
St. Mark's History

Prior to the building of St Mark’s, the Anglicans of Mill Point, former name of Deseronto, met at 
the old “Union Church” on Mill Street Between 1876 - 1881 services were held semi-monthly at 
7.30 in the Union Church. On December 1st 1876 the congregation welcomed the Rev. E H M 
Baker, who had been appointed by the Bishop to be in charge of the pastrol work in Deseronto 
Members of the congregation asked Rev. Baker if he would name the church for Deseronto, so he 
named it St. Mark’s after the church in which he was ordained (please note the church hasn’t been 
built yet, and they have a name for it!?!). A year later after urging the congregation, from the Lord 
Bishop of Ontario, Bishop Lewis, to consider building their own church, and during the winter the 
congregation drew in from the quarry on their sleighs the stone with which to build St Mark’s. 
Between the years of 1878 and 1880 the comer stone was laid. By 1881, the services were being held 
in the lower level of the church while construction of the main Nave progressed. As soon as the Nave 
was completed, work began on the building of the Chancel and the erection of the tower By 1888, 
the church as we know it today was completed

The following are articles from The Deseronto Tribune:

September 23, 188\^

The first service was held in the upper part of St. Mark’s Church last Sunday, Sept 18 Rev. Rural 
Dean Stanton read the service and preached an interesting discourse, taking as his text Matt. 18 chap 
And 19th verse. There was a good congregation present and the rite of baptism was administered, 
a child of Mr. r. Bowen’s being the first baptized in this part of the Church
Rev. G. A. Anderson, of Christ Church, Tyendinega reserve, preached to a large congregation in the 
evening.
At the morning service the Rector congratulated the people on the success which had hither to 
crowned their efforts, and hoped the happy circumstances in which they found themselves that day 
would incite all to labour for the completion of the sacred edifice. He also announced that the formal 
opening of the church would take place on Sunday, October 2nd and that Canon Carey, of Kingston, 
would preach on that occasion.

Friday, August 31, 1888

The work of completing the edifice of St Mark's Church is rapidly progressing. Workmen are busy 
building the chancel and vestry which is 19x36 feet. The present tower will be raised about 30 feet 
and other improvements effective The bell has been ordered and is now ready for shipment The 
whole work will be done by the 15th of November Mr Joshua Lang, of Belleville is the contractor 
for the masonry and plastering. Robert and Andrew Magee of Deseronto have the contract for the 
carpentry, painting and glazing. The whole work will be under the supervision of the architect Mr 
Thomas Hanley, of Belleville

My research on St. Mark’s History' is far from over There is so much history in this building If you 
have a chance look on the north wall there is a plaque dedicated to George Field, who did most of 
the work in the church The Pulpit is dedicated to the Rev. Stanton, the first rector of St. Mark’s 
and the three stain glass windows above the altar were erected by A. Stanton, the Rector’s wife..
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Rev. E.H.M. Baker
Priest at old Union Church







Rev. Kenneth Blachford with 
Arthur Allen and. Chris Batt and ?

1951 - 1955



Rev. Soutte? 
1959 - 1963
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Rev. Frank Bell with Dave and 
Jean Johnson

Rev. Jack Fletcher with Bishop 
Creegan at Holy Trinity, 
Shannonville 1975-1982



Rev. Jack Fletcher with Bible 
Study Group: Joan Claus, Lorraine 
Elmy, Helen Parker, Diane
Sergeant, Georgina Gilbert, and 
Ruby Kells



THE PARISH 0F DESERONTO

Members of the Churchcf EnSland who had been holding 
Services for some time in the ,Union Chappel" met on Dec. 1st, 
1876, to welcome the Rev E I1' M’ Baker’ who had been ap
pointed by the Bishop to be in clarSe of 11,6 Pastoral work in 

eseronto.

The members asked Mr, Baker if he would name the 
Church for Deseronto, and Mr Baker replied that he would like 
to name it after the Church in which he had been ordained - and 
so it was called St. Mark’s.

The following year, Mi. Baker reported that the Bishop 
urged the members to consider building their Church, and during 
the winter the members drew in from the quarry on their sleighs 
the stone with which to build the Church,

In 1878, it was decided to begin the construction of the 
new Church and the work begin. By 1881, the Services were 
being held in the basement of the Church while construction of 
the main Nave progressed. As soon as the Nave was completed, 
work began on the buiWlne of the and the erection of a-
tower. By 1888, the vao]e building programme was completed 
and the congregation ^ere ab/le to enjoy their completed Church, 
adequately furni throaghjout.

several AT 78 yTars’ St” Mark's has been served by
Rectors TTo^a and assistiant ministers as well as its eight 
Rectors Those who have served as Rectors are as follows:
1883 - 1898 Rev.
1898 - 1907 Rev.
1907 - 1908 Rev.
1908 - 1909 Rev
1909 - 1913 Rev.
1913 - 1946 Rev.
fc46 - 1951 Rev.Ki - Rev,

B-

Thomas Jitanton, B. A. 
Edward Costigan 
Frederic < T. Dibb

A.T- J- O’Connor-Fenton, M 
B. N. dejEoe Wagner 
Canon CL E. S. Radcliffe, B C L 
Canon William E. Kidd, M. C.,° M. A., D D 
Kenneth ।F. Blachford, B. A. . L. Th.
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Rev. K. F. Blachfo;.d> g A,, L.Th.
Rectc)r’

Delbert F. Harvey and Sigurd Wessman 
Churchwardens

D. F. Harvey, A. J. Brim and G. W. D. Provins 
Lay-Delegates to Diocesan Synod

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS

The Church School - each Sunday at 10 a.m. 
Supt. - the Rector

The Sanctuarv Guild
Director - the Rector \ /

The Woman's Auxiliary la^Tres of mo^ at 3 p m 
Pres. - Mrs Newton Thomas?

The Junior W. A, - each Monday at 4\p m 
Leader - Mrs. K. F, Blachfolrd

The Little Helpers of the W, A, - ann 
Leader - Mrs. S Wessrian a

ually in Octob~ 
nd Mrs D> tc.r

The Ladies Guild - first Thursday of month ar 3 p m, 
Pres, - Mrs Edwin Harvey

The Evening Guild - 2nd and 4th Mondays at 8:15 p.m
Pres. - Mrs. Charles Gray 

The Men's Service Club - at the Call of the Chair
Pres. - Mr. Thomas Bowen

The Teen-agers Club (W. S. F. )-■ 2nd and 4th Thurs. a. 7.o'
Leader - the Rector



St. Mark s Cruild

The Following are excerpts from The Deseronto Tribune

Friday, February 11, 1887

A new organization, to be known as the St. Mark’s Guild, will be formed in connection with the 
congregation of St. Mark’s Church It will be subdivided into different branches for the purposes of 
mutual aid, promotion of temperance and literary improvement respectively.

Friday, February 18. 1887

A large number of the members of St. Mark’s congregation met on Wednesday evening in the 
basement of the Church for the purpose of establishing a guild in connection with the congregation 
Rev R. Atkinson, in the absence of the Rector, took the chair and explained the objects and aims of 
the proposed society. It was then unanimously decided by those present to organize a guild. The 
following persons were elected officers for the current quarter:- E.S. Pooler, President; Mrs. John 
McCullough, Vice President; George Evans, Sec’y.; E.A Rixen, Treas. The following constitute the 
general committee:- Mrs. Stanton, Mrs. A. Dryden, Mrs. S. B Bowen, Miss Gault and Messrs. W.G. 
Egar, J. Cartwright, M. Oliver, J Sexsmith and E. Wilson. The first general meeting of the guild will 
be held on Saturday evening, February 26th. At 8 o’clock, in the basement of the Church A full 
meeting of the members and the congregation is requested

Friday, March 11, 1887

Service was held in St. Mark’s Church on Wednesday evening in connection with the inauguration 
of St. Mark’s Guild Despite the wretched weather, there was a very large attendance. There was 
a full evening service which was read by Rev. Robert Atkinson. Rural Dean Stanton preached an 
excellent practical sermon in which he gave some interesting information concerning the origin and 
function of guilds. A business meeting of the Guild was subsequently held when forty ladies and 
gentlemen signed their names to the roll Committees were appointed: the following are the officers 
of the *Ladies Aid Branch - President, Mrs. Stanton; Sec’y. Miss Gault; Treas Miss Oliver; 
Committee, Mesdames Egar, Morrison, M.C. Hamilton, Hoppes and Langdon and the Misses Purnell, 
M. Pile and E. Stuart The following are the officers of the Literary Branch - President, Mr. F. C. 
Whitton; Secretary and Editor of (The Parish Magazine), Rev. Robert Atkinson; Treas. Mrs. Edward 
Wilson; Committee, Messrs. TH. Nasmith, T. P. Keeler, H R Bedford, G. E. Field, M. C. Hamilton, 
R N. Irvine, Thomas Naylor and Miss Mille Anderson The regular meetings of the Guild will be 
held on the second and fourth Fridays of each month The next general meeting of the Guild will be 
held on Friday evening, March 25th.

* now known as the A C W. Anglican Church Women 
() now known as the Dioscesan Paper, The Dialogue 
Ves it originated from St. Mark’s, Deseronto



Friday, March 25, 1887

At a general meeting of the Guild of St. Mark’s Church held on Monday evening, it was resolved to 
proceed at once to complete the upper part of the Church. An influential building committee was 
appointed to make the necessary arrangements. The members of this committee are Rural dean 
Stanton, Rev. Robert Atkinson, and Messrs. G.E. Field, M. Oliver, J. Me Cullaough, Edward Wilson 
and E. A. Rixen. Building operations will be proceeded with forthwith. An effort will also be made 
at once to raise funds to complete the Chancel.

Friday, April 29, 1887

At a regular meeting of St. Mark’s Guild held last Friday evening a Temperance Branch was 
organized with the following officers:- Mr. Joseph Cartwright, President; Mis Millie Anderson, Sec’y; 
Mrs. E. A.Rixen, Treas.; Mrs. Sophy Anderson, Pigden, Morrison and Tait and Messrs. F. C. 
Whitton and John Symons Committee. Rev. John Atkinson read a very interesting essay on “The Life 
and Writings of Pope”. The Guild is exercising a very beneficial influence on congregational work.

I had a difficult time understanding the word guild. So, I looked it up in the dictionary. The word 
guild means an association for mutual aid and the promotion of common interests. I feel St. Mark’s 
has always tried to do this. I feel the guild is still very active in the Church but we don’t use the name 
anymore. I feel that it is best summed up this way.
Picture this: The Church are the roots of a tree. The guild is the trunk. The committees are the 
branches and the leaves are the people who are apart of the committees.

Through the years there has been many branches of St. Mark’s Guild. Such as:
Church School The Sanctuary Guild
The Woman’s Auxiliary The Junior Woman’s Auxiliary
The Little Helpers of the Woman’s Auxiliary The Ladies Guild
The Evening Guild The Men’s Service Club
The Teenagers Club Family Life Group

Some of these groups still exist to this day but with different names. Such as
The Sanctuary Guild is now known as the Altar Guild
The Woman’s Auxiliary is now known as the Anglican Church Women (A.C.W.)
The Teenagers Club is now known as the Youth Group

St. Mark’s offers many different groups to be involved in.
The Altar Guild The Outreach Committee
The Youth Group Sunday School
The A.C.W. The Evening Guild (starting in the fall)
If you have any questions about any of these groups please don’t hesitate to speak to any member 
of St. Mark’s.

Special thanks goes to Margaret Harvey, Lorraine Elmy and Helen Parker for giving some valuable 
resource material and to Fr. Glendon Brant for letting go through the micro film at the library.

As I stated before this little bit of history is only the tip of the ice berg. There is still so much more 
history at St Mark’s. Anyone interested in helping to research please don’t hesitate to talk to me.

Submitted by Steven Lindsay



Rev. Margaret Anne Rogers 
1988-1989



Rev. Glendon Brant
1992 - 199^
Currently Asociate Priest

Fr. Ken Baker at his first 
Baptism he performed at St. Marks 

199^ - to present



Ven. N.R. Stout 
RECTOR

ANGLICAN CHURCH 
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First»Third Sundays 
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- Fifth Sunday 's

Tom Jackson and Ven. N.R. Stout 
with Jack Layfield



newspaper articles

______

Church or England. C
Services semi-monthly al 7:30 p. m.
Minister,— Kev. E. 11. M. Baker.
Organist,—Mrs. C. McCullough.
Church Wardens,—Win. G. Egar and Wm. Irvine.

pRESHY 1'ERI AN CllURCH.

Services every Sunday al 4:30 p. in.
Minister,—Rev. Robert J. Craig.
Organist,—Mrs. F. G. Craig.
Elders,—Abijah Smith and J. W. Dexter.

Methodist Episcopal Church.

Services every Sunday at 10:30 a. m. and 7:30 p. m.
Minister,—Rev. Hiram Williams.
Organist,—Miss Martha Walker.
Trustees,—Robert Conley, Daniel Walker and John Foot.

1 Wesleyan Mehodist Church.

Services semi-monthly at 7:30 p. in.
Minister,—Rev. Mr. Robertson.
Organist,—Miss Nettie Stafford.

Population of the Village of Mill Point, according to the census 
taken on the 30th day of June, A. D. 1879, is Fifteen Hundred 
and Twenty-Eight, (1,528.)

Alexander, David, laborer, with H. B. Rathbun Son.
Alexander, Thomas, laborer, with H. B. Rathbun & Son.
Allard, William, shingle sawyer, with H. B. Rathbun & Son.
Alor, Mitchell, laborer, with 11. B. Rathbun <fc Son.
Alor, Charles, laborer, with II. B. Rathbun & Son.
Anderson, George, shipcarpenter, with H. B. Rathbun h Son.
Anning, John, laborer, with 11. B. h'athbuu St Son.
Anning, Robert, laborer, with 11. B. Rathbun fit Son.
Anuing, Samuel, laborer, with 11. B. Rathbun &. Son.
Asselstinu, James, laborer, with H. B. Rathbnu <fc Son.
Aul, Joseph, laborer, with H. B. Rathbun & Son.
Aylsworth, Wm. R., Provincial Land Surveyor.
Baggs, Thomas, mariner.
Baker, Richard, grain merchant.
Ballard, Allen, carpenter, in sash factory of H. B. Rathbun & Son.
Barber, James, laborer, with H. B Rathbun & Son. v-ll*
Bartley, John, mariner. ■■ ■ .........
Bedford, Henry R., barrister, residence Richmond, Maple Grove, office Mill 

Point.
Berry, Alexander, farmer. ‘
Berry, Wm. I., laborer, with H. B. Rathbun & Son. • ‘ ‘
Berry, Robert, laborer, with H. B. Rathbun & Son. '* '

CHURCH NOTICES
| CHURCH OF ENGLAND
f ST. MARK’S ANGLICAN

Canon W. E. Kidd, M.C., M.A.,
Rector

Charles Knight, Organist
Sunday, May 2, 1948

' 10 a.m., Sunday School
> 11 a.m., Holy Communion

7 p.m., Evensong



St. Mark’s Annual 
Bazaar Proved 
Great Success
KEEN DEMAND FOR PROD- ' 

UCE CLEARED TABLES 
SHORTLY AFTER FIVE.

The annual, bazaar was held 
in the basement of St. Mark's 

‘Church on Friday, October 27th, 
and for a change the weather 
was ideal. The tea table, in 
charge of Mrs. Garrett, looked 
lovely in its dress of linen, gleam
ing silver and lovely bouquets of 
autumn flowers, not to mention 
fancy plates of delectable anti in
triguing cakes and sandwiches.

The t e a table was presided 
over by Mrs. Crabbe, who was 
kept very busy. The efficient 
helpers at the tea table were 
Mrs. Finlayson, Mrs. Harold 
Toppings and Mrs. Ivan Sher
man. In charge of the work in 
the kitchen were Mrs. Barker 
and Mrs. Wilson Maracle.

Besides the tea table, there 
were a candy table, convened by 
Mrs. Lawrence and Mrs. Neal; 
fancy work, Mrs. Harvey and 
Mrs. Bender; home cooking, Mrs. 
Robinson and Mrs. Harris; farm 
produce, Mrs. Harry Oliver and 
Mrs. J. Chalmers.

Everything, excepting a f e w 
fancy goods, was sold and short
ly after five p.m. the bazaar 
came to a close. The financial re
ceipts were very gratifying.

• . .

rHE EDITOTVS DESK

for your paper?
The Ontario Churchman has a long and illustrious 

history. It has been the diocesan paper of the Diocese of 
Ontario since 1902. There are gaps in the story, possibly 
because it went out of publication for long periods, or 
possibly because we simply have lost valuable records. 
A diligent search of the Diocesan Archives has revealed 
a complete set of Ontario Churchman since 1960.

Dr. T.R. Millman, writing about “Canadian Anglican 
Journalism” in the Journal of the Canadian Church 
Historical Society, March 1959, states that “the first 
journal of the new Diocese of Ontario was the Ontario 
Episcopal Gazette, a newspaper published at Ottawa in 
1862. It lasted for only a few months before yielding to 
the Canadian Churchman”. “The Ontario Churchman 
(1897) which appeared at the end of the century, was a 
magazine edited by the Rev. Edward Costigan and the 
Rev. A- Grasett Smith. lUTsUrViving iSSuRtontain a 

’numbeF of sketches of parish histones. In 1912 it was 
absorbed by “Church Life”.”

Thanks to Miss B. Rixen of Deseronto, we have 
discovered that Costegan was assistant-curate to the 
Rev. Thomas Stanton at St. Mark’s Deseronto, and Mr. 
Smith was the rector of the Parish of TVendinaga. This 
publication was originally the parish magazine of 
Deseronto, and was called “The Bay of Quinte Chur
chman”. In 1902 it became the*“0ntano Churchman"’“ 
"The Official Organ of the Diocese of Ontario, in
corporating the Bay of Quinte Churchman”.

As Dr. Millman intimated, the Ontario Churchman 
disappeared, with only a brief resurrection in 1945. The 
Executive Committee of the Diocese at its meeting on 
Oct. 11, 1944, instructed the Committee on Evangelism 
“to issue a Church Paper monthly after the next meeting 
of Synod”. Then in 1960 the Ontario Churchman resumed 
regular publication.

Many readers have mentioned that the title of both our 
Diocesan and national papers should use more inclusive 
language. As announced elsewhere in this issue, we are 
inaugurating a contest to choose an alternative name or 
perhaps to re-affirm the old one.

Conscious of the traditions of the past, but sensitive 
also to the feelings and aspirations of our people in the 
present, we leave itto you, our readers, to assist us in 
shaping the name of our Diocesan paper for the future.
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59 Years at the organ
know,' recalls Mr. Knight

A casual suggestion from a 
choir boy in 1925 resulted in 
Charles Knight of .Deseronto 
pursuing a vocation for more 
than half a century.

At 86 years of age, Mr. Knight 
last month celebrated his 56th 
year as organist at the Anglican 
Church in Deseronto, located 
just across the street from the 
home he shares with his 
daughter-in-law, Margaret at 
434 Dundas Street.

What makes the record even 
more incredible is that Mr. 
Knight is a self-taught organist.

'Back in those days we 
couldn't afford the luxury of 
professional music lessons,' 
said Mr. Knight. At 12 years of 
age I quit school to go to work.'

Mr. Knight started playing the 
organ in 1925 at 30 years of age, 
and since 1925, the year in 
which he started, has been the 
only regular organist at the

church.

Mr. Knight was born in Great 
Britain but immigrated to 
Canada at the age of 11. Having 
lived in Deseronto all his life, he 
says, the first person to set foot 
in our house was an Anglican 
minister.'

He joined the choir in 1907, 
and except for a stint in the 
Canadian Army during the First 
World War between 1916 and 
1919, has been very active in 
the Anglican Church, even 
serving as caretaker for 32 
years.

His career as organist came as 
a result of a conversation with 
one of the choir boys who 
showed Mr. Knight the lines of 
space in music. He began 
practicing on an organ his 
mother bought for him in 
Napanee for $65.00.

Where she ever got the 
money to buy the organ, I don't

'I got busy right away - started 
with the soprano, picking out 
notes - got that down pat - then 
went on to the alto, tenor and 
bass parts.'

Within a day Mr. Knight was 
able to play Unto the Hills Do I 
Lift Up My Longing Eyes' from 
start to finish.

During this time the regular 
organist with the Anglican 
Church left Deseronto and 
moved to Napanee. After filling 
in for the organist, it wasn't long 
before Mr. Knight was offered 
the position as permanent 
organist with the church.

'I was reluctant at first to take 
over, because I felt I wasn't 
efficient enough, but he 
wouldn't take no for an answer. 
Finally I agreed, provided I could 
choose the hymns, with the 
Minister's approval.'

Although he has always been 
musically inclined, Mr. Knight 
never learned to play any other 
instrument.

'I had a piano, but I'm no good 
on it - I don't like the piano.' He

says he likes the organ because 
it is more graceful and flowing, 
unlike the piano which entails 
lifting the hands more to play it.

Charles Knight is a familiar 
figure in Deseronto. For 21 
years he has served as a school

crossing guard at a Dundas 
Street intersection.

Having an interest in what you 
do is Mr. Knight's philosophy. 
'You have to have an interest in 
your work to attain the position 
where I am today.'



*

available at all times to 
parishioners through a mess
age relay service but has re
tained, for the present time,

Members of the St. Mark's 
Anglican Church choir led 
other members of the congre
gation in a Christmas carol 
sing throughout the streets of 
Deseronto Sunday. They also 
visited shut-ins. Choir mem
bers, seen with Rev. Marc 
Germaine, are, from left: Back 
row - Diane Sergeant, 
Georgina Gilbert, Marion 

■ Hearns and Jeff Punchard.
Front row - Lorraine Elmy and 
Cathie Vick.

Woman inducted 
as Anglican priest

Margaret Anne Rogers was
inducted last week as the priest 
for the Anglican Parish of 
Quinte which includes St. 
Mark’s Church in Deseronto 
and Holy Trinity Church in 
Shannonville. Reverend 
Rogers, among the first ladies 
ordained in the Anglican Dio
cese of Ontario, had previous
ly been a deacon. She has al
ready received much praise 
from parishioners.

Miss Rogers was ordained in 
1985 and was assistant curate 
at St. George’s Cathedral in
Kingston. While at the Cathe
dral, Rev. Rogers took some 
of the mid-week and early 
Sunday morning services.
“Her specialty is that she is a 
consultant in the diocese with 
children and youth minis
tries,” said a spokesperson for 
the parish.

Rev. Rogers received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Queen’s University, in Reli
gion and Art, in 1981. In 1984 
she earned her Master of 
Divinity and is now working 
on her doctorate.

Rev. Rogers is happy with 
the posting in the Parish of 
Quinte. She has always been 
familiar with the area. She is 

the house she had just acquir
ed in Kingston and commutes.

The induction service was 
attended by The Bishop of 
Ontario, The Right Rev. Allan 
Read; The Venerable Michael 
Caswell, Archdeacon of 
Ontario; The Rev. Canon 
John Neal, Rural Dean of 
Quinte Deanery; local minist
ers and parishioners. The Very 
Reverend Gordon Baker, 
Dean of Ontario, was organist 
and preached for the service 
involving many members of 
the Parish.
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Mark?
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In good spirits 
Father Ken Baker stands at 
the Eagle pulpit of St. 
Mark's Church in Deseron
to. The eagle, as a native 
and biblical symbol, ties 
Christian and Native spiritu
ality together. Father Baker 
will serve at the Anglican 
churches in Deseronto, 
Shannonville, and on the 
Tyendinaga Mohawk Territo
ry. He is looking forward to 
working in a cross-cultural 
environment. His story is on 
page 24.



Building a strong church community
Some people might think 

being responsible for four 
churches might be a little intimi
dating, but Father Ken Baker is 
taking it in stride.

"Father Ken" as he has come 
to be called says there arc not as 
many families connected with 
these four churches as there were 
with his former church in 
Brockville.

Father Baker will be inducted 
as the new minister for St. Mark's 
Church in Deseronto, Holy Trini
ty Church in Shannonville, and 
two churches on the Tyendinaga 
Territory: Christ Church and All 
Saints Church.

He has gotten to know the 
parishioners a little bit since 
moving to Deseronto in August, 
and he looks forward to "sharing • 
stones with as many of his peo
ple as he can.

1 am not on my own in many 

ways as I do have a lot oi help 
within the churches," Father 
Baker notes.

He has other clergy working 
with him: Rev. Murray Rogers 
and Rev. Glendon Brant as well 
as Mr. John Jeffries.

"The community within the 
churches is also very strong,” 
Father Baker notes. "After all 
these arc the peoples' churches, I 
am just the spiritual leader and 
advisor."

He hopes the lay people who 
have been involved with the 
churches in the past will remain 
on, and more people will get 
involved.

"A church is only as strong at 
is it's peoples' involvement."

Father Baker is particularly 
hopeful young families and 
teenagers will find a place in the 
church to make contributions for 
he sees their involvement as the 

strong future of the church.
He says this a challenge facing 

all churches: strengthening their 
children's, youth and family pro
grams.

"Churches that can reach out 
to make those groups feel wel
come and a part of the church are 
growing and becoming more 
vibrant. I hope we can do that 
here."

Another challenge Father 
Baker has accepted is that of 
dealing with cross-culture parish
es.

While St. Mark's and Holy 
Trinity, which make up the 
Quintc Parish are predominately 
non-Native, and the other church
es, which make up the Tyendina
ga Parish are primarily Native, 
there is a cross-over.

"I sense from the people they 
want to have more a coming 
together in their worship, and be 
one, so there is a lot they can 
share with each other, from both 
the Native and the non-Native 
communities.

Father Baker’s Induction Ser
vice is being called a Moving 
Feast, and will involve both cul
tures.

Bishop Peter Mason will start 
the service on Sept. 14 at 7 p.m. 
at St. Mark's in Deseronto.

At that lime, Father Baker 
says he and the church communi
ties are "entering into a covenant 
accepting their responsibilities to 
help build up the churches, and 
work together for a strong church 
community."

The induction and proclama
tion v II take place at St. Mark’s,

Father Ken Baker is the new minister for four churches — St. 
Mark's in Deseronto, Holy Trinity in Shannonville, Christ Church 
and All Saints Church, on the Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory.
and the service then moves to 
Christ Church on the Tyendinaga 
Territory for the Celebration of 
the Eucharist.

The Mohawk Singers are 
expected to perform, and the 
reception will follow at All Sain
t's Church.

"So this will be a Moving 
Feast, in more than one sense of 
the word and I think it's the first 
time the celebration has been in 
more than one place, so it is very 
exciting," Father Baker says.

He says working out the logis
tics of serving four churches will 
be a little tricky, but he relics on 
the the other clergy, and if the 
churches want to maintain their 

services as they have been in the 
past, they will have to get 
involved and help.

"That's the only way it is 
going to work," Father Baker 
says. "But this is a good strong 
community, and I am looking for
ward to several years here work
ing with these people.”

He says he and his wife Holly, 
and their two children, Angus, 
who is 10, and Hannah, who is 6, 
have been warmly welcomed to 
the community, and hope they 
will be able to help the communi
ty in many different ways.

"I want to keep encouraging 
people to fit in to the church, and 
want to help them do that"



Memorial walkway is dedicated at St. Mark’s Anglican Church, Deseronto.

Anglican Church 
memorial walkway ' 
dedicated Sunday

In thanksgiving for the 
lives of Bob and Ruby i 
Tucker and Don Shelley, a 
memorial walkway and 
plaque was dedicated by 
Father Glendon Brant and 
Father Ken Baker at St. 
Mark’s Anglican Church, 
Deseronto on Sunday, 
October 23, 1994.

The Tucker and Shelley 
families were members of 
St. Jude’s Anglican 
Church, Kingsford. When 
St. Jude’s closed, both fam
ilies became active at St. 
Mark’s, Deseronto.

St. Mark’s is known 
within a wide area as “the 
stone church on the hill 
with many steps.” Both the 
Shelly and Tucker families 
are very community mind
ed and caring folks helping 
others in every walk of life.

Through the ACW they 
worked hard to provide 
easier access to the church 
for the handicapped and 
seniors. Although our 
friends passes away - Don 
in 1988 - Bob and Ruby in 
1989, their dreams were 
fulfilled when the walkway 
from Stanley Street to the 
church was completed in 
August 1994.

Before the dedication, 
families and friends joined 
together for Holy Commu
nion and luncheon provid
ed by the ACW.

Mabel Shelly expressed 
her appreciation on behalf 
of both families as did Mar- 

Jgaret Harvey in speaking 
for the ACW.



2n tfie name of 
tfie fattier, and of ttie Son, 

and of ttie 2tif ^tiost. tilmen.

Induction of 
t/ic ReverendXennetfi. Watson fBafer

(To the Churchwardens and Parishioners of the Churches in 
the Parishes of Quinte and Tyendinaga, and 7b Whom it May 

Concern:

Wb, Peter, by Divine Permission, Pishop of Ontario, do by virtue of the 

power and Authority in us vested, command and direct that the Reverend 
7(enneth Watson Paker, Priest in the Church of God, who by us has 

been duly licensed to be the incumbent of the said Churches and the 
parishes connected therewith, shall be inducted into the real, actual, and 
corporal possession of the Incumbency of the said Churches and Parishes, 
and all of the rights, privileges, and emoluments thereto pertaining.

Witness our own hand and our Episcopal Seal this 14th day of September, 

1994, and in the Third Year of our Consecration.

ason
Bishop of Ontario



Rev. Fredrick Thomas Dibo 
1907 - 1908



1883-1889
1898-1907
1907-1908
1908-1909
1909-1913
1913-1946
1946-1951
1951-1955
1955-1959
1959-1963
1963-1969
1969-1971
1971-1975
1975-1982
1983-1987
1987-1988
1988
1988-1989
1989-1992
1992-1994
1994 - to present

Rev. Thomas Stanton BA.
Rev. Edward Costigan
Rev. Frederick T. Dibb
Rev. T. J. O’Conner-Fenton MA.
Rev. B. N. De Foe Wagner
Rev. Canon C. E. S. Radcliff B.C.L
Rev. Canon Wm. E. Kidd M.C. MA. DD.
Rev. Kenneth Blachford BA. L. Th.
Canon Kenneth Coleman
Fr. Sutter
Rev. Dowdell
Rev. John Neal
Rev. Frank Bell
Rev. Jack Fletcher
Rev. Keith Schram
Canon Kenneth Coleman
Rev. Downey (supply)
Rev. Margaret Anne Rogers
Rev. Marc Germaine
Fr. Glendon Brant
Fr. Ken Baker



Fixing a schoolyard problem
By Anne Craig 
Staff Reporter

They can make life miser
able for everyone and any
one who has attended 
school has run into them at 
one time or another.

The school yard bully 
has always existed and the 
Deseronto Public School par
ents' council wants to stop 
the trend and make people 
more aware of problems bul
lies cause for other children.

A workshop is being 
held Jan. 19 at the Deseron
to school starting at 7 p.m. 
which deals with bullying 
issues such as victimization, 
aggression, juvenile delin
quency, peer relations and 
the development of inter
vention programs.

"Most parents are con
cerned about bullying," orga
nizer Holly Baker says, "and 
our children are still putting 
up with that behaviour."

Speaking at the work
shop is Dr. Wendy Craig, an 
assistant professor of psy
chology at Queen's Univer
sity.

Baker says she heard her 
on a CBC Radio program 
and decided other people 
should hear her speak on 
this serious subject.

"She talks about the 
obvious bullying but also 
the emotional bullying," 
Baker says, "and how we 
can mend the situation. The 
more underhanded stuff is 
getting worse."

Baker says all school 
boards have a zero-toler
ance policy towards vio
lence, but bullying still 

exists and its time that it 
stopped.

"The workshop is free 
of charge and you don't 
have to have an elementary 
school student to partici
pate," she adds.

"We are hoping every
one comes to this work
shop. It's an enlightening 
experience and parents 
might find a way to deal 
with it at home."

Anyone interested in 
the workshop is asked to 
call Holly Baker at 396-5945 
or 396-2448. Participants are 
all asked to pre-register.

Baker... bye-bye 
to bullies.



Enjoying the Halloween Party at St. Mark’s, Deseronto

L
Spooktacular St. Mark's, Peserowto

BY SUSAN MARACLE
ast October, St. Mark’s, Deseronto, held their first
Halloween Party in the Church Hall, open to all children in 

the community. Approximately 70 eager, scary, funny and 
seasonally-dressed children of all ages came out for the fun.

Activities included making lollipop ghosts, bobbing for apples, 
halloween bingo and fortune telling. Snacks included chips, 
cheesies, hot dogs, candies and a pumpkin cake specially created by 
Marc Green.

A special highlight was the scary story, by Fr. Ken Baker. 
Another highlight included Steven’s papermache spiders that were 
too heavy (full of candy) to be hung up as pinatas, but were fun to 
swing at, with Fr. Ken and Steven holding them.

Halloween 1995



The deseronto Santa Claus Parade
BY FR. KEN BAKER

t was a cold and frosty Saturday morning as completions were 
made to St. Mark's float, but we made our presence known, 

singing Christmas carols and having a great time.
The brain child of Marc Green, who personally stuck 1200 stars 

on the banners and painted them with left over paint, brought 
together a number of people who worked hard at putting the float 
together.

We all had a great time and we let Deseronto know that we are 
alive at St. Mark’s.

*



Deseronto’s ‘Little piece of Heaven’
St. Mark's a cornerstone of community activities

Editor's Note: With this col
umn, the Beaver begins a month
ly look at the happenings at St. 
Mark's Anglican Church in 
Deseronto. It is our hope this fea
ture will serve as an impetus to 
other churches in the area to send 
us a monthly report on their 
activities.

By Nadine Burriss 
Special to the Beaver

Just 10 minutes west of 
Napanee is a place where 
you are greeted with a 

smile. All people are welcome, 
all families, all strangers, all 
lifestyles from all walks of life. 
And when you come, you 
receive spiritual guidance, a 
modem approach to theology 
and a sense of belonging.

Where is this place? How 
can you be a part of it? How 
much does it cost? This place 
is a little piece of Heaven. To 
be a part of it, you just have to 
show up, and it costs nothing 
but your time. This place is St. 
Mark's Anglican Church and 
it is in Deseronto.

But what makes this 
church different from the oth
ers? It is hard to explain, but 
I'll try. St. Mark's is one of four 
churches ministered to by 
Father Ken Baker. Father Ken First Things First - Although the
is a deeply devoted young 
man who has taken his great 
love for God and community 
and created a ministry that 
God's people.

building needs some repairs, St. Mark’s 
has put several community needs first.
includes all

At St. Mark's you hear the word of God 
without prejudice, without pressure and 
without fear. Your soul is guided, not

many families and children were able to 
have new clothes for Christmas. This kind of 
caring envelopes you at St. Mark's. No one 
is made to feel less important, we are all 
equal in the eyes of God.

shoved, and your children can learn the 
ways of God as they play in the Sunday 
school. After each service, you can enjoy 
sandwiches, coffee and a friendly conversa
tion.

The one thing you will notice is a strong 
sense of community. Whether you live here 
or not, you are drawn to help. Although the 
church itself is in dire need of upgrading 
and renovations, there is always time and 
money to do things around town first.

This spring, the church is conducting it's 
first-ever Community Clean-Up effort. A 
massive undertaking, but one the church 
will do to improve the town for everyone to 
enjoy.

Shortly before Christmas, the Resource 
Centre in Deseronto (now virtually non
existent due to Harris government cutbacks) 
was looking for sponsors of the Christmas 
Clothing Drive. Due to the Outreach 
Committee of St. Mark's and an article writ-

Although St. Mark's has done so much in 
the community, attendance is down. 
Young people have no time or make no time, 

and it is becoming more and more difficult 
for the elderly to come out and enjoy the ser
vices.

However, St. Mark's is refusing to give 
up. Through some creative fund raising we 
are fighting back. Recently, our Candlelight 
Cafe raised desperately needed funds, and 
coming up in May is the annual smorgas
bord supper, and our first annual charity 
auction.

The community needs to give something 
back to the church. St. Mark's needs your 
help. If you would like to volunteer for any 
of our charity events, or make a contribution 
of another kind, please come by the church 
if you can. If visiting us is not possible, 
please call Ken at 396-2660, Steven at 396- 
5599 or Nadine at 396-1569.

ten ’.n the church's free monthly newsletter, 
Parish Perspective (available at Road to Zion),

What we really need is your attendance, 
your interests and your time.



Saturday, June 22, 1996

Waiting for a miracle
St. Mark’s event may be lifesaver for tower

ell, here we are 
again. Summer is 
here. The kids are 

almost out of school, the 
pool is ready — so what's 
on everyone's mind? How 
about fund raising?...No? 
Well that's what is on our 
minds at St. Mark's.

Our first ever Yard Sale 
and Charity Auction is 
coining up on June 22 and 
continues on the 23rd, and 
we are hoping for a miracle.

Funds are desperately 
needed for repairs on our 
tower. At this point, funds 
are needed for many repairs.

St. Mark's bell tower has 
had serious problems for 
many years, but recently 
weather conditions have 
cracked and buckled the bell 
tower and talks have sur
faced about tearing it down.

Hopefully, our auction 
and yard sale will do well. 
The proceeds of the auction 
will go to tower repairs and 
general maintenance and 
the yard sale earnings will 
go to two causes — St. 
Mark's daycare and our 
Sunday School will split the 

funds raised, as both are 
exceptional programs and 
offer a lot to the children in 
the community.

However, donations to 
the auction are still needed, 
and anything would be 
appreciated. (For donations

S>t. Mark’s;
Report

— By Nadine Burriss —

to the auction, please con
tact Nadine at 396-1569.)

Fund raising isn't the 
only thing on our minds.

The Lions Club of 
Deseronto and Deseronto 
Grade 8 public school stu
dents are undertaking a 
painting project. The retain
ing wall of Deseronto's one 
time schoolhouse is receiv
ing a facelift and hopefully, 
with a coat of fresh paint, a 
bit of colour and some 
determination, Dundas 
Street will have a "splashy" 
new mural. With any luck, 
members of St. Mark's will 
assist and supervise the 
painting and perhaps be 
able to preserve and touch 
up the mural occasionally 
for future students and 
Deserontonians to enjoy.

A quick apology to the 
town's people from me, 
personally.

St. Mark's and myself in 
charge, were to organize a 
spring cleanup in town and 
in park areas. But due to 
pressing issues, we could 

not set a definite date. How
ever, we would like to 
encourage town residents to 
keep the grass cut, clean up 
their yards and sidewalks, 
and always use waste bas
kets. Please spend 50 cents 
on a bag tag and show your 

children that cleaning up 
Deseronto is helping the 
environment.

Last but not least in St. 
Mark's report is Deseron
to's July 1st Celebration.

Last year's events 
brought out hundreds of 
adults and children in the 
morning and afternoon. 
Once again, festivities are 
planned from 10 a.m-3 p.m. 
in Rathbun Park (beside the 
Town Hall). Some activities 
will include: the pet show, 
BBQ, fish pond, face paint
ing, bike decorating contest, 
horse and carriage rides 
through Deseronto, relay 
races, music, and much, 
much more. Other activities 
include a tour of local 
churches. This is your 
opportunity to see St. 
Mark's and the community 
we are proud to be a part of. Down to the Wire - st. Mark s 

Church in Deseronto hopes a fund raiser 
this weekend will provide the money 
needed to restore the church’s tower.

Finally, join us for all 
the fun and the spectacular 
fireworks in Centennial 
Park at dusk. (Supported by 
the Lions Club). All activi
ties organized by the 
Deseronto Resource Centre.

So, please come and 
visit us and support our 
Charity Auction and Yard 
Sale this weekend. There is 
fun and great deals to be 
had by all! See you there.



St. Mark ’s Sunday School

Sunday School classes have played a very important role in the life of St. Mark’s. Children have 
come for many, many years to the Good News of Jesus and his teachings. I remember in the 
seventies going to Sunday school. There was at least 5 to 6 different classes, broken up into different 
age groups. All total there would be at least 20 -25 children. This carried on well into the mid 
eighties. Then something happened. There was no more Sunday School. The children had all grown 
up and moved on with their lives. Throughout the rest of the eighties and into the early Nineties it 
was very quiet in the Sunday School Rooms.
About two years ago there has been a surgence of new growth in the Sunday School room. We 
maintain about 15-20 children a Sunday. It is fantastic! A very special thanks goes out to all of our 
Sunday School teachers. They’re keeping the children interested and there are coming back for more. 
During the mid - eighties a Youth Group was formed. I was very fortunate to be involved in this 
group. Unfortunately it only lasted for about three years because the kids that were in the Group 
were in their mid to late teens and then it was time to move away from Deseronto and go to College 
or to get a job.
Just last October St. Mark’s Youth Group came alive again!! Currently we have 12-15 youth who 
are actively involved with the Group. Youth aged 9-18 are welcome to be part of this Group We 
meet 3 Tuesdays a month. Come Out And Join The Fun!!

Submitted By Steven Lindsay



Sunday School
Late Seventies to Mid-Eighties



Celebrating a Baptismal 
Birthday



Sunday School Party down at 
Mohawk Trailer Park



Christmas Pagent







St. Mark’s Church, Deseronto, Ont.
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Bishop Evans and Rev.
Soutter with Laura Jackson

Rev. and Mrs. A. Dowdell 
1963 - 1969



Rev. Lou Sommers, Rev. Jack 
Fletcher, Rev. Keith Schram 
Bishop Allan Reid, Rev. John Neal
Rev. Lou Sommers (early to mid 

70's, supply)
Rev. John Neal
1969 - 1971

Rev. Frank Bell
1971 - 1975



St. Markos Anglican Church 
188? - Original picture hangs in 
the church look steps !?!


