill said there were no poli
tics in the bill.

Mr. Broder said the Orange bills had 
been once passed by the House, and it was 
the opposition to them that made them so 
frequent a subject of agitation. He was 
sorry to hear so usually well informed a 
member as Mr. Clarke maligning the char
acter of the Orange body, and stating that 
its record was unbecoming any organiza
tion. He (Mr. Broder) claimed that fhe 
opposition to these bills had led to troubles 
which might have been averted, and urged 
that they should now be passed.

Mr. Clarke—And perpetuate the evil.
Mr. Broder said the Committee really 

eould not say that the Society should not 
exist. The Ministerial members of the 
Committee had not acted irrespective of the 
Government in this matter, for if the Gov
ernment had not opposed the bills they 
would, no doubt, have been passed long 
ago. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. Sinclair briefly defended the Gov
ernment.

The vote was then taken, and the bills 
were lost on a division of 16 to 25.

The following was the vote : —

is cS fl o * a a r? a



ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

THIO SESSION

Wednesday, February 12.
The Speaker took the chair at three 

o’clock.
Prayers were said by the Rev. Mr. Sil

cox.
ORANGE INCORPORATION.

Several petitions in favour of the Orauge 
Incorporation bills Were presented hy Mr. 
Merrick.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
Mr. FRASER presented the eighth report 

-of the Committee on Private Bills, which 
svas adopted.

Mr. CROOKS presented the sixth report 
of the Railway Committee, which was 
adopted.

Mr. DEROCHE presented the second 
report of the Printing Committee, Which 
was adopted.
PRINTING OF THE PUBLIC AC

COUNTS AND REPORTS.
Mr. CREIGHTON moved “ that, in the 

•opinion of this House, it would be in the 
public interest to have the Public Accounts 
and Departmental Reports printed as soon 
■as possible after the expiration of the years 
So which they relate, and to have the same 
■■circulated immediately upon being printed, 
Whether the House shall be in session at 
such time or not; and that it be an instruc
tion to the Committee on Printing to con
sider and report on the best method of ac
complishing this end.” He said it 
weuld be remembered that last 
•session he moved a similar resolution, but 
at the request of the non. member for 
South Simcoe he had allowed it to stand 
over. It was only this session, however, 
that the public accounts of 1877 had been 
brought down. He desired to have greater 
•expedition observed in bringing down the 
iraolio accounts. He proceeded to show 
from 1871, for several years, the public ac
counts were brought down very early in 
the ensuing year ; but that latterly, and 
especially the public accounts of the year 
5 877 were not brought down till this ses- 
®ion. In 1S71 there was only six clerks in 
the department, but in 1877 the number 
•consisted of no less than eleven. He ob
served that the Government had intimated 
its ietention to change the financial year; 
bst they had no guarantee that if the 
financial year were changed the meeting of 
the House might not also be changed. He 
observed that in the month of January a 
large number of important public meetings 
were held, and consequently, in his 
• ■•pinion, the month of January was not 
the most convenient time for the 
•meeting of the Legislature. He also 
(pointed out that, as the session of the On
tario Legislature was held during the 
•meeting of the Dominion Parliament, much 
•inconvenience was experienced by the 
■members as well as by the press, whose 
staff had to be divided. He contended 
that if the Public Accounts were sent out 
to the members as soon as they were print
ed, they ceuld be studied by the members 
at their homes, and also by the press, 
which took even a greater interest in them 
than the members of the House. He also 
complained of the tardy way in which the 
education report had been brought down. 
He felt satisfied that people lost interest in 
the reports when they were over a year 
old. Ho did not think it was too strong 
language to say that it was absurd that im
portant documents should be kept in the 
office of the Clerk for a year after being 
printed before they were distributed. His 
-chief object in offering the resolution was 
to get the Public Accounts into the hands 
of members as soon as possible after they 
were printed, in order that they might be 
thoroughly studied before the meeting of 
the ensuing session.

Mr. SINCLAIR said that no doubt it 
would have been a great convenience to the 
members of the House if the reports of the 
Public Accounts were distributed 
mure promptly : but he thought 
the intimation of the Government 
that in future they would be brought down 
as early as possible after the opening of the 
House should satisfy the members, He, 
therefore, moved in amendment, seconded 
by Mr. Finlayson, in effect, that while it 
was desirable that the accounts should be 
distributed as soon as possible after being 
printed still that present system would

satisfy members, provided the public ac
counts of the session should be distributed 
as early as possible at the succeeding' ses
sion.

Mr. WOOD admitted the justice of 
the course of the mover of the resolution, 
but he promised an improvement in future; 
and consequently he thought the House 
ought to be satisfied with the amendment. 
He pointed out the difficulty experienced 
in collecting and preparing details, and 
hoped that no further complaint would be 
necessary.

Mr. WILLIS aud Mr. LAUDER ex- 
pressed a desire that the public accounts 
should be distributed more promptly in 
future.

Mr. MERRICK said that theamendment 
of his hon. friend did not compel the Gov
ernment to furnish the public accounts of 
1878 until after the elections this year.

Mr. FRASER—Are you sure you will be 
returned at the next elections ?

Mr. MERRICK thought that if the hon. 
Commissioner of Public Works was as sure 
of his election he ought be satisfied. (Hear, 
hear.) He desired to learn from the hon. 
Treasurer whether he intended to convey 
to the House that the Public Accounts of 
1878 would be presented this year, and be
fore the ensuing elections ?

Mr. WOOD did not think that such an 
inference could be conveyed from his re
marks. He merely promised that in future 
the Public Accounts should be brought 
down more promptly than heretofore.

Mr. CREIGHTON-Just so ; but the ex
planation by the hon. Treasurer was as un
satisfactory as it could be ; and he trusted 
that an effort would be made to compel the 
Government to distribute the Public Ac
counts of 1878 before the next general elec
tions. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. MEREDITH moved in amendment 
to the amendment that the following be 
added after the. word ‘ ‘relate” in the original 
notice, “ that in the opinion of this House 
it is also desirable that the Public Accounts 
and details for 1878 be in the hands of the 
people before the ensuing general elec
tions.”

Mr. FRASER characterised this amend
ment as an absurd addition to the motion, 
which related to the distribution of the ac
counts and reports among the members of 
the House. The hon. member for London 
proposed in effect that ever}’ elector should 
receive a copy of the public accounts. 
After the House rose there would be no 
Parliament till after the general elections, 
and to whom were the papers to be sent. 
As io the educational report, it could not 
be laid before the House till a year after 
tii" year to which it related, as the trustees 
did not send in their reports till the end of 
each year. The proposition of the member 
for London would set aside the time- 
honoured practice which required that these 
returns should first be laid before the House 
before going to the country.

Mr. CREIGHTON failed to see the force 
of the objection. To whom would the 
Government send the Ontario Gazette and 
other papers printed after the close of the 
session, if not to the present mem
bers ? He considered that the people were 
entitled to know what had been done with 
their money. He invited the Government 
to say what harm would follow from the 
carrying of the proposition of the member 
for London.

Mr. DEACON said it was strange that 
the Treasurer had not spoken against this 
motion if he intended to oppose it, and 
that the Premier had not foreshadowed his 
policy in regard to this matter. It was 
strange that the Commissioner of Public 
Works had been left to dictate the Gov
ernment policy. No. man in his senses 
would suppose that it was intended by the 
motion that a copy of the accounts should 
be sent to every elector. The Government 
had contended that by the elections of 1875 
the people had endorsed their financial 
policy up to 1874, and if they were return
ed to power after the next elections they 
might maintain that their financial policy 
for 1878 had been endorsed, although the 
amounts for this year wonld not be in the 
possession of the people it the House voted 
down the amendment, as they were urged 
to do by the Commissioner of Public 
'Works.

Mr. CURRIE could not see that harm 
would result from the passing of the 
motion of the hon. member for North 
Grey, and he was surprised that it had 
provoked discussion, or had required 
amending. He contended that the Govern
ment members required to have the ac
counts before the close of the session just 
as urgently as the members of the Op
position. (Hear, heat.) He could not vote.

therefore, against the amendment of the 
hon. member for London. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. MO WAT said that the Opposition 
had always failed to establish anything 
against the Government from the Public 

j Accounts which they could not establish 
from the abstract of receipts and expendi
ture. He agreed with the member for 
Welland, that if the accounts could 
be brought down at an early 
date, the advantage gained would be 
on the side of the Government. 
He maintained, and had always done so, 
that reports to the House should be first 
brought down to the House. He argued 
that the detailed accounts were not neces
sary to enable the people to judge of what 
had been done with their money, as the 
abstract supplied was much more useful 
lor purposes of public information, and 
practically it contained a great amount of 
details in regard to the expenditure, and 
all the public would care to know about. 
Even when the Opposition were supplied 
with the details, they did not use them, 
but referred to the abstract, and dealt 
with the aggregate sums for the purpose of 
attacking the Government. In referring to 
the proposition of the hon, member for 
London, he said if it meant anything it 

meant that the Government should defer 
the elections till the accounts were 
printed, as it was not possible to 
say how long after the session it would 
take to prepare these accounts. As to the 
bringing down reports *tnd details when the 
House was not in session, such a proceed
ing would be a violation of constitutional 
practice. He might say that tlie Govern
ment would in future endeavour to ap
portion the financial year, so that the ac
counts for one year might be brought down 
the first session Of the ensuing year.

Mr. MORRIS though it highly desirable 
that the House should be put in possession 
of the fullest information in regard to the 
expenditure of the year when it came to 
deal with the supplies for the ensuing year. 
He was glad to learn that the Government 
had decided to adopt that course, hnd that 
the House in future have the 'details in re
gal'd to the expenditure for the year pre
vious to the estimates they would be called 
to consider. The Premier had said 
that the details would be of no 
advantage to the country, and the Govern
ment even intended to force the Opposi
tion the other day into a discussion on 
matters of supply for the ensuing year be
fore the abstract was supplied. If it were 
true that the details were of little service, 
why did the Government think it neces
sary to give minute details on paper No. 3 
of the abstract ’ He thought that in view 
of the ensuing elections, it was important 
that the people should be supplied with I 
the fullest information ill regard to the 
transactions of their servants the Govern
ment. It was important that Reformers 
should have this information for use when 
going to the country. As to the objection 
that these details and reports would have 
to be sent to every elector in the country, 
that was not a valid one, as there were 
certain officials throughout the country to 
whom these papers would be sent who 
would disseminate the information among 
the people. He felt that there was no 
practical difficulty in the way of placing 
the House in possession of this informa
tion before the session closed, and he 
trusted the Government would accede to 
the demand.

The amendment to the amendment was 
then put, and lost on the following divi
sion:—

Yeas- Messrs. Baker, Barr, Bell, Boulter, Broder, 
Brown,Calvin, Code, Coutts. Creighton, Currie, Deacon 
Flesher, Grange, Harkin, Kean, Lauder. Long, Mc
Dougall, Meredith, Merrick, Monk, Morris, Mostyn, 
O’Sullivan, Parkhill, Preston, Richardson, Rosevear, 
Seott, Tooley, White and Wills—33

Nays—Messrs. Appleby, Ballantyne, Baxter, Bishop, 
Chisholm, Clarke (Norfolk), Clarke (Wellington), 
Cole, Crooks, Deroche, Ferris, Finlayson, Fraser, 
Gibson, Graham, Grant, Harcourt, Hardy, Hargraft, 
Hay, Hunter, Lane, Lyon (Algoma), Lyon (Halton, 
McCraney, Me Laws, McLeod, McMahon, Massie, 
Master, Mowat, Pardee, Paxton, Robinson, Ross, 
Sexton, Sinclair, Snetsinger, Springer, Striker, 
Watterworth, Widdifield, Williams, Wilson and 
Wood—45.

Mr. SINCLAIR’S amendment to the 
main motion was then declared carried 
without a division.

CENTRAL PRISON.
Mr. BELL moved the.following order of 

the House for a return showing : - -
— ]. The first date of the admission of a prisoner

named Collingwood to the Central Prison ; the date 
of his first discharge therefrom, ami the length of 
time he was employed thereafter his lint inc>rcera- 
t on, stating emolument received therefor, and what 
money received from Goveruniefit after said first



i.<< ar--eration, and wny ne received it. -• ,*ne aue 
of admission to the Provincial Penitentiary, and 
wlut was the nature of the crime for whith he was 
sent there. 3. The date of Collingweod’s ’ncarcera- 
tion in the Central Prison for a second term, and 
upon what charge; the length of time he served, 
a id when said term oxpired ; how long he was em- 
ploytd by the Government after expiration of said

■ terin, and what he was employed at ; what re-
■ numeration he received ; the copy of any railway 

piss to Hamilton which he received; and the ex
pense of his board charge 1 to the Government dur
ing the time ne was working at prison after his 
discharge.

Also, the date when a prisoner named John James 
Morris’was incarcerated in the Central Prison ; upon 
what charge ; for what time ; when bis term of 
imprisonment expired ; how long he was afterwards 
employed by the Government; what was the nature of kid employment, and when discharged from em
ployment ; what emolument he received, and for 
u hat time he had free access to the Central Prison 

' premises during his employment.
Also the date when a prisoner r amed Robert 

Parkinson or l’arkson was incarcerated in the Cen
tral Prison ; upon what charge he was imprisoned ; 
when discharged therefrom, and how long after his 
release he was engaged in connection with the Cen
tral Prison as clerk or in any other capacity ; what 
emolument he received, and for what reason dis
charged.

Xlso the date a person named Win. Welsh was 
iuiDrisoned in the Central Prison ; up >n what 
ciiarse ; when discharged ; how long he was em- 
nloved by the authorities of the Prison after his 
time espired ; in what capacity and when he was 
discharged from said employ.

Also, the names of any other ex-prispliers eui- 
vloved in connection with the Central Prison , how 
long, and in what capacity, and the emolument re- 
ceivetl.

In ottering the resolution, the mover 
stated that he had offered it as nearly as 
possible in the same language which had 
appeared in The Matt "shortly after the 
matter was recently before the House. He 
simply desired ’information on this subject 
in order that it might be ascertained 
whether ex-convicts have been employed 
in the Central Prison, and occupying seats 
at the desk side by side with honest men. 
He held that possibly the tires which oc
curred at the. Prison had been caused by 
the ex-convicts. He contended that it was 
highly improperto employ such persons as 
foremen over honest men. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. WOOD took issue with the lion, 
member for West Toronto, and he con
tended that if prisoners had been well be
haved in prison, they should very properly 
be employed in the prison after they had 
satislied the demands of the law. He was 
not prepared to say that ex-convicts had not 
been employed, but he agreed with the 
hon member for West Toronto that it was 
not right to appoint such persons as fore
men over those who had never been con
victed of any crime. He might say, how- 
ever that he had no objection to the reso
lution, and the order would be brought 
down as soon as possible.

Mr DEACON said that a letter had ap- 
iieareil in T/«! Mail of the 4th Inst., in 
which it was clearly hinted that tne tires 
at the prison were traceable to the employ
ments of these ex convicts in the prison.

Mr HARDY explained that irom the in
formation which he had obtained from the 
Inspector, it was clear that the parties 
employed at the Central Prison after then- 
term of imprisonment had ended, were per
mitted in this way to earn a little to enable 
them to get along after leaving the mstitu-

The motion was then carried unani
mously.

THE PARIS EXPOSITION.
Mr. MASSIE moved an order of the 

House for copies of the reports trom .. r. 
J Korman, as commissioner at the laris 
Exposition of 1878. Carried.

It being six o’clock, the House rose.
After Recess.

PRIVATE BILLS.
The following bills were advanced a 

’UTo eWend the powers of the Hand-in- 
Hand Mutual Fire Insurance 1 ompany.— 
MR^pec«ng the Brockville Mutual Build- 

‘"^cHnTA^Yrnkville Loop Line

»< J-
st Catharines, and to amend the several 
Acts relating to the Water Works of said 
„i*v_ Mr. Meredith. .
' To extend the limits of the Lown 
Walkerton.— Mr. Sinclair.

To incorporate the Waterloo Welling
ton and Georgian Bay Railway Company. 

_To incorporate the Grey and Walkerton

"L.IAW-”!1™’-

To amend the boundary lines of the 
Town of Ingersoll.—Mr. Crooks.

Respecting the Whitby and Bobeaygeon 
Railway Extension Company.—Mr. Pax
ton.

Respecting the Whitby, Port Perry and 
Lindsay Railway Company.—Mr. Paxton.

To incorporate the Windsor and Essex 
Centre Railway Company.—Mr. White.

To legalize a certain by-law of the Town 
of Strathroy.—Mr. Hay.

Respecting Billing’s Bridge, and to legal
ize the conveyance thereof to the Ottawa 
and Gloucester Road Company.—Mr. Monk.

Respecting the Walkerton School lands. 
—Mr. Sinclair.

To empower the trustees under a deed of 
Trust made between Thomas Keenan, of 
the Town of Lindsay, and others, to sell 
certain land therein mentioned.—Mr. Wil
son.

RAILWAY SCRIP.
Mr. WOOD’S bill to authorise the issu

ing of scrip for railway grants in certain 
cases was passed through the Committee of 
the Whole.

GUARANTEE COMPANIES.
The bill to extend the right of 

taking security of Guarantee Companies 
(Mr. Mowat) was passed through the Com
mittee of the Whole without amendment.

SUPPLY.
The debate in Mr. Meredith’s amend

ment to the motion for going into Com
mittee of Supply was resumed.

Mr. ROSS contended that the figures 
given in the hon. member for London’s 
amendment were incorrect. He found by 
reference to the public accounts that the 
ordinary expenditure of 1868 after deduct
ing the item public works and buildings, 
was .$1,043,000 and not $1,056,000. He 
found that there were several exceptional 
items which the hon. member had omitted 
to deduct from the ordinary ex
penditure of 1868, and the omission 
was made so as to enable the hon. gentle
man to make out that the increase for 1871 
over 1868 was only twelve per cent. Then 
there were several items he had deducted 
from 1871 he had failed to deduct from 
the expenditure of 1878. He (Mr. Ross) 
charged the hon. member with having in
tentionally cooked his figures to suit his 
motion. He contended, moreover, that it 
was all nonsense to endeavour to prove 
that there had been extravagance by com- i 

paring the expenditure of different years. 
The proper inethod would have been to 
have taken the details of separate heads of 
expenditure, and by analysing them to 
shew extravagance. At any rate, if any 
comparison were attempted, the items to 
be deducted should be all sums distributed 
among miipicipalities and to railways. 
Adopting this method, he found that 
the total expenditure for 1868 was 
$1,182,389, and in 1871 $1,816,867.
In neither of these years was there 
any expenditure for railway aid or 
municipal distribution. The difference 
was $634,478, which, divided by four, 
would give an annual increase of $158,619, 
or an increase of 54 per cent, between 
1868 and 1871. The total expenditure in 
1378 was $2,902,000, from which deduct
ing $232,000 for railway aid and $108,171 
surplus distribution, left $2,561,688, or an 
increase of only $144,820 over 1871. 
Dividing this by seven, they had an an
nual increase of $106,403 as compared 
with $158,619, the annual increase under 
the Macdonald Administration, or a per
centage of only 44 per cent, as against 54 
per cent. (Laughter.) The only proper 
way in which to find out whether there 
bad been extravagance, Was to go into par
ticulars. He then proceeded to contend 
that if the present Government had been 
as extravagant as that of Sandfield Mac
donald during his foul- years admin'ist'ra- 
tion, the present annual expenditure would 
be $2,927,000 instead of $2,561,000 ; and 
if the present Government were to pro
ceed in the same ratio as Sandfield Mac- 
donald’s Administration when 1885 was 
reached, the annual expenditure would be 
$4,037,000. But he had to confess that in 
his opinion comparisons were useless. 
(Laughter.) He then proceeded to con
tend that the Opposition was responsible 
for a good deal of the expenditure under 
the heading—The Administration of Jus
tice, Education, Arts and Agriculture, 
Hospitals and Charities, and he challenged 
the Opposition to take up one single item 
and discuss it upon its merits.

Mr. BAXTER-Does the lion, gentle
man maintain that the item of $1,500 paid 
Mr. McCandless should be justified ’

Mr. ROSS wiBhed it clearly to ne under
stood that he was comparing the expendi
ture of 1871 and 1878 ; but, of course, if 
he were to refer to some items of expendi
ture during the intervening years, he 
might discover items which, perhaps, 
could not be justified. (Hear, hear.) 
Alluding to the extra expenditure for the f 
maintenance of lunatic asylums lie held 
that it was in consequence of the admission 
of an increased number of insane persons. 
He held, also, that the deaf, dumb, and 
blind, and the prisoners in the Central 
Prison and Reformatory at Penetangui- 
shene were maintained at a cheaper rate 
per head in 1878 than in 1871. The Agri
cultural College was originated by the 
Hon. Sanlield Macdonald, and consequently 
the Opposition was responsible for the cost 
of its maintenance. After alluding to the 
cost of maintaining the School of Practical 
Science, he said that all the items of which 
he had spoken showed a total increase of 
$713,335, and he challenged the Opposition 
to point to a single dollar which was un
necessary. (Laughter).

Mr. MORRIS said that throughout tho 
whole debate it had never been denied by 
anyone that the expenditure had largely 
increased, and the supporters of the Gov
ernment had confined themselves to at
tempts to defend the increase. The Oppo
sition, on the other hand, Contended that 
the increases were unjustifiable, and would 
necessitate a resort to direct taxation if con
tinued. One line of defence adopted was 
that the Government were merely the in
heritors of the acts of the Sandlield Mac
donald Government, and were carrying out 
their policy, and were not responsible for 
the result. He held that the Government 
were just as responsible for carrying out 
the policy of Mr. Sandfield Macdonald as 
if they had initiated it, because they had 
always the power of refusing to carry it 
out. Another defence was that the Oppo
sition were jointly .responsible, because 
they did not attack certain items, but 
had contrasted aggregate expenditures. 
He thought the member for London 
bad conclusively shown that the 
course taken by him was constitutional 
and proper. The opinion of the H.-,use was 
asked when a question of vital importance 
to the country, viz., in regard to the rapid 
increase of expenditure, which, if con
tinued in the same ratio, must involve 
us in disaster. The Premier admitted the 
increase, justified it, and said it must con
tinue. He (Mr. Morris) contended in that 
case the result would be that in a few years 
the Government would have but two 
courses open to them, direct taxation and 
the borrowing of money. This was a grave 
issue, which demanded the attention of the 
people. He showed that the Treasurer, in 
making his budget, had not put the ease 
fairly, and that there was an actual ex- 
penditure beyond the receipts of the large 
sum of $647,960, or half a million more than 
put down by the Treasurer. In comparing 
the expenditure for 1871 and 1878 he 
showed that the expenditure for 1878, 
after deducting the expenditure of public 
works and buildings and on special funds 
was $2,068,393, and in 1871 $1,223,009,’ 

; giving an increase for 1878 of $835,238.
At this rate of increase, it would not be 
many years before the Province would be 
plunged in difficulties. He went on to 
refer to the letter written by the Minister 
of Education, charging the Conservative 
party with desiring a Legislative Union, 
and to make Ontario again enslaved to the 
other Provinces. He repudiated the 
charge, and showed that it was owing to 
the Conservative party that Confederation 
had been accomplished and British con
nection maintained. (Applause.)

Mr. MEREDITH, in reply to the re
marks of the member for Huron, said that 
gentleman had asserted that he had delib
erately falsified the figures he had quoted in 
his amendment. If the Inn. member in- 
tended to convey that impression, he (Mr 
Meredith) would say that were such a 
charge made outside the House, he would 
call the person making it a slanderer. He 
defended the absolute correctness of his 
figures merely admitting that there might 
be a difference of opinion as to the way he 
had employed them in making comparisons, 
bo far from his statement having been 
made up unfavourably to the Government 
the contrary was the case, for he had 
omitted to take from the expenditure of 
18/1 a sum of 79,636 on immigration, which 
,"aic°£a “Fr'' character. »nd did not appear 
ni 1668, He concluded by answering the 
objections of the hon. member for Huron 
to his amendment, showing them to be 
groundless.

Mr. LAUDER pointed out that in past 
years when the Opposition attacked single 
items of expenditure, the Government ob-
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jected that such a course was contemptible, 
and challenged the Opposition to deal with 
aggregate sums. Now that his hon. friend 
for London had attacked the Government 
for their expenditures in matters of a gen
eral character, the hon. member for West 
Huron complained that no items were given. 
He was, however, willing to oblige that 
gentleman with items to which objection 
had been taken, and he proceeded to enu
merate various details of the expenditures, 
such as those on immigration and advertis
ing, which had been attacked as indefensi
ble. He proceeded to refer to the Crown 
Lands Department, and stated that the 
gentlemen on the other side had thrown 
much if not all of the blame of the increased 
expenditure on the shoulders of the Hon. 
Senator Scott, who, it would be remem
bered, strengthened the Government at the ■ 
time he was connected with it; and he ad
vised hon. members on the other side of 
the House not to trifle with Mr. Scott’s 
name, as that gentleman was not likely 
to submit to such treatment, but 
was likely to resent it, and he 
was generally able to do so. (Hear.) 
Alluding to the question of the indemnity 
he said he did not think any responsibility 
rested upon any member of the Opposition 
for keeping the indemnity at $800, because 
a member of the Opposition had stated that 
he desired to have the item reduced ; and 
it was the duty of the Government to have 
prevented this sum remaining at that figure. 
(Hear, hear.) During the time that the 
Hon. E. B. Wood discharged the duties of 
treasurer he had the various expenditures 
tabulated and kept side by side from year 
to year but as soon as the present Govern
ment took office they disarranged the head
ings, and muddled the accounts in such a 
way that it was next to impossible for any
body except those very well skilled in such 
maters to find out the real expenditures. 
Mr. Blake had also laid down a plain 
method of showing the expenditures, but 
that course also had been departed from ; 
the object of which was obvious. Alluding 
to the special trust funds held by the Do
minion Government for Ontario he 
affirmed that they should not be regarded 
as an asset, because not a single dollar 
could be raised upon them in the English 
market.

Mr. WOOD contended that the sum was 
in the shape of an annuity in perpetuity 
from the. Dominion Government to Ontario.

Mr. LAUDER said that it had come to 
I a pretty pass indeed when the assets of 
this Province had dwindled down to a 
small annuity. (Laughter.) But it must 
be remembered that we only got 6 per 
cent, upon the annuity alluded to. (Hear, 
hear.) He proceeded to refer to the opin
ion expressed by the then leader of the 
Opposition (Mr. McKellar) that the mem
bers of SandfieldjMaedonald’s Government 
should have remained in their offices and 
attended to their duties instead of roving 
over the country tomahawking everybody 
opposed to their friends, then in power at 
Ottawa, and that while they got salaries 
they should not expect indemnities also ; 
but how, he would ask, did this advice 
suit the members of the present Govern
ment of Ontario 1 (Hear, hear.) He con
tended, also, that the salaries paid the In
spectors of High Schools in the country 
were very much too high ; and when he 
had a chance, shortly, at the Public 
Accounts Committee he would be prepared 
to try and effect a reduction, and if the 
Government were not prepared to do so 
upon it must rest the responsibility. (Ap
plause). ___ _____

Mr., FRASER briefly replied, holding 
that §1,043 was not too large a sum to ex
pend in paying for carpets for the Warden’s 
apartments at the Central Prison.

Mr. CLARKE (Wellington) moved the 
adjournment of the debate, but subse
quently withdrew the motion, in order 
that the sense of the House should be 
taken forthwith upon the question under 
discussion.

The amendment was then put and lost 
upon a division Of 45 to 31.

The House then itent into Committee, 
Mr. Clarke in the chair, reported progress 
and asked leave to sit again.

RETURNS.
Returns were presented by Mr. Hardy 

relative to tile drainage and the Trent 
River works.

The House then adjourned at midnight.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE. 
Wednesday, Feb. 12.

The Public Accounts Committee met in 
the Treasurer’s office at eleven o’clock, and 
after the orders of the day were read the 
meeting adjourned,on account of those who 
had called for papers not being present,

THIRD LEfilSllTURE-FOTRTH SESSION
Thursday, February 13.

The Speaker took the chair at three 
o’clock.

Prayers were said by the Rev. Mr. Sil
cox.

ORANGE INCORPORATION.
Petitions in favour of the Orange Bills 

were presented by Messrs. Creighton, Park
hill aud Bell.

REPORTS BY COMMITTEES.
Mr. FRASER presented the ninth report 

of the Committee on Private Bills, and the 
seventh report of the Committee on Rail
ways, which were adopted.

Mr. SPEAKER informed the House the 
Clerk had received from the judges ap
pointed to enquire into and report on 
Estate Bills, their report in the following 
case :—

Bill (No. 72) to amend an Act to author
ize the Churchwardens of St. James’ 
Church, Toronto, to issue debentures.

The report was then read by the Clerk 
at the table, as folio vs :—

Obooode Hall, Feb. 12,1879.
Report in the matter of Bill No. 72, entitle! “An 

Act to amend an Act to authorize the Churchwar
dens of St. James’ Church, Toronto, to issue deben
tures. (37 Vic. c. 92.)’’

The preamble alleges that in carrying out the 
wishes of the vestry of St. James’ Cathedral, the 
Churchwardens have been called upon to expend a 
greater sum than was contemplated when they 
applied for the Act. 37 Vic. c. 92, and that it is 
necessary to make provision for such expenditure, 
and that for that purpose they desire to consolidate 
the debts of the vestry at a greater sum, and to lie 
empowered to issue debentures to a greater amount 
than was by the said Act authorized : and that the 
holders of the debentures already issued have con
sented and agreed to purchase the further deben
tures which it is proposed to issue under the author
ity of the Act.

'This preamble appears fully to recite the sub- 
stance of the petition.

The first section of the Bill amends the first sec
tion of the Act of 37 Vic., by substituting the in
creased amounts mentioned in the petition for 
those in the original Act.

Presuming the alleggaions to be proved to the 
satisfaction of the House, particularly touching the 
consent of the present debenture holders to the new 
issue ranking upon the security of the property . 
pari pas>M with the existing debentures; it seems 
to us reasonable that the first section should pass 
into a law.

The second section is different in its character 
and scope.

Jt rests in the churchwardens the soil and free
hold, which by the Church Temporalities Act (3rd 
Vic., c. 74), are vested in the parson or incumbent 
for the time being.

It transfers to the churchwardens alone the 
possession of the church and property, which under 
the Church Temporalities Act is in the incumbent 
and tiie churchwardens, jointly.

And it gives power to sell the property without 
the sanction required by the Act (41 Vic., c. 25), 
which extended to the Church of England the 
rights, powers and privileges conferred by the Re
ligious Institution Act (R. S. c. 216).

There is nothing alleged m the preamble or the 
petition to indicate the necessity <r the propriety 
of thus changing the legal ownership and tenor of 
this Church and property, or conferring powers of 
sale of an exceptional character.

The first section of the bill seems to fully answer 
the prayer of the petition.

We are therefore of opinion that it is not reason
able that the second section should pass into a law.

GEO. II. BURTON. 
C. S. PATTERSON. 

C. T. Gillmor, Esq.,
Clerk Legislative Assembly.

It was ordered that bill, To amend an 
Act to authorize the churchwardens of St. 
James’ church, Toronto, to issue deben
tures, be referred to the Committee on 
Private Bills, with instructions to consider 
the same, with reference to the report of 
the Commissioners on Estate Bills thereon.

BILLS INTRODUCED.
The following bills were read the first 

time :—-
An Act to give mortgagees certain 

powers.—Mr. Mowat.
To amend the Election Act of Ontario.— 

Mr. Morris.
To amend the Railway Act of Ontario.— 

Mr. Lauder.
To amend the Municipal Act. —Dr. 

Clarke (Norfolk).
To amend the Mutual Fire Insurance 

Company’s Act.—Dr. Clarke.
THIRD READINGS.

The following bills were read a third time 
and passed :—

To authorize the issuing of scrip for Rail
way grants in certain cases.—Mr. Wood.

To extend the right of taking security of 
guarantee companies. —Mr. Mowat.

To incorporate the Grey and Walkerton 
Railway Company.—Mr. Lauder.

THE ESTIMATES.
The House again went into Committee of 

Supply, Mr. Clarke (Wellington) in the 
chair.

On the item $3,350, Lieutenant-Gover
nor’s office,

Mr. MEREDITH asked what were the 
duties of the private and official secretaries. 
He pointed out that the expenses of this 
office had doubled since the time of Mr. 
Sandfield Macdonald.

Mr. WOOD said the duties of Captain 
Grant, the Private Secretary, were to con
duct the correspondence of his Honour, as
sist him in dispensing the hospitality of 
Government House, and to attend his Hon
our officially as aide-de-camp. The offi
cial secretary discharged duties that could 
not be performed by Captain Grant.

Mr. MEREDITH asked what were the 
hours of those officials.

Mr. MOWAT said he did not know 
that there were any specified hours. He 
justified the expenditure by reference to 
that of the Province of Quebec for the same 
purpose.

Mr. MEREDITH said he had been in
formed that the official secretary was a law 
student in a law office in Toronto. He 
would like to know if this were the fact, 
because, if so, the office of official secretary 
would be a sinecure.

Mr. MOWAT said he had no information 
on this subject, but would enquire.

Mr. HARDY asked if the hon. gentle
man would go so far as to say that the offi
cial secretary did not put m his time in 
that capacity. He thought his Honour 
was the best judge of what assistance he 
required.

Mr. FRASER asked if the leader of the 
Opposition actually wanted the Govern
ment to watch Government House to see 
that the officials were doing their duties. 
Such a proceeding would be most indecent. 
He thought the House should be satisfied 
with the promise of the Attorney-General 
that the matter would be enquired into.

Mr. LAUDER asked for an explanation 
of the sum of $950 for contingencies in 
connection with Government House. He 
expressed Burprise at the sensitiveness of 
the Government in regard to Government 
House expenses, as when they were in Op
position they fought for hours over an item 
of 812 in connection with this service.

Mr. CURRIE said that last year the Op
position voted for this appropriation.

Mr. MEREDITH said the House were 
not then aware that details could not be 
furnished.

Mr. WOOD agreed that in most cases 
vouchers should be given for all payments 
of public money, but in the case of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, it was thought it 
would be expedient to allow him to pay his 
own accounts. His Honour had no objec
tion, however, to supplying the details, and 
they should have been called for in the 
Public Accounts Committee.

Mr. MEREDITH said that the explana
tion given in committee was that this $950 
was paid to his Honour in a lump sum, and 
this change of system without the consent 
of the House was objectionable. He failed 
to see how the Government could shelter 
themselves behind his Honour. If this ex
penditure was not allowed to be criticised, 
the Government c iuld fill Government 
House with supporters of their own at 
lucrative salaries.

Mr. WILLS contended that the items 
could not be defended.

Mr. DEACON said that if the official 
secretary was serving his time in a law 
office, it proved that he could have little or 
no duties at Government House and could 
be dispensed with.

Mr. LAUDER said that the House had 
adopted a recommendation of the Public 
Accounts Committee requiring the details 
of miscellaneous expenditure in the Gov
ernment departments to be classified. To 
have the item as it stood, therefore, would 
be violating a rule of the House.

Mr. MERRICK argued that the item 
should not pass till the Attorney-General 
obtained the information asked for regard
ing the official secretary.

Mr. MOWAT said the appointment was 
not a new one, and therefore the proposal 
to delay the item was unreasonable. He 
would, however, supply the information 
asked for at a later stage.

Mr. MEREDITH said if his informant 
was correct in his statement, it was evi
dent the item should not pass. Until the 
truth or falsity of the information was as
certained, therefore, it would be proper to 
delay the vote.

After some further discussion the item 
was declared carried.

On the item of $14,480, Attorney-Gen
eral’s office,

Mr. MEREDITH objected to the item of 
§2,800 paid the clerk of the Executive 
Council and Deputy Attorney-General ;
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and he thought, owing to the hard times, 
the amount might very well be reduced.

Mr. FRASER—But the times are going 
to be better, are they not ?

Mr. MEREDITH—Quite likely, but still 
the Government should retrench where
ver necessary. He also objected to the 
item of $400 towards establishing a law 
library.

Mr. MOWAT supported the item. He 
also contended that the item above alluded 
to was not too large, and if the House de
cided to reduce Mr. Scott’s salary he would 
rather pay the difference out of his (Mr. 
Mowat's) own pocket thau ailow Mr. Scott 
(his deputy) to bear the loss. (Laughter.) 

Mr. WHI IE thought that as the mem
bers’ indemnity was to be reduced to $600, 
the Attorney-General’s salary should 
be reduced to the old figure, viz.: $4,000. 
(Hear, hear.)

Mr. CREIGHTON thought the sum of 
$186 for public newspapers in 1878 was ex
cessive, and should be reduced.

Mr. MOWAT deprecated the idea of in
terfering with the details of the civil

(Continued on Fourth Page.)

(Continued from, Third, Page.) 
vice, believing as he did that the officials 
should be certain that their salaries from 
year to year should not be reduced. Allud
ing to the item for newspapers, he said he 
took a large number of newspapers in order 
to get the views of honourable members 
and that of their friends. (Laughter.) He 
took for instance the London Free, Press, 
the organ of the leader of the Opposition ; 
also the Tribune and Irish Canadian ; but 
he did not take the Orange Sentinel, 
(Laughter.) He thought this money was 
well laid out. (Oh, oh.)

Mr. MEREDITH said the Commissioner 
of Public Works had stated that the Gov
ernment was responsible for the salaries, 
and that the Opposition had not pointed 
out any salaries which were excessive ; and 
now they were told by the Attorney- 
General that the Opposition should not 
attempt to reduce the salaries, but should 
accept the statement of the Government 
that everything was going on all right. 
(Hear, hear, and applause.) He decidedly 
objected to accept any such statements as 
true, but was determined to have every
thing fully sifted to the bottom in the pub
lic interest. (Applause).

Mr. FRASER contended that the salaries 
of the public officials were not too large, 
"ad should not be reduced. The corres
pondence in the Attorney-General’s depart
ment was very difficult, and required much 
labour.

M r. LAUDER—Were his letters to Grey 
difficult ? (Laughter).

Mr. FRASER did not know, and he did 
not care.

Mr. LAUDER—Would you like to see 
them ? (Laughter).

Mr. FRASER—Well.no, he did not wish 
to see them. (Laughter.) He might say 
that the Attorney-General did not write 
the letters in his department. He simply 
dictated them.

Mr. CREIGHTON—He writes the Grey 
letters himself. (Laughter).

Mr. FRASER—Well, perhaps so. But he 
did not furnish timber for that almanac that 
brought no remuneration, (Laughter.) 
He then proceeded to contend that the 
work in his own department, as well as in 
that of the Attorney-General’s, was daily 
increasing. Consequently the Salaries of 
officials should not be reduced.

It being six o’ciock the Committee rose. 
After Recess.

Mr. ROSS rose to make an explanation. 
He said he perceived by the newspaper re
ports oi- last night’s debate that his hon. 
friend from London ha3 misconceived his 
remarks, and had fancied they were in
tended to convey the impression that that 
gentleman had deliberately falsified figures. 
He (Mr. Ross) never intended to convey 
such an impression by any remarks of his, 
for he had always entertained a high re
spect for his hon. friend from London. 
What he had meant to say was that his 
hon. friend had arranged his statement in 
a manner favourable to his friends.

Mr. MEREDITH said he accepted the 
explanation with pleasure, and on his part, 
was willing to retract anything he had said 
while labouring under a mistaken impres
sion. (Applause.)

THE ESTIMATES.
The House again went into Committee of 

Supply.
Mr. MORRIS resumed the debate. He 

replied to that portion of the Commissioner 
of Public Work’s speech in which he had 
predicted his (Mr. Morri’s) defeat in East 

t

Toronto at the ensuing elections, lie 
showed that, notwithstanding he was a 
stranger to the city, and despite the in
fluence of the Commissioner and his friends, 
he had been returned triumphantly at the 
last election in East Toronto, and he felt 
convinced he would be as successful on 
another occasion. As an instance of the 
unscrupulous devices resorted to against him 
at the recent election, he read the following 
circular which had been sent to electors in 
Leslieville

Toronto, Friday, 1878.
Dear Sir,—I am a large property owner east of 

the toll-gate and Don bridge, having, in addition to 
other properties owned by me, lately purchased that 
block lying south of the Presbyterian church, and 
running through to the bay ; and I therefore feel a 
deep interest in endeavouring to obtain such legis
lation as will especially benefit that part of the city. 
An endeavour to remove the toll-gate at the Don 
bridge beyond the city limits is one thing to which I 

; intend to give particular attention. This would be 
i cf much more importance to you than the giving of 
a mere party vote. If therefore you feel that a 
man who is personally interested in your section ot 
the city will be more likely to look after your inter
ests than an outsider who has no stake whatever 
there, I shall be glad if you will poll your vote for 
me early to-morrow, Saturday, 21st inst.

Respectfully yours,
(Signed), JOHN LEYS.

He concluded by expressing his confidence 
that if the Conservative party were return
ed to power their policy would be an en
lightened and popular one. Before going 
to the country for their verdict, however, 
the Opposition intended to place on record 
their objections to the policy and expendi
ture of the Government. They took a 
direct issue—they assailed the policy and 
conduct of the Government—and appealed 
to the people. He was prepared to accept 
the result, and expected a triumph in the 
Province and in his own constituency. 
(Cheers.)

Mr. LOUDER said he thought the num
ber of newspapers taken in the Attorney- 
General’s office was too large.

The item then passed.
The following items passed :—

Treasury......................... $16,100
Secretary and Registrar’s Office..................... 25,975
Public Works.................................................. 19,672
Agriculture...................................................... 1,200
Immigration .......................... . ........................ 1,100
Public Institutions................ ...................   7,250

Upon the item of $50,780 for Crown
Lands being rea«hed,

Mr. MEREDITH objected to the pay
ment of $200 to Mr. Cowper for extra ser
vices, while at the same time he was draw
ing a large salary. He held that the 
principle of paying such sums was impro
per, and should not be continued, because 
he understood the officer’s health had broken 
down in consequence.

Mr. PARDEE explained that no other 
person could have performed these extra 
services as well as Mr. Cowper, who had 
conducted the sale of public lands in a new 
township; and he had worked night and 
day in preparing for the sale. Under these 
circumstances he considered that in justice 
to Mr. Cowper, whose health had been im
paired, the sum of two hundred dollars to 
enable him to take a trip to the old coun
try should pass.

Mr. MEREDITH, alluding to the cost of 
getting outside help, contended that all the 
crown business should be transacted through 
he Attorney-General’s office; but it 
was evident ' that outside help was 
retained for the purpose of paying 
their supporters among the legal profession. 
In his opinion it would be better if the 
Attorney-General were to do the Crown 
business himself instead of running around 
the country about election times helping 
his friends of the Dominion Parliament. 
(Hear, hear).

The item passed.
On the item Miscellaneous, $9,900,
Mr. MERRICK objected to the continu

ance of the graut of $1,800 for the Inspector 
of Division Courts, an official who was 
quite unnecessary.

Mr. SCOTT said this officer had no 
power to demand the books of the Division 
Court for examination. "" 
generally and best 
County Judge.

Mr. MEREDITH 
enactment should be 
latives of County Judges being appointed 
Division Court clerks or bailiffs.

Mr. HAY suggested the propriety of 
considering whether the Division Court 
clerks and bailiffs should not be appointed 
directly by the Government.

Mr. MEREDITH said that the country 
would not approve of the Government ap
propriating such au enormous amount of 
patronage.

Mr. CURRIE agreed that it would be 
undesirable to give the Government the 
patronage in regard to the appointment of 
Division Court bailiffs. He considered that 
the Inspector of Registry Offices had a post 
almost a sinecure.

i

The duty was 
performed by the

suggested that an 
passed preventing re-

After further discussion the miscellane
ous items passed.

The Committee then rose, reported pro
gress, and asked leave to sit again.

The House adjourned at 10.30.

NOTICES OF MOTION,
Mr. Fraser—On Monday next—Biil to 

amend the Railway Act of Ontario.
Mr. McCraney—On Monday next—Bill 

to amend the Municipal Act respecting 
harbours, docks, &c.

Also—Bill to amend the R. S. of 0.. re
specting ditching water courses.

Mr. Watterworth—Bill to amend the 
Agricultural and Arts Act.

Mr. Wood—Bill respecting payments 
under the Municipal Loan Fund Scheme, 
where Indians are interested.

Mr. Currie—Bill respecting the sale of 
lands under mortgages.

. Mr. Springer—Bill to amend the Muni
cipal Act.

Also—Enquiry of Ministry—Whether it 
is the intention of the Government to in
troduce a measure during the present ses
sion to grant aid to beet sugar munufac- 
tories.

Also—Enquiry of Ministry—Whether it 
is the intention of the Government to in
troduce during the present session a mea
sure to amend the License Law changing 
the hours for inkeepers to close.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE.
Thursday, Feb. 13.

The Committee met at eleven o’clock 
this morning in the Treasurer’s office. Mr. 
Clarke, (Wellington) in the chair. The 

other members present were :—Messrs. 
Meredith, Wood, Gibson, Striker, Har
court, Ferris, Ross, Merrick, Ballantyne.

The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and approved.

CENTRAL PRIgON.
The item relative to services and ex

penses of the Commissioners re Central

Prison Commission of $1,725.25 was 
brought up.

Mr. Merrick trusted that the Treasurer 
would be prepared to explain the nature of 
the expenses.

Mr. Wood said Mr. Hardy could do so, 
as he knew all about it, having been on 
the commission.

Mr. Hardy said the House sanctioned 
the agreement with the Car Company by 
which it was agreed that a commission 
should be appointed to investigate the 
nature of the prison labour, as the Com
pany had complained that it was paying 
too high for such labour. He said Mr. 
Howland and Mr. Brockway, now of New 
York State, as one well versed in the sys
tem of prison labour. Mr. Noxon, of 
Ingersoll, was also appointed. He (Mr. 
Hardy) also appeared on behalf of the 
Government; and they had a large num
ber of witnesses from the United States -, 
and several sittings were had. The Car 
Company was represented by Mr. Gordon 
—and formally by Mr. Wells. The com
mission also lookup prison discipline. The 
commission decided to examine certain 
prisons in Cleveland, Detroit and another 
place, which would be shown by the re
port.

Mr. Merrick—-Then this was an arbitra
tion.

Mr. Hardy—No, it had assumed the 
proportions of an arbitration, but it was 
only a' commission appointed by the Gov
ernment. He thought they rendered an 
account of their charges—say $20 per day, 
and he was surprised it was not in the 
papers.

Mr. Merrick suggested that the ques
tion about the detailed statement should 
stand over until the account was produced.

Mr. Hardy proceeded, and said that 
when a gentleman of such high character 
as Mr. Brockway was brought from his 
own prison in the United States, 
the Government did not think the 
sum too large. This sum included the 
travelling expenses in the United States. 
The Car Company bore its own expenses. 
The item for cab hire was all right, as the 
cabs were employed for running up and 
down to the Central Prison, bringing wit
nesses, papers, &c.

Mr. Merrick—Well, perhaps it would 
be better to let this matter stand over till 
the account is brought down.

The item, Barber & Ellis, $841.22, was 
‘ brought forward, but, as the item was a 

very large one,
Mr. Merrick suggested that the pam

phlet should be produced. Discussion on 
item adjourned.

FRASER%25e2%2580%2594Well.no


The item “ .$’200, Mr. Cowper, for extra 
services.”

Mr. Merrick thought this a very 
strange way to pay out money without 
stating what these services were.

Mr. Cowper being called explained that 
the charge was for conducting a timber 
sale in 1877 ; and the same amount was 
paid in 1872. It took him over two months 
in the preparation of sales made by him. 
lie had to work at night, and in fact had 
to take a large portion of the work home 
after office hours.

In answer to Mr. Merrick,
Mr. Cowper said that he had also acted 

as auctioneer ; that he received §2.000 a 
year ; that while he charged for 
acting as auctioneer he was re
ceiving his regular pay from the 
Government : and this extra work was 
performed during his regular office hours. 
He also got §200 for similar work in 1873. 
He had been in the Crown Lands depart
ment for twenty-one years. He also con
ducted a sale in 1871, when about §118,000 
worth were sold, and the area w as about 400 
miles ; and in 1877 about the same. In 1871 
he got no compensation, but was paid for 
extra services in 1872 and 1877.

In answer to Mr. Meredith,
Mr. Cowper said that he had been 

nearly twenty-two years in the service; 
but his salary of §2,000 per annum he had 
only for a few days, and if a regular auc
tioneer had been employed it would have 
cost .’»700.

To Mr. Merrick,—The witness said that 
the labour performed in 1871 was very 
slight in comparison to that performed in 
1872 and 1S77.

In answer to Mr. Gibson,
Mr. Cowper said that while these extra 

services were being performed the ordinary
work had to be deferred and taken up 
at irregular hours. During his term 
of twenty-two years’ experience, with 
the exception of the time he was in Eng
land on account of his health, he had only 
two weeks’ holidays, and his work was 
very peculiar and intricate.

The witness then withdrew.
Mr. Meredith said he would like for 

information relative to the item of §678.50 
to Oliver, Davidson & Co. refund.

The Clark was ordered to take a note of 
this item, and produce the papers.

Mr. Meredith called for papers relative 
to the item of §1,293.56, for advertising in 
certain newspapers. Stands till to-morrow.

The item of §220 re McQueen investiga
tion was brought up.

Mr. Hardy said that in the fall of 1876 
the Government appointed a commission to 
conduct the investigation, and the Court 
thought it only right that Judge McQueen 
should get a part of his expenses.

Mr. Meredith said that although the 
Judge was acquitted still he thought there 
were certain irregularities which rendered 
him liable to have the expenses of the in
vestigation charged to him ; but it seems 
the Government paid the expenses of all 
parties.

Mr. Hardy said he thought Air. Mowat 
had prepared a report on the matter which 
could be produced.

In answer to Mr, Meredith,
Mr. Hardy said the item of §48 paid to 

Sheriff Perry wa3 paid for his attendance, 
the issuance of proclamations, &c., relative 
to the McQueen investigation, which was 
even higher than an ordinary Court.

Mr. Meredith said that he observed 
that Robert Packer, the bailiff in this case, 
was paid §262.51, which appeared very 
large.

The Chairman suggested that Mr. 
Hardy could explain the nature of these 
charges.

Mr. Hardy briefly explained the matter
Col. Gillmor being called, stated that' 

nominally all the sessional writers, mes
sengers, pages, etc., were employed by 
him, but practically the appointments are 
suggested by the members of the Govern
ment. He explained that those so em
ployed are engaged and paid from the com
mencement of the session.

In answer to Mr. Meredith,
Col. Gillmor said one sessional writer 

named Eox, who had been brought from 
Ottawa on the understanding that he 
would be employed, but although not regu
larly employed for three or four weeks, he 
was paid the full sum as if he had been 
actively employed. This payment he un
derstood was made to recoup Mr. Fox for 
having been brought forward.

Mr.-Meredith said he saw a payment 
made by Mr. Beard to Mr. Hardy, who 
defended Judge McQueen. The amount or 

fee was §100, and he wanted to know' if 
■ this Mr. Hardy was the present member of 

the Government.
Mr. Hardy—Well, yes ; I may say such

- is the case, but at that time I was not a
- member of the Government—only a repre

sentative of the people ; and I may say 
that the sum was a merely nominal one ; 
but if I had known that the sum was to be 
paid by the Government I would have 
charged §250, but of course that is not to 
godown. (Laughter.)

Mr. Meredith moved that the accounts 
of Thacker and Beard be entered upon the 
minutes. Carries!

The Committee then adjourned till to
morrow at 11 o’clock.

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.
THJIU) IJ?M:WURE-FOl'RTH SB8SWI

Friday, February 14.
The Spraker took the Chair at 3 o’clock.
Travers were said by the Rev. Mr. Silcox, 

ORANGE INCORPORATION.
Petitions in favour rff the Orange Bills 

were presented by Messrs. Barr and Tooley.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

Mr. CROOKS presented the eighth, 
■ninth and tenth report of the Railway 
Committee, and Mr. Fraser the tenth re
port of the Private Bills Committee, which 
were adopted.

BILLS INTRODUCED.
The following bills were introduced and 

(read the first time :—
Mr. Creighton—To prevent the spread of 

the black knot in plum trees,
M r. Mowat—To aincud the Act respect

ing the limitation of actions.
Also—To amend the Act resjiecviug the 

registration of deaths.
Mr. Wcv.’il—Respecting the payments 

under tJi-j Municipal Loan Fund scheme.
THIRD READINGS.

I’he bill to extend the limits of the town 
■of Walkerton (Mr. Simpson) was read tire 
third time and passed.

THE TILE DRAINAGE ACT.
Mr. HAL asked whether it is the inten

tion of the Government to introduce during 
the present session a measure to amend the 
Tile Drainage Act, so as to allow timber or 
other material to be used for drainage pur
poses.

Mr. MOWAT said it was not the inten
tion of the Government to introduce such a ' 
measure this session.

SESSIONAL CLERKS.
Mr. CURRIE moved that the Account

ant do furnish a return within five days, of 
the names and rate of pay of each sessional 
■cleric and messenger employed during the ■ 
session of this Legislature in 1873, an'd the 
waines and places of residence and rate of 
pay of all sessional clerks and messengers 
employed at the prewit session, designat
ing such person® as are employed this ses
sion for the first time.

Mr. MEREDITH said he had been in- 
■foruwd that last session a sessional writer 
had been paid for time beyond that during 
which he had been employed. He charac
terized this as a ruinous practice.

The motion passed.
THE MJWICO FARM.

Mr. WHITE moved for a statement 
showing the number and names of the ten
ants and -sub-tenants or lessees of the lands 
■knows .is the Government Farm, at Mim- 
lico, showing their respective holdings, or 
acres held by each tenant or lessee, and the 
number of acres thereof remaining unsold, 
and the respective rentals agreed to be paid 
by each, the amounts paid, and the terms 
and conditions of each lease or tenancy. 
Aho, showing the original cost of the farm, 
now many acres sold, and the proceeds 
thereof.

At tiie suggestion of Mr. Fraser, the 
motion was amended so as to apply to the 
tenants of the unsold portions only of the 
farm.
THE MASTER AND SERVANTS’ ACT.

Mr. MEREDITH moved for a return 
' rom the several counties in the Province, 
■showing the number of appeals during the 
last two years to the General Sessions from 
convictions or orders under the Master and 
Servant Act, or any other act of the Legis

lature of Ontario under which there 
is an appeal to the said Sessions; the 
amount of the fine and costs, or sumorder- 
<od to be paid by the convicting Justice in 
■each oase; the cost incurred in the General 
■Sessions in each case, and the nature of the 
<er<fcr or conviction appealed from.

lie pointed out that under the present 
law, appeals to the General Sessions were 
often made where the cases involved trifling 
sums. Heavy costs were rolled up, and 
unnecessary expenses incurred. He sug
gested that such cases should be disposed 
■of by the J mlge in the Division Court 
Circuit.

Mr. MOWAT said he would be glad to 
get the information asked for. He had no
thing to do with the framing of the law 
which was an old one. He agreed that the 
matter should receive attention.

Mr. SCOTT pointed out that the law re
specting appeals against summary convic
tions required amending so as to allow wit
nesses who were not examined before the 
justice in the original case to be examined 
•ou the hearing of the appeal in all cases, 
aud he suggested that the Dominion Gov
ernment should be approached on the 
subject.

The motion passed. 
AFFIDAVITS.

Mr. CURRIE moved the second reading 
of the bill respecting Commissioners for 
taking affidavits ami affirmations. Mr. 
Currie explained that it gave power to the 
Commissioners to take affidavits, &c., in 
our courts

Mr. MOWAT said the bill would lead to 
grave iucovenience if it allowed Commis
sioners to act in counties distant from that 
in which they had been appointed. He 
perceived the convenience that would be 

given i: the bill applied merely to adjoining 
counties, but he found no restriction in the 
present jaw preventing Commissioners tak
ing affidavits in adjoining counties to his 
own.

Mr. CURRIE considered that a Commis
sioner who was competent to take oaths in 
the County of York, was equally fit to 
take them in any other part of the Pro
vince.

Mr. FRASER said that the law as it at 
present stood afforded a guarantee that the 
affidavit had been properly sworn to, as the 
handwriting of the Commissioner would be 
known in his own locality.

Mr. CURRIE said he would only ask his 
provision to apply to adjoining counties.

The bill was withdrawn.
THE MUNICIPAL ACT.

Mr. MEREDITH moved the second 
reading of his bill to amend the Municipal 
Act. He stated that members of the 
Government had laid down the principle 
that no person should be appointed a 
License Commissioner or Inspector who 
was a member of a municipal body or 
a candidate for such position. As he had 
occasion to show this principle had been 
violated iD several instances, notably in the 
City of London, and in the East Riding of 
Middlesex, the County of Kent, and the 
Town of Bothwell. His bill proposed that 
no License Inspector or Commissioner 
slum Id be eligible for a seat in a municipal 
council, which would be the best way of 
effecting the object desired.

Mr. MOWAT said that wherever the at
tention of the Government had been called 
to the fact before an election, of a license 
officer being a candidate for municipal hon
ours, they had always carried out their 
policy. But after au election had taken 
place, he saw no objection to one person 
holding the two offices referred to, the ob
ject of the Government being to prevent 
the license officers from exerting influence 
at elections by reason of their office. He 
had, however, no objection to the matter 
being regulated by statute. He supposed 
that his lion, friend’s bill would not be 
retro-active.

Mr. SCOTT said the only reason given 
for depriving Municipal Councils of the 
right of granting liquor licences was to 
prevent persons from exerting improper 
influence at elections. The bill before the 
House was therefore the inevitable corrol- 
lary to this principle. He considered the 
acquiescence of the Attorney-General to 
the measure conveyed a strong censure on 
the conduct of the Minister of Education 
in writing the now celebrated letter to a 
license inspector in Oxford, wishing him 
success at the municipal elections.

The bill was read the second time and 
referred to a special committee.
THE FUNDS OF THE UNIVERSITY 

OF TORONTO, ETC.
Mr. S-JOTT moved the second reading 

of his bill to amend the Act respecting the '



meom ■ and property ot the University of 
Toronto, University College and Upper 
Canada College. He explained that under 
the present law the Government, by order- 
in-Council and without legislative sanction 
could appropriate any portion of the en
dowment fund on capital account. The 
bill proposed that the order-in-Council 
must be ratified bytiie Legislature.

Mr. CROOKS said he would offer no ob
jection to the principle of the bill, it being 
one that had often been triumphantly 
maintained by the Reform party. The 
Government had _ never abused the 
power which had been entrusted to it 
in connection with these educational en
dowments, but still the provision suggest
ed would be a corrective in the case of any 
< loverument neglecting its duties in con
nection with these funds. He took the 
occasion to say that a notice of motiouon 
the paper by Mr. Lauder had led him to 
make enquiries, the result of which proved 
that the University of Toronto was now 
doiDg good Provincial work. Every pre
caution had now been taken to secure the 
proper preservation of the University fund.

The bill was read a second time and re
ferred to a Speeial Committee consisting of 
Messrs. Meredith, Crooks, Morris, Long, 
Deroche, Wilson and Harcourt.

CORONERS.
Mr. LONG moved the second reading of 

the bill to amend the Act relating to cor
oners. In doing so he held that it was un
fair that counties should pay for witnesses 
for inquests held in cities.

Mr. MOWAT suggested that the bill be 
sent to the Municipal Committee.

Tim bill was read a second time and re
ferred accordingly,

PRIVATE BILLS.
The House went into Committee on Pri

vate Bills, Mr. Clarke (Wellington) in the 
chair.

The following bills passed through com
mittee :—

Bill respecting the Brookville Mutual 
Building Society,

Bill to consolidate the debfbf the County 
of Middlesex,

The bill to incorporate the Ontario Steam 
and Heating Company.

Bill to incorporate the Prudential Life 
Assurance Company of Ontario.

Bill respecting the municipality of 
Shtniah.

Bill respecting certain dams on Beaver 
Creek, and other streams in the County of 
Hastings and Addington.

Bill to amend the boundary line of th*- 
town of Ingersoll.

Bill to incorporate the Witidsoz and Essex 
Centre Railway Company.

Bill to legalize a certain by-law of the 
'towri ■jf Strathroy.

Bill respecting Billing’s bridge, and to 
legalize the conveyance thereof to the 
Ottawa and Gloucester Road Company. ■

Bill respecting the WaHretWii school 
lands.

Bill to empower tflie trustees under a 
deed of trust, made between Thomas 
K eena'n, -of the town of Lindsay, and others, 
tOlSe’l certain land therein mentioned.

SECOND READINGS.
The following bills were read a second 

time, and ordered for a third reading on 
Monday :

Bill to incorporate the town of Mount 
Forest. i

Bill to amend the Acts relating to, the 
Brantford, Norfolk and Port Burwell Rail
way Company.

Bill respecting tile Lake Simcoe Junction 
■Railway Company.

Bill to incorporate the Ontario Central 
Railway Company.

Bill respecting the township of Harvey, 
in the County of Peterboro’.

Bill respecting the Victoria College at 
Cobourg.

Bill relating to the Toronto Hospital.
Bill to authorise the sale of certain lands 

iu the village of London East, heretofore 
known as the Methodist Cemetery.

Bill respecting the Georgian Bay and 
Wellington Railway Company.

Bill respecting the Stratford and Huron 
Railway Company.

GOVE R NM ENT BUSIN ESS.
On motion of Mr. MOWAT, it was 

agreed that next Monday, and every suc
ceeding Monday during the session, Gov
ernment orders should be proceeded with 
after tire -other orders of the day are dis
posed of.

Mr. MEREDITH hoped that, as several 
members went home on Saturday and did 
not return till Monday afternoon, no divi
sion would be forced on uutil after six 
o’clock.

This was agreed to.
It being six o’clock the House rose.

After Heeess.
THE ESTIMATES. „

The House again went into Committee • 
of Supply.

On the item of $131,350 for legislation,
Mr. SCOTT asked for an explanation 

whn Mr. Speaker’s salary was put at 51,500 
when the Statute fixed it at $1,000. In 
making the enquiry, he wished it under
stood he made no reflection on the Speaker 
personally, but he fancied the duties were 
not onerous and would be well remunerated 
by $1,000.

Mr. CREIGHTON objected to tire $400 
paid tcuthe Clerk of the Crown in Chancery. 
He considered, also, that a saving might be 
effected in the item of $8,000 for sessional 
clerks, writers, &c.

Mr. FERRIS thought that the office of 
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery might be 
dispensed with.

Mr. MEREDITH, in referring to the 
sessional indemnity, said he had seen it 
stated that the Attorney-General had been 
opposed to the increase, and had assented 
to it in deference to pressure from both 
sides of the House. He thought if this 
was the fact, the Attorney-General should 
not have consented to the increase.

Mr. MOWAT said before he assented to 
the increase, he had been waited upon by 
several deputations, who convinced him 
that the increase was right aud just.

Mr. MEREDITH said that all the Oppo
sition had blamed the Government for was 
in not yielding to public opinion when it 
pronounced against the increase.

Mr. HARDY said that the hon. member 
for Loudon had changed his opinion on this 
subject. At London he had attempted to 
shirk the responsibility of the increase.

Mr. MEREDITH said he had always de
fended the increase, but had said that the 
House should yield to public opinion.

Mr. FERRIS asked why the hon. mem
ber for London had stated that he had 
never received a dollar of the increase, but 
had placed it in the city treasury at Lon
don. Was not this making political 
capital.

Mr. MEREDITH said he would have 
characterized such conduct as that of the 
last speaker as mean and contemptible in 
the extreme if it had been adopted by any
one outside the House. He had given this 
information to the hon. member pri
vately.

Mr. FERRIS said the conversation was 
so private that it took place in the smok
ing-room iu the presence oi a dozen people, 
among them being two of his constituents.

Mr. MEREDITH said it would be a dis
graceful and dishonourable thing in any 
man not a member of this House to make 
such a statement. The information was 
given to the hon. member as private. So 
far from making capital by placing the 
money in the city treasury at London, he 
stipulated with the Treasurer that his name 
should not be mentioned as giving this 
money.

Mr. FRASER attacked the course of the 
hon. member for London on this question 
as tortuous and dishonourable.

Mr. MEREDITH said the hon. the Com
missioner was not authorised to set up a 
standard of honour. He was content to 
let the country judge whether his political 
course was not as honourable as that of the 
hon. Commissioner of Public Works. With 
regard to what had fallen from the hon. 
member for Northumberland, his conduct 
in divulging a private communication was 
not creditable. He (Mr. Meredith) had 
always taken the lead in proposing 
the reduction of the indemnity to its 
original figure, and it was inconsequence 
of a communication from him that he 
would move in the matter that the Hou. 
Mr. Cameron had announced to the Gov
ernment that an attack would be made 
upon the increase. Having long taken 
this position, it would be clear that he 
was consistent in paying the extra $200 in
to the treasury of the city of London.

Mr. SCOTT said he himself had made 
many statements in the smoking room, 
which he would be sorry to hear given 
currency on the floor of the House. It 
must be held by all honourable people 
that statements made in the smoking room 
were private. (Hear, hear.) As to the 
increase of the indemnity, he had advocat
ed it, with other members of the Opposi
tion, because he thought it was right, but 
he had always contended that when public 
opinion manifested itself against it, that 
the House should act in deference to pub
lic opinion. He had never shirked the re

sponsibility ot the course ho hail taken t 
The position occupied by the lion, member ; 
for London was essentially different from 
that occupied by other members of the 
House, because the first session after the 
increase he had announced his intention to 
move against it. The Commissioner of 
Public Works had stated, in regard to the 
donation of Parliament, that if the Opposi
tion were consistent in their views, they 
ought not to accept the sessional allowance 
for any time after the 2nd February. He 
might reply to this, that if this were a 
valid argument then the Opposition should 
have left the House in a body on the 2nd 
February and have left their constituents 
unrepresented.

Mr. FRASER made another long speech 
on the indemnity question, reiterating 
charges that he had previously made as to 
the motive that had influenced the Op
position in their course.

Mr. CODE said he had heard the leader 
of the Opposition make his statement in 
the smoking-room, and he had understood 
it to be private?

Mr. FRASER argued that the conversa
tion in question could not be regarded is 
private under the circumstances.

After some remarks from Mr. Sinclair,
Mr. MORRIS said it was perfectly obvi- 

; ous, from the statement of the Treasurer, 
that at the opening of the session, the 

: Government newer had any intention of re
ducing the indemnity. The hon. gentle
man who had just sat down had stated that 
the Premier had been forced reluctantly to 
accede to the increase, but he (Mr. Morris) 
contended that no Premier having a sense 
of his responsibility should have allowed 
himself to be put in such a position. The 
country would, give the Government no 
credit for reducing the indemnity at this 
late hour when they had been driven into 
a corner by public sentiment, and were 
obliged to accept the views of the Op
position. In referring to the discussion af- 

. fecting the member for London, he ex
pressed the hope that conversations iu the 
future would not be the subject of discussion 
in the House.

Mr. MOWAT said the Government had 
not consented to the decrease with the 
view of getting credit. He did not deny 
that public sentiment had been pronounced 
against the increase, but it came from 
both political parties. The Govern
ment had, before the House met, this 
session decided to take the course they had, 
but it would have been out of the question 
to have stated so in the Address.

Mr. DEACON said that the Attorney- 
General said there was an intention on the 
part of the Government to reduce the in
demnity before action was taken during 
the debate on the address by the Opposi
tion.

Mr. CLARKE (Norfolk) said he had 
stated that at the proper time he would 
vote to reduce the indemnity. (Laughter.)

Mr. DEACON—Well, the hon. gentle
man is the last man in the House who 
would be likely to move to reduce the in
demnity, because lie is the author of the 
round-robin increasing the indemnity. 

I (Loud applause.) He then proceeded to 
■ contend that the Opposition deserved credit

for compelling the Government to reduce 
the indemnity—the saving to the public 
amounting altogether to the handsome sum 
of $18,400. (Hear, hear.) With regard 
to the Attorney-General’s statement that a 
deputation waited upon the Government 
and asked for an increase of the indemnity, 
this was the first time he had hefctd bfsucfi 
deputation.

Mr. MOWA.1' indignantly)—Does the 
hon. Fentteman doubt my word ?

Hr. DEACON did not doubt the non. 
gentleman’s word, but that was the first he | 
heard about it ’

Mr. WOOD contended that the Govern- i 
ment should get credit for its sincerity in I 
reducing the indemnity1: holding that it 
was not in c'tnsatpence of pressure from 
the, opposition.

Mr. MEREDITH—Would the hon. gen
tleman state when the Government decided 
to reduce the indemnity from $800 to 8000 ?

Mr. WOOD—As Treasurer made the re
duction himself without consulting his 
colleagues.

Mr. MEREDITH—Would the iron, gen
tleman say whether this reduction was 
made before this Session met or after it?

Mr. WOOD—Well, if I am put upon my 1 
word ’I cannot say whether J macle the re
duction in the csti'-mfca a week before the 
session met'or a week after. (Hear, hear.)

Hr. MEREDITH—That’s what I wanted 
to get at. (Applause.)

Mr. SCOTT contended that the Govern
ment was not sincere in reducing the in- 1



!
|

demnity in the estimates. He read from 
a former speech of the Treasurer,t» show; 
that he strongly pdvccaterl ah increase of 
the indemnity, and when the Opposition 
took actio’s, during the debate on the Ad-

- dress to reduce the indemnity, the Gov- -
- ernment called upon tlicir supporters to ’ 

vote the motion down. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. FRASER, while contending that 

the Opposition had broken faith with the 
Government with regard to the cour-e 
taken to reduce the indemnity, held that 
members should still be paid 8800 for their 
services; but he had to confess that public 
opinion had taken a different course, and 
pointed toward a retrenchment, but if 

i the members on both sides of the House i 
had stood manfully together, public opin
ion would not have set in in favour of a 
reduction of the indemnity.

Mr. MEREDITH said that if any mem
ber of the Government had intimated dur- . 

Jug the debate on the Address that it was j 
the intention to reduce the indemnity to ! 
8600, the amendment of his hon. friend I 
from South Simcoe would have withdrawn 
his amendment.

Mr. FRASER—It was not necessary to 
make any such statement. (Oh, iih.)

Mr. MEREDITH held that after all 
that had taken place in the House, the 
Government should not have placed this re
duction in the estimates withoutgivingnotiee 
to the Opposition ; because, by taking the 
course the Government had, an improper 
advantage had been taken of the Opposition. 
(Hear, hear.)

Mr. CLARKE (Norfolk) would test the 
honesty of the hon. gentlemen on the Oppo
sition benches in advocating economy ; and 
he now gave notice that at the proper time i 
he would move that the item 8400 for the 
clerk of the Crown in Chancefcy be struck 
out; and also that the Salary Of the Inspec
tor of Registry offices and his travelling 
expenses be struck out. He held that the : 
duties of the former officer could be per
formed by the law clerk for $100; and 
those of the latter could be discharged by 
the Inspector of Division Courts. He then 
proceeded to attack the hon. member for 
North Renfrew for having charged him 
(Mr. Clarke) with being the author of the 
round robin. Now, he wished it to be dis- 
tinctly understood that he was not the 
author of the round robin, and should not 
be held responsible for it, except so fat as 
he signed it with other members, who de
sired an increase of their indemnity.

Mr. I’ARDEE thought the present difii- 
culty arose out of a misunderstanding on 
the part of the member for East Northum
berland. who did not conceive that his con
versation with the leader of the Opposition 
was intended to be private.

After some remarks from Mr. Gibson, 
who thought that enough had been said 
about the indemnity question,

Mr. BRODER said that as soon as public 
opinion declared against the increased in
demnity, the Government should have 
moved for a reduction. Then, if both sides 
of the House were responsible for the in
crease, the Conservative side had an equal 
right to move for a reduction.

Air. RICHARDSON said that he also 
had told the Hon. Mr. Cameron, when 
leader of the Opposition that there was a 
feeling in the country against the increase 
of the indemnity.

The item then passed anti the Committee 
rose, reported progress, and asked leave 
to sit again.

The House adjourned at 11.10 p.m.

HURON AND ONTARIO SHIP CANAL.
The Special Committee asked for by the 

Huron and Ontario Ship Canal Company 
met on Wednesday, to organize and select 
a chairman. Mr. Morris was proposed, but 
declined in favour of Dr. Widdifield, who 
was unanimously elected.

Before adjourning, a sub-committee was 
appointed to confer with Mr. Capreol, com
posed of the chairman, Mr. Morris and Mr. 
Long. The Committee then adjourned till 
the 19th inst., at 10.30.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE.
Friday, Feb. 14.

The Committee on Public Accounts met 
at eleven o’clock to-day—Mr. Clarke, 
(Wellington), presiding.

The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and approved.

Mr. Joseph Dickey, Division Court In
spector, was called aud examined relative 

' to his inspection, travelling expenses, &c.
He said—He inspected the County Court 
of Welland several times. He was there 
in the fall of 1877, and he reported the 

result, but did not name any particular 
persons; he observed that the bailiff in 
many cases had increased the tariff after he 
had objected to it. (Several bailiffs were 
removed in consequence of his reports. 
He made a report of his expenses.

To Mr. Deacon—I am not a lawyer ; and 
-1 have interpreted certain modes of paying 

fees. I know that some of the Judges have 
disagreed with my interpretation. Some 
of the clerks may also have interpreted the 
tariff differently, and done so without think
ing they were doing wrong. The system 
ot stamping was abolished in July, 1874 ; 
since that time the fines and forfeitures 
collected for the Government have not 
amounted to more, perhaps, than 8100. 1
think the forfeitures in some cases have not 
been treated properly by the clerks. My 
method of inspecting the offices is system
atic. When I find irregularities 1 report 
to the Government ; I mean to the Provin
cial Secretary. It I find Division Court 
clerks taxing costs improperly, I do not 
report to the Judge, but, as instructed, to 
the Government. I never have had inter
views with the Judges with a view of get
ting uniformity established in the mode of 
taxing fees, but on general matters have 
had interviews with the Judges.

Mr. Deacon pointed out that the Court 
clerks were sometimes placed in a very 
embarrassing position. The Inspector tells 
them to do one thing, and the Judges 
threaten to dismiss ♦hem if they disobey 
their orders with regardto taxing fees.

Witness resumed.—I now examine the 
courts in the cities ; and I do not think the 
bailiffs are too highly paid. 1 think the 
average fees obtained by the clerks is about 
$2 per suit; and at some of the courts they 
number about four, six, and eight hundred 
a year.

Mr. Deacon—I have found many cases 
where the clerks would be glad to take 
$1.25 per suit.

Witness.—I receive $1,400 and my travel
ling expenses ; and I think my office is a 
good one in the interest of the public.

To Mr. Merrick.—I think I*visited about 
eighty division courts during 1878. I 
occupy a good deal of time in correspond
ing with the clerks of courts ; and I do not 
think the time is wasted.

Mr. Hardy produced several lengthy re
ports made to the department by the in
spector. •

Witness.—The complaints consist very 
often of bailiffs overstepping their duties ; 
by collecting large sums of money and re
taining them too long before handing them 
in ; and one of my reports would perhaps 
stand as an example of one hundred. I 
find that the management of the offices 
throughout the country has been greatly 
improved during the past few years. 1 
made an estimate of the over-charge made 
by clerks. I think the inspection is worth 
to the public $50,000 a year.

Mr. Merrick.—Opinions of this nature 
were not worth much. The committee had 
met to get facts—not opinions.

The committee adjourned till Tuesday • 
at eleven o’clock.

i

THE TWO PROGRAMMES.
On the 27th March, 1874, Parliament 

met with Mr. Mackenzie as leader of 
the Government. He and his friends 
had been maturing a Reform policy for 
seven years, and had promised the 
country to legislate for it “ in the true 
“ spirit and genius of Reform.” Yes
terday Parliament was formally opened 
under the leadership of Sir doits MAc- 
uonat.p. a Tory, who lias had four 
months in which to prepare a policy. 
— ow here Are the . measures submitted 
or referred to in the speech of 1874 and 
the speech delivered yesterday.

Reforui—lsi if.
1. The Ballot.

2. Establishment 
•Supreme Court.

of

3. Akiuiidihcnt to Elec
tion Act.

4. Amendment to Mi
litia Act.

Ton/—
1. Tariff Readjustment 

in order to check Deficits 
and encourage National. 
Industries.

2. Announcement that; 
Government h hegoti-; 
|t’ng frffh France and'

pain-, relative to trade 
matters.

3. Announcement that 
Fishery Award has been 
adjusted.

4. Reference to Cattle 
Plague, and announce
ment that Government 
intend to amend laws on 
subject.

i 5. AmVudhrjnt to In- 
sol’ ency Act.

6. House asked to con
sider means for best se
curing- transcontinental 
commenicatiOtt.

7. Announcement that 
canal and harbour im
provements were being 
vigorously prosecuted.

8. Announcement that 
Repoit of Chief Engineer 
on proposed Bay of Fundy 
Cana! would Le laid be
fore House.

9. Announcement that 
Chief Engineers Report 
on Intercolonial would 
be submitted^ aWd that 
charge of work would ffe 
transferred from Railway 
C nnmiesiohers to Public 
Works Department.

10. Anapuncementthat 
Government we: 
tiating

reaty 
States

11. Announcement of 
a deficit.

5. Announcement that 
Government will push 
forward Pacific Railway 
and satisfy reasonable 
wishes of British Colum
bia,

6. Announcement that 
direct communicat'on be
tween Lake Superior and 
N'drth West will be se
cured as soon as possible, 
missing link being now 
under contract.

7. Government will 
amend Weights and Mea
sures Act.

8. Government will 
submit measure for 
taking decennial sensus.

will9. Government 
submit t'leasttfc „iQr 
^.StAbff^.riign't of a Bureau 
bi Statistics.

10. Government will 
submit measure for re
organization of Depart
ments.

in

of 
of

nego-
a Reciprocity 
with United

12. Reference to Immi
gration. Hope expressed 
that in spite of hard 
times, Canada, would re
ceive fair share of Euro
pean immigration.

f 11. Government will 
submit measures relative 
to Public Land Surveys, 
to laws affecting Indians, 
and certain Admiralty 
and Gidnjince lands ’ 
Maritime Provinces.

12. Announcement 
another deficit, and ... 
policy of Government to 
enforce strictest
my.

IB. AhnoUneomtehlthal 
llottse will be asked to 
consider feasibility of 

sin i it • system < >f 
.. 4'ksui'Etnco under 

Gov eminent direction 
and guarantee.

These are fab- and candid abSbracts 
the two speeches, and whs.t We want to
know from offr ftbfoiih 
Whirls, oh the face of 
the niore enterprising, 
lightened statesman ? 
is the better Reformer

friends is this— 
these records, is 
liberal and en- 
ln short, which 

•



ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

TUIt'l LHISimRS-FOllSTII SESSIM -

Monday, February 17.
The Speaker took the chair at 3 o’clock, 

p.m.
Prayers were said by the Rev. Mr.Antliff. 

PETITIONS.
Mr. BELL presented the petition of the 

corporation of the City of Toronto, praying 
that the law may be amended so as to 
provide for the election of school trustees 
being held on the same day as the munici
pal elections.

BILLS INTRODUCED.
The following bills were introduced and 

read the first time :—
Mr. McCraney —To amend the Municipal 

Act respecting harbours, docks, &c.
Mr. Wood—To authorise the investment 

of Municipal debentures in aid of stone 
and timber drainage.

Mr. McCraney—To amend the Revised 
Statutes respecting ditches, water courses, 
&c.

THIRD READINGS.
The following bills were read the third 

time and passed :—
Respecting the Municipality of Shuniah. 

—Mr. Lyon.
Respecting certain dams on Beaver Creek, 

and other streams in the County of Hastings 
and Addington.—Mr. Ferris.

To incorporate the Windsor and Essex 
Centre Railway Company.—Mr. White.

To legalize a certain by-law of the Town 
of Strathroy.—Mr. McCraney.

Respecting Billing’s bridge, and to legalize 
the conveyance thereof to the Ottawa and 
Gloucester Road Company.—Mr. Monk.

Respecting the Walkerton school lands. 
—Mr. Sinclair.

To empower the trustees under a deed of 
trust, made between Thomas Keenan, of 
the town of Lindsay, and others, to sell cer
tain land therein mentioned.—Mr. Wilson.

To incorporate the Waterloo, Wellington 
and Georgian Bay Railway Company.—Mr, 

| Springer.
PRIVATE BILLS.

The following bills were advanced a 
stage :—

To amend the boundary lines of the 
to.vn of Ingersoll.—Mr. Crooks.

To amend the Acts relating to the Brant
ford, Norfolk and Port Burwell Railway 
Company.—Mr. Wilson.

Relating to the Toronto Hospital.—Mr. 
Chisholm.

THE LICENSE ACT.
Mr. COUTTS moved for a return of all 

correspondence between any department of 
the public service and the municipalities of 
Raleigh and Tilbury East, or either of 
them, with reference to the cost of the 
licensing system in the West Riding of 
Kent.

Mr. MERRICK suggested that the Min
ister of Education should amend the Act 
so as to require a return from each county 
giving the fines collected and the amount 
of expenses. Such returns would prevent 
the charges that were often made against 
the inspectors.

Mr. HARDY said much of this informa
tion was given in the reports that came 
from the license branch. There had been 
no check upon the inspectors in regard to 
these fines, and he had endeavoured to 
remedy this by establishing a system of 
record in regard to the fines, which record 
was under the eye of the Commissioners. 
His system had not yet been perfected, but 
was being rapidly developed. He fancied 
it was unnecessary to amend the Act as a 
Departmental order would be sufficient.

Mr. MEREDITH asked if any of the 
Commissioners had ever received a salary- 
tor acting as Secretary to the Board.

Mr. HARDY said in a few cases, but the 
practice had been stopped.

Mr. CODE said he was glad to hear that 
some check would be instituted on these 
tines, as in many cases large amounts were 

' collected, and no accounts ever given to 
the municipalities.

Mr. MEREDITH saw no reason why 
the Commissioners should not be compelled 
to furnish the municipalities semi-annually 
with statement of the receipts and expen
diture.

After further discussion,
The motion passed.

INDEBTEDNESS ON TIMBER LIMITS, 
ETC.

Mr. MEREDITH moved for a return, 
shewing, 1. The names of persons, firms 
and companies indebted to the Crown on 
the 1st of January, 1879, on account of 
timber dues, ground rent on bonuses, for 
timber limits ; 2. The amount of indebted- 
■less in each case ; 3. The balances, if any, 
due by suen persons, firms and companies, 
on the 1st day of January. 1S79, in each of 
the years since 1871 ; 4. The nature of the 
security, if any, which the Province holds 
in each case for the balance due, and the 
estimated value of such securities.

The motion was carried.
THE MUNICIPAL ACT.

Mr. WILLS moved the second reading 
of the bill to amend the Municipal Act— 
which he explained proposed the reduction 
of the number of wards in cities or towns, 
or the reduction of the number of their re
presentatives. The bill gave power to the 
ratepayers to decide on these points by 
voting on by-laws which might be sub
mitted for the purpose. It also provided for 
the disqualification of members of Munici
pal Councils for the position of Police 
Magistrate, and made various regulations 
affecting the appointments of auditors, 
deputy treasurers and policemen.

The bill was read the second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Muni
cipal Act Amendments, on the understand
ing that no part of the bill was assented to 
as it stood.

Mr. ROSS moved the second reading of 
his bill to amend the Municipal Act. It 
provided that by-laws might bo passed by 
County Councils providing that two weeks 
might elapse between the nomination day 
and the day of election for the whole 
county.

The bill was read the second time.
Mr. GRAHAM moved the second read

ing of bill No. 109, to amend the Muni
cipal Act. In moving the resolution he 
said he wanted to add the words “ town 
ships or incorporated villages” to the pre
sent Act for certain purposes.

After some explanations from Mr. Mere
dith, the bill was read a second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Municipal 
Amendments.

SUPPLY.
The House went into Committee of Sup

ply, Mr. Clarke (Wellington) in the chair.
Upon the item, under the heading of ad

ministration of justice, of §1,600 for a tax
ing officer in the Court of Chancery,

Mr. MEREDITH drew attention to the 
fact that the salary had been increased 
since last year by §200.

Mr. MOWAT explained that the officer 
was particularly well qualified to fill the 
office, and hence the cause of the increase.

The main item for the Court of Qucen’B 
Bench of $9,520, was passed.

The next item, of $5,360 for the Court 
of Common Pleas, was also adopted.

The item of $15,850 for the Court of 
Xppeal was considered.

Mr. MERRICK held that this Province 
should not continue to pay an increase of 
the salaries of the judges of the Superior 
Court. The Dominion Parliament, he con
tended, should deal altogether with the 
salaries of the judges.

Mr. BETHUNE opposed a reduction of 
the judges’ salaries, because it was no easy 
matter to get gentlemen of lucrative prac
tice to go upon the Bench, when they could 
make more money by their practice. The 
portion paid to each judge by the Ontario 
Legislature amounted to only $1,000 a year, 
the Dominion Government paying the bal
ance, and if this sum were taken away it 
would be a great breach of faith, because 
the judges accepted their patents with the 
understanding that the salary should be 
continued ; and especially as the salaries 
are not excessive.

Mr. DEACON suggested that matters 
such as these, which were fixed by statute, 
should not be interfered with from year to 
year ; but he suggested when future ap
pointments were made a reduction might 
be made.

Mr. MOW AT also intimated that it was 
unwise to tamper with the salaries of the 
judges.

Mr. BELL held that as the J udges’ sal
aries were fixed by statute he would 
not object to paying them well, provided 
they paid taxes on such salaries. (Hear, 
hear.) He hoped the Attorney-General 
would make provision to have such taxes 
paid in future. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. MILLER did not think it right for 
Ontario to pay this extra sum of $1,000 to 
each of the Judges, and if he voted for it 
now he would do so under protest. (Laugh
ter.) While he would vote for all the 
other items in the estimates—(laughter)— 
he would oppose the payment of the item 
alluded to in future. As a rule lawyers 
were paid too much, and the judges were 

I

paid too much ; and he was Sony to say 
many of the judges were a disgrace to the 
bench.

Mr. DEACON did not think the Judges 
of the Superior Court deserved the harsh 
language applied to them by the last
speaker.

—* Mr. MILLER had no intention of apply
ing his remarks to the Judges of the Supe
rior Courts. He meant the County Court 
Judsres.J udges.

Mr. FERRIS had observed that, when 
the subject of debate in that Houso' occu
pied a seat on the bench, he seemed to be 
defended by the gentlemen on the front 
benches of both sides of the House—gentle
men of the long robe. (Hear, hear.) The 
cause of this seemed to him to be that these 
gentlemen in the House had to appear be
fore the Judges in the course of their prac
tice. (Hear, hear.) But then it should ba 
remembered that the Judges outside that 
House framed a tariff for the lawyers. 
(Hear, hear.) He held that the House 
should fix the tariff of fees charged by law

yers, and have them always under their 
supervision. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. MEREDITH contended that the 
gentlemen of the long robe in the House 
did not, in his opinion, deal partially 
with the Judges, when matters came up in 
that House affecting them. He said that 
upon principle the Judges should not be 
paid fof duties they did not in fact per
form, because they were paid as e:c-oflicio 
Judges of the Court of Appeal.

Mr. MO WAT defended the character of 
the judiciary.

It being six o’clock the House rose. 
After Recess.

The House again went into Committee of 
Supply,

The item for the Superior Judges and 
Court of Appeal was again taken up.

Mr. MILLER moved that the item be 
struck out.

Mr. LAUDER thought that this was a 
matter for the Government to deal with, 
and not a private member. It was a curi
ous thing that the member for Muskoka 
had not moved against this item in former 
sessions, but had taken this course on the 
eve of an election.

Mr. McMAHON said that as the Domi
nion had increased the salaries of these 
judges by $1,000, he thought the grant 
should cease.

Mr. WOODS said that as many members 
were absent that evening it was an under
stood thing that no vote would be taken 
this evening on the question.

Mr. MOVVAT said that the reduction 
would require a repeal of the statute fixing 
the allowance to the judges.

Mr. CREIGHTON said that the proper 
plan would be to repeal the statute first.

Mr. MERRICK said that as the Domi
nion Government appointed and paid these 
judges, it would be against principle to 
supplement their salaries out of the Pro
vincial funds.

Mr. MOWAT said that ten years ago 
Mr. Sandfield Macdonald considered that 
these judges should receive a higher salary. 
Mr. Blake raised the objection that the 
Dominion alone should see to this, but the 
House voted down the objection. The al
lowance had ever since been regarded as 
a constitutional point by both parties, and 
should not be objected to. Again, it was 
a recognized principle in Great Britain and 
the United States that the salary of no 
Judge should be diminished during the in
cumbency of such judge. It was true that 
six years ago the Dominion increased the 
salaries of these judges by $11,000, but the 
Provincial allowance continued without ob
jection, and it would be unjust to make now 
a reduction from the sums the judges cal
culated upon receiving. It was absolutely 
essential that the item should pass, and it 
was not in the interests of the public that 
these salaries should be attacked from time 
to time; if the Dominion Government again 
raised the salaries of these judges, they 
would have to increase the salaries of the 
Lower Provinces’ judges, which would be 
inexpedient and expensive.

Mr. McMAHON said he would vote 
against the allowance.

Mr. SINCLAIR said that had it not 
been for the position taken by the member 
for London, this discussion would not have 
arisen. He was surprised at the han. gen
tleman reversing the policy of Mr. Sand- 
fleld Macdonald.

Mr. MEREDITH said he had never de
clared that he was prepared to make a 

— motion in regard to this item. What he 
had said was that it was a fit subject for 
consideration. The proper way to deal 
with this matter was to move for the repeal 
of the statute, and the item should not 
have appeared in the estimates, the amount



being payable out or tne consolidated 
revenue.

Mr. BETHUNE pointed out that if 
the House passed the motion striking out 
the allowance, they could not consistently 
refuso to repeal the statute. He considered 
it would be a most unjust and dangerous . 
theory to violate the compact the House - 
had made with their judges and had kept 
for ten years, as such a proceeding would 
be striking a blow at the expenditure of 
our judges fraught with disastrous conse
quences. It would be a gross breach of 
faith to withdraw the .$1,000 unless the 
Dominion consented to pay it. He found 
by comparison with other English colonies, 
that our chief judges were underpaid. In 
Australia the salary of the chief judges was 
£2,500 stg., or $13,000.

Mr. DEACON thought that a debate on 
the item in this indirect manner was very 
undesirable. Any step towards abolishing 
the allowance should originate in a different 
manner. He thought the motion was out 
of order, because the item should not have 
appeared in the estimates.

The CHAIRMAN said that according to 
May, the salaries ef the judges being a 
charge on the Consolidated Revenue, were 
out of the control of the Committee of 
Supply.

Mr. FERRIS failed to see why the 
salaries of the judges should be exception
ally free from reduction.

Mr. CODE thought they had as good a 
right to reduce this item as the speaker’s 
salary, for instance, he was prepared to 
vote for striking out this item on the 
ground that the Dominion Government 
supplemented this $1,000 to each of the 
judges in 1873. The Dominion Govern
ment had the power of appointing the 
judges aud that Government had a right to 
pay them.

The amendment was then put and lost, 
and the main item was declared carried.

The item of $164,000 for criminal 
justice was next taken.

Mr. MEREDITH did not see why this 
item should not be reduced. He thought 
the legal members of the Government should 
do most of the work instead of employing 
outside lawyers for that purpose. (Hear, 
hear.)

Mr. MOW AT held a different opinion.
Mr. MEREDITH drew attention to a 

large turn paid one J. W. Murray, whose 
I name had not appeared regularly in the 

public accounts.
Mr. MOWAT explained that the party 

was a Government detective—and the item 
was all right.

Mr. MEREDITH drew attention to the 
expenses in the Judge McQueen investiga
tion, in which it appeared the Government 
had borne the expenses of both sides. Not 
only the expenses of the Judge, but also 
the costs which the prosecutor incurred.

Mr. MOWAT said that when the prose
cution had failed to establish anything 
against the Judge, he thought the expenses 
to which the latter had been put should be 
borne by the Government. The prosecutor 
on the other hand had succeeded in proving 
some irregularities, and as this was in the 
public interest, he thought the expenses of 
that gentleman should also be paid.

The item passed.
The next item of $60,742 for Miscella

neous Justioe, was next taken up.
Mr. CREIGHTON complained of the 

expense of criminal justice in the district of 
Algoma.

Mr. WOOD explained that as this was a 
new district the old municipalities had a 
right to assist it until it became older and 
stronger.

Mr. MEREDITH thought the item of 
$5,000 for criminal justice at Clifton and 
Fort Erie was too much.

Mr. MOWAT replied that the Govern
ment had been compelled to establish a 
police force for the purpose of preserving 
the good name of the Province from the 
depredations of offenders who had easy 
access from the neighbouring Republic. 
He was glad to say that crime had been 
greatly reduced in consequence.

The item passed.
The next item of $497,831 for the main

tenance of public institutions was next 
taken up.

Mr. WOOD explained that a very con
siderable saving had been made in main
taining the Toronto Lunatic Asylum.

Mr. MEREDITH said the Opposition 
should get the credit for this reduction, 
especially in the item for beer, wine, and 
spirits, which had been reduced by $950. 
He also wanted to know whether the 
steward had been under suspension for six ~ 
months, aud had been paid his salary dur
ing that time, nothwithstanding that some 
serious charges had been made against him. 
He also wanted to know if he had been re

moved to the asylum at Kingston instead 
of being dismissed, because he had some 
warm friends at Court ?

Mr. WOOD understood that some trifling 
charges were made against the steward 
about some rations, and the Government 
thought it prudent to remove him to King

The item of $85,252 for the Toronto 
Asylum was passed.

The item of $104,116 for the London 
Asylum was next reached.

Mr. MERRICK was opposed to the ap- ; 
pointment of an additional physician to 
this asylum at a salary of $b00, believing 
that three physicians should be quite suf
ficient to discharge the duties.

Mr. HARDY said there was only 670 
patients in the Toronto Asylum with three 
physicians, while there were only four 
physicians in London with 850 patients.

On motion of Mr. MILLER the Commit
tee rose. , , , , , ,

T11O House adjourned at eleven o clock.

CORONERS.
It was Mr. Monk, not Mr. Long, as er

roneously given on Saturday morning, who 
moved the second reading of the Act re- 
lating to Coroners.

Tuesday, Feb. 18th, 1879.
Mr. Speaker took tho chair at 3 p.m. 
Prayers were read by the Rev. Mr. 

Antliff.
PETITIONS.

Petitions in favour of the Orange Bills 
were presented by Messrs. Tooley and 
Merrick. „ ,

Mr. BELL presented a petition from 
1,600 ratepayers of the City of Toronto, 
praying for amendments to the Municipal 
Act.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
Mr. FRASER presented a report from 

the Private Bills Committee, and Mr. 
; Deroche the third report of the Printing 
I Committee, which were adopted.

BILLS INTRODUCED.
The following bills were read the first 

time :—
Mr. Fraser.—To amend the Railway Act 

of Ontario. He explained that the bill 
provided that where questions affecting 
crossings had to be decided between one 
railway under the jurisdiction of this 
Province and another under the jurisdiction 
of the Dominion, they should be referred to 
the Railway Committee at Ottawa, and not 
to the Commissioner of Public Works.

Mr. Watterworth.—To amend the Arts 
and Agricultural Act.

THIRD READINGS.
The following bills were read the third 

time and passed :—
Respecting the Yorkville Loop Line 

Railway Company.—Mr. Lauder.
To consolidate the debt of the County of 

Middlesex.—Mr. Tooley.
To amend the boundary’ lines of the 

Town of Ingersoll.—Mr. Crooks.
To amend the Acts relating to the 

Brantford, Norfolk and Port Burwell Rail
way Company.—Mr, Wlison.

OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM.
Mr. CROOKS, in moving the second 

reading of the bill respecting Public, 
Separate and High Schools, referred to the 
satisfactory practical results of the present 
educational system of Ontario. The illus
tration of our education department at the 
Philadelphia and Paris Exhibitions had 
gained high commendation, and the report 
of Dr. May, on the exhibit at 
Paris enumerated the high awards 
we had gained for primary education. 
The principles which distinguished the 
primary' education of Ontario was that the 
schools were free, that they were sup
ported by local rates chargeable on all the 
assessable property of Upper Canada ; that 
the ratepayers themselves managed the 
schools through their own chcs n trustees ; 
that the municipal organization of Canada 
was taken advantage of to give strength to 
our school organization. Then the expen
diture was controlled so as to be economi
cal, there was a guarantee for a satisfactory 
attendance, and training was provided for 
teachers. Finally the whole system was 
under the supervision of the central au
thority’, the Education Department. 
Under this free system the registered at
tendance of pupils in 1877 was 490,860, of 
w’hom only 15,974 were reported as being 
absent. About 50 per cent, were between 
the ages of five and ten years, and 43 
per cent, between eleven and sixteen. 
More than 80 per cent, of the whole school 
population were under the fourth class.

But a very small proportion of the school I 
population attended the High Schools, in 
fact only two per cent. He proceeded to 
say that Confederation had given an extra- 
ordinaiy impetus to the material, wealth, 
and resources of Ontario, and he showed 
this was particularly apparent in regard to 
our educational resources, by quoting the 
expenditures on this head since 1868. The 
expenditure on capital account had de
creased in 1877 owing to the numerous 
school houses erected in the previous year 
having rendered it unnecessary to build 
much in 1877. The cost per capita on 
current expenditure of tho school popula
tion had increased from $3.34 in 1868 to 
$5.29 in 1877. He went on to show that 
economy could only be maintained in con
nexion with the public schools by giving 
the ratepayers a check on the expenditure, 
as extravagance would result in the 
end in breaking down the system. 
The question then to decide was, were the 
people of Ontario paying too much for their 
system 1 Now the cost per capita on cur
rent expenditure in 1877 was $7.47 in 
Michigan, $6.12 in New York, $8.20 in 
Ohio, and $7 in Pennsylvania, while in 
Ontario it was only $5.29. In our cities 
the cost per capita of the registered pupils 
was in Toronto $6.44, Hamilton $6.90, 
London $5, Kingston $3.83, and Ottawa 
$3.38, while in the American cities the 
cost was much higher. The statistics 
showed that our rural schools were in a 
very satisfactory condition as compared 
with those in our cities, both in regard to 
economy and effiiciency. In Nova |Scotia 
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the cost per capita was $6.27, which was 
higher than in Ontario. In England the 
cost per pupil on current expenditure in 
board scheols was £2 Is 4Jd, and 
in the voluntary schools £1 13s
5d. The percentage of our at
tendance to the total registered school 
population was 44j per cent. He went on 
to 3ay that the penal provisions which ob
tained in England in regard to the employ
ment of children in factories, and their 
attendance at school, had so far proved un
necessary ; but if at any time abuses 
should arise, the Province would, no doubt, 
profit by the experience of the mother 
country. He had been glad to find, on 
taking charge of the Education Depart
ment, that the Council of Public Instruc
tion had provided for the recognition of 
Christianity and religious principle in the 
daily conduct of our public schools ; and 
the only denomination which had separate 
schools wa3 the Roman Catholic. It would 
be seen that the bill proposed to improve 
the machinery for carrying on these 
separate schools, and it was intended 
that the school taxes should in future 
be collected by the municipal officials. 
He then dwelt upon the importance of 
providing efficient school teachers, who 
should receive a thorough training. After 
dwelling at considerable length upon the 
necessity of securing greater efficiency in 
the training of teachers in all the branches, 
he alluded to the advisability of school in
spectors avoiding appearing as partizans in 
doing their duty, and he said he would not 
hesitate to promptly dismiss any officer 
found so offending. He also referred to 
the introduction of text books, and stated 
that the department would have to take 
the initiative in the introduction of such 
books. This would prevent enterprising 
publishers getting text books worked into 
the schools without tho sanction of the 
D-partment of Public Instruction. After 
an exhaustive speech the hon. gentleman 
resumed his seat.

Mr. LAUDER expressed a desire to 
have the School law distributed among the 
members.

Mr. BELL said he was sorry that the 
lion. Minister of Education had not intro
duced in the bill the ballot, so far as it 
applied to elections of trustees. He also 
regretted that the bill did not provide for 
holding the elections at the same time as 
the City Council elections, as petitioned 
for by the City Council of Toronto and 
another municipality. If these principles 
were not incorporated he would have to 
divide the House upon them. He was 
strongly in favour of secret voting at 
School Trustee elections. He did not wish 
in any way to make the question a political 
one, but he hoped the principles he had 
alluded to would be considered by the 
Minister of Education. There were some 
other important matters to which he would 
allude at the proper time.

The bill was read a second time and 
ordered for the Committee on Thursday.



mous communications. He, however, had j 
nothing to dread from any revelation, and ! 
would waive his objection, if the course 
pursued by the hon. member was con
sidered right by gentlemen opposite.

_ Mr. HARDY said that probably the
_ letter might be from some gaol bird or dis- ’ 

charged guard, and by reading it the hon. 
member would be giving it his endorsation. 
He thought, therefore, the rule of the 
House ought to be invoked.

Mr. MEREDITH said a fair assumption 
would be that the hon. member for West 
Toronto had, after investigation, consider
ed it his duty to bring the matter before 
the House.

Mr. LAUDER contended that there was 
nothing in the rules to prevent a letter be
ing read.

Mr. MORRIS said that if an hon. mem
ber considered that a public institution was 
not being conducted properly, he had a 
right to give information bearing on the 
subject.

Mr. SCOTT said it would be unfortunate 
if the House established a precedent for 
allowing strictly anonymous letters to be 
read concerning attacks upon our institu
tions or upon a member of the Govern
ment. But if the letter came from a known 
source, a member would be justified in 
making a statement that he had received 
certain information. In the case of the 
let! er coming from a public officer, there 
would be obvious reasons for suppressing 
the name.

Mr. BELL rose to read a letter, the 
name of the writer of which he refused to 
give to tlid House.

A point of order was raised as to 
whether a document of that nature should 
be received.

The CHAIRMAN ruled that the reading 
of the letter was in order.

Mr. BETHUNE refused to acknowledge 
the right of the hon. member of-West To
ronto to read the : whole letter, and place 
the Committee in possession of the whole 
letter, including the signature. He ap
pealed, therefore, to the House against the 
ruling of the chair.

The Chairman then rose and the Speaker 
put the point of order to the House.

Mr. MEREDITH hoped the hon. At
torney-General would express his opinion 
upon the subject.

Mr. MOWAT said that this was a very 
important matter, and he was not pre
pared to express an opinion upon it. He 
trusted that some arrangement might be 
mad-e-by which the House should not be 
called upon to vote upon the question with

out due consideration. (Question, and 
“adjourn,” “adjourn.”)

Mr. PARDEE hoped the House would 
adjourn, in order to give the Attorney- 
General and Mr. Speaker time to look into 
the matter.

Mr. MORRIS contended that the hon. 
member for West Toronto was responsible 
for the letter, and, consequently, had a 
right to read the letter.

Mr. LAUDER supported this view’.
Mr. MOWAT moved an adjournment of 

the House.
Mr, MEREDITH opposed the motion, 

holding that the question should be dis
posed of one way or the other before ad
journing.

Mr. BELL also contended that a vote 
should be taken on the question, as it 
placed him in a very unenviable position 
before the public.

Mr. MOWAT said the matter could 
come up again when the Committee re
sumed. He pressed his motion to ad
journ.

Mr. ROBINSON condemned reading 
letters without giving the name of the 
signature.

Mr. MEREDITH was surprised that the 
Attorney-General should wish to choke off 
the effect of this vote. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. BELL regretted that the Govern
ment was afraid to face the matter in a 
manly way ; but the Government might be 
afraid of the effect of the vote. The whole 
night had been frittered away by useless 
.discussion. The House ought to know 
whether or not members had a right to read 
documents. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. MILLER could not support the 
leader of the Government in this matter, 
because he could not see what could be 
gained by delaying the decision on the 
question under discussion.

Mr. CREIGHTON suggested an ad- 
_ journment, with the understanding that 

the question should come up in the same 
order in which it was closed.

Mr. BRODER was sorry to observe that 
the Government was quibbling with this 
ouestion.

POULTRY ASSOCIATION.
'The bill to incorporate the Poultry Assoc

iation of Ontario was read a second time.
The House rose at six o’clock.

After Recess. 
PETITIONS.

Mr. SCOTT presented a number of pe
titions from Orange lodges in Peterboro’, 
praying for the incorporation of the Oiange 
Association of Ontario. He stated that 
he received these petitions yesterday.

Mr. HARDY presented the petition of 
the Licensed Victuallers, praying that the 
Liquor Law might be amended so as to 
permit saloons, &c., to remain open till 
11 p.m. on Saturdays.
HURON AND ONTARIO SHIP CANAL.

Mr. WIDDIFIELD moved that the bill 
respecting the Huron and Ontario Ship 
Canal be referred to the Printing Com
mittee. Carried.
DEEDS TO TRUSTEES OF RELIGIOUS 

SOCIETIES.
The bill to authorize certain variations in 

deeds to trustees of religious societies (Mr. 
Mowat) was read the second time.

POWERS OF MORTGAGEES.
The bill to give mortgagees certain 

powers now commonly inserted in mort
gages (Mr. Mowat), was read the second 
time.
THE REGISTRATION OF DEATHS.

The bill respecting the registration of 
deaths (Mr. Mowat) was read the second 
time. The object of the bill is to relieve 
clergymen of the duty of furnishing certain 
details in connection with their notices of 
burials. •

Mr. MEREDITH suggested the advis
ability of inducing the Dominion to assume 
the work of collecting the vital statistics.

THE ESTIMATES.
Mr. WOOD stated that he had engaged 

an extra staff and before the House ad
journed would have the accounts for the 
past year in the possession of members. 
(Hear, hear.)

The House again went into Committee 
of Supply, and took up the items for Pub
lic Institutions, maintenance.

The following items passed :—-
Asylum for the insane, Kingston, §56,652 ; 

Asylum for the insane, Hamilton, §39,979 ; 
Asylum for the insane, Orillia, §20,674.

On the item §67,270 for the Central 
Prison,

Mr. MEREDITH asked for some infor
mation in regard to the Industrial Depart
ment. The cost of maintaining the insti
tution wa.s beginning to be felt a burden, 
and its operation was not felt to be a suc
cess.

Mr. WOOD said that Mr. Sandfield Mac
donald’s scheme was to have three central 
prisons, and if it was true that one was felt I 
to be a burden, then his scheme, if it had 
been carried out, would have had a result , 
more unsatisfactory. It was to be remem
bered that the Central Prison relieved the 
gaols to a certain extent, and saved the 
counties a great deal of expense. If, how
ever, the institution did good work in re
forming prisoners, the increased expense 
was compensated for. As to the failure of 
the Canada Car Company, the Government 
were not responsible for that, and could 
not be blamed for entering into a 
contract with a wealthy corporation. 
The Government then gave the contract to 
Messrs. McMurray & Fuller, woodenware 
manufacturers, but they failed, owing to 
competition, to carry out their contract. 
The Government, previous to the fire, 
started several different industries, and 
were contemplating the starting of the 
cocoa mat industry.

Mr. CURRIE thought the financial re
sult of the Central Prison compared 
favourably with that of the Kingston 
Penitentiary.

Mr. BELL considered the information 
given was insufficient. He wanted to know 
whether the new industries would add to 
the expense for guards, overseers, &c. He 
had received a letter that day, which he 
would read, making grave charges in con
nection with this institution.

Mr. HARDY asked for the name of the 
i writer.
! Mr. BELL said he would give it at the 

proper time.
Mr. HARDY objected to anonymous 

communications being read.
Mr. BETHUNE thought it was a Par- 

j liamentary rule that if a letter was read in 
the House, it must be laid on the table, if 
called for.

Mr. WOOD considered it unfair and un
worthy of a member of this House to at
tack the Government under cover of anony

* Mr. MOWAT denied that the Govern
ment had been quibbling with the matter 
under discussion ; but he was not prepared 
to give his opinion as to whether the ruling 
had been properly taken, without having 
an opportunity of looking into authorities 
on the subject. He had no objection to 
taking up the question as the first order of 
the House on Wednesday.

Mr. BETHUNE suggested that the ques
tion might be brought up after six o’clock 
in the position as it now stood.

Mr. MORRIS would like to know what 
the House had really decided upon. 
(Laughter.) Did the House agree to take 
up the question just as it stood at present 1

Mr. BETHU1NE—Yes, exactlv.
Mr. MORRIS—All right, then. (Ad

journ.)
This was agreed to, and the House ad

journed at 10.25.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
Mr. Clarke, Norfolk—on Thursday— 

Bill to amend sections 106 and 107 of cap. 
Ill of the R. S, of Ontario, relative to 
the inspection of Registry Offices.

Mr. Graham—On Thursday—Resolution 
That it would ba inexpedient and unjust to 
the interests of Ontario to continue the 
grant of §13,000 to Superior Court Judges 
after the retirement or demise of the 

■ present incumbents, and that on the retire
ment or demise of any of the Superior 
Judges of the Ontario Courts that the 
supplementary grant of §1,000 to any 

I Judge of said Courts from Provincial funds, 
who may hereafter be appointed by the 
Dominion Government, should cease.

Mr. Broder—On Thursday—Order of the 
House for copies of all correspondence be
tween any member of the Government and 
the License Inspector for the county of 
Dundas, or any other person, in reference 
to any prosecutions that have taken place in 
said county uuder the License Act during 
the years 1877 and ’78.

Mr. Baxter—On Thursday—Bill to
amend the Municipal Act.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE.
The Public Accounts Committee met yes

terday morning. Present: —Messrs. Clarke 
(Wellington), Harcourt, Ferris, Gibson, 
Wood, Wells, Striker, Scott and Merrick. 
The Hon. Sydney Smith, of Cobourg, the 
Inspector of Registry Offices, was called 
and examined in reference to his duties. 
He stated that his salary was §2,000, and 
that he was appointed in 1866. Ho had to 
pay his own travelling expenses, and his 
duties consisted of visiting all the registry 
offices in the Province at regular intervals 
and making a critical examination of the 
registries so as to see that every deed was 
entered and endorsed, and that • all docu
ments were in their proper place. He 
often found irregularities and invariably 
corrected them. In one of the most im
portant offices he had found 1,400 deeds 
not indexed. He had reported against the 
unfavourable location of the Welland reg
istry office, for if that place were burnt, 
the papers could not be well saved. His 
travelling expenses amounted to between 
§400 and §500 a year. The Committee then 
adjourned.



6HTARI0 ASSEMBLY.

Tiiiit# ittisinuw-Miiwn sessim

Wednesday, February 19.
The Speaker took the chair at 3 o’clock, 

p.m.
Prayers were said by the Rev. Mr. Antliff. 

PETITIONS.
Several petitions were introduced and 

referred.
NEW BILLS.

Mr. MO WAT introduced a bill to amend 
the Municipal Act.

Mr. MOWAT introduced a bill entitled 
An Act for the Better Administration of 
Justice in the Northerly and Westerly 
parts of Ontario. In doing so, the Attor
ney-General stated that his previous bill 
related exclusively to the boundary lines 
and awards in the parts of the Province 
alluded to.

Mr. MOWAT introduced a bill relating 
to the practice of the Courts.

THIRD READINGS.
The following bills were read a third time 

and passed
Bill respecting the Brookville Mutual 

Building Society.
Bill relating to the Toronto Hospital. 

HIGH SCHOOLS.
Mr. CURRIE moved “That in the 

opinion of this House all moneys granted 
by the Legislature for High Schools should 
be apportioned between counties and cities 
according to the ratio of population in each, 
as compared with the whole population of 
the Province.” He proceeded to point out 
that in 1877, there were 10+ High 
Schools in Ontario, with 9,300 pupils, and 
the amount paid by the Government was 
35,000, the municipalities voting $2 for 
every one paid by the Government. He 
produced a tabulated statement showing 
that there was a very marked difference be
tween the sums paid to the various High 
Schools. Someof the counties in which there 
was a very small number of inhabitants 
getting a much larger Government grant 
than others with a large population. Pro
ducing a newspaper, which he said was a 
Reform journal, and published in glorious 
old Norfolk —(laughter)—he read an article 
reflecting adversely upon the present method 
observed by the Mowat Government in the 
distribution of the Government grant to 
High Schools. This paper complained that 
three inspectors were paid $10,000 to dis
tribute $14,000 ; but it seemed the editor 
made a mistake in the sum distributed. It 
should, he believed, be $28,000. He be
lieved the High School moneys should be 
distributed in the same way as the Common 
School money. He saw no reason why one 
county should get only one cent per pupil 
while other and wealthier counties got 
twelve and fourteen cents per head for the 
pupils in the High Schools. He hoped the 
members would be able to explain this mat
ter to their constituents when they returned 
home.

The SPEAKER said no hon. member of 
the House knew better than the hon. mem
ber for Welland himself that this resolution 
could not be presented to the House from 
the chair. As it attempted to deal with the 
appropriations of public funds it must 
emanate from the Government.

Mr. CROOKS condemned the attempt of 
some public correspondents to malign the 
character of public school inspectors, and 
intimated that he would be prepared to dis
cuss this matter when the educational bill 
was considered in Committee.

Mr. MOWAT said the money was distri
buted according to the census.
APPEALS TO THE COURT OF AP

PEAL.
Mr. CLARKE (Norfolk) moved an order 

of the House for a return showing the num
ber of appeals to the Court of Appeal in 
this Province, including County Court Ap
peals, and the number of appeals from this 
Province to the Supreme Courts ; showing 
in each case the amounts claimed ; the 
costs incurred ; the nature of the action so 
far as these appear from the files of the 
Court, and the result of such appeal.

Mr. MOWAT said he would try and 
procure the return before the close of the 
session, provided only a return for two 
years, for instance, were asked for.

This was agreed to and the motion 
passed.
SCHOOL OF PRACTICAL SCIENCE.

Mr. BELL moved an order of the House 
for a return, showing the numbers, names, 
places of residence, profession or trade, 
length of time of attendance, as well as 
the subjects taught to each pupil attending 
the School of Technology or School of 
Practical Science, since the first day of 
January, 1874, to the present time. In 
moving the resolution the mover observed 
that he would be satisfied to have omitted 
certain returns which had already been 
brought down.

Mr. MEREDITH thought that the Min
ister of Education might place the House 
in possession of some information 
about the working of this School of 
Practical Science. He believed the feeling 
of the country was in favour of making 
University College do the work of the 
school, and thus save a large sum annually.

Mr. CROOKS said he had prepared a re
port on the subject, which would be sub
mitted to the House, and if that report did 
not contain the information needed, he 
would be glad to produce it, if possible. 
He then briefly stated the work at present 
done by the school, and contended that the 
institution was performing good service in 
the public interest.

Mr. BELL said the object of his resolu
tion was to ascertain whether the object for 
which this school was established was being 
carried into effect, viz., to give an educa
tion to mechanics. This was the object of 
the Government of the late Sandfield Mac
donald, but he understood that the 
benefits of the school were now conferred 
upon students belonging to University Col
lege and a couple of medical colleges. He 
would, with the permission of the House, ' 
enlarge his resolution, to have the return 
show the number of pupils attending Uni
versity College, medical schools, &c. He 
felt satisfied that the mechanics for whom 
the school was established, were not getting 
the advantage of the institution.

Mr. CROOKS consented to the enlarge
ment of the motion, as it was his desire to 
place all the information he could before the 
House.

Mr. LAUDER held that the institution 
was not answering the purposes for which 
it was originally established. If it was in
tended to benefit the mechanical classes, 
the building was erected in the very worst 
locality that it was possible to erect it, viz : 
University Park, close to University Col
lege. He reminded the House that Mr. 
Blake had opposed the establishment of 
this school, contending that Toronto Uni
versity College should be compelled to pro
vide the education proposed to be taught by 
the school.

Mr. MEREDITH produced a file of the 
Globe newspaper, and read from a report of 
a speech delivered by Mr. Blake on the 
Bubject, opposing, as the last speaker had 
said, the establishment of the school, and 
contending that University College should 
perform the work. In his (Mr. Meredith’s) 
opinion, this grant should be done away 
with, and thus a large saving would be made 
in the public interest.

The motion then passed.
TRIAL OF CIVIL CAUSES.

Mr. MONK moved the second reading 
of the bill relative to the trial of civil 
causes. He pointed out that some of the 
judges often kept juries much longer than 
was necessary, in fact, when their services 
were no longer needed.

Mr. MOWAT opposed the motion on the 
ground that the discretion of the judges 
should not be interfered with. He thought 
it better to allow the judges full power to 
keep the juries, if in their discretion, it 
was in the public interest to do so.

Mr. McLAWS supported the motion, 
and cited cases which had come under his 
own notice in which juries had been kept 
away from home for a period of two weeks, 
when there was nothing for them to do.

Mr. DEROCHE said in the interest of 
justice the motion ought to be voted down.

Mr. ROSS supported the motion. He 
held that the principle embodied in the bill 
was a good one and should become law. 
If it was laid down by statute that jury 
eases should be proceeded with with due 
despatch, in order not to detain juries, 
much satisfaction would be given the gene
ral public. If the profession were given to 
understand that jury cases would be tried 
first they would be ready to proceed with 
their work without delay.

Mr. DEACON opposed the motion, as 
he believed most of these complaints were 
trumped up.

Mr. HARDY was in favour of having 
two lists, the jury and non-jury lists, but 
whether it would be wise to restrict the 
discretion pf the judges was a different 

thing, and he advised 'the House to be 
careful and not cramp the judges in the 
discharge of their onerous duties. If the 
hon. gentleman would amend his bill so as 
to give the judges discretionary powers he 
saw no harm in allowing it to pass.

Mr. CURRIE said he thought it better “ 
for his hon. friend to withdraw his bill, as 
the object of -the resolution had already 
been attained by the establishment of cer
tain rules which, he held, would meet the 
case.

Mr. MERRICK supported the motion in 
order to save costs to counties.

Mr. FRASER opposed the resolution, 
contending that much harm- might result 
to the public if the judges had no discre
tion in the matters alluded te.

Mr. SCOTT thought the bijl introduced 
last session by his hon. friend had been 
productive of much good, because since 
.then the judges had established rules, which 
did much good. In his opinion the bill 
.ought to be read, go to committee, and, 
perhaps, in a modified form, become law.

Mr. MILLER did not see that any sav
ing could be effected by the bill. It would 
not save lawyers’ fees, and consequently he 
thought it better to allow the matter to re- 
puiin as it did at present.

The motion was then put and lost.— 
Yeas, 3.T; nays, 37. x

YeaS—Messrs. Appleby, Baker, Barr, Bell, Boul
ter, Broder, Calvin, Code, Coutts, Creighton, 
Deacon,Flesher,Grange,Harkin,Kean, Lauder, Long, 
McDougall, McGowan, McLaws, Master, Meredith, 
Merrick, Monk, Morns, O’Sullivan, Preston, 
Richardson, Robinson, Russ, Scott, Tooley, Wigle, 
Wills.—33.

Nays—Messrs.' Baxter, Bishop, Clarke (Norfolk), 
Clarke (Wellington), Cole, Crooks, Currie, Deroche, 
Finlayson, Fraser, Gibson, Graham, Grant, Har
court, Hardy, Hay, Hunter, Lane, Lyon (Algoma), 
Lyon (Halton), McCraney, McMahon, Miller, Mowat, 
O’Donoghue, Pardee, Patterson, Paxton, Sinclair, 
Snetsinger, Springer, Striker, Watterworth, Wid- 
difield, Williams, Wilson, Wood.—37.

ELECTION ACT OF ONTARIO.
Mr. MORRIS moved the second read

ing of the bill to amend the Election Act 
of Ontario, so that where municipal taxes 
are paid by instalments, voters shall be ab
solved from the obligation to swear that 
they have paid all their taxes in full when 
an instalment is due. He pointed out the 
disadvantages to which many voters were 
put in the city of Toronto, as well as other 
cities, and he trusted that the bill would 
become law, in the interest of the public 
who were classed as income voters.

Mr. MOWAT accepted the bill, and 
would not oppose it.

Mr. MEREDITH contended that the in
come tax should be abolished, as it was a 
disgrace to the statute book. He held that 
the parties coming under the restrictions of 
the law relating to income taxes should be 
permitted to vote without any restrictions 
whatever.

Mr. CURRIE opposed the bill and hoped 
the Government would not allow it to be
come law.

Mr. ROSS also opposed the proposition 
of the hon. member from London that in
come voters should be allowed to vote 
without being compelled to pay their taxes. 
He thought it only fair that they should be 
allowed to vote if they paid their tax in
stalments as they became due.

Mr. CREIGHTON supported the bill, 
believing that it would give much satisfac
tion to the public generally.

The motion was then passed and referred 
to a special committee.

The House rose at six o’clock.
After Recess.

The Speaker resumed the chair at 7.30. 
CORRECTION.

Mr. WHITE rose to make a correction. 
He had been reported by the Globe news
paper as having advocated on Tuesday the 
abolition of the Court of Appeal ; but this 
was an error, as he had adVqeated no such 
thing.

PRIVATE BILLS.
The House resolved itself into Commit

tee of the Whole on Private Bills, Mr. 
Clarke (Wellington) in the chair.

The bill respecting the Township of 
Harvey, County of Peterboro’, was taken 
up and passed.

The bill to incorporate the Ontario Cen
tral Railway Company passed.

The bill respecting the Stratford and 
Huron Railway Company being taken up,

Mr. HUNTER objected to several of the 
clauses, which provided for expending the 
moneys, voted by one municipality, in an
other.

Mr. LAUDER suggested that the motion 
should not be pressed until those interested 
in the bill should arrive to give explana
tions.

The bill was allowed to stand, and the 
Committee rose and reported.



SECOND READINGS.
The following bills were read a second 

time, and ordered for a third reading to
morrow :—-

Hill to incorporate the Ontario Veterin
ary Association.

Bill respecting the Grand Junction Rail
way Company.

Bill relating to the Hamilton and North- 
Western Railway Company.

Bill respecting the Water Works of the 
City of Ottawa.

THE POINT OF ORDER.
Mr. LAUDER resumed the debate which 

was adjourned last evening upon the point 
of order, whether the member for West 
Toronto should read part of a letter to the 
House without giving the House the whole 
letter, including the signature. He quoted 
an extract from a speech delivered by Mr 
Blake, as reported in the Globe, in which 
that gentleman had read a letter to this 
House, charging the Sandfield Macdonald 
Government with gross neglect of duty in 
permitting the lunatic asylum in Orillia to 
be so badly constructed ; and in that case 
Mr. Blake refused to disclose the name of 
the author, and still he was allowed to 
read the letter to the House. He held 
that this case was precisely similar to that 
under discussion last night. Consequently 
the hon. member for West Toronto should 
be permitted to read the letter which he 
produced last night, reflecting on the 
management of the Central Prison.

Mr. MOWAT said that perhaps no ob
jection had been taken to Mr. Blake’s 
right to read the letter.

Mr. LAUDER—Yes; the objection was 
taken all through, but Mr. Speaker still 
permitted Mr. Blake to read the letter 
without disclosing the signature.

Mr. MOWAT said that he was free to 
admit that the gentlemen on his side of the 
House had the best of the argument last 
night ; but on looking into the authorities 
he could find nothing to debar a member of 
the House reading a letter without giving 
the name of the author. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. MEREDITH congratulated the Pre
mier upon having escaped placing the 
House in a very awkward postion, and 
in his opinion he thought the Opposition 
should be thanked for having permitted the 
Attorney-General an opportunity to look 
into authorities, before a vote w’as taken on 
the point of order ; and now he was glad 
to observe that the Government had to ad
mit that the Opposition were quite correct 
in the course they had taken.

Mr. LAUDER spoke to the same effect.
Mr. MORRIS, while congratulating the 

House upon having escaped from a very 
embarrassing position, stated that he trust
ed in future the example of the British 
House of Commons should be taken as a guide, 
and when questions of order were raised, 
the appeal would be taken not to the House 
but to the Speaker direct, and he ventured 
to assert that in nine cases out of ten the 
ruling of the Speaker would not be appeal
ed against. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. BELL was much pleased with the 
result of the adjourned debate on the sub
ject of the point of older ; and now that 
it had been affirmed that he was correct in 
the course he had pursued last night when 
he desired to read the letter. (Hear.) 
And he now desired to tell the Attorney- 
General that the author of the letter was 
not a discharged convict from the Central 
Prison ; he was not a convict, nor a guard, 
nor a discharged guard, nor a disappointed 
contractor, nor an official of any kind, but 
a gentleman of high standing, whose word 
he could depend upon, and as good a 
Grit as any gentleman on the other side of 
the House. (Laughter and applause.) He 
now wished to allude to the aspersions cast 
upon his character last night by the Pro
vincial Secretary, who had said he had 
pursued a dishonourable course. Now, he 
wished the honourable gentleman to know 
that his honour was in his own keep'ng, 
and that he was as capable of preserving 
his honour as the Provincial Secretary.

Mr. HARDY rose to a question of order, 
contending that the member for West 
Toronto was not speaking to the question. 
If he wished to discuss personal matters, 
he w’ould expect to be permitted to reply 
to him.

The SPEAKER ruled that the hon. 
member for West Toronto could not pro
ceed in his attack upon the Provincial 
Secretary.

Mr. BELL—All right, then ; I shall tase 
another opportunity of replying to that 
hon. gentleman.

DISEASE IN FRUIT TREES.
Mr. CREIGHTON moved the second 

reading of his bill for the suppression of 
the disease among fruit trees known as 

black knot, especially plum trees; and 
also that known as “yellows,” affecting 
peach and other fruit trees.

The motion was carried, and the bill re
ferred to a special committee.

MORTGAGES.
The House went into committee on the 

bill to give mortgagees certain powers now 
commonly inserted in mortgages. The 
bill passed and committe rose.

MUNICIPAL LOAN FUND.
Air. WOOD moved the second reading of 

the bill respecting payments under the 
Municipal Loan Fund Scheme where In
dians are interested.

The motion was deferred.
TILE DRAINAGE.

Mr. WOOD moved that the House will 
to-morrow resolve itself into Committee to 
consider a certain proposed resolution rela
tive to the Ontario Tile Drainage Act. 
Carried,

SUPPLY.
The House resolved itself into Committee 

of Supply, Mr. Clarke (Wellington) in the 
chair.

On the item for the Central Prison,
Mr. MEREDITH drew attention to the 

large salary paid the Superintendent of the 
Industries—$2,000 per year. He wanted 
to know what duties that officer was ex
pected to perform.

Mr. WOOD said that the Superintendent 
had to purchase material, sell the manu
factured goods, consisting of brooms, 
matting, etc.; and he did not think the 
salary was too large.

Mr. MEREDITH contended that this 
officer was paid entirely too much, espe
cially as he had an accountant at a salary of 
$1,000 to assist him.

Air. LAUDER also held that the super
intendent alluded to had little or nothing 
to do; and consequently it was the duty of 
the Government to reduce his salary.

Mr. WHITE said surely something must 
be wrong in the management of the Cen
tral Prison when the expenses swallowed 

«11 the receipts. (Hear, hear.) He 
B4,id the reformatory of Detroit was work
ed at a large profit; and he saw no reason 
why the same should not be the result of 
the management of the Central Prison

, Toronto,

Mr. BELL wished the Treasurer to state 
what had been the result of the advertise
ment issued by the Government offering to 
sell the labour of the convicts,

Mr. WOOD replied that one offer had 
been received from a party who wished to 
have some commqn furniture manufac
tured, but as the Government had consid
ered that this proposition would come in 
competition with free labour it had been 
decided not to accept the tender. It was 
the intention to keep the convicts working 
at matting, for which the Government 
would have the whole Dominion for a mar
ket.

The next item of $30,032 14 for the Pro
vincial Reformatory, Penetanguishene, was 
passed after a few explanations, and the 
Committee rose.

The House adjourned at 10.45.

NOTICE OF MOTION.
Mr. McLaws—On Friday—Bill to amend 

the municipal law.
------ —-»--------- -

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES.

HURON AND ONTARIO SHIP CANAL.
Wednesday, Feb. 19.

A meeting of the Special Committee on 
the Huron and Ontario Ship Canal project 
was held in one of the Committee rooms 
this forenoon, Dr. Widdifield in the chair. 
The members present were :—Messrs. 
Morris, Lane, Hunter, Parkhill, Deroclie, 
Long, Patterson and Chisholm.

Air. Frank Turner appeared before the 
Committee at Mr. Capreol’s request, and 
explained at some length the nature of the 
hydraulic lift-lock, which is a comparatively 
modern invention. He had diagrams and 
maps on the walls to enable the Committee 
more fully to comprehend the character 
and merits of the invention ; and at the 
close of his remarks he wasrequested to re
duce his statements to writing for sub
mission to the Committee at its next meet
ing, such meeting to be subject to the call 
of the chairman.

Mr. Capreol next addressed the meet
ing briefly upon the points which he de
sired the Committee to bring under the no
tice of the House.

The Committee then adjourned.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE. 
Wednesday, Feb. 15.

This Committee met at eleven o’clock 
to-day, Mr. Clarke (Wellington) in the 
clfair. The members present were-— 
Messrs. Meredith, Ross, Hardy, Ferris, 
Striker, Wood. Ballantyne, Harcourt. 
Merrick and Williams.

Mr. Murray, detective for the Ontario 
Government, was called and examined re
garding the nature of the work he per
formed, the method he pursued in making 
a report of his expenses, which it seems 
are simply submitted to the department 
without au affidavit; but he assured the 
Committee every item was correct. He 
was under the direct supervision of the 
Attorney-General’s Department ; and his 
duty consisted in hunting up and bringing 
to justice murderers, burglars, counter
feiters, &c., whom the local or county au
thorities could not deal with.

Mr. Meredith said it seemed strange to 
him that the Ontario Government had to 
pay large sums of money for the detection 
of criminals, which, in his opinion, should 
be paid by the various county councils.

Mr. Wood explained that many im
portant cases would be allowed to pass 
unnoticed if the Government did not at
tend to them.

R. H. Brown, clerk in the Crown Lands 
Department, was called and examined 
with regard to refunds on public lands ; 
and in order to produce some letters with 
reference to some funds at present in the 
hands of the Government, belongirfg to 
Messrs.Oliver, Davidson & Co., the further 
examination of the witness was postponed.

The Committee then adjourned till to
morrow.

PRIVATE BILLS COMMITTEE.
Wednesday, Feb. 19.

A meeting of the Private Bills Committee 
was held yesterday morning. Hon. C. F. 
Fraser occupied the chair. Air. Morris in
troduced Ex-Aid. Turner and a deputation 
from the City Council, who appeared before 
the Committee to urge the passage of the 
Consolidation and Local Improvement Bills. 
Mr. A. Manning was also present, and in
tended presenting arguments in opposition 
to the bills.

Ex-Aid. Turner said he had very recent
ly been a member of the City Council, and 
had been requested by that body to say a 
few’ words before the Committee respecting 
the bills he had so great a share in prepar
ing. The principal of the Consolidation 
Bill was that the corporation proposed to 
take the power to issue debentures, as 
those at present outstanding fell due, and 
it was intended to issue the new debentures 
at a low’er rate of interest than the pre
sent, viz.: 6 percent. It was also proposed 
to abandon the sinking fund, by which 
means it was expected to effect a saving of 
from §200,000 to $250,000 per year ; and 
this was a very important matter in view 
of the fact that the city debt charges for 
1878 represented 11J mills upon the assess
ment of §50,000,000. He maintained that 
it was absolutely impossible for the corpor
ation to meet the growing requirements of 
the city and pay the very heavy debt 
charges in connection with the present city 
debt. While, therefore, he proposed to 
abolish the sinking fund and reduce the 
rate of interest, he also considered it neces
sary to limit the borrowing powers of the 
corporation to §6,000,000, but if in 
the future it was necessary to issue 
bonds for any purpose that the 

| citizens might approve, it could only be 
done to the extent of J of the increased 
assessed value of the city. As regarded 
the abolition of the sinking fund, he main
tained that it was no new feature inasmuch 
as the legislation in the matter of the con
solidation of the city debt in 1871 reduced 
the sinking fund charges 80 per cent., or 
from 5 per cent, to 1 per cent. He in
sisted that it was not necessary to provide 
a sinking fund as the corporation held real 
estate valued at $4,500,000. With refer
ence to the Local Improvement Bill, he ex
plained the principle upon which it was 
proposed to deal with it, viz , to make 
each street pay for its own improvements 
and no others. The corporation had this 
power already to some extent. For in
stance, all the sewers that were being put 
down were done on the local improvement 
principle, and his proposition Was to ex
tend the principle to roadways and side
walks. In order to do this advantageously 
it was necessary to borrow the money at 
the lowest possible rate, and that in the 
English market; the present local improve-



was to

l in the 
local improvements 

petitioned for, the

ment bonds had to be sold in Canada owing 
to the small issues and the short periods 
which they had to run. City of Toronto 
local improvement bonds he saw quoted at 
991 in the morning papers, and in the same 
issues he observed that the general 6 per 
cent, debenture in the London market was 
quoted at 110. His intention, therefore, 
was to ask authority for the issue of $2,000,- 
000 of bonds on the credit of the city, and 
which would be designated as the “City 
of Toronto Local Improvement Fund De
bentures.” This $2,000,000 
be issued from time to time as needed, 
and the proceeds applied 
making of such 1 '
as might be petitioned 
corporation holding as collateral security 
for the bonds issued in England the deben
tures of the different localities in which the 
different improvements were made. The 
two bills,—Consolidation and Local Im
provement—could not be separated, for as 
the corporation could not make an appropria
tion from the yearly revenues sufficient to 
meet the general street improvements of 
the city they must be met either by the 
frontage tax or by a fresh issue of deben
tures upon the general credit of the city ; 
and as the Consolidation Bill limited the

I borrowing powers of the corporation they 
would be prevented from issuing bonds be
yond the present indebtedness of §6,000,- 
000. The railway system of Toronto was 
almost complete, and the common schools 
were nearly adequate to the requirements 
of the city. Nearly all the requisites in 
municipal and other matters were complete 
and a credit to the city, and, therefore, 
they had considered in the City Council 
that the time had come for a readjustment 
of the city debt.

The Chairman thought that the whole 
question resolved itself into the fact that the 
debt was to remain as it is for forty years, 
the interest only being paid, and at the end 
of the forty years, they might pay the debt 
or not, just as they choose.

Ex-Aid. Turner said that they did not 
require power to force the present deben
ture holders to give up their bonds—that 
,?as entirely optional. Some gentlemen 
had stated that while it was desirable the 
Consolidation Bill should pass, the Local 
Improvement Bill should not be adopted. 
The City Council, while willing to accept 
certain amendments, would withdraw both 
bills if the principles of both were not re
cognized.

The Chairman desired to know if it was 
intended to make any exemptions.

Ex-Aid. Turner stated that there never 
was a law passed that did not press heavily 
on some individuals. The question of ex
emptions had for some time created con
siderable interest, and he thought that as 
clerical and Government property partici
pated in all the benefits accruing to good 
municipal government, it should at least 
pay for sidewalks.

Mr. Alexander Manning wished to say 
a few words on behalf of the property
owners. He was surprised that the Coun
cil had selected as a representative a gen
tleman who did not occupy a seat, at their 
meetings. They might have selected the 
Mayor, or the city solicitor, or others 
among themselves. Mr. Turner had no 
fight to assume for the Council that the 
bills must go together or fall together, 
During the present period the depression 

j yras so great that a repetition might be ex
pected of the embarrassments sustained 

> between the years 1857 and 1871, when

property-owners were the poorest men in 
the city. The extravagance of the Council 
from 1873 to 1877 was something extraor
dinary, and now in the endeavour to lift 
the burden of debt from the shoulders of 
the Corporation, they desired to place it on 
the shoulders of the property-owners. It 
was true that when the scheme was pre
sented to the citizens they voted in favour 
of it, but it should be understood that 
many of them voted for it without know
ing properly what it meant. He knew of 
an instance where a voter was asked if he 
would vote for consolidation. The man 
said he did not understand it, and desired 
an explanation. The returning officer 
replied that if the consolidation scheme 
was carried the ratepayers would get rid of 
a large portion of their taxes. When the 
returning officer was asked why he made 
so erroneous a statement, he answered that 
he had been instructed to do so. He (Mr. 
Manning) was not speaking politically now, 
but on a matter effecting his personal inter
ests. The Council of past years had be
haved disgracefully towards the city. The 
scheme Mr. Turner had prepared was a 
good one for himself and other manufac

turers, but a very bid one for property 
owners. The local improvement scheme 
had made Chicago bankrupt, and nearly 
ruined Cleveland, and to attempt to apply 
a similar scheme in Toronto was exceeding
ly dangerous and ill-advised. Mr. Man
ning here read a communication received 
from Chancellor Spragge, concerning the 
proposed bills, in which the views expressed 
were decidedly opposed to their adoption. 
He (Mr. Manning) was compelled to pay 
$800 taxes per annum for the house he lived 
in, and that sum he did not think he could 
get for it in the shape of rent. It was the 
merchants and manfaeturers, whose heavy 
waggons were continually cutting up the 
streets, should pay the taxes for street im
provements. The proposed bill provided 
for removing the taxes from the merchants 
and manufacturers, and placed the whole 
burden on the owners of real estate. The 
fact of the matter was the Council had 
come before the Legislature in order that 
they might be let out of a difficulty in 
which they were involved by former Coun
cils, and thus more heavily burden the 
property owners.

Aid. Scarth stated in explanation of the 
first of Mr. Manning’s remarks, that Mr. 
Turner, at the request of the Executive 
Committee and the Council, had kindly 
consented to speak on their behalf before 
the Private Bills Committee, as he (Mr. 
Turner) was the father of the proposed bills. 
Mr. Turner had possibly made a mistake in 
stating that the Council had decided both 
bills should go together or else drop en
tirely. That was the decision of the for
mer Council, but the existing Council had 
not arrived at that conclusion.

Ex-Aid. Turner, in replying to Mr. 
Manning, said that the remarks passed by 
that gentleman in reference to him (Mr. 
Turner) being spokesman for the Council, 
were ungracious and uncalled for. He had 
appeared before the committee only at the 

, earnest request of the Council ; and in any 
ease he thought he had as much right to 
appear in favour of the bill as Mr. Manning 
had to oppose it.

Mr. Turner was proceeding to answer 
Mr. Manning’s arguments when the chair
man adjourned the meeting, stating that 
twenty minutes would be allowed to Mr. 
Turner this morning for the purpose of 
concluding his speech.

The Committee will meet at ten o’clock 
this morning.

TiJIRB l,EfiI8L4TBRE-F0URTH SESSION

Thursday, February 20.
The Speaker took the chair at 3 o’clock, 

p.m.
Prayers were read by the Rev. Mr. Ant- 

liff.

the third

the town- 
of Peter-

THE HOSPITAL.
Mr. BELL presented a petition from the 

corporation of the city of Toronto, praving 
for certain amendments to the Act respect
ing the General Hospital.

REPORTS.
Mr. FRASER presented the thirteenth 

report of the Private Bills Committee, and 
the seventh report of the Railway Com
mittee, which were adopted.

Mr. HARDY brought down the return 
ordered by the House in reference to the 
Ontario Gazette.

BILLS INTRODUCED,
The following bills were introduced and 

read the first time :—
Mr. BAXTER—To amend the Municipal 

Act.
Mr. SPRINGER—To amend the Muni

cipal Act.
Mr. WOOD—For the further investment 

of the public moneys in Municipal Drain
age Debentures.

Mr. CURRIE—Respecting the sale of 
lands under mortgage.

Mr. MOWAT—To provide for the estab
lishment of an industrial refuge for girls.

THIRD READINGS.
The following bills were read 

time and passed:—
Mr. DEROCHE—Respecting 

ship of Harvey, in the county 
borough.

Mr. MOWAT—Respecting the registra
tion of deaths.
LADIES’ BENEVOLENT AND TEM- 

PERANCE HOME.
Mr. WOOD moved that the House do 

ratify an order-in-Couneil, approved by the 
Lieut.-Governor on the 25th day of Jan
uary, 1879, which order is to the follow
ing effect :—“ Upon the recommendation 
of the Hon. the Treasurer, the Committee 
of Council advise that the institution known 
as the ‘ Ladies’ Benevolent and Temperanco 
Home’ in St. Thomas, be taken and named 
as one of the charitable institutions en
titled hereafter to receive aid under the
• Charity Aid Act,’ and that the said in
stitution be taken as named in schedule 
‘ B’ of the said Act as regards the care of 
adults, and in schedule 1 C’ of the said Act 
as regards the care of children.”

Mr. MEREDITH said the Government 
had granted several sums to benevolent in
stitutions, but this was the first occasion 
in which the Treasurer had asked the rati
fication of the order-in-Counil. He thought 
the other orders-in-Council should be rati
fied.

In reply to Mr. Lauder,
Mr. WOOD read a report from the In

spector of Prisons and Asylums, setting 
forth that the institution was a good one, 
and worthy of aid.

Tho motion passed.
REFUGE FOR FALLEN WOMEN.

Mr. WOOD moved that the House do 
ratify an order-in-Council, approved by the 
Lieutenant-Governor, on the 25th day of 
January, 1879, which order is to the fol
lowing effect :—“ Upon the recommenda
tion of the Honourable the Treasurer the 
Committee of Council advise that the in
stitution known as the ‘ Refuge for Fallen 
W>>men, ’ conducted by the Sisters of the 
Good Shepherd in the city of Toronto, be 
taken and named as one of the charitable 
institutions hereafter to receive aid under 
the ‘ Charity Aid Act,’ and that the said 
institution be taken as named in schedule
* C’ of the said Act.” He explained that 
the report of the Inspector of Asylums and 
Prisons was in favour of this institution.

Mr. LAUDER thought that great care 
should be taken in adding institutions to 
the list of those entitled to receive aid un
der the “ Charity Aid” Act.

Mr. CURRIE agreed that these grants 
required watching. In 1874 the Govern
ment granted §42,000 in this way, and this 
year the sum had increased to 873,000. If 
the increase continued in the same propor-



tion, the grants would prove a serious bur
den to the Province. If these institutions 
went on increasing, the Legislature ought 
to amend the Act.

The motion passed.
DEEDS TO RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES.

The bill to authorize certain variations 
in deeds to trustees of religious societies 
(Mr. Mowat) was considered in Committee 
of the Whole, and received certain amend
ments.
THE ONTARIO TILE DRAINAGE ACT.

On the motion of Mr. Wood, the House 
went into Committee of the Whole on his 
resolution to extend the provisions of the 
Tile Drainage Act to stone and wood drains.

Mr. RICHARDSON objected to extend
ing the provisions of the act to wood drains, 
as they were not effective, and county 
councils would refuse applications from 
parties in regard to wood drains.

Mr, ROSE YEAR favoured the resolution.
The resolution passed through Com

mittee and was concurred in.
THE ESTIMATES.

The House again went into Committee of 
Simply. Mr. Clarke (Wellington) in the 
chair,

jir. CROOKS, in moving that the item 
education $516,935 be passed, stated that 
there had been a decrease of $27,880 as 
compared with last year. The gross de
crease had been $32,980 and the increases 
$5,100 which left the net decrease what he 
had stated. He proceeded to refer to the 
query in the pamphlet of Senator Mac
pherson which asked the reason 
of the $200,000 increase in the cost 
of education from 1871 to 1877 and how 
much went to the placemen. He enumer
ated the items in which the increases had 
occurred. The revenue in 1877 was $22, 
331 more than in 1871, so that the actual 
increase was $176,344. He proposed to 
show how much of this amount went to the 
people. The item for Public and Separate 
Schools increased in 1877 by $66,000 as 
compared with 1871 and all of this went for 
the benefit of the people. The grants for 
High Schools were increased between the 
same years by $5,000, and therefore 
pone of this went to placemen. The in
creases for the schools in new and poor 
townships, $6,000, also went directly to 
the people. About $19,331 of the increase 
was received by municipalities in aid of the 
County educational institutions and to
wards the payment of School Inspectors in 
the Counties. The inspection of the pub
lic schools cost an increase of $16,378, so 
that it would be seen that nearly the whole 
of the total increase for 1877 had been ac
counted for as going directly to the people. 
The increase for High School inspection 
was $86,632, which being under the con
trol of the Department, he would explain 
presently, the Department being responsi
ble. The same might be said of the in
crease of $5,977 for departmental examina
tions. With regard to the increase of $60,- 
000 for Public and Separate Schools, it was 
made on the advice of the then Superin
tendent of Education, who recommended 
an increase oi $20,000 for each of the years 
1872-3 4 on the ground that the local 
grants were largely increasing, and should 
be adequately supplemented by the Pro
vince. In 1873 the local grants received 
$300,000, and up to 1877 they continued to 
increase, while the Legislative grant re 
mainsd nearly stationary. By 1877 the 
lqcal contributions reached the total 
of nearly two and a half millions. 
The provincial proportion to contributions 
was therefore only one-tenth of the whole 
grant. Nearly 80 per cent of the expendi
ture was for teachers’ salaries, and they 
were not overpaid. In 1871 the schools 
numbered 4,480, in 1877 5,140; the 
teachers numbered in 1871, 5,306 and in 
1877, 6,468, so that increased expenditure 
was inevitable. The school population in 
1871 was 446,000 and in 1877, 490,000. In i 
explaining the increase of $16,000 for pub
lic school inspection, he said that the sys
tem of county superintendence was intro
duced in 1871 and that of local inspection 
abolished. He proceeded to explain the 
position of County Inspectors and stated 
that the County Council had the power to 
dismiss an inspector for misconduct by a 
two-thirds vote ; so that in fact the inspec
tors were county officials. With regard to 
the way in which the counties paid their 
inspectors was as two dollars to one for 
what the Government paid them ; but the 
Government paid nothing toward the salary 
of inspectors. He complained of being put 
on his defence by the pamphlet to 
which he had already alluded, and said 
that he would try and place himself fairly 
before the public. He cited a number of 

figures to show tnar, as compared with the 
expense of education in the United States, 
great economy was observed in the educa
tion of the youth of Ontario. He pro
ceeded to state in detail the nature of the 
inspection of public and high schools, aid 
to schools in new and poor sections, de
partmental examinations,* and the expenses 
attending the training of public school 
teachers. When on the subject of the 
examinations, he said he intended to re
commend the Governor-in-Council that the 
regulations should be amended, by which 
the intermediate examination of teachers 
should only be held once a year. This 
improvement was to be made at the sug
gestion and recommendation of Prof. 
Young, who held that two examinations in 
one year was too severe. By this new 
regulation a saving of about $4,000 a year 
would be effected. He explained the 
nature of examinations by the County 
Boards of Examiners, and contended that 
in conducting them latterly a great re- 
duction had been effected in the matter of 
expense.

The House rose at six o’clock.
After Recess.

Mr. CROOKS resumed his speech, and 
defended the increase of other items under 
education in 1877, and concluded by 
thanking the Committee for allowing him 
to explain in an unusual way and at un
usual length the estimates in connection 
with education.

On the sub-item, $240,000, for Public 
and Separate Schools,

Mr. MEREDITH said if anything dis
proved the assertion of the Attorney- 
General that the pamphlet of Senator 
Macpherson was not worthy of notice, 
it would be the exhaustive speech of the 
Minister of Education. The subject of 
education was not one that should be dis
cussed from a party point of view, and he 
might admit that there wa3 great force in 
the arguments adduced by the Minister 
of Education for some of the increases. 
He fancied, however; that there might 
be a saving in the items for 
inspection, departmental examinations, 
Ottawa Normal School, and schools in new 
and poor townships. He thought the High 
School Inspectors might be reduced from 
three to one.

Mr. HARCOURT was glad to acknow
ledge that, the subject of education had 
been approached by both sides of the House 
in a fair spirit. It was not a matter of 
surprise that there were some minor defects 
in the educational system, and all that 
would be asked was that the Minister of 
Education would weigh well the sugges
tions for improvements that might be 
made. The efficient result of the system 
might be impaired by injudicious inspec
tors, careless teachers, and neglectful 
trustees, and in til- se cases the system was 
often blamed hastily for irregular attend
ance and poor school-work. These diffi
culties could only be partially removed by 
legislation, if at all. Very often the labour 
market in a Bection might so compete with 
the school system, as to render it 
nugatory. His contention was there
fore that unsatisfactory results in 
certain districts, should not, without en
quiry, be attributed to the system. It was 
objected that the system was expensive, 
but they all agreed that they must be 
liberal with the schools. If they had to 
retrench at all, they should begin, not at 
the public schools, but at the high schools. 
He did not think the Legislative grant 
for elementary education too high, in view 
of what the people gave themselves. From 
1864 to 1874 the expenditure had increased 
by a yearly average of $86,000. In refer
ring to the remarks of the leader of the Op
position, he gave, it as his opinion that two 
high school inspectors could not do the 
work. He suggested that one of the in
termediate examinations in the year might 
be dispensed with. He defended the es 
tablishment of the county model schools, 
which he said had done good work.

Mr. LAUDER considered that the cost 
of High School Inspection was too high. 
These inspectors received over $8,000 in 
1S77, which was a great deal too much. In 
that year they drew money in addition to 
their salaries for extra services. He thought 
there were grounds for the complaint of the 
expenditure in the Department, and in con
nexion with the Depository. He read ex
tracts from speeches made by Reformers at 
Reform conventions, complaining of the 
cost of school books, tlte length of the sum
mer vacation, and the arbitrary power 
given to inspectors as to the erection of 
school houses. He was glad that the feel
ing was that both pai ties should work to

gether lor tlie periecuon oi tne educational 
system. (Hear, hear).

Mr. CURRIE approved of the explana
tion of the Minister of Education, and 
pointed out that largo as the total legisla
tive grant was to our schools, it only’ gave 
$46 to each school.

Dr. CLARKE (Norfolk) made a few re
marks, in the course of which, he asked if 
the old system of requiring the books to be 
obtained direct from the Depository, was 
to be retained. He objected to the holding 
of third-class examinations in the heat of 
summer.

Mr. DEROCHE followed in support o' 
the encouragement of education to poor 
schools, or at least to poor' townships, 
where much good had been done by the aid 
thus far given, but he was in favour of a 
larger grant being given to assist in the 
new townships. He had to find fault with 
the way in w’hich the money had been dis
tributed, and be wis glad to be able to 
state that the Minister of Education had 
promised to have the system improved. He 
thought it would give more satisfaction if 
the inspectors were permitted to distribute 
the money according as their judgment 
dictated. 11c was inclined, however, to 
the opinion that two thousand dollars a 
year was too high a salary for the inspec
tors. He was in favour of improving the 
model schools of the country in preference to 
expending so much money on the Normal 
Schools. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. RICHARDSON expressed his plea
sure at the non-political character of the 
discussion upon the educational question 
at present under discussion. He spoke 
strongly in favour of encouraging the 
model schools and suggested that the Gov
ernment might very well consider the 
propriety of granting aid to those who de
sired to attend such schools from the rural 
districts but were too poor to do so. A 
suggestion had been thrown out to reduce 
the number of Government school inspec
tors to two hut he thought the House 
should exercise much prudence before do
ing anything that might injure the effici
ency of the public schools. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. CROOKS briefly replied, agreeing to 
some of the Suggestions of members, but 
maintaining his own views with regard to 
some other matters discussed.

' The item then passed.
I The following items were passed without 
discussion, viz., inspection of Public and 
Separate Schools, $29,250 ; schools in new 
and poor townships, $12,000 ; High Schools 
and Collegiate Institutes, $75,500.

On the item of $7,500 for inspection of 
High Schools and Collegiate Institutes,

Mr. CODE complained of the conduct of 
some inspectors, some of whom gave very 
little attention to the inspection of the 
schools. He had observed that the inspec
tors paid flying visits to the schools—not 
remaining more than an hour or two in 
them. Under these circumstances he 
thought two inspectors could do all the 
work that is required of the three now em
ployed. He also complained of the .arbi
trary conduct of an inspector who had paid 
his village a visit, and advised the Govern
ment to withhold the grant,. because he 
said the School Board was about to 
fit «up an old building as a school, 
whereas the building was a good 
one and had cost the village $7,0C0. An 
acre of ground was also attached to the 
building, but this, in the opinion of the 

i inspector, was insufficient, although the 
j Department iutimated that half an acre 

was quite enough. This inspector had 
caused a great deal of trouble in the vil
lage, and he believed the grant was yet 
witheld. He hoped the Minister of Edu
cation would order that the amount due the 
village be handed over.

The remaining items were' then passed 
for the maintenance of education ; also the 
items for the maintenance of the institution 
for the deaf and dumb at Belleville, and of 
the institution for the blind at Brantford ; 
the first item being $38,261, and the latter 
$29,315.

On the item of $27,000 for immigration, 
Mr. MEREDITH hoped the item would 

be struck out of the estimates. He really 
thought this item ought to be omitted al
together, as he regarded it as unnecessary. 
He would ask the Provincial Secretary if 
the Government had any policy on this 
subject, and if he could inform the House 
if the agreement with the Dominion Gov
ernment was to be continued.

Mr. HARDY replied that he thought it 
was the intention of the Dominion Govern
ment to withdraw some of their agents in ~ 
Europe; but, of course, the agreement 
with the Ontario Government would con
tinue.

Mr. MEREDITH held that the Ontario 
Government should not expend any more



money than the amount winch they were 
bound to expend by ths agreement with 
the Dominion Government.

Mr. HARDY contended that the Ontario 
agent in London was doing good service, _ 
and as that officer had held out induce- _ 
meats of a pecuniary nature to intending 
immigrants, it would be very imprudent 
to withdraw the grant without at least a 
year’s notice.

Mr. MEREDITH said that the agents j 
of the Dominion Government in Great 
Britain would do all the work supposed to 
be performed by the Ontario agent at Lon
don. Surely the Dominion agents advised 
immigrants to come to the Dominion 
generally, and Ontario would get its share 
of the number thus sent out. Great care 
should also be exercised in assisting per
sons who might take advantage of the aid 
given by this Government to reach the 
United, States. At any rate, he thought 
the item should be reduced by one half. 
(Hear, hear.)

Mr. HARDY contended that several im
migrants had come out from old France 
and settled in Essex. (Laughter.)

Mr. WHITE had never heard of a sin
gle immigrant from old France corning 
out to settle in Essex. If such were the 
case he would have heard of it, but he did i 
know that good farm hands had come out 
there, and then started west as soon as pos
sible to take up free lands in the Western 
States. He said the Dominion Govern- j 
ment had employed a certain doctor as an 
agent at Detroit to forward immigrants os- ! 
feasibly to Manitoba, but in fact it was 
well known that this same agent was inter
ested in sending immigrants to the Western 
States.

Mr. LAUDER ridiculed the statement of 
the Provincial Secretary that immigrant s 
from' old France had recently settled m Es
sex ; but thi3 statement might have passed 
if the hon. member for Essex (Mr. White) 
had not sat down upon it and crushed it. 
(Laughter.) If the Provincial 'Secretary 
bad documents to prove that settlers from

old France had come into Essex, he hoped 
he would produce them. (Hear, hear.) 
Rut seriously, he thought the item ought 
to be reduced.

Mr. MILLER was strongly in faveur of 
expending large sums of money in the en
couragement of immigrants to Canada. 
They had ample room for a million settlers 
in the Muskoka and Parry Sound districts.. 
He would have pamphlets and excellent 
Canadian maps distributed *n all prominent 
places in Europe. He weuld have good 
maps—not the kind of maps distributed 
among the members a few days ago. (Hear, 
hear.) He had to confess that that map 
was too much for him. (Laughter.)

Mr. LAUDER—Mark Twain’s map. 
(Laughter.)

Mr. MILLER—yer, exactly, the kind of 
map by which Mark Twain tried to get out 
of Paris during the siege. (Laughter.)

Mr. BARR briefly addressed the House, 
after which the item passed.

The Committee then rose and reported.
The House adjourned at 11 o’clock.

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES.

PRIVATE BILLS COMMITTEE.
Thursday, Feb. 20.

This Committee met this forenoon for the 
purpose of hearing the legislative Commit
tee of the City Council in the promotion of 
the bill for the consolidation of the city 
debt, local improvement tax, &c.

Mr. Fraser occupied the chair, and the 
attendance both of members of the House, • 
as well as ot the City Council, was large 
aud influential.

Ex-Aid. Turner, on behalf of the city, 
continued his speech of yesterday in sup
port of the bill, and pointed out briefly the 
good results which would be conferred upon 
the city if the bill became law.

Mr. Mayor Beaty was requested to say 
what he thought of the bills before the 
Committee. He referred to the advocacy 
of the bills by Ex-Aid. Turner as showing 
the disposition of the Council to deal gen
erously with the promotion of the bills and 
loyally to the citizens who had voted for 
the scheme, whether fully understood or 
not. The opportunity was given to let the 
views from that point of view be fully ven
tilated. The city had needs. It required 
relief, and ought to have some. He could 
not sympathize with the idea that the two 
bills were inseparable, so connected that 
one could not be granted without the other. 
The real result for the year of granting con

solidation and refusiug the trontage tax, 
would be that the charge on general taxa
tion of street repairs would remain as be
fore. The needs of the city that were 
pressing were the extension of time for 
payment of the six mills, and the reduction 
of the sinking fund to the lowest possible 
amount consistent with municipal legisla
tion, aud with the security of the creditors. 
A reduction of interest would be 
very important, and altogether with 
the other reductions might have the 
effect of reducing taxation to at least fifteen 
mills, aud still maintain the streets in 
good order. The six mills of last year 
were extra and need not be incurred again, 
and the reduction of the Sinking Fund by 
$250,000 or so would make another five 
mills, and so moderate the oppressive tax
ation of previous years. On the point as 
to taking away the Sinking Fund, he 
thought it would not be wise to do so 
without putting something in its place as a 
substitute. It would not do for Toronto, 
by a sort of legal violence, to deprive tho 
creditors of -their security without some
thing being placed in lieu of it. He re
commended a schedule of property, 
such as the Water Works, the property on 
Church, King and Front streets, to be 
made out and attached to the bill, aud the 
present debt of the city would form thereon 
a primary charge, and thus a security 
almost equal to the debt would be given at 
once ; and the fair fame of the city W'ould 
be maintained and its credit enhanced. In 
the course of twenty years we might reason
ably expect it to double in value, and" the 
citizens then would be no worse off. The 
reasons of making the debt payable at a 
long period would be to reduce the Sinking 
Fund and allow another generation—which 
would probably reap as much advantages 
from the railroads, etc., for which the debt 
was incurred, as we do—to pay a share of 
it. The debt represented permanent im
provements for the most part, and should 
not be paid at once. The frontage tax 
system in its full operation and in all its 
consequences he did not understand. If 
he could see the end of a scheme that so 
revolutionizes a large portion of our muni
cipal management he might be prepared to 
fully concur in it; but at present, and 
witiiout more information, he could not see 
that it would work complete justice to all 
classes and produce an equitable result. 
One result forthwith might be that if the 
bill as presented were adopted the 
Council would not be able this 
year to appropriate any money for 
street improvements, and if the citizens 
this year would not, as he thought it pos
sible they might not at once adopt the 
local or frontage tax system and put it into 
Operation, then it would leave the streets 
in mud and the citizens in the mire. That 
was a contingency he sought to avert or 
avoid, and he therefore thought the bill as 
to that ought to be permissive, so that 
Yonge street, for instance, if the citizens 
immediately interested thought it wise, 
might improve that street to their liking, 
and relieve themselves from taxation for 
general street improvement, and the gen
eral taxation would be relieved of that 
street. If the system worked successfully 
in that street, others would follow, and in 
a short time the whole city might be 

, brought under the scheme if the practical 
management demonstrated that the results 
were better iu that way than as at present 
carried out. He thanked the Committee 
for their patient hearing, and resumed his 
seat.

The Chairman was inclined to think the 
members of the City Council held conflict
ing views relative to this bill ; and conse
quently he thought it would be better to 
withdraw it altogether, for the present, at 
least. (“No, no.”) Well, he thought that 

I much diversity of opinion existed rela
tive to the local improvement clause, or to 
the bill—because there were iu fact two 
bills - relating to the local improvements.

Mr. Morris suggested that it would be 
prudent to proceed with the consideration 
of the scheme for the consolidation of the 
city debt, and to allow the other clause— 
or bill - relating to local improvements to re
main over for further consideration. (Hear, 
hear.)

Aid. Scarth said the Legislative Commit
tee of the City Council had received full 
instructions to promote the passage of the 
bill for the relief of the City of Toronto.

Aid. Scarth addressed the Committee 
in support of the bill, pointing out the ad
vantages which the citizens expected from 
the passage of the bill. The city needed 
the relief applied for, and he hoped it 
would be granted.

Mr. Lauder suggested that so far as the 
consolidation of the city debt was concern
ed, the bill might be proceeded with by 
the Committee, and that tho other clause 

relating to the local improvements might 
verv well be postponed. The matter had 
already been very forcibly placed before 
the Committee by ex-Ald. Turner, a 
gentleman who had taken a deep interest

- iu the bill, also by his Worship the Mayor,
- whose remarks should have due weight 

with the Committee, as he had come fresh 
from the people, and having made a most 
thorough canvass during his election con
test, he ought surely to be well acquainted 
with the wishes of the property-holders 
relative to the local improvement scheme. 
Now as it seems the Mayor was not very 
strongly wedded to that part of the bill, 
the City Council had better consider it 
more fully, and come down with a more 
mature scheme. There need be no hurry ; 
the city of Toronto was not in distress, and 
consequently the matter could be fully 
considered and matured by the City Coun
cil. In his opinion, the clause in the bill 
respecting exemptions could not be dealt 
with simply’ by a petition from the cor
poration of Toronto; but must be dealt 
with by the Legislature upon broad public 
grounds.

Aid. Boswell held that unless the whole 
bill passed, the consolidation clause would 
be useless.

The Chairman differed with the last 
speaker, because he thought the city debt 
might be consolidated without affecting the 
local improvement scheme. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. Bell strongly opposed the clause 
relating to thojocal improvements on the 
ground that if it became law the poor 
man owning property on the out
lying streets of the city would 
be ruined, and W’ould bo compelled 
to abandon his property altogether. He 
was, however, in favour of the consolida
tion of the city debt.

Mr. Manning took very strong ground 
against the local improvement scheme, as 
one which would ruin the poor men of tho 
city. But he was in .favour of the con
solidation scheme. If this were done a 
couple of hundred thousand dollars a year 
would be saved to the city, and would go a 
long way toward keeping the streets in re
pair. (Hear, hear.)

Aid. Hallam also briefly addressed the 
Committee, speaking strongly in favour of 
the consolidation scheme. He hoped the 
bill, so far as this clause was concerned, 
would be passed. The Committee of the 
City Council had come before the legis
lature honestly, and he hoped tie Legisla
ture would grant the relief asked for.

Hon, Mr. Brown being present, was re
quested by the Chairman to address the 
Committee, as one of the citizens’ Com
mittee, who had taken a deep interest in 
this matter.

Mr. Brown then addressed the Com
mittee, and said that he hoped the Com
mittee would bear with him while he placed 
his views before it. Now, the City of To
ronto occupied a very peculiar position, 
and, although he was in favour of applying 
the general Act to matters of this nature" 
still Toronto W’as deserving of special leffis’- 

I lation in this particular. The Committee 
should remember that the twenty-seven 
gentlemen elected to the Council had not

the time to grapple with everything which ! 
required their attention, as they, as a rule, 
did not remain in the Council long enough 
to become thoroughly conversant with the 
city government. He then said that, in 

i common with a number of gentlemen of 
high standing, he had examined the affairs 

i of the city. These gentlemen consisted of 
the lion Mr. Howland, Mr. Gzowski, Mr. 
Walter S. Lee, Mr. Thomson, and others, 
and he was glad to confess that Toronto had 
got as much for the money expended as 
could be possibly expected. (Hear, hear.) 
He then proceeded to allude to the neces
sity of legislative aid being required, and 
said that, in his opinion, the whole bill, 
including the consolidation scheme and 
the local improvement scheme, should be 
passed together, as one without the other 
would be a perfect failure.

The Chairman asked Mr. Brown if he 
understood that a poor man’s lot, for in
stance, with no buildings upon it, should 
be assessed as high for local improvements 
as the rich man’s lot with S 100.000 worth 
of property erected upon it.

| Mr. Brown—No, no, of course not.
Mr. Manning—Well, this is just what 

the bill proposes.
Mr. BrowJt—Well, I did not so regard

The Chairman—Yes, the bill proposes - 
that such shduld be done.

Mr. Brown then proceeded to explain 
the effect which would be produced upon 
the public credit of the city, in England if



this bill were passed. He was strongly m 
favour of the appointment of three com
missioners to manage the debt of the city. 
This, in his opinion, would be the safest 
course to pursue.

Mr. Miller—Surely, Mr. Brown, you 
are not here in support of the bill ? 
(Laughter )

Mr. Brown—Yes, I am, Mr. Miller— 
(laughter)—and I contend that this is the 
only safe method of entering upon and 
carrying out such a scheme as this.

Mr. Miller Baid it was clear that the 
city of Toronto needed relief, but he feared 
that relief would not be received unless a 
sub-committee of this Committee was ap
pointed, to meet a sub-committee of the 
City Council and of the Property Associa
tion—say two gentlemen from each body ; 
and then a bill could be prepared and sub
mitted, which would be comprehensive 
enough to afford the relief which was 
needed.

Mr. McWilliams, City Solicitor, next 
addressed the Committee, and explained 
the general character of the bill, which he 
said was mainly a copy of the Chicago bill, 
where the local improvement system pre
vailed. In answer to those who had as
serted that this was a crude bill, he con
tended that it was workable, and any law
yer who examined it would say to. The 
principle of this bill was that every man 
should pay for what he got. (Hear^ hear.)

The Chairman said that in his opinion 
the financial scheme of the bill ought at 
any rate to be considered.

Mr, Harman trusted that he would 
have an opportunity of being heard before 
the consolidation scheme was adopted. He 
could have all facts and figures needed by 
the Committee ready when needed..

The further consideration of the question 
was postponed till Tuesday, at ten o’clock 
a.m.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE.
Tuesday, Feb. 20.

The Public Accounts Committee met 
yesterday morning, Mr. Clarke (Welling
ton) in the chair. Mr. A. G. Hill, the 
Police Magistrate at Clifton, was called 
and examined in reference to his duties, 
lie stated that the Provincial police force 
at Clifton consisted of three men and a 
chief. In reply to Mr. Ross, he stated 
that the force could not well be reduced. 
After the examination of this witness, the 
Committee adjourned.

OHTARIO ASSEMBLY.

THIRD LEGISLATURE-FOURTH SESSION

Friday, February 21.
The Speaker took the chair at 3 o’clock, 

p. m.
Prayera were read by the Rev. Mr. Ant- 

liff.
REPORTS.

Mr. CROOKS presented the seventh re
port of the Railway Committee, and Mr. 
Fraser the fourteenth report of the Private 
Bills Committee, both of which were 
adopted.

BILLS INTRODUCED.
Dr. CLARKE introduced a bill to amend 

the Ontario Registry Act, which was read 
the first time.

MECHANICS’ INSTITUTES.
The bill respecting the power of Me

chanics’ Institutes and Literary Associa
tions to deal with their real estate—(Mr. 
Mowat)—was amended in Committee of the 
whole, and read the third time and passed.

HAND-IN-HAND INSURANCE CO.
The bill to extend the powers of the 

Hand-in-Hand Mutual Fire 1 nsurar.ee Com
pany—(Mr. Mowat)—was amended in 
Committee of the whole House and re
ported.

THIRD READINGS.
The following bills received the third 

reading and passed :—
To legalize certain by-laws of the City of 

St. Catharines, and to amend the several 
Acts relating to the water works of said 
city.—Mr. Meredith.

To authorize the sale of certain lands in 
the Village of London East, heretofore 
known as the Methodist cemetery.—Mr. 
Meredith.

To authorize certain variations in deeds 
to trustees of religious societies.—Mr. 
Mowat.

THE RIVER TRENT.
Mr. FERRIS enquired whether it is the 

intention of the Government to put a sum 
in the supplementary estimates for the pur
pose of removing such dams or works on 
the River Trent as may, on investigation, 
be found to be no longer of public utility.

Mr. FRASER said that the Government 
had the matter under consideration.
FLOGGING PRISONERS AT THE CEN

TRAL PRISON.
Mr. O’DONOGHUE moved for a return 

shewing the number of prisoners flogged in 
the Central Prison during the years 1878 ! 
and 1879, up to the present date ; by whom 
so sentenced, if any were, whether by the 
Judges, or by the Warden of the PrisoD, 
and for what offence. 11a said he had 
heard that the Warden had the power of 
flogging prisoners, and if this were true, he 
should be deprived of such power. He had 
also heard that prisoners had been flogged 
for attempting to escape, and he considered 
it was only natural they should attempt to 
escape. He had no personal interest in 
this matter, for none of his friends were 
there. (Laughter.) As an instance of the 
brutality exercised towards prisoners, he 
had heard that one man, after being con
fined in a dungeon, fell to the ground from 
weakness, and was then taken up, strapped 
to the triangle and flogged. He thought 
the Warden should not be allowed to exer
cise such power at his caprice.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN had visited the Cen
tral Prison and inspected the implements 
of torture. He would not like any per
sonal or political friend of his to be sub
jected to their influence. Of course it was 
necessary that Btrict discipline should be 
observed, but after receiving sentence, a 
prisoner should not be treated like a dumb 
beast. Unmerciful punishment such as in
dicated by the last speaker, degraded a 
prisoner, and in no sense helped towards 
his reclamation.

Mr. WOOD deprecated the frequent dis
cussion of these matters in the House, as 
within forty-eight hours what was said be
came known to the prisoners, and had a 
bad effect. It was absolutely necessary 
that strict discipline should be observed in 
the prison, containing as it did some of the 
most hardened characters in Christendom. 
The mover of the resolution was altogether 
at sea in his statement as to the power of 
the warden, the lash being administered by 
order of the Inspector of Prisons, after due 
investigation of’ a complaint, and after a 
surgeon had pronounced the prisoner could 
take the punishment. If such barbarity as 
alleged by the mover of the resolution had 

taken place, it would have been made 
known to the Government through the 
various Prrtestant associations who visited 
and interviewed the prisoners every Sun
day. He might say that only ten men had 
been subjected to the lash since January, 

i 1878. He read a letter from the Archbishop 
of Toronto, stating that he had confessed 
several of the prisoners, and was convinced 
that the prison was doing a great deal of 
good. He suggested the addition to the 
motion of the following:—“And that a 
copy of the by-laws and order-in-Council 
under which such punishment is inflicted 
be also brought down.”

Mr. O’DONOGHUE said he wanted to 
show the Government that the manage
ment of the prisen was radically wrong. 
He declared he could prove, through both 
Protestant and Catholic visitors, that gross 
mismanagement had taken place in the 
prison, as well as ill-treatment of the pri
soners. He had been told that the other 
night a man received forty lashes for 
neglectiug to shut a window. The lash, 
ought in no case, to be administered unless 
included in the sentence of the judges. 
He would move for a Committee on the 
matter on a future day, after he had got 
the return.

Mr. MERRICK thought it strange that 
the hon. member did not move for a Com
mittee of Enquiry, after making such 
charges in the House. He fancied that 
the provision respecting the judgment of 
the Inspector being required before the 
lash was administered, offered a sufficient 
safeguard for the prisoners.

Mr. BAXTER said that probably it 
might turn out that the prisoner mention
ed by the member for Ottawa deserved a 
good flogging. (Hear, hear.) Our hard
ened criminals cared nothing for imprison
ment or for bread and water, hut they 
dreaded the lash.

Mr. SCOTT failed to see how the return 
asked for would help tl/e hon. member for 
Ottawa in moving for a Committee of En
quiry. He thought the hon. member 
should at once state his charges and move 
for a Committee.

The motion was carried.
SECOND READINGS.

The following bills were read the second 
time : —

To amend the Municipal Act.—Dr. 
Clarke.

To amend the Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company’s Act. —Dr. Clarke.

To amend the Municipal Act.—Mr. Mc
Craney.
AGRICULTURAL AND ARTS SOCI

ETIES.
Mr. WATTERWORTH moved the sec

ond reading of the bill to amend the Agri
cultural and Arts Act. He explained that 
the object was to prevent persons not resi
dent in the riding in which agricultural 
societies were situate, from becoming di
rectors.

Messrs. BALLANTYNE and BARR 
strongly objected to the bill, on the ground 
that it would work an injustice to the ma
jority of those who supported these soci
eties.

Mr. MO.STYN deprecated any further 
tampering with the Act.

Mr. WOOD could see where the present 
Act would work injustice. Non-resident 
members of these societies might control 
the funds and the grants in a manner detri
mental to the interests of the district to 
which the Government grant was made. 
He would suggest that it might be read a 
second time and let it go to a select com
mittee to report upon it.

Mr. McGOWAN opposed the bill.
Mr. SCOTT thought it would be well to 

let the bill go to a committee.
The motion was put and carried on divi

sion : yeas 49 ; nays 24.
The bill was then read a second time, 

and referred to ajselect committee.
PRIVATE BILLS.

The House resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on private bills; Mr. Clarke 
(Wellington) m the chair.

The bill respecting the Stratford and 
Huron Railway Company.

After a brief discussion it was agreed to 
insert in the bill a clause limiting the 
amount claimable by the company to 75 
per cent, of the bonus voted, as the work 
progresses, 25 per cent, being retained till 
the completion of the work.

The bill as amended passed.
The bill to incorporate the Ontario Cen

tral Railway Company was next proceeded 
with, and passed without discussion.

The bill respecting the Victoria College 
at Cobourg was also passed.

nsurar.ee


The bill to incorporate the Ontario 
Veterinary Association was also passed.

The bill to amend the Act incorporating 
the Hamilton and Dundas Street Railway 
Company was passed.

The bill respecting the Grand J unction 
Railway Company was next taken up.

Mr. WILLS pointed out that there v/as 
a danger of the road not being completed 
to Peterboro’, but only to Hastings, unless 
the rate-payers residing between Hastings 
and Peterboro’ granted a further .bonus of 
$75,000.

Mr BOULTER denied this, contending 

that the company is bound to construct 
the road to Peterboro’.

Mr. DEACON said that the wole matter 
was before the Railway Committee, and it 
unanimously voted to present the bill in its 
present shape to the House.

Mr. WILLS again took the floor, and 
had it till six o’clock.

The House rose for recess.
After Recess.

Mr. WILLS concluded his remarks in 
Committee of the Whole on the Grand 
Junction Railway Bill.

Mr. SCOTT pointed out that the City 
Council of Belleville had agreed to the ar
rangement complained of, and it was dis
cussed freely in the press. It was now 
rather late to complain of it.

Mr. WILLS said there were only two no
tices in the Belleville newspapers about 

' the matter. He asked that the Company 
should be compelled to build their road to 
Peterboro’ in the terms of the original by
law.

The amendment was lost, as were also 
two other amendments moved by Mr. 
Wills. The bill then passed through Com
mittee of the Whole.

PRIVATE BILLS.
The following bills were advanced a 

stage
Relating to the Hamilton and North- 

Western Railway Company.—Mr. Wil
liams.

Respecting the Water Works of the City 
I of Ottawa.—Mr. O’Donoghue.

Respecting certain property in the Town 
I of Peterboro’.—Mr. Scott.
| To amend the Act incorporating the St. 

Joseph Union Society of the City of Otta
wa —Mr. O’Donoghue.

Respecting the property of the congrega
tion of St. Mary’s Roman Catholic church, 
Almonte. — Mr. Fraser.

To f-ive further powers to the Petrolia 
Crude Oil a».d Tanking Company.—Mr. 
Pardee.

To incorporate the Brantford Street Rail
way Company.—Mr. Meredith.

Respecting the Belleville and North 
Hastings Railway Company.—Mr. Boulter.

THE POULTRY BILL.
The bill to incorporate the Poultry Asso

ciation of Ontario was passed through Com
mittee of the Whole.

STONE AND TIMBER DR AIN.
The bill to authorize investments in 

municipal debentures issued in aid of stone 
and timber drainage (Mr. Wood) was read 
the second time.

THE RAILWAY ACT.
The bill to amend the Railway Act of 

Ontario (Mr. Fraser) was read the second 
time.

THE ESTIMATES.
The House again went into Committee 

of Supply.
On the item $107,350, agriculture and 

arts, &c.,
Messrs. MEREDITH and LAUDER ob

jected to the vote of $1,000 for the estab
lishment of a statistical bureau, unless the 
Government had some definite scheme in 
regard to it.

Mr. WOOD said that the work would be 
carried on in the Department in Toronto 
under the direction of Prof. Buck land. 
The statistics would be in relation to crops 
and seasons, &c., in different p aits of the 
country.

The item passed.
Ou the item $73,870.44, hospitals and 

charities,
Mr. MEREDITH said he should object 

to the continuance of the supplementary 
grant, as the principle of adding to the 
statutory allowance involved an improper 
expenditure of public money. The House 
of Industry at Kingston had received about 
$6,000 more than it was entitled to receive 
since the Act was passed, and showed that 
in one year the Province paid more than

was expended in the institution, and in 
other years nearly as much. Of its own 
funds the institution had only expended 
SI3,000, while the Province had contnbu- _ 
ted §11,000 : and in 1876 the Government r 
actually paid the House of Industry at 
Kingston §19.40 more than the whole ex
penditure of that year. (Oh! oh!; Such 
was the fact, and he dared the Premier to 
deny it. (Hear, hear.) He was anxious 
to know the reason for this favouritism.

Mr. MOW AT said that money given to 
charities was not wasted, but was very 
properly expended. He contended at con
siderable length that it would be ungen
erous and unjust to withdraw the grants to 
the charitable institutions of the country.

Mr. ROBINSON said the people of King
ston had sent him to the House to get as 
much as he could for them, and the Oppo
sition could not help themselves. (Oh, 
oh.)

Mr. McGOWAN wanted to know if the 
Premier was going to grant assistance to 
the County poor houses, which were doing 
similar work.

Mr. MO WAT replied that such was not 
the intention of the Government.

Mr. MEREDITH charged the Attorney- 
General with favouring K ingston, while he 
had reduced the grant to the hospital at 
London by §300, and that at Ottawa also 
by a large sum. In order to please the 
lion, member for Kingston, who had let the 
cat out of the bag, the Premier had given 
the House of Industry of Kingston a larger 
sum by §19.40 than it expended altogether 
in 1876. He condemned the Premier for 
shielding himself behind the mantle of 
charity in order to oblige the hon. member 
from Kingston.

Mr. LAUDER said it was unjust for the 
Government to give the Kingston House of 
Industry more money, by §19.40, from the 
public purse than was spent on the poor of 
Kingston altogether in the year 1876-7. 
Aud ho could not account for it on any 
other ground than that the lion, member 
from Kingston was a supporter of the Gov
ernment. This was unfair to other muni
cipalities, and he felt sure not one of them 
would be satisfied with this course on the 
part of the Government.

Mr. WHITE spoke strongly in opposi
tion to this favouritism on the part of the 
Government to Kingston, holding that it 
was unfair to other municipalities that so 
much should be given out of the public 
funds to the city of Kingston, just to keep 
the hon. member from that city from kick
ing over the traces.

Mr. FRASER supported the item, aud 
it passed.

The next items were agreed to, viz - 
§7,450 for the Asylum for the Insane, To- 
ronto;§9,610, do., London ; §30,121.(j4, do., 
Hamilton ; §17.475, do., Kingston ;§1 200 
do., Orillia ; §7,632.13 for the Reforma
tory, Penetanguishene ; §15,465.73, Cen
tral Prison, Toronto ; §4,891, Deaf and 
Dumb Institute ; §5,764, Blind Institute ; 
•■'3,000, School of Agriculture ; §2,000 Ed
ucation Department and Normal School, 
loronto ; aud several smaller items. The 
item of §31,280 for public works was also 
agreed to.

The Committee rose and reported.
The House adjourned at eleven o’clock.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
Mr. Bell has given notice that he will 

move to-morrow that sections four, five, six, 
seven and nineteen of Bill 90, (School Bill) 
be struck out, and the fqllowing be substi
tuted therefor :—

In cities, towns and villages, and in 
townships where by law a Public or Separ
ate School board is established, the nomi
nations and elections of Public aud Separ
ate School trustees shall be held at the 
same time and place, and by the same 
returning and deputy-returning officers, 
and be conducted in the same manner
voting by ballot—as nominations and elec
tions of Councillors or Aidermen, and the 
qualifications,for either trustees or voters 
at such elections shail be that of a house
holder rated upon the last revised assess
ment roll for such municipality.

A separate set of ballot papers shall be 
prepared for all the wards or electoral 
divisions, containing the names of the .can
didates nominated for such Common or 
Separate School trustees, of the same form 
as those used for Councillors or Aidermen 
in said municipality, substituting the word 

. Public School or Separate School trustee 
for that of Aiderman or Councillor.

Elections of Public or Separate School 
trustees, to fill vacancies caused by death, 

removal or resignation, shall be conducted 
in the same manner as elections for Coun
cillors or Aidermen to fill vacancies caused

. in the same manner.Sections twenty-two and twenty-four, of 
the Public School Act, and section tweuty- 
seven, of the Separate School Act, are 
hereby amended by substituting the “ first 
Monday in January” for the “second 
Wednesday in January ” as the day upon 
which the trustees referred to in said sec
tions shall retire.In the list of qualified voters required to 
be delivered to the returning officers by 
the clerk of the municipality before the 
opening at the poll, the clerk shall add 
the names, alphabetically arranged, of all 
freeholders, householders, or tenants, rated 
upon the last revised assessment roll and 
not bein'' already upon “ the voter's list,” 
and shall place opposite the names of any 
voter’s list as so amended, who have been 
returned to him as supporters of Separate 
Schools, the letters S. S. S., signifying 
supporters of Separate Schools, and the 
returning officers shall deliver to any such, 
a ballot paper for Separate School trustees.

All Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent 
with the provisions of this Act, so far as 
they affect this Act, but not to any greater 
extent, are hereby repealed.

Mr. Ferris—On Tuesday—Bill entitled 
an Act to amend the Municipal Act.

II
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Monday, February 24.
The Speaker took the chair at 3 o’clock, 

p.m.
Prayers were read by the Rev, Dr. Topp. 

BILLS INTRODUCED.
The following billa were introduced and 

read the first time ; —
Mr. CREIGHTON—To amend the As

sessment Act.
Mr. ROSS—To amend the Municipal 

Act. * 1

Mr. MEREDITH pointed out that how
ever much apart the children might be . 
from the main institution the idea of being 
in prison could never be got rid of ; and 
consequently the object in view would be 
frustrated.

Mr. MOWAT acknowledged that there ' 
was some dangei- iu that respect, and he ■ 
had thought a good deal over it. If the 
Government could see a possibility of over
coming this objection they would be only , 
too glad to take advantage of it.

The bill was read a second time and sent 
to Committee.

The House rose at six o’clock.
After Becess.

The House again went into Committee of 
Supply,

On the item $76,053.80, miscellaneous 
expenditure,

Mr. MILLER objected to the appropria
tion of $11,315 a year for insurance on pub
lic buildings. He believed that the Gov
ernment paid the insurance companies 
more money than they would ever receive 
in case of fire. At the late Central Prison 
fire, the Government got $9,000, which 
was not one year’s insurance. He thought 
the Government should not insure at all, • 
as in case of fire they would be perfectly 
able to bear the risk.

Mr. MEREDITH agreed that the vote 
should be discontinued. It was well I 
worthy of consideration whether the Pro
vince could not take its own risks. He 
understood that the Grert Western Rail
way Company did not insure its buildings. 
The Central Prison fire was an exceptional 
circumstance.

Messrs. CREIGHTON and WHITE also 
opposed the grant, the latter pointing out 

’ that $16,000 was paid last year for insur- 
: ance, and that with so large a surplus the 
Government could be their own insurers.

I Mr. FRASER said the Government might 
lose $100,000 next year, if uninsured.

Mr. BETHUNE admitted there was a 
great deal of force in the argument of hon. 
gentlemen opposite as to the Government 
taking its own risks.

Mr. SCOTT said that the Province should 
be as well able to carry the risk as the in- 

I surance companies.
1 Mr. LAUDER pointed out that several 

of the insurance companies were charging 
the Government above the ordinary rate on 
isolated blocks.

Mr. WOOD said he would make an im
mediate investigation, but he failed to see 
how the companies could insure an isolated 
building iu the city at the same rate as an 
isolated building in the country.

Mr. SCOTT asked for an explanation of 
an account of $3,430 for services rendered 
by the Hon. Mr. Mills re the northern and 
western boundaries. He thought the selec
tion of Mr. Mills required defending, con
sidering the part he played in politics and 
his position as a member of the House of 
Commons.

Mr. MOWAT thought the amount very 
small, considering the territory acquired. 
A large portion of the account was for 
actual disbursements. The gentleman was 
employed because he had given consider
able attention to the subject. Expenses 
were incurred in gathering material and 
purchasing maps and documents, and in 
visiting Ottawa and Washington. He had 
futnished two exhaustive reports, the result 
of a vast amount of labour. ifjagg&BM

Mr. CREIGHTON — To amend the 
V oiers’ Lists Act.

THIRD READINGS.
The following bills were read the third 

time and passed :—
To amend the Act incorporating the 

Hamilton and Dundas Street Railway Com
pany.—Mr. Williams.

. On the order for the third reading of the 
bill respecting the Grand Junction Railway 
Company (Mr. Boulter),

Mr. WILLS moved that the said bill be 
recommitted for the purpose of inserting, 
after the word ‘ * August, ” in the twenty- 
ninth line or the first section of said Act, 
the words, “ and to the town of Peter
borough on the 31st day of December.” 
He explained that this amendment would 
compel the Company to fulfil their agree
ment under the terms of the original bv- 
law.

The amendment was lost.
Mr. WILLS then moved the following 

amendment:—To strike out the words “ in
cluding any municipalities holding stock,” 
in the thirteenth and fourteenth lines of the 
fifth section of said Act, and the following 
proviso be added to such section :—•“ Pro
vided always, that the municipalities that 
hold stock in said road, or have granted 
bonuses thereto, shall first sanction the 
same by by-law.”

The amendment was lost, and the bill 
was read the third time.

Relating to the Hamilton and North- 
Western Railway Co.—Mr. Williams.

PRIVATE BILLS.
The following bills were advanced a 

stage :—
Respecting the Whitby and Bobcaygeon 

Railway Extension Co.—Mr. Paxton."
Respecting the Whitby, Port Perry and 

Lindsay Railway Co. —Mr. Paxton.
Respecting the Lake Simcoe Junction 

Railway Co.—Mr. Lauder.
To amend the Act incorporating the St. 

Joseph Union Society of the City of Otta
wa.—Mr. O’Donoghue.

Respecting the property of the congrega
tion of St. Mary’s Roman Catholic church, 
Almonte.—Mr. Fraser.

To incorporate the Brantford Street Rail
way Co.—Mr. Meredith.

The Committee rose and reported the 
bills without amendment.

The bills were ordered for a third reading 
to-morrow.

ENQUIRIES.
Mr. SPRINGER enquired whether it is 

the intention of the Government to intro
duce during the present session a measure 
to amend the License Law, changing the 
hours for innkeepers to close.

Mr. MO WAT said such was not the in
tention of the Government.

Mr. SPRINGER enquired whether it is 
the intention of the Government during the 
present session to introduce a measure 
granting aid to beet sugar manufactories ?

Mr. MOWAT said the matter was under 
the consideration of the Government.

Mr. SPRINGR enquired whether it is 
the intention of the Government during 
the present sassion to reduce the fees 
allowed to County Judges for probate 
under the Revised Statutes of Ontario, to 
the original fees allowed under the Consoli
dated Statutes of Upper Canada?

Mr. MOWAT replied that at present the 
Government could not inform the House 
whether a measure to reduce the fees 
alluded to would be brought down.

JUSTICES.OF THE PEACE.
Mr. CREIGHTON moved for an order 

of the House for a return, shewing the 
number of Justices of the Peace in each of 
the Electoral Districts of Ontario on the 1st 
day of July, 1878 ; also, the names of all 
Justices of the Peace appointed in each of 
such districts, from the 1st of July last 
until the present date.

The motion was carried.

LICENSE LAW IN DUNDAS COUNTV.
Mr. BRODER moved for an order of the 

House for copies of all correspondence be
tween any memher of the Government and 
the License Inspector for the County of 
Dundas, or any other persons, in reference ” 
to any prosecutions that have taken place 
in said county under the License Act during 
the years 1877 and 1878.

The motion was carried.
SECOND READING.

On motion of Mr. WIGLE the bill re
specting the Leamington, Comber and Lake 
St. Clair Railway Company was read a 
second time.

Mr. Sexton’s bill to amend the Munici
pal Act, annulling a clause requiring 
County Councils to provide accommodation 
for official assignees, was read a second 
time.

The following bill was also read a second 
time,

To amend cap. 84 of the Revised Statutes 
of Ontario, respecting the fees of counsel 
iu the Administration of Justice.—Mr. 
Sexton.

Mr. SEXTON moved the second reading 
of the Bill to amend the Municipal Acts - 
its object being to reduce the number of 
town councillors.

Mr. SCOTT contended that this was a 
measure which should originate with the 
Government.

Mr. MOWAT said there were some im
portant matters in the bill which could be 
fully considered in committee^

The bill was read a third time. 
MUNICIPAL LOAN FUND.

Mr. FRASER (in the absence of Mr. 
Wood) moved that this House will, on to
morrow resolve itself into a committee to 
consider a certain proposed resolution re
lating to the Municipal Loan Fund Scheme. 
Carried.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS. *
The following bills were read a second 

time : —
To amend the Railway Act of Ontario.— 

Mr. Fraser.
Respecting the Andrew Mercer Ontario 

Reformatory for Females.—Mr. Wood.
To extend the powers of Gas Companies. 

—The Attorney-General.
Mr. MOWAT explained that as there 

was a possibility of the electric light super
seding gas for illuminating purposes, the 
gas companies were desirous of making 
certain alterations iu their works to enable 
them to make use of the electric light.

The kill was read accordingly. 
LIMITATIONS OF ACTIONS.

Mr. MOWAT moved the second reading 
of the bill to amend the law as to the Lim
itation of Actions. He said the bill was 
founded on some omissions made by the 
Commissioners appointed to revise the 
statutes.

Mr. SCOTT drew the attention of the 
Attorney.General to the necessity of taking 
care that infants should not be debarred 
from the right of action before they became 
of age.

Mr. MOWAT promised to fully con
sider the bill before it became law.

The bill was read a second time.
Mr. MOWAT moved to amend the 

Municipal Act. He proposed to establish 
a board for hearing appeals in respect to 
the equalization of assessments, to be com
posed. of the County Court Judge, the 
sheriff and the warden. Another clause 
provided for giving the court power to of
fer rewards for the arrest of criminals. 
There W’ere some other sections of the bill 
which he briefly explained.

Mr. MEREDITH drew attention to the 
danger of allowing wardens to become 
members of such boards, as they might be 
interested in cases that would come before 
the board. . , ,,

Mr. RICHARDSON coincided with the 
suggestion of the hon. member for London, 
and intimated that in his opinion the re
gistrar of the county should take the place 
of the warden.

Mr. BRODER also took the same view 
of the case.

Mr. ROSS fully agreed with the hon. 
member for London that danger might 
arise fiom placing the warden on the board 
which it was intended to establish.

Mr. BETHUNE also held the opinion 
that the registrar, instead of the warden, 
should be a member of the board. He also 
suggested an improvement in the bill as to 
the system of taking evidence by such 
boards. . , , , ,Mr. MOWAT promised to take the sug
gestions into consideration.

The bill was read a second time and re
ferred to committee.

PRACTICE OF THE COURTS.
Mr. MOWAT moved the second reading 

of the bill to make certain provisions re
specting the practice of the courts. The 
object of the bill was to provide for manag
ing moneys of suitors passing through the 
Court of Chancery. He thought the fund 
ought to bear the expenses of management; 
but the amount would be so trifling that 
no suitor would feel it, and nobody would 
object to it. Of course the charge of such 
management would be paid out of the sur
plus interest fund.

The bill was read a second time. 
INDUSTRIAL REFUGE FOR GIRLS.
Mr. MOW AT moved the second reading 

of the bill to establish an Industrial Re
fuge for Girls in connection with the An
drew Mercer Refuge for Females. Ha ex
plained that the girls thus committed to 
the institution would ‘ be apart from the 
other criminals. He pointed out the 
danger of allowing girls of tender a.e who 
had drunken parents, or whose parents ne
glected them to run at large, and the object 
bf the Government was to save them from 
utter destruction.t-.‘ . ■ • , T.'r . • -ft



In reply so Mr. Merrick, MR. MO WAT 
said $200 had been paid for information in 
regard to the territory after the award was 
made.

MR. MORRIS said that the suggestion 
which had been made as to the Govern
ment assuming it3 own risks of insurance 
was worthy the attention of the House. 
He considered it a grave question whether 
the Government had acted with propriety 
in selecting Mr. Wells, a member of the 
Dominion Parliamen, to act in a matter 
that was in dispute between the Dominion 
and the Province.

MR. DEACON said that the late Do
minion Government in 1875 refused to re
appoint certain official assignees because 
they were members of the Local legislature. 
He failed to see why the Ontario Govern
ment had not carried out the same princi
pal in regard to Mr. Mills, who was a mem
ber of the Dominion House.

MR. MO WAT said the reform party had 
never adopted the principle that the Pro
vince could not avail itself of the services I 
of members of the House of Commons. All ' 

(that Mr. Blake had contended was that 
the Local and Dominion Governments 
should be independent of each other. 
Hon. gentlemen opposite when in power had 
constantly employed members of the 
House of Commons as Crown counsel, and 
Mr. Macdougall was appointed to duties in 
relation to this very matter, when a mem
ber of the Dominion Parliament. He j 
fancied that the two Governments should 
always be in friendly relationship.

Mr. MEREDITH regretted that the At
torney-General had announced he saw no
thing inconsistent in giving Government 
patronage to members of the House of 
Commons. It was perfectly possible by 
giving appointments to members of the 
House of Commons to influence them in 
favour of the Dominion Government, and I 
such a course was, in anycase undesirable. In 
the present case the appointment w’as at
tended with the additional impropriety 
that the Dominion was one of the parties 
in the controversy, and Mr. Mills, as a re
presentative of ihe Dominion, must have 
had interests that conflicted with those of 
the Province. If the principle wzas cor
rect that members of the Local Legisla
ture should not receive Dominion patron
age it had still greater force against mem
bers of the Commons receiving Provincial 
patronage.

Mr. BETHUNE said that when Mr. 
Blake first employed Mr. Mills on this ser
vice, the latter was a member of the Oppo
sition at Ottawa. At the time Mr. Mills 
became a Minister of the Cabinet, it was 
no longer possible for the Dominion to re
fuse carrying out the award of the arbitra
tors, so that the fact was not of much 
moment.

Mr. MEREDITH illustrated the evil of 
the principle adopted by the Government 
by supposing a case where parties were 
evenly divided in the House. It might 
then Btem that the Dominion Government 
might wish to affect the vote of one mem
ber, and by giving an appointment, might 
decide the fate of a Government. A simi
lar evil might follow in the case of Pro
vincial appointments being given to mem
bers of the House of Commons.

Mr. MORRIS read from a letter of the 
Minister of Education to show that the 
Government had been in an attitude of 
hostility towards the present Dominion 
Government. How did the Premier 
reconcile thi.3 with his statement that he 
endeavoured to preserve friendly inter
course with whatever Government was in 
power for the Dominion ?

Mr. MO WAT—I meant in our official re
lations. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. MORRIS was glad he had elicited 
such an admission.

Mr. MEREDITH saw an item of $5,000 
to cover gratuities to officers whose services 
may be dispensed with. He wanted to 
know who were the officers whose services 
it was intended to dispense with ?

Mr. HARDY was understood to say that 
he could not at present state who was to 
be dispensed with in the departments.

Mr. MEREDITH observed that no item 
had been placed in the estimates to bear 
the expenses of the Boundary Commission.

Mr. MO WAT said that the amount 
would be so small that he did not think it 
necessary to put the item in the estimates. 
The matter, however, was not yet 
closed up.

Mr. SCOTT drew attention to an item of 
$240 to reimburse John A. Shibley his ex- __ 
penses in the Queen v. Curl and the Queen 
v. McRory. He wanted to know why 
this was paid.

of newspapers; because under the system 
pursued by the Government it was quite 
clear that its friends would not be likely to 
be overlooked. (Hear.)

Mr. PARK HILL held that money ex
pended on colonization roads was well 
spent; and he hoped that a larger sum 
than $1,000, which he saw in the estimates 
would be granted to open up the roads on 
the Manitoulin Island. (Hear, hear.) That 
was a fine farming district, and he hoped 
the settlers would be encouraged.

Mr. LAUDER contended that it was 
highly improper to have the bridges con
structed without calling for tenders. Now 
he felt satisfied that the hon. member for 
Muskoka knew all about what money has 
been expended in the Muskoka district, 
and he knew what was to be done with 
every dollar placed in the estimates to be 
expended there during the ensuing year. 
(Hear, hear.) The hon. member had made 
a statement to the effect that nearly all the 
money expended in that district had been 
earned by Conservative contractors, but he 
would like to know who these Conserva
tives were ?

Mr. MILLER—There is one contractor 
with a very celebrated name, whom I could 

■ mention, viz., John A. Macdonald—(hear, 
hear,)—and one of the bitterest Conserva
tives in the district. He could also give 
another name, but he did not c^gp to do so,

Mr. LAUDER—Is Mr. Macdonald a 
good road and bridge builder?

Mr. MILLER—Oh, yes ; no doubt he is.
Mr. LAUDER said that the hon. mem

ber from Muskoka had made what appeared 
to be a very pretty speech, and a person 
who did not know all about it might think 
everything was fair, but the trials which 
had taken place had shown that the hon. 
member had spent the public money very 
improperly m the Muskoka district. 
(Hear, hear.) Now, out of about thirty- 
five roads constructed, only one Conserva
tive and a Baldwin Reformer had been 
found doing any of the work. (Hear, hear.) 
The hon. member for Muskoka had used 
these moneys for the purpose of advancing 
his own political position in the Muskoka 
district. The friends of the Government 
had been employed all through the Muskoka 
district, as well as elsewhere. He 
would like to know why a dis
charged carpenter from the Central Prison 
had been employed as an overseer on a 
colonization road, because he had threat
ened to make it unpleasant for the Gov
ernment, unless he got something to do ; 
in fact this man had threatened «n action 
against the Government; and in order to 
keep this man quiet, he was sent into the 
Muskoka District to build roads. (Hear, 
hear.) He (Mr. Lauder) had possession of 
a letter written by this man,- and he was 
in a position to prove what he had stated. 
(Hear, hear.) And he had no doubt but 
there were lots of cases like this through
out the country. (Hear, hear.) This was 
the way the Government had been keeping 
the Ramsays and the Jaffrays quiet; and 
he strongly condemned the conduct of the 
Government for doing so.

Mr. WOOD contended that the carpen
ter alluded to had made no threats to 
him.

Mr. LAUDER—But he threatened a 
suit against the Government, did he not, 
eh ?

Mr. WOOD—Yes, he believed he had. 
(Hear, hear.)

Mr. LAUDER proceeded to contend 
that in no case had the appropriations been 
followed, and the returns had been made in 
such a confused state that it was next to 
impossible to fo’low the items ; in fact it 
was impossible to identify the expenditures 
with the appropriations. He cited a road 
in the Manitoulin Island which had not ap
peared in the list of roads for which appro
priations had been asked.

Mr. PARDEE replied, contending that 
the money had been properly expended.

Mr. LAUDER, alter some explanations 
about the difficulty experienced in finding 
out where the money which had been asked 
for colonization roads had been expended, 
paid some attention to the hon. member 
for Muskoka, who had so strongly con
demned the steel rails purchase. Did the 
hon. gentleman forget that the present 
Government which he supported, had be
come traders on the same principle that 
Mr. Mackenzie purchased the steel rails ? 
Did he forget the large number of blankets 
which had been purchased by thi3 Govern
ment and stored away in the long room in 
expectation that a public institution would 
be opened, in which these blankets could 
be placed ? (Hear, hear.)

Mr. HARDY—But the blankets were 
not put on the roads.

Mr. MOWAT explained that in this 
case he thought the prosecutor should be 
paid, owing to the services which he ren
dered in assisting to recover money under 
recognizances.

Mr. SCOTT wanted to know if this was Zj 
to be considered as a precedent ; that pro
secutors were to be paid their expenses, 
because he remembered a case of a horrible 
crime back of Peterboro’ some years ago, 
and the Government refused to refund ex
penses to the municipality incurred in 
bringing the offenders back from the 
United States.

Mr. MO WAT explained that the Shibley 
case was an exceptional one,

Mr. MEREDITH reminded the House 
that in the Dain murder trial about $1,000 
were paid out of the Provincial fund. In 
his opinion, the various municipalities 
should be compelled to pay the costs of 
such trials.

Mr. MO WAT said the law would have 
to be changed before that could be done.

The item then passed.
The next item of $96,300 for colonization 

roads was taken up.
Mr. PARDEE explained that the item 

this year was $10,600 larger than that asked 
for last year.

Mr. DEACON said that this was a very 
desirable grant, and he held that money 
spent upon roads to open up the back town
ships was well spent. Much good had been 
done in North Renfrew last year by 
the construction of two bridges over the 
Mattawa river.

Mr. BRODER complained that the flour 
which had been supplied to the road con
structors had been procured from Toronto, 
and cost $1.15 per barrel more than it 
could have been procured for on the Spot 
where it was needed. He had received a 
letter from a gentleman who had seen the 
invoices, and Mr. Ramsay of Toronto had 
supplied the flour and Mr. Jaffray had 
supplied the groceries. (Laughter, and 
Oh, of course he did.) He held that the 
supplies should have been purchased at 
the nearest point, instead of getting them 
at Toronto.

Mr. PARDEE—The supplies are always 
sent from headquarters. ,

Mr. SCOTT said that the Government 
should have procured their supplies for 
the construction of the colonization roads 
at the nearest point, instead of getting 
them from Toronto or other places far 
away from the scene of the work. He 
feared there was a good deal of political 
favouritism in managing these matters, 
*"V 1 • ■ ■’ A

Mr. PARDEE denied that there was 
any favouritism shown in expending the 
funds granted for opening up colonization 
roads.

Mr. MEREDITH did not object to 
reasonable expenditures for colonization 
roads, but he thought a better system 
might be adopted in the expenditure of the 
funds ; and he saw no reason why the 
principal supplies should not be procured 
at Peterboro’, for instance, or other prin
cipal points nearer the works. (Hear, 
hear.)

Mr. MILLER was glad to see the hon. 
gentlemen on the Opposition benches 
changing their minds on this matter, be
cause he had always held that it would be 
better to purchase supplies nearer the 
works. For instance, pork could be pur
chased at Parry Sound much cheaper than 
it could be got at Toronto. For instance, 
pork could be conveyed from Chicago to 
Parry Sound for 25 cents per barrel, while 
it would cost about $1.25 to convey it by I 
rail to Toronto. (Hear.) Under these ' 
circumstances would it not be better to 
purchase it at Parry Sound for the Mus
koka district ? But notwithstanding that, 
he tried his best to change the policy of 
the Government on this point, but he 
could not do so. He had always been op
posed to the Government becoming traders. 
Upon this principle he had always con
demned the Mackenzie Government for the 
steel rail purchase. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. BELL did not wonder that Mr. 
Miller was opposed to the National Policy 
when he purchased his supplies at Chicago. 
(Hear, hear.)

Mr. MILLER—I buy where I get them 
cheapest.

Mr. BELL did not rise to object to that, 
however, but he rose to object to the sys
tem pursued by the Commissioner of Crown 
Lands, who, instead of advertizing for 
tenders for the construction of bridges, 
had sent circulars or notices to bridge 
constructors. This was a bad principle 
and should be stopped. Tenders should 
be duly advertized for in a couple



Mr. LONG spoke at considerable length, 
and with a good deal of force, in opposition 
to the system pursued by the Government 
in the purchase of supplies, contending 
that thirty or forty per cent, might be 
savrd to the country if the Government 
bought to the best advantage; but it 
seemed the Government wanted to servo 
its political friends. (Hear, hear.) He 
spoke as a party who knew something of 
tho question under discussion, and as a 
business man ought to deal with matters 
of this kind. (Hear hear.)

Mr. MEREDITH cited the evidence of 
Mr. Cashman, a clerk in the department, 
to show that the party who made the low
est tender had not been granted the con
tract for supplies.

The item then passed. 
CORRECTION.

Mr. MEREDITH drew attention to an 
improper statement which had appeared in 
one of the city papers to the effect that the 
Opposition had been retarding business, 
and threatened a count-out on Friday, 
night. He hoped the gentlemen opposite 
would be just enough to bear him out in 
the statement that the assertion in the 
newspaper was without the shadow of 
foundation.

Mr. FRASER replied that on Friday 
night the Opposition, about eleven o’clock, 
had threatened to call the Speaker’s atten
tion to the fact that there was no quorum.

Mr. MEREDITH—And surely you don’t 
mean to say that was a count-out ?

Mr. FRASER—Not exactly, but he 
feared something of the kind might hap
pen.

Mr. MEREDITH—Why, a gentleman on 
your left had urged an adjournment be
cause there was a tacit understanding that 
we should adjourn about eleven o’clock.

The House adjourned at 12 o’clock.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
Mr. O’Donoghue—On Wednesday next— 

Select Committee to enquire into the mode 
of punishing prisoners in the Central 
Prison, with power to send for persons and 
papers, to be composed as follows :—The 
Hon. Mr. Wood, Messrs. O'Sullivan, 
Creighton, Grant, Coutts, Paxton, and the 
mover.

Mr. Gibson—On Wednesday next—Or
der of the House for a return of all corres
pondence between the Government of On
tario and that of the Dominion as to the 
Land Improvement Fund, more particular
ly as to what portion has accrued between 
the 6th March, 1861, and the 30th of June, 
1867.

Mr. Creighton—On Wednesday next— 
Bill to amend the Voters’ Lists Act.

Mr. Bishop—On Wednesday next-Or
der of the House for a return of the decis
ions of the Court of Appeal upon the cases 
submitted to them under the Act of last 
session to give finality to voters’ lists.

Mr. Miller—Ou Wednesday next- -Act 
to amend the Free Grants and Homesteads 
Act.

Mr. Paxton—On Wednesday next—For 
a return showing all correspondence and 
affidavits filed in the Crown Lands Office in 
reference to E. Lepard’s application to pur
chase the south half of lot No. 14, in the 
12th concession of the township of Mara ; 
also, all rulings of the Commissioner of 
Crown Lands respecting the sale and issu
ing the patent for said lands.

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

tik w tteisuw-Mm moi
Tuesday, February 25.

The Speaker took the chair at 3 o’clock, 
p. in.

Prayers were read by the Rev. Dr. Topp. 
PETITIONS.

Mr. MORRIS presented the petition of 
several ratepayers in Toronto praying for 
amendments to the Landlord and Tenant 
.Let so as to protect the goods of third par
ties from seizure under distress; also, for 
the utilization of a portion of the surplus 
in developing the wild lands of the Pro
vince.

BILLS INTRODUCED.
Mr. MILLER—Respecting damages done 

by animals trespassing upon lands.
Mr. COUTTS—To amend the Municipal 

Drainage Act.
Mr. FERRIS—To amend the Municipal 

Act.
Mr. FRASER—To make further pro

vision respecting voters’ lists.
Mr. MOWAT—Respecting the Steam- 

Heating Company,
THE LIQUOR LICENSE ACT.

Mr. SCOTT asked when the returns, or
dered on the 6th February in regard to the 
expenditure and receipts of municipalities 
in connection with the License Act, would 
be brought down.

Mr. HARDY said the returns would be 
very voluminous, and might be brought 
down before the end of the session.

THIRD READINGS.
The following bills were read the third 

time and passed :—
To incorporate the town of Mount 

Forest.—Mr. McGowan.
To incorporate the Prudential Life As

surance Company of Ontario.—Mr. Wil
liams.

Respecting the Stratford and Huron Rail
way Company.—Mr. Hay.

To incorporate the Ontario Central Rail
way Company.—Mr. Biown.

Respecting the Victoria College at 
Cobourg.—Mr. Hargraft.

Respecting the property of the congrega
tion of St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Chnrch, 
Almonte. —Mr. Fraser.

PUBLIC SCHOOL ACT.
On the motion of Mr. CROOKS, the 

House went into Committee of the Whole 
on the Act respecting Public, Separate and 
High schools, Mr. Clarke, (Wellington) 
in the chair.

Mr. CROOKS stated that he intended 
to offer’ several amendments to the bill. 
The first would be to section one, so as to 
give the School Boards of oities power to 
establish Model schools, instead of leaving 
the power with the Municipal Councils. 
He would give an opportunity of discussing 
the question whether the voting should be 
by ballot.

Mr. LAUDER asked if this amendment 
would give the School Board of Toronto 
power to erect this Model school, and call 
upon tiie city for funds whether the citi
zens liked it or not.

Mr. CROOKS said a check upon expen
diture would be found in sec. 25. If the 
cheek provided was not sufficient, it would 
be made stronger when the clause was ar
rived at. The clause gave the Municipal 
Council power to veto any proposed ex- 
penditure by a two-thirds vote

Mr. BELL thought this method of check
ing the expenditure was objectionable.

The clause was allowed to stand over for 
future consideration.

Mr. CROOKS said he proposed to amend 
the second section in regard to voting for 
Public school trustees, which provided 
that every person who was on the voters’ 
lists and had paid the school rate might 
vote, excepting at elections for rural boards.

Mr. SCOTT suggested that the only con
dition should be that the person is assessed 
for tho school rate.

Mr. CROOKS said he would consider 
the suggestion.

Mr. SCOTT suggested also that the 
same voters’ lists should be used for muni
cipal elections as for school elections. He 
thought a person who was assessed-for 
8100 had just as much right to vote for 
municipal elections as for school elections. _ 

Mr. CROOKS said the difficulty was 
that ladies could vote at Bchool elections. 
He would, therefore, move the adoption of 
the clause with the amendment he had 
proposed.

‘ Mr. CREIGHTON said it would be in
expedient to limit the school franchise to 
men.

Mr. ROSS held the opinion that the dif
ferent franchises should be assimilated, for 
the sake of uniformity, simplicity and 
economy. He did not think many ladies 
exorcised the franchise at school elections.

Mr. SCOTT moved in amendment, that 
the franchise for school elections be the 
same as that for municipal elections. He 
pointed out the necessity for this change.

Mr. CROOKS said the hon. member had 
failed to make out a case why a certain 
portion of the community should be dis
franchised so far as the schools were con
cerned. He held that those who wished to 
apply the municipal machinery to the elec
tion of school trustees would give the 
greatest blow that could possibly be given 
to the splendid scholastic fabric which it 
had taken thirty years to build. He main
tained, however, that the Municipal Coun
cils should have power to govern the ex
penditure of the School Boards. He 
pointed out that there was much 
danger of having the elections of both 
bodies at the same time. For his own 
part he would not be responsible for the 
conduct of those who made an effort in 
that direction.

Mr. BETHUNE, for the sake of conven
ience and economy, was in favour of having 
the same franchise for all—for school 
trustees and municipal councils.

Mr. MEREDITH thought that as good 
men were elected to the Municipal Councils 
as to Public School Boards, notwithstand
ing that the Minister of Education held a 
different view. He was in favour of mak
ing the elections of both bodies come off at 
the same time.

Mr. BELL said that, although he was in 
favour of the law as it stood at present, 
still he would give way for the sake of uni
formity. He held that much good would 
result by getting out a much larger vote of 
the ratepayers, and thereby get a better 
expression of the opinion of tho citizens 
relative to the school trustees. He pointed 
out the beuefits which would result if the 
vote was given by ballot.

Mr. CALVIN supported the amendment 
proposed by the hon. member for Peter- 
boro’. He had been frequently written to 
on the subject, and he hoped the amend
ment would be carried.

Mr. DEACON also supported the amend
ment. He would not apply the school 
franchise to municipal elections, but would 
apply the municipal franchise to school 
elections. The cry that you would deprive 
the ladies of the right of voting should not 
be raised, because the ladies very seldom 
voted, except when there was a very close 
contest.

Mr. CREIGHTON did not agree with 
many of the views of gentlemen on both 
sides of the House on this question. The 
members of the municipal councils had very 
different duties to perform. The Councils 
had to build streets and attend to public 
works, &c., while the School Boards had to 
deal with the scholastic and moral charac
ter of the pupils under their charge; and 
upon this training the future welfare of the 
country depended. (Hear, hear.)

The amendment was put and lost. Yeas, 
25 ; uays, 35.

Mr. MEREDITH wanted to know why 
the franchise applied to municipal elections 
should not be applied to the Separate 
schools.

Mr. FRASER said it was not desirable 
to change the franchise for the Separate 
schools. There was no agitation on the 
subject, and consequently it was not desir
able to discuss it.

Clause No. 2 was then declared carried.
Mr. CROOKS suggested that Clause 6 

should be taken up, in order to give the 
member for West Toronto an opportunity 
of offering the amendment of which he had 
given notice.

Mr. BELL said his amendment was pre
pared in two parts. In the first clause he 
desired to have the election or Public and 
S sparate school trustees take place by bal
lot ; and in the second clause he desired to 
affirm the principle that the elections of 
school trustees should take place at the 
same time as municipal elections.

Mr. CROOKS did not desire to mix up 
the Public and Separate schools in this dis
cussion. I Li thought a vote might be 
taken wif.Ii regard to the Public schools, 
and subsequently the question of applying 
the ballot to Separate schools might be 
considered.

Mr. MEREDITH did not see any reason 
for making two parts of the resolution. He 
thought a vote ought to be taken upon the 
principle of applying the ballot to both 
schools. ”



After some discussion Mr. CROOKS 
suggested that it would be better for the 
< Committee to rise, report progress, and ask 
leave to sit again.

The Committee rose accordingly, and it 
being six o’clock tilt House rose.

After Beccas.
The following bills were amended and 

passed through Committee of the whole
Respecting the Andrew Mercer Re

formatory for Females.—Mr. Wood.
To extend the powers of gas companies. 

—Mr. M6wat.
To establish an Industrial Refuge for 

girls.—Mr. Mowat.
THE JURORS’ ACT.

Mr. HARDY moved the second reading 
of the bill to amend the Jurors’ Act. He 
explained that the bill, for the pur
pose of simplifying the selection of 
jurors, fixed the qualification for jurors 
in cities at 8600, and in towns, 
villages and townships at 8400; rendered 
magistrates eligible as petit jurors at the 
assizes, and made other changes in 
direction of simplifying the system. He ■ 
stated that he had come to the conclusion 
that the grand jury could not be well dis
pensed with ; and if it could, other ma
chinery would have to be substituted. . A 
paid officer would not perform the im- 
■yiiaut-ftHibtions of the grand jury more 
economically or efficiently. It might be 
Conceded that the grand jury might be 
modified, and the measure proposed to re
duce the number from 24 to 13, and to 
allow a true bill to be returned by seven 
instead of thirteen. The grand jury cost 
the Province $23,040 per annum, and the 
alteration would effect a saving. The bill 
would be brought into operation by pro
clamation of the Lieut.-Governor, if no 
part of the bill was found to be without 
the jurisdiction of the House. Among the 
savings effected, lie had estimated the fol
lowing :—average yearly amount paid to 
jurors, grand and petit, $807 per county, 
or $29,150 for the Province ; yearly cost of 
summoning, $113 per county, or $4,352 for 
the Province ; county elections, $46 per 
county, or $1,714 for the Province. With 
other items, the total gross saving would 
be $1,220 per county, or $45,000 for the 
Province, or a net saving of $40,000.

Mr. DEACON thought it would be ad
visable to make the qualification for jurors 
the same as for voters for representatives • 
of this House. He fancied the $400 
qualification would be too high in remote 
townships.

Mr, WILLS supported, the me&swre as 
one which should get the support of gentle
men on both sides of the House.

Mr. CURRIE said that as this legisla
ture had not the power to abolish grand 
Jurors, it was advisable to lessen the 
costs as much as possible in connection 
with the administration of justice. The 
grand jury cost the country at least $30,- 
000 a year. For his own part he would 
prefer to allow fees in the County Court 
and the Superior Court to remain as they 
were at present.

Mr. MEREDITH said he would support 
the bill, which would not be opposed 
from his side of the House, and he was 
glad to see that the Government had not 
evinced a desire to have the Grand Jury 
abolished.

Mr. ROSS was in favor of allowing the 
County Boards to select the jurors, instead 
of the inspectors, who had heretofore per
formed the work.

Mr. HARDY was in favor of raising in
stead of lowe.ing the qualification of jurors. 
However, he was prepared to consider any 
suggestions which might be made to him.

The bill was read a second time.
The House adjourned at 11.10.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE.
The Public Accounts Committee met 

yesterday. Dr. Hodgins, Deputy Minister 
of Education, was examined by Mr. Lau
der in reference to the Depository. His 
opinion was in favor of reverting to the old 
system, and showed that if purchasing of 
the local booksellers had not been adopted, 
the Revenue would have been richer by 
$7,000. In the city of London, Eng., a 
depository had been established in connec
tion with the public schools. If the object 
of the legislature was to make the schools 
efficient at the lowest cost possible, they 
would have to revert to the depository 
system in its entirety. The’ depository 
was able to supply books at 20 per cent, 
less than the booksellers. Mr. Lauder 
pointed out that in 1877, (Public accounts 
page 76) three clerks in the education 
office had received $300 for extra services, 
in addition to their salaries. He objected 
to this as a violation of Reform principles. 
The meeting adjourned.

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

THIRD LEGISLATURE-FOURTH SESSION

Wednesday, February 26.
Mr, Speaker took the chair at 3 o’clock, 

p.m.
Prayers were read by the Rev. Dr. Topp. 

REPORTS BY COMMITTEES.
Mr. FRASER presented the seventeenth 

report of the Private Bills Committee, which 
was adopted.

BILLS INTRODUCED.
Mr. MILLER introduced a bill to amend 

the Free Grant and Homestead Act, which 
was read the first time.

THIRD READINGS.
The following bills were read the third 

time atid passed :—
Tp incorporate the Poultry Association 

of Ontai-io.
Respecting the Whitby, Port Perry and 

Lindsay Railway Co. —Mr. Paxton.
Respecting the Lake Simcoe Junction 

Railway.—Mr. Lauder.
Respecting the Mercer Reformatory for 

Females.—Mr. Wood.
To establish an Industrial Refuge for 

girls.—Mr. Mowat.
PURCHASE OF CROWN LANDS, &c.

Mr. MEREDITH moved for a return, 
showing by townships :—1. The amount of 
the reductions made in eaoh year in which 
Fedpctibns Were made under the provisions 
of 34 Vic.; cap, 20, and 35 Vic., cap. 22, 
on account of the purchase money of Crown 
Lands, Clergy Lands, Common School 
Lands, and Grammar School Lands, giving 
the reduction as to each class of such lands. 
2. The amount of interest abated in each 
year as to each of such classes of lands. 3. 
The amount remaining due on the 1st day 
of January, 1879, on account of eaoh of such 
classes of lands which have been heretofore 
sold. 4. The number of acres sold in 
Meh y*ar since 1868, and the price thereof. 
He stated that he asked for this return be- 
calise he had been informed that some re
ductions had been made on these lands 
that; Were not contemplated by the Act.

Mr. PARDEE said he had no objection 
to the motion, but the return would in
volve a great deal of work and could not 
be brought down this session. He was not 
aware that the Act had been violated.

Mr. DEACON suggested that the valua
tions of these lands as fixed by the valua
tors should be given.

Mr. PARDEE said that would involve 
an immense amount of labour.

. Mr. LAUDER asked if the Commissioner 
of Crown Lands would bring down the re
ports of the valuators. Last year he held 
that these reports were confidential to the 
Department.

Mr. PARDEE said the reports could be 
seen in the Crown Lands Department. It 
would serve no good purpose to Bhew how 
each individual’s land had been valued, 
because errors of judgment must occur. 
The documents he Would not deny, were 
^iiasi-confidential.

The original motion was carried.
' ALGOMA.

Sit. LYON (Algoma) moved for a Select 
Committee to consider the following re
solution, with instructions to report to this 
House thereon :—That the growing im
portance and increasing population of the 
electoral district of Algoma, together 
with the diversity of interests arising from 
difference of soil; climate audtheoceupations 
bf the people in a region of such vast ex
tent, render it expedient that the said Dis
trict of Algoma should be subdivided, to 
the end that it may be more frilly repre
sented in the Legislature of Ontario. That 
it is expedient that the present electoral 
district of Algoma shall be abolished, and 
tjlat the provisional district of Algoma 
hiiall be subdivided into two electoral divi
sions, to be called respectively Eastern 
Algoma and Western Algoma, each of 
which will be an electoral district, and 
shall each return one member to the Pro
vincial Legislature.

Mr. MOWAT said every member of the 
House would admit the importance and ex
tent of Algoma. If it was represented in 
proportion to its size as compared with 
the rest of Ontario, it would require 88 
members in the House, but he fancied that 
would not occur while he occupied his pre
sent position. (Hear, hear.) He was 
afraid the question of additional represen
tation could not be properly entered upon 
now, and Algoma would gain little by one 

additional representative. A readjustment 
of the representation would be proper af
ter the next census was taken, and after 
the confirmation by Act of Parliament of 
the award respecting the northern and 
western boundaries. He had no doubt 
that this confirmation would be given. He 
thought that for the present, Algoma could 
safely trust to the House to look after its 
interests, as all Ontario wished to have it 
developed.

Mr. SCOTT sympathized with the mo
tion, although opposed to increasing the 
ffiemljers of the Hottse. He believed that 
ilife bidet pirts of Ontario should be re- 
jiresentcd on tfih basis Of population, and 
if the aggregate number of the members of 
the House were reduced, the work of the 
bbuntry would be done just as well. Ad
ditional represeiitation for Algoma woiild 
naturally follow the next readjustment. 
He considered that Ontario was over- 
represented, being represented five 
times as much on the basis of 
population as were the people of England. 
He pointed out that the Attorney-General 
had just adopted a curious line of argu
ment in contending that the House gen
erally could well represent Algoma, when 
on the question of the duration of Parlia
ment he argued just the opposite, and said 
it would be an injustice to Algoma for 
Parliament to meet till it was represented.

Mr. MILLER dissented from the state
ment that the representatives from other 
parts of Ontario could attend to the inter
ests of Algoma or Muskoka. He regretted 
to say that the House had not shown a 
disposition to deal liberally with these ter
ritories. He would be in favour of giving 
Muskoka and Parry Sound to Algoma, and 
making a new Province. The Government 
had taken in revenue a much larger amount 
from these districts than they had expend
ed on them in works of development. The 
influence of the older portions of Ontario 
had been exerted against the extension of 
the Canada Central from Pembroke, and it 
was difficult to get.full justice to thenewdis- 
tricts. He contended that no adequate re
presentation could be given to large and 
sparsely settled districts on the principle 
of representation by population, and that in 
such cases it had never been carried out 
either here or in the House of Commons. 
N o one representative could attend to the 
requirements of such a constituency as 
that of Muskoka and Parry Sound.

After some remarks from Mr. CURRIE,
Mr. MEREDITH said that no' doubt 

the question of the representation of 
Algoma would have soon to Be taken up 
by the Government. He believed that an 
additional representative could be given to 
Algoma without adding to the membership 
of the House, by means of a proper re
adjustment. The Conservative party, he 
might say in passing, were opposed to the 
principle that the representation of the 
Province should be increased in this 
Chamber, just as it was increased 
in the House of Commons. The 
case of British Columbia afforded no 
analogy in regard to the representation of 
Algoma, because in that case a contract 
had to be carried out.

Mr, PARDEE said that the Government 
had never intended that there should be a 
readjustment after every census, but only 
when the interests of the country de
manded. He dissented altogether from 
the view taken by the member for Mus
koka that the revenue derived in a certain 
district belonged to it. He contended that 
the Government had been very liberal to
wards these new sections of the country. 
He did not believe that Muskoka would 
care to secede from Ontario.

The motion was withdrawn.
MARKET FEES.

Mr. CURRIE moved that all the peti
tions presented to this House during the 
present session respecting market fees on 
farm produce, be referred to the Select 
Committee, to which was referred bill 
(No. 96) to'amend the Municipal Act.— 
Carried.

LUNATICS IN GAOLS.
Mr. ROSS moved for a return of the 

number of the lunatics who were confined 
in the several common gaols of this Prov
ince in the years 1871, 1874 and 1878, and 
the aggregate number of days during which 
lunatics were so confined in these years. 
—Carried.

LAND IMPROVEMENT FUND.
Mr. GIBSON moved for copies of all cor

respondence between the Government of 
Ontario and that of the Dominion as to the 
Land Improvement Fund, more particular
ly as to that portion which accrued between 
the 6th March, 1861, and the 30th of June, 
1867.



Mr. WOOD remarked that the Provincial 
award had dealt unjustly with Ontario in 
giving Quebec a portion of our school lands 
without giving us an equivalent.

Mr. MOWAT said he could never see 
why the school lands should not have been 
treated like the Crown lands, in regard to 
which it was not disputed that the joint 
interest of the two Provinces ceased on 
Confederation.

After some discussion of a conversational 
nature, the motion passsed.
TAVERN LICENCES IN MIDDLESEX.

Mr. TOOLEY moved for a return giving 
full particulars in connection with the 
tavern and shop licences issued in 1878 in 
the West Riding of Middlesex.—Carried.

THE VOTERS’ LISTS.
Mr. BISHOP moved for a return of the 

decisions of the Court of Appeal upon the 
cases submitted to them under the Act of 
last session to give linality to voters’ lists. 
—Carried.

It being six o’clock, the Speaker left the 
chair.

’ ZZV--J?...... 4 ~~ Pane. )
After Keeess.

After recess the House went into Com
mittee on the bill respecting the Learning
ton Comber and Lake St. Clair Railway 
Company, which passed.

SECOND READINGS.
The bill to incorporate the city of Guelph 

was read a second time.
. On the motion for the second reading of 

the bill respecting the burying ground 
in the town of Guelph,

Mr. MEREDITH objected on the ground 
that the preamble was defctive.

Mr. MOWAT explained the material 
features of the bill, contending that the 
ground was dedicated by the Canada Com
pany to a public purpose, and that it was 
now to be dedicated to another public pur
pose.

After further explanations by Mr. Cur
rie and Mr. Scott the bill was read a 
second time.

The following bills were read a second 
time : —

To revive and amend the Act incor
porating the Ontario Mineral RailwayjCom- 
pany.—Mr. Deroche.

Bill for the Relief of the Barton and 
Glandford Road Company.—Mr. Williams.

Respecting an agreement entered into 
between the city of Brantford and the 
Grand Trunk Railway Company.—Mft 
Deroche.

To incorporate the Industrial Exhibition 
Association of Ontario.—Mr. Bell.

Respecting water works for the town of 
Guelph.—Mr. Massie.

Bill relating .to the Town of Tiverton.— 
Dr. Widdifield.

Bill to provide for the division of the 
Township of Colchester.—Mr. Wigle.

Bill to amend the Municipal Act, (Dr. 
Baxter), providing that rewards for the 
capture of horse thieves shall be paid by 
the municipality from which the animal 
was stolen, instead of by the municipality 
where the thief was captured.
GEORGIAN BAY AND ^ELLINGTON 

RAILWAY.
The House went into Committee of the 

Whole on the bill respecting the Georgian 
Bay and Wellington Railway. The bill 
passed through Committee and was ordered 
for a third reading.
SALE OF LAND UNDER MORTGAGE.

Mr. CURRIE moved the second reading 
of the Bill respecting the Sale of land under 
mortgage. The mover explained that it 
was similar to one for a (long time in 
force in the State of New York.

Mr. MOWAT did not think the leading 
provisions of the bill were such as should 
commend themselves to the House. He 
pointed out several items of useless expense 
which might be avoided.

Mr. CURRIE still contended that his 
bill had been drawn in the interests sf the 
public, whose expenses, in case of sale of 
mortgage lands, would be greatly lessened 
if his bill became law.

Mr. DEACON denounced the bill as bad 
in every particular.

Mr. PAX TON considered it a good one, 
and trusted it would be allowed a second 
reading, in order that it might go to com
mittee for further consideration.

The motion Was then lost on division— 
yeas, 28 J nays, 33.

YhAB—Messrs, Bakst, bishop, Broder,Calvin,Code, 
Cole, Coutis, Ciirrie, Finlayson, Grafiam, Orange, 
Grant, Harkin, Hunter, Kean, Long, Lyon (Al
goma), McDougall, McLawy, Master, Patterson, 
Paxton, Richardson, Robinson, Rosevear, Snetsing- 
er, Striker, Wilis.—28. . .

Nays—Messrs, nauantyne, Baxter, Bonfield, | 
Clarke (Wellington), Creighton, Crooks, Deacon 
Ferris, Fraser, Harcourt, Lane, Lauder. Lyon (Hal- 
ton), McCraney, McMahon, Massie, Merrick, Monk, 
Mostvn, Mowat, O’Suliivan, Preston, Ross, Scott, 
Sexton, Sinclair, Springer, Tooley, Watterworth, 

_J Widdifield, Williams, Wilson, Wood.—33.
MUNICIPAL LOAN FtTNb'.

The House resolved itself into Commit
tee of the Whole on a resolution by Mr. 
Wood relative to the Municipal Loan Fund 
scheme, as follows :—Where, in the un
organized townships or parts of districts 
mentioned in the schedule appended to the 
Act respecting payments to unorganized 
townships or parts of districts under the 
Municipal Loan Fund scheme, Indians, or 
persons partly of Indian blood, are entitled 
to the benefits of any moneys payable un
der the Act respecting Municipal Loan 
Fund debts, and respecting certain pay
ments to municipalities, “the Lieutenant- 
Governor in Council may authorize the 
expenditure of such moneys for any pur
pose, whether of a temporary of permanent 
nature, that he may consider beneficial to 
the pBtamt-s as aforesaid entitled. ’*

Mr, .Ailsllt’ijll'yi drew atteMtioil to the 
fact that as it was proposed Id ffiSkb a 
division between the Indians and whites, 
the orders-in-Council should get the sanc
tion of the House before they could be 
acted upon.

Mr. FRASER having made certain ex
planations, the resolution was passed afid 
the Committee rose and reported.

DRAINAGE.
The House went into Committee on Mr. 

Wood’s bill to authorize investments in 
municipal debentures issued in aid of stone 
or timber drainage—Mr. Clarke (Welling
ton) in the chair,

The bill passed, and the Committee rose. 
LIMITATION OF ACTIONS.

Mr. MOWAT moved the House into 
Committee on the Bill to amend the law as 
to the limitation of actions, and in doing 
so he amended the bill by adding a clause 
to the effect that actions now pending shall 
not be affected by this measure.

The bill passed; and the Committee rose 
and reported.

The House adjourned at 10.45.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
Mr. Bell—On Friday next—Enquiry of 

Ministry whether it is the intention of the 
Government to introduce a bill this session 
for the purpose of taxing any of the follow
ing items of property now exempted by 
law, viz. I—

1. Persoralty on whiah there are al
leged liabilities.,

2. Building Society stock;
3. Church property, , denominational 

charitable institutions, or bdrying grounds.
4. Ontario Government property.
5. Dominion Government property.
6. University and College lands, etc.
7. Debentures.
8. Insurance companies stock.
0, Lawns and gardens,

10. Grain in elevators.
11. Telegraph companies stock.
12; Gas company stock.
13. Street railway company’s rails, etc.
14. Residences df ministers of religion 

and their stipends.
15. Property df milhicipalities owned in 

other than their dwn municipality.
10. Incomes of judges and court officials.
17. Literary dnd scientific institutions.
18. incomes of Ontario and Dominion 

Goyernment emplbyds.
20. Cohnectional society’s stock of in

come? ;
Whether the Government intend to go 

on with the following resolution, notice of 
which was given by the Hon. Provincial 
Secretary on the 23rd of January, 1879 :— 
“ On Monday next—To appoint a select 
committee to consider and take evidence on 
the subject of municipal taxation and ex
emptions, with power to send for persons 
and papers, such committee to be composed 
as follows Messrs. Bell, Calvin, Chisholm, 
Deacon, Ferris, Graham, Harcourt, Hardy, 
Hargraft, Harkin, Hay, Lauder, Mc
Mahon, Meredith, Miller, O’Donoghue, 
Robinson. Sexton, White, Wills, Williams, 
and Wood.”

Or whether the Government has aban
doned the whole matter of exemption from 
municipal taxation.

Mr. Currie—On Friday—Bill respecting : 
the office of sheriff,

The Attorney-General—On Friday next 
__Bill respecting Crown administration.

Mr. Coutts—On Friday next—Order of 
the House for a return of all correspondence 
between the Department of Public Works 
and William Irving in respect to arrears

claimed for work done on Government 
drains in the township of Raleigh.

Mr. Flesher—On Friday next—Order of 
I the House for a return showing the bank 
1 in which the account of the Board of License 

Commissioners for the electoral district of 
j Cardwell was kept during 1878. The seve- 
| ral amounts deposited during said year to 
the credit of said account and the date of 
such deposits, the several amounts with
drawn during said year from such account, 
and the dates of such withdrawals. Said 
return also to show the amount expended 
in such electoral district during 1876, for 
the payments of detective or other persons 
employed to secure enforcement of the 
license law, or to secure conviction for its 
infringement. Said return to give in detail 
the amounts so paid and the parties to 
whom paid.

Mr. Hardy—On Friday next—Bill to 
amend chapter 181 of the Revised Statutes.

Mr. Williams—On Friday next—Ad
dress that a return be made to this House 
showing the different railways receiving aid 
from this Province, the number of miles 
completed, the number of miles not com
pleted but under contract since 1st Janu
ary, 1871.

Mr. McDougall—On Friday next—Order 
of the House for a return showing all 
moneys collected in the riding of North 
Middlesex for tavern and shop licences for 
and during the years 1876, 1877, and 1878, 
and from what townships collected, the 
amount paid the Commissioners for and 
during the years 1876, 1877, and 1878, also 
amounts paid ; inspectors for such years, 
the amount of fines imposed and collected 
during such years and to whom paid ; also 
the amounts returned the several town
ships during those years.

PRIVATE BILLS.
Wednesday, Feb. 26.

THE LOCAL IMPROVEMENT BILL WITHDRAWN.
At the Public Bills Committee to-day 

new bills were submitted with regard to 
the consolidation and local improvement 
scheme for Toronto.

> Mr. Fraser (the Chairman) stated that, 

the Local improvement bill would be first 
taken up, and he pointed out that the 
greater number of its clauses amended the 
General Municipal Act; and consequently 
the bill should go to the Municipal Com
mittee.

Another member of the Committee sug
gested that the measure should be left over 
for a year.

The Chairman, eventually suggested 
that a vote should be taken on the 6th 
clause of the bill (which, as submitted, 
was permissive only and not peremptory,) 
with the understanding that the question 
should be, whether the clause should be 
referred to the Municipal Committee.

The vote, being taken, was by a large 
majority in the negative.

Aid. Boswell then stated that, with the 
authority of the Mayor, he would with
draw the bill, which was accordingly done } 
it being understood that a clause in the 
bill relative to certain ordnance lands’ 
should be inserted in the Consolidated 
bill, which was then proceeded with.

Before the Local Improvements bill was 
withdrawn, Mr. Morris stated that after 
full consideration he had come to the con
clusion that there should be a radical 
change of the law with regard to the City 
of Toronto. He said it was impossible 
that the General Municipal law could con
trol the varied interests of the City of To
ronto, which, in importance, from its 
wealth and resources, was in fact a Pro
vince ; and, he therefore, proposed that a 
special charter should be granted to the 
city.

The suggestion of the honourable gen
tleman was received with acclamation by 
the members of the Committee and mem
bers of the City Council pfeseht;

The Chairman (Mr. Fraser) intimated 
his adhesion to any well considered scheme 
of the kind, as suggested by the honour
able member for East Toronto.

The consideration of the Consolidation 
bill was proceeded with and passed by the 
Committee a sinking fund of three-fourths 
per cent, being provided for, and the issue 
of debentures beyond six millions being 
limited to eight per cent, instead of twelve 
on an assessment of $50,000,000, with 
other minor emendations.

The clause relating to ordnance lands 
was added to the bill, which was ordered 
to be reported.



Tdlll. rEGMUE- i'iiUTli SESSION _

Thursday, February 27.
The Speaker took the chair at 3 o’olock, 

p.m.
Prayers were read by the Rev. Dr. Topp. 

PETITIONS.
By Mr. Preston—The petition of the 

County Council of Leeds and Grenville 
praying for certain amendments to the 
Registry Act respecting the registration 
of documents, and three petitions from 
Leeds anent the Orange Associations.

REPORTS.
Reports were presented from several of 

the Standing Committees.
Dr. Mostyn presented a report of the 

Select Committee appointed to report on 
bill No. 121, asking for amendments to the 
Agricultural and Arts Acts.

EXEMPTIONS.
Mr. HARDY moved that a Special Com

mittee be appointed on the subject of ex
emptions, notice of which had already been 
given.

In moving the resolution Mr. HARDY 
explained that since last session a good 
deal of information had been obtained, and 
he thought the Committee might be able 
to get some additional facts to lay before 
the House.

Mr. MEREDITH complained that the 
Government had been trifling with this 
question of exemptions. A very deep in
terest was taken in this matter by the pub
lic generally, and now the Government 
brought down a resolution near the close 
of the session when it will be utterly im
possible to do anything with the subject 
before the prorogation. He felt satisfied 
that if it had not been for the motion 
placed on the paper by the hon. member for 
West Toronto the Government would not 
have touched the subject at all. (Hear 
hear.)

Mr. MO WAT contended that there was 
no general wish on the part of the public 
to take action on this subject outside 
the cities of Toronto and London, and he 
might Bay that it was a most diflicult ques
tion to deal with, and he felt certain that 
no legislation which could be effected 
would give satisfaction to the people. Our 
friends on the other side of the lines had ' 
found this a very difficult question, and no I 
satisfactory result had been obtained by 
them. The Committee might go to work 
and get whatever information could be ob- 
tained on the subject.

Mr. BELL was glad that the notice of an 
enquiry which he had placed on the paper 
had the effect of extracting a confessiou 
from the Government that the question 
was being trifled with, and that it was not 
the intention of the Government to do any
thing with it this session. (Hear, hear.) 
Now he wished to have it clearly under
stood that Toronto and London were not 
the only places in Ontario where any in
terest was taken in this matter. He 
pointed out the large amount of property 
in Toronto and other cities which was not 
taxed, and he condemned the conduct of 
the Government in its neglect of a public 
question like this. He also pointed to the 
city of Ottawa, where a deep interest was 
taken in the question of exemptions.

Mr. GIBSON said the question of ex
emptions was never heard in the oountry_
(oh, oh)—and, in his opinion, nothing 
whatever should be done with it by the 
Government. He condemned the conduct 
■of the hon. member for West Toronto and 
■other members for pressing this subject on 
the House.

Mr. LAUDER said the last speaker 
should remember that it is the Government ! 
that he ought to lecture instead of the hon. ‘ 
member for West Toronto, because the ' 
•Government should have done something 
to meet the wishes of the public in respect 
to this matter long ago. But the hon. 
member for West Huron supported the 
Government through thick and thin— 
whether right or wrong ; and he did not 
believe that the constituents represented 
by the hon. member would thank him for 
his slavish conduct in this House. (Hear, 
hear.) Thehon. gentleman had said the 
question was never heard of in the coun- _ 
try. Did he know there was a city of Ot
tawa, a city of Hamilton, London," Brant
ford, and other important municipalities 
that desired this question settled. But 
the Government had found this question

specting the practice of the Courts— 
re'ative to the cost of the management of 
euitors’ money.

The bill was slightly amended and 
passed, and the Committee rose and re- 
norted.

SECOND READINGS.

so very embarrassing tnat it was afraid to 
take it up ; and he held that the Govern
ment deserved the censure of the House 
and the country for having neglected to 
deal with the question. Now the Provin
cial Secretary brings down a motion when _ 
forced to do so by the hon. member for— 
West Toronto. When he knew the Com
mittee could scarcely have time to elect 
evert a chairman before the close of the 
session. But the conduct of the Govern
ment just proved to the House and to the 
country that the time of the House was 
being taken up for the purpose of deceiv
ing the public by pretending that it was 
■desired by the Government to deal with 
the question, when there was no intention 
to do anything whatever with it.

Mr. PAXTON contended that there was 
no agitation in the country relative to the 
question of exemptions.

Mr. SINCLAIR held that it was the x 
duty of the Opposition to take the initia
tive in this matter of exemptions instead 
of trying to force the Government to do 
so. And lie defied the hon. member for 
East Grey to say that he was in favour of 
abolishing exemptions.

Mr. LAUDER—Yes, I am in favour of 
doing so. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. SINCLAIR still contended that it 
was not the duty of the Opposition to deal 
with the question under consideration.

Mr. FERRIS defended the Government 
;n its course, and contended that there 
was no interest taken on the subject out
side of the city of Toronto. His hon. 
friend from East Grey declined dealing 
with the details of this question, but it 
should be remembered that if you took out 
the details there was nothing left. Now 
he would ask the hon. gentleman if he 
would, for instance, say that the exemp
tion of churches from taxation should be 
abolished ? He would wait for an answer.

Mr. SCOTT—All right; you may wait. 
(Loud laughter.)

Mr. FERRIS—Well, of course he could 
wait—(laughter)—and he expected that he 
wonld be compelled to do so. (Hear, hear.) 
He still contended that the Government 
was blameless in this matter.

On motion of Mr. HARDY, the name 
of Mr. Ross was added to the cemmittee.

The motion was then passed. 
THE MEDICAL ACT.

Mr. MOWAT moved the first reading ,of 
the bill to amend the Medical Act. He i 
pointed out that it was unjuBt that medical 
men from England should bo admitted to 
practice in Ontario without examination, 
when the same privilege was not extended 
in England to Canadian medical men. This 
was unfair and unjust, and he thought 
there should be reciprocity in this matter. 
(Hear.) The main object of the bill was 
to impose a fee, not to exceed $400, upon 
English physicians desirous of practising in 
Ontario without an examination.

The bill was read a first time, and order
ed for a second reading to-morrow.

THIRD READINGS.
The following bills were read the third 

time and passed :—
Respecting the Leamington, Comber and 

Lake St. Clair Railway Company.—Mr. 
Wigle.

Respecting the Georgian Bay and Wel
lington Railway Company.—Mr. Hunter.

To amend the law as to the Limitation 
of Actions.—The Attorney-General.

EXTRA SITTINGS.
Mr. MOWAT moved that on each day 

after this week (except Saturdays), there 
shall be, during this session, two distinct 
sittings of this House ; the first to com
mence at 11 a.m., and to last until 1 p.m.; 
the second sitting to commence at 3 p.m.; 
also, that on each Saturday there shall be 
a sitting of this House, to commenee at 11 
a.m.

Mr. PAXTON desired to know when the 
House would be prorogued.

Mr. MOWAT thought that all the busi
ness would be finished next week.

The motion was then passed. 
MUNICIPAL LOAN FUND.

Mr. WOODS’ resolution relative to the 
Municipal Loan Fund scheme was con
curred in.

DRAINAGE.
The House went into Committee on Mr. 

Woods’ bill to authorize investments in 
municipal debentures issued in aid of 
stone and timber drainage.

The bill was pissed with some slight _ 
amendment.

PRACTICE OF THE COURTS.
The House went into Committee on Mr. 

Mowat’s bill to make certain provisions re

The following bills were read a second 
time : —

Respecting payments under the Municipal 
Loan Fund scheme where Indians are con
cerned.

Respecting 
in municipal

Respecting 
panies.

investment of public moneys 
drainage debentures.
steam and heating com-

SUPPLY.
The House went into Committee of 

Supply, Mr. Clarke (Wellington) in the 
° Upon the item of $21,060 for the flthool 
of Agriculture being put to the House,

Mr. WOOD proceeded to say that when 
this School was first established, it was 
purely experimental in its objects, lhe 
Government was desirous of giving the 
farmers’ sons an opportunity of gam- 
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ing useful information relative to 
the best method of working their 
farms. He said the experiment 
thus far had been very successful and sat
isfactory. Experiments had been made in 
applying artificial manure in growing 
wheat, root crops, etc., and the best means 
of fattening animals. He then said that in 
last September a very successful sale of 
stock and cereals had taken place on the 
farm—the products being sold to parties 
in Ontario and Manitoba. The average 
price realized for cattle was $100 a piece 
and the average price for sheep was $24 
each. The usual rule was observed—half 
cash and the balance in six months. In 
the year 1878 146 students were enrolled 
at the college. Of course the capacity of 
the college was only 85, but a large number 
had attended for a short time and others 
had taken their places ; and he contended 
that the college was was managed cheaply 
and successfully. A very able report 
had been presented by Professor 
Brown, who had the fullest confidence 
of the Government ; but there were 
a few passages in the report of that gentle
man to which the Government had object
ed. In justice, however, to the professor 
he should state that as soon as that gentle
man had learned that the Government had 
objected to certain passages of his report, 
he had requested such passages to be 
eliminated ; and the Printing Committee 
had taken steps to have his request com
plied with.

Mr. MEREDITH said he had not ob
served a detailed statement of the expense 
of maintaining the college in- the Public 
Accounts.

Mr. WOOD admitted that such did not 
appear. The accounts of the institution 
were kept separate, but similar to those at 
other institutions of the country.

Mr. MERRICK said it was impossible 
to arrive at a correct opinion about the 
management of this institution until a 
statement were given of the details of 
management, the receipts for the sale of 
stock, grain, &c.

Mr. LAUDER said that it appeared it 
cost the country $400 a year to maintain each 
pupil in this college. Why the fact of the 
matter was that this was the most expen
sive institution in the country, and he 
thought it should be known. He would 
like to know if the pupils paid anything?

Mr. WOOD—Yes, the mere cost of their 
board. They pay it in work. They are 
allowed 10 cents and 8 cents per hour, ac
cording to their capability, and this is 
allow ed to stand toward paying their board.

Mr. LAUDER said it was most extraor
dinary that the institution cost so much, 
and he held that a great reform was neces
sary.

Mr. MEREDITH thought the puhlic 
were entitled to know how this institution 
was managed, what it cost to maintain it, 
what the amounts of receipts for grain, 
stock, &c., were, and under whose direction 
the money annually voted by the country 
was expended. He drew attention to the 
fact that the salaries paid the officials were 
entirely too large ; and he felt sure that the 
public would not be satisfied to support 
this college at such expense. The Presi
dent received $2,000 a year, a house and 
maintenance, and of course the maintenance 
of his family; and this he held was too 
high altogether. The same sum and same 
privileges were granted to the professor of 
agriculture and farm superintendent. He 
was m favor of giving this farm a fair trial,



but be couia not out tnina tnat mere was 
a great deal of extravagance in connection 
with it. And instead of the salaries being 
reduced they had actually been increased 
since last year by §200. He also objected 

. to the absence of details relative to the re- 
■ ceipts, &c., and he trusted that an effort 

would be made by the Government to fur
nish the House with the necessary infor
mation.

Mr. MERRICK still held that the House 
should have been put in possession of all 
the facts connected with the sale of stock, 
the receipts from the sale of grain, and 
every other matter which could enlighten 
the House as to the expense to the country 
of managing the institution.

Mr. GRANGE also condemned the Gov
ernment for not having given the House 
more information about the management of 
the farm. He had the floor at six o’clock..

The House rose at six o’clock.
After Recess,

After recess, the Speaker took the chair 
at 7.30.

Mr. MEREDITH desired to know if the 
House was to understand from the Trea
surer that in future a different method 
would be pursued in keeping the accounts 
of the School of Agriculture*’

Mr. WOOD replied in the affirmative.
Mr. MERRICK suggested that a state

ment might be brought down to morrow of 
the receipts from the sale of stock, stu
dents’ fees, etc., at the institution. In the 
meantime the item should be allowed to 
stand over.

Mr. WOOD—It is impossible to bring 
down a statement so early as to-morrow.

Mr. MERRICK thought that it was due 
to tire House and country to have a detail
ed statement of receipts and expenditure at 
this college laid before the House.

Mr. CREIGHTON said the House 
should have an account of the moneys re
ceived by the institution. It was clear 
that the 
of which 
dered.
House had

college received 
no account was

.funds
__ ren-

The country and even the 
—1 heretofore imagined that 

the sum voted by Parliament annually was 
all that was needed to carry on the institu
tion, but it seems that other large sums are 
received at the institution. What was done 
with this money ? Was it spent in grant
ing bonuses to the teachers, or what was 
done with it? Surely the Government 
ought to know what was done with the 
money, but it seems even the Treasurer 
did not know anything about it.

Mr. MILLER defended the Government 
in the matter ; and blamed the Opposition 
for opposing this institution, which he 
said was useful to the country.

Mr. MEREDITH merely protested 
against the way in which the accounts of 
this institution were managed. Apart 
from being unconstitutional, it was highly 
improper to manage a public institution in 
the way in which this college is managed, 
and he might say that he had not said a 
word against the college, but against its 
financial management. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. FERRIS defended the Government 
and alluded to a statement already printed, 
giving details of sales of stock, grain, &c.

Mr. MERRICK—Would the hon. mem
ber be kind enough to point out where the 
receipts from the pupils are given in the 
report ?

Mr. FERRIS could not exactly show 
where the item could be seen, but perhaps 
this was an omission. He pointed out that 
much good was being done in the country 
by the existence of this institution.

Mr. CREIGHTON said he found from 
the report submitted, that the farm did not 
produce enough of the common necessaries 
of life to sustain the few students educated 
there ; and consequently he did not think 
that this was the kind of farming that the 
farmers of the country needed. How 
would the farmers like one of their 
sons to go back in the bush and take up a 
farm of 600 acres and expend §12,000 a 
year in working it beyond the value of 
what was raised upon it.

Mr. MASSIE defended the management 
of the farm.

Mr. GRAHAM spoke to the same effect.
Mr. HAY also defended the manage

ment of the farm,
Mr. BOULTER believed that the criti

cism from the Opposition stimulated the ' 
Government in the management of this in
stitution ; and on the whole he thought 
that it is managed better now than here
tofore ; and if hon. members of the House 
could make a suggestion that would tend ■ 
to improve the management of the school 
the time of the House was not wasted.

Mr. ROSEVEAR had observed from the 
discussion that if it were not for the Oppo
sition the Government would have very

year the large sum

surveyor said were

little to do ; and ne ooservea rrom the re
port which lie held in his hand that 
they might practice more economy at 
this model farm. He said that they had 
nine horses and only six sets of harness. 
(Laughter). They had also two separators, 
while one ought to be sufficient; also two 
threshing machines ; but in his opinion one 
ceuld do all the work. Now his experience 
was this, that if things were not used on a 
farm they would be thrown aside and lost. 
He did not know whether every boy at the 
school had a wheelbarrow, but he supposed 
the treasurer could tell. (Laughter). Well 
he might say that he was willing to give 
the farm a longer trial, and when he came 
back—and he supposed he would—he would 
vote to sell it and get rid of the whole pack. 
(Laughter). When he was up there he saw 
some°stock, and he saw an animal that, it 
was said, cost §700, but to tell the truth, 
if the animal was in his neighbourhood it 
would not bring §25. (Laughter). But per
haps there was more in the brute than he 
could discover. (Loud laughter).

The item was then passed.
Mr. CROOKS moved concurrence in the 

item of §11,500, for the Normal School, 
Ottawa ; and in doing so he pointed out 
that this school would reflect credit upon 
the country at large.

After some further explanations the 
item passed.

On the item of §73,000 for charges on 
Crown lands, including cost of surveys, 
&c.,

Mr. LAUDER contended that a large 
sum of money was being expended on sur
veying public lands which were utterly 
useless for agricultural purposes ; and he 
read from the Surveyor’s report to prove 
what he had said. He did not see why 
the Commissioner of Crown Lands should 
expend large sums of money ju surveying 
land which the surveyor had said was a 
howling wilderness and valueless. Last 
year the large sum of §14,180 was 
expended on these lands, which the 

useless. (Hear.) 
I Perhaps the Commissioner would tell the 
1 House why he had pot sent out explorers

to ascertain whether the lands were worth 
anything, before he seat surveyors forward. 
Perhaps he had been too busy during the 
Dominion elections to read the reports of 
the surveyors. (Hear, hear.) The Com
missioner, no doubt, wdl become very in
dignant, and will say thatthe member tor 
East Grey (Mr. Lauder) had made ope of 
his characteristic speeches, but he had the 
figures before him, and the reports of the 
surveyors before him, and he was speaking 
from the book. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. PARDEE, in reply, contended that 
every township should be surveyed, 
whether it was suitable for agricultural 
purposes or not ; and he boldly asserted 
that if it were not for the fear of the 
cavilling of the Opposition at his policy, he 
would recommend the vote of a sum of 
money to survey all the unsurveyed public 
lands of Ontario.

Mr. LAUDER—Up to James’ Bay.
Mr. PARDEE —Yes, right up to James’ 

Bay, because in a very short time the 
whole country will be settled.

The item was then carried.
The item of §59,630.22 for refund ac

count, was next taken up, and after some 
discussion it was passed.

The item of §50,000 for unforeseen and 
unprovided expenses, was the next item, 
in which concurrence was moved.

Mr. MEREDITH drew attention to the 
impropriety of granting gratuities to offi
cers upon resigning, or in the case of his 
death the gratuity being given to his fam
ily without the sanction of the House.

Mr. WOOD explained that in case an 
officer is unable to perform his duties from 
old age or sickness, the gratuity was given 
to his family, and the humblest servant 
was as much entitled to such gratuity as 
the highest official.

After explanations from Mr. Mowat the 
item passed.

The Committee then rose and reported. 
POWERS TO MORTGAGEES.

The House then went into Committee on 
the bill to give mortgagees certain powers 
now commonly invested in mortgages.

The bill passed and the Committee rose. 
The House adjourned at 11.15 o’clock.

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY,
THIRD LECaSLAillRE - FOURTH SESSION

------ a . ...
Friday, February 28.

f he Speaker took the chair at 3 o’clock, 
p.81. .
I! Prdyera were read by the Rev. Mr. Mc
Donald.

RETURNS.
, Mr. HARDY brought down a number of 
returns ordered by the House relative to the 
Central Prison. : , >' '

BILLS INTRODUCED.
Mr. MEREDITH introduced a bill to 

amend the act for the preservation of game 
and fur-bearing animals.

THIRD READINGS.
' ■ Th® following bills were read the third 
time and passed. ■ ,

Respecting the XVater Works of the City 
ol Ottawa.— Mr. O’DonogRue.
" Respecting the Whitby and-Bobcaygeon 
Railway Extension Co.—Mr. Paxton.

To amend the Act incorporating the St. 
Joseph Union Sopiety of the City of Ottawa. 
—Mr. O’Donoghue.

To give further powers to the Petrolia 
Crude Oil and Tanking Company.—Mr. 
Pardee.

To extend the powers of Gas Companies, 
—The Attorney-General.

To authorize investments in Municipal 
Debentures issued in aid of Stone and Tim
ber Drainage.—Mr. Wood.

TAX EXEMPTIONS.
Mr. BELL enquired whether it is the 

intention of the Government to introduce 
a bill this session for the purpose of taxing 
any of the following items of property 
now exempted by law, viz.1. Persoralty 
on which there are alleged liabilities ; 2. 
Building Societies stock ; 3. Church prop
erty, denominational charitable institutions 
or burying grounds ; 4. Ontario Govern
ment property ; 5. Dominion Government 
property ; 6. University and College lands, 
etc.; 7. Debentures ; 8. Insurance com
panies stock t 9. Lawns and gardens ; 10. 
Grain in elevators ; 11. Telegraph com- 
ti^hies stock ; 12. Gas company Stock •
13. Street railway company’s rails, etc.;
14. Residences of ministers of religiop
and .their stjpepds • Property pf mpni-
pipaRtlec owned in •.fituer , tpan. tfiejr own 
municipality;; 16. TRe incomes of judges 
and court officials ; 17. Literary and scien
tific iLsiUuiaons; io. incomes of Ontario 
And Dominion Government employes ; 19. 
Connectional society’s stock orincome ; and 
further, whether the Government intend.to 
go on with the following resolution, notice 
of which was given by the Hon. Provincial 
Secretary on the 23rd of January, last : - 
“ To appoint select committee to consider 
ftnd take evidence on the subject 
61 municipal taxation and ekemp- 
iibns; witli power to tend lor persons 
And papers, stich coihmittee to Re composed

follows i—Messrs. Bell, Calvin, Chisholm, 
Deacon, Ferris, Grahanj, Harcourt; Hardy, 
Hargraft, , Harkin, Hay, Lauder, Mc
Mahon, Meredith,. Miller,, O’Donoj^iue, 
Robinson. Sexton, White, Wills, Williams, 
jmd Wood •” or whether th® Government 
has abandoned the whole matter of exemp
tion from municipal taxation., > , ,

. Mr. MOWAT said.: It is not the inten
tion of the Government this session to in
troduce a bill ‘covering the ground men
tioned by the hon. member. The Commit- 
tee has already been appointed to which 
the question, refers, and the Government 
hah Sot abandoned ths whole matter-of ex
emptions from municipal taxation. (Ironi
cal aheers.) I; ’

'THE LATE JOHN O’CARROLL.
Mr. WILLS moved for a Committee to 

enquire into the claims of the heirs of the 
late John O’Carroll, of Belleville, for losses 
incurred by him in the Rebellion of 
1837-8

Mr. MOWAT said he had failed to find 
any ground upon which to justify the pas
sing of the motion. The matter had been 
adjudicated upon, and after a lapse of 
forty-two years it was undesirable to re
open an enquiry.

Mr. SCOTT said that the Attorney- 
General did not raise this objection two or 
three yearS ftgd to the hliim of John Mont- 
Soffirfy, whibh whs referred td d Uomniit- 
teb„ and an awdpd of..§3,00(1 rqttiimed. He 
inqpght.no harm would result from refer- 
ring thisimattex to a Committee, and if it 
were found that the case whs worthy of 
Consideration, the House would not refuse, 
to do these people justice. ,

inqpght.no


Mr. WILLS said the case had not been 
adjudicated upon, the claim that was en
quired into being that of Mrs. 0 Carroll 
herself, whose house had been wrecked.

Mr. MOW AT said that in the case of 
Montgomery, the claim had already been 
favourably reported upon by the Commis- u 
stoners, and that was the reason a Commit
tee was granted. The case of O’Carroll 
was, on the contrary, reported against by 
the Commissioners.

The motion was lost.
THE CASE OF HOOPER V. SCOTT.
Mr. GRANGE moved for a return giving 

copies of all correspondence in the matter 
of Hooper v. Scott (charged with forgery), 
between the Hon. Attorney-General Mowat 
and W. A. Reeve, county attorney, and 
Scott, the said defendant; also, copies of 
all letters from the said W. A. Reeve and 
the said Scott, to the Hon. Attorney-Gen- ; 
eral, together with copies of all other cor
respondence in reference to the said mat-

Mr. MOWAT raid he had no objection 
to the motion. The alleged forgery was 
nothing but an election squib, and an ap
plication to a judge was declared to give 
no ground for criminal proceedings.

Mr. DEACON said this was a serious 
matter. According to the Attorney- 
General’s statement a man might, under 
cover of an election squib, do an opponent 
considerable mischief by skilfully mis
representing his views to the electors over 
his signature.

Mr. SCOTT thought that a law should 
be made to make such an offence criminal. 
It was a grave offence, surely, to put 
another man’s name to a document with 
the view of misleading the electors.

Mr. DEROCHE said that if the docu
ment were produced it would at once be 
admitted that it was nothiug but an elec
tion squib. So ridiculous was it that no 
magistrate in Napanee could be found for 
some time to try the case. It admitted 
that the candidate whose signature it bore 
was not fit to represent the constituency.

The motion passed.
TIMBER CUT ON CROWN LANDS.
Mr. O’DONOGHUE moved for copies of 

the order-in-Council of 2nd December, 
1870, subjecting timber cut on Crown 
Lands without license to a penalty of one 
hundred dollars per thousand cubic feet on 
square timber, and one dollar per standard 
saw-log. A statement of all fines and 
penalties exacted under the said order-in- 
Council, on the Ottawa, or any of its 

I tributaries, with the names of the parties 
fined; the quantity of timber cut, and the 
amount exacted in each case. A copy of 
all correspondence, departmental reports, 
reports of agents, and complaints of 
aggrieved parties in reference to the 1 
said fines up to the 1st February, 1879. 
Also, a statement of all timber cut in 
trespasss since the order-in-Council of 2nd 
December, 1870, was passed, in which the 
penalty of ten cents per cubic foot was 
not charged.

Mr. PARDEE suggested that the words 
“ on the Ottawa and its tributaries” should 
be omitted, and also that the following be 
inserted after the word “passed,” in the 
last line but one, “coming within the 
order.”

Mr. DEACON objected to the last ad
dition, as the allegation was that the Com
missioner had discriminated in imposing 
these penalties. The House should have a 
complete return, to see whether the order 
bad been properly carried out.

Mr. MILLER said that in 1870 it was 
found that parties had trespassed upon the 
public lands in large numbers, and as a 
rule the very best timber lands were 
selected ; and although warned frequently, 
these parties paid no attention to the 
notice. The Government therefore passed 
an order-in-Council imposing a penalty 
upon the trespassers upon unsold, un
located and unlicensed lauds.

Mr. PARDEE had no objection to bring 
down the papers.

The motion was carried. 
RAILWAY RATES.

Mr. GIBSON moved for an “order of 
the House for a return showing the appli
cations for the fixing and regulating of the 
rates demanded and received for passengers 
and goods carried upon railways subject to 
the control of this Legislature, as provided 
for by section ten, sub-section twenty- 
three, cap 165, Revised Statutes of On
tario.” In moving the resolution, he 
pointed out the injustice of the differential - 
rates charged by the various railway com- 
Sanies in favour of certain points ; the 

rand Trunk discriminated greatly in 
favour of Montreal for freight sent through

perience went to prove that the higher you 
went in the courts the poorer you became 
;l__2 ..._.iL>
think that the people should piy, all kinds
' - - ““ . ■ ” ' ’ . i

be allowed to go to a second

CODE

Mr. GRANGE contended that the people 
of the country wanted cheap justice and 
cheap law ; but ho regretted that when 
law costs came up in that House, all the 
lawyers voted together to keep Up the 
costs. (Hear, hear.) 8tlfely the people 
should hate Soiiieihing to say in dealing 
With matteis of this kind. The At 
torney-General characterized the Division 
Court as the poor man’s Court, but his ex
perience went to prove that the higher you 
went in the courts the poorer you Became 
(Loud laughter.) The lawyers seemed to 
think that the peoplte should .piy, all kinds 
of coSts witlfollt .Udmplaint. He' hoped 
the,|>!li would t ” 
reading.

Mr. RICHARDSON and Mr. 
spoke to the same effect, the latter gentle
man having the floor at six o’clock.

Ths House rose at six o’clock,
After Steve’-.

frivatR feiiM
Thp tcllowing tills were advanced a 

Stage: — . ...
Respecting certain property in the Town 

of Peterboro’.—Mr. Scott.
Respecting the Belleville and No: th 

Hastings Railway Co.—Mr. Bril...
To incorporate the Industrial Exhibition 

Association nf Ontario. —Mr. Bell.
Relating to the incorporation of the Town 

of Tiverton.—Mr. Widdifisld.
To provide for the division of the Town

ship of Colchester.—Mr. Wigle.
To ex tend the powers of the Hand-in

Hand Mutual Tire Insurance Co.—Mr. 
Harcourt.

To legalize certain by-laWs of the Cor
poration of the County of Kent, and the 
debentures issued thereunder in aid of the 
Erie and Huron Railway Co.—Mr. Mc
Craney.

To amend the Arts incorporating the 
Consumers’ Gas Company of Toronto, and 
Acte amending the 6am'e.—Mt. Bethune. 
OTTAWA STREET RAILWAY CO Mi 

FaNT.
’:'rt the order for the second reading of 

the Ottawa City Passenger Railway Com
pany,

Mr. BETHUNE, in the absence of Mr. 
O’Donoghue, the promoter of the bill, mov
ed that the order an discharged.

The SPEAKER said that, having regard 
to the well settled practice of this House 
of allowing motions and orders to stand 
upon the routine paper from day to day, it 
Would not be fair to Suddenly and abruptly 
adopt a new rule, and allow orders to be 
■struck out iii 'this wav. At Ottawa they 
had adopted the practice of striking out 
notices if not moved in their proper turn, 
and this is nd doiibt 4 most satisfactory 
practice.. The Speaker recommended that 
the ‘islial notice of motion be given.

DIVISION COURTS.
The debate on the second reading of the 

bill to amend the Division Courts Act was 
resumed.

Mr. CODE was in favour of the bill re
ceiving a second ffcaRfig.

Mr. LONG took the me view. The 
bill, lie feid, could be discussed in Com
mittee of the Whole. The majority of the 
people of the Province demanded the relief 
offered by the measure.

Mr. MILLER avowed himself to be an 
advocate of the extension of the jurisdic
tion of these courts. He thought the 
wishes of tlio people should be regarded 
more than the opinions of the Countv 
Court Judges. He Was not. however, pre
pared to accept the bill, as it did not go 
far euough. He considered that the exten- 
eiou should reach $409, and in matters of 
aehoUbtj $1,000. lie would, therefore, 
Vote for the motion Of the Attorn“-v-Uon- 
era!. J

Mfi UREIGH-&& said that last session 
thv? Attorney-General promised to take up 
this matter this session, and now he asked 
for further delay. The Attornev-General. 
instead of asking the opinion of’the Board 
of Trade and commercial men on this sub
ject, invited the opinion of the very class 
of men who were opposed to the extension 
of the Division Court jurisdiction, viz, 
the lawyers. He supported the second 
reading.

After some remarks from Messrs. Massie 
and Ferris,

Mr. MEREDITH contended that the 
Attorney-General should not have left the 
matter until the latter part of the session 
before the opinion of the judges were ob-

— tamed. Now, they all knew that these - 
reforms had been asked for by the commer
cial men of the Province, and if for no 
other reason he would vote against the 
amendment of ths Attorney-General. (

from Seaforth, for instance, n^tead of 
charging a lower rate for a shorter distance. 
He thought the railways under the control 
of this House should be compelled to do 
justice to the general public, which at the 
present time was not done with regard to 
the jmposition of rates for passengers and 
freight.

Mr. CURRIE said he thought the Gov
ernment should pass an order-in-Council to 
the effect that railway companies should 
not be permitted to charge more than three 
cents per mile for passengers. He knew 
that on the Welland railway as high as 
four and five cents per mile was charged 
to passengers.

Mr. BETHUNE doubted very much 
whether this Legislature had jurisdiction 
to deal with this question, because it relat
ed to the trade and commerce of the coun
try, and consequently he thought the Do
minion Government only nad the power to 
deal with it.

Mr. MOWAT was not prepared to ac
cept the arguments of the last speaker, be
cause, if the Legislature had no right to 

'r* f VfVCnzi vwyw .w ■ —,'“1r---‘1. -j- - _ i__
deal with the tolls on railways, it would 
not have power to deal with a great many 
other matters, and the rights of the Legis- 
latucq. were curtailed to a much greater ex
tent than anybody imagined or desired.

The motion was carried.
CENTRAL PRISON.

Mr, O’DONOGHUE moved for a select 
committee to enquire into the mode of pun
ishing prisoners in the Central Prison, with 
power to send for persons and papers, to be 
composed as follows :—Messieurs Coutts, 
Creighton, Grant, O’Donoghue, O’Sullivan, 
Paxton and Wood.

Mr. WOOD said .all the information 
asked for ip tne resolution was already in 
the hands of the House, and he thought it 
was decidedly unfair to call for an investi
gation into the affairs of the Prison at this 
late period of the session.

Mr. O’DONOGHUE said he was prepar
ed to prove that there was something radi
cally wrong in the management of the 
Central Prison. (Hear, hear.)

'The motion was declared lost. 
LICENSE ACCOUNT OF CARDWELL. 
. Mr. FLESHER moved for an order of 
the House fora return showing the bank in 
which the accounts of the Board of License 
Commissioners for the Electoral District of 
Cardwell was kept during 1878 ; the sev
eral amounts deposited during said year to 
the credit of said account, and the dates 
of such deposits ; the several amounts 
withdrawn during said year from such ac
count, ana the dates of such withdrawal. 
The return also to show the amount ex
pended in such Electoral District during 
i#7d fol the, payn'ieiit of detectives or other 
persons employed to secure enforcement of 
the LiceiisQ, La.w, <?r to secure conviction 
for .its infringement, said return to give in 
detail the, amounts so paid, and the par
ties to whom paid.

The motion was passed.
DIVISION COURTS ACT.

. Mr. CURRIE moved the second reading 
of his bill to amend, the Division Courts 
Act. In moving the resolution, he pointed 
out the injustice of preventing parties to 
sue in the Division .Courts for sums over

100 ihsteid o7 the Cqunty,Courts. When 
I u9tc? &T Instance, was fifty cents over 
$100, it would have to be sued in the Coun
ty Court, where the expenses for the extra 
fifty cents would be about $60, while the 
cost in the Division Court for the $100, in 
case of a 'defence being entered, only 
amounted to about four dollars. He 
thought it would be in the interest of suit
ors to give extended powers to the Division 
Courts.

Mr. MOWAT regretted that the opinion 
of the judges was not in the hands of mem
bers. He hoped that thia bill would be al
lowed to stand over till more light could 
be thrown upon the matter, lie accord
ingly moved an amendment to allow the 
matter to lie over until the country had an 
opportunity of learning the views of the 
judges upon the question, some of whom he 
might say agreed with the pi-ovitiohs of the 
biil whilepthm.UpptsM

Mr. M.ERRIC.R opposed the amendment 
Sh the ground that legislation in this di
rection was necessary ; and he felt certain 
the members from the rural districts would 
agree with him in his desire to give greater 
powers to the Division Courts,. No doubt 
the legal gentlemen ;fn the House favoured 
carrying at much.pusiness as possible to the 
cbuiity towns. He held 1 hit last year the 
Attorney-General himself expressed himself 
in favour of the bill, but now he seemed de
sirous of preventing its flassage.



Mr. CALVIN tried to convince the gen* 
tlemen of the long robe that it would be 
to their interest to enlarge the jurisdiction 
of the Division Court; and if he could 
convince them that they would make as 
much fees by such enlargement, he hoped 

-they would vote for the bill. lie had ob
served that when a measure Was introduced 
into the House against the interests of the 
lawyers they all, as a rule, voted against it. 
His constituents wanted such a measure, 
and he hoped the Government would allow 
the bill a second reading.

Mr. BETHUNE said if the jurisdiction 
of the Division Court were enlarged the 
County Court might as well be abolished 
altogether ; and he then proceeded to con
tend that instead of reducing the costs 
they would be increased in consequence af 
the system of action which might be 
adopted by litigants. If thy matter were 
touched at all, all the courts would have to 
be remodeled. For his own part he did 
not think the time had arrived when it 
would be advisable to enlarge the powers 
of the Division Courts.

Mr. LAUDER had observed that the 
lay members of the House had taken a 
great interest in the debate, but it should 
be remembered that every time the ques
tion was brought up in the House it had 
been introduced by a lawyer. Now the 
Attorney-General had plenty of time since 
last session to consider the question and he 
should have done so ; but instead of doing 
so he wished to let the question lie over in 
order to get the opinions of the County 
Court Judges adverse to the bill printed 
and distributed among the public. He 
contended that a large number of support
ers of the Government had changed their 
position relative to this bill since last 
session. For his own part he was in favour 
of the bill and had never been opposed to 
it; and he trusted hon. members would 
vote for it. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. CURRIE said he had no intention 
of abolishing the County Court, but he 
only desired to curtail its jurisdiction with 
regard to a certain class of cases. He had

kept the bill back from time to time at 
the instance of the Attorney-General in 
hopes that the Government weuldtake.it 
up and make it their own measure, and 
failing this, and being urged by gentlemen 
from all quarters of the House he finally 
brought down his bill, and he trusted it 
would be allowed a second reading, ahd 
they might mark his words; that the inch 
who ' Voted agaifist that' bill that night 

■ivouK. be marked by the people at the next 
elections. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. PAXTON was sorry that he could 
net support the amendment proposed by 
the Attorney-General. He had been in 
favour of an increased jurisdiction of .the 
Division Courts and the people of the 
country were in favour of such a measure. 
He thought the Attorney-General should 
allow the bill a second reading, and he 
could tell the honourable gentleman that 
if it were voted down the day was hot far 
distant when the people would insist upon 
having the measure now asked for.

Mr. SCOTT was not in faVotir bf en
larging the jurisdiction of the Division 
Courts unless the right of appeal to a 
superior Court were accorded to litigants, 
and under these circumstances he believed 
the lawyers’fees would be greatly increased, 
because whenever there was a dispute of 
serious nature the case would be certainly 
appealed. And after reviewing the bill at 
considerable length, the hon. gentleman 
said he felt it to be his duty to vote against 
the amendment proposed by the Attorney- 
General. (Hear, hear.) That hon. gentle
man and his colleagues had had plenty of 
time to get the fullest opinion of the 
country upon this question before the 
present time, but it wit evident the ' 
Goverhih'ehi wished to shunt the question 
until after the elections, (Hear, hear.)

Mr. DEACON had no hesitation in say
ing that he was opposed to an increase of 
the jurisdiction of the Division Courts. 
Why not instead att-ck the County 
Courts, and sweep out the relics of bar
barism yet found there ? He thought this 
would be better than making an effort to 
extend the jurisdiction of the Division 
Courts. He would vote for the amend
ment and also against the bill,

.A vote Was theh* takeu, and the amend
ment was carried ; yeas, 38 ; nays, 35.

t

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

THIRD LEGISLATPRE-FOURTH SESSION

Monday, March, 3. 
Morning; Session.

The Speaker took the chair at 11 o’olock, 
a.m.

AN EXPLANATION.
On the Orders of the day being called, 

Mr. Deacon rose to correct a report which 
appeared in The Mail of the 1st inst., of 
his speech on the motion for the second 
reading of bill No. 92, “To extend the 
jurisdiction of the division courts,” where
in he was reported to have said, “ why 
not instead attack the County Courts and 
sweep out the relics of barbarism yet 
found there.” (Laughter.) He did not 
make such a remark ; but what he did say 
was : “ Hon. gentlemen supporting the 
bill had complained that the Division Court 
law contained provisions which were the 
relics of barbarism, and with the next 
breath they urged the extension of the jur
isdiction of these courts,thereby bringing a 
greater number of persons Within the pro
visions complained of; that if the chief 
reason for an extension of the jurisdiction 
was the eosts of suits in the County Courts, 
the proper bourse would be to attack those 
costs, and, if they are found to be exces
sive, to reduce them.”

MR. McCRAE.
By consent of both sides of the House 

Mr. McCrae was allowed his full sessional 
allowance, he having been called away on 
important private business.

The following bills were read a third 
time and passed I—

Respecting the water Works of the city 
of Ottawa.—Mr. O'Donoghue.

Bor the relief of the Barton and Gland
ford Road Company.—Mr. Williams.

PRIVATE BILLS.
The House went into Committee of the 

Whole on Private bills. Mr. Clarke (Wei 
lington) in the chair.

The following bills were advanced a stage 
and reported :—

To incorporate the aity of Guelph.—Mr. 
Massie.

Respecting the Water works for the 
Town of Guelph.—Mr. Massie.

To legal ze certain by-laws respecting aid 
to the Erie and Huron Railway Cotnpany.

I —Mr. McCraney.
second Headings.

The followi^ bills were read a second 
time:— . . ,

Concerning the London Junction Railway 
Company.—Mr. Sinclair.

To amend an act to authorize the church
wardens of St. James’ Church, Toronto, to 
issue debentures.—Mr. Bell.

LICENCES IN MIDDLESEX.
Mr. TOOLEY moved for an order of the 

House for a return shewing all moneys col
lected in the North Riding of Middlesex 
for tavern and shop licences for and during 
the years 1876, 1877, and 1878, and from 
what township collected ; the amounts paid 
the Commissioners for and during the same 
years; also, amounts paid Inspectors for 
such years ; the amount of fines imposed 
and collected during such years, and to 
whom paid ; also the amount returned to 
the several townships during such years.

The motion was carried.
THE VOTERS’ LIST ACT.

Mr. HARKIN moved for an order of the 
House for a return shewing the expense 
caused to or entailed upon every munici
pality in Ontario by the Courts held under 
the Voters’ Lists Finality Act of 1878.

Mr. FRASER said it was impossible to 
get the information sought this session, as 
it was outside the House, and must be col
lected. He suggested that the motion be 
amended by striking out the words “ by 
the Courts held, ” and make the return to 
cover the year 1877 instead of 1878.

The motion as amended passed. 
DIVISION COVETS.

Mr. GRANT moved for an order of the 
House for a return of all correspondence in 
reference to the holding of Division Courts 
in the Township of Lancaster, County of 
Glengarry.

Mr. BETHUNE thought that the 
— County Judges should have power to hold 

the Courts in the town hall,
The matter was allowed to stand over. 

PUBLIC BILLS AND ORDERS.
The House went into Committee on pub

lic biDB and orders.

Ths following bills passed i—
Bill rfepebting investment of trust fUfids; 

—Mr. Meredith.
To amend the Agriculture and Arts Act. 

—Mr. VVatterworth.
Mr. CREIGHTON, ill reference to the 

bill to prevent the Spreading of black knot " 
on plum trees, peach trees, etc., said that 
it had suffered a good deal at the hands of 
the Committee. The clause relative to the 
disease on peach trees had been struck out 
altogether.

Mr. BISHOP regretted that the House 
made itself ridiculous by dealing with fool
ish bills Of this kind. (Laughter.) You 
might as well pass a bill to prevent potato 
bugs crossing Lake Huron—(laughter)—as 
to pass a law to suppress the black knot on 
plum trees.

Mr. ROSEVEAR said this was a per
sonal matter and every farmer was inter
ested in protecting their orchards. You 
might as well try to carry out the Thistle 
Act as to legislate against the black knot.

Mr. ROSS was not prepared to set up 
his opinion against those who had studied 
this matter;

Mr. HUNTER thought the House should 
not treat the matter so lightly, because it 
was in his opinion a serious matter, the 
importance of which had been urged by the 
Fruit Growers’ Association.

Mr. DEACON said the bill was a harm
less one, and did not propose to affect the 
wild plum trees found growing in large 
quantities on many farms, but only those 
plum trees which have been planted in the 
garden ; and the utmost amount of the fine 
which a magistrate could impose upon a 
party who neglected to cut out the black 
knot was $5;

Mr. FRASER suggested that the bill 
ought to be applied to owners of land in
stead of to the tenants or occupants.

Mr. CREIGHTON said lie had intro
duced the bill last session in order that it 
might be printed and placed in the hands 
of members. He had done so at the re
quest of the Fruit Growers’ Association, 
and consequently he hoped it would obtain 
the sanction of the house.

The bill, as slightly amended, finally 
passed, and the committee rose and report
ed.

PETITIONS.
Mr. FRASER presented a petition from 

the ratepayers of Lindsay, praying that 
separate school trustee elections be not held 
the same day as the municipal elections.

The House adjourned at one o’clock.
Afternoon Session.

The Speaker took the chair at 3 p.m. 
THIRD READINGS.

The bill respecting the Hand-in-Hand 
Mutual Fire Insurance Go. (Mr. Harcourt) 
was read the third time and passed. 
THE CONSUMERS’ GAS COMPANY.

The House went into Committee on the 
bill to amend the Acts incorporating the 
Consumers’ Gas Company of Toronto.

Mr. BETHUNE said that the only ob
jection to the bill was the clause em
powering the setting aside of a rest. It 
was contended that the charter required 
that all profits gained after paying a cer
tain dividend, should go towards the 
cheapening of gas to the consumers, but 
he argued thot the charter made no such 
provision. The public were protected by 
the fact that the company had no mono
poly, as there was nothing to prevent 
other companies being incorporated under 
the general Act.

On the seventh section, having reference 
to the reserve,

Mr. MILLER moved that the clause be 
struck out. He argued that the city of 
Toronto granted the company a valuable 
franchise on the understanding that after 
paying their stockholders a certain divi
dend, all extra profits should go to the 
benefit of the consumers. If the com
pany wanted to create a rest, 
they could put by two per cent, 
of their dividend, whioh would 
leave them eight per cent, on their invest
ment. He contended that the original 
contract between the citizens and the Com
pany should not be broken, for if it was 
broken in one respect it might just as well 
be violated in other respect®, and the Com
pany allowed to charge what they liked, 
and take whatever dividend they could 
make.

Mr. BELL believed that the Company 
had no right to make a rest of the kind. 
If they had this right, why press the Legis
lature to give them power to set aside a 
certain rest. The Company, he claimed, 
had already received 8215,000 during the 
past few years to meet what they termed 
depreciation of property. He intended to 
suDDort the amendment.

weuldtake.it


a
Mr. FRASER said he had opposed this 

section in the Private Bills Committee. _ If 
the Company had the power to, set aside 
this contingent fund the legislation was not 
needed, and, if they had not the power, _ 
it would not be right to give them in this _ 
way what was not in the charter, namely, 
a larger percentage in an indirect way. He 
quoted from the petition of the Company 
againBt the incorporation of the People’s 
Gas Company, showing that they them
selves contended that any greater profit 
than ten per cent, was to be ap
plied to the reduction in the price of 
gas. It was now said, in ex
cuse for seeking this legislation, that 
the company had a right to accumulate a 
reserve, but not to invest it. If this were 
the real reason, he would suggest that the 
legislation should only take effect after the 
Court of Appeal had decided that the com
pany had the power under their charter to 
make a reserve. He would not in any case 
give the company the unreserved right of 

f Continued on Fourth Page J
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inv;estmgAtneJr i'e't,ie'’ppc3:ng they had 
power !lo accumulate it.

Mr. BETHUNE having replied at length, 
Mr. MEREDITH suggested that if the 

oompany had the right to accumulate a rest) 
they should be allowed to invest it in any 
way.

Mr. MoVVaT said the refusal to pass this 
legislation could not be am interference with 
private rights, as it would simply leave the 
company in the position given them By the 
charter. If it was Only pow’er tq^,inv.eab 
meat the boffipiny werg.askin^, they cculd 
leave thpjr^funds At theib ■ Bankers, and 
;wbuld get <!vb per cent, interest. In a 
former petition to the Legislature, the com
pany gave as a reason for asking ten per 
cent, of a dividend, that it was on account 
of the extra risk they incurred, and yet 
they now proposed to remove this risk 
while retaining the ten per cent, dividend. 
He did not think the House should agree 
to the demand of the company,

Mr. MORRIS skid that the City Cotincil, 
who represented the citif-enS, had not come 
to the Same conclusion aS the promoters of 

I the bill. The true course to take was to 
i leave the parties to their original rights. If 
1 the Company had the power they claimed 

they had, they would not ask for further 
legislation to confirm this power.

Mr. SCOTT thought that Any, beveftal of 
the decision of the Private Bills Com
mittee should be made with' tepitlotl,: the 
bill hayings bbed. tlioib^hlyjijspussed by 
that (Upt^igitthe; Jhe .clause under 
consideration was it he ■ result of a 
compromise of conflicting views held 
in that -Committee. He thought the 
'proposition made in the seventh clause was 
a very reasonable one, surrounded as it was 
by efficient precautions.

Mr. MEREDITH said he thought the 
suggestions he had made would meet the 
exigencies of the case. On the other hand, 
he considered that the suggestion Of the 
Commissioner of Public Works Would do 
an injustice to the Company. If the Com
pany had a legal right to accumulate a 
rest, why not permit them, fo invest it after 
paying their dividend^ * He concluded by 
inoyiii^ 'ih ahiendhient embodying his sug
gestion. . .*-»

After some further remarks from Mr. 
Fraser,

Mr. LAUDER said he supported the 
compromise agreed to by the Private Bills 
Committee. He thought it in the interests 
of the Consumers that the Company should 
be protected against accident by a reserve, 
provided they did not raise the price Of 
gae.. , . .. u .. .

After koffie further jdiscussion,
Mu. Miller's amendment was carried, and 

the clause was struck out.
.The Committee rose and -; d

bill with certain ar„uameiltFi 
MOTIONS.

Mr. PAXTON moved far a.retiirn Show
ing all Correspondence, and affidavits filed 
iti the CroWti LAnds Department ill refer
ence to E. Lepard’s application to purchase 
the south half of lob, Np; 14, in the. 12th 
concess^op. of the Township, of Mara. 
Also, a.l rulings of. the Commissioner of 
Crown, Lands respecting the sale and issue 
of the patent for said land,. - Carried.

M^. GRANT ifi'CVeX Ion a return of all 
Correspondence between the Government 
and the Council of the Township of Lan
caster, ip reference th a- road between the 
Township and the Prevmhh ihr.eliec.

Court of Appeal
;ne poi

make a reserve.

I Mr. WILSON moved for a return stat
ing in detail the name and cost of convey
ing each lunatic to the different Asylums J 
prisoners to the Penitentiary, Kingston;, 
and boys to the Reformatory, fob the years

- 1874, 1875, 18761-1877 and 1878. 
SECOND READINGS.

The following bills were read a second 
time

To amend 
Creighton.

To amend 
lloss.

To amend
Miller. , ,

To amend the Municipal Drainage Act.
—Mt. Coiitts.

To amend the Municipal Act.—Mr. 
Ferris.

To amend the Free Grants and Home
steads Act.—Mr. Miller. t

To amend the Municipal Aet.-^Mr. Mc
Craney. -i

The House then fese At sit: 0 clock.
After Recct*.

The Speaker todk the ch'Air At 7. fid.
Government 'orders.

Mr. MOWAT moved /that for the 
mainder of the session Government orders 
have precedence over other business.

The motion was carried.
Mr. MOWAT moved the House into 

committee on Government orders—Mr. 
Clarke in the chair.

The following bills were passed
Bill respecting payments under the 

Municipal Loan Fund scheme where In
dians are interested.

Bill for the further investment Of pub
lic moneys in municipal drainage deben
tures.

Bill respecting steam and heating com
panies. , .

Th'e Committee rose and reported the 
bills • •

SECOND READINGS.
Mr FRASER moved the second reading 

of the bill to make further provisions re
specting voters’ lists. In explaining the 
provisions of the* bill, he said he did not 
intend that it should come into force this 
vear, because the voters’ lists had already 
been made out.

After suggestions as to amendment by 
Messrs. Scott, Meredith and Robinson, 
the bill was read a second time.

Mr. WOOD moved the second readiog 
of the bill to provide for the inspection of 
insurance companies..

Mr. LAUDER thought something should 
be done to give the Dominion Government 
full control over the insurance companies. 
He thought it was a mistake to make a 
division of jurisdiction in the inspection 
of insurance. The Ontario Govern
ment was only increasing the burdens of 
the people of Ontario by establishing 
an insurance bureau. Surely a certificate 
from an able officer like Professor Cherri- 
man would be better for local companies 
than from any inspector whom the Ontario 
Government could appoint at a salary of 
§2,000 a year, and he would remind'thc 
House that the people Who insured their 
property had to pay the expenses of this 
bureau.

Mr, MILLER, while holding that the 
bill was necessary contended that the 
Ontario Government should have control 
of the insurance companies doing business 
in the Province, instead of the jurisdiction 
of inspection being divided with the Do
minion Government.

Mr. WOOD said that the bill had been 
called for by the insurance companies 
themselves.

Mr. MEREDITH—Is it not in fact to 
provide a post for an officer at a salary of ' 
§2,000 a year ’

Mr. WOOD denied that such was the 
case, but of course an officer would have to 
be appointed. (Hear, hear.)

The bill then passed.
Mr. MOWAT moved the second reading 

of his bill to make further provisions re
specting elections to the Legislative As
sembly. The Attorney-General pointed 
out at considerable length the principal ob
jects of the bill.

Mr. SCOTT said he was not entirely 
satisfied with the second section. It would 
be observed that it was stated in the bill 
that the Legislative Assembly should con-

the

the

the

Assessment Act,—Mr.

caster, ip reference tA a 
Township and the Prr 
Carji-sds <

Municipal

Municipal

Act,—Mr.

re-

a certain period. He thought that 
the law which provided that the 
people should be appealed to 
to eiect a Parliament every four years 
should be carried out ; but if the bill pro
posed became law, in some cases it might 
be nearly five years before such appeal ■ 
could be made. The bill, however, might 
be amended in committee.

Mr. SINCLAIR suggested that some
thing should be done to enable a candidate 
adjudged guilty of corrupt practices at 
Parliamentary elections to hold the office 
of reeve or warden, &c., or other munici
pal office.

Mr. CREIGHTON held a different opin
ion to that expressed by the last speaker ; 
and he reminded the House that they had 
a precedent for “ whitewashing,” and the 
Government could apply the same rule 
again in ease of necessity. He objected to 
the 10th clause, which provided to hand 

\pver the village of Blythe to an adjoining 
1-iding, clearly for the purpose of assisting a 
member of that House in his next election. 
The village should be added to West Hu
ron, but such was not the case ; and he 
also objected to the clause in the bill plac
ing numbers on the ballot papers, by which 
votes might be traced, because the voting 
should be strictly secret.

Mr. MEREDITH held that the B. N. A. 
Act had already provided that the life of 
the Legislature of Ontario should com
mence from the date of the return of the 
writ for Algoma, and he saw no reason 
why the Attorney-General should have in
corporated that in his bill, but it was evi
dent that his mind had undergone a great 

■ change on that point. He pointed out that 
as there was no particular party principle 
affirmed in it, the bill should be framed in 
all itB provisions to guide the course of 
succeeding Governments, and when the bill 
was taken up in Committee it might be 
amended in its weak points. Alluding to 
the suggestions made by the hon. member 
for North Bruce, he hoped the Government 
would never again resort to “whitewash
ing ” those found guilty of corrupt prac
tices at elections. He agreed with his hon. 
friend (Mr, Creighton) that the greatest

tnat tne Legislative Assembly should con
tinue for four years from the day for the 
return of the writ for Algoma, but no time 
was stated when the writ for Algoma 

< ■ should be issued. He contended that in case 
something should happen 
vent the issuance of 
for Algoma the whole 
Province

possible care should be taken to make the 
voting pbf'bctly sfebret, ,, ...

Mr. MOWAT said thatRh would be Wilk- 
jug, to-consider any fedggections which 
niight he made to improve the bill whe>» 
the House went into mitteo of the 
whole io consider it.

Mr. WHITE thought the Agfa of the 
Legislature should OOUlnieneU ffoifi 6 Bef- 
tain day for four yeirS irrespective of the 
Oleeiioh ill Algoma and Muskoka ; and he 

. did not think that his friends from Algoma 
and Muskoka should have greater . privi
leges than gentlemen froih other her tides of 
thaPfoylficb. ,, , ..

The bill was fiiiliy read a second time.
' ” SUPPLY.
Mr. WOOD moved that the report of the 

Committee of Supply be received, which 
was carried.

At the suggestion of Mr. Meredith a 
large number of the items were allowed to 
stand Over for further consideration before 
concurrence was agreed to.

When the 65th resolution wasreaehed,
Mr. MILLER thought the original reso

lutions in the estimates should be placed in 
the hands. Of members in order to allow 
them to follow the items. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. MORRIS held that the proper 
method, and followed in the other House— 
was that the original resolutions should be 
placedin the hands of the members aS Well 
proof sheets of the ifcenis produced frtr con- 
OUffehee ; But in this present case only a 
few printed slips had Been put in the 
hinds of hon.. mqmlers. , Now.jthiB was 
decidedly improper a*d inconvenient, and 
fit! better method ought to be adopted. 
(Hear, hear.)

Several members having spoken to the 
same effect,

Mr. WOOD said the membersshonld fol
low the items in the estimates.

Mr. BELL said it was impossible to do 
so. The Clerk had read the 50th resolu
tion before he could find cut from the esti
mates really where they were. (Laughter.)

Mr. WOO® promised to have a few ad
ditional slips of the report printed for the 
Use of members-.

After a few reiharks from Mr. Ross an
other item was cbmhirred, in,_ after which 
the Hohse adjourned at 10.55.

to 
the

of

pre- 
writ 
the

would be disfranchised for



(! NOTI^R-Qi' MOWS'.
” Mt. Bell given notice that he will move 
lor a return showing the number and 
names of guards and other officials dis- 

. charged from the Central Prison sinoe it 
was opened ; the offence for which they 
were dismissed ; the names of those who 
were first dismissed and Werewere nrst dismissed and Were Afterwards 
either reinstated oi-triiieferrea to cither 
poBittohs iinder the Government ; the po
sitions to which they were so transferred • 
what sums were given by G-- — >
defray the exuen- . . -wernment to
am’ x’ of transferring them

-- »“e’r ffimifies ; how many of the guards 
or other officials have been lined • for what 
o tenses t what slims Such fines amount to l 
What has become Of the ffidfiey accruing 

pmd td aiBffiisked officials over and above 
their salaries, and wh^ siicfi moneii were 
s? pald; tliefeA the. number.o^.nignts the 
Warden of tne prison has been absent 
from Jus duties.; hy whose order or permis
sion, ,^nd hoiy qftep .without .leave having 
Deen Jirqt obtained fpr sn’eh sshteny’i.

Mr. DrOoHs—Un Tuesday next—An Act 
respecting the application of the Religious 
Institutions Act to the Church of. England

Mr. Scott-On .Wednesday a
■rntnrn.bjy^SdWr-he’tt 'sbfiwing all moneys 
fecei.'eu, tnu ifiom Whom, on acdount of 
fines and costs in respect of convictions 
^de5 the Temperance Act of 1864 in the 
West Biding of Peterborough during the 
year 1878 j also the expenses on convictions 
with thimnje; ftfid to fvfeofc paid, and the 
amobntn paid to Commissioners or to the 
inspectors in respect of services or expenses 
during such year.

Mr. Ferris —On Wednesday next—Fora 
return under specific headings of all sums 
or expenditures paid in the year 1878 which 
were not a charge oft the revenue in the 
year 1871.

_.were !
-r-r ,—,,nignts,the 1 

tne prison has been absent

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

THIRD LEGISLATURE—FOURTH SKSIM

Tuesday, March, 4.
Morning Session.

The Speaker took the chair at 11 a. m.
Prayers were read by the Rev. Mr. Ber- 

gen.
THIRD READINGS.

The following bills were read the third 
time and passed :—

Relating to the incorporation of the Town 
of Tiverton.—Mr. Widdifield.

To provide for the division of the Town
ship of Colchester.—Mr. Wigle,

To incorporate the City of Guelph. - Mr. 
Massie.

For the relief of the Barton and Gland
ford Road Company.—Mr. Williams.

Respecting water works for the Town of 
Guelph.—Mr. Massie.

To amend the Agriculture and Arts Act. 
—Mr. Watterworth.

Respecting payments under the Municipal 
Loan Fund scheme where Indians are in
terested.—Mr. Wood.

For the further investment of public 
moneys in municipal drainage debentures. 
—Mr. Wood.

Respecting steam and heating companies. 
—Mr. Mowat.

THE JURORS’ ACT.
The Act to amend the Jurors’ Act was 

considered in Committee of the Whole and 
received several amendments. Several 
clauses were allowed to stand.

The Committee rose, reported progress,' 
and asked leave to sit again.

The House adjourned till 3 p.m.
Afternoon Session.

Mr. Speaker took the chair at 3 p.m. 
THIRD READINGS.

The following bills were read a third 
time :—

To make certain provisions respecting 
the practice of the Courts.—The Attorney- 
General.

Respecting an agreement entered into 
between the City of Brantford and the 
Grand Trunk Railway Company.

To amend the Acts incorporating the 
Consumers’ Gas Company of Toronto, and 
Acts amending the same.—Mr. Bethune.

VOTERS’ LISTS.
The House went into Committee of the 

Whole ou the bill to make further provis
ions respecting voters’ lists.—Mr. Fraser.

Several verbal amendments were made 
at the instance of the’ promoter, and the 
bill was reported as amended.
INSPECTION OF INSURANCE COM

PANIES.
Mr. Wood’s bill to provide for the in

spection of insurance companies was passed 
through Committee of the Whole.

THE BOUNDARY QUESTION.
Mr. MOWAT moved the second read

ing of the bill respecting the northerly and 
westerly parts of Ontario, and explained 
that it was simply to confirm the award of 
the arbitrators. The boundaries, as fixed 
by this award, were the N.W. angle of the 
Lake of the Woods in one direction, and 
the Albany River and English River in the 
other direction. It was important to pass 
this measure, as until our boundaries were 
recognized bath by the Legislature and the 
Dominion there would always be incidental 
difficulties arising upon criminal trials in 
what might be called disputed territory, 
and thus lead to the defeat of justice. So 
thorough had the examination been of all 
the documents, etc., bearing upon the 
boundary question at Washington, Ottawa, 
London, Paris and Albany, that it was im
possible to get further light on the sub
ject. The important part of the 
information 
condensed 
pointed out the neeessjty of settling 
these new lands by those inured to the 
climate; not by emigrants who did not 
know much about the country. The latter, 
in his opinion, would do much better by 
settling in the older districts. After pay
ing a tribute to the high character of the 
arbitrators, he said that they bad given us 
a much Jess territory than old Upper Can
ada claimed as belonging to it. He cited 
cases to show that the British Ministers 
had claimed much more territory for us 
than we in fact received at the hands of j 
the arbitrators. He contended that the .

had been collected and 
into one volume. He

I

amount which this new territory cost us 
was a mere bagatelle compared with its 
value. About 816,000 had already been 
expended on the work, and altogether it 
will have cost us only about §20,000 ; and 
he trusted that Ontario would not consent 
to lose it under any consideration what
ever.

Mr. MORRIS followed, and said that he 
did not think there was any fear of the Do
minion Government refusing to stand by 
the award. He pointed out the vast char
acter of the newly acquired territory, and 
urged the necessity of exercising great care 
in organizing it for judicial purposes, in 
order that the lives and liberties of the 
settlers might be protected. He would 
suggest that the Thunder Bay district be 
promptly organized into a separate district 
for judicial purposes, which, in his opinion, 
was necessary, and he spoke from an in
timate knowledge of the character of the 
country.

Mr. CLARKE (Norfolk) followed, and 
pointed out the necessity of organizing the 
newly acquired district in proper districts 
for judicial purposes ; as had been very 
truly remarked by the hon. member for 
East Toronto, unless the Thunder Bay dis
trict were erected into a separate district 
for judicial purposes, much expense might 
be expected in the administration of jus
tice. He had heard of cases where crimi
nals had got off with a few months im
prisonment when they should have been 
sent to penitentiary in consequence of the 
difficulty of convicting them. But he 
might remark that he was not altogether 
satisfied with the bill because this House 
was bound to accept the terms of the 
award while the Dominion Government was 
at liberty to reject them.

Mr. SCOTT complimented the Attorney- 
General upon the attention which he had 
given to this difficult question ; but he re
gretted that steps had not been taken to 
compel the Dominion Government to stand 
by the award before the arbitrators pro
ceeded with their work.

Mr. MOWAT explained that he felt 
satisfied the present Dominion Government 
would feel itself in duty bound to carry 
out the agreement entered into by the pre
vious Government.

The bill was then read.
Mr. MOWAT moved the second reading 

of the bill to provide for the administration 
of justice in the northerly and westerly 
parts of Ontario.

The bill was read accordingly. 
The House rose at six o’clock. i 

After Kccess.
Tile Speaker took the chair at 7.30.

THE JURORS’ ACT.
Mr. HARDY moved the House into 

Committee of the Whole on his bill to 
amend the Jurors’ Act.

Mr. DEACON suggested the necessity of 
having the law take effect forthwith.

Other members suggested the advisability 
of making the number of grand jurors fif
teen instead of thirteen as stated on the 
bill.

Mr. HARDY • accepted the suggestions 
and promised to consider them. H-j 
moved to amend the bill striking out the 
woid “thirteen” and inserting “fifteen” 
instead.

The motion passed and the bill as 
amended passed.

The Committee rose and reported the 
bill as amended.

THE SCHOOL ACT.
Mr. CROOKS moved the House again 

into Committee of the Whole on the bill re
specting Public, Separate, and High 
Schools. Mr. Clarke (Wellington) in the 
chair.

Mr. CROOKS said he desired only to 
proceed with a couple of clauses, as he in
tended to bring down the bill reprinted 
with various amendments in accordance 
with some suggestions he. had already re
ceived. lie desired to ask the hon. member 
for Wes t Toron to to state whether he i ntendc d 
to press the amendment which lie had before 
the House when the bill was last under 
consideration, applying the ballot both to 
Public and Separate schools ; and also 
making the election of trustees concurrent 
with the municipal elections.

Mr. BELL said he had decided to press 
his resolution as presented in its original 
form. He desired to apply the ballot to 
Separate schools as well as to Public 
schools, and to take a vote on the proposi
tion at the same time ; and since the bill 
was last before the House a petition had 
been presented, signedby Roman Catholics 
of Toronto, representing property valued 
at over 8200,000 in support of the position 
he had assumed ; but he found that cer-



tain influences were at work to get signa
tures to a counter petition. From all lie 
had seen and heard since the bill was last 
under consideration he was still more in 
favour of pressing his motion.

Mr. ROSS did not desire to compel the _ 
Separate school supporters to elect their „ 
trustees by ballot ; and he would move in 
amendment to have the Public school 
trustees only elected by ballot and at the 
same time as the municipal elections. .

Mr. DEACON hoped the hon. member 
Would separate his motion as it contained 
two propositions. He for one would rather 
not have the school elections take place on 
the same day as the municipal elections, 
but he would not object to the ballot. He 
pointed out the danger of mixing up the 
school and municipal elections.

Mr. MORRIS also contended that the 
amendment proposed by the hou. gentle
man (Mr. Ross) should be divided into two 
motions. He feared that danger might 
arise by mixing up the school and munici
pal contests. He hoped, therefore, that 
the hon. member for West Huron woiikl 
divide Ids ■ amendment, in- order that a 

separate vote should be taken on each 
proposition, because some might be . in 
favour of the ballot and opposed to having 
the elections at the same time with the 
municipal elections.

Mr. GIBSON was opposed to both 
amendments. He thought they had gone 
quite far enough with the ballot. (Laugh
ter.) For his own part he was willing to 
allow the matter to stand as it was ; be
lieving it injudicious to alter the system of 
holding the election of school trustees.

Mr. BARR spoke in favour of the ballot 
being applied to both Public and Separate 
schools -, but lie was not in favour of hav
ing the election of school trustees and the 
municipal election at the same time.

Mr. BELL would have no objection to 
separate the motion, and to take a vote 
upon the question, “ ballot or no ballot 
but some feared that if the motion were 
separated the obbject aimed at would not 
be attained.

Mr. CURRIE strongly supported the 
proposition to apply the ballot to the 
trustees, as well as to having the election 
take place on the same day as the munici
pal elections. He had witnessed the bene
ficial effects of the ballot, and he hoped the 
amendment in the hands of the chairman 
would be adopted.
t Mr. GRANGE supported the proposition 
made by the hon. member for West To
ronto.

Mr. SINCLAIR said for his own part 
he preferred the amendment proposed by 
the hon. member for West Toronto to that 
proposed by his friend from West Huron ; 
and especially so as a very large petition 
had been presented by the Roman Catho
lics of Toronto in favour of the amendment 
proposed by the hon. member for West 
Toronto. For these reasons he would sup
port the amendment proposed by that hon. 
member

Mr. CLARKE (Norfolk) agreed for once 
with every word which had dropped from 
the last speaker; and he could not see 
why there should ba one law for the Pub
lic schools and another for the Separate 
schools, because they were both, in fact, 
public schools. He felt satisfied that the 
ballot 'would do good, and he would vote 
for the motion proposed by the hon. mem
ber for West Toronto. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. CALVIN was in favour of the ballot 
for both schools. He liked the ballot ; it 
was an improvement over the old system, 
and he thought the House ought to test its 
meritB. He was not quite so sure about 
the other proposition to hold the elections 
on the same day as the municipal elections ; 
but he had little fear that one election 
would poison the other.

Mr. WHITE was opposed to the propo
sitions made by both hon. members, and i 
especially so as it only applied to cities, 
towns and villages. He believed in uni
formity in legislation. He was not so sure 
about the ballot, but he was decidedly 

; opposed to have the election of school trus
tees take place at the same time as the 
municipal elections.

M r. COLE thought it was better to let 
well enough alone. He had heard no com- 
p aiats against the present system, and his 
experience taught him that generally the 
best men were selected as school trustees. 
(Hear, hear.)

Mr. DEACON, after reconsidering the 
matter, thsught it would be better after 

•all to leave the questitm ju the hands of the 
Minister of Education. He was in favour 
of allowing the matter to remain as it was, 
because he did not think any saving could 
be effected bv the change.

Mr. BELL' was surprised at the various 
and peculiar excuses made by honourable 
members ; some suggesting that there 
would be a difficulty at the elections in get- 
tin. the votes polled, but it was evident 
there was a power behind the screen which 
deterred hon. members giving expression 
to their real feelings. (Oh, oh ; order, or
der ) Well, perhaps he was out of order, 
but there was a transparency in the con
duct of hon. members, and if the ballot 
acted well for members of Parliament and 
municipal councillors, he saw no reason 
why the ballot would not work well at 
school elections.

Mr. O’DONOGHUE opposed the amend
ment proposed by the hon. member for 
West Toronto, because he, as a supporter 
of Separate schools, could tell the House 
that the ballot had not been asked for ; 
and the hon. member for West Toronto had 
proposed the amendment in order to please 
som e malcontents in Toronto.

Mr. HARCOURT was opposed to mak
ing any change in the system of school 
elections. Hon. members must have ob
served that there was too much desire to 
legislate for the whole Province by what 
was needed in Toronto. There were, how
ever, other places whose interests ought to 
be considered as well as those of Toronto. 
He contended that hon. members who op
posed the amendment-were not influenced 
by any power behind the screen. For his 
own part he would oppose any change in 
the law. (“ Question, question.”)

Mr. CROOKS made explanations rela
tive to some changes which he intended to 
make in the school law, and he contended 
that the country had not asked for the 
changes proposed in either amendment, and 
tor tnat ree.son he was opposed to both 
amendments proposed by the hon. member 
for West Toronto and West Huron. It 
was clear that both hon. members had 
taken advantage of the submission of his 
bill to make propositions which would take 
the country by surprise. As he had said 
upon another occasion the gentlemen elect
ed to the School Boards were the best nien 
that could be chosen for the peculiar duties 
they were required to discharge ; and 
under these circumstances he thought the 
law ought to be allowed to remain as it 
was so far as the elections were concerned. 
A check upon the expenditure, however, 
had been provided fcr in the 25th section, 
which gave the municipal councils power to 
limit expenditure.

The amendment to the amendment (pro
posed by Mr. Ross) was then put and lost, 
Mr. Ross alone voting for it.

M r. Bell’s amendment was then put and 
lost by a large majority—only thirteen 
voting for it.

The sixth clause was then put and 
carried.

Mr. CROOKS moved that the committee 
rise and report progress and ask leave to 
sit again, as he intended to have the bill re
printed with certain amendments.

Mr. BELL desired to say that he in
tended to divide the House upon the 
amendment just rejected at the proper 
time, in order to have . the yeas and nays 
recorded.

The committee then rose and reported. 
LAW OF DOWER.

Mr. MOWAT asked leave to introduce a 
bill relative to the low of dower. The bill 
was read a first time.

ENQUIRIES.
Mr. McCRANEY enquired whether it is 

the intention of the Government to sell the 
whole or any portion of what is known as 
the Rondeau Point, on Lake Erie, and upon 
what terms ; and whether they will lease 
the same or any part thereof for any pur
pose whatever, for what time and upon 
what terms.

Mr. FRASER replied in the negative. 
SEPARATE SCHOOL RETURNS.

Mr. BELL moved for an order of the 
House for a return, showing similar items 
for the year 1877 and 1878, to those given 
in table “A” of the return recently brought 
down in connection with the Separate 
Schools, in obedience to an order of the 
House of the 31st January, 1879, and that 
said return be brought down within two 
days.

Mr. CROOKS said if the mover desired 
to get the return simply in the public in
terest he had no objection to it ; but he 
had an objection to the last clause relative 
to bringing down the return within two 
days, as such a request was unprecedented.

Mr. BELL said he w.--s acting simply in 
the public interest. He had discovered a 
discrepancy of about $4,000 in the ac
counts, but perhaps it might be explained 
satisfactorily’. He had no objection to 
strike out the last clause if it was un

precedented, but he did not think it was. 
Mr. CROOKS—Unless that is struck out

I must oppose the motion.
The motion was amended and passed ac

cordingly’.
SOURCES OF REVENUE.

J Mr. STRIKER moved fqr an order of _ 
the House for a return, showing the re
ceipts of the Province of Ontario from the 
various sources of revenue ; also, showing 
the expenditure of the Province on account 
of the various sources authorized by the 
various Supply bills, or Acts of this Legis
lature, from 1st July, 1867, to the 31st 
December, 1878.

The motion was carried.
A CLAIM.

Mr. COUTTS moved for an order of the 
House for copies of all correspondence be
tween the Department of Public Works and 
William Irving, in respect to arrears claim
ed for work done on Government drains in 
the Township of Raleigh.

Mr. ERASER said he sympathized with 
Mr. Irving, bu^ the Government never had 
a contract with that gentleman. The con
tract was with Mr. Elliott, and if he failed 
togjyMr. Irving as sub-contractor it; was 
not the fault of the Government. He sug
gested an amendment of the motion to in
clude “all papers ” as well as correspond
ence.

The motion as amended passed. 
PRIVATE BILLS.

The House went into Committee of the 
Whole, and passed the following bills : — 

Respecting the public biuying ground in 
the Town of Guelph.—Mr. Massie.

To amend an Act to authorize the church
wardens of St. James’ church, Toronto, to 
issue debentures.—Mr. Bell.

The Committee rose and reported the 
bills.

ORDERS DISCHARGED.
The following orders of the day were 

discharged :—
Bill to amend the Revised Statutes re

specting Ditching Water Courses.—Mr. 
McCraney.

Bill to incorporate the Snowdon Iron 
Mining and Blast Furnace Company.—Mr. 
Williams. -

SECOND READINGS.
The following bills were read a second 

time :—
To incorporate the Snowdon Branch rail

way.—Mr. Paxton.
To further amend the Acts incorporating 

the Hamilton Gas Light Company.—Mr. 
Williams.

Respecting the re-consolidation and 
future limitation of the debenture debt of 
the City of Toronto, and for other pur
poses.—Mr. Morris.

To incorporate the Lake Scugog Marsh 
Lauds Draining Company. —Mr. Paxton.

The House then adjourned, at eleven 
o’clock.

LICENSE FUNDS IN MIDDLESEX.
T he name of Mr. Tooley inadvertently 

appeared yesterday as the mover for a re
turn with regard to license funds in the 
North Riding of Middlesex; Mr. Mc
Dougall being the mover of the resolution.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
Mr. Paxton—On Wednesday next—Order 

of the House for a return showing (1) all 
cases in the County Courts which stand for 
judgment in the County Courts of the Pro
vince ; (2) all cases in the County Courts 
which have been partially heard and stand 
adjourned for further evidence or argu
ment : (3) all caseB in the County Courts 
w’hich have been argued and been adjourn
ed for judgment in the year 1878.

Mr. Clarke (Norfolk)—On Wednesday 
next—Enquiry of Ministry—Whether it is 
the intention of the Government to intro
duce a bill this session respecting the pub
lic health ; and further, in view of the 
prevalence of epidemics of various kinds, 
of the fearful advances northward made 
last year by the yellow fever, which even 
the severity of the winter has failed to 
eradicate ; and also, in view of the pesti
lences of the black plague now spreading 
in Western Asia, Eastern Europe, and 
South America, if it is the intention of the 
Government to establish a Central Board 
of Health, clothed with power to enact by
laws relating to Provincial protection and 
safety in these respepts.

Mr. Striker—On Wednesday next—Ad
dress to the Lieutenant-Governor praying 
that he will cause to be laid before the 
House all correspondence between the 
Provincial and Dominion Governments re-



specting legislation in confirmation of the 
award of the arbitrators settling the north
erly and westerly boundaries of the Pro
vince.

Mr. Bishop—On Wednesday next—Order 
of the House for a return showing the ex
penditure in the various Departments and 
offices of the Government for expenses and 
contingencies for the years 1871 and 1878.

Mr. Parkhill-On Thursday next—En
quiry of Ministry if it is the intention of 
Government during the present year to ap
point any additional magistrates for the 
South Hiding of Simcoe, and if so, in what 
municipality.

Mr. Meredith—On Wednesday next— 
Order of the House for a return of copies 
of all correspondence between the Govern
ment or any of the Departments, or any of
ficer thereof, with Mr. Grace, formerly a 
License Commissioner for the South Rid
ing of Brant, relating to the working of 
the Temperance Act of 1874 in that riding, 
or his position as a License Commissioner, 
and his resignation thereof.

Mr. Meredith—On Wednesday next— 
Order of the House for a return showing 
all sums paid (giving dates) for the em
ployment of detectives in the County of 
llrant, under the provisions of the License 
Acts in the past three years.

Mr. Meredith—On Wednesday next— 
Enquiry of Ministry (1.) whether any legal 
proceedings have been taken against the 
Corporation of the township of Yonge for 
the recovery of any portion of the costs of 
enforcing the Temperance Act in that 
municipality. (2 ) Whether it is intended 
to prosecute the proceedings, if any, which 
have been taken against the said Corpora
tion, or whether the same have been, or 
are intended to be, abandoned.

Mr. Paxton— On Wednesday next—Order 
of the House for a return showing the 
amount of costs taxed in the Courts of 
Chancery during the years 1877 and 1878, 
distinguishing the costs in each case.

Mr. McMahon—On Thursday next— 
Order of the House for a return showing, 
as far as can be ascertained, the amouut re
ceived for building purposes by the several 
hospitals and charitable institutions of the 
Province, either from the Government of 
Ontario or from local sources.

Mr. McMahon—On Thursday next—En
quiry of Ministry, whether it is the inten
tion of the Government to place any sum 
in the Supplementary Estimates to aid in 
repairs or election of any of the hospitals 
or charitable institutions of the Province.

ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.

THIRD LEGISLATURE--FOUItTH SESSION

Wednesday, March, 5. 
Morning Sessl <n.

The Speaker took the chair at 11 » m.
Prayers were read by the Rev. H. D 

Powei s.
THIRD READINGS.

The following bills were read the third 
time and passed :—

To give mortgagees certain powers now ' 
commonly inserted in mortgages.—The At- 1 
torney-General.

To incorporate the Industrial Exhibition 
Association of Toronto and the County of 
York.—Mr. Bell.

•To emend the Building Societies’ Act.— 
Mr. Bethune.

Respecting investment of Trust Funds. 
—Mr. Meredith.

To prevenMhe spreading of black knot 
on plum and cherry trees.—Mr. Creighton.

Mr. BISHOP moved the six months’ 
hoist to this bill, but the motion was lost 
on a division by 50 nays to 29 yeas.

Respecting steam and heating companies. 
—The Attorney-General.
,, R®sPecting the public burying ground in 
the Town of Guelph.-Mr. Massie.

To amend an Act to authorize the 
churchwardens of St. James’ church, To
ronto, to issue debentures.—Mr. Bell. 
INSPECTION OF INSURANCE COM- 

PANIES.
Mr, M OOD moved that this House will, 

to-morrow, go into Committee to consider 
the following resolution;—The salary of 
the Inspector of Insurance Companies shall 
not exceed two thousand dollars per an
num, and it shall be lawful to provide from 
time to time such assistance as may be 
found necessary; and towards defraying 
the expense of the office of the Inspector, a 

“ot exceeding three thousand dollars 
shall be annually contributed by the insur- 
•ance companies inspected by such Inspec
tor and consisting of all companies required 
to be licensed under the Ontario Insurance 
Act, aud also of all Mutual Insurance Com
panies ; and this sum shall be assessed pro 
rata upon the gross amount insured by 
each company during the preceding year, 
such sum to be paid upon the issue of the 
annual license, or at such other time as the 
Treasurer may direct, and the Treasurer’s 
certificate shall be conclusive as to the 
amount each or any company is to pay.

The motion passed.
THE BOUNDARY AWARD.

The House went into Committee of the 
Whole on the Bill respecting the northerly 
and westerly parts of Ontario (Mr. Mowat), 
and reported it without amendment.

CONCURRENCE.
On the motion for concurring in the item 

$3,350, as reported from the Committee of 
.Supply,

Mr. WHITE moved that the item be re
ferred baek to Committee of Supply with 
(instructions to strike out $800 salary of of
ficial secretary, and reduce the contingencies 
■from $950 to $500,

Mr. MOWAT admitted that the official 
^secretary was a student in a law office, but 
said he worked up to midnight in order to 
fulfil his official duties. He contended, 
■moreover, that the business of the Lieut.- 
Governor’s office could not be conducted 
efficiently without an official secretary. 
The effect of reducing the contingencies 
would be to throw the payment of the dif
ference on his Honour.

Mr. WILLS pointed out that the ex
penditure in the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
office had been increased by the present 
Government, and expressed a doubt as to 
any increase of business in connection with 
it since 1875. He objected to the contin
gencies being voted in lump sum, and 
handed over in the same way to his Hon
our’s secretary.

Mr. BETHUNE said that the amount 
involved was a mere bagatelle, and it was 
impolitic to have much discussion in regard 
to it. As a matter of taste, it wa3 inad
visable to press the reduction of the con
tingencies. With regard to the young 
gentleman who occupied the position of 
official secretary, he had served his time in 
his office, and he had conducted his official 

. correspondence after hours.
Mr. LAUDER alluded to the apologetic 

tone of the remarks of the hon. member 
.for Stormont, indicating that he was con
scious that he had a weak case. He (Mr. 

Lauder) reminded the Government that 
;the House was pledged to economy, and it 
■was proper to begin at the highest office. 
'The question was not one of taste at all, 
hut of right.
' Mr. BETHUNE said he had raised the 
objection to the reduction of the contingen
cies.

would certify, in giving the young gentle
man his articles, that he had not filled any 
other employment, when he had been a 
servant of the Province. He (Mr. Lauder) 
failed to understand what work the young 
gentleman could get late at night from 
Government House. As to the contingencies 
they had increased from $250 to $950 and the 
House had a right to insist upon the details 
being given before passing the item.

Mr. MEREDITH said no case had been 
made out for the appointment of the official 
secretary, aud if the House sanctioned the 
item, it would encourage the Government 
to make the office of the Lieut.-Governor a 
refuge for political friends, and then shelter 
themselves behind the plea that to obtain 
the appointments would be attacking his 
Honour as to the contingencies, they were 
fully under the control of the House and 
an explanation of the item should be in
sisted upon.

Mr. HARDY said that Sir John Mac
donald once set the precedent of giving 
Government employment to a law clerk.

Mr. MEREDITH.— Is this a good princi
ple to work upon.

Mr. HARDY said the case might be 
open to objection if the official secretary 
had served full hours in his law office. He 
had heard that it was a common thing at 
Ottawa for articled clerks to receive Gov
ernment work.

The House divided, and the amendment 
was lost on the following division

Ybas—Messrs. Baker, Barr, Bell, Boulter, Broder, 
Calvin, Code, Coutts, Creighton, Deacon, Flesher, 
Grange, Harkin, Kean, Lauder, Long, McDougall, 
McGowan, Meredith, Merrick, Monk, Morris, 
Mostyn, O’Sullivan, Parkhiil, Preston, Richard
son. Bosevear, Scott, Tooley, White, Wigle, Wil s. 
—38.

Nats—Messrs. Appleby, Ballantyne, Baxter, 
Bethune, Bishop, Bonfield, Chisholm, Clarke (Nor
folk), Clarke (Wellington), Cole, Crooks, Currie, j 
Deroche, Ferris, Finlayson, Fraser, Gibson, 
Graham, Grant, Harcourt, Hardy, Ilargraft, Hay, 
Hunter, Lane, Lyon (Algoma), Lyon (Halton), 
McCraney, McLaws, McLeod, McMahon, Massie, 
MaBter, Miller, Mowat, O’Donoghue, Pardee, Pat
terson, Paxton, Robinson, Ross, Sexton, Sinclair, 
Snetsinger, Springer, Striker, Watterworth, Wid- 
.difield, Williams, Wilson, Wood.—51.

The item was then concurred in.
The House adjourned till 3 p.m.

x Afternoon Session.
Mr. Speaker took the chair at 3 p. m. 

HURON AND ONTARIO SHIP CANAL.
Mr. WIDDIFIELD presented the report 

of the Select Committee on the Huron and 
Ontario Ship Canal. He stated that he 
had always been an advocate of the scheme, 
which had now been before the public for 
twenty-four years. He detailed the various 
surveys and reports that had been made in 
connection with the project, and said the 
conclusion arrived at was in favour of its 
practicability. He thought the canal 
would be of vast benefit to the Dominion, 
if it could be constructed at reasonable 
cost. It would be made the channel for 
carrying the products of the North-West 
to the markets of Europe. He referred to 
the rapid growth of Chicago and Mil
waukee immediately after they became 
ports for the grain shipments of 
the West, and if a portion of this 
trade could be induced to come via our 
canals, no doubt we might secure a portion 
of the carrying trade itself. Another ad
vantage to be gained from this work would 
be the opening up and development of our 
own North-West Territory, the grain-pro
ducing portion of which was alone equal to 
a district six times the size of Ohio. He 
believed that the canal might be service
able from a military point of view, in order 
to give communication between the lakes. 
He had found that a cargo for Liverpool, 
starting at Chicago and going via New 
York, would have to traverse 4,600 miles, 
whereas by the Ontario and Huron canal 
the distance would be only 3,736 miles. 
He gave other calculations to show 
the superiority of this route to 
the seaboard over other routes. Emi
nent engineers had pronounced in 
favour of the scheme, and it was only the 
cost of the old plan that had deterred 
capitalists. The application of the prin
ciple of hydraulic lift locks would, how
ever, reduce the originally estimated cost 
in a material degree. The company did 
not ask anything of the House except a 
small grant for the purpose of a survey 
and of demonstrating practically that the 
hydraulic apparatus be applied. He 
trusted that the House would sanction the 
printing of the evidence taken by the Com
mittee.



Mr. CALVIN’ contended that it was 
madness to talk about building costly 
canals in the present age of universal rail
ways.

Mr. MORRIS thought it the duty of the 
Government to take advantage of the 
magnificent water ways of the country. ■ 
He did not intend to follow the hon. mem
ber for North York is his argument, but he 
hoped that the request of the Committee 
as to the grant'might be passed. He 
thought the report might be received and 
referred to the Printing Committee.

Mr. DEROCHE thought there was a good 
deal more in this scheme than people gen
erally imagined. He would support the 
Government in making a grant for a pre
paratory survey.

The report was received.
THIRD READINGS.

The following bills were read the third 
time and passed :—

To incorporate the Brantford Street Rail- ' 
way Company.—Mr. Meredith.

i To give mortgagees certain powers now | 
i commonly inserted m, mortgages.- (he* 
! Attorney-General. .
! Respecting the Belleville and North
i Hastings Railway Company.—Mr. Bell..

To incorporate the Industrial Exhibition 
Association of Toronto and the County of 
York.—Mr. Bell.

CONCURRENCE.
On the motion for concurrence in the 

item in the report of the Committee of Sup
ply, of $2,800 for the clerk of the Execu
tive Council and deputy to the Attorney- 
General,

Mr. DEACON rose to move an amend
ment. He contended that it was very 
desirable, and indeed that the country 
demanded that the strictest economy should 
be observed in the payment of the salaries 
of officials ; and he held that the. salaries 
paid by the Government were entirely too 
large, and should be reduced. He, there
fore, moved in amendment, seconded by 
Mr. Scott, “ That the said resolution be not 
now concurred in, but be forthwith referred 
back to the Committee of Supply, with in
structions to reduce the item of $2,800 for 
the salary of the clerk of the Executive 
Council and deputy of the Attorney-General 
to $2,500.” In supportingthe motion he said 
that when this official was appointed in 1870 

I by Sandfield Macdonald’s Government his 
salary was only $1,600, but it had since 
been increased to $2,800, and this, in his 
opinion, was entirely too large, and should 
be reduced to $2,500. He hoped, there
fore that the amendment would carry.

Mr. MEREDITH rose to offer an amend
ment to the amendment just proposed by 
his hon. friend from Renfrew; and in doing 
so he said that, notwithstanding the clause 
in the address in reply to the speech from 
the Throne, recommending economy, 
nothing of any importance in this direction 
had been done by the Government. (Hear, 
hear.) He believed that large reductions 
must be made if the people of this Pro
vince would avoid the evils of direct taxa
tion. And all through the country steps 
were being taken toward retrenchment 
in consequence of the low price of 
ood. In Prince Edward Island this had 

been deemed of so much importance that it 
had been referred to in the Speech from 
the Throne at the last meeting of Parlia
ment. In the cities of Toronto, Hamil
ton, Kingston, and London, reductions of 
the salaries of public officers were being 
made ; and he thought the Ontario Legis
lature should follow the example. (Hear, 
hear.) It might be said that this Province 
was in a better position than those cities ; 
but though the Province was rich, yet 
economy was quite as necessary. The item 
for the reduction of which he proposed to 
move, was the salaries of Ministers. The 
House had committed itself to a reduction 
of the indemnity of members, and it had. 
been shown that the whole time of Minis
ters was not necessary for the performance 
of their official duties. This matter was 
not personal to Ministers themselves, but 
the purchasing power of money had become 
so great that it went One-third further 
now than at the time these salaries 
were fixed at their present figure. 
He therefore moved in amend
ment to the amendment that all tho 
words in the proposed amendment after 
the word “ that” be struck out and the fol
lowing substituted therefor:—“ In the opin
ion of this House the salaries of Ministers 
should be fixed at $3,500, with $1,000 ad- . 
ditional for the Premier ; that the salaries 
of the deputy heads of the departments i 
should not exceed $2,500, and that all , 
other salaries of the departmental officers, j 

for which appropriations naa not already 
been made and which are in excess of $800, 
should be reduced by 10 per cent, of the 
amount thereof, but not so as to reduce any 
such salary to an amount below $800, and 
that the said resolution be forthwith re
ferred back to the Committee of Supply 
with instructions to reduce the items under 
the head of Executive Council and At
torney-General’s office accordingly.”

Mr. MOWAT warmly opposed the 
amendment proposed by the hon. member 
for London, on the ground that no reduc
tion should be made in the salaries of offi
cials, because they were already so small 
that they could not, in justice to the. offi
cials, be reduced any lower. He contend
ed that, in order to maintain efficiency in 
the public service, good salaries should be 
paid to the officials ; and he characterized 
the conduct of gentlemen opposite as parti
san, unstatesmanlike and digraceful. 
(Cheers from Government benches.) He 
opposed this motion, and would oppose all 
similar resolutions. It was unfair and un
just to take advantage of the present low 
prices of food to make an effort, for party 
purposes, to reduce the salaries of officials. 
A short time ago it was declared that good 
times were about to flow upon the coun
try almost immediately, from a change of 
Government at Ottawa, but the conduct 
of the Opposition now showed that either 
they did not believe in such assertions, or 
that they were pursuing this course merely 
for the sake of affecting the coming elec
tions. In defence of the Ministers, he 
said they did more work than their prede
cessors ; and he hoped the House would 
have no difficulty in voting down resolu
tions such as this, which had no meaning. 
(Cheers.)

Mr. MORRIS regretted that Dominion 
politics were continually dragged into the 
debates of that House by the supporters 
of the Government. (Hear, Hear.) Now, 
it was clear to every candid mind that the 
country could not become prosperous in a 
few weeks after suffering for five years 
from misgovernment—trom the manage
ment of a Government whose policy was 
the “ fly-on-the-wheel policy,” but he had 
no doubt that the country would, before 
long, recover from such misgovernment. 
He then proceeded to contend that the 
voice of the country demanded the strict
est economy on the part of the Govern
ment, and he held that not only the sal
aries of the officials should be reduced, but 
also those of the heads of departments. 
Any person who looked around could see 
that the salaries of municipal officials were 
being reduced all over the country, and 
under these circumstances he thought the 
Ontario Government should also reduce the 
salaries of both officials and Ministers of 
the Crown. He was prepared to maintain 
this position before his constituents, feel
ing assured that he would be supported by 
them for the course which he had pursued. 
(Applause.)

Mr. WOOD opposed the amendment on 
the ground that it was unjust and un
reasonable to reduce the salaries of a few 
officials in that House. In his opinion it 
would be right and just to reduce the 
salaries of the Dominion officials as the 
tax upon the people for the payment of 
such salaries was direct, but by reducing 
the salaries of the Ontario officials by six
teen thousand dollars the item which would 
be saved would be so small that no person 
would feel it; and it only meant that the 
interest on the surplus would be slightly 
increased. He proceeded to contend that 
if the Government were to reduce the fees 
of the eleven hundred lawyers in Ontario 
by, say ten per cent, a saving of $100,000 
a year would be saved to the people of the 
country.

Mr. LAUDER—That is the duty of the 
Government. (Hear.)

Mr. WOOD—The Government would 
not stoop to do such a thing. (Laughter 
and applause.) He proceeded to contend 
that it was discreditable for the lawyers of 
that House to decry the value of the ser
vices of laymen ; and he believed that the 
time was not far distant when the laymen 
of that House might take it into their 
heads that the lawyers’ fees should be re
gulated and reduced, but he would not 
lend his servieces to any such course, be
cause he believed it would be discredit
able to reduce the fees of talented profes
sional men, and he did not think the lay
men would permit the bon. member from 
London to reduce the salaries of the lay
men in the civil service. (Applause.)

Mr. SCOTT suggested that perhaps the 
honourable Treasurer, with a majority in 
that House at his back, would be able to 
impressjipon his colleagues the necessity

"of making an euort to reauce tlie fees of . 
the lawyers of the country. (Hear, hear.) i 
Now he (Mr. Scott) believed there were I 
too many lawyers in the Goverhment, and 
he believed there should be a larger num
ber of laymen in it instead, but the ob- _ 

2 ject of the speech of the hon. gentleman r 
~ was to let his speech go the country, in 

order that a cry should be got up against 
the legal profession. There were one or 
two matters touched upon in the speech 
of the hon. gentleman, to which he would 
allude. He (Mr. Wood) contended that 
because the people of the country would 
not feel the benefit of a reduction of the 
salaries of officials, no reduction should be 
made, no economy should be exercised in 
dealing with the finances of the country. 
This line of argument was unworthy the 
hon. gentleman, and he did not think 
the country would support him in any 
such course. (Applause.) It was all very 
well, said the hon. Treasurer, for the Do
minion officials to have their salaries re
duced, but those of the Ontario officials 
should not be lowered. Now, he would 
like to ask, what were hon. members sent 
to that House for ? Were they not sent 
there to practise economy 1 He rather 
thought that their constituents believed 
that this was the duty of the members of 
that House. (Hear, hear.) He (the 
Treasurer) had asserted that if the ten per 
cent, were taken from the taxable fees of 
the lawyers of Ontario, the saving to the 
country would amount to $100,000 per 
annum, and for his own part hoped this 
would be done and allow the lawyers to 
make their own bargains with their clients. 
He would vote for striking out these 
fees altogether, and h%hoped the Govern
ment would bring in such a measure. 
(Hear, hear.) He then alluded to the 
speech of the Attorney-General, who had 
waxed very warm upon the matter under 
discussion ; but he scarcely believed that 
he meant much by such warmth of feeling, 
but when the Hon. Attorney-General con
tended that it would be unstatesmanlike, 
partizan, and disgraceful to make an effort 
to reduce the salaries of officials because 
prices were low, his argument was weak 
when it was remembered that these same

salaries were raised because the prices were | 
high. (Hear, hear.) On these grounds he 
did not think it was either iinstatesmanlikc 
or disgraceful to reduce the salaries of offi
cials when prices were low. (Hear, hear.) 
Having contended at some further length 
in support of the amendment proposed by 
the hon. member for London, he resumed 
his seat amid applause.

Mr. FERRIS spoke at some length i.i 
opposition to the amendment, and con
tended that the lawyers of the country 
were a burden to the people ; and that the 
example set by so many well paid lawyers 
had a bad effect upon the youth of the 
country, who were led to imagine that out
side of this profession there was little 
chance of making a living. He hoped that 
if the hon. gentlemen were in earnest they 
would bring down a measure to do away 
with that close guild—the law society— 
the funds accumulated by which came not 
out of the pockets of the lawyers, but out 
of those of the people of the country.

Mr. CURRIE opposed the amendment, 
and held the floor till six o'clock.

The House then rose.
After Recess.

After recess the following bills passed 
through committee:—

Respectingthe 1 e-consolidationand future 
limitation of the debeuture debt of the City 
of Toronto, and for other purposes.—Mr. 
Morris.

To incorporate the Snowdon Branch 
railway.—Mr. Paxton.

To incorporate the Lake Scugog Marsh 
Lands Draining Company. —Mr.. Paxton.

To further amend the Acts incorporating 
the Hamilton Gaslight Company.—Mr. 
Williams.

The Committee rose and reported the 
bills, which were ordered for a third read
ing to-morrow.

SECOND READINGS.
Mr. CURRIE moved the second reading 

of the bill to incorporate the Village of 
Niagara Falls.

Mr. HARCOURT said there were some 
objections to the bill, but as they could be 
discussed when the bill was before the 
Committee of the Whole House, he will not 
now raise any objections.

The bill was read accordingly.
Mr. O’DONOGHUE moved the second 

reading of the bill respecting the Ottawa 
City Passenger Railway Company.



! Mr. BETHUNE opposed the motion on 
the ground that the bill sought to compel 
the Street Railway Company to keep the 
roadway between the rails and eighteen ! 
inches on each side in repair, whereas when

■ the Company obtained its charter to con- L
■ struct the railway, the Company was not — 

compelled to keep the said road in repair. 
He therefore moved an amendment that 
the bill be not now read, but that it bs 
read a second time this day six months.

Mr. O'DONOGHUE pointed out that 
when the chartenvas granted to the Street 
Railway Company, the gentleman who got 
the bill through the House was a director 
of the said company, and is now a director ; 
and the people did not then understand 
the nature of the charter. The whole City 
of Ottawa favoured the present bill, and 
he hoped j ustice would be done the rate
payers, who had suffered for eight years 
without a remedy.

Mr. DEACON would like to hear the 
views of the Government upon this ques
tion, because if an attempt were made to 
legislate away the Tights of the railway 
company, the Government, which had con
trol of the House, should not permit it. 
The present owner of the road, Mr. Keefer, 
had invested $23,000 in the road, on the 
understanding that he would not have to 
keep up the roadway. If his rights were 
now legislated away, much injustioe would 
be done him.

The time for the discussion of private 
bills being up, the debate was adjburncd.

CONCURRENCE.
The House resumed the debate on Mr. 

Meredith’s amendment, Mr. Curry continu
ing his speech in opposition to it, and con
tending that no reduction should be made 
in the salaries of officials or in those of the 
Ministers of the Crown.

Mr. DEACON wished to say a few words 
in reply to the remarks made by the Treas
urer. The hon. gentleman had quoted 
from a report of a speech of his (Mr. Dea
con’s) which had appeared in The Mail in 
1873, in which he is reported to have ad
vocated giving the Premier $5,000. Now 
he had no doubt but the report was quite 
correct, because The Mail’s reports were 
usually very accurate and correct, and he 
was glad to see the Government now 
acknowledging that such wa» the case by 
quoting it as an authority. (Applause.) 
He held that he was quite consistent when 
he advocated an increase in the sa’ary of 
the Premier (which, however, was not in
creased till 1876), because he did so on 
the ground that prices were high and the 
expenses of living much higher than at the 
present time. Now, however, he wished 
to reduce the salaries because the price of 
living was very much lower, and the pub
lic ought to get the benefit of this change. 
(Hear, hear.) He then proceeded to con
tend that the charges of inconsistency 
against him were incorrect, and pointed out 
that members on the Treasury Benches were 
now acting inconsistently, when they want
ed to keep up the salaries of officials and 
those of Ministers of the Crown. He then 
reminded the House that the members of 
the Government, who were paid to devote 
all their time to the public interests, had 
deserted their offices during the recent con
test for the Dominion Parliament, and 
travelled from place to place to plead 
the cause of their friends in the late 
Mackenzie Government. (Applause.)

Mr. HARDY spoke in cordial support of 
the proposition to retain the salaries at 
their present figure, and he hoped that the 
amendment, which aimed at a reduction of 
salaries, would be voted down

The amendment was then put and lost. 
Yeas, 31; nays, 47.

Yeas—Messrs. Baker, Barr, Bell, Boulter, Broder, 
Calvin, Code, Coutts, Creighton, Deacon, Flesher, 
Grange, Harkin, Kean, Lauder, McDougall, Mc
Gowan, Meredith, Merrick, Monk, Morris, Mostyn, 
O’Sullivan, Parkhill, Preston, Richardson, Rose- 
vear, Scott, Tooley, White, Wigle—31.

Nays—Ballantyne, Baxter, Bethune, Bishop, Bon
field, Chisholm, Clarke (Norfolk,) Clarke (Welling
ton,) Cole, Crooks, Currie, Deroche, Ferris, Finlay- 

I son, Fraser, Gibson, Graham, Grant, Harcourt, 
Hardy, Hargraft, Hay, Lane, Lyon (Algoma,) Lyon 
(Halton,) McCraney, McLaws, McLeod, McMahon, 
Massie, Master, Mowat, O’Donoghue, Pardee, Pat
terson, Paxton, Robinson, Ross. Sexton, Sinclair, 
Snetsinger, Springer, Wattsrworth, Widdifield. 
Willioms, Wilson, Wood—47

The amendment proposed by Mr. Dea
con was then declared lost on the same 
division

On the motion to coucur being again 
put,

Mr. MEREDITH moved, seconded by
■ Mr. Morris, that the resolution be not now 

concurred in, but that it be referred back 
to the Committee'of Supply to reduce the 
Attorney-General’s salary from $5,000 to 
$4,500.

The motion was lost on the following 
division :—Yeas, 31 ; nays, 46.

Yeas—Messrs. Baker, Barr, Bell, Boulter, Broder, 
Calvin, Code, Coutts, Creighton, Deacon, Flesher, 
Grange, Harkin, Kean, Lauder, McDougall, Mc
Gowan, Meredith, Merrick, Monck, Morris, Mostyn, 
O’Sullivan, Parkhill, Preston, Richardson, Rosevear, - 
Scott, Tooley, White, Wigle—31. L

Nays—Messrs. Ballantyne. Baxter, Bethune, 
Bishop, Bonfield, Chisholm, Clarke (Norfolk), Clarke 
(Wellington), Cole, Crooks, Currie, Deroche, Ferris, 
Finlayson, Fraser, Gibson, Graham, Grant, Har
court, Hardy, Hargraft, Hay, Lane, Lyon (Algoma), 
Lyon (Halton), McCraney, McLaws, McLeod, Mc
Mahon, Massie, Master, O’Donoghue, Pardee, Pat
terson, Paxton, Robinson, Ross, Sexton, Sinclair, 
Snetsinger, Springer, Watterworth, Widdifield, 
Williams, Wilson, Wood—46.

Mr. MEREDITH then moved a second 
amendment to the same main motion that 
it be not concurred in,but that it be referred 
back to Committee of Supply with instruc
tions to reduce all the salaries in excess of 
$800, except that of the Premier, by ten 
per cent.

The motion was lost on the same division.
The main resolution was then concurred 

in on the same division as that upon which 
Mr. Meredith’s first amendment was de
clared lost.

On the motion to concur in the resolution 
granting $16,100 for the Treasury Depart
ment,

Mr. MEREDITH moved, seconded by 
Mr. Morris, that the resolution be not con
curred in, but that it be referred back to 
committee with instructions to reduce the 
salary of the Treasurer from $4,000 to 
$3,500.

The motion was put and lost on the fol
lowing division, yeas 30, nays 47.

Yeas—Messrs. Baker, Barr, Bell, Boulter, Breder, 
Calvin, Code, Coutts, Creighton, Deacon, Flesher, 
Harkin, Kean, Lauder, McDougall, McGowan, 
Meredith, Merrick, Monk, Morris, Mostyn, O’Sulli
van, Parkhill, Preston, Richardson, Rosevear, Scott, 
Tooley, White, Wigle.—30.

Nays—Messrs. Ballantyne, Baxter, Bethune, 
Bishop, Bonfield, Chisholm, Clarke (Norfolk), 
Clarke (Wellington), Cole, Crooks, Currie, Deroche, 
Ferris, Finlayson, Fraser, Gibson, Graham, Granga, 
Grant, Harcourt. Hardy, Hargraft, Hay, Lane, 
Lyon (Algoma), Lyon (Halton). McCraney, McLaws, 
McLeod, McMahon, Massie, Master, Mowat, O’Dono
ghue, Pardee, Patterson, Paxton, Robinson, Ross, 
Sexton, Sinclair, Snetsinger, Springer, Watter
worth, Widdifield, Williams, Wilson.—47.

The resolution was then concurred in ; 
yeas, 47 ; nays, 31.

On the motion for concurrence in the 
item of $25,975 for the Secretary and Re
gistrar’s office,

Mr. MEREDITH moved to send it back 
to have the Secretary and Registrar re
duced by $500, (the same principle asserted 
in the former amendments as to other re
ductions being affirmed.)

The amendment was put and lost. Yeas, 
32 ; nays, 47.

Mr. MEREDITH then moved in amend
ment, seconded by Mr. Morris, to send 
back the resolution with instructions to 
reduce all salaries in the Secretary and Re
gistrar’s office in excess of $800, except 
that of the Secretary-Registrar, by ten per 
cent.

The motien was put and lost. Yeas, 31 ; 
nays, 48.

The item was then concurred in.
On the motion to concur in the sixth 

resolution, $19,672 for the Department of 
Public Works.

Mr. MEREDITH moved, seconded by 
Mr. Morris in amendment, that the reso
lution be sent back to reduce the salary 
of the Commissioner of Public Works by 
$500.

The motion was declared lost on division. 
Yeas, 32; nays, 48.

Mr. MEREDITH then moved in amend- 1 
ment, seconded by Mr. Morris, that the 
resolution be amended in Committee by j 
reducing all the salaries in the Treasurer’s 
Department over $800, except that of the • 
Commissioner, by ten per cent.

The amendment was put and lost. Yeas, 
32; nays, 49.

The resolution was then concurred in.
The seventh resolution, granting $1,200 

for the Department of Agriculture, was 
concurred in.

Mr. MEREDITH divided the House on 
the resolution to concur in the item $1,400 
for the Department of Immigration.

The resolution was concurred in. Yeas, 
48. Nays, 33.

On the motion for concurrence in the 
item of $7,350 for public institutions, be
ing put,

Mr. MEREDITH moved to reduce the 
salary of the inspector from $3,000 to $2,- 
500. Lost. Yeas, 32. Nays, 49.

The item was then concurred in.
On the resolution to concur in the item - 

of $50,780 for the Department of Crown 
Lands,

Mr. MEREDITH moved that it be not 
now concurred in, but that it be referred 
back to Committee of Supply to reduce the 
salary of the Commissioner to $3,500.

The motion was lost. Yeas, 32; nays, 
48.

Mr. MEREDITH then moved, seconded 
by Mr. Morris, that the item be not con
curred in, but that it be sent back to Com
mittee of Supply to reduce the salary of 
the Assistant Commissioner from $2,800 to 
$2,500.

The motion was lost. Yeas, 31 ; nays, 
50.

Mr. MEREDITH then moved, seconded 
by Mr. Morris, to reduce all the salaries in 
excess of $800, except those of the Commis
sioner and Assistant, by 10 per cent.

The motion was put and lost. Yeas, 
31; nays, 50.

The item was then concurred in.
On the motion that the item of $9,960 

for miscellaneous be concurred in,
Mr. BRODER moved in amendment 

that while concurring in the appropriation 
to the Official Gazette the House regrets 
that the official contractor had been per
mitted to retain in his hands large sums 
of money belonging to the Government.

Mr. CREIGHTON, while agreeing with 
the amendment, said it did not go far 
enough ; and he then proceeded to show 
that over $14,000 yet remained in the 
hands of the late official printing contrac- ' 
tor, unaccounted for, and he regretted that 
the report of the sub-committee of the 
Printing Committee had not been brought 
down.

Mr. FRASER called the hon. gentleman 
to order, contending that he could not al
lude to a repoit which had not been made 
to the House.

Mr. CREIGHTON held that he was in 
order, but the Commissioner of Public 
Works did not like to hear about this mat
ter, because he knew there was something 
wrong, and he did not like to have it ven
tilated. This sub-committee had reported 
to the Printing Committee on 18th of 
February, but since that time the Com
mittee had not been called together. If 
permitted, he would tell the House what 
this sub-committee had discovered, and it 
was something which was not very credit
able to somebody—well, he would not say 
to whom—unless the Speaker permitted 
him. He had a copy of the report in his 
desk, and could produce it if necessary. 
(Hear, hear.) He then offered an amend
ment to tlie amendment, embracing a 
larger scope, but it was voted down.

Mr. CLARKE (Norfolk) then moved in 
amendment that the item be not concur
red in, but that it be sent back to Com
mittee with instructions to reduce the 
salary of the Inspector of Registry Of
fices (Hon. Sidney Smith) from $2,000 to 
$1,500 (including travelling expenses).

The motion was carried. Yeas, 43; 
nays, 35.

An animated discussion ensued—some 
members charging the Government with 
having voted to reduce this official’s sal
ary because he happened to be a Con
servative.

The Committee reported the resolution 
as amended, and it was concurred in on 
division.

The adjournment was then carried on 
division at 1 a. m.

Thursday, March 6.
The Speaker took the ehair at 11 a.m.

THIRD READINGS.
The following bills passed :—
To amend the Railway Act of Ontario.— 

Mr. Fraser.
To further amend the Acts incorporating 

the Hamilton Gas L'ght Company.—Mr. 
Williams.

VOTERS’ LISTS.
The amendments made to the Bill re

specting voters’ lists were concurred in.
THE NORTH-WEST.

The Bill to provide for the administration 
of justice in the northerly and westerly 
parts of Ontario, was passed through Com
mittee of the Whole.
INSPECTION OF INSURANCE COM- 

PANIES.
The resolution respecting the Inspection 

of Insurance Companies (Mr. Wood) was 
passed through Committee of the whole 
House.

The bill founded thereon was also ad
vanced a stage.

THE LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS.
The Bill to make further provision for 

the elections of members to the Legislative 
Assembly was considered through Commit
tee of the Whole.

Mr. MOWAT made an explanation in 
reference to the manner in which the Vil
lage of Blythe had been cut up, and in re
plying to a recent speech of the member



ONTARIO ASSEMBLY.
for North Grey, said it was impossible to 
get the population of the divisions of the 
Townships of Huron.

Mr. CREIGHTON pointed out that in 
Mr. Mowat’s speech on this question, as 
reported in the Globe when he introduced 
his jerrymandering bill, he professed to 
give the exact population of all these divi
sions. The hon. gentleman was surely 
either very reckless in his statements, or 
vexy forgetful.

The Committee rose, reported progress, 
and asked leave to sit again.

The House adjourned till 3 p.m. 
Afternoon Session.

The House resumed at 3 o’clock. 
THIRD READINGS.

On motion of Mr. PAXTON, the bill to 
incorporate the Lake Scugog Marsh Lands 
Draining Act was read a third time and 
passed.
INSPECTION OF INSURANCE COM

PANIES.
Mr. WOOD moved that the bill for the in

spection of insurance companies be referred 
back again to committee for amendment 
which was carried, the House went into Com- 
mitte accordingly and amended the bill 
which was reported, read a third time and 
passed. gEC0ND READINGS

Mr. CROOKS moved the second reading 
of the bill respecting the application of the 
Religious Institutions Act of the Church of 
England. Carried.

Mr. MOW AT moved the second reading 
of the bill to extend the act respecting the 
heir, devisee and assignee commission. 
Carried.

Mr. MO WAT moved the second reading 
of the bill to amend the law of Dower. 
Carried.
ELECTIONS TO THE LEGISLATIVE 

ASSEMBLY. ■
Mr. MOWAT moved the House into 

Committee on the bill to make further pro
visions respecting elections to the Legisla
tive Assembly. The House west into Com
mittee accordingly.

Mr. MOWAT then made certain ex
planations regarding the position of the 
village of Blythe, and defended himself 
against charges made against him when the 
bill was last before the House by the hon. 
member (Mr. Creighton) that the village 
had been attached to the adjoining 
riding of East Huron for political 
purposes, instead of to the west riding.

Mr. ROSS also defended himself against 
a charge made against him, that he had 
used his influence to have this village 
placed in the East Riding of Huron ; and 
maintained that the population of the 
latter riding was much less than that of 
the West.

Mr. MEREDITH pointed out that when 
the last census was taken, it was found 
that the East Riding of Huron had a pop
ulation of 500 more than the West, and as 
the township of Lucknow had been taken 
from the West, it was made still smaller. 
Consequently the village of Blythe should 
have been attached to West Huron. He 
then contended that if this bill were 
passed, certain ratepayers of Blythe would 
be disfranchised, and this, he held, was a 
dangerous and unjust course to pursue 
upon the eve of an election. He held a 
telegram in his hand Which proved that 
the population of the East Riding of 
Huron was the largest, and consequently 
the village of Blythe should, in justice, be 
attached, for electoral purposes, to the 
West Riding.

Mr. MOWAT said it was very difficult 
to ascertain the true state of affairs, but, 
from all ho could learn on the subject, he 
believed justice would be done by attach
ing the village to East Huron.

Mr. CREIGHTON moved that the 10th 
section of the bill be struck out. Lost. 
Yeas, 24. Nays, 32.

The bill was then passed, and the Com
mittee rose and reported progress.

THE SCHOOL ACT.
Mr. CROOKS moved the House into 

Committee on the School Act. (Mr. Clarke 
in the chair).

Mr. CROOKS moved the adoption of the 
first clause giving the Public Board of any 
city power to establish a model school for 
training of public school teachers. Car
ried.

Upon the second clause being moved,
Mr. McGOWAN asked whether it was 

intended to allow farmer’s sons to vote at 
school elections.

Mr. MOWAT—If they have paid the 
school tax.

The clause passed.
The 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th clauses were L 

-- ■ passed. —
The 7th clause provides that in case of 

two or more candidates having an equal 
number of votes, the member of the Board 
who is assessed highest as a ratepayer on 
the last revised assessment roll shall at the 
time of declaring the result of the poll give 
a vote for one or more of such candidates, 
so as to decide the election.

The clause passed. Also clauses eight, 
and nine, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen and 
fourteen.

Some discussion took place on the various 
clauses, and several valuable suggestions 
and slight amendments were made.

At six o’clock the Committee rose and 
reported progress and asked leave to sit 
again.

GRAND JURORS.
Mr. HARDY introduced a bill respect

ing Grand Jurors. The bill was read a 
first time.

A QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.
Mr. MEREDITH drew attention to a 

communication which hqd appeared in one 
of the morning papers, signed by the Mayor 
of Ottawa, reflecting upon the conduct of 
the hon. member from North Renfrew, in 
connection with the remarks which that 
gentleman made the previous day when 
the Ottawa Street Railway bill was under 
discussion. Now he thought that the 
course pursued by the Mayor of Ottawa 
was a breach of the privileges of Parlia
ment, and he regretted that he had thus 
attempted to influence the action of the 
members of the House. •

Mr. FRASER bore testimony to the same 
exiect, and said he thought the conduct of 
the Mayor of Ottawa was most reprehen
sible.

Mr. CROOKS regretted that the Mayor 
of Ottawa had taken upon himself to criti
cize the course pursued by the hon. mem
ber for North Renfrew, and he felt it to be 
his duty to say that if there was any mem
ber of the Railway Committee who tried 
to do liis duty faithfully, honestly, and 
impartially, it was the hon. member for 
North Renfrew. (Applause.)

Mr. O’DONOGHUE made some explana
tions, and, being briefly replied to by the 
hon. member for North Renfrew, the mat
ter dropped.

The House adjourned at 6.20.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
Mr. Creighton—On Saturday next—En

quiry of member, whether it iB the inten
tion of the member for Centre Wellington 
to move this session the motion of which 
he gave notice on the 27th day of January 
last :—“ For all correspondence, round
robins, or other papers filed in the office or 
in the possession of the Attorney-General, 
respecting the increases of the sessional 
allowances of members of the House of 
Assembly during the sessions of 1873 and 
1876,” and if not, why not ?

Mr. Deroche—On Saturday next - For a 
return of all correspondence between the 
Department of Public Works and the 
municipalities of Portland and Camden 
relative to the drainage of the drowned 

j lands in said municipalities, and for the 
correspondence (if an)) between the said 
Department and the Napanee River Im
provement Company.

Mr. Bell - On Friday next—Enquiry of 
Ministry, whether there is in existence a 
Board of License Commissioners for the 
City of Toronto ; if so, who composed said 
board, and why have they not been gazetted 
as other boards were this year ?

Also—Whether there is an Inspector of 
Licences for West York ; if so, who is said 
Inspector ?

miw mtisi.iTiiKE-wur.TH sessioi

Friday, March, 7.
Morning Session.

The Speaker took the chair at 11 a.m. 
Prayers were read by the Rev. Dr. 

Potts.
PETITIONS.

Mr. MEREDITH presented a petition 
from the Municipal Council of the village 
of Blythe, praying that said village should 
not be annexed to East Huron for electoral 
purposes.

SNOWDON BRANCH RAILWAY.
On motion of Mr. PAXTON the bill to 

incorporate the Snowdon Branch railway 
was referred back to Committee for amend-

The Committee reported the bill, and re
ferred to the second session for a third 
reading.

THIRD READINGS.
Mr. FRASER moved the third reading 

of the bill to make further provisions re
specting voters’ lists. Carried. 
ELECTIONS TO THE LEGISLATIVE 

ASSEMBLY.
Mr. MOWAT moved the House into 

Committee on the bill to make further pro
visions respecting elections to the Legis
lative Assembly—Mr. Clarke in the chaw. I

Mr. SCOTT drew attention to the danger 
of giving the Government power to make 
the life of the Parliament longer than four 
years, in accordance with the spirit of the 
B.N.A. Act. Take for instance Algqma, 
where the returning officer might have the 
power of delaying the elections several 
months; according to the present bill the 
life of the Parliament could not commencg 
until after the return of such writ. By 
this means the Parliament might extend to 
nearly five years.

Mr. MEREDITH offered an amend
ment to meet the difficulty, to make the 
life of the Parliament be for four years 
from the return of the general writs other 
than that of Algoma.

Mr. MOWAT consequently consented to 
allow the clause to stand for further con- 
sideration, He stated that there was little 
doubt but the ensuing election would take 
place during the summer months. (Hear, 
hear.) He further stated that as the sub
ject of treating was such a difficult one to 
deal with, and some of his friends thought 
it would be better to strike out the 11th 
and 12th clauses altogether. The 11th 
clause made it a corrupt practice to carry 
strong liquor to treat electors while can
vassing. • • 1

The clauses were struck out accordingly.
Mr. CREIGHTON objected to the 15th 

section, beeause in his opinion the way in 
which a person voted could be discovered. 
He thought it would be better to assimi
late the legislative and municipal ballots. 
The ballot papers in his opinion should not 
be numbered.

Mr. MOWAT said the method he pro
posed was the English system and he could 
not consent to change it.

Mr. MEREDITH said at first he was ap
posed to the ballot, but after a trial he was 
convinced of its merits, and was desirous 
of having it continued and its seeresy 
strictly guarded. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. MOWAT said he also favoured the 
ballot at elections, except perhaps at the 
election of school trustees. It was, how
ever, only experimental, and for the pre
sent he thought it should be adhered to.

Mr. LAUDER did not like the 16th 
clause, because it gave the voter the right 
to place his mark any place on the ballot 
paper. He thought the mark should be 
on the right hand side of the paper as here
tofore.

Mr MOWAT said a good many votes 
had been lost hitherto by the voter putting 
his mork in the wrong place. He thought 
it better to allow the voter to put his mark 
on any part of the ballot paper.

The elause passed.
Mr. MOWAT introduced a new clause 

providing to permit canvassers or agents to 
receive pay for their service.

Mr. LAUDER thought the Reform party 
wanted to do away with canvassing.

Mr. MOWAT—Yes, but we can t do so 
until our enemies stop the practice also.

Mr. LAUDER—Oh, no, not enemies.
(Hear.)

Mr. CREIGHTON—Your friends on the | 
other side. (Hear.)

II



Mr. FRASER—Save us from such I 
friends, politically. (Laughter.)

Mr. MORRIS hoped the Attorney-Gen- i 
eral would not press that clause, because if ■ 
it became law it would open the door to 
corrupt practices, and anything might be — 
included in expenses for services on the part • 
of canvassers and agents.

Mr. FRASER held that the judge would 
have the power to say what would be a 
proper sum for services rendered ; and the 
canvasser could not vote at such election.

Mr. MEREDITH also hoped the Attor
ney-General would not press the amend
ment, because in his opinion it would lead 
to very corrupt practices. It would be 
better to allow the law to stand as it was. 
Suppose a man were very influential, his 
charges for services might be a very large 
sum ,and consequently any corrupt arrange
ment might be made with active agents to 
carry an election.

Mr. MILLER agreed with the last 
speaker, because if this clause became law 
canvassers might be employed to go through 
a riding to canvass generally, and this 
would be one means of bribing electors. 
For his own part he thought it would be 
better not to press that clause. (Hear, 
hear.)

Mr. HARGRAFT thought if this clause 
became law candidates should be compelled 
to give notice of the names of agents and 
canvassers employed, and the sums to be 
paid them for such services. (Hear, hear.) 

After some further discussion
Mr. MOW AT suggested that it was better 

to allow the matter to remain over till the 
three o’clock session, when it might be 
more fully considered.

This was agreed to.
Mr. MOWAT then stated that he had 

agreed to incorporate the suggestion of his 
hon. friend from East Toronto respecting 
the right of income voters to vote where 
they had paid the instalments of taxes re
quired by the City Council.

The committee rose and reported.
THE TAVERN AND SHOP LICENSES 

ACT.
Mr. HARDY presented his annual re

port upon the working of the Tavern and 
Shop Licenses Act,

The House rose at one o’clock.
Afternoen Session.

Mr. Speaker took the chair at 3 o’clock. 
TAX EXEMPTIONS.

Mr. FERRIS presented a report of the 
Special Committee on tax exemptions.

The report was received.
THE JURORS’ ACT.

On motion of Mr. HARDY the House 
went into Committee again on the bill to 
amend the Jurors’ Act, for the purpose of 
amending said Act,

The bill was amended and the Committee 
rose and reported.

THIRD READING.
On motion of Mr. MOWAT the bill to 

provide for the Administration of Justice 
in the northerly and westerly parts of On
tario was read a third time and passed.

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS ACT.
On motion of Mr. MOWAT the House 

went into Committee on the bill respecting 
the application of the Religious Institu
tions’Act to the Church of England.

The bill passed, and the Committee rose 
aud reported the bill, which was read a 
third time and passed.
HEIR, DEVISEE, AND ASSIGNEE 

COMMISSION.
On motion of the Attorney-General the 

House went into Committee on the bill to 
extend the Act respecting the Heir, De
visee, and Assignee Commission.

The bill passed, the Committee reported, 
and the bill was read a third time and 
passed.

LAW OF DOWER.
The House went into Committee on Mr. 

Mowat’s bill to amend the law of Dower.
The bill passed, the Committee rose and 

reported, the bill was read a third time 
and passed.

ELECTIONS TO THE ASSEMBLY.
The House went again into Committee 

on the bill to make further provisions re-' 
specting the elections to the Legislative 
Asse ml) ly •

Mr. MOWAT said that since the bill 
was under consideration his hon. friend the 
Minister of Education had assisted him in 

- framing an amendment suggested by hon. . 
gentlemen onposite respecting the life of 
the Parliament, and he thought the amend
ment would meet with the approval of the 
House. He therefore proposed that instead 
of Parliament commencing forty days after 

the return of the writs he would make it 
fifty-five days after the writs were return
able.

The amendment was approved unani
mously by the House and incorporated into 
the bill.

THE SCHOOL ACT.
The House went again into Committee 

on the School Bill, Mr. Ciarke (Welling
ton), in the chair.

Clauses fifteen up to clause 23, Inclusive, 
were passed with some slight amendments

When the 24tli clause was reached some 
discussion took place upon the proposition 
in the bill to enable a party recognized as a 
“teacher” in the Province of Quebec to 
teach in Separate .schools in the Province 
of Ontario,

Dr. O’SULLIVAN rose to make an ex
planation with regard to what had come 
under his observations before he moved an 
amendment which he intended to offer. 
In his part of the country a great many 
persons were French Canadian Roman 
Catholics, and should be taken ipso facto as 
supporters of Separate schools, and in 
many cases when questioned other people

firm should go to

when a Protestant

might imagine that if they declared them
selves to be a supporter of Separate schools 
they might injure themselves. The mere 
fact, therefore, of being a Roman Catholic 
should be taken as evidence that they were 
supporters of Separate schools, and should 
be rated accordingly. He thought it un
necessary to compel the ratepayers to give 
the usual notice that they were supporters 
of Separate schools. In case of a co
partnership in a firm, for instance, where 
one member was a Roman Catholic and the 
other a Protestant, a portion of the 
taxes of such ~ 
the support of the Separate schools. 
In case also ’ "
had a Roman Catholic wife, and that the 
children were permitted to go to the Separate 
schools, the father should be permitted 
to contribute to the support of the Separate 
schools if he wished to do so. He thought, 
however, that the greatest liberty should 
be exercised in this matter, and that no 
person should be compelled to support the 
Separate schools, but that his support 
should be voluntary. He moved an amend
ment to meet the suggestions which he 
made on the subject. He then alluded in 
kindly terms to the valuable services 
rendered the schools by the hon. Minister 
of Education ; and as this was not a party 
question, he felt it his duty to give ex
pression to his feelings on the subject.

Mr. FRASER hoped that the greatest 
care would be take in dealing with this 
bill, as he did not want the question of 
the constitutionality of the Act raised at 
any future time. It was his desire to make 
the Roman Catholic schools as good as it 
was possible to make them, but he made 
some objections to the amendment of his 
hon. friend (Dr. O’Sullivan) which, he said, 
gave Protestants the right to become 
Separate school supporters if they wished. 
Now, although he was a warm supporter 
of Separate schools, still he was not pre
pared to ask for such a favour, but, of 
Course, if the House granted it, he, as a 
supporter of Separate schools, would not 
object to receive it. With regard to the 
proposition to devote some of the taxes of 
a co-partnership to Separate schools it was a 
difficult thing to deal with. In his opinion 
that matter ought to be dealt with by the 
municipal corporations. (Hear, hear.) He 
thought it better to allow the bill to stand 
as it was.

Mr. CROOKS Baid he had had the subject 
matter of this amendment under consider
ation, in company with several prominent 
supporters of Separate Schools, and he did 
not see that any good result would follow 
if it became law, in fact the amendment 
aimed at altering the school law, and he 
was not prepared to assume the respon
sibility of doing any such thing. (Hear.) 
He thanked his hon. friend for his kindly 
references personal to himself, aud said he 
had taken the greatest pains to deal fairly 
and justly with both Separate and Public 
Schools. He could not consent, however, 
to allow the amendment to pass

Mr. WHITE supported the amendment, 
believing as he did that the mover only 
asked what was fair and just. He thought 
it was only fair to allow Protestants, if 
they desired to do so, to become sup
porters of Separate Schools, and he thought 
the House would allow the motion to 
pass.

Mr. SINCLAIR said if his hon. friend 
from Essex desired to allow Protestants, 
who wished to support the schools to which 
he might have to pay the least taxes, he did 

not believe it was a proposition which that 
House would permit or that which the 
country at large would endorse. (Hear, 
hear.)

Mr. CROOKS still contended that the 
amendment should not pass, because it wotfrd 
alter the whole school system.

Dr. O’SULLIVAN regretted that the 
hon. Commissioner of Public Works had 
gone out of his way to throw cold water 
upon his amendment, and to make it look 
as hideous as possible. Now, he held that 
in the case of a Protestant having a Roman 
Catholic wife, and whose children at tend
ed the Separate schools, the parent should 
be at liberty to contribute to support such 
schools, instead of allowing them to be re
garded as pauper pupils. The House 
rose at six—Dr. O’Sullivan having the 
floor.

After Becess.
PRIVATE BILLS.

The House went into Committee on the 
bill respecting certain property in the town 
of Peterboro’. The bill passed.

Mr. CURRIE moved the adoption of the 
bill to incorporate the village of Niagara 
Falls. The mover explained that the peo
ple of Drummondville and a portion of the 
people of the south ward of Clifton desired 
incorporation under the title of the Village 
of Niagara Falls.

Mr. HARCOURT moved in amendment, 
that no portion of the town of Clifton 
should be incorporated in the new village 
of Niagara Falls.

Mr. FRASER said the Government could 
not permit any part of Clifton to be incor
porated in the new village.

After some further discussion the amend
ment was put and carried.

The Committee then rose, reported pro
gress, and asked leave to sit again.

THE CITY DEBT OF TORONTO.
Mr. MORRIS asked leave to have the 

bill relative to the consolidation of the city 
debt of Toronto referred back to the Com
mittee for the purpose of having some 
amendments made to it, the object of 
which was to give greater security to de
bentureholders.

The request was granted accordingly. 
THE SCHOOL ACT.

The House went again into Committee 
on the School Act. I

Mr. CROOKS desired to know if the 
hon. member (Dr. O’Sullivan) was content 
with the debate on his amendment, in order 
to allow the Committee to report progress 
and ask leave to sit again.

Dr. O’SULLIVAN said that as he had 
received the assurances of the hon. the 
Minister of Education that justice would 
be done the Roman Catholic separate 
schools he would consent to withdraw the 
amendment, which was done accordingly.

The bill was rushed through, and the 
Committee rose and reported.

Mr. CODE—Remember, after such hurry 
we will keep you longer on the third read
ing than you expect. (Hear, hear).
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CONCURRENCE.
On the motion for concurring in the 

grant for legislation 8111,250,
Mr. WOOD moved that the item $1,500, 

Mr. Speaker's salary, be referred back 
with instructions to reduce it by $250.

Mr. SCOTT moved iu amendment to the 
amendment that the item be referred back 
to Committee of Supply, with instructions 
to reduce the item by $500. He pointed 
out that the Speaker’s duties were not so 
onerous as to justify his receiving'$l,500 
in addition to the indemnity. He stated 
that the revised statutes referred to the 
smaller sum as the salary of the Speaker.

Mr. MOW AT said that the salary of the 
Speaker was regulated by the expenses con
nected with the office rather than by the 
duties.

The House divided on the amendment to 
the amendment, which was lost.

Yeas—Messrs. Baker, Barr, Bell, Boulter, Broder, 
Brown, Calvin, Code, Coutts, Creighton, Deacon, 
Flesher, Grange, Harkin, Kean, Lauder, Long, 
McDougall, McGowan, Meredith, Merrick, Monck, 
Morris, Mostyn, O’Sullivan, Parkhill, Preston, Rich
ardson, Rosevear, Scott, Snetsinger, Tooley, White, 
Wigle, Wills—35.

Nays—Messrs. Appleby, Ballantyne. Baxter, 
Bethune, Bishop. Bonfield, Chisholm, Clarke (Nor
folk), Clarke (Wellington), Cole, Crooks, Currie, 
Deroche, Ferris, Finlayson, Fraser, Gibson, Gra
ham, Grant, Harcourt, Hardy, Hargraft, Hay, 
Hunter, Lane, Lyon (Algoma), Lyon (Halton), Me- 
Craney, Me Laws, McMahon, Massie, Master, Miller, 
Mowat, O’Donoghue, Pardee, Patterson, Paxton, 
Robinson, Ross, Sexton, Sinclair, Springer, Striker, 
Watterworth, Widdifield, Williams, Wilson, Wood— 
49.

The amendment was then put and car
ried on a division, ayes S3, nays 0.

The House then went into Committee of 
Supply and reduced the item by $250.

The item was then reported as amended 
and concurred in.

Mr. SCOTT moved in amendment that 
the item $400, Clerk of the Crown in Chan
cery, be referred back to Committee of 
Supply with instructions to strike it out. 
He was of opinion that the light duties of 
the office could be performed by one of the 
officials of the House.

Mr. McMAHON moved an amendment 
to the amendment—almost to the same 
effect -with the addition that it was the 
opinion of the House that the duties 
should be attached to those of the clerk 
and his assistant.

Mr. MOWAT saw objection to the dis
charge of the office, and was glad that the 
Opposition had adopted a view long held 
by the Government. (Cheers.) He could 
not support the amendment of his friend 
from North Wentworth because it specified 
that the office should be attached to 
another. There was no reason, however, 
to oppose the amendment of the member 
for Peterboro’, which proposed to abolish 
the office and salary altogether. (Opposi
tion cheers.)

The amendment to the amendment was 
ruled out of order.

Mr. CLARKE moved in amendment to 
the amendment that the House, while con
curring in the grant, are of opinion that the 
duties of the Clerk of the Crown in Chan
cery might be attached to some other office, 
and a saving thereby effected.

Mr. MEREDITH pointed out how in
consistent an attitude the Government side 
of the House were assuming. While the 
Premier announced that he would support 
the Opposition amendment, one of his sup
porters was prompted to move an amend
ment to that amendment, which if passed 
would shut out all further motions in the 
direction of economy in relation to the 
grant for legislation.

Mr. MOWAT said he saw no inconsist
ency in the Government supporting the 
last motion.

The House divided, and the amendment 
to the amendment was carried.

Yeas—Messrs. Appleby, Ballantyne, Baxter, Be
thune, Bishop, Bonfield, Chisholm, Clarke (Norfolk), 
Clarke (Wellington), Cole, Crooks, Currie, Deroche, 
Ferris, Finlayson, Fraser, Gibson, Graham, Grant, 
Harcourt. Hardy, Hargraft, Hay, Hunter, Lane, 
Lyon (Algoma), Lyon (Haiton), McCraney, McLaws, 
Massie, Master, Milier, Mowat, O'Donoghue, Pardee, 
Patterson, Paxton, Robinson, Ross, Sexton, Sinclair, 
Snetsinger, Springer, Watterworth, Williams, Wil
son, Wood.—47.

Nays—Messrs. Biker, Barr, Bell, Boulter, Broder, 
Brown, Calvin, Code, Coutts, Creighton, Deaeon, 
Flesher, Grange, Harkin, Kean, Lauder, Long, 
McDougall, McGowan, McMahon, Meredith, Merrick, 
Monk, Morris, Mostyn, O'Sullivan, Parkhill, Pres
ton, Richardson, Rosevear, Scott, Springer, Tooley, 
White, Widdifield, Wigle, Wills.—37.

Mr. MEREDITH said that by this vote 
the Government had shut out several 

amendments in the direction of economy 
which the Opposition had intended to move 
to the grant for legislation, among which 
were the indemnity to members.

Mr. CREIGHTON said he had a motion 
which could not be shut out as it did not 
propose a direct reduction on an item under 
this head. He moved that the following 
words be added to the resolution “and 
this House desires to call attention to the 
very rapid increase of expenditure for 
sessional writers, messengers and pages, 
with the view* of taking steps to bring 
about a decrease ; the expenditure having 
risen from $4,412 in 1871 to $8,043 in 
1878.”

Mr. CURRIE said the Government were 
not responsible for this increase, but the 
Speaker, who appointed these persons, to 
meet the orders of the House.

The amendment was lost on the follow
ing division :—

Yeas.—Messrs. Baker, Barr. Bell, Boulter,Broder, 
Brown, Calvin, Code, Coutts, Creighto i, Currie, 
Deacon, Flesher, Grange, Harkin. Kean, Lauder, 
Long, McDougall, M.Gowan, Meredith, Merrick, 
Monk, Morris, Mostyn, O’Sullivan, Parxhill, Pres
ton, Richardson, Rose ear, Scott, Snetsinger, 
Tooley, White, Wigle, Wills.—36.

Nats.—Messrs. Appleby, Ballantyne, Baxter, 
Bethune, Bishop, Bonfield, Chisholm, CUrke (Nor
folk), Clarke (Wellington), Cole, Crooks, Deroche, 
Ferns, Finlayson, Frastr, Gibson, Graham, Grant, 
Harcourt, Hardy, Hargraft, Hay, Hunter, Lane, 
Lyon (Algoma),*Lyon (Halton), McCraney, McLaws, 
McMahon, Massie, Master, Miller, Mowat O'Dono
ghue, Pardee, Patterson, Paxton, Robinson, Ross, 
Sexton, Sinclair, Springer, Striker, Watterworth, 
Williams, Wilson, Wood—48.

The grant was then concurred in.
On the grant for the Court of Chancery, 
Mr. DEACON moved that the salaries 

over §800 be reduced ten per cent.
The amendment was lost. Ayes, 34 ; 

nays, 49.
The item was then concurred in.
On the item $9,5'20, Court of Queen’s 

Bench,
Mr. LAUDER moved that the salary 

$700, Assistant Clerk of Process, be struck ' 
out, and that all salaries under this head I 
over $800 be reduced ten per cent.

The amendment was lost oa a division. 
Ayes, 34 ; nays, 48.

The item was concurred in.
On the item Court of Common Pleas,
Mr. PARKHILL moved a ten per cent, 

reduction on salaries over $800, which was 
lost on a division.

On the motion for concurring in the 
grant for Superior Judges and Court of 
Appeal,

Mr. MILLER moved that the sum $13, - 
000, allowances to the Superior Judges, be 
struck out on grounds he had advocated in 
Supply.

Mr. BAXTER moved, in amendment to 
the amendment, that all the words after 
“that ” be struck out, and the following 
substituted, “ that the House, while con
curring in the grant, see no reason to war
rant the future continuance of the allow
ance made to the Superior Judges.

Mr. MEREDITH objected to the motion 
as too general. The granting of the a low- 
ance was, in the first place, a 
mistake, and had it not been for 
the arguments advanced the other day 
by the Attorney-General in reference to 
the impropriety of cutting off the grant 
for the present judges, he would have sup
ported the motion to strike it out. As it 
was,hehadintendedto move that the burden 
should not be borne by the Province, and 
that efforts should he made by the Govern
ment to induce the Dominion to assume it 
as to the judges who now hold office, and 
that the allowance be discontinued iu the 
case of future judges. He hoped the mem
ber for Haldimand would modify his mo
tion to convey this opinion.

Mr. MOWAT defended the allowance, 
and said it was inaugurated by Mr. Sand
field Macdonald.

Mr. SCOTT thought that the Province 
should not be burdened by these judicial 
allowances, which properly fell to the share 
of the Dominion. He regretted that the 
motion of the member for Haldimand 
would prevent a discussion on this point.

Mr. CURRIE advocated the discontinu
ance of the allowance to the superior 
judges, and its distribution among the 
County Court judges.

Mr. ROSS said he had himself intended 
to move that the Dominion should be asked 
to assume this allowance.

Mr. FRASER contended that the faith 
of the Province was pledged to this allow
ance to the present judges, and therefore 
supported the amendment to the amend
ment.

The amendment to the amendment was 
then put and lost by 39 ayes to 49 naves.

Mr. CLARKE (Wellington) then moved 
as an amendment to the amendment, that 
all the words after “that” be struck out, 

and the following added to the original 
motion:—“This House is of opinion that 
the faith of the Province is pledged to the 
continuance of the allowance to the present 
judges.” "

The motion was carried by 56 yeas to 
24 nays.

Mr. MEREDITH moved that the follow
ing words be added to the original motion 
as amended :—“And that a representation 
ought to be made to the Dominion Govern
ment with the view of said allowance be
ing hereafter assumed by the Dominisn, and 
that the said allowance should not be con
tinued as to appointments hereafter made.

The motion was carried unanimously.
The item then passed.
On the vote for criminal justice, $164,000, 
Mr. MEREDITH moved that the sum of 

$4,000 for special service be reduced by 
$1,500, being salary of the Detective 
Murray.

The amendment was lost—ayeB 32, nays 
48. _______

On the item $19,067 for miscellaneous 
justice,

Mr. BARR moved that the salary $1,000 
police magistrate at Clifton be struck out.

Lost on the same division.
Mr. BOULTER moved that the salary 

of the stipendiary magistrate at Parry 
Sound be reduced from $1,800 to $1,400, 
the original amount.

Lost—ayes 29, nays 49.
The item then passed.
The House adjourned at 12.15 a.m.

Saturday, March 8.
The House met at eleven o’clock to-day, 

prayers being read by Rev. Dr. Topp.
THIRD READING.

The following bills were read a third 
time and passed :

To amend the law of Dower.—The At
torney-General.

Respecting the application of the Re
ligious Institutions Act to the Church of 
England.—Mr. Crooks.

Respecting certain property in the Town 
of Peterboro’.—Mr. Scott.

THE ASSESSMENT ACT.
The House went into committee on the 

bill to amend the Assessment Act, Mr. 
Clarke (Wellington) in the chair.

The bill was slightly amended and 
passed.

Mr. BELL moved in amendment, 
seconded by Mr. Deacon, that the 25th 
clause of the Assessment Act be and is 
hereby repealed. The clause to which he 
referred was that relating to the special 
assessment of paddocks, for no more than 
one-third of their value, and he thought it 
unfair to grant these special favours to the 
possessors of lawns and paddocks, while 
the poor men with less property had to 
pay full taxes.

Mr. CROOKS opposed the motion—con
tending that this motion was new matter, 
and should not be pressed.

Mr. MEREDITH was glad the Govern
ment had a policy on this subject. ’

Mr. CROOKS spoke for himself and not 
for the Government.

Mr. FRASER said that this was a matter 
which was general and could not be dealt 
with piecemeal, and especially so at this 
late period of the session.

Mr. SCOTT said that if they could not 
get all they asked in this respect they 
ought to accept it piecemeal, when they 
could get it.

Mr. ROSS was opposed to taking this 
matter into consideration this session.

Mr. FERRIS said that as nearly all the 
work of the assessors had been performed 
it would be unwise to take the matter up 
at present.

Mr. GRANGE contended that the same 
objection would apply next session. He was 
in favour of accepting what they could get 
piecemeal if they could not get all they 
wanted.

Mr. HARDY—My hon. friend has a 
hungry look this morning. (Laughter.)

The amendment was put and lost, and 
the bill as amended passed.

The committee rose and reported.
Ou motion to read the bill a third time,
Mr. BELL moved in amendment, 

seconded by Mr. Deacon, that the bill be 
not now read a third time, but that it be 
referred back to committee of the whole 
for the purpose of striking out the 25th 
clause, relating to the exemptions of lawns, 
paddocks, etc.

The amendment was lost on the follow
ing division, yeas 27, nays 45.

Yeas—Messrs. Barr, Bell, Boulter, Broder, Calvin, 
Code, Coutts, Creighton, Deaeon, Grange, Harkin, 
Kean, Lauder, Long, McGowan, Meredith, Monk, 
Morris, Mostyn, Parkhill, Preston, Richardson, Rose
vear, Seott, Tooley, White, Wigle—27.



fresh meat in quantities of less than one 
hundred pounds, The intention of the 
Committee was to make the quantity “ one- 
quarter” instead one hundred pounds.

The clause was amended accordingly re
ducing the quantity to one-quarter.

Mr. MEREDITH also drew attention to _ 
the 27th clause, empowering corporations _ 
to enter into contracts for lighting streets, 
etc., for five years, etc. He thought it 
prudent to strike the clause out altogether, 
as it was a dangerous principle to recognise.

Mr. CURRIE said that as Toronto was 
likely to ask for a special Act it would be 
as well to strike out the clause as sug
gested by the hon. member for London.

The clause was struck out.
Finally the Committee rose, reported 

progress, and asked leave to sit again.
GRAND JURORS.

The House went into Committee on the 
bill respecting Grand Jurors.

The bill was amended and reported. 
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.

The Attorney-General presented a mes
sage from the Lieut.-Governor submitting 
the Supplementary Estimates. The mes
sage was referred to the Committee of Sup- 
>ly' CONCURRENCE.

On the motion to concur in the grant for 
educational purposes,

Mr. CODE moved that the resolution be 
not concurred in, but that it be referred 
back to Committee of Supply to reduce the 
amount by providing for the payment of 
salaries and travelling expense of only two 
high school inspectors instead of three.

The amendment was lost on the follow- 
' ing division—yeas, 27 ; nays, 38 :—

Ybas.— Messrs. Appleby, Baker, Bell, Boulter, 
Br ider, Brown, Code, Courts, Creighton, Deacon, 
Grange, Kean, Lauder, Long, McDougall, McGowan, 
Meredith, Monk, Morris, Mostyn, Parkhill, Preston, 
Rosevear, Scott, Tooley, White, Wigle, Wills—27.

Nats.—Messrs Bishop, Bonfield, Chisholm, Clarke 
(Norfolk), Clarke (Wellington), Crooks, Currie, De- 
roehe, Ferris, Fraser, Gibson, Graham, Grant, Hardy,

Nays—Messrs. Appleby, Baker, Ballantyne, Bax
ter, Bishop, Bonfield, Chisholm, Clarke (Norfolk), 
Clarke (Wellington), Cole, Crooks, Currie, Deroche, 
Ferris, Fraser. Gibson, Graham, Grant, Harcourt, 
Hardy, Hay, Hunter, Lane, Lyon (Algoma), Lyon 
(Halton), McCraney, McLaws, McMahon, Massie, 
Master, Miller, Mowat, O’Donoghue, Pardee, Patter
son, Robinson, Ross, Sexton, Sinclair, Springer, 
Striker, Watterworth, Williams, Wills, Wilson, = 
Wood—46. =

The bill was then read a third time and 
passed.

THE PRINTING CONTRACT.
Mr. MOWAT moved the House into 

Committee of the Whole on the resolution 
respecting the contract for printing with 
Mr, Robinson, and recommending its 
adoption.

Mr. MOWAT stated that the printing 
contract was the same as the previous one, 
and, if necessary, the contract might be 
brought down.

Mr. CREIGHTON complained that the 
report of the sub-Committee on printing 
was not incorporated in the report of the 
Printing Committee, but it had been 
“burked” by the Government.

Mr. FRASER called the hon. member 
to order. He should not discuss a matter 
which was not before the House.

Mr. CREIGHTON contended that he 
was in order. He was discussing a matter 
which was not in the report, but it should 
have been. But if the hon. the Com
missioner of Public Works desired to 
choke off discussion for the purpose of pre
venting facts and figures going to the pub
lic his couduct was disgraceful. (Hear, 
hear.)

Mr. LAUDER held that the hon. mem
ber (Mr. Creighton) was quite in order, 
and should be heard. This was a matter 
which affected the whole country, and 
it should be investigated. It was a well- 
known fact that thousands of dollars be
longing to the public yet remained in the 
hands of the old printing contractor, and 
he too boldly asserted that the conduct of 
the Government was disgraceful in 
thus trying to suppress the discussion 
for the purpose of preventing the public 
learning the true facts of the case.

Mr. FRASER said that if the hon. gen
tleman desired to use strong language he 
might expect strong language in reply. 
There were other words in the English 
language quite as strong as those used by 
the hon. gentleman, and he had better be 
careful.

Mr. LAUDER-Go on sir, go on.
Mr. FRASER said the Government was 

not responsible for the delay complained of 
by the hon. member for North Grey, and 
consequently should not be blamed for the 
report of the sub committee not being in 
the report.

Mr. CREIGHTON said the Printing 
Committee had not held a meeting since 
the 18th of February until the previous 
day, and this he contended should not 
have been the case. The committee should 
have had several mentings since, but the 
object in neglecting to call it together was 
clearly to prevent facts and figures of a 
damaging character being brought down.

The resolution was adopted, and the 
Committee rose and reported the resolu
tion, which was adopted.

THE MUNICIPAL ACT.
Mr. HARDY moved the House into 

Committee of the Whole on the bill to 
amend the Assessment Act.

Mr. CREIGHTON regretted that an im
portant biil of this kind should only have 
been placed before the members the moment 
the House was going iuto committee upon 
it. Under these circumstances he washed 
his hands of the bill altogether, as he would 
not be responsible for it, members having 
no time to consider it. (Hear.)

Mr. HAY—I think we should advertise 
for a 3'JO-pound nigger to sit upon the hon. 
member. (“Order, order, order !”)

Mr. DEACON said that such unparlia
mentary language should not be allowed to 
pass unnoticed and unrebuked. When 
such language was allowed to pass un
noticed by the Government he did not 
wonder at the hasty legislation which 
characterized the House at the close of the 
session.

Mr. HAY said that instead of procuring 
a 300 lb. nigger they should have obtained 
a 500 lb. nigger to sit upon the hon. mem
ber for North Grey. (Order, order.)

Mr. LAUDER sharply rebuked the hon. 
member for such language in the Chamber, 
and he trusted that it should not be in
dulged in in future. (Hear, hear.)

The consideration of the bill was then 
proceeded with, and some discussion ensued — 
upon the various clauses. When clause 19 
was reached,

Mr. MEREDITH drew attention to the 
| proposition to grant licenses for the sale of

Hay, Hunter, Lane, Lyon (Algoma), Lyon (Halton), 
M Craney, McLaws, McMahon, Massie, Mr.sttr, 
Miller, Mowat, O’Do, oghue, Pardee, Patterson, Ro
binson, Ross, Sexton, Sinclair, Springer, Strik r, 
Watterworth, Williams, Wood—33.

The resolution was concurred in.
Upon the motion to concur in the grant 

for the Educational Depository being put,
Mr. BRODER moved in amendment 

that the item be not now concurred in, but 
that it be referred back to reduce the sal
aries of said department over 8800 by ten 
per cent.

The amendment was lost—yeas, 24; 
nays, 41.

Ykab—Messrs. Baker, Barr, Bell, Boulter, Broder, 
Code, Courts, Creighton, Deacon, Grange, Kean, 
Lauder, Long, McGowan, Meredith, Monk,Morris,Mos
tyn, Parkhill, Preston, Rosevear, Scott, White,Wigle. 
—24

Nats—Messrs. Appleby, Bishop, Bonfield, Chis
holm, Clarke (Norfolk), Clarke (Wellington), Cole, 
Crooks, Currie, Deroche, Ferris, Fraser, Gibson, 
Graham, Grant, Hardy, Hay, Hunter, Lane, Lyon 
(Algoma), Lyon (Halton), McCraney, McLaws, Mc
Mahon, Massie, Master, Miller, Mowat, O’Donoghue, 
Pardee, Patterson, Robinson, Ross, Sexton, Sinclair, 
Springer, Striker, Watterworth, Williams, Wills, 
Wood- 41.

On the motion to concur in the grant of 
$21,175 for the Education Department,

Mr. MEREDITH moved in amendment, 
seconded by Mr. Morris, that it be not now 
concurred it, but referred back to reduce 
the salary of the Minister of Education and 
Deputy Minister by $500 each, and all 
other salaries in excess of $800 by ten per 
cent.

The amendment was lost—yeas, 26 ; 
nays, 41.

Ybas—Messrs. Baker, Barr, Bell, Boulter, Broder, 
Code, Courts, Creighton, Deacon, Grange, Kean, 
Lauder, Long, McGowan, Me-edith, Monk, Morris, 
Mostyn, Parkhill, Preston, Rosevear, Scott, Tooley, 
White, Wigle. Wills—26.

Nats—Messrs. Appleby, Bishop, Bonfield, Chis
holm, Clarke (Norfolk), Clarke (Wellington), Cole, 
Crooks, Currie, Deroche, Ferris, Fraser, Gibson, 
Graham, Grant, Harcourt, Hardy, Hay, Hunter, 
Lane, Lyon (Algoma), Lyon (Halton), McCraney, 
McLaws, McMahon, Massie, Master, Miller, Mowat, 
O’Donoghue, Pardee, Patterson, Robinson, Ross, 
Sexton, Sinclair, Springer, Striker, W’atterworth, 
Williams, Wood.—41.

The motion was then concurred in.
On motion to concur in the sum of 

$104,116 for the lunatic asylum of London 
being put,

Mr. MOSTYN moved to reduce the item 
by striking out the sum of $600 for the 
third assistant physician.

The amendment was put and lost ; yeas, 
26 ; nays, 39.

The motion was then concurred in.
' On the motion to concur in the resolution 

in the item of $67,270 for the Central 
Prison, Toronto.

Dr. O’SULLIVAN moved in amendment 
to refer it back to reduce the salary of the 
Warden to $1,600.

Dr. McMAHON moved an amendment 
to the amendment, affirming the necessity 
of maintaining the Prison in the highest 
state of efficiency.

The amendment to the amendment was 
carried; yeas, 38 ; nays, 26.

The motion was declared concurred in. — 
M. GRANGE offered an amendment to — 

reduce the salary of the Superintendent of 
Institutions to $1,600.

The amendment was ruled out of order, 
the main resolution having been declared 
carried. The amendment was, however, 
ordered to be inserted iu the minutes.

On the motion to concur in the item of 
$21,060 for the school of agriculture,

Mr. WIGLE moved to reduce the salar
ies of the -President and Professor of Agri
culture to $1,6(10, and to strike out the 
item for the assistant English and resident 
master.

Mr. FERRIS moved an amendment to 
the amendment affirming the value of the 
school to the public, and deprecating a re
duction of salaries as tending to impair the 
efficiency of the college.

The amendment was carried. Yeas 41, 
nays 26.

The main resolution was then concurred 
in.

On the motion to concur in the item of 
$5,190 for the school of practical science,

Mr. MEREDITH said he intended to 
divide the House on it.

The motion was then passed on division ; 
yeas 41, nays 27.

Upon the motion being put to concur in 
the item of $27,000 for immigration,

Mr. BELL moved in amendment to re
duce the item by $12,000. He did so be
cause it was a waste of money to expend it 
in bringing immigrants out here when 
there was no employment for them.

Mr. O’DONOGHUE supported the 
amendment. He would vote to wind up 
this whole machinery, and if it were here
after desirabie to invite immigrants to come 
here the Government could do so.

Mr. McLAWS said that if the people in 
the cities were not too la.zzy they could get 
plenty of work in the country.

Mr. MORRIS moved in amendment to 
the amendment in effect that owing to the 
present condition of the labour market it 
was not desirable to expend any more than 
that was expended by the Dominion Gov
ernment in the encouragement of immigra
tion, and that the resolution be referred 
back to the Committee of Supply to reduce 
the item by $ 1 2,000.

The amendment was then put and lost. 
Yays 29, nays 39.

Mr. STRIKER then moved an amend
ment to Mr. Bell’s amendment, affirming 
that the figures showed that by economy 
on the part of the Government the cost per 
capita in bringing immigrants to the coun
try had been greatly decreased.

Mr. MEREDITH Baid that as a matter 
of fact the amendment was not true, should 
not be passed by the House’and he pro
tested against its adoption by the House.

The amendment to the amendment was 
carried. Yeas 41, nays 28.

The main motion was carried.
When the item of $73,870.44 for hospital 

and charities was reached,
Mr. MEREDITH drew attention to the 

large sum which had been improperly 
given to the House of Industry at King
ston in excess of the amount to which the 
institution was entitled by law ; and he 
read from a report of a speech delivered by 
Mr. Mackenzie that this excessive grant 
wa3 improper. He desired to say, how
ever, that if he moved against the grant to 
this institution at present his action might 
be regarded as political and this he did not 
desire when such was not the case. But 
he wished to say that if he occupied a seat 
in the House next session he would cer
tainly move to reduce the grant to the 
House of Refuge at Kingston.

Several other important items were then 
concurred in.

Mr. MEREDITH asked when it was in
tended to prorogue the House.

Mr. MOWAT said he thought that per
haps all the business could be got through 
with on Monday and the House might be 
adjourned on Tuesday.

The House adjourned at 3 o’clock.

Monday, March, 10.
The House met at 11 a.m. this morning. 

THIRD READINGS.
Mr. HARDY moved that the order for a 

third reading of his bill to amend the Jury 
Act be discharged and that the bill be re
ferred back to Committee to amend it so 
as to provide for making the law come into 
force on 1st of May, 1879. The bill was 
referred back accordingly.



Mr. ROSS moved in amendment that the 
clause relating to jury fees be amended in- 

^jreasing the said fees from §1.50 to §3 and 
from $3 to §5.

Mr. CURRIE said he was prepared to 
oppose this amendment if he were to re
main there for a week. He did not believe _ 
in increasing the fees.

The Chairman finally ruled the amend
ment proposed by Mr. Ross out of order.

The Committee then rose and reported 
the bill amended a3 instructed.

Mr. ROSS moved to refer the bill back 
again to Committee to make the amend
ment which he offered in Committee.

Mr. DEACON strongly opposed the 
amendment.

The motion was declared loSt.
On the motion for a third reading being 

put,
Mr. SCOTT moved in amendment that 

the bill be not now read a third time, but 
that it be referred back to Committee with 
instructions to apply the provisions of the 
act to larger towns.

The motion was lost on division. Yeas, 
18 ; nays, 38.

DEATH OF MR. McLEOD.
Mr. MOWAT said that before the House 

proceeded with the orders of the day he 
desired to pay a tribute of respect to the 
memory of the late Mr. McLeod, the mem
ber for Durham, who died last night at six 
o’clock. A cloud came over his hon. friend 
during the latter years of his life, but he 
would be judged by the early part of his 
career. He was a man of upright dealings, 
warm heart and kindly feelings, and had 
many friends and no enemies. His memory 
would be respected, and his decease regret
ted. Owing to the state of public business, 
it would not be possible to pay the usual 
tribute of respect to his memory by ad
journing the House.

Mr. LAUDER said their deceased friend 
was one of the few members of the House 
who entered the Assembly at Confedera
tion. During the early part of his career 
he took an active part in the proceedings of 
thia Assembly, and occupied the responsible 
position of chairman of the Public Ac
counts Committee. Of late, his failing 
health and increasing years prevented him 
from taking a prominent part in public 
business, but he enjoyed to the last the 
respect of all the members of the House, 
who would regret deeply his sudden decease.

THE SCHOOL ACT.
Mr. CROOKS moved that the school bill 

be referred back to Committee of the 
Whole to make some slight amendments. 
He also understood that his hon. friend 
from London had an amendment to offer, 
respecting the appointment of High School 
Trustees.

The bill was referred back accordingly.
Mr. MEREDITH moved in amendment 

to provide for the appointment of High 
School Trustees at the first meeting of the 
city councils in January.

Mr. HARDY thought it was as well to 
i allow the retiring councils to continue 
i making the appointments as hitherto.

The motion was finally withdrawn.
The Committee rose and reported. 
O.i the motion for a third leading, 
Air. BELL moved an amci'l’nent that the 

bill be not now read a third time but that it 
be re erred back to Committee to provide 
for applying the baln.t to Public and Separ
ate 8 bool elections.

Mr. FRASER strongly opposed apply
ing the ballot to the Separate School elec
tions, because he did not believe the support- : 
ers of such schools desired the ballot. 1

Mr. CURRIE was personally in favour 
of the ballot, but unless it were shown that 
the Roman Catholics desired the ballot, he 
could not vote for the amendment.

Air. Sinclair believed there was a stronger 
feeling among Roman Catholics in favour 
of the ballot than the House was led to 
believe and for that reason he would vote 
for the motion.

Mr. ROSS opposed it.
Mr. MILLER thought that the ballot 

should not be extended until it was shown 
that it would work better than it had 
hitherto done at the Parliamentary elec
tions.

The amendment was then put and lost. 
Yeas 8, nays 47.

Yeas—Messrs. Bell, Creighton, McDougall, Me 
Mahon, Mer.dith, Monk, Preston, Sinclair—8.

Nats—Messrs. Ballantyne, Bishop, Bonfield, Chis
holm, Clarke (Norfolk), Cole, Coutts, Crooks, Cur
rie, Deacon, Finlayson, Flesher, Fraser, Gibson, 
Graham, Harcourt, Hardy, Ha kin, Hunter, Kean, 
Lane, Lauder, Long, Lyon (Algoma), Lyon (Halton), 
McCraney, McGowan, McLaws, Massie, Master, Mil
ler, Morris, Mowat, O'Donoghue, Pardee, Patterson, 
Paxton, Kosevear, Ross, Seott, Springer, Striker, 
Watterworth, White, Widdifield, Williams, Wood- 
47.

Mr. BELL then moved in amendment 
that the bill be not now read a third time, 
but be referred back bo as to make the 
nominations and elections for Public and 
Separate schools for the City of Toronto 
take place at the same time and place, and 
by the same returning officers, and in the 
same manner as the municipal elections. 
Mr. Bell contended that he was acting 
strictly in the interests of the Roman 
Catholic supporters of Separate schools. 
He had presented a petition from Roman 
Catholics representing property in the City 
of Toronto to the large amount of two 
millions, and every Roman Catholic to 
whom he had spoken except one had urged
him to press through the bill; and he 
knew further that many of those who had 
signed the counter-petition presented to 
the House had been induced to do so against 
their will.

Mr FRASER, Mr. O’DONOGHUE and 
Mr. DEACON spoke against the amend
ment, the latter contending that the hon. 
member for West Toronto had only done 
his duty in bringing the matter up when 
requested to do so by his constituents.

Mr. MEREDITH said that this was a 
question which affected the whole country, 
and as the amendment only applied to the 
City of Toronto, he could not support it.

Mr. SINCLAIR supported the amend
ment.

The amendment was then put and lost. 
Yeas, 2 ; nays, 54.

Ybas—Messrs. Bell, Sinclair—2.
Nays—Messrs. Ballantyne, Bishop, Bonfield, 

Boulter, Chisholm, Clarke (Norfolk) Clarke (Well- 
ington), Cole, Coutts, Creighton, Crooks, Currie, 
Deacon, Finlayson, FPsher, Fraser, Gibson, Gra
ham, Harcourt, Hardy, Iiarkin, Hunter, Kean, Lane, 
Lauder, Long, Lyon (Algoma), Lyon (Halton), Mc
Craney, McGowan, McLaws, McMahon, Massie, 
Masters, Meredith, Miller, Monk, Morris, Mo a at, 
O’Donoghuo, Pardee, Patterson, Paxton, Preston, 
Rosevear, Ross, Scott, Springer, Striker, Watter- 
worth, White, Widdifield, Williams, Wood—54.

Mr. CODE moved, seconded by Mr. 
Kean, that the said bill be not now read a 
third time, but referred back to a committee 
of the whole House with instructions to 
amend sec. 32, by adding after the word 
“Government” in the tenth line the words 
“to such High school or to such Collegiate 
Institute from the Legislative grant.”

The amendment was lost on division.
The committee reported the bill, which 

was read a third time and passed.
ELECTIONS TO THE LEGISLATIVE 

ASSEMBLY.
On motion of Mr. MOWAT the House 

went into Committee again on the bill to 
make further provision s respecting elec
tions to the Legislative Assembly. The 
bill having been amended the Committee 
rose and reported.

On the motion for a third reading being 
put

Mr. CREIGHTON moved that the bill 
be not now read a third time but referred 
back again to Committee to amend it by 
providing to leave the village of Blyth in 
the West Riding of Huron for electoral 
purposes.

The amendment was lost—yeas, 18 ; 
nays, 34.

Yeas.—Messrs. Baker, Bell, Boulter, Creighton, 
Deacon, Flesher, Harkin, Kean, Lauder, McDougall, 
McGowan, Meredith, Monk, Morris, Preston, Rose
vear, Scott, White—IS.

Nays.—Messrs. Ballantyne, Bishop, Bonfield, 
Chisholm, Clarke (Norfolk), Clarke (Wellington), 
Crooks, Currie, Finlayson, Fraser, Gibson, Graham, 
Harcourt. Hardy, Hunter, Lane, Lyon (Algoma), 
Lyon (Halton), McLaws, McMahon, Massie, Master, 
Miller, Mowat, O’Donoghue, Pardee, Patterson, Ross, 
Sinclair, Striker, Watterworth, Widdifield, Williams, 
Wood-31.

The bill was then read a third time and 
passed.

The House Adjourned at one o’clock. 
Afternoon Session.

DEBENTURE DEBT OF TORONTO.
On motion of Mr. MORRIS the bidl re

specting the debenture debt of the City of 
Toronto, and for other purposes, was read 
a third time and passed.

THE MUNICIPAL ACT.
Mr. MOWAT moved the House into 

committee on the bill to amend the Muni
cipal Act.

Mr. MEREDITH drew attention to the 
danger of taking away from Police Com
missioners in cities the power of determin
ing upon the number of men to be employ
ed, the amount of salary to be paid them, 
&c., and handing this power over to the 
municipal councils. A double-headed au
thority of this kind, in his opinion, would 
not work harmoniously.

Mr. CURRIE said that in case this bill 
became law the police boards might as well 
be abolished altogether.

Mr. HARDY explained that the matter 
was fully considered, and the clause alluded 
to was carried unanimously.

The bill passed and the committee rose 
and reported.

The bill was read a third time and 
passed.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.
The House went into Committee of

Supply on the Supplementary Estimates. 
The following items passed :—

ADMINISTRATION OV JUBTICN.

Stipendiary Magistrate for Western Al
goma.........  ........................................

Stipendiary Magistrate for Northern
Nipissing................................. . ...........

Salary Sheriff, Thunder Bay...................
Constables and Gaolers in North and

West.......................................................
Salary to Clerk of County Court and 

Deputy Clerk of the Crown of Thunder 
Bay.........................................................

Matron for Gaol at Thunder Bay............
Gaoler for Lock-up at Manitowaning....

** Little Current....
EDUCATION.

Public School Inspectors, amounts unpaid 
in 1878...................................................

High Schools, for one additional............
Sub-Examiners for December Examina

tions, 1873................. . ..........................
Printing, for unpaid accounts 1878.........

AGRICULTURE AND ARTS.

Ontario School of Art (special grant)....
School of Art and Design, London..........
Additional Aid to Dairymen’s Association,

East................................................... .
Additional Aid to Dairymen’s Association, 

West.......................................................

$1,200 CO

1,200 00 
600 00

900 CO

1,50 00
100 00
200 00
200 00

098 00
50J 00

1,750 00
711 "00

00
00

500 00

500 00

5,854 00
250 CO 

l,0u0 00

600 00

4,509 00

500 00

887 00

1,500 00
River

MISCELLANEOUS.

Balance due Canada Car Company, on ac
count of purchase of property .........

Osgoods Hall—for water supply.........
North-west Boundary.............................
Widow- of the late Judge VanNorman (in

cluding allowance for Improvements 
on Government property.......................

Grant to aid in establishing a market for 
Ontario manufactures and agricultural 
products in European Foreign countries

rUBLIC INSTITUTIONS- CAPITAL ACCOUNT.

Central Prison—for broom-making mi- 
chinsry ..................................................

Institution for Blind—furniture and fur
nishings for two new class-roems, and 
industrial appliances.............................

Agricultural College — permanent im
provements—to be expended hy the 
Commissioner of Agriculture................
On the item §3,000 for Trent 

Works,
Mr. MEREDITH said that the Commis

sioner of Public Works had promised to 
visit these works and ascertain if the con
templated improvements were feasible. He 
had not paid this visit, and he asked the 
Committee, without knowing whether 
these works could be carried out, to vote 
blindly §3,000.

The item passed.
The last item, §1,000 for the Andrew 

Mercer Eye and Ear Infirmary passed with
out discussion.

The Committee rose and reported the 
items which were concurred in.

The House went into Committee of 
Ways and Means, and passed the usual 
formal resolution.

The Supply bill was then taken through 
its various stages and passed.

PRIVATE BILLS.
The bill concerning the London Junction 

railway Company was discharged, Mr. 
Sinclair, the promoter, stating that it was 
too late in the session to go on with the 
order.

Mr. MEREDITH said that this bill had 
been stopped ten days ago at the instance 
of a member of the Government, and the 
Government must be responsible.

The order for the bill to revive and 
amend the act incorporating the Ontario 
Mineral Railway Ce. was discharged.

On the order for resuming the debate on 
the second reading of bill respecting the 
Ottawa City Passenger Railway Company,

Mr. DEACON said if the order was 
pressed he should oppose the bill at every 
stage.

The order was therefore discharged. 
THE PUBLIC HEALTH.

Mr. CLARKE (Norfolk) asked whether 
it is the intention of the Government to 
introduce a bill this session respecting the 
Public Health ; and further, if it is the in
tention of the Government to establish a 
Central Board of Health, clothed with 
powers to enact by-laws relating to provin
cial protection and safety.

Mr. MOWAT said it was not the inten
tion of the Government.

QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS.
Mr. PARKHILL asked if it is the inten

tion of the Government during the present 
year to appoint any additional magistrates 
for the South Riding of Simcoe, and if so, 
in what municipality.

Mr. MOWAT said several applications 
were under consideration.

Mr. MEREDITH asked whether any
— legal proceedings have been taken against 

the Corporation of the Township of Yonge 
for the recovery of any portion of the costs 
of enforcing the Temperance Act in that



municipality ; whether it is intended to 
prosecute the proceedings, if any, which 
have been taken against the said Corpora
tion, or whether the same have been or are 
intended to be abandoned.

Mr. HARDY said that the Board of 
License Commissioners brought an action _ 
in the Division Court, as stated, but a 
verdict was given for the defendants.

Mr. CREIGHTON asked whether it is 
the. intention of the member for Centre 
Wellington to move this session the motion 
of which he gave notice on the 27th day of 
January last, for all correspondence, 
Round Robins, or other papers, filed in the 
office, or in the possession of the Attorney- 
General, respecting the increases of the ses
sional allowances of members of the House 
of Assembly during the sessions of 1873 
and 1876, and if not, why not.

Mr. CLARKE said the matter was then 
under his serious consideration, and if he 
found it advisable, he would move the reso
lution, for if so, why not ’ (Laughter.) 

MOTIONS.
The following motions passed :—
Mr. Scott—Order of the House for a re

turn, by Friday next, showing all moneys 
received, and from whom, on account of 
fines and costs in respect of convictions un
der the Temperance Act of 1861, in the 
West Riding of Peterborough, during the 
year 1878 ; also, the expenses in connec
tion with the same, and to whom paid, and 
the amounts paid to commissioners or to 
the inspector in respect of services or ex
penses during such year.

Mr. Bell—Order of the House for a mo
tion, showing the number and names of 
guards and other officials discharged from 
the Central Prison since it was first open
ed, the offence for which they were dis
missed, the names of those who were first 
dismissed and w’ere afterwards either rein
stated or transferred to other positions un
der the Government, the position to which 
they were so transferred, what sums were 
given by Government to defray the ex
penses of transferring them and their fami
lies. How many of the guards or other of
ficials have been fined, for what offence, 
what sum such fines amount to, what has 
become of the money accruing from such 
fines. The amount of money paid to dis
missed officials over and above their sal
aries, and why such moneys were so paid 
them. The number of nights the Warden 
of the prison has been absent from his 
duties, by whose order or permission, and 
how often without leave having been first 
obtained for such absence.

Mr. Paxton—Order of the House for a 
return, showing all cases in the County 
Courts which stand for judgment in the var

ious County Courts of the Province. All 
cases in the County Courts which have been 
partially heard and stand adjourned for 
further evidence or argument. All cases 
in the County Courts which have been 
argued and adjourned for judgment in the 
year 1878.

Mr. Striker—Address to the Lieutenant- 
Governor, praying that he will cause to be 
laid hefore the House all correspondence 
between the Provincial and Dominion Gov
ernments respecting legislation in confirma
tion of the award of the arbitrators settling 
the northerly and westerly boundaries of 
the Province.

Mr. Bishop—Order of the House for a 
Return, shewing the expenditure in the 
various departments and offices of the 
Government for expenses and contingencies 
for the years 1871 and 1878.

Mr. Meredith - Order of the House for 
copies of all correspondence between the 
Government or any of the departments, or 
any officer thereof with Mr. Grace, for
merly a License Commissioner for the 
South Riding of Brant, relating to the 
working of the Temperance Act of 1864 in 
that Riding, or his position as a License 
Commissioner, or his resignation thereof.

Mr. Barr—Order of the House for a re
turn showing all moneys received, and 
from whom, on account of fines and costs 
in respect of convictions under the Tem
perance Act of 1864, in the Township of 
Melancthou under said Act; in the elec
toral district of Dufferin during the year 
1878 ; also, the expense of convictions and 
to whom paid, apd the amount paid the 
Commissioners or the Inspector, in respect 
of service or expense during the year.

Mr. Barr—Order of the House for a re
turn showing the total amount of tavern 
and shop licenses granted to each of the 
municipalities of the electoral district of 
Dufferin in the year 1878; also, total 
amount of m iney’3 received from each of 

i the said municipalities for such licenses, 
| total amount received for fines, total 

amount deposited in banks, amount paid to 

treasurer ot each municipality, expenses of 
Commissioners and Inspector’s salary or 
fees, balance remaining, if any, to the 
credit of license fund for said electoral dis
trict.

Mr. Deroche—Order of the House for a _ 
return of all correspondence between the 
Department of Public Works and the 
Municipalities of Portland and Camden 
relative to the drainage of the drowned 
lands in said municipalities ; also, the cor
respondence (if any) between the said de
partment and “ The Napanee River Im
provement Company.”

PUBLIC BILLS.
The following bills passed :—
To amend the Act respecting the income 

and property of the University of Toronto, 
University College and Upper Canada Col
lege.—Mr. Scott.

To amend the Act respecting the fees of 
counsel and other officers in the Adminis
tration of Justice.—Mr. Sexton.

To amend the Act relating to coroners.— 
Mr. Monk.

The motion for the second reading of Mr. 
Miller’s bill to amend the Free Grant and 
Homestead Act was lost on a division, 
Messrs. Miller and Paxton being the only 
ayes.

The bill to amend the law for the protec
tion of game and fur-bearing animals, was 
amended in committee.

The bill respecting the office of sheriff 
was amended and read a third time in com
mittee.

The House adjourned till 2 p.m, to-mor- i 
I row. |

March 12tli.
The Speaker took the chair at 2.30 p.m. 

RETURNS.
Mr. HARDY brought down the Public 

Accounts for 1878 ; also a return of cor
respondence ordered by the House between 
the Provincial Secretary and the Ottawa 
Government respecting legislation in regard 
to the award of the arbitrators respecting 
the northern and western boundaries ; also 
correspondence between the Government 
and Joseph Grail, formerly a license in
spector for the South Riding of Brant, re
lating to the working of the Temperance 
Act of 1864 in that riding, his position 
as a license inspector, and his resignation 
thereof.

The Speaker then left the chair. 
PROROGATION.

At three o’clock His Honour the Lieuten
ant-Governor came down in State to the 
House for the purpose of proroguing it. 
His Honour was escorted by the 
Governor-General’s Body Guard, and 
received on arrival by a guard of 
honour furnished by the Tenth Royals, 
under command of Captain Thompson. The 
galleries were well filled by spectators, and 
on the floor of the House were his Grace 
Archbishop Lynch, Vicar-General Bruyfere, 
Rev. Father Rooney, Rev. Dr. Topp, B. 
Homer Dixon, Consul-General for the 
Netherlands, Vice-Chancellor Proudfoot, 
the Mayor of Toronto, F. C. Capreol.

As his Honour entered the Chamber, ac
companied by his A. D. 0., Capt. Grant, 
the band of the Tenth Royals struck up the 
National Anthem, and the Toronto Field 
Battery fired a salute.

His Honour, having taken his seat, as
sented in her Majesty’s name to the follow
ing bills :—

Act respecting Billing’s bridge, and to 
legalize the conveyance thereof to the Ot
tawa and Gloucester Road Company.

Act to consolidate the debt of the County 
of Middlesex.

Act respecting an agreement entered into 
between the City of Brantford and the 
Grand Trunk Railway Company.

Act relating to the Toronto General Hos
pital.

Act to legalize certain by-laws of the 
City of St. Catharines, and to amend the 
several Acts relating to the water works of 
said city.

Act to incorporate the Brantford Street 
Railway Company.

Act respecting the Grand Junction Rail
way Company.

Act respecting the Water Works of the 
City of Ottawa.

Act respecting the Yorkville Loop Line 
Railway Company.

Act respecting the Brookville Mutual 
Building Society.

Act respecting certain dams on Beaver 
creek, and other streams in the Counties of 
Hastings and Addington.

Act to incorporate the Lake Scugog 
Marsh Lands Draining Company.

Act respecting the public burial ground 
in the Town of Guelph. _

Act to incorporate the City of Guelph.
Act respecting the property of the Con

gregation of St. Mary’s Roman Catholic 
Church, Almonte.

Act to incorporate the Town of Mount 
Forest.

Act to amend the Act incorporating the 
Hamilton and Dundas Street Railway Com-' 
pany.

Act respecting the Leamington, Comber 
and Lake St. Clair Railway Company.

Act respecting the Stratford and Huron 
Railway Company.

Act to amend the boundary lines of the 
Town of Ingersoll. t '

Act relating to the Hamilton and North- 
Western Railway Company.

Act to incorporate the Windsor and 
Essex-Centre Railway Company.

Act respecting certain property in the 
Town of Peterborough, and to amend an 
Act respecting the Toronto and Ottawa 
Railway Company.

Act respecting the Victoria College at 
Cobourg.

Act to give further powers to the Petrolia 
Crude Oil and Tanking Company.

Act to empower the trustees under a 
deed by Thomas Keenan to sell certain 
lands.

Act respecting the Lake Simcoe Junction 
Railway Company.

Act to extend the limits of the Town of 
Walkerton.

Act to provide for the division of the 
Township of Colchester.

Act respecting water works for the Town 
of Guelph.

Act to amend the Act incorporating the 
St. Joseph Union Society of the City of 

I Ottawa.
Act respecting the Belleville and North 

Hastings Railway Company.
Act to incorporate the Grey and Walker

ton Railway Company.
Act to incorporate the Prudential Life 

Assurance Company of Ontario.
Act respecting the Walkerton School 

Lands.
Act respecting the Georgian Bay and 

Wellington Railway Company.
Act respecting the Whitby, Port Perry 

and Lindsay Railway Company.
Act respecting the Whitby and Bobcay- 

geon Railway Extension Company.
Act respecting the Township of Harvey, 

in the County of Peterborough.
Act to amend the Acts respecting the 

Consumers’ Gas Company of Toronto.
Act to incorporate the Ontario Central 

Railway Company.
Act to authorize the sale of certain lands 

in the Village of London East, heretofore 
known as the Methodist Cemetery.

Act to incorporate the Ontario Veterin
ary Association.

Act to incorporate the Waterloo, Wel
lington and Georgian Bay Railway Com
pany.

Act to extend the powers of the Hand- 
in-Hand Mutual Fire Insurance Company.

Act to legalize a certain by-law of the 
Town of Strathroy.

Act to incorporate the Industrial Exhi
bition Association of Toronto.

Act to incorporate the Snowdon Branch 
railway.

Act to legalize certain by-laws and de
bentures of the County of Kent in aid of 
the Huron and Erie Railway Company.

Act for the relief of the Barton and Glan- 
ford Road Company.

Act respecting the Municipality of 
Sliuniah.

Act to amend an Act to authorize the 
churchwardens of St. James’ church, To
ronto, to issue debentures.

Act to further amend the Acts incorpora
ting the Hamilton Gas Light Company.

Act to amend the Acts relating to the 
Brantford, Norfolk and Port Burwell Rail
way Company.

Act relating to the incorporation of the 
Village of Tiverton.

Act respecting the debenture debt, and 
other property of the City of Toronto.

Act to incorporate the Poultry Associa
tion of Ontario.

Act respecting the Andrew Mercer Refor
matory for Females.

Act to extend the power of gas com
panies.

Act to amend the Building Societies Act.
Act to amend the Act respecting the fees 

of counsel and other officers in the Admin
istration of Justice.

Act respecting Public, Separate, and High 
Schools.

Act to extend the right of taking the 
security of Guarantee Companies.

Act to authorize the issuing of scrip for 
railway grants in certain cases.



Act respecting the northerly and westerly 
boundaries of Ontario.

Act to amend the Jurors’ Act.
Act to amend the Act respecting the in

come and property of the University of To
ronto, University College, and Upper Can- " 
ada College.

Act respecting investments in Trust 
Funds.

Act to authorize certain variations in 
deeds to Trustees of Religious Societies.

Act respecting the power of Mechanics’ 
Institutes and Library Associations to deal 
with their real estate.

Act to amend the Act relating to Cor
oners.

Act to make further provisions respect
ing Elections to the Legislative Assembly.

Act to give to Mortgagees certain powers 
now commonly inserted in mortgages.

Act for the protection of Plum and 
Cherry Trees.

Act to amend the law as to the Limita
tion of Actions.

Act respecting the Registration of 
Deaths.

Act respecting payments under the Mu
nicipal Loan Fund system, where Indians 
are interested.

Act to authorize investments in Munici
pal Debentures issued in aid of Stone or 
Timber Drainage.

Act to amend the Railway Act of On
tario.

Act to amend the Agriculture and Arts 
Act.

Act to amend the Municipal Law.
Act for the Administration of Justice 

in the northerly and westerly parts of 
Ontario.

Act to make certain provisions respect
ing the Practice of the Courts.

Act for the further investment of public 
money in Municipal Drainage Deben
tures.

Act to establish an Industrial Refuge for 
Girls.

Act to amend the Assessment Act.
Act to make further provisions respect

ing Voters’ Lists.
Act respecting Steam and Heating Com

panies.
Act to provide for the inspection of In

surance Companies.
Act respecting the application of the Re

ligious Institutions Act to the Church of 
England.

Act respecting the office of Sheriff.
Act to amend the Law of Dower.
Act to extend the Act respecting the

Heir, Devisee and Assignee Commission. 
Act respecting Grand Juries.
Mr. SPEAKER then said :— 

for womon, and establishing an Industrial 
refuge for girls, will, I trust, under the 
Divine blessing, be the means of accom
plishing much good, and of preserving many 
from a career of crime and misery.

The further aid which you have decided 
on granting for drainage purposes, and your 
amendments of the Drainage Acts, will 
give an additional encouragement to this 
important branch of local improvements.

The measure authoiising my Government 
to appoint an Inspector of fire insurance 
companies, while it will Dot create any new 
charge upon the public treasury, will give 
increased confidence to insurers, and prove 
beneficial to the institutions thus subjected 
to supervision.

The Act to enable gas companies to adopt 
the new discoveries of science for the sup
ply of artificial light, and the Act to facili
tate the incorporation of steam heating 
companies, are in accordance with the pro
gressive demands of the times, and may in 
an economic sense, prove most valuable to 
the pubic.

I have been happy to give my assent to 
measures for the further improvement of 
the School Law, for the amendment of the 
Election Laws in the light of the most re
cent experience of their operation, and to 
numerous other reforms.

I thank you for the supplies which you 
have voted for the service of the year. 
They will be applied with the most careful 
regard to economy consistent with the pub
lic requirements.

In bringing to a close : > is last session of 
your Parliamentary term, 1 pray that an 
all-wise Providence may so direct the 
minds of the people as to cause them to 
send as their representati --es in the next 
Legislative Assembly, m n as patriotically 
and honestly disposed to advance the best 
interests of their country as those who have 
hitherto filled that responsible and impor- 
taiit position.

The Honourable Mr. Hardy, Provincial 
Secretary, then said : —
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Legisla

tive Assembly : —
It is the Lieutenant-Governor’s will and 

pleasure that this Legislative Assembly be 
prorogued; and this Legislative Assembly 
is accordingly prorogued.

His Honour then left the Chamber.

May it please your Excellency :
We, her Majesty’s most dutiful and 

faithful subjects, the Legislative Assembly 
of the Province of Ontario, in session as
sembled, approach your Honour at the 
close of our labours with sentiments of un
feigned devotion and loyalty to her Majes
ty’s person and Government, and humbly 
beg to present for your Honour’s acceptance 
a bill intituled “An Act for granting 
to her Majesty certain sums of 
money to defray the the expenses of 
Civil Government for the year 1879, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned,” 
thus placing at the disposal of the Crown 
the means by which the Government can 
be made efficient for the service and wel
fare of the Province.

To this Bill, the Clerk of the Legislative 
Assembly, by command of the Lieutenant- 
Governor did say :—

“ The Lieutenant-Governor doth thank 
her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, 
accept their benevolence, and assent to 
this bill in her Majesty’s name.

The Lieutenant-Governor was then 
pleased to deliver the following Speech :— 
Gentlemen of the Legisla tive Assembly :

In relieving you from further attendance 
upon your legislative duties, I have to 
thank you for you assiduous attention to 
the public business, and for the useful and 
practical results of your labours.

The large number of private bills which 
have received your consideration, have en
tailed upon you work of a very arduous 
character, and demanding the closest and 
most pains-taking attention.

I am happy to observe that, besides 
formally confirming the award of the arbi
trators appointed to determine the norther
ly and westerly boundaries of the Province 
of Ontario, you have also provided for the 
administration of justice in the extensive 
territory over which the jurisdiction of my 
Government is now declared to extend.

The measures which you have passed pro
viding for the regulation of the Reformatory

1
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