
We have been taking advantage of the closure of the Community Archives to catch up on digital 

tasks which are sometimes hard to find time for when we are busy helping our users and dealing 

with new physical collections arriving at the archives. 

Back in 2016 we transferred the Deseronto Archives materials to the Community Archives and had 

slowly been adding descriptions of those materials to our online catalogue, Discover. That work has 

now speeded up considerably, with 83 descriptions added in the last two months. (Previously we had 

only added 1.5 descriptions a month, on average.) 

One of the items added to the catalogue last month was Good Bread 

(https://discover.cabhc.ca/good-bread-this-book-tells-how-to-make-good

-bread). This was a promotional booklet distributed by drugstores in 

Canada for the manufacturers of Vinol, a medicinal tonic of cod liver and 

iron (yum!). The copy in our collection was from the store of W. J. 

Malley in Deseronto, but there are examples in other libraries from 

druggists in St. Catharines, Toronto, Quebec, and Nova Scotia. Judging 

by the drugstores, the book was published between 1914 and 1931.  

We decided to test one of the recipes, in solidarity with  the general 

Covid-19 trend for home baking. The 

recipe for Mocha Gems on page 18 

produced a respectable batch of 

muffins, but with only a teaspoon of 

sugar in them, they are probably too 

bland for today’s tastes (and you 

cannot detect the coffee!). 
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2020-036 Digital photographs of 

the construction of the new 

Community Archives facility and 

the move from its former 

building, 2015-2016 

2020-037 Digital newsletters 

from Belmont Long Term Care 

during Covid-19 crisis, 2020 

2020-038 Photographs of 

headstones for members of the 

Reid family in Hastings County 

cemeteries, c.2019 

 

As we reported in last month’s 

newsletter, the Community Archives 

is planning to create a record of our 

region’s experience of the 

coronavirus crisis and we need the 

help of local residents, businesses, 

and organizations. 

Have you taken photographs recording Hastings County or 

Belleville’s responses to the crisis? Would you be willing to make 

a record of your own experience? 

Here are some questions to consider. You can write down your 

responses, or you might prefer to make a video or audio 

recording of your thoughts on the topic. 

 

 

You can email your contribution to archives@cabhc.ca. Let us 

know if you are happy for your photos or story to be shared 

with other people right away, or if you would like it to be made 

available after a certain date. 

CABHC: 2020-035 Detail from 

Government of Canada Covid-19 

leaflet, 2020 

An anonymous donor recently 

sent us a series of 

photographs taken at Hastings 

County cemeteries. They are 

all of headstones relating to 

members of the Reid family 

and were taken in the 

Huntingdon area. 

Thank you to the person who 

submitted them! 

1) How has the Covid-19 crisis impacted your daily life? 

2) Have you had any experiences of providing or 

receiving healthcare during the crisis? 

3) Have there been any unexpected benefits of Covid-19? 

4) Have your interactions with your neighbours changed? 

5) Have you taken up any new hobbies? 

6) How have your eating habits been affected? 

7) What is the strangest thing that happened to you as a 

result of the Covid-19 crisis? 

CABHC: 2020-038 

mailto:archives@cabhc.ca?subject=Covid-19

