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1851-1859

Public libraries in Ontario began as Mechanics' Institutes. Mechanics' 
Institutes were first established in Great Britain in the early nineteenth 
century as the poor man's university, a place to read, discuss and learn 
at little or no cost. The first record of a Belleville Mechanics' 
Institute was in 1851 when it received $200. following the passage of an 
Act to provide for the incorporation and better management of Mechanics' 
Institutes. As well as providing a reading room, lectures to promote 
educational, social and moral improvement were held. William Hutton, 
well known to the members of this Society, lectured on March 9, 1852 on 
the topic "The world we live in". The text of his lecture is included 
in Mr. Hutton's correspondence, which is on file in the Society's 
archives.

The Mechanics' Institute struggled for survival for many years, plagued 
by a lack of members, and hence subscription monies. In late 1859 the 
financial circumstances had reached crisis proportions. Despite a town
wide canvas for new subscribers, the reading room and library were closed 
and the Mechanics' Institute suspended operations, all due to a debt of 
$223.55.

1860-187 5

During the period 1860-1875 Belleville had no Mechanics' Institute. 
However, the desire for a public library remained an active concern. In 
May 1863 a Mr. N. Burwash, in a letter to the editor of the Hastings 
Chronicle, asked why Belleville "one of the largest and most flourishing 
towns of Canada" has no public library when almost every town and frontier 
township of the country has one. In his letter Mr. Burwash said "Scores 
of young men who are now fast losing their moral and intellectual 
manliness and energy, by spending their evenings and earnings in the 
saloon or on the street, might be saved and elevated by the companionship 
of a good, interesting, and instructive book.

Despite this dramatic plea, no concrete action appears to have been taken 
for some thirteen years.

1876-1902

In November 1876 a public meeting was held to consider forming a 
"Belleville Mechanics' Institute and Library Association". Among the 
citizens involved in the organization of this meeting, and subsequently 
of the Mechanics' Institute, were Francis McAnnany, Mackenzie Bowell, 
Thomas Ritchie, John Forin, and Billa Flint. Although the meeting was 
very poorly attended, the participants there were strongly supportive of 
the establishment of such an institution. The main concern was again 
financial. The sum of $1,000. had already been raised, another $1,000. 
was needed to begin operations.

Mr. Ritchie advised the meeting that "the institution has been incorporated, 
and the trustees appointed. Valuable and instructive books would be bought, 
lectures would be given, a museum would be established, and a gymnasium 
would be connected with the institute".
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Billa Flint pledged his support and said that "although he was not a 
subscriber, still he would become one, and would do all that he could to 
aid and assist this noble work".

It was suggested that the town be asked to "appropriate $1,000. to aid" 
the establishment of the Institute. However, there was some question of 
the legality of this action, and others felt individual support should 
be sought instead. This was done, and the start-up funds achieved. Ongoing 
support would be by subscription, assisted by an annual grant from the 
Provincial Government.

The 1878 annual report, at the end of a satisfactory two years of 
operation, showed the Institute, located in rented rooms on Campbell Street, 
had 830 volumes plus 12 daily and 13 weekly newspapers, 14 of the leading 
magazines from Canada, Great Britain and the United States, and a 
circulation of 4,788. Several classes had been organized with satisfactory 
attendance. Subjects included French, German, Arithmetic, Elocution, and 
Mechanical drawing. Seven lectures were given in the first year, but 
attendance was meagre. Membership totalled 383. Membership fees were $3. 
per year, with ladies charged at h the regular rate. Clubs of 4 also 
enjoyed the reduced rate of $1.50 each, and (youth) apprentices could 
subscribe for $1.50 or for $1. each in clubs of four. Belleville ranked 
third, following Toronto and Hamilton, in the list of 68 Institutes in 
Ontario, in terms of membership and equipment.

The Institute continued to fluctuate between prosperity and decline over 
the years 1880 to 1902. A drive for new members in 1882 appears to have 
been successful based on the promised installation of billiard and pool 
tables. Oscar Wilde was engaged by the Institute for a public lecture 
at City Hall on May 23, 1882. In 1892 finances were secure enough that 
membership fees were reduced to $2., but financial hardships continued 
during the next few years. Lectures were discontinued in 1888 due to 
lack of interest. Cooperation with the Ontario Business College in 
conducting evening classes was first noted in 1888-89. In 1892 finances 
were secure enough that membership fees were reduced to $2., but financial 
hardships continued during the next few years.

In May 1895 at the annual meeting of the Mechanics' Institute, the 
directors responded to the new Act Respecting Public Libraries, by 
changing the name to "Public Library". The Act permitted the directors 
to transfer the property of the Institute to the municipal corporation 
on the condition that the public library be free. The City was still 
unwilling to provide municipal funding for a free public library.

In October 1895 the first record of library fundraising activity is 
noted. The Ladies' Auxiliary raised over $500. by putting on a spectacular 
and we 11-attended entertainment called "Cosmorama" at the Regimental Drill 
Hall. It included such popular attractions as Tableaux, Minstrels, High 
Tea, a fine arts exhibit, booths representing different countries, and 
music by Riggs Orchestra.
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In 1896 finances were dictating that the library close. Gilbert Parker, 
well-known Camden-born author who considered Belleville his home, then 
residing in Britain, wrote to W. N. Ponton, one of the Library Directors, 
offering to donate $100. worth of books annually, and indicating he would 
make a more substantial contribution if a Free Library were established. 
Based on this example, other citizens responded and the library continued 
to opera te .

Ladies were first considered for positions on the Board of Directors in 
1901, in recognition of the significant contributions that had been made 
by the Ladies' Auxiliary. Following heated debate, and the withdrawal of 
their names from consideration by the ladies, an all-male Board was 
appointed and it was not until 1938 that the first female was appointed 
to the Library Board.

1903-1908

In 1903, the dream of a municipa11y-funded free library became a reality. 
The City Council, following considerable discussion and at the request of 
many ratepayers passed a by-law to grant $800. to establish a free library 
for the year 1903. Each year thereafter until 1908 a by-law for the year 
was passed, with the grant increased to $1,000. in 1905 in response to the 
Board request. This permitted the Board to receive the full Provincial 
grant of $200. then available. In 1908 the by-law establishing on-going 
public library operations was passed.

In 1905 the Library Board made enquiries of the Carnegie Foundation about 
support for a Carnegie Library in Belleville. In November of that year 
Senator and Mrs. Henry Corby offered to provide $10,000. for the 
construction of a new library building, if the City provided a site and 
agreed to maintain the free public library. Blueprints were prepared, and 
are here for you to see. In January 1906 City Council appointed a committee 
to secure a site. They selected a Campbell Street site and the purchase, 
for $700., was authorized at the March 19 Council meeting. The deal fell 
through, however, and Senator Corby instead purchased the Merchants' Bank 
building, at the corner of Pinnacle and Campbell Streets, for $6,000. The 
building, originally built in 1855, was renovated for use as a library, at 
a further cost of $16,000. to Senator Corby.

On January 20, 1908, Senator and Mrs. Corby officially presented the 
Corby Public Library to City Council "To have and to hold....to and for 
the use of the citizens of the City of Belleville, for their sole and 
only use forever as a Free Public Library".

The 1908 Department of Education report stated "The building is the 
most substantial structure used for library purposes in Ontario, 
consisting, as it does, of cut stone" and included floor plans and 
illustrations. The beautiful stained glass "Shakespeare" window was 
included in the remodelled building. Senator Corby also left a trust 
fund of $20,000., the interest from which is used for purchasing books.
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1908-1919

Mr. Alexander Robertson Walker was named as Chief Librarian in 1907, 
taking over from Mrs. Julia Ponton, widow of W. H. Ponton, who served 
for a time following Mr. D. C. Ferguson. The years during Mr. Walker's 
term of office were marked by slow growth and development. Some modest 
decorating and renovations, and re-wiring of the lighting, was undertaken. 
In 1917 his salary was increased from $14. to $17. per week, and the only 
other paid staff member, the janitor, received $9. per week. Senator 
Corby passed away in 1917 and out of respect for the library's main 
benefactor it was moved by the Library Board, chaired by H. J. Clarke, 
that the library be "closed from night before until the morning after 
the funeral of Mr. Corby, the blinds drawn and so remain all that day". 
The front door and portrait of Senator Corby were also suitably draped. 

1919-1927

Mr. Walker died while in office on February 7, 1919. The Board "hired 
Mrs. Lillian Walker as librarian pro tern at the same salary as paid the 
previous librarian". This avoided the need to have Mrs. Walker vacate 
the apartment above the library, the use of which was considered as part 
of the salary paid.

On June 6, 1919 the Board approved a motion permitting the Librarian to 
issue two books, one fiction and one non-fiction, at the same time to 
one person. On December 5, Mrs. D. A. Deacon was hired to catalogue 
the library collection.

1920 marked a significant advance. The March 12 minutes indicate a 
payment of $75. to the United Typewriter Company, likely for the first 
machine used at the library. The library building was insured that year 
for $25,000. and the contents for $5,000. Growth was evident as 
additional shelves were added in the reference area and a juvenile room 
was fitted up on the ground floor. 1921 saw the first programming for 
children as Miss Jessie Tuite was hired to conduct a story hour on 
Saturdays on a three-month trial basis. The trial was successful and 
the programme continued. In 1922 some 69,694 books were circulated, 
1,106 new books, and 100 replacement books were acquired, and 173 books 
withdrawn. There were 1,442 new readers registered that year and the 
Librarian had no regular assistant staff. 1923 saw the first hiring of 
an assistant to the librarian. In 1924 she received $15. per week, the 
Chief Librarian $20. and the janitor $14. per week "on condition that he 
comply with the rules formulated by the Committee".

Damages were a problem in the reading room, magazines being mutilated 
to the point that a notice was posted in September 1922 offering a $5. 
reward "for information that will lead to the conviction of the person 
or persons who are guilty of this practice".
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In 1927 City Council was asked for $5,000. to meet operating expenses.
The provincial legislative grant was $260. This year was the first 
mention of a non-resident fee being charged. Mrs. Walker submitted her 
resignation effective January 1, 1928. Miss Muriel E. West was promoted 
to acting Chief Librarian and Cora Townsend was hired as assistant 
librarian, while the Board advertised for a male librarian in the Mail 
& Globe. 

1928-1929

The advertisement netted "a large number of unqualified applications and 
four qualified. Mr. Mowat appeared in person at the January 6 Board 
meeting, and was "engaged at a salary of $1,500. per annum and the 
living quarters, heated, but he had to supply his own light and water". 
Mr. Angus Mowat served as Chief Librarian from January 1928 until 
December 31, 1929, the shortest term in the history of the library.
It was a time of considerable change in the library as a new loaning 
system and shelf list, reserves for a small fee, and lectures in the 
reading room were initiated. During this time Farley Mowat, well-known 
author was aged 7-8. Legend tells that he occupied the bedroom whose 
window was directly above the library entrance, and that water-bombing 
patrons was a favourite activity.

Staffing increased during this time as well, with Grace Jackson hired to 
replace Miss West, who resigned, and Kathryn Gallagher hired in response 
to an advertisement for "an assistant librarian aged between 17 and 26, 
salary $50. per month". The janitor also resigned and was replaced by 
John Howard in September 1929. One has to wonder what kind of boss 
Mr. Mowat was. 

1930-1935

Miss Jackson was promoted in January 1930 to Chief Librarian pro tern.
Miss Margaret Z. White took over in May. The highlight of 1930 appears to be 
the bequest to the library by J. B. B. Flint of "a book case along with the 
library devised to the Corby Library" which the Library Board "find is of 
no use to this Board" and decided "that same be given to Alfred S. Holton, 
a nephew of Mr. Flint, upon the issue to us of a receipt for the same".

In hindsight, perhaps Mr. Holton's gain was the library's loss. The 
reference room was relocated in 1930 to the second floor. Mr. Howard, 
the janitor died in 1931 and Alfred Woodhouse was hired at $15./week. 
At the same meeting Miss Jackson's position was declared vacant (an 
interesting story there, I'm sure), and Miss Gallagher was named first 
assistant librarian at $65/month. Miss Ethel Adams was hired as second 
assistant at $50/month.

1933 marked the advent of telephone service at the library with the 
installation on December 8 of a party line phone.
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1933 also marked the first time a staff member was given a leave to upgrade 
their education when Miss Adams attended library school September 1933- 
June 1934. Miss Gallagher took a similar leave in September 1934 and Miss 
Olive Delaney was hired as a temporary replacement at a salary of $40/month. 
In December 1934 the Board approved a motion to extend borrowing to the 
"boys from the Air Post" for "certain technical books .... bearing on their 
courses".

1936-1940

Miss White resigned in April 1935 and Miss Adams was appointed to the 
position of Chief Librarian on May 1. In 1936 the request to City Council 
was for $6,000. The Chief Librarian received $1,200. per annum and the 
janitor $18/week. The first high school student assistants were hired in 
November 1936 to work one hour per day, five days per week for 25q per day. 
Borrowing privileges were extended in 1936 to "older children at the 
Ontario School for the Deaf, with the teacher assuming responsibility for 
all books borrowed".

The first service to surrounding areas was noted in 1939 with regional 
service provision to rural schools in Thurlow and Sidney Townships. This 
rotating collection with monthly exchanges was co-ordinated by the Library 
for selection and exchange.

In her 1937 annual report, Chief Librarian Ethel M. Adams said "A library 
is not just a building, nor is it merely a collection of books; it is a 
public service the value of which is increasing with the general change 
in outlook of the reading public". In 1939 her comments included "The 
results now becoming apparent of having had trained assistance in the 
Boys and Girls department for some years are perhaps most encouraging. 
The young people are graduating to the adult library with interest in 
the most varied subjects; the boys do not always immediately succumb to 
a western story, nor the girls to insipid romances".

1940-1942

Miss Adams resigned in August 1940 to accept a position in southwestern 
Ontario. Miss Gallagher was appointed Chief Librarian at a "depression 
salary of $1200/year and the apartment. Miss Delaney was named the 
assistant at $70/month.

The war had its impact on the library, with non-resident air force members 
required in 1941 to make a deposit of $2. to borrow materials. The 
deposit was refundable (except for the standard 5d membership fee) upon 
being transferred. The Mountain View base satellite library was established 
in November and the main library was opened on Sunday afternoons for "men 
in un i fo rm".
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Janitors appear to have been difficult to retain. A number died while in 
the library's employ and a few left on a less honourable note. On 
November 6, 1941 a board member "Mr. Bateman brought to the attention of 
this Board that the Janitor had been found to [be] using this basement for 
himself and friends to drink. He had been warned against further 
recurrences of these activities and agreed to change his ways". On 
Nov-ember 10 a special meeting of the Board was called by the Chairman to 
discuss arrangements for a new janitor, and on November 13 Mr. William Kent 
was hired. Today we limit our drinking to Openings and special occasions 
in the Gallery.

Kathryn Gallagher in 1940 reported on a problem for public service which 
still exists. Commenting on the 283 books which went missing in the 
previous three years (based on the inventory) she said "This is a fact 
that is painful for the community to face, that certain of its citizens 
should find it necessary to steal property which in reality belongs to 
them and which is available for their use at any time for the mere cost 
of a 5p membership". 

1942-1949

Kathryn Gallagher resigned in October 1942 to be married and Olive Delaney 
became Chief Librarian on October 28. Miss Delaney is the library's 
longest serving librarian and the first to decline the apartment residence 
as part of her salary. The apartment was then offered to the Janitor 
with $20. per month to be deducted from his salary.

1945 saw the beginning of the current film library under the direction of 
the Belleville and District Film Council in which the library participated. 
The films were housed in and loaned by the Library. The Film Council was 
disbanded in 1970 and the Film Library came totally under library 
responsibility.

In her 1945 report Olive Delaney said "Libraries, like everything else, 
must grow to keep pace with the ever changing times. The modern tendency 
is to broaden the field to include not only educational and recreational 
reading, but films, records, etc.; and also serve as a cultural centre".

Perhaps Mr. Holmes of the Library Board said it best in a 1949 speech to 
the Rotary Club. "The functions of any library are more than the providing 
of suitable books to meet the needs of the various ages and literary tastes 
of the residents of the area it serves. Today the library is and should be 
one of the cultural centres - a meeting place of many organizations 
interested in adult education and recreation and worthwhile use of leisure 
time".

In 1949 the City was asked for support of 55p per capita; 50p or $8,832.50 
was received. The provincial legislative grant was $1,750. and the 
library generated $800. from fines, etc. Expenditures were $12,725. including 
$5,830. for library staff, $1,200. for the janitor, $2,620. for books and 
periodicals, $500. for binding and supplies, $900. for heat, light, and 
water, $1,200. for repairs, and $475. for equipment and miscellaneous items.
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1949 marked the second significant bequest to the library. Mr. James 
S. Johnson, the son of William and Mary Johnson of Belleville, left almost 
$8,000. for the purchase of new or the refurbishing of old materials.
It was decided by the Library Board that a Trust fund should be established. 
The Library receives the interest from this Jim Johnson trust fund annually.

1950-1959

The 1950's marked the beginning of major growth and expansion for the 
library. By the mid-50's the Corby building was bursting at the seams. 
Shelves held double rows of books, books filled the windowsills and 
were piled on tables, and there were boxes of books in storage in the 
basement because there was no shelf space for them.

In Angus Mowat's report of his July 23, 1956 visit as Provincial Director 
of Public Libraries he commented very favourably on the library service, 
and the improvements he saw since his previous visit in 1950. He said 
"This looks to me like a most co-operative staff, energetic and in good 
spirits, and working under good leadership". He went on to say "But the 
development of the service is hampered terribly by the purely physical 
aspects of the building in which it is housed". He suggested the Board 
consider an addition to the existing building, the demolition of the 
existing building and replacement with a modern and functional one on the 
same site, or the sale of the existing property and erection of a "new, 
functional library on some other site".

The first plan was adopted and in 1958 City Council approved the 
construction of a single-story addition to the south of the existing 
building, at a cost of $100,000. The new addition was officially 
opened on October 31, 1959.

In her 1959 annual report Olive Delaney summed up this way. "One cold 
blustery day in January a big yellow machine settled down on the library 
property. After days of inactivity it began to dig its big teeth into 
the frozen land. In no time the building of the new extension began to 
take shape. None of us will forget this year - the dirt, the noise, the 
heat, and the confusion - all culminating in the BIG MOVE the last two 
weeks in October. October the 31st was opening day. It was like the 
wonderful peace that comes after a terrific storm. The Library staff 
looked serene. The building looked lovely. New and old blended together 
harmoniously and the older section of the library seemed to have 
recaptured all of its original charm".

1947 saw the first contact with schools to provide service when "get 
acquainted tours" were arranged.

Expansion of service through branch collections in city schools began 
in 1952 with a collection in Queen Elizabeth school. King George 
School housed a collection beginning in 1954. Queen Mary school branch 
opened in 1957. More such branches followed and continued until the 
early 197 0' s. At the height of this activity in the early 1960's there 
were eight deposit libraries in schools, and more than 50 boxes of books 
in the classrooms of schools without libraries.
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The library record collection began in 1950 when the Soroptimist Club 
donated $500. for the purchase of records. A player was also purchased. 
The first IP's were purchased in 1954.

1957 saw the donation of an impressive wooden map cabinet by Northern 
Electric. In 1958 the portrait of Mr. H. Corby that now hangs in 
the Pinnacle Street Lobby was received from the estate of his daughter 
Alice Corby. In 1970 Corby's Distilleries provided the necessary funds 
to have the portrait professionally restored.

In her 1955 annual report, Miss Delaney wrote "The contribution that a 
library makes in a community can not be measured. We know that books of 
an inspirational nature have brought comfort to citizens in times of 
misfortune and despair; that the harassed speaker has been given added 
self-confidence by glancing quickly at a book on public speaking; that 
the scholar has been assisted in research work; the programmes convenor 
has found plays, skits, books of games to satisfy his needs. We know, 
too, that the understanding of intricate scientific and mathematical 
problems have been gained through library books; that boats, coffee 
tables, garage doors and patios have had their origin in plans in library 
books. Books have helped people re-create an historical period in fact 
and fiction, and the thoughts and writings of great minds through the 
ages have been available in books for those who so desire."

1956 saw the first attempt at area co-operation when the Belleville 
Library Board approached Thurlow, Sidney and Ameliasburgh Townships re 
receiving their provincial grants in return for service. Thurlow is 
noted as having refused and suggesting that the Library Board write to 
the Coun ty.

1957 marked the beginning of Board-Staff roles as they exist today. 
Until that time a Book Committee of the Board selected or had major 
input in the selection of library materials. The Committee was 
disbanded in 1957. It was only in March 1940 that the Chief Librarian 
became Secretary of the Board, and not until 1957 that the duties of 
Treasurer were confirmed as a function of the Chief Librarian.

In her 1957 annual report Miss Delaney wrote "An attempt to briefly 
review the year and assess it in terms of cold statistics brings the 
realization of how intangible library service really is. We know how 
many books were purchased and how many loaned. We must use this as 
our criteria, but this tells only a part of the library story. What of 
the people who read the daily newspapers and magazines; the telephone 
calls requesting the pronunciation of a word, the address of an 
association, the population of a city. We do not record the number 
who use the encyclopedias, the yearbooks, the atlases, and the government 
documents" .
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Now, to report to the government each year, we do try to estimate this 
use, based on our best count of the use during a single week. In 1991 
we estimate that some 30,488 reference requests were received, and that 
250,465 people used the library. 313,150 items were borrowed from the 
Main and East Branch libraries, and 12,412 people attended library 
programmes, plus 10,196 who visited the gallery. That means that in an 
average hour when the library was open 50 people visited us, asked 6 
reference questions and borrowed 62 items. In the same hour 2.5 people 
attended a library programme and 2 people visited the gallery.

It was in 1959 that the apartment was last used as a residence. The 
Board decided in February that it should be left vacant when the current 
janitor left on April 15.

1960-1969

Construction and growth continued during the 1960's with the construction 
in 1963/64 of the East Branch, which held its official open house on 
Jun e 1 , 1 964.

The East Branch Library was constructed in 1963 at a cost of $30,594. 
The original furnishings, many still in use today, included a 15-drawer 
card catalogue, typewriter and chair, 2 book trucks, 2 file cabinets, 
3 step stools, 4 tables, 24 chairs, a vacuum and a floor polisher, at a 
total cost of $2,521. In its first year of operation, the Branch had 
1,377 members and a circulation of 38,535.

1960 was an important date in the library history, both for the library 
and for this society. This was the year in which the agreement to house 
the Society's print archives in the library was reached.

1961 saw the first co-operation with the Women's Hospital Auxiliary to 
provide library service to patients at Belleville General Hospital.
This effort continued until the late 1980's when the Auxiliary assumed 
full responsibility for the service.

In October 1963 Mr. William Roedde, Director of the Provincial Library 
Service, clarified the proper use of the library name. In reply to a 
query from the Library Board, he wrote "It is completely correct for 
a library building to be named after a donor, benefactor or outstanding 
citizen, but I think that this name should be limited to the building 
itself. Any use of the name on letterhead, labels or official references 
should be the Belleville Public Library".

1966 marked an important advance in library service. As the annual report 
for the year says "Miss Jean Williams, a qualified librarian and a 
specialist in work with boys and girls, began her duties as Boys and Girls 
Librarian on the first day of August. Miss Williams has had 13 years 
experience with children and brings with her a world of knowledge and 
great enthusiasm for her task". Today, some 25 years later, her enthusiasm 
is still strong, her knowledge and experience greatly increased.
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There now was a branch library at the eastern boundary of the city, and a 
demand for similar service in the western sector. However, after much 
discussion and investigation, it was decided by the Library Board that 
the addition of a second storey to the recent extension of the main 
library would be the most economical means of enhancing library service. 
The new children's library was opened on Saturday, September 28, 1968.

Following this addition, there was still some desire for a west end 
branch. It was again decided that expansion of the main library would 
be a more appropriate means of improving service. The new extension was 
authorized by City Council, at a cost not exceeding $250,000., in
June 1972. This Delaney Wing, officially opened September 29, 1973, almost 
doubled the existing main library space.

1970-1979

The opening of the Olive Delaney Wing allowed for enhanced information 
service and provided a public art gallery space in the community. Another 
factor in enhanced information service also occurred in 1973 with the 
hiring of Elizabeth Mitchell as Information Services Librarian in June of 
that year.

The first photocopier for public use was installed in 1971. 1972 marked
the beginning of another valuable library service - the delivery of library 
materials to patrons who were not able to visit the library. This "shut- 
in" service brings books, talking books and periodicals to nursing homes, 
seniors' residences, and the private homes of those unable, due to age or 
illness, to visit the library.

1974 marked the formal expansion of service to surrounding areas with 
the Tyendinaga Township contract and the opening on May 4 of the Tyendinaga 
Library. Thurlow and Ameliasburg Townships contracted for service in 1975 
to allow their citizens the free use of the Belleville Library. The 
Ameliasburg Branch opened on October 15 at which MPP James Taylor said 
"A library is part of the heart and soul of a community. It gives substance 
to it". The Thurlow Library opened in 1979.

Another aspect of service was made possible in 1979 with the purchase of 
the grand piano.

The elevator, installed in 1979, made library service accessible to the 
physically challenged.

1979 also marked the end of an era in library service in Belleville. The 
annual report of that year said, "On July 1, 1979, we lost through 
retirement, Olive Delaney, B.L.S., the woman who for some 40 years was 
the inspirational head of this library. She will be greatly missed and 
the loss of her judgement and kindly enthusiasm will be felt at every level 
throughout the library".
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1980-198 5

David Weismiller took up the task of continuing library service to 
the residents of Belleville. During his term of office a number of 
innovations were introduced to improve the efficiency of library 
operations, and bring new services to the public. The new library logo 
was designed by John Colville in 1980. The first issues of our 
Explorations brochure appeared at this time, along with the first Brown 
Bag Lunch series. The french language collection and literacy collections 
were begun or promoted in 1980.

1983 saw the establishment of the Film Society, the videodisc rental 
collection and the computer literacy programme. The indexing of the 
Intelligencer began this year, as did the planning for automation of the 
library system. 1984 saw the introduction on InfoGlobe on-line searching, 
and the Greer Galloway study of the renovation needs of the main library.

1985-the present

David left the Belleville Library in January 1985 to take on the 
responsibilities of the Nepean Public Library, and then of the Winnipeg 
Public Libraries where is currently Chief Librarian.

It has been my pleasant duty to undertake the ongoing challenges of 
service at the Belleville Public Library beginning on May 6, 1985. I 
am pleased that we have been able to complete at least some of the 
building renovations recommended in the Greer Galloway report. Our 
main service achievements since 1985 have been the automation of the 
library system for circulation and cataloguing through Hastinet, launched 
in 1989 and the introduction of the on-line public access catalogue in 
1991. The Library Line column has become a regular feature in the 
Intelligencer to make our citizens aware of the library, its programmes 
and services. The introduction of videocassettes and talking books have 
been other service enhancements in recent years.

Today, under the Public Libraries Act, 1984 and its regulations, the 
Belleville Public Library is governed by a Board of 9 members appointed 
by City Council, and based, for three members, on the recommendations of 
the area Boards of Education. Each Township with a service contract is 
invited to designate a non-voting Board Member. The Board is responsible 
for establishing library policy, securing funding, and hiring a Chief 
Executive Officer to ensure that the library is operated efficiently.

Our staff of 20 full-time, 9 part-time and 10 student employees, operate 
the Main, East Branch, Thurlow and Tyendinaga Libraries. Last year we 
circulated 331,859 items, answered 30,675 reference questions, and 
presented gallery exhibitions and programmes attended by 25,754 people.

Public libraries in Ontario are funded mainly by the municipality, with a 
supplementary household grant from the province. The 1991 operating budget 
of the Belleville Public Library totalled $1,034,552., and included $137,394. 
for the purchase of library materials.
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The Library today takes as its mandate the following statement:

The Belleville Public Library exists as a community institution 
to promote, participate in and provide for the cultural, informational, 
recreational and leisure activities of the citizens of Belleville.

A public library belongs equally to every person in the community. 
The function of the Public Library is to provide impartial access 
to information, ideas, literature and other aspects of culture in 
a form and at an intellectual level appropriate to each individual's 
needs .

By doing so a public library becomes a focus for its community, 
reflecting its values and preserving its identity.

The library has a duty to collect and preserve materials relative 
to the history of the City of Belleville.

Providing books is still an important function of the public librlary, 
but information now takes many forms, and the library will continue to 
do its part in the educational, recreational and cultural life of the 
city as it continues in its second century of service to the people of 
Belleville and area.

I would be happy to answer questions on our current services, by which 
we fulfill our mandate.


