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The Duke of Newcastle Desires Your Attention
2003 What a year for disguises! First 

I was the Duke of Newcastle at the So
ciety fund-raiser in November, then I 
showed up in my pinstriped overalls as 
Piston Steamwhistle, retired railway en
gineer, at the celebration of Belleville’s 
125th anniversary.

But the most demanding role as presi
dent was to pretend all year long that I 
knew what I was doing. I live in perma
nent fear that someone will discover I 
never went to President’s School.

It was a lively and active year, with 
spring and fall bus tours helping mem

bers and non-members alike become 
acquainted with central Hastings and 
some of the county’s ghost towns. The 
November fund-raising dinner and auc
tion netted us around $4,000. Next year 
we will likely move to a different era, 
meaning you probably won’t see Mack
enzie Bowell and Billa Flint again.

Our biggest serious challenge of the 
year was charting a course toward find
ing a suitable location for our archives. 
In the fall I made a presentation to the 
public meeting sponsored by the Bel
leville public library steering committee

and outlined our desire for inclusion in 
the new library building. I was encour
aged by the positive response I received 
from some members of that committee 
after the presentation.

I will be reporting on this and other 
events at our annual meeting on Tues
day, January 20, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Quinte Living Centre. We will also be 
electing directors for the board. I hope 
we will have a large turnout for the ex
cellent cake and coffee.

Orland French, president

Placing the Archives in the New Library Building
A proposal from the Hastings County Historical Society
Summary

This is a proposal from the Hastings 
County Historical Society to establish the 
Society’s archives in the building to be oc
cupied by the new public library.
History of the archives 

The Society has been building its archives 
since its establishment nearly 50 years ago.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, January 20, 

2004
Guest Speaker
Gerald Pratley

Topic
Canadian film history

Refreshments
Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 

Monthly meetings are 
held in the Auditorium of the 

Quinte Living Centre 
370 Front Street, Belleville

For many years the Society’s archival 
holdings were housed in the Belleville 
Public Library. Plans for the Canadiana 
Room were enlarged before construction 
of the Reference Wing specifically so 
that the Society’s materials could be ac
commodated. At the library’s request, the 
Society’s materials were removed from the 
library in the fall of 2002 in anticipation of 
a move to the Quinte Cultural Centre.
Our current status

Currently, the Society keeps its archives 
in two locations: the paper files and some 
photographs are stored in the former 
Thurlow Township hall in Cannifton, now 
called the Hastings Heritage Centre. This 
includes all the files that used to be in the 
Canadiana room. Most of the Society’s 
photo files are stored on the third floor of 
Glanmore National Historic Site. Much of 
the Society’s map cdllection is housed on 
the fourth floor of Glanmore.

Our facilities are inadequate and inap
propriate. The staff at Glanmore has asked 
us to move our photo files, as the space is 
needed for the museum’s own operations. 
However, the environment in the old Thur
low Township hall in Cannifton is hardly 
of archival quality. It is difficult to main
tain appropriate humidity and temperature 
levels and the building is home to mice, 
bats and voles.

Recognizing the inadequacy of the cur
rent building, the Society has been search

ing for a new home for some time. We had 
planned to be part of the Quinte Cultural 
Centre until that project collapsed. 
Contents of the archives

The question of archival storage might 
be part of a larger question in the keeping 
of city records. At the moment, the City of 
Belleville is storing some of its records in 
the same building, subject to the same con
ditions listed above. Since storage of some 
of the files appears to be unnecessary, per
haps the City should investigate the pos
sibility of engaging a skilled archivist and 
records manager who could run a proper 
archives to suit the needs of both the His
torical Society and the City. This is the 
case in other cities, such as in Stratford. 
Our proposal

The Society feels that the archives should 
be in a more central accessible location. 
While the archives are the property of the 
Society, they are also part of the public re
cord of Hastings County and Belleville and 
should be as accessible as possible while 
being kept in a secure location. The Soci
ety also feels that greater accessibility and 
security would encourage the donation of 
private collections of historically signifi
cant documents to the archives.

The Society does not ask that its archives 
be administered by the Belleville Public 
Library, nor does it seek to acquire any of 
the space which would be allotted to the 
Continued on page 2.



Archives proposal
Continued from page 1.
library. Rather, it seeks additional space
within the library building. We estimate
we would require about 2,000 square feet
for archival storage and an adequate work
area.

An example of this arrangement can 
be found at the C. Gordon King Centre 
in Cobourg. This is a fairly new facility, 
built in 1995, in which the archives of The 
Cobourg and District Historical Society 
are contained in a room near, but separate 
from, the main library. The Society main
tains its own archives, records and a few 
artifacts in this room. Access is gained 
to the archives from the lobby inside the 
building. The library, which operates the 
building, receives a grant from the town 
for maintenance and utilities.
Library location

As a public facility, a library should be 
placed in a centra] location which is easily 
accessible. Libraries, and archives, attract 
a number of out-of-town visitors. Tourists, 
vacationers and other visitors use local 
libraries to learn more about the commu

nity. They may use Internet computers to 
check their e-mail. The Society’s archives 
draw a number of researchers every year 
from out-of-town, and these people would 
be more likely to spend their time and dol
lars in Belleville if the archives and the 
library were in a central location. Having 
the archives in a central location would 
also be more convenient for our volunteer 
staff and could enable the Society to open 
the archives more frequently to the public. 
Summary

Our position is that the archives of the 
Society merit placement in a more ac
cessible and secure location and a more 
appropriate environment. The new library 
building is a natural location for achieving 
these goals. We look forward to further 
negotiations towards the inclusion of the 
archives in this important public project. 

Presented by Orland French 
President, *
Hastings County Historical Society 
November 27, 2003
To the Belleville Library Location Com

mittee

Don’t forget 
Our February 
meeting will 
be held on 
Heritage 

Day Monday, 
February 16.
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Membership form
Please complete this form, or a photocopy of the form if you wish to save your 

newsletter, and bring it with your payment to the Society’s next general meeting (third 
Tuesday of each month except June July, August and December), or send it by mail to the

Hastings County Historical Society, 154 Cannifton Road North,
General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario K0K 1K0

Name

Address

City Postal Code

Membership Categories 
Individual $ 20

I also enclose a donation of $ 
toward the work of the Society

Family $ 25 The Hastings County Historical Society
Senior/Student $ 15 is a registered charity.
Senior Family $ 20 Official receipts for Income Tax purposes
Life Member $150 will be forwarded to you with your mem-
Corporate Sponsor $ 50 bership card
Organization $ 20



Join the board and get your picture in Outlook
If you read the business pages of major 

newspapers, you are probably familiar 
with those little portraits dangling from 
the top of the page, announcing appoint
ments to various boards of directors.

Here’s your chance for a similar portrait 
in Outlook. On January 20, let your name 
stand for election to the board of directors 
of the Hastings County Historical Society. 
If you’re elected -  and there’s an excellent 
chance you will be -  we’ll hang your pic
ture from the top of the page.

You see, we need your help to run the 
Society,

Some directors would like to retire; in 
addition, we haven’t had a vice-president

for two years. There is a place for you! If 
you have new ideas, new energy and new 
wisdom to add to the board of directors, 
please consider offering to serve. Just 
call me, Orland French, at 969-8354, or 
past-president Hazel Shaw at 969-1900, 
to put forth your name to the nominating 
committee. If you know of someone who 
would like to serve but is too modest to 
speak up, give us a tip. Or nominate some
one at the annual meeting on Tuesday, 
January 20.

Over the past couple of years, we’ve had 
some delightful experiences exploring 
history in Hastings. We’ve had bus tours, 
fund-raising dinners and some really nifty

speakers who brought their stories to us. 
We have other wonderful ideas too: creat
ing a web site, broadening our education 
program, helping establishing a small 
society in North Hastings, publishing new 
material and finding a new home for our 
archives.

But we need your help on the board to 
do this.

You may think the current executive is 
cemented in place for life, but we’re not! 
Some of us would really like to become 
history!

Orland French, president

The Hastings County Historical Society’s November program featured 
members of the board impersonating various local “historical figures” to 
tell the story of Belleville’s 125th anniversary. On hand to cut the cake 
was Belleville Mayor George Zegouras. From left to right are Bill Hunt, 
Doug Knutson, Hazel Shaw, HCHS President Orland French (aka Pis
ton Steamwhistle), Mayor Zegouras, Elizabeth Mitchell, Gerry Boyce 
and Jackie Simpson.

Condolences
The Hastings County Historical Society sadly 
announces the passing of several members. Joan 
Butler initiated and served as editor of Quinte 
Women o f Distinction', Corinne Musgrove was a 
member for many years in the 1960s and 1970s; 
and Janet Hoyer a former member of the executive 
in the 1980s who headed the education committee. 
Janet’s father, Frank Walkling, passed away only 
in March of 2003. Our sympathies go out to the 
families

Workshops continue
The next workshop at the 

Hastings heritage Centre will 
be held Monday, January 19.

Workshops will continue every 
second Monday thereafter 

and will be held weekly 
during the summer months.



Heritage Day Open House
Monday, February 16, 2004, 1 to 4 p.m. Join us at Glanmore 
National Historic Site’s Annual Heritage Day Open House. 
Free Admission. Tour the museum, explore the museum’s 
two new exhibit areas and enjoy light refreshments. Spe
cial Heritage Day Tour: Discover what life was like for the 
servants who worked at Glanmore at the turn of the century 
with a guided tour at 1:30 or 2:45 p.m. Learn about the story 
of Nellie Bowden, a Bamardo child who worked as a maid 
at Glanmore from 1901 to 1905. Learn about the typical 
work day, try out a working speaking tube, use the servants 
staircase and more!

Art Extravaganza 
Education Program
Students visiting Glanmore in February will be sure to beat 
the winter blues with Glanmore’s popular visual arts program! 
During the program students tour Glanmore to identify different 
styles of paintings including portraits, still life, landscapres and 
vignettes. The students really enjoy looking more closely at the 
artwork. They are challenged to become detectives and search for 
hidden details in paintings from the Couldery, Sawyer and Glan
more collections on display throughout the museum.
A popular part of the program is when students actu
ally pose for a portrait. Students dress up in costumes, 
consider details of their pose and step behind a large 
gilt frame to pose for a photographic portrait. Many of 
their poses are inspired by the portraits they have seen 
in the museum. According to Melissa Wakeling, Edu
cation Coordinator, “After participating in a similar 
program last year, students returned with their parents 
to give them their own guided tour of the art work on 
display. It is very rewarding to see students excited 
and interested in the art in the museum!” There is still 
some limited space available for the Art Extravaganza 
program which is suitable for grades 2 to 5. Contact 
Melissa Wakeling, Education Coordinator at Glan
more to reserve a class visit today ((613) 962-2329.

LANMORE
National Historic Site

257 Bridge Street East, 
Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 

(613) 962-2329

National Heritage Week
Heritage Week is February 15 to 21, 2004. 

This year Heritage Week honours the 
Our Military Heritage Sites and Build

ings. Find out how heritage week is 
being celebrated across the province at 
<www.ontariotravel.net>. The Heritage 

Canada Foundation has developed a poster 
and an accompanying Teacher’s Guide on 

this theme. The Teacher’s Guide provides a 
basic understanding of how various military 

structures have served Canada’s defence 
needs over the centuries and offers class

room exercises, suggested readings and web 
site links.

Guides and posters are available free of 
charge from the Heritage Canada Founda
tion in limited quantities to teachers, youth 

leaders, and heritage organizations. To order 
Heritage Canada Posters and guides contact 

Camille Corteau at (613) 237-1066 or by 
e-mail: ccroteau@heritagecanada.org.

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office in Cannifton. 
Please address mail to General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario KOK1KO 

Outlook is published in January, February, March, April, May, September, 
October and November for the friends and members of 

the Hastings County Historical Society 
It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.

Anyone wishing to submit articles o r information may contact the editor at 
613-395-3022, a  E-mail lewzan @ reach.net 

Thankyouto The Community Press lo r its assistance.
PLEASE NOTE!

The Deadline for the February 2004 issue is January 20,2004
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